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1.0 Introduction

The Knox & Kane Railroad (the Owner), hereby submits this Combined Environmental
and Historical Report in accordance with the requirements set forth in Title 49 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1105.7(e) and 1105.8(d), respectively, in
association with the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service of the Knox and
Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a total abandonment distance of 69.9
miles. The subject rail corridor (hereafter referred to as “the Line™) exists in McKean,
Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania. The location of the Line is depicted in
Attachment 1.

The notifications sent to federal, state and local government agencies to notify them of
the proposed abandonment and discontinuance of service are provided in Attachment 2.
Attachment 3 provides the associated responses, as/if received.

The remainder of this report is organized to correspond with the individual paragraphs
and subparts of Part 1105.7(e), which specifies the Environmental Report requirements
and Part 1105.8d, which specifies the Historical Report requirements. The text from the
referenced regulation is provided in italicized form immediately followed by the
discussion/response in standard text.

. Environmental Report
49 CFR §1105.7 (e)

2.0 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed action and alternatives.

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

The Proposed Action involves the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service
over the Knox & Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a distance of 69.9
miles in McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania.

The abandonment of the Line will have no adverse effect on shippers. There has been no
freight shipping on the Lines since the first quarter of 2006. Additionally, there has been
no passenger service on the Line since prior to 2006, owing largely to the destruction of
the Kinzua Bridge by tornado in 2003. No complaint regarding cessation of service has
been filed. is pending or has been ruled upon during that period. There is no new
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industry location foreseen within the Line vicinity that would utilize rail service to the
extent that rehabilitation of the Line would be justified. After abandonment, the Knox
and Kane Railroad will continue to maintain the Kane interchange with the B&P Railroad
between mileposts 150.0 and 150.5, and with the Allegheny Railroad at milepost 164.7.

The Owner does not believe the site is suitable for mass transportation or utility use. The
area is located within small towns and forest areas. The highest and best uses of the Line
vary depending on the immediate vicinity of the specific portion of the Line. Highest and
best uses may include, but are not limited to, transfer of interests to adjacent property
owners, recreational, or use by local government.

A map of the Line is included as Attachment 1.

3.0 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system.

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted
to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

The propos'ed action will have no effect on regional or local transportation systems or
patterns. No traffic currently moves over the Line and no traffic is expected to move in
the future. Therefore, there will be no diversion to other modes or systems.

4.0 1105.7(e)(3) Land use.
4.1 1105.7(e)(3)(i)

Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review of
the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed
action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

The Commissioners of the Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean were contacted
on March 17, 2009 (see Attachment 2). Responses received from Clarion, Forest and
McKean Counties are shown in Attachment 3. No response was received from Elk
County within the requested 30-day comment period. The abandonment appears to be
consistent with existing land use plans.

Rail Abandonment Page 2 of |1
Knox & Kane Railroad.

McKean. Elk, Forest and Clarion

Counties, Pennsylvania



4.2 1105.7(e)(3)(ii)

Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the
proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was contacted on March 17, 2009
(see Attachment 2). No response was received from NRCS within the requested 30-day

comment period. The Proposed action is not expected to impact any prime, unique,
statewide or local important farmland.

4.3 1105.7(e)(3)(iii)

If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the
coastal zone information required by §1105.9.

The Line is not within a designated costal zone.
4.4 1105.7(e)(3)(iv)

If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why.

The Line is not suitable for other public purposes including roads, highways, mass
transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission because the Line is

located within a corridor that is currently adequately serviced by existing roads and utility
lines.

5.0 1105.7(e)(4) Energy.
5.1 1105.7(e)(4)(i)

Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources.

There will be no effect on the transportation of energy resources.

5.2 1105.7(e)(4)(ii)
Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

There will be no effect on recyclable commodities.
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5.3 1105.7(e)(4)(iii)

State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.

There will be no effect on energy efficiency because the line is not currently nor has
recently been in use..

5.4 1105.7(e)(4)(iv)

If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than:
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line,
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production of repetitive
data, the information on overall energy efficiency in §1105.7(e)(4)(iii) need not be
supplied if the more detailed information in §1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required.

There will be no rail to motor diversion as part of the proposed action.

6.0 1105.7(e)(5) Air.
6.1 1105.7(e)(5)(i)
If the proposed action will result in cither:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line
afffected by the proposal, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated
effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10502) to construct a
new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a
day provision in subsection (5)(i)(A) will apply.

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result from the proposed
action.
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6.2 1105.7(e)(5)(ii)

If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act,
and will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation
Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. 10502), or
a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the
three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result from the proposed
action.

6.3 1105.7(e)(5)(iii)
If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is
contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting
materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of ozone depleting materials.

7.0 1105.7(e)(6) Noise.
7.1 1105.7(e)(6)(i)

If any of the thresholds identified in Section 5.1 are surpassed, state whether the
proposed action will cause:

An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels.
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7.2 1105.7(e)(6)(ii)

An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive
receptors ( e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and
nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors
if the thresholds are surpassed.

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels.

8.0 1105.7(e)(7) Safety.
8.1 1105.7(e)(7)(i)

Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

The proposed action will not result in any negative impacts to public health or safety.

8.2 1105.7(e)(7)(ii)

If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials.

8.3 1105.7(e)(7)(iii)

If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known
hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and
the types of hazardous materials involved.

There are no known hazardous waste sites or hazardous materials spills along the Line.
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9.0 1105.7(e)(8) Biological resources.
9.1 1105.7(e)(8)(i)

Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted March 17, 2009 (see Attachment 2).
The response is shown in Attachment 3. The response indicates that no federally listed
species are known or likely to exist within the project area.

9.2 1105.7(e)(8)(ii)

State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be
affected, and describe any effects.

The Natural Park Service and the Bureau of State Parks were contacted March 17, 2009
(see Attachment 2). No response was received from either the Natural Park Service or
the Bureau of State Parks within the requested 30-day comment period. The proposed
action is not expected to negatively impact any National or State parks or forests. A
portion of the Line exists within the Allegheny National Forest. However, abandonment
of the Line would tend to have a positive impact on the Allegheny Forest due to the
absence of rail traffic.

10.0 1105.7(e)(9) Water.
10.1 1105.7(e)(9)(i)

Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed
action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies.

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) was contacted March
17, 2009 (see Attachment 2). The DEP response is shown in Attachment 3. The
proposed action is compliant with applicable federal, state and local water requirements.
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10.2 1105.7(e)(9)(ii)

Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits
under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected. Describe the effects.

The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (COE) was contacted March 17, 2009 (see Attachment
2). The COE response is included in Attachment 3. The proposed action is unlikely to
impact significant wetlands or other waters of the United States.

10.3 1105.7(e)(9)(iii)

State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are
required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or equivalent agency if they
are unsure whether such permits are required.)

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was contacted March 17, 2009 (see
Attachment 2). No response was received from the EPA within the requested 30-day
comment period. The proposed action will not require a Section 402 Permit.

11.0 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

Surficial staining was observed in the Marienville maintenance shed and roundhouse as
well as in the Kane Yard. The staining is likely a result of incidental releases of
oil/grease during routine maintenance of railroad equipment.

In the Village of Nansen an engine fuel tank was ruptured causing the release of an

unknown amount of fuel. The Owner, if required, will evaluate this release to determine
the appropriate actions necessary to meet PADEP and U.S. EPA requirements.

12.0 1105.7(e)(11) Additional Information for Rail
Constructions.

The following additional information should be included for rail construction
proposals (including connecting track construction):

The proposed action does not include Rail Construction
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Histrocial Report
49 CFR §1105.8 (d)

13.0  1105.8(d)(1)

A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action;

Attachment 1 provides the location and configuration of the entire Line (Figure 1) ona
large scale USGS topographic map. Attachment 1 also provides more detailed USGS
topographic maps that provide the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures in Marienville (Figure 2) and Lucinda (Figure 3) as well as several steel and
wood trestles that are more than 50 years old.

14.0 1105.8(d)(2)

A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topographky and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding
area.

The right-of-way varies up to a maximum width of 60-feet along track areas and
additional various widths in siding areas. The Clarion Junction area also contains
approximately twenty acres within the turnaround area.

The Line exists between the town of Clarion in Clarion County, Pennsylvania to a point
just north of Mount Jewett in McKean County, Pennsylvania. The Line is primarily
present in rural areas but also travels through small towns. The Line was constructed to
be as level as possible and thus follows a winding path within the moderately hilly

topography though which it exists.
150  1105.8(d)(3)

Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area;

Photographs of the structures are provided in Attachment 4.
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16.0 1105.8(d)(4)

The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known;

The actual construction dates of the buildings are not known. However, the Lucinda and
Marienville stations have each been historically restored within the past decade. The
Knox and Kane offices were historically a feed/grain mill but were completely gutted and
retrofitted as a modern office in the 1990s. The Roundhouse structure includes an older
concrete block section (the portion greater than 50 years old) and a newer frame and
steel/wood sided section which was constructed in the 1990s.

17.0 1105.8(d)(5)

A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,
if any, changes are contemplated as a resulf of the proposed action;

The Line was constructed in several stages between 1881 and 1883 by Pittsburgh and
Western Railroad, the Pittsburgh Bradford and Buffalo Railroad and the New York, Lake
Erie and Western Railroad. The Line was eventually consolidated under the
Pennsylvania and Western Railroad and in 1902 was purchased by the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad operated the Line as part of the
Northemn Subdivision until 1982, when the newly formed Knox & Kane Railroad
assumed operation. The Knox & Kane Railroad operated the Line until the first quarter
of 2006 when all freight and Passenger services were halted due to declining freight
deteriorating track conditions.

18.0 1105.8(d)(6)

A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic;

Available documents include track charts, track survey drawings, and shipping
information. However, none of the referenced information depict the special buildings
identified as being 50 or greater years old.

19.0 1105.8(d)(7)

An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities);
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The State Historic Preservation Office (HPO) was contacted on March 17, 2009 (see
Attachment 2). No Response was received from the HPO within the requested 30-day
comment period. The Stations at Lucinda and Marienville may qualify for national
Register of Historic Places. The Roundhouse and Knox & Kane offices in Marienville
have been renovated and rebuilt to the point that they are not likely to be historically
significant.

20.0 1105.8(d)(8)

A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the
surrounding terrain.

No information regarding subsurface ground disturbance or fill is available.

21.0 1105.8(d)(9)

Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specified nonrailroad
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location
and type of the site ( Le., prehistoric or native American).

Photos taken at numerous locations along the Line are available on request.
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Attachment 1

Figure 1, Figure 2 & Figure 3
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Attachment 2

Notification Letters

Rait Abaadonmont

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, EIk, Forest and Clarion
Counties, Pennsylvania



2
8 PO BOL 125 58 AALNUT STREET
- JEMCOR JOHNSTOY/N PA 152070122

cne <214 533-28%85 Facg 3214, 533-23
Pncne .214:533-288) Fasg 314, 533-255°

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

Pennsyivania State Clearinghouse
Health & Welfare Building

7th and Forster Streets
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses poitions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
453 are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
5 that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Repoit (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a wrilten

response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsyivania Departmentof Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing iand use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

o Nationgl/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

Lo
‘-:3."9 e US. Natural Resources Conservation Sefvice: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (38 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,
ot /

David R. Layman;
President - JEMCOR
DRUjel
Attachments

Joseph Kovalchick

@ Complete ftems 1,2, and 3. ;lso complete

tem 4 it Restricted Deiivery ondesked-m
Print your name and addr::d n ywmerse.
e e o s g
" or on the front it space permits. = :YES. = .
7. Article Addressed t: defivery wl", d""l l" beb
inghouse
nia State Cleanng
Penr::;:w & Welfare Building
7th and Forster Stre;t;s —
Harrisburg, PA 171 = — = - -
Registered ] Retum Receipt Merchand!
ED] insured Mall D COD- —— -
2, Resticted Delivery? (X3 Feo)

3850 0048
/‘?;9 2ons 2570 0oag 1RSUE-ST - 1510

Article Number

Domestic

55 Form 3811, Febrary 2004
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POBOX 126 88 WALNUT STREET
JEMCOR g JOHNSTOWN PA 15907.0+28

Prcne 814 532-2560 Fax 1814; 533-2461

€ WPUEMCOR Fle(AK PeDEP
March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

PaDEP - Northwest Region
230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 {Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Eik and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e US. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

° S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act(33
U S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.



Page 2 of 2

e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc wiattach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

® Compiete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete l
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. pﬁ < IRE

8 Print your name and address on the reverse L O Addressee
so that we can retum the card to you. Recoived by ( Printed Neme) | C. Date of Deiivery

B Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece, /%
or on the front if space permits. = [Ez?
. s delivery adciress different from item 17
1. Article Addressed to: If YES, enter delivery ackiress below:  [J No
PaDEP - Northwest Region
230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335
kL Typo
Certified Mall ] Express Mail
a L1 Returm Receipt for Merchandise
OinsuwedMal O C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Foe) Oves
2. Asticle Number 7005 2570 0000 3850 00SS

R (Transler from service iabed)
L 1 PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102595-02-M-1540
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(=] ® POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET
- —
JEMCOR JOHNSTOVIN PA 15667-5125
4 . Phone 1314) 533-2680 Fax 12814; 533-Z5%1
M S — ———
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail

Return Receipt Requested

Clarion County - Commissioners
Clarion County Courthouse

421 Main Street

Clarion, PA 16214

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweaith of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, EIk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this commespondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance inidentifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be inciuded in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

Pennsyjvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office; State whether the site and/or structur iteri isti
1 i e, S es meet the criteria for |i
on the Naponal Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a Iikelihoo?’;gf
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your coo j i in thi
send your reply within 30 days io y peration and assistance in this matter. Please

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,
ot B /g,.w

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

(% ccw/attach. Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY
® Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
tem 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired.
8 Print your name and axiiress on the reverse

S0 that we can retumn the card to you. w‘
D. Is delivery adkiress differert from tam 17/ O3
ETTe

B8 Attach this card to the back of the mafiplece, C’(/'nﬁ'z;"

or on the front if space permits.
1. Article Addressed to: ¥ YES, enter delivery address below:
Clarion County - Commissioners
Clarion County Courthouse
421 Main Street
Clarion, PA 16214
] 3 w
mm D &xpress Mal
O Reglstered O] Retum Raceipt for Merchandise
O insured Mal O C.O.D.
4. Rosticiad Deftvery? (Extra Foe) 0 Yes
2. Aticle Number
(Transter from service fabel) 2005 2570 DOOD 3850 0Ok

PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Retum Receipt 102595-02-M-1540
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B PO BOX 125 58 VIALNUT STREET
JEMCOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-3126

% . Phone .814,533-2680 Fax 814, 533-2691
% (& e —— T e—— ——— e — e —

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retum Receipt Requested

Forest County Commissioners
526 Eim Street - Box 4
Tionesta, PA 16353

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear SirlMadam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S._Fish and Wildiife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e NationalUState Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e US. Natural Resources Conservation Service. State the effect of the proposed action on any pnme
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Presesvation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behaif of the Knox and Kane, | gréaﬂy appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

if you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

ccw/attach. Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLET. i
3. Also complete Signature
lcunpmmtz.md A o ﬂ(/y =
it namamladawmﬂnm 4 c.mmd
8 Print your can retum the card to you. B. n?,,mm’ Y X7
e

that we LJQ_Z:T—
G mm oo mnene | Toom P L0 ZQC

fta.
::w:“m D':ves.mddmm;w:z 0 No
1
Forest County Commissioners S26E I ?4"'1, i
526 Eim Street - Box 4 Tioresh PP I
Tionesta, PA 16353

3 Type
mmm O Express Mail

O nswedMal 0 C.OD.
3. Restricted Deiivery? (Extra Fee) O Ye
2. Artcle Number 2005 2570 0000 3850 0079
540
(Transfer trom service lsbel) e P 102595-02-M-1

pS Form 3811, February 2004
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JEMCOR . JOHNSTOWN PA 153G7-0126

%i . Phcne (B814) 533-2680 Fax (814) 533-2651

POBOX 126 58 WALNUT STREET

€ WPLEMCON FlastitaX EN Couty
March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retum Receipt Requested

Elk County Commissioners
Elk County Courthouse Annex
300 Center Street

P.O. Box 448

Ridgway, PA 15853

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
s1B No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X

Dear SirfMadam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Etk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this comespondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. Howevey, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order !0 mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State P arks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office; State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

if you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

@J(/g,.w

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc wiattach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovaichick

8 Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
tem 4 If Restricted Delivery Is desired. m%(
B Print your name and address on the reverse A EIAddman
= Artach this cand 15 tho back of the alpiecs, by ( J’*‘r
or on the front if space permits. JTUAY /& -?i/
nummmﬁummn O Yes
1. Article Addreased = It YES, onter delivery addressbolow: (1 No
Elk County Commissioners
Elk County Courthouse Annex
300 Center Street P.O. Box 448
Ridgway, PA 15853 = -
Cartified Mal [ Express Mall
Registerad ] Retumn Receipt for Merchandise
O isuedMe8 03 C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) Ol Yes
2. Articie Number
(Transter from sarvice label) . 2005 2570 0000 3850 00a&hL

——

; PS Form 3811, February 2004 Dosnestic Return Receipt 102595-02-M-1540
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B
> JEMCOR ™ P OHITOVIN PA 15907 138
% (f — — Phone 1814) £33-2680 Fax :814) 533-2591
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested
Mckean County Commissioners
500 W. Main Street
Smethport, PA 16749

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
@ that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report.  The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Departimentof Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Plannina Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with exisiing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the

effects.
e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33

U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

F—% e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service. Stale the effect of the proposed action on any prime
e agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

¢ State Historic Preservation Office; State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION COMPLETE Tr's SECTION ON DELIVERY

or on the front if space permits.
1. Article Addressed to: If YES, enter delivery address below: 1 No

Mckean County Commissioners
500 W. Main Street
Smethport, PA 16749

4. Restrictad Delivery? (Extra Fou) O ves
2. Articio Number 2005 2570 0000 3850 0093
(Transfer from service label)
#s Form 3811, February 2004 Bomestic Retum Receipt 102595-02-M-1540
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PO BOX 126 58 WALNUT STREET

- JEMCOR = JOHNSTOWN PA 15407-0126
% (ﬁ — Phone 1814) 533-2680 Fax 1814, 533-2591
C WINJEMCOR FlssAK USEPA
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail

Retum Receipt Requested

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3 Regional Office

1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsyivania
ST8B Docket No. A 1 (Sub-no. 1X

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) pians to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
@ are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
y that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacis is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written

response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners). State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

® S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U S C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

G54
"--1) e U.S. Natural Resources Consesvation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricuitural land.
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o National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office; State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please

send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

a“""'ef(g"‘”

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

cc wiattach:

SENDER: COMPLETE THiS SECTION

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

1. Article Addressed to;

USEPA
Region 3 Regional Office
_ 1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

Wl O CO

3 Type
“gw""""‘"" ) e ot

O Retum Receipt Merchandise
DinswedMal O cop. for

— 4. Restricted Delvery? (Extra Fos) O Yes
(Transter from service tabey 7005 2s57g 0000 3850 0109

PS Form 3811, February 2008

Domestic Return Recsipt

102595-02-M-154p
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PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET

o
” JEN,COR - JOHNSTOWN PA 15607-0126

LS

Phone (314) 533-2680 Fax (814 532-2691

S ———————
—_—_— ———

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retumn Receipt Requested

U S Fish and Wildlife
Pennsyivania Field Office

315 South Allen Street, Suite 322
State College, PA 16801-4850

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweaith of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 {Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 1685.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

o Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US, Fish and Wildlife Sesvice: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. ArmyCorps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

o National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural fand.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this malter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Wainut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,
ot B /g—w
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR
DRUjel
Attachments
cc wiattach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
Compbbitermtz.anda.Nsoeompleu ey 01 Agent
. itern 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. Ve 7._7) / o
= Printyatnamoandaddlassonmm bl Addressee
s0 that we can return the card to you. —H
® Attach this card to the back of the mailpiecs, |
or on the front if space permits. 0
1. Article Addressed tox If YES, enter delivery address below: No
U S Fish and Wildiife: !
Pennsylvania Field Ofﬁpe ,
315 South Allen Street, Suite 322 !

State College, PA 16801-4850 < oo D -
EW: ortified Mot /n Retum Recelpt M
o

O nsured Mail C.0D.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) O Yes
2. Article Number 2gos 2570 0oo0 3850 011k
(Transfer from service label) 102595-02-4-1540

PS Form 3811, February 2004 Dunmsltic Rsturn Rocaipt
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PO BOX 126 58 WALNUT STREET

JEMCOR = JOHNSTOWN PA 1507-0126

Prone (814) 533-2680 Fax (814) 533-2891

T ——— o —n—
(ﬁ e ———— R — ——

COVWUBMSCOR FlasWaX US Cons of Engirens.

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retum Receipt Requested

US Amy Engineer District, Pittsburgh, CELRP
Room 2032,

William S. Moorhead Fed. Bldg.

1000 Liberty Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
TB Docket No. AB-551 {Sub-no. 1X

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB'’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to

serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistancein identifying any potential effects

3 of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts

are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions

that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined

Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsyivania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed actionis consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners). State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

Bl

e U.S Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act(33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
'7.:;3 forests will be affected, and descnbe any effects.

¢ U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.



Page 2 of 2

e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

if you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

Lot £ /é...../
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

@ cc w/attach. Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

i -
SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION oMP ONOND

B Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also compiete ASW
Item 4 it Restrictad Delivery Is desired. X Agerg
D that we can retum the cad o Yo 7 —
-mmmwumam%m awlmﬂm
or on the front if space permits. . 4
D. is dalivery adcivess cifferant from ltem 1
1. Article Addressed to: i YES, enter dolivery address beiow: 3 No
US Army Engineer District, Pittsburgh,
CELRPRoom 2032,
William S. Moorhead Fed. Bidg.
1000 Liberty Avenue .
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186 e
Certifiod Mall  [J Exprass Mail
O Registered 13 Retum Raceipt for Merchandise
CiswedMal  [J C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fea) O ves
2. Article Number
{Transter from service iabel) 7005 2570 0000 3850 0123
PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102595-02-M-1540
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B PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET
> JEMCOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126

%i F Phone 18141 533-2680 Fax_(814) 533-2691

CUWPEMEOR FlaattiK tat Puk Senee

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retum Receipt Requested

National Park Service
Northeast Region

U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweaith of Pennsyivania
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans 1o request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB'’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this cormespondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
5 of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
& are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written

response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report.  The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

s Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whethers the proposed actionis consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

o L and/or Regi Planni ies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

o U.S. Environ Protection A . State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
(2 forests will be affected, and descnbe any effects.

. “."'ﬁ:;"
e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural fand.



Page 2 of 2

e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office; State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15807-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,
ot B /é.w
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR
DRL/jel
Attachments
(s
LA ccwiattach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY
8 Compiete items 1, 2, and 3. Also
item 4 if Restricted Delivery Is desired.
B Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can return the card to you.
@ Attach this card to the back of the malilpiece,
or on the front if space permits.
1. Article Addressed fo:
National Park Service:
Northeast Region
U.S. Custom House
200 Chestnut St, Fifth Floor v
Philadelphia, PA 19106 agmw N
Cortifed Mall ] Exprass Mail
Registered 3 Ratum Receipt for Merchandise
,ffs O insued Mad 3 5.0
. 4. Restricted Dellvery? (Extra Fee) O Yes
2. Articie Number
p from service labe) 7004 1160 0003 5231 49bLY

PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Retum Receipt 102595-02-M-1530
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g POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET

JEMCOR - JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126

Phone (814) 533-2680 Fax 814) 533-2691

4 -
—— St ————— e ——
—— m— - e —_—

March 17, 2009

Certtified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

Bureau of State Parks
PO Box 8551
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8551

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweaith of Pennsyivania
STB ket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed frack abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

) nsylvania Depastment of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
vnlh applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US Fish and Wildiife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e US. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanchuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

o U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Sefvice: State the effect of the proposed acton on any prime
agricultural land.
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® National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc wi/attach. Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
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S B PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET
JEMCOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126
. Phone ¢814) 533-2680 Fax. (814; 533-25¢1
:%2 (;ﬁ = = —————————————
€
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail

Return Receipt Requested

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service
Pennsylvania State Office

One Credit Union Place, Suite 340
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this comespondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

® Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

o US. Fish and Wildiife Sefvice: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act(33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

g e State Historic Preservation Office. State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

if you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR
DRUjel
Attachments
cc wiattach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
SENDER: compLeTE THIS SECTION COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DEUVERY
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S ® PO BOX 12 LNUT STREE
- J EMCOR - Jgr:ngrgvav:aw:mm:ssor-ng
.% (}e Phone 1814) 533-2680 Fax (814, 533-2591
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail
Returmn Receipt Requested
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway, Station 8815
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweaith of Pennsylvania
11:] et No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to

serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects

of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts

. are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions

@ that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined

; Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a wriften
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pen ia t of Environmental jon: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

¢ Localand/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e US. Ammy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office; State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of

archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this malter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
if you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,
et R i

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel

Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
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S <% POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET
JEMCOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-G126
% ) Phone :814; 533-2680 Fax_(814) 533-2691
& e —————— N — e S ettt = p———tt —
CWWPJENMCOR FRsitaM Pa Mot & Museum
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail

Retum Receipt Requested

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonweaith Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealith of Pennsylvania
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this corespondence is to
= serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
@ of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e US. of Engi : State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e o Nati tate Park Sefvices: State whether wildiife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State Parks or
{0y forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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@ e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office; State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

it £
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRL/jel
Attachments

iy ccwiattach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION ) COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY
B completolwmhz.ands.Alsocomplete
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or on the front if space permits. D. I delivery address different from ftem 17 I Yes
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Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building,
Second Floor - 400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 ;‘Ly.wp.
Certiied Mall [ Express Mall
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Attachment 3

Responses to Notifications

Rail Abasdvamcud

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion
Counties, Pennsylvania



Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
230 Chestnut Street
Meadyville, PA 16335-3481
April 16, 2009

Northwest Regional Office 814-332-6816
Fax: 814-332-6125

Mr. David R. Layman, President

Johnstown Environmental Management Corp.
P.O. Box 126

68 Walnut Street

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

Re:  Proposed Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, and McKean
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X)

Dear Mr. Layman:

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has reviewed the above project. We have
the following comment which you should consider when proceeding with this project:

* The Waste Management Program advises that all wastes generated during this project
should be properly managed. Questions related to the proper handling and/or disposal of
wastes, including rail ties, should be directed to the Waste Management program at 814-
332-6848.

If you have any questions, or if we can be of further service, please contact me.

Sincerely,

LTSV

Kelvin Burch
Regional Director

cc: WM - T. Carlson
Clarion County Conservation District
Forest County Conservation District
Elk County Conservation District
McKean County Conservation District
File

KAB:DB:ll

i grd Chaportitmn [aea Www.dep.state.pa.us e e W


http://www.dep.state.pa.us

County of Clarion
Bepartment of Planning and Bebelopment

Court House, 421 Main Street, Suite 38, Clarion Pennsylvania 16214
www.co.clarion.pa.us
814-226-4000 Ext. 2801 --- Fax: 814-226-5275

April 15,2009

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
Attn: David R. Layman

68 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 126

Johnstown, PA. 15907-0126

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean — Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Layman:

Thank you for your letter of advisement concerning the above referenced railroad
abandonment. Planning Commission members discussed this abandonment action at
their monthly meeting held on April 15, 2009. The proposed abandonment action would
be consistent with existing land use plans as per our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan.
Our county is also planning to participate in a feasibility study with the other three above
referenced counties to convert the railroad right of way into a rails to trails project. This
project would also be consistent with our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan.

If you have any further questions or needs concerning this subject, please do not
hesitate to contact our office. Thank you.

Charles E. Williams
Chairman
Clarion County Planning Commission

Knsti Ditz, Assistant Planner Twila L. Rifenbernick. Director Kevin L. Reichard, County Engineer
kditz@co clarion pa.us tnfenbernck @co clanon pa.us kraichard @ rn rlanan na ne


http://www.co

Forest County Conservation District
& Planning Department

@ County Commissioners Manager/Dircctor
K. james Parren, € hasminmn Douglas T Cardse
Robort Loseder e Administrative Assistant
Ra<il D, Huffman Demea b Zofem
N14.735.3537

March 24, 2009

JEMCOR

PO Box 126

68 Walnut Street
Johnstown PA 15907-0126

Re: Forest County Comprehensive Plan — Proposed
Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad, Forest County

To Whom It May Concern,

The proposed abandonment of the Knox & Kane Railroad is
consistent with the Forest County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. It
. particularly applies to the transportation portion and to the
@ recreation/conservation portion. The possible future usage as a
motorized ATV and/or Snowmobile trail would also apply to the economic

portions of the Comprehensive Plan.

I communicate this on behalf of the Forest County Commissioners
who are ultimately responsible for land use practices within Forest
County. The Commissioners appoint the Conservation District &
Planning Board and were instrumental in the employment of myself as
the Executive Director of the Forest County Conservation District &
Planning Department.

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas E. Carlson,
Executive Director FCCD&P Dept.

Mailing Address: 526 Elm Street, Box 4, Tionesta, PA_16353~"
Offices located on Lighthouse Ishind at the foot of Highland Strect
Tel. 814.755.3450/814.755.35360  Fax R14.755.3960



http://S14.755.3960

@

McKean County Planning Commission

17137 Route 6
Smethport, PA 16749

Phone: (814) 887-2348
Fax: (814) 887-3234

April 15, 2009
David R. Layman, President
JEMCOR
68 Walnut Street
P.O. Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)

Dear Mr. Layman:

We are in receipt of the notification letter for the proposed abandonment of Knox and Kane
Railroad Company rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a distance of 69.9 miles. We understand
that the line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties in Pennsylvania.

McKean County is very interested in the future of this rail corridor. The County
Comprehensive Plan (December 2007), under the Transportation Strategy, states as a specific
project, that a region-wide land bank program be established for retaining rail rights-of-way for
priority and feasible future transportation uses, including rail-freight, passenger rail, or rail-trail.
Under the Public Infrastructure Strategy the Plan states as a project, that trail systems and networks
should be expanded and promoted locally and regionally as tourism destinations. Lastly, under the
Economic Development Strategy, it is recommended to reactivate the tourist train from Kane to the
Kinzua Bridge State Park. Although a lofty goal, it is recognized that this was a significant tourism
asset for McKean County.

We understand that the owner of the Knox and Kane line intends to take the proper steps to
railbank the corridor. As long as the abandonment proceedings include a Notice of Interim Trail Use
(NITU) in the Surface Transportation Board’s decision, the action will be consistent with our County
Comprehensive Plan.

McKean County, partnering with Clarion, Forest and Elk Counties, is submitting a grant
application to the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to provide funds for a rail
trail feasibility study for the 69.9 mile corridor. The study will identify types of uses for the trail,
ownership options, maintenance considerations, and opcration/'management scenarivs. It will
include a conceptual trail plan and implementation strategies. The application will be submitted by
April 22, 2009. If grant funds are awarded the project will begin in early 2010 and be completed by
June 2011.






April 15, 2009
Page 2

The corridor is also identified in the Regional Greenway Plan currently being prepared by
North Central PA Regional Planning and Development Commission, with assistance of a consultant,
for the counties of Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, and Potter. The preservation of
this corridor is an opportunity to provide a new trail system, connecting four counties, which could
increase tourism and have a positive economic impact on the entire region.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If we may be of further
assistance, please feel free to contact our office.

Sincerely,

Dzﬂm A X ,('udc L

Deborah L. Lunden,
Director
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JOHNSTOWN. PA 135807-0128

i (ﬁ Phong: (814) 533-2880 Fax. (B14) 533-2691

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pennsyivania Field

March 17. 2008 s'amss:mmuens:mt.m: 2
v : a
Mai ' O te College, Pennsylvani
Retumn Receipt Requested No federally listed species under our juristicgion is or
likely to occur in the project area. This détergnination is d
U § Fish and Wiidiife two years. Should project plans change. or ifjxdditional
Peannsyivania Fieid Office inforination o listed species become avallable, this determina on
315 South Allsn Street, Suite 322 be ceconsidod
State College, PA 16801-4850 il Fotelog

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Rairoad - ;
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Comimonwealth of Pénnsytvania !
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no_1X)

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans {0 request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail lina from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, EIk and McKean
countiea, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 40 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1108.7, this correspondence is to
serve a8 nolification of the proposed action and to request your assisiance In identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your offics as indicated below. No adverse enviranmental impacts
o are anficipated. Howeve, if you identify any adverse environmental impecis, & description of any actions
@ that may be proposed in order to miligale such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a writien
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required natifications ars as follows:

al Protection suouheﬂnrhpmposedmlseonsmm
WWFMSMGMWMM Describe any inconsistancies.

smmmhrumm Dauibeawmstmdu.

py AQBNC) sm.mwmmumsmmumcmwm
Ant(aausc 51342)ammmedbvhpmposedm

o US Fish and Widife Servica: State whether the proposed action Is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatenad species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if g0, describe the

o US ArmyCorps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) ars required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 300-
year flood plains will be affectad. Describe any effects.

® National/State Park Services: smmmmnm«mumsusmepmsa
foresia will be affected, and describe any effects.

[ 4 us. Nawnmm(‘mmmﬁm thhﬂmnf"\ammgnﬂgphnunn ~eyae A "“\

(v:a ) FeposeC ST Ny prene




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
PITTSBURGH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
WILLIAM S. MOORHEAD FEDERAL BUILDING
1000 LIBERTY AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15222-4186

March 20, 2009

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

David R. Layman
JEMCOR
P.O. Box 126
68 Walnut Street
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

Kevin Gabig, Project Manager

We received your request on March 18, 2009 and your project; Proposed Abandonment of
Knox and Kane Railroad, Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean, PA STB Docket No.
AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X), has been assigned to Kevin Gabig, on the date of this letter. Kevin can
be contacted at (412) 395-7248 or via e-mail at:

Kevin.E.Gabig@usace.army.mil

Your Corps of Engineers File number is 2009-658. Please contact Kevin with any questions and
reference this file number in all correspondence with our office concerning this site.

Sincerely,

Scott A. Hans
Chief Regulatory Branch
Pittsburgh District USACE


mailto:Gabie@usiue.ann

Attachment 4

Photographs

Rall ASaadcamcnt

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion
Counties, Pennsylvania
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xterior view of the Knox and Kane
ilroad Office Building

interior view of the Knox and Kane
ilroad Office Building
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View of the area surrounding the
ox and Kane Railroad Office
uilding

Rail Abandonment

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, EIk, Forest and Clarion
Counties. Pennsvlvania




xterior view of the Marienville
oundhouse

terior view of the Marienville
oundhouse

View of area surrounding the
[Marienville Roundhouse

Rail Abandonment
Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion
Counties. Pennsvlvania
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Exterior view of the Lucinda

Station

Rail Abandonment

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion
Counties. Pennsylvania

Interior view of the Lucinda
Station

View of area surrounding the
Lucinda Station
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Carlson Steel Trestle

East Kane Wood Trestle

Lantz Comer Wood Trestle

Rail Abandonment

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion
Counties. Pennsvylvania




