
DOUGLAS M . CANTER 

PHILIP L. CHABOT, JR. 

JOHN IM. CUTLER, JR. 

ANDREW P. GOLDSTEIN 

GARRY S . GROSSIHAN 

JEFFREY S . JACOBOVITZ 

STEVEN J. KALISH 

RICHARD D. LIEBERIMAN 

CHANNING D. STROTHER, JR. 

LAW OFFICES 

MCCARTHY, SWEENEY & HARKAWAY, P.C. 

SUITE 600 

2175 K STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 
(202) 775-5560 

j ^ ^ ^ 
5-<^5' 

FACSIMiLE 
(202) 775-5574 

WEBSITE 
HTTP://WWW.IMSHPC.COH 

ANGELA M . BISH 
GABRIEL D. SOLL 

July 15,2009 

BY HAND DELIVERY 

Victoria Rutson 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

JUL 1 5 2009 
Partot. 

Public Hecoro 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX), Knox & Kane Railroad -
Abandonment Exemption - Clarion, Forest, Elk, and McKean Counties, 
Pennsylvania 

Dear Ms. Ruston: 

Attached please find ten (10) copies ofthe Environmental and Historic Report in 
the above-captioned matter. Knox and Kane Railroad expects to file its Notice of 
Exemption on or shortly after August 3,2009. 

Sincerely, 

'r\4^ ^^'-c.-c' ^A*vs 

Andrew P. Goldstein 
Attomey for Knox and Kane Railroad 

Enclosures 

http://www.imshpc.coh


BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-S51 (Sub-No. IX) 

KNOX AND KANE RAILROAO COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION • 

COUNTIES OF CLARION, FOREST. ELK, MCKEAN 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Combined Environmental and Historic Report 

The Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) submits 

this Combined Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to 49 

CFR § 1105.7 (e) and 49 CFR § 1105.8 (d). respectiveiy, for an 

exempt abandonment of the Knox and Kane from Milepost 95.3 to 

Milepost 165.2. a total distance of 69.9 miles, located in the above-

listed Counties of Pennsyh/ania. 
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1.0 Introduction 

The Knox & Kane Railroad (the Owner), hereby submits this Combined Environmental 
and Historical Report in accordance with the requirements set forth in Title 49 ofthe 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1 ]0S.7(e) and 1105.8(d), respectively, in 
association with the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service ofthe Knox and 
Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a total abandorunent distance of 69.9 
miles. The subject rail corridor (hereafter referred to as ' ^ e Line") exists in McKean, 
Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania. The location ofthe Line is depicted in 
Attachment 1. 

The notifications sent to federal, state and local govemment agencies to notify them of 
the proposed abandonment and discontinuance of service are provided in Attachment 2. 
Attachment 3 provides the associated responses, as/if received. 

The remainder of this report is organized to correspond with the individual paragraphs 
and subparts of Part 1105.7(e), which specifies the Environmental Report requirements 
and Part 1105.8d, ^ ^ c h specifies the Historical Report requirements. The text firom the 
referenced regulation is provided in italicized form inmiediately followed by the 
discussion/response in standard text. 

. Environmental Report 

49 CFR S l 105.7 fe> 

2.0 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed action and alternatives. 

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, ^ e planned 
disposition (^any) of any rail line and other structures that may be invohed, and any 
possible changes in current operations or nuuntenanee practices. Also describe any 
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and 
drawings clearly delineating Ute project 

The Proposed Action involves the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service 
over the Knox & Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a distance of 69.9 
miles in McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania. 

The abandonment ofthe Line will have no adverse effect on shippers. There has been no 
freight shipping on the Lines since the first quarter of 2006. Additionally, there has been 
no passenger service on the Line since prior to 2006, owing largely to the destruction of 
the Kinzua Bridge by tornado in 2003. No complaint regarding cessation of service has 
been filed, is pending or has been ruled upon during that period. There is no new 
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industry location foreseen within the Line vicinity that would utilize rail service to the 
extent that rehabilitation ofthe Line would be justified. After abandonment, the Knox 
and Kane Railroad will continue to maintain the Kane interchange with the B&P Railroad 
between mileposts ISO.O and 150.5, and with the Allegheny Railroad at milepost 164.7. 

The Owner does not believe the site is suitable for mass transportation or utility use. The 
area is located within small towns and forest areas. The highest and best uses ofthe Line 
vary depending on the immediate vicinity ofthe specific portion ofthe Line. Highest and 
best uses may include, but are not limited to, transfer of interests to adjacent property 
owners, recreational, or use by local govenunent. 

A map ofthe Line is included as Attachment 1. 

3.0 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system. 

Describe the effects ofthe proposed action on regional or local transportation systems 
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted 
to other transportation ^fstems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 

I 

The proposed action will have no effect on regional or local transportation systems or 
patterns. No traffic currently moves over the Line and no traffic is expected to move in 
the future. Therefore, there will be no diversion to other modes or systems. 

4.0 1105.7(e)(3) Land use. 

4.1 110S.7(e)(3)(i) 

Based on consuttation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review of 
the officitd planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed 
action is consistent witii existing land use/dans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

The Commissioners ofthe Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean were contacted 
on March 17,2009 (see Attachment 2). Responses received from Clarion, Forest and 
McKean Counties are shown in Attachment 3. No response was received torn Elk 
County within the requested 30-day conunent period. The abandonment appears to be 
consistent with existing land use plans. 
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4.2 1105.7(e)(3)(U) 

Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect ofthe 
proposed action on any prime agricultural land. 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was contacted on March 17,2009 
(see Attachment 2). No response was received from NRCS within the requested 30-day 
comment period. The Proposed action is not expected to impact any prime, unique, 
statewide or local important farmland. 

4.3 1105.7(e)(3)(m) 

If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the 
coastal zone information required by §1105.9. 

The Line is not within a designated costal zone. 

4.4 110S.7(e)(3)(iv) 

If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the nght-of-way is 
salable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why. 

^ ^ The Line is not suitable for other public purposes including roads, highways, mass 
transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission because the Line is 
located within a corridor that is currently adequately serviced by existing roads and utility 
lines. 

5.0 1105.7(e)(4) Energy. 

5.1 1105.7(e)(4)(i) 

Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources. 

There will be no effect on the transportation of energy resources. 

5.2 1105.7(e)(4)(U) 

Describe the ̂ e c t of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

There will be no effect on recyclable commodities. 
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5.3 1105.7(e)(4)(m) 

State whether the proposed action wiU result in an increase or decrease in overall 
energy efficiency and explain why. 

There will be no effect on energy efficiency because the line is not currently nor has 
recently been in use.. 

5.4 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) 

If the proposed action witt cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: 

(A) 1,000 rail cartoads a year; or 

(B) An average of 50 rail cartoads per mile per year for any part ofthe affected line, 
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and 
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production of repetitive 
data, the information on overall energy efficiency in §1105.7(e)(4)(m) need not be 
supplied if the more detailed information in §1105.7(e)(4) fiv) is reqiured. 

There will be no rail to motor diversion as part ofthe proposed action. 

6.0 1105.7(e)(5) A/r. 

5.1 1105.7(e)(5)(i) 

If the proposed action will result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annual) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment ofrail line 
affected by the proposal, or 

(B) An mcrease in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured hy cartoad 
activity), or 

(Q An average increase in truck traffU of more than 10 percent ofthe average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the antic^fated 
effect on air emasions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C 10901 (or 10502) to construct a 
new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a 
day provision in subsection (5)(i)(A) will apply. 

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result from the proposed 
action. 
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6.2 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) 

If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, 
and will result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a dt^ on any segment ofrail line, 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or 

(Q An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of tiie average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state Aether any e:qtected 
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation 
Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 US.C. 10502), or 
a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the 
three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. 

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result from the proposed 
action. 

5.3 1105.7(e)(5)(iii) 

If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide andfreon) is 
contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequent of service; safety 
practices (including any speed restrictions); the appUcant's safety record (to the extent 
available) on derailments, accUents and spills; contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of owne depleting 
materiais in the event ofa collision or derailment. 

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of ozone depleting materials. 

7.0 1105.7(e)(6) Noise. 

7.1 1105.7(e)(6)(i) 

Ifany ofthe thresholds identified in Section 5.1 are surpassed, state whether the 
proposed action will cause: 

An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibeb Ldn or more; or 

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels. 
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7.2 1105.7(e)(6)(ii) 

An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive 
receptors (e.g., schoob, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and 
nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors 
if the thresholds are surpassed. 

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels. 

8.0 1105.7(e)(7) Safety. 

8.1 1105.7(e)(7)(i) 

Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety including 
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 

The proposed action will not result in any negative impacts to public health or safety. 

B.2 1105.7(e)(7)(ii) 

If hazardous materials are ejqrected to be transported, ident^: the materials and 
quantity; tite frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if 

i j ^ mixed, could react to form more hazardous compoimds; sttfety practices (including any 
^ ^ speed restrictions); the appttcimt*s safety record (to the extent available) on 

derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials. 

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials. 

8.3 1105.7(e)(7)(ui) 

If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known 
hazardous materials ^ i l b on the rtght-of-way, identify the location of those sites and 
the types of hazardous materiab involved 

There are no known hazardous waste sites or hazardous materials spills along the Line. 

-<.' 
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9.0 1105.7(e)(8) Biological resources. 

9.1 1105.7(e)(8)(i) 

Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the 
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas 
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service vras contacted March 17,2009 (see Attachment 2). 
The response is shown in Attachment 3. The response indicates that no federally listed 
species are known or likely to exist within the project area. 

9.2 1105.7(e)(8)(ii) 

State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or forests will be 
affected, and describe any effects. 

The Natural Park Service and the Bureau of State Paries were contacted March 17,2009 
(see Attachment 2). No response was received from either the Natural Park Service or 
the Bureau of State Parks within the requested 30-day comment period. The proposed 
action is not expected to negatively impact any National or State parks or forests. A 
portion ofthe Line exists within the Allegheny National Forest However, abandonment 
ofthe Line would tend to have a positive impact on the Allegheny Forest due to the 
absence ofrail traffic. 

10.0 1105.7(e)(9) Water. 

10.1 1105.7(e)(9)(i) 

Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether tiie proposed 
action is consistent wiih applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) was contacted March 
17,2009 (see Attachment 2). The DEP response is shown in Attachment 3. The 
proposed action is compliant with applicable federal, state and local water requirements. 
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10.2 1105.7(e)(9)(U) 

Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits 
under section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the 
proposed action tmd whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood pltuns will be 
affected Describe tiie effects. 

The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (COE) was contacted March 17,2(X)9 (see Attachment 
2). The COE response is included in Attachment 3. The proposed action is unlikely to 
impact significant wetlands or other waters ofthe United States. 

10.3 1105.7(e)(9)(iii) 

State whether permits under section 402 of tiie Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are 
required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or equivalent agency if they 
are unsure whether such permits are reqiured) 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was contacted March 17,2009 (see 
Attachment 2). No response was received fmm the EPA within the requested 3(May 
conunent period. The proposed action will not require a Section 402 Permit. 

11.0 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation. 

Describe any actions that are proposed to nutigate adverse environmenttd im/mcts, 
indicating why the proposed mitigation is impropriate. 

Surficial staining was observed in the Marienville maintenance shed and roundhouse as 
well as in the Kane Yard. The staining is likely a result of incidental releases of 
oil/grease during routine maintenance of railroad equipment. 

In the Villi^e of Nansen an engine fiiel tank was ruptured causing the release of an 
imknown amount of fuel. The Owner, if required, will evaluate this release to detennine 
the appropriate actions necessary to meet PADEP and U.S. EPA requirements. 

12.0 1105.7(e)(11) Additional Information for Rail 
Constructions. 

The following additional information should be included for rail construction 
proposals (including connecting track construction): 

The proposed action does not include Rail Construction 
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Histrociai Report 

49 CFR S l 105.8 fd> 

13.0 1105.8(d)(1) 

A U.SG.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale andsufficientty 
detailed to show buildings and other structures m the vicinity of the proposed action) 
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approDomate 
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of tiie 
proposed action; 

Attachment 1 provides the location and configiu:ation ofthe entire Line (Figure 1) on a 
large scale USGS topographic map. Attachment 1 also provides more detailed USGS 
topographic maps that provide the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad 
structures in Marienville (Figure 2) and Lucinda (Figure 3) as well as several steel and 
wood trestles that are more than 50 years old. 

14.0 1105.8(d)(2) 

A written descriptitm ofthe right-of-wity fincluding approximate widths, to tiie extent 
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics ofthe suirounding 
area. 

The right-of-way varies up to a maximum width of 60-feet along track areas and 
additional various widths in siding areas. The Clarion Junction area also contains 
approximately twenty acres within the tumaroimd area. 

The Line exists between the town of Clarion in Clarion County, Peimsylvania to a point 
just north of Mount Jewett in McKean County, Pemi^lvania. The Line is primarily 
present in n u ^ areas but also travels through small towns. The Line was constructed to 
be as level as possible and thus follows a winding path within the moderately hilly 
topography though ^diich it exists. 

15.0 1105.8(d)(3) 

Good quality photographs (actual photognqfhic prints, not photocopies) ofntilroad 
structures on the propeity that are SO years old or older and ofthe immediately 
surrounding area; 

Photographs of the structures are provided in Attachment 4. 
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16.0 1105.8(d)(4) 

The date(s) ofconsteuction ofthe structure(s), and the datefs) and extent of any major 
alterations, to the extent such information is known; 

The actual construction dates ofthe buildings are not known. However, the Lucinda and 
Marienville stations have each been historically restored within the past decade. The 
Knox and Kane offices were historically a feed/grain mill but were completely gutted and 
retrofitted as a modem office in the 1990s. The Roundhouse structure includes an older 
concrete block section (the portion greater than SO years old) and a newer frame and 
steel/wood sided section which was constructed in the 1990s. 

17.0 1105.8(d)(5) 

A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an esqtlanation of what, 
Ifany, changes are contemplated as a result ofthe proposed action; 

The Line was constructed in several stages between 1881 and 1883 by Pittsburgh and 
Westem Railroad, the Pittsbuigh Bradford and Buffalo Railroad and the New York, Lake 
Erie and Westem Railroad. The Line was eventually consolidated tmder the 
Peimsylvania and Westem Railroad and in 1902 was purchased by the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad operated the Line as part ofthe 

i ^ ^ Northem Subdivision until 1982, when the newly formed Knox & Kane Raihoad 
'̂ •<^ assumed operation. The Knox & Kane Railroad operated the Line imtil the first quarter 

of 2006 when all fieight and Passenger services were halted due to declining freight 
deteriorating track conditions. 

18.0 1105.8(d)(6) 

A briefsummary ofdociunents in the carrier's possesshn, such as engineering 
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic; 

Available documents include track charts, track survey drawings, and shipping 
information. However, none ofthe referenced information depict the special buildings 
identified as being 50 or greater years old. 

19.0 1105.8(d)(7) 

An opinion (based on readily available Information in tiie railroad's possesston) as to 
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether tiiere is a likelihood ofarcheological 
resources or any other preriousfy unknown historic properties in the project area, and 
the basa for these opinions fincluding any consultations with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities): 
Rail Abaadonment PagelOofll 
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The State Historic Preservation Office (HPO) was contacted on March 17,2009 (see 
Attachment 2). No Response was received from the HPO within the requested 30-day 
comment period. The Stations at Lucinda and Marienville may qualify for national 
Register of Historic Places. The Roundhouse and Knox & Kane offices in Marienville 
have been renovated and rebuilt to the point that they are not likely to be historically 
significant. 

20.0 1105.8(d)(8) 

A descriptton (based on readify availabte information in the railroad's possession) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions 
(naturaUy occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of 
resources (such as s w a n ^ conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the 
surrountUng terrain. 

No information regarding subsurface groimd disturbance or fill is available. 

21.0 1105.8(d)(9) 

Withm 30 days of receipt ofthe historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request theftdlowmg additional information regarding specified nonrailroad 
owned properties or g r o u ^ of properties immediately a^acent to tiie railroad right-of-
way: photographs of spec^ial properties that can be readity seen from tiie railroad 
right-of-¥fay (or other piMic rights-of-wtty adjiuent to the property) and a written 
descriptton of any prevtously tttscovered archeotogical sites, identifying the location 
and type ofthe site ( Le., prehistoric or native American). 

Photos taken at ntunerous locations along the Line are available on request. 
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Attachment 1 

Figure 1, Figure 2 & Figure 3 
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March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Reouested 

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse 
Health & Welfare Building 
7th and Forster Streets 
Harrisburg. PA 17120 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, IMcKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority 
finom the Surface Transportatnn Board (STB) to abandon ttte sut)ject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses porttons of Clarion, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulatk)nsat49CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to 
serve as notificatk)n of the proposed actnn and to request your assistance in kJentifying any potential effects 
of this action as may be applicat>le to your office as indicated t)ek)w. No adverse environmental impacts 
are antkapated. However, iiF you kJentify any adverse environmental impacts, a descriptton of any acttons 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be induded in the combined 
Environmental and Historto Report (Report) which will be submitted to ttte STB. Please provkJe a written 
response, as applicable, that may be included in ttie Report The required notificattons are as folkiws: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notiftoatton only. 

• Pennsylvania Deoartmentof Environmental Protedton: State whether ttie proposed actton is consistent 
with applicable Federal, State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Planning Sendee (County Commisstoners): State wtiether the proposed actton 
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protectfon Agency: State wtiether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed actton. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sen^toe: State whether the proposed actton is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. descrit>e the 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Enoineers: State (1) whether permits under Sectton 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed actton and (2) wtiether any designated wetlands o r 100-
year ftood plains will be affected. Descrit)e any effects. 

• National/State Paric Servtoes: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. Nattonal or State Paries or 
forests will be affected, and describe any effects. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notificatton only. 

• State Historic Preservation Oflfce: State whether the site and/or stmctures meet the criteria for listing 
on the National Register of Historto Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of 
archeotogical resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area. 

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, I greatly appredate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please con tad my office at (814) 533-2660. 

Very truly yours, 

David R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachments 

cc w/attach: Andrew GoMstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: 
1MPLETE THIS SEC 

.comptete • Complele ttems 1.2, and 3. Abo comp 
ttem 4 if Restricted OeHveiy b desired. 

• Print yourname and addiess on the reveiaa 
ao that we can retum the card to you. 
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; SECT/ON ON 05U>/£RV 

1 ^ 1 
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1 9 2008 
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March 17,200g 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 
PaOEP - Northwest Region 
230 Chestnut Street 
Meadviile. PA 16335 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSut)-no. 1X1 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please tie advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority 
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to atiandon the sutiject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of the proposed track at>andonment is attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. this conespondence is to 
serve as notification of ttie proposed action and to request your assistance in klentifying any potential effects 
of this action as may lie applKable to your offk» as indicated bek>w. No adverse environmental impacts 
are anticipated. However, if you kJentHy any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions 

J ^ that may tie proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the comtiined 
^ s 0 Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whk:h will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a writlen 

response, as appficabie, that may be included in ttie Report The required notifications are as ffolk>ws: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinohouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsylvania Deoartmentof Environmental Protection: Stalewhether the pmnosed action is consistant 
with appficabie Federal, State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Planning Acencies (County Commisskxiers): State whettier tiie proposed action 
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whettier permits under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and WikJIife Servtoe: State whether ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whettier permits under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wetiands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects. 

• National/State Paric Services: State whettier witolife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State Pariu or 
forests will be affected, and describe any effects. 

f ^ ^ • U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State ttie effect of ttie proposed action on any prime 
^. agricultural larxJ. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• State Historto Preservation Offtoe: State whettier ttie site and/or structures meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historto Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeologtoal resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in the project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatiy appreciate your cooperation and assistance in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporatton 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
PreskJent-JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachments 

cc w/attach: Andrew GoUstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovatohick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

Completo ttems 1.2^ and 3. Abo complete 
' t A IM W l l I l i I | . i n .1 ^ • " - - - 1 ^ i l m i t . i m l 

mm 4 IT nesuiciea uenvery B oesraiL 
Print your name and address on thenworeo 
so that we can return ths card to you 
Attach thb card to the back of the maUpbcê  
or on the ftont If space permJtSb 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

1. Artido Addrassod toe 

PaDEP - Northwest Region 
230 Chestnut Street 
Meadviile, PA 16335 

• ' ' ' 

D. la delivery addteesdifllBiBnt Hum Itemi? DViss 
If YES, enter (MhMiy address t>elow: • No 

DexpressMaB 
a Rstum Receipt for 
a ooo. 

4. ResMctad Delivery? (EMaftMj DVas 

2. ArtUe Number 
{Transfef liom mmica iabeO 7005 5570 DDDD BfiSD DD55 

PS Fbrm 3 8 1 1 . February 2004 Domestic Rstum Receipt tQ2S9»«Z-M-1540 
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March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Clar ion Coun ty - Commiss ioners 
Clarion Coun ty Cour t f iouse 
4 2 1 Ma in St ree t 
Clar ion, P A 16214 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest Elk, McKean - Commonwealtt i of Pennsy^ania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSuti-no. 1X^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Boanl (STB) to atiandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line ttaverses porttons of Clarion, Forest. Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 4 0 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notiftoation of ttie proposed action and to request your assistance in k l en t i ^ng any potential eflects 
of ttiis action as may be appitoabie to your offtoe as indcated betow. No adverse environmental impacts 
ara anticipated. However, if you toenth^ any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to m i ^ l e such impacts is required to be included in the combined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whtoh will be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as appitoabie. ttiat may be included in ttie Report The required notifications are as folksws: 

• Pennsvhwnia State Clearinghouse: Notiftoation only. 

• Pennsylvania Deoartmentof Environnriental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent 
witti appitoabie Federal, State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local andfarftemonalPlannina Agencies fCounty CommiMioneraV Statewhett iertt ie proposed action 
is consistent Witt) existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: State whettier permits under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. R s h and VWIdBfa Servtoe: State whettier ttie proposed action is likely to adversely aflect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corns of Engineers: S t a t e d ^ whettier oennita under Sed innAO* of the Clean Water A c t ( M 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whett ier any designated weUands o r 100-
year ftood plains wiH be affected. Describe any effects. 

• National/State Parte Servtoes: State whettier wikll ife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State Paries or 
forests wil l be affiected. and descritie any effects. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Consen/ation Servtoe: State ttie effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notiftoatton only. 

* State Historic Preservation Office: State whettier ttie site and/or sfructures meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Races (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogical resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my offtoe at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

David R. Layman 
President - JEMCOR 

DRL(jel 

Attachments 

cc w/attach: Andrew GoMstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovatohtok 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• ConipMaltam8l,2.andaAbocomplelB 
Itam 4 M RssMcted Delivery b desited. 

• Print yourname and address on the reverse 
so that ws can return llie card to you. 

• Attach thb card to the back of the maflptacet 
or on the Itant if space penntts. 

1. Articie Addressed ta 

Clarion County - Commissioners 
Clarion County Courthouse 

421 Main Street 
Clarion, PA 16214 
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March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 
Forest County Commissioners 
526 Elm St ree t -Box 4 
Tionesta, PA 16353 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest. Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket NO. AB-551 (Sub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie sutiject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties. PA A map of ttie proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notiftoation of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effiects 
of this action as may t>e applicable to your office as indicated tielow. No adverse environmental impacts 
are anticipated. However, if you kJentify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the comtiined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whtoh will be submitted to ttie STB. Please provtoe a written 
response, as applicable, ttiat may be irxduded in the Report The required notifications are as fbltows: 

• Pennsylvania State Ctearinohouse: htotiftoation only. 

• Pennsylvania Departmentof Environmental Protection: State whettier ttie proposed action is consistent 
witti appltoat}le Federal, State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/br Reotonal Plannina Agencies fCountvCommisstonflfaV State whettier ttie proposed action 
is consistBnt witti existi'ng land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protectton Aoencv: State whettier permits under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servtoe: State whettier ttie proposed action is likely to adversely aflect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a crittoal habitat, and if so. describe ttie 
efHacts. 

• U.S. Army Corns of Engineers: State f H whettier pennits under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year ftood plains wiH be affected. Describe any effects. 

• National/State Pari< Servtoes: State whettier wildlife sanctajaries or refuges. National or State Parks or 
forests will be affected, and descritie any effects. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Servtoe. State ttie effect of ttie proposed actton on any pnme 
agricultural land. 
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• Nattonal Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Offtoe: Stete whettier ttie site and/or stnjctures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeological resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historto properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane. I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stieet PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, ptease contact my offtoe at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tnily yours. 

Davto R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRMjel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchtok 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• Comptate items 1. % and 3. Abo compiete 
Item 4 it Rsstrtcted OsttMiy b desired. 

• Print yournams and eddrass on the reverse 
so that we ean rstum tha card to you. 

• Attach thb card to the back ot the mailptaoe. 
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Forest County Commissionere 
526 Elm Street - Box 4 
Tionesta, PA 16353 
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March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Elk County Commissioners 
Elk County Courthouse Annex 
3(X) Center Street 
P.O. Box 448 
Ridgway. PA 15853 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest Elk. McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-5S1 fSub-no IX) 

Dear SirfMadam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportetion Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2. a 
distance of 69.9 miles. Tfie Knox and Kane line ttaverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and IMcKean 
counties, PA A map of ttie proposed back atiandonment is attacfied. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
sen/e as notification o f ttie proposed action and to request your assistence in klentifying any potential e f feds 
of tills action as may be applicatile to your office as indtoated betow. N o adverse environmental impaete 
are anticipated. However, if you identtty any adverse environmentel impads , a descript ion of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to mitigate such i m p a d s is required to be i n d u d e d in ttie combined 
Environmentel and Historic Report (Report) whtoh wil l be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as appltoabte, ttiat may tie induded in ttie Repor t Tt ie required notiftoattons are as fol lows: 

• Pennsylvania State Ctearirwhouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsylvania Deoartmentof Environmentel Protection: State whet t ier ttie proposed action is consistent 
witti appltoatile Federal. State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Ptannino Agencies f County Commiaafanera): State whet t ier ttie proposed action 
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Stete whettier permite under Sect ion 4 0 2 o f the C lean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required fbr ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and WiMli fe SenriCK State whettier ttie proposed act ion is l ikely to a d v e r s e l / a f f e d 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a crit ical hab i ta t and if so. descr ibe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. A m w Corps of Engineers: State (Dwhe t t i e r ' penn ib under Sect ion 404 o f ttia Clean Water Ac t (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whett ier any designated wettands o r 100-
year ftood plains wiH be affected. Descri t ie any effiects. 

• National/Stete Park Services: Stete whett ier wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. hJational or Stete Partts or 
forests wi l l t ie afl^eded, and describe any effects. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservatton Service: Stete ttie e f f e d of the proposed action on a n y prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or stmctures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogtoal resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historic properties in ttie projed area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply wittiin 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stieet PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require furttier information, please contad my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
Prestoent - JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 
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oc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 
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Ridgway. PA 15853 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON I 

X C M ^ O ^ ^ 

^G^TTi w DAoent 

A ^ DAddressee 

cDlviUiil 

X^I^olOeSvery 

/f< 
a bdeli>eryaddtessdtl<i«i l f>uri iam1? D V b s 

HYESw enter delivery addnassbelow: D N O 

^ 
CertlfledMal 

O l n s u B d M a B 

D 
aRatum 
Dooa 

neOB^ Wr MBfCnflnoiao 

4b RastilclBd Oaftwyy? (Et f8 fi>q^ DVto 
2. ArtlctoNumtMr 

fF?ansfer Aom sarWee tabeO 7005 5570 OOOO 3650 OOSb 
PS Forni 3 8 1 1 , February 2004 Domestic Retum Receipt I02S9MMIII-I54O 





EHM 

, _ . . ^ ^ - , S . PO BOX 125 68 WALNUT STREET 

J tMV^UK JOHNSTOV;N PA 15907-0123 
^ _ . PHone 1314) £33-2630 Fa« i5i4) 533-2591 

% i B m e f ^ ^ 

March 17, 2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Mckean County Commissioners 
500 W. Main Street 
Smethport PA 16749 

Re: Proposed At>andonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No AB-5S1 f Sub-no IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie sutijed rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line ttaverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track atiandonment is attadied. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notification ofttie proposed action and to request your assistence in kJentifying any potential effects 
of this action as may be appltoabte to your office as indicated betow. Uo adverse environmental impads 
are antidpated. However, if you ktentHy any adverse environmental impads, a description of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to mitigate such impads is required to be induded in the oomt>ined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkie a written 
response, as appltoatite. ttiat may be induded in ttie Report The required notiftoations are as foitows: 

• Pennsvlvante State Ctearinqhouse: Notiftoation only. 

• Pennsvhrania Deoartmentof Environmerrial Protection: Statewhettierttie proposed action is consistent 
witti appltoabte Federal. State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• Local andtor Reotonal PtenninQAoeneies (County Commisstoners): Slatewh^herttie proposed action 
is consistent with existing land use plans. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: State whettier permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Witolife SenncK State whether ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affed 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so. describe ttie 
effeds. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Enoineers: Siate(l) whettier permite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water A d (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) wtiettier any designated wettands or 100-
year ftood pteins will be affected. Descritie any effeds. 

• National/State Paric Servtoes: Stete wtiettier wikllife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Paries or 
foreste will be affected, and describe any effeds. 

f i ^ • U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service. Stete the effed of Uie proposed actton on any prime 
•••£0^ agricultural tend. 



Page 2 of 2 

• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Preservation Ofiice: Stete whettier ttie site and/or s tmdures meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeologtoal resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie pro jed area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatiy appredate your cooperation and assistence in this matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

Davki R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporatton 
68 Walnut Stteet PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further infonnation, please con ted my offtoe at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

David R. Layman 
Prestoent - JEIMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

(I 

I 
SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• C a m p t e t e i t e m s 1 . 2 , a n d 3 . A b o o a m p l B t e 
Item 4 if flsstrictBd Deiiwery b desbed. 

• p r M yourname and addiess o n tt ie reverse 
so t t iat w e can retum the card t o you. 

• Attach thb card to the back of the maiiplece, 
or on the ftont If space permits. 

1. Article Addressed toe 

M c k e a n County Commiss ionere 

SCOW. Main Street 
Smethpor t , PA 16749 

COMPLETE Tn - i SECTION ON DEUVERY 

a Isde«veiya*>e8BijimirMim>cmItemi? D Vfes 
If YESw enter deliwty address belwK D N o 

2. Artida Number 
(ITanslbr ftom servim Iat)e9 

TVPS 
Ma i De ip tsssMa i l 

a R e g b t a n d D Return Receipt Ibr Meidiandlse 
• irBuwdMsH D & O O . 

4. neatnclBdDelh>eqff(BiSafta> D V b s 

7005 2570 DDOD 3fl5D 00^3 

HS Form 3 8 1 1 . Febniary 2CC4 DcTiestic Petum Receipt ia259M)Z-M-IS40 





\ 
ir-iiknr\r\=- POBOXI26 68 WALNUT STREET 

J t l V ^ U K JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 
Phone 1814) 533-2680 fax i814; 533-2691 

Vner i i^ 

March 17, 2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

U S Environmental Protedton Agency 
Regton 3 Regtonal Office 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19103-2029 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvante 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. 1X^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surfiace Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie subjed rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2. a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties. PA. A map of ttie proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notifkation of the proposed action and to request your assistance in ktentifying any potential effeds 
of tills action as may be applicatite to your office as indtoated betow. No adverse environmental irapads 
are antidpated. However, if you klentify any adverse environmentel impacts, a description of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to m i ^ t e such impads is required to be induded in the combined 
Environments and Historic Report (Report) whtoh will be submittBd to ttie STB. Please provkte a written 
response, as appltoabte. ttiat may be induded in ttie Report The required notifications are as foitows: 

• Pennsvlvania Stete Ctearinohouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvlvante Departmentof Environmental Protection: State whettier ttie proposed action is consistent 
witti appltoabte Federal. State or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Plannino Agendes f County Commisstoners): Stete whettier the proposed action 
is consistent witti existing tend use ptens. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: Stete whettier permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § ^2A1) are required for ttie proposed adton. 

• U.S. Fish and WHdIife Sennce: Stete whettier ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affed 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corns of Engineers: Stete (1) whettier pennite under Section 404 of ttie Ctean Water A d (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed actton and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year ftood plains will be affected. Descritie any effecb. 

• National/Stete Parii Services: State whettier wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Paries or 
foreste will be afteded, and descritie any effects. 

• U.S. Nahjral Resources Consenration Service: State ttie effect of ttie proposed action on any prime 
agrtoultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notiftoation only. 

• Stete Historic Presentation Offfce: Stete whettier ttie site and/or stmdures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogtoal resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historic properties in ttie projed area. 

OnbehalfofttieKnoxandKane,Igreattyappreciateyourcooperationandassistenceinttiismatter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further infomnation, please contad my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tnjiy yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
Prestoent-JEMCOR 

DRUJel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovatohtok 

SENDER: MP/.57-E THIS SECTION 

m Complete tems 1,2. and 3. Abo compbte 
item 4 if RestrlctBd Delivery b dssired 

• Prftit yourname and address on the reverse 
so that we can retum the card to you 

• Attach tfris card to the iMck of tlie malipiocô  
or on the itont if space parmftSb 

USEPA 
Region 3 Regional Office 

1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19103-2029 

%1M. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

H» 

Unlfea Siaitea 
•"«**«« «M£»iWAMJ 

If YE4 enter deSvBiy address bekMR D N O 

3 - f iP *»Typ . 

^ O e t t N l e d D M 
UReglslarad 
DineMBdMa 

ResMclBd OeKery? iBrta AM^ 

5570 0000 3550 QlQ'l 
Return Receipt 

a Return Receipt Ibr Mercliandse 

iazS9S<B*».i54o 



^ i 

i'i 

'S 
ri 

1 

f 
J 

2 g 5 3 

S 2 S 5 
sn::ii 

3 
J 
u 

I'l 
l l * .Sal 

f l 

mr0 



PO BOX 126 6 8 WALNUT STREET 
J O H N S T O W N PA 15607-0126 

Phone .'314) 533-2680 Fax (814, 533-2691 

C IMHCICaR nMMK ua FWl A M 

^A^ 

March 17,200g 

Certified IMail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

USF ishandWiMl i fa 
Pennsylvania Fieki Offtoe 
315 South Allen Street Suite 322 
State College. PA 16801-4850 

Re: Proposed At>andonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsyh/ania 
STB Docket No AB-551 f Sub-no 1X^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please tie advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Siuface Transportation Board (STB) to atiandon ttie subjed rail line firom MP 95.3 to MP 165.2. a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line ttaverses portions of Clarton, Forest. Elk and McKean 
counties. PA A map of the proposed track atiandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttiis correspondence is to 
senre as notiftoation of ttie proposed action and to request your assistance in Mentifying any potential effects 
of tills action as may tie applicatile to your ofltoe as indtoated betow. No adverse environmental impacts 
are antidpated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impads. a description of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to mitigate such impads is required to be induded in tfie combined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whtoh will tie submitted to ttie STB. Please provkie a written 
response, as applicaUe. ttiat may be induded in ttie Report The required notificattons are as fblk>ws: 

• Pennsvlvania State Ctearinqhouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsylvania Departmentof Environmental Protection: Statewhettierttie proposed action is consistent 
witti appitoabie Federal. Slate or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Plannino Aqendes (County Commisstonere): Stete whettierttie proposed action 
is consistent witti existing land use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Agency: State whether permite under Section 402 of the Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and WiMlifs Servtoe: State whettier ttie proposed adton is likely to adversely affed 
endangered or ttvealened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Enqineere: State (1) whettier permite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water A d (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year ftood plains wiH tie affected. Describe any effeds. 

• National/State Pari< Sennces: Stete whettier wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Paries or 
foreste will be affected, and descritie any effeds. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effed of ttie proposed adion on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notificatton only. 

• Stete Historic Presen/ation Offfce: Stete whettier ttie site and/or structures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Races (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeologtoal resources or any other prevtously unknown historto properties in ttie projed area. 

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stteet PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please conted my offtoe at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRUjel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

m Compbte items 1,2. and 3. Abo compbte 
item 4 if Restiicted Deevery b desired. 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the caid to you. 

• Attach thb card to ttie back of ttw rradlpiece, 
or on tlie fifont if space permitSL 

Article Addressed IOC 

U S Fish and Wildlife: 
Pennsylvania Fiekl OfTice 

315 South Alton Street. Suite 322 
State College. PA 16801-4850 

a bdeOvery address <«llBrent fram Rem' 
If YES, enter delivery address bekHK ClMo 

Biyps 
fcertiftodMali 
fReobtered 

DlnsuredMal 

D&pieasMafl ^ ^ , 
j d Return Recelpl tar MuiUU«l& 
'aOJOJD. 

4. Restncted Oellvery7(EUr8FBS| a>is 

2. ArticbNumkMr 7005 5570 nnnn 3ft5D O U b 

PSFonn3811.Fetxuary2UU4 uuiinstic RBtu.-.-. Receipt 
iaZS9»«2-M-1»40 
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-% \rKtnr\r^=- POBOXi26 sa WALNUT STREET 
J t M v . ' U K JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

Prone (814] 533-2680 Fax 1814)533-2691 

CMWinrmin—iitwCMtiidi^M. 

March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Reouested 

U S A r m y Engineer Distr ict. PittslHirgh, C E L R P 
Room 2032. 
Wi l l iam S. Moorhead F e d . BIdg. 
1000 Liberty A v e n u e 
Pit teburgh, P A 15222-4186 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties o f Cterion. Forest Elk. McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 f Sub-no 1X^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportetion Board (STB) to atiandon ttie sub jed rail l ine from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Cterion. Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties. P A A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 4 0 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notiftoation of ttie proposed action and to request your assistence in identifying any potential e f feds 
of this action as may be appitoabie to your office as indtoated tietow. No adverse environmentel i m p a d s 
are antidpated. However, if you klentify any adverse environmentel impads, a description o f any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impaete is required to t ie induded in tt ie combined 
Environmental and Historto Report (Report) whtoh will t ie sutMnitted to ttie STB. Please provide a written 
response, as applicabte, ttiat may be induded in the Repor t Tt ie required notifications are as follows: 

• Pennsylvania Slate Ctearinohouse: Notiftoation only. 

• Pennsvlvante Deoartfnent o f Environmentel Protection: State whether the proposed actton is consistent 
witti applicabto Federal. Stete or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• Local and/br Reotonal Planninq Aoendes (County Commisstoners): State wtiett ier ttie proposed action 
is consistent witti existing tend use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: Stete wtiettier pennite under Section 402 o f ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed ad ton . 

• U.S. Rsh and WiMBfe Servtoe: State whett ier ttie proposed action is likely to adverse l / a f f e d 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so . descr ibe ttie 
effeds. 

• U.S. A m w Corns of EnoineerK Stete (1) whettier pennite under Sectton 404 of ttie Clean Water Ac t (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed adton and (2) whether any designated wettands o r 100-
year ftood plains wil l t ie affected. Describe any e f feds. 

• National/State Park Servtoes: State wtiettier wikllife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Parks or 
foreste wiil t ie affected, and descntie any ef feds. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservatton Service: Stete the e f f e d of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• Nat iona l Geode t i c Su rvey : Not i f icat ion on ly . 

• Stete Historto Preservation Offtoe: State whettier ttie site and/or structures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogtoal resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historto properties in ttie projed area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

Davki R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further infonnation, please contad my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours. 

David R. Layman 
President - JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

i'-.^l 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

a Complete items 1.2^ and 3. Also oomptate 
Hem 4 if RssMcted OsBveiy b desbed. 

B Print your name arxl address on ttie reverse 
so that we can retum ttie card to you. 

• Attach thb card to tha back of ttie mailplaos^ 
or on the iiront if specs permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

1. Articie Addressed tB 

US Army Engineer District Pittsburgh, 
CELRPRoom 2032. 

William S. Moorhead Fed. BMg. 
1000 Uberty Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186 

ZK Is dBlMBiy sdcfeoss dMsnnl from ttBfn 1 
if YEŜ  enter deOmry address below: D N o 

S s S e n ^ 
^ ^ C e r t t 

• Type 
aa a 

DRegtabrBd O Rstum 
DhsuredMai aOJOJD. 

Ruco^pl ftir Murcitmidlse 

4w nofltilHiid OBBvery? (Btfra Waal DYbs 

2. ArtlcleNumber 
(JliuislBr trorn sonHoB lBbt9 7005 2570 OOOO HASO 0123 

PS Form 3 8 1 1 . February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt t(eS8»0»M.I540 
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i d k / i n o n — PC BOX 126 ee WALNUT STREET 
JtlvlL»Ur\ JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

^ ^ . Phone 13141533-2680 Fax IB14) 533-2691 

orelTief̂  

March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

National Park Service 
Northeast Region 
U.S. Custom House 
200 Chesbiut S t . Fifth Floor 
Philadelphia. PA 19106 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweatth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket N o AB-551 fSub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie subjed rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Cterion. Forest. Elk and McKean 
counties. PA A map of ttie proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
sen« as notification of ttie proposed action and to request your assistence in kJentifying any potential effecb 
of ttiis action as may be appltoabte to your ofltoe as indtoated betow. No adverse environmental impads 
are antidpated. However, if you ktenltty any adverse environmentel impacts, a description of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to mitigate such impads is required to be induded in ttie comtiined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which win be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicabte. ttiat may be induded in the Report The required notifications are as folksws: 

• Pennsylvante State Clearinghouse: Notiftoation only. 

• Pennsvlvante Departmentof Environmentel Protection: Stete whether the proposed action is consistent 
witti appltoabte Federal. State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Planning Aoendes (County Commissioners): State whettier ttie proposed adton 
is consistent witti existing tend use plans. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: State whettier permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and WikJIife Senrice: State whettier ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affed 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so, describe ttie 

• U.S. Armv Corps of Endneers:Statef1)v»hettier pennite under Sectton 404 of Wie Ctean Water Act (.n 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands o r 100-
year ftood plains wiH be affected. Describe any efteds. 

• National/Stete Paric Sennces: State whettier wiUlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Parks or 
foreste wiU be affected, and descnbe any effeds. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservatton Senrice: Stete ttie efted of the proposed adton on a n / prime 
agricultural tend. 



Page 2 of 2 

i W 

• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presentation Offtoe: Stete whettier ttie site and/or structures meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeologtoal resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historic properties in ttie projed area. 

OnbehalfofttieKnoxandKane.Igreattyappreciateyourcooperationandassistenceinttiismatter. Please 
send your reply wittiin 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut SIreet PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further infonnatton, please contad my offtoe at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
Presktent-JEMCOR 

DRL^el 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovatohtok 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

m Compbte itsms 1,2: and a Abo complete 
Itam 4 if Restrlctad Dsflveiy b dasired 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that ws can retum ttie can] to yoa 

• Attach ttib card to ttw bacfc of the maUptaoei 
or on ttie itant If spece petmitSL 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

, Aiiicis Addresssd toe 

National Park Service: 
Northeast Regton 

U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut St . Fifth Ftoor 

Philadelphia. PA 19106 

2. ArtlcieMufflber 
(Transler from servlealabeO 

DAgent 
DAddressee 

3L>B«l08iyps * ^ 
^rCertMedMBl aEs^ntaUaU 

^^Regb ts red D Return Rsceipt for Merchandise 
G insured Ma3 C C A O . 

4. Restricted Dellireiy7|EMnif^ DVbs 

7DD4 llbO 0003 SE31 41b4 
PS Form 3 8 1 1 , Fetiruary 2004 Ooinestlc Retum Receipt ia2S9»<)2-M-l540 
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•% ip i j r«rvn S. POBOXI26 68 WALNUT STREET 
Jt ivlv^Un JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

. ^ ^ . Phone 18141 533-2680 Fax i814) 533-2691 

c—i i« i i r» in i * j in i r i i—n«i i .m 

March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Bureau of Stata Parks 
PO Box 8551 
Harrisburg. PA 1710&«551 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest Elk. McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvante 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub^io. 1X> 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please tie advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request authority 
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon Oie subjed rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line ttaverses porttons of Clarton. Forest Elk and McKean 
counttes. PA A map of the proposed back abandonment te attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. the conespondence is to 
serve as notiftoation of the proposed adton and to request your assistence in klentifying any potential effeds 
of tills action as may tie ajaplicatite to your office as indicated betow. No adverse environmental impads 
are anttoipated. However, if you kJentify any adverse environmentel impads. a description of any actions 
that may tie proposed in order to mitigate such impads is required to be induded in the conntiined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkte a written 
response, as appltoabte. ttiat may be induded in ttie Report Ttie required notiftoattons are as foitows: 

• Pennsvlvante State Ctearinohouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvlvana Department of Environmental Protection: State whettier ttie proposed adton is consistent 
witti applicable Federal, State or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/br Reak>nal Planninq Aoendes (County Commisstoners): Stete whettier ttte proposed adton 
is consistent witti existing tend use ptens. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aaencv: State wtiettier permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wikllife Service: State wtiether the proposed action is likely to adversely affed 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a criti'cal habitat and if so. describe ttie 
enecis. 

• U.S. Army Corns of Engineers: State (1) whettier pennite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water A d (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) wtiether any designated weUands or 100-
year flood plains will be affeded. Descritie any effects. 

• National/State Parte Sennces: Stete whettier wikllife sanduariea or reftjgea, National or State Partes or 
foreste wi l be affected, and describe any effeds. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Servtoe: Stete ttie effed of ttie proposed action on a n / prime 
agricutturai land. 
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• f te t ional Geodet ic Sun/ev : Notif toation only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Offtoe: Stete whettier ttie site and/or sttudures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and virhettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeologtoal resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie projed area. 

OnbehalfofttieKnoxandKane, I greatty appredate your cooperation and assistance in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

Davki R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stteet PO Box 126 
Johnstowim, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contad my offfce at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tnjIy yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRMJel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchtok 

\ 
SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

m Compbte items l . z . ana 3. Mao wi i i .p»» 
item 4 I I ReeWctBd M ^ s r y b desired 

• P i M your name and address ixi the reverse 
so that we can retum tha card to yoa 

• Attach ttib card to ttw tadt of ttw maliptace, 
or on the front if space permits. 

1. Artlcb Addressed ta 
Bureau of State Parks 

PO Box 8551 
Hamsburg,PA 17105-8551 

COMPLETE THIS S SECTION ON DELIVERY 

a Received by r B W K " * " ^ 

' • ' • ^ n A o e e i . 
; ^ La>Add,Sssee 

0. bdewery ju "—"" " ' n t ta 
l(YES,enterdelivenr-ddressbeto*: u n a 

1^ 
DResI 

2 J S ^ •Hi.mReoelptfbrMerehandtee 
ginstfedMaa D a O O ^ 

4. aestiWadDeBvwy»<BrtrBFBrt_ DYbs 

2. Article timber 
(Transfer froffi sefvtestabsQ 

7004 l l b D D D D 3 j 2 3 1 _ M T ? l ^ 

PS Form 3 8 1 1 , Febnjary 2004 OomestK Retum Receipt 
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^ |I-|lil/^/^nS• PC BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET 
J t l v l v ^ U n JOHNSTO\/VN PA 15907-0126 

^ . PHone •814)533-2680 Fan. (814, 533-25gi 

c iiiiw«iKai n n r i u»f III11 • II 

March 17, 2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Servtoe 
Pennsylvania Stata OfTice 
One Credit Unnn Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg. PA 17110-2993 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarton, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. IX i 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane f^i lroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie subjed rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of ttie proposed track abandonment is attacfied. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttite conespondence is to 
serve as notiftoation of ttie proposed adton and to request your assistance in klentifying any potential effeds 
of ttiis action as may be appltoatite to your office as indtoated betow. No adverse environmentel impads 
are antidpated. However, if you klentify any adverse environmentel impacts, a description of any actions 
ttiat may tie proposed in order to mitigate such impads is required to be induded in ttie comtiined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whtoh will tie submitted to ttie STB. Please provide a written 
response, as applicabto. ttiat may tie induded in ttie Report The required notifications are as ftilk>ws: 

• Pennsvlvante State Ctearirwhouse: Notificatton only. 

• Pennsvlvante Department of Environmentel Protection: Statewhettierttie proposed action is consistent 
witti appltoabte Federal. Stete or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• Local and/or Regtonal Planning Aoendes (County Commisstoneis): State whetherthe proposed action 
is consistent witti existing land use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: Stete whettier pennite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Rsh and Witolife Sennce: Stete whettier ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affed 
endangered or ttireatened spedes or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the 
effecte. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whettier permite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water A d (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year flood plains wiO be affected. Descritie any effeds. 

• National/Stete Pari< Services: State whettier wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Parks or 
foreste will be affeded, and descritie any effeds. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Servtoe: Stete ttie effed of ttie proposed actton on any prime 
agricutturai land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notiftoation only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Offfce: Stete whettier ttie site and/or sttudures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogtoal resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historto properties in ttie projed area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane. I greatty appredate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporatton 
68 Walnut Stteet PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contad my offfce at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRUjel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovatohtok 
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March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

National Geodetic Survey 
1315 East-West Highway. Statton 8815 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Fteilroad 
Counties of Clarton, Forest Elk. McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket fto. AB-551 fSub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please tie advised ttiat ttte Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transporteti'on Board (STB) to atiandon ttie subjed rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2. a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane fine bBverses portions of aarion. Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of ttie proposed tiack atiandonment te attached. 

Pursuant to ttte STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttiis correspondence is to 
senre as notiftoation of ttie proposed adton and to request your assistence in klentifying any potential effeds 
of ttiis action as may be appltoabte to your offfce as indfcated betow. No adverse environmental impads 
are antidpated. However, if you klentify any adverse environmental impads. a description of any actions 
that may tie proposed in order to mitigate such impads is required to be induded in the comtiined 
Environmental and Historto Report (Report) whtoh will be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as appitoabie. ttiat may be induded in ttie Report Ttie required notiftoations are as fdtows: 

• Pennsvlvante Stete Cleartoqhouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvlvania Deoartmentof Environmental Protedton: State whettier ttie proposed action is consistent 
with applicabte Federal. State or tocal water qualify standards. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Regtonal Ptennino Aoendes (Counfy Commisstoners): State whettier ttie proposed action 
is consistent with existing tend use plans. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: State whettier permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed adton. 

• U.S. Fish and Witolife Sennce: Stete whettier ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affed 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. describe ttte 
enecs. 

• U.S. Armv Corns of Enoineers: State (1) whettier pennite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water A d (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttte proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100^ 
year ftood plains will tie affected. Describe any effeds. 

• NationayState Park Servfcea Stete whettier wikllife sanctuaries or refuges, fttetional or Stete Parks or 
foreste wiH be affected, and descritie any effeds. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Consenration Service: State ttie effed of ttte proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Offfce: Stete whettier ttie site and/or st tudures meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogtoal resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On betialf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatiy appredate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please 
send your repfy within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stteet PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please con tad my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very trufy yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
Presktent-JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goklstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 
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March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum (Commission 
Bureau for Historic Presen/atton 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Root 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion. Forest. Elk. McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no ^X^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that ttie Knox and Kane Railroad (Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttte Suriace Transportetion Board (STB) to abandon ttie subjed rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2. a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line ttaverses porttons of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties. PA A map of the proposed track atiandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttte STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notiftoation of the proposed adton and to request your assistance in idenfi^ng any potential effecte 
of this adton as may tie appltoatite to your office as indicated betow. No adverse environmental impads 
are antidpated. However, if you identify any adverse environmentel impads, a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impads is required to lie induded in ttie combined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whtoh will be submitted to ttte STB. Please provkte a written 
response, as appltoabte, ttiat may tie induded in the Report. The required notifications are as foitows: 

• Pennsvlvante State Ctearinohouse: Notiftoation only. 

• Pennsvlvania Deoartmentof Environmentel Protection: State wtiettier ttie proposed adton is consistent 
witti appltoabte Federal, State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• Local and/or Regional Ptennino Aoendes (County Commisstoners): State vwhcttier ttie proposed adton 
is consistent with existing tend use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Stete whettier pennite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
A d (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wikllife Servtoe: State whettier ttie proposed actton te likely to adversely affed 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe ttie 
effeds. 

• U.S. Amfiv Corns of Engineers: State (1) whettier permite under Section 404 of ttte Clean Water A d (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year ftood pteins will be affected. Describe any effeds. 

• National/State Park Servfces: State whettier witolife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Parks or 
foreste will be affected, and describe any effeds. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: Stete ttie effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Offfce: State whettier ttie site and/or sfructures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Pteces (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeological resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historic properties in ttie pro jed area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane. I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply wittiin 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 

Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please con tad my offfce at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours. 

David R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRUjel 
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cc w/attach: Andrew Goktetein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 
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Attachment 3 

Responses to Notifications 

<'Vy<jA n a i l AiMiuuuuuicui 

^ ' • ^ Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties, Pennsylvania 



Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

230 Chestnut Street 
Meadviile, PA 16335-3481 

April 16,2009 

Northwest Regional OtTlce 814-332-6816 
Fax: 814-332-6125 

Mr. David R. Layman, President 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corp. 
P.O. Box 126 
68 Walnut Street 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, and McKean 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) 

Dear Mr. Layman: 

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has reviewed the above project. We have 
the following comment which you should consider when proceeding with this project: 

* The Waste Management Program advises that all wastes generated during this project 
should be properly managed. Questions related to the proper handling and/or disposal of 
wastes, including rail ties, should be directed to the Waste Management program at 814-
332-6848. 

If you have any questions, or if we can be of further service, please contact me. 

Sincerely. 

Kelvin Burch 
Regional Director 

»JUWki 

cc: WM - T. Carlson 
Clarion County Conservation District 
Forest County Con.servation District 
Elk County Conservation District 
McKean County Conservation District 
File 

^ 
KAB:DB:11 

\ l 1 i l | - . . . l i t ; j | l i i r l l i r i i ' > I i I M l i - l I I www.dep.state.pa.us 

http://www.dep.state.pa.us


Count? of Clarion 
department of planning anb Bebelopment 

Court House. 421 Main Street, Suite 38. Clarion Pennsylvania 16214 
www.co. clarion .pa. us 

814-226-4000 Ext. 2801 — Fax:814-226-5275 

April! 5,2009 

Johnstown Enviroiunental Management Corporation 
Attn: David R. Layman 
68 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 126 
Johnstown, PA. 15907-0126 

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Layman: 

Thank you for your letter of advisement conceming the above referenced railroad 
abandonment. Planning Conunission members discussed this abandonment action at 
their monthly meeting held on April 15,2009. The pro{X)sed abandonment action would 
be consistent with existing land use plans as per our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan. 
Our couinty is also piaiming to participate in a feasibility study with the other three above 
referenced counties to convert the railroad right of way into a rails to trails project This 
project would also be consistent with our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan. 

If you have any further questions or needs conceming this subject, please do not 
hesitate to contact our office. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Williams 
Chairman 
Clarion County Planning Commission 

Kristi Ditz. Assistant Planner 
kditz@co clarion pa.us 

Twila L. Rifenbernck. Director 
tnfenberrick@co clarion oa.us 

Kevin L. Reichard, County Engineer 
krpirharr l f f l rn r lar inn na uc 

http://www.co


Forest County Conserv^aiion District 
& Planning Department 

C(>iiiil\ Commissioners 
i\. i.iinc- i'.irivM.' ii.iiiii'.iii 

i{«,lHii | . S i iMii r , Ir 

R:i-i! IX I luMinin 

MunujIEt-r/Director 
ni'iij.',!.!' I . ' !.,r!^-';i 

.'\dministr:itivc .Assistant 
I ) i intM I / D I V I I I 

March 24, 2009 

JEMCOR 
PO Box 126 
68 Walnut Street 
Johnstown PA 15907-0126 

Re: Forest County Comprehensive Plan - Proposed 
Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad, Forest County 

To Whom It May Concern, 

The proposed abandonment of the Knox & Kane Railroad is 
consistent with the Forest County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. It 
particularly applies to the transportation portion and to the 
recreation/conservation portion. The possible future usage as a 
motorized ATV and/or Snowmobile trail would also apply to the economic 
portions of the Comprehensive Plan. 

I communicate this on behalf of the Forest County Commissioners 
who are ultimately responsible for land use practices within Forest 
County. The Commissioners appoint the Conservation District & 
Planning Board and were instrumental in the employment of myself a s 
the Executive Director of the Forest County Conservation District & 
Planning Department. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Douglas E. Carlson, 
Executive Director FCCD&P Dept. 

Mailiiit; .Address: 526 Elm Srrivi, Box 4, Tionesta, PA 163.S3 
Ofllcirs located on Lighthouse Island at the foot of Highland Street 

Tel. S14.7.'>5.34.=>0/814.7.̂ .S..J560 Fax S14.755.3960 

http://S14.755.3960


McKean County Planning Commission 

17137 Route 6 
Smethport, PA 16749 

Phone: (814) 887-2348 
Fax:(814)887-3234 

April 15,2009 
David R. Layman, President 
JEMCOR 
68 Walnut Street 
P.O. Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. IX) 

Dear Mr. Layman: 

We are in receipt of the notification letter for the proposed abandonment of Knox and Kane 
Railroad Company rail line firom MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a distance of 69.9 miles. We understand 
that the line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties in Pennsylvania. 

McKean County is very interested in the future of this rail corridor. The County 
Comprehensive Plan (December 2007), under the Transportation Strategy, states as a specific 
project, that a region-wide land bank program be established for retaining rail rights-of-way for 
priority and feasible future transportation uses, including rail-freight, passenger rail, or rail-trail. 
Under the Public Infrastructure Strategy the Plan states as a project, that trail systems and networks 
should be expanded and promoted locally and regionally as tourism destinations. Lastly, under the 
Economic Development Strategy, it is recommended to reactivate the tourist train from Kane to the 
Kinzua Bridge State Park. Although a lofly goal, it is recognized that this was a significant tourism 
asset for McKean County. 

We understand that the owner of the Knox and Kane line intends to take the proper steps to 
railbank the corridor. As long as the abandonment proceedings include a Notice of Interim Trail Use 
(NITU) in the Surface Transportation Board's decision, the action will be consistent with our County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

McKean County, partnering with Clarion, Forest and Elk Counties, is submitting a grant 
application to the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to provide funds for a rail 
trail feasibility study for the 69.9 mile corridor. The study will identify types of uses for the trail, 
ownership options, maintenance considerations, and opcratioa'maiiageinent scenarios. It will 
include a conceptual trail plan and implementation strategies. The application will be submitted by 
April 22, 2009. If grant funds are awarded the project will begin in early 2010 and be completed by 
June 2011. 





April 15,2009 
Page 2 

The corridor is also identified in the Regional Greenway Plan currently being prepared by 
North Central PA Regional Piaiming and Development Conunission, with assistance ofa consultant, 
for the counties of Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, and Potter. The preservation of 
this corridor is an opportunity to provide a new trail system, connecting four counties, which could 
increase tourism and have a positive economic impact on the entire region. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If we may be of further 
assistance, please feel free to contact our office. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah L. Lunden, 
Director 

e \S3 
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two yean. Should project plans change, dr i 
infonoaiiOD oa listed spedes hecome avslldbje; 

' be cecoosidi 

voa is know i or 
is ifnlid <br 

iflnddiiioiia] 

322 

this deter ninaiion 

Mardi 17.2009 

Coftlnod Mad 
Retum ReceJot Requested 

U S R s h a n d W i l d i f o 
Pannsylwania FieU Office 
315 Soulh AliMi Street. Suite 322 
State Collese. PA 16801-4850 

Re: Prapoaed Abandonment of KnoK and Kane Raflroad . 
Counties of Clarion. Forest Elk. McKean • Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Dodcet Mo. AfrS61 (SdtHHy IX) 

OearSir/Madam: 

Please be advised ItKal the Khooi and Kane Railroad Cofflpariy (KhoK arnl Kane) pians to request a u l h o ^ 
fnm the Surfiace TrarispiMtalion Boafd (STB) to abandon Ihe a u f e ^ rail ine (torn IM^ 
distance of 69.9 mHes. The Knox and Kane line traveries portkins of Clarion, Foiest, Elk and McKean 
countlee.PA A map of tha proposed tracic abandonment is attached 

Pursuant to me STB's reguiaiions at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 110SL7, this eorrespondenoe is to 
serve as noBlkalkw efihe proposed action and to lequestyour assistance 1(1 MenMyngariypolBnUaleffiecla 
of this action as may be appliCBble to your office as indlcalBdbekMf. No adverse enviranmental impacts 
are anticipated. However, if you identify any edvefseerMiranmentalimpacis. a dssti^iikNi of any actions 
ihat may be proposed In order to miilgale such impacts is requied to be Induded in the combined 
Environmental and Htotoric Report (Report) which win tMsubnillBd I D Ihe STB. Pleeae praivMe a written 
rBSponae, as appiicabie. that may be induded in the Report. The required notifications ate as IbilowB: 

• Penn îylVBnia Statp Ctearinffhouser Notlflcalian only. 

• PennswIvaniaDeoartmcntofEnviranmenlalPmtBClioii: Stai«Mi»eHMtrifiapiwp«iM!daetiftnb>«nnfthHant 
with appiiesMs Federal Staleoriocalwaterquamy standards. OescrtbeanyinGonsistancias. 

• Li>calandterReQkinlPianninoAoancie«<Count|»CBmmiMiHne«y Siateii*.iiihwrthitpinpnM»HartiM 
is oonsislent witti exisling land use plana. Describe any inconsistendes. 

a U.& EnviBonniantai PfntBctJonAqanqr: State whattwr. permits under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.&C. § 1342) are rsqi^ed for the propoeed adktn. 

• U.a FWt entf Y l l U m SttfVlCB: stats M«ielher ttie propoaed actton is Nielv to adversely arnsct 
endangsfad or ttvaatoned apaciss or areas dasignatod as a ottlcai habitat and if sa, describe me 

I 

U.& AnnvConiafl#Enemee«r State(1)whettiarpermilsumlBrSedian404ofttieClean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. S1344) era required tor ttw proposed action and (2) v^attisr any deeignated wsttanda o r l OO-
year flood plainawiM be affSadad. Describe any effects. 

NafigfT3ys«atqPaf»9wvingy State whettier wHdtife sanctuaries or refbges,NsDonal or State Partes or 
foraats WM ba aftected. and desorfbe any eftodSL 

agricutturai land. 
^ H i ^ t h t . 

M« • J p . •«# VW 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
prrrsBURGH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

WILUAM S. MOORHEAD FEDERAL BUILDING 
1000 UBERTY AVENUE 

PITTSBURGH, PA1S222-4188 

March 20,2009 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation 

68 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 126 
Jolmstown, PA 15907-0126 

David R. Layman 
JEMCOR 

P.O. Box 126 
68 Walnut Street 

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

Kevin Gabig, Project Manager 

We received your request oo March 18,2009 and your project; Proposed Abandonment ef 
Knox and Kane Raitavad, Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean, PA STB Docket Na 

^ ^ AB-551 (Sub-no. IX), has been assigned to Kevin Gabig, on the date of this letter. Kevin can 
be contacted at (412) 395-7248 or via e-mail at: 

Kevin.E. Gabie@usiue.ann v.mil 

Your Corps of Engineers File number is 2009-658. Please contact Kevin with any questions and 
reference tliis file number in all correspondence with our ofRce concerning this site. 

Sincerely, 

Scott A. Hans 
Chief Regulatory Branch 
Pittsburgh District US ACIE 

mailto:Gabie@usiue.ann


Attachment 4 

Photographs 

t ' * ^ 

f>-«SI 4 t—mm.9..m.-.mm.^mm* 

Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties, Pennsylvania 



Exterior view ofthe Marienville 
Station 

Interior view ofthe Marienville 
Station 
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View of area surrounding the 
Marienville Station 

f ^ 1 / 
Rail Abandonment 
Knox & Kane Railroad 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 



Rail AbaijidoDment 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 
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Rail Abaadonment 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 



Exterior view ofthe Lucinda 
Station 

Interior view ofthe Lucinda 
Station 

• i ^ i - i / . 

View of area surrounding the 
Lucinda Station 

Rail Abaadonment 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 



Rail Abaadonment 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 


