MCCARTHY, SWEENEY & HARKAWAY, P.C.

SUITE 600
2175 K STREET, N.W,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037
ANDREW P. GOLDSTEIN
apg@mshpc.com (202) 775-5560 %.E
FAX (202)-775-5574
ocr
Pubie,
October 5, 2009
Anne K. Quinlan, Esq. By Hand Delivery
Acting Secretary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW 1,2,
Washington, DC 20423 E R@
oy . Ry,
Re: STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X) son. O 2p ()
Knox & Kane Railroad Company — Abandonment Exemption — SPORI;{\’Q o g
In Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania 4n, ‘11‘5,
8o TR

Dear Secretary Quinlan:

Enclosed for filing is a Verified Notice of Abandonment Exemption in the above-
captioned case. Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,700.00 as filing fee for the
same.

Sincerely,

FI LED Andrew P. Goldstein

Attorney for
_ Knox & Kane Railroad Company
ocT 5 2009 Knox & Kane Railroad Compan

SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD


mailto:apg@mshpc.com

ORIGINAL

BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X)

KNOX & KANE RAILROAD COMPANY

— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN CLARION, FOREST, ELK AND McKEAN COUNTIES,
PENNSYLVANIA FEE RECEIVED
0CT -5 2009
SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD
VERIFIED NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION
0CT - 5 2009
SURFACE
TRANSPORTATION BOARD
Eafeemar®
5 2009
BC‘ of Andrew P. Goldstein
0 ub\P\%“Wd McCarthy, Sweeney & I-_Iarkaway, PC
2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 600

Washington, D.C. 20037-1828
(202) 775-5560

Attorney for
Knox & Kane Railroad Company

Dated: October 5, 2009



BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X)

KNOX & KANE RAILROAD COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -~
IN CLARION, FOREST, ELK AND McKEAN COUNTIES,
PENNSYLVANIA
VERIFIED NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION
Knox and Kane Railroad Company (“Knox and Kane™) submits this verified Notice of
Exemption (“Notice of Exemption”) pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1152, Subpart F — Exempt
Abandonments and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights — for Knox and Kane to
abandon its rail line from Milepost 95.3 to Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles located
in the above-listed Counties of Pennsylvania (hereinafter referred to as the “Line”).
Proposed Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2
The abandonment is proposed to be consummated on or after December 6, 2009, which is
at least 50 days after the filing of this Notice of Exemption.
Certification: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)
Knox and Kane certifies that no local or overhead traffic has moved over the Line for at
least two years; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Line (or filed
by a state or local governmental entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of

service over the Line either is pending with this Board or any U.S. District Court or has been

decided in favor of a complainant within the same two-year period. See Exhibit A.

Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1) to (4), (7). (8). and e(4)




(a) General.

(a)(1) Name. The Railroad’s exact name is Knox and Kane Railroad Company.

(a)(2) Jurisdiction. Knox and Kane is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C.
Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

(a)(3) Relief Sought. Knox and Kane seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.FR §
1152.50, to abandonment its line of railroad located between Milepost 95.3, at North Clarion
Junction, PA and Milepost 165.2, at Mt. Jewett, PA a total distance of 69.9 miles. The Line is
located in Clarion, Forest, Elk, and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania. There are no agencies or
terminal stations located on the line.

(a)(4) Map. A map showing the location of the Line in conjunction with other rail lines,
highways, and major roads in the area is attached hereto as Exhibit B and hereby made a part
hereof.

(a)(7) Contact. The representative to whom correspondence regarding this abandonment
should be sent is:

Andrew P. Goldstein

McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, PC

2175 K Street, N.-W., Suite 600

Washington DC 20037-1828

(202) 775-5560

(202) 775-5574

(a)(8) ZIP Codes. The Line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 16254, 16235,
16233, 16260, 16239, 16347, 16735, 16734, and 16740.

(e)(4) Rural and Community Impact. The Line was constructed in several stages between
1881 and 1883 by Pittsburgh and Western Railroad, the Pittsburgh Bradford and Buffalo

Railroad and the New York, Lake Erie, and Western Railroad. The Line was eventually

consolidated under the Pennsylvania and Western Railroad and, in 1902, was purchased by the



Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad operated the Line as part of the
Northern Subdivision until 1982, when the newly formed Knox and Kane Railroad assumed
operation.

The Line is owned by Knox and Kane and does not consist of any reversionary property.

The abandonment of the Line will have no adverse effect on shippers. There has been no
local business for at least two years. No complaint regarding cessation of service has been filed,
is pending, or has been ruled upon in favor of a complainant during that period. There is no new
industry location foreseen that could produce rail traffic sufficient to justify rehabilitation of the
Line and cover ongoing operational expense. There is no overhead traffic.

The properties proposed for abandonment are appropriate for other public purposes
which vary depending on the immediate vicinity of the specific portion of the Line. Highest and
best uses may include, but are not limited to, transfer of interests to adjacent property owners,
recreational, or use by local government. Knox and Kane does not believe the site is suitable for
mass transportation or utility use because the area is currently adequately serviced by existing
roads and utility lines. Based on information in the possession of Knox and Kane, the Line does
not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the possession of Knox and
Kane will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

Certificates of Notice: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), 1105.11, and 1105.12

Attached hereto as Exhibits C-E and hereby made a part hereof are Certificates of Notice,
Service, and Publication pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(d)(1), 1105.11,
and 1105.12. As stated in the attached certification, service and the notice requirements of 49
C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) (notice to certain government agencies) were met at least 10 days prior to

the filing of this Notice of Exemption. See Exhibit C. The notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §



1105.12 (newspaper publication) were met prior to the filing of this Notice of Exemption. See
Exhibit D. Finally, a copy of the Transmittal letter of Knox and Kane’s Combined
Environmental and Historic Report, delivered in accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (service of
environmental and historic report), were met at least twenty (20) days prior to the filing of this
Notice of Exemption. See Exhibit E.

Statement Concerning Federally-Granted Right-of-Way: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1)

Based on the information in the possession of Knox and Kane, the Line does not contain
any federally-granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in Knox and Kane’s possession will be

made available promptly to those requesting it.

Environmental and Historic Report: 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7 and 1105.8

The Combined Environmental and Historic Report, containing the information required
by 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e) (contents of environmental report) and 1105.8 (contents of historic
report), is attached hereto and hereby made a part hereof. See Exhibit F. Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. §
1104.3, the original and ten (10) copies were sent to Victoria Rutson, Section of Environmental
Analysis (“SEA™), on July 15, 2009.

Labor Protection

The abandonment encompasses the entire Knox & Kane line. Accordingly, no labor
protective conditions are appropriate. Should the Board deem labor protective conditions to be

necessary, applicant will be bound by the conditions discussed in Oregon Short Line Railroad

Co. — Abandonment — Goshen, 360 ICC 91 (1979).




Respectfully Submitted,

Andrew P. Goldstein

McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, PC
2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20037-1828

(202) 775-5560

Attorney for
Knox & Kane Railroad Company



EXHIBIT A

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 115250b)

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA )
) SS
COUNTY OF CLARION )

I, Nathan Kovalchick, being duly sworn, depose and state that I am President of
Knox and Kane Railroad Company (“:Knox and Kane™); that I am authorized to make
this verification; and that I have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the
facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated, to the best of my knowledge, infor-
mation, and belief.

I hereby certify that no local traffic has moved over Knox and Kane’s rail line
from Milepost 95.3 to Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles, for at least two years
prior to the date hereof, and that no overhead traffic has moved over the line for at least
two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be rerouted over other lincs.
Further I certify that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line or a
state or local government entity acting on behalf of such use regarding cessation of scr-
vice over the line either is pending before the Surface Transportation Board, or any U.S.
District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period.

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of Knox and Kane by the under-

signed after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the
best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the undersigned.

Nl et

Nathan Kovalchick

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this l_gi day of September, 2009.

My Commission Expires: “-18-1} Vﬁ<\_’
Netary Publie”

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Notartal Seal
James M. Banaszewsk, Notary Public
Hempfield Twp., Westmoreland County
My Commission Expires April 18, 2011

Member, Pennsylvenia Assoclation of Notaries




EXHIBIT A

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.E.R. SECTION 115250b)

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA )
) sS
COUNTY OF CLARION )

I, Nathan Kovalchick, being duly sworn, depose and state that 1 am President of
Knox and Kane Railroad Company (“:Knox and Kane™); that I am authorized to make
this verification; and that I have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the
facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated, to the best of my knowledge, infor-
mation, and belief.

I hereby certify that no local traffic has moved over Knox and Kane’s rail line
from Milepost 95.3 to Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles, for at least two years
prior to the date hereof, and that no overhead traffic has moved over the line for at least
two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be rerouted over other lines.
Further I certify that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line or a
state or local government entity acting on behalf of such use regarding cessation of ser-
vice over the line either is pending before the Surface Transportation Board, or any U.S.
District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period.

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of Knox and Kane by the under-

signed after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the
best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the undersigned.

N Yok

Nathan Kovalchick

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this !ih day of September, 2009.




EXHIBIT B
MAP

[See Attached)



Selinsgrove Je i
Kreamer g

.3 v. Mautland

M R
McKeoes Ro
PCY

‘-.
.WVV. &
A

wartn v PITTSBUR
X; ubenv| .\,..ﬁ
s Mingo Je Doy -
N 8 3 p A
i Comonebwaf .du
>iu.7nv& lo.
—1-_::-.8, Y Moachguhe
"
L] Bentleywlls
WHEELING >
H v/
m H w.llrrt.d.\ﬂ.
= Waynesdurg Y tq.ma
2 \
- 1

M D. BN z.wumﬂw...)_.a %.c\ nwch.—.o {

RAND MS¢NALLY

HANDY RAILROAD MAP

Pennsylvania

. Copyright by Rand MoNally & Company
* L wr s e MadeinUBAL L -
0' \ - N - : * T, , \.n)..-n..uJ me».mﬂm g N .

" LI
[ -
R N A




EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
OF NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED ABANDONMENT

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the
proposed abandonment was mailed via first class mail on August 6, 2009, which is at least ten
(10) days prior to the filing of this Notice of Exemption, to the following parties:

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
P.O. Box 3265
Harrisburg, PA 17105-3265

Headquarters, Military Surface Deployment & Distribution Command
Transportation Engineering Agency

Attention: SDTE-SA

(Railroads for National Defense)

709 Ward Drive, Building 1990

Scott AFB, IL 62225-5357

Mr. Rick Potts, Division Chief

National Park Service

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program
1201 Eye Street, NW (Org Code 2220)
Washington, D.C. 20005

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service

4™ Floor, N.W., Yates Building
201 14" Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dated: (D /5/ 04

DR Cassm,

Andrew P. Goldstein




EXHIBIT D
CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12, the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the
proposed abandonment was advertised in the Forest Press (Forest County, PA), Clarion News
(Clarion County, PA), The Derrick (Venango County, PA), the Kane Republican (McKean
Counties, PA), and the Ridgway Record (Elk County, PA). See attached.

Dated: '\O(s{04

Nundo® Gasi.

Andrew P. Goldstein

10



PROOF OF PUBLICATION

.
Voo

Copy of Notice of P--blication

PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE IN

THE FOREST PRESS

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA
COUNTY OF FOREST, SS:

I, Michael D. Sample, being duly sworn say that 1 am the Publisher of
The Forest Press, owned and published by The Forest Press. of the County and
State aforesaid, and that The Forest Press, a newspaper of general circulation
published in Tionesta, PA, in Forest County; that its said place of business
was established in 1867; since which time The Forest Press has been regularly
issued in said county and that the printed notice of publication attached hereto
is exactly the same as was printed and published in the regular editions and”
issues of the said Forest Press on the following dates, viz

And the 12th day of August, A.D. 2009
r - -
‘Affiant deposes that he is an officer duly authorized by The Forest Press.
of general circulation, to-verify the foregoing statement under oath, and af’_ﬁant
is not interested in-the subJect matter of the aforesaid notice or advertisément,
and that all allegations in the foregoing statements as to time, place and

character of publication are true. (

Publisher

The Forest Press. - -

Swom to and subscribed before me this
12th _day of August 2009

s e
- WY N

y commission expjres February 5, 2013 .
& T J("

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA )

nrs oL

Karol G Hanley Notary qullc +

Andrew P Goldstein MCl::y of Tituswille, CraMord"‘cunl'y .

. ly Commission Expires Feb‘s 2013
2175 K St NW Suite 600 Member, Pernsylvania Association of Nolanes
Washington DC 20037 . RV
Sl o0 L .|t STHE-FORESTPRESS — © -~ - ¢
For publishing the notice of publicatign attached hereto on the above;stated dates____ '_ " $ 7000
Affidavit of same ' $ 500
Total S 75.00

The Forest Press, a newspaper ofjgeneral circulation, hereby acknowledges receipt of the aforesaid notice and
publication costs and certifies that the'same have been duly paid.

The Forest Press, a newspaper of general circulation.




Forest Press Notice of Publication
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‘Knax and, Kane Rallroad Company (“Knox and Kane') gives
nohcethatonorshonly afterAugust.ﬂ 2009 lhntendsto
file with, the - Surface" Transportaﬁon Board (ﬂie'* "Board'),

ashington D020423 anoﬁceofexempﬂon {inder"49
#c FR. § 1152, . Subpart F-+ Exempt Abandonments penmit-
ting Jhe .abandonment of the, 69. 9-mlle rail' liné located
between Mllepost953 at_North Clarion. Junction, PA,and
 Milepost 165.2, at Mt Jewett, PA, in Clarion, Forest. EIK, ahd
McKean Counties, . Pennsylvania ~Thé rall lihe. fraverses
‘through:: : United. States Postal. Semoe Zip Codes 16254
.16235, 16233, 16260; 16239, 16347 16735.; 16734, and
16740:. ﬂ\epmeeedmgwmbedocketedasNo AB—551
(Sub-No 1X) . -

The BoardsSectmnon EnvumnmemalAnalysismllgenemi-
LA prepam an En\nronmenlal Assessment ("EA'), which' will
nonnallybeavaﬂableZSdaysaﬂermeﬁﬁngofmenoﬂeeof
exemphonﬂ Commems on.environmental and, énergy mat
ters should be “filed 'no Iater thant 15.days aﬁef me,EA
becomesavatlablehmepubllcandwdlbﬁaddressedln'
Boa_rddeaslon I’gterestedpersonsmayobtanaoopyofﬂ\e
EA or make: inqumes regarding ﬁenyintmm_erutza_!‘maltmsi by
'writing to- the’ Section” of. Environinental’ Aimtysis,‘.Surface
Tm'nsbonahon Board,\Washlngton 'DC, 3

that ofﬁce at (202) 245-0295

.-—--f 'l..

Appropnate* o(fers af ﬁnanclal :asslstance
service'cary be- filéd with the Board:: Requesls for envyon-
memal ‘Gonditions, public use- condnions or rall bankingltmnls
use can .also be filed with the Board. An onglnal and 10,
conesofanypleadmg ralsesmaltersomermanermmnmen-
'tal issueis (such as trails use, puhllc use; or, offers.of finahcial
assistance)-must be filed directly with. lhe ‘Board’s Oﬂice of |
the Secretary, 395 E Streat,, SW, Washmgton DC 20423—
0001:[See 49.C.FR. § 1104 1(a) and.1104.3(a)},. andtone
copy must-be served on apphcant’s representaﬁve [See 49
"C.FR: § 1104. 12(a)L Queshons reganfng offers ofﬁnanaal
assistarice, public’use; of- trails may: be, directed to; the’
-Board's -Office..of Public Assastance Govemmental Affairs,
and Compliance at 202-245-0238.- Coples of any comments

or requests { for conditions should be served on the apphca- |
tion's represemahve Andrew P Goldstem,;2175 &Street. :

NW, s_u.te ebo Washmgton Dc 20037"- 202—775-5560’

e ——



. — —————

| STB Docket No. AB551 |
' ° (Sub-No. 1X)

] "NOTICE OF INTENT,
TO ABANDON.
RAIL SERVICE

| Knox and Kane Rallroad‘

|Company (*Knox and
Kane) gives notice that
* on or shortly after August |
17, 2009, it intends to file
with the Surface
HMrarisportation Board i (e 1
i"Board"), Washingtop, i
.DC 20423, a notice of
exemptlon under 49:
c F.R. § 1152, Subpart F {
- Exempt Abandonments
-permnttlng the!
abandonment of the
'69.9-mile rail line located !
! between Milepost 95.3, at '
North Clarion Junction,
PA, and Milepost 165.2,
at Mt. Jewstt, PA, In
* Clarion, Forest, Elk, andl

‘McKean Counties,

i ; Pennsylvania. Thé rail
. line traverses through
United States Postal
‘Services Zip Codes

| 16254, 16235, 16233,
16260, 16239, 16347,

18735, 16734,. and

16740. The proceeding

lwnl be docketed as No.

AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X).

il‘he Board s Section on
Envlronmental Analysis
If\‘,‘hl generally prepare an
IEnvlronmental
Assessment ("EA"),
iwhich : will nommally be;
;available 25 days after:
,the filing of the notice of
' exemptlon Comments
- on epvironmental and
i energy matters should be!
1 \filed no later than 15 days:
aﬂer the EA becomes
' avallable to the publlc
|and will be addressed In!
ta Board decision.:

Interested persons may
obtain' a copy of the EA
or make Inquirles
.regarding environmental |
"matters by writing to the
Sectiori of Environmental |

‘Analysis, Surface
| Transportation Board,
Washington, DC 20423
or by calling that office at
(202) 245-0295.

Appropriate offers of
financial assistance 'to
| continue rall service can
 be filed with the Board.!
‘Reauests for!

|wuthup|nmhmmwm:
2 0} Joaiqne ¢ Junoddy ammmm
wwumt&nmmnﬂm:
WY RIS B 031

-mmmmuumg:j

5ueqediiie

Affidavit of Publication

State of Pennsylvania,
County of Clarion, SS:

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the county aforesaid,
Personally appeared Sheryl L. McCloskey who being duly sworn
according to law, doth depose and say that she is a classified
advertising representative of the Clarion News, a newspaper of
general circulation, published at Clarion,. in Clarion County; that
its said place of business was established in1840; that the fotice,
of which the annexed clipping from one of said newspaper is a
copy, was printed and published in the regular editions and issues
of said newspaper on the following date(s):

Auqust 11, 2009

that the affiant is not interested in the subject matter of the said
advertisement; and that all of the allegations of this statement
as to time, place and character of publications are true.

— e

Signature of affiant

Sworn to and subscribed before me this _11th day of

August

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES:

Mary Lomse e Notary Publlc
Clanon, Clarion County, Pennsylvania
My Commission Explres ‘March 4, 2011




Proof of Publication in The Derrick
UNDER ACT NO. 587, APPROVED MAY 16, 1929

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA,
§S:
COUNTY OF VENANGO

Carla Sheatz, of Venango Newspapers, of the County and State aforesaid, being duly sworn, deposes and says
that THE DERRICK, newspaper of general circulation published at Oil City, Pa., County and State aforesaid, was established
in 1871, since which time THE DERRICK has been regularly issued in said county, and that the printed notice or publication
attached hereto is exactly the same as printed in the regular edition and issue of the said THE DERRICK on the following

dates., viz:
14th of August, 2009

Affiant further deposes that she is authorized by VENANGO NEWSPAPERS, agent for said THE DERRICK, to verify the
foregoing statement under oath, and affiant is not interested in the subject matter of the aforesaid notice or advertisement, and
that all allegations in the foregoing statements as to time, piace and character or publication ars true.

COPY OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION O‘A %
toand subscribeg/before me this
Aay of . , 2009

Sw

T ~ T ERr )

OO T U NOTARIAL SEAL “4% 57

. i 1 Barbara'l).-Moffatt, ‘Notary Public |41
v Oil City, Venango County, Pennsylvani

| ... 1~ «| My-Commission Expires April 29, 2013

. WL TR TS

STATEMENT OF ADVERTISING COST
Mcéarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, PC #1515330

2175 K Street  Suite 600
Washington DC 20037

The VENANGO NEWSPAPERS, Dr.

Agent for The Derrick
For publishing the notice or publication attached
hereto on the above dates 530.97
Probating same 11.00
Total 541.97

Publisher's Receipt for Advertising Costs
. VENANGO NEWSPAPERS, agent for THE DERRICK,
s hereby acknowledges receipt of the aforesaid notice and
e publication costs, and certifies that the same have been -
duly paid. '

By
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NO 4,122
PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE IN THE RIDGWAY RECORD
STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, } SS:
COUNTY OF ELK
Darlene M Coder Of The Ridgway Record, of the County and State afore-

said, being duly sworn, deposes and says that The Ridgway Record, a daily newspaper published in
Ridgway, County and State aforesaid, was established December 1, 1903, and since which date The
Ridgway Record has been regularly issucd in said County, and that the printed notice or publica-
tion attached hereto is exactly the same as was printed and published in the regular editions and
issues of '(Kl‘i! gg&asl% T&g’Rb%ay Record on the following dates, viz:

Affiant further deposes that he, she is the—_~20+1888T ¢ my,0 Ridgway Record, a daily

newspaper of general circulation, to verify the foregoing statement under oath, and that neither
the affiant nor The Ridgway Record is interested in the subject matter at the aforesaid notice or
advertisement and that all allegations in the foregoing statements as to time, place and character

of publication are true.
Copy of Notice or Publication \ﬂuﬂlﬂa m W’

Sworn to and subscribed before me this ____17th
day of. August AD,2009
My Commission expires: COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Notarial Seal
Karen R. Kiihoffer, Notary Public

City of St. Marys, Elk County
{___ My Commission 8 Aug, 27
Member, Pa n
! v

STATEMENT OF ADVERTISING COSTS

To Dr. I
For publishing the notice or publication attached hereto on the above dates $ 136,71
Probating same: § _o°
1 1 ') 1 1
Total: $ At

Publisher’s Receipt for Advertising Costs:

hereby acknowledges receipt of the aforesaid notice and publica-
tion costs and certifies that the same have been duly paid.

By




Ridgway Record Notice of Publication

Kuog: ind. Kane Railivad’.C Compan{o( Hnial,
- and Kane?) gives notice that on.or: shortly’ af- 'a
ter August.17, 2009, it intends to ﬁle with the

Washington, DC: 204283} 4 notice"of exe'fnpﬁnn
. undér.49 CFR. '§ 1152,.Subpart-F.~ Exempt 2
* Abandonments .permitting abandonment /
of . the’ 69.9-mile rail line: located- between*,f
Milépost 95.3,.at North Clarion’ Junchon, PA;,
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" PUBLIC NOTICE
' STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X) .
_. NOTICE OF INTENT TO .
ABANDON RAIL SERVICE ;
Knox and Kane Railroad Company (“Knox and
Kane”) gives- notice that on or 'shortly after
August 17, 2009, it intends to file with the Sur )
face ﬂx.nWMvo;mnou Board (the “Board”), Wash- ]
ington, 20423, a notice of exemption under v
49 C.FR. § 1152, Sub F - Exempt Abandon-
ments ___o_.Ew:mnn the abandonment of the ;
69.9-mile rail line located between Milepost °
95.3, at North Clarion Junction, PA, and Mile-
post 165.2, at Mt. Jewett, PA, in Clarion, For-
est, Elk, and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania.
The rail line traverses through United States
Postal Service Zip Codes 16264, 16235, 16233,
16260, 16239, 16347, 16735, 16734, and 16740.
The proceeding will be docketed as No. AB-551
(Sub-No. 1X). . .

. The Board'’s Section on Environmental Analysis
v ' will generally Eﬂwuo an Environmental As-

* sessment A..m_.b._m which will normally be avail-

able 25 days after the filing of the notice of ex-
emption. Comments on environmental and én-
ergy matters should be filed no later than 15
days after the EA becomes available to the pub-
lic and will be addressed in a Board decision.

Interested persons may obtain a copy of the EA
or make inquiries regarding environmental mat-

. ters by smawm to the Section of Environmental :

Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, Wash- 1
ington, DC 20423 or by calling that office at
(202) 245-0295.

Appropriate offers of financial assistance to con-
tinue rail service can be filed with the Board.

" Requests for environmental conditions, public
use conditions, or rail banking/trails use can,
also be filed with the Board. An original .and 10 »
copies of mbm%_mm&:n raises matters other than |
environmental issues (such as trails use, public ,
use, or offers of financial assistance) must be
filed directly with the Board's Office of the Sec- «
retary, 395 E Street, SW, Washington, DC !
20423-0001 [See 49 C.FR. § 1104.1(a) and, .
1104.3(a)], and one copy must be served on ap- T
plicant’s representative. [See 49 -CFR. §-
1104.12(a)l.  Questions_regarding offers of fi-) -

fancial assistance, publi¢ use, or trails may be~ -
directed to the Board’s ‘Office of Public Assis-+
tance, Governmental Affairs, and Compliance at '
! 202-245-0238. Copies of E% comments or re- .
. quests for conditions should be served on the ,
- ) ' application’s representative: Andrew P. Gold- |
stein, 2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 600, Washing- ,

. ton, DC 20037, 202-775-5560.
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EXHIBIT E

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
OF COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(b), 1105.8, and 1105.11, the
undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the environmental and historic reports were mailed
via first class mail on July 14, 2009 which is at least ten (20) days prior to the filing of this
Notice of Exemption, to the parties identified below. The undersigned further certifies that the
transmittal letter required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11, was mailed via first class mail on July 14,
2009 to all agencies listed in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b).

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse
Health & Welfare Building

7" and Forster Streets

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse

Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports and Waterways
P.O. Box 2777

Harrisburg, PA 17105

Pennsylvania Depariment of Environmental Protcction
400 Market Street

P.O. Box 2063

Harrisburg, PA 17105

PaDEP — Northwest Region
230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Water Planning Office (Coastal Zone Management)
P.O. Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwecalth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Clarion County — Commissioners
Clarion County Courthouse

421 Main Street

Clarion, PA 16214

Bureau of Statc Parks
P.O. Box 8551
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8551

Elk County Commissioners
Elk County Courthouse Annex
300 Center Street

P.O. Box 448

Ridgway, PA 15853

11

Forest County Commissioners
526 Elm Street — Box 4
Tionesta. PA 16353

McKcan County Commissioners
500 W. Main Street
Smethport, PA 16749

US Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3 Regional Office

1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

US Fish & Wildlife Service
Pennsylvania Field Office

315 South Allen Street, Suite 322
State College, PA 16801-4850

US Army Engineer District, Pittsburgh, CELRP
Room 2032

William S. Moorhead Federal building

1000 Liberty Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186

National Park Service
Northeast Region

U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

U.S. Natural Resources Conscrvation Service
Pennsylvania State Office

One Credit Union Place, Suite 340
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993

National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway, Station 8815
Silver Spring, MD 20910

QbR Caln

Andrew P. Goldstein



EXHIBIT F
COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT

[See attached]
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X)

KNOX AND KANE RAILROAD COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
COUNTIES OF CLARION, FOREST, ELK, MCKEAN
PENNSYLVANIA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

The Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) submits
this Combined Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to 49
CFR § 1105.7 (e) and 49 CFR § 1105.8 (d), respectively, for an
exempt abandonment of the Knox and Kane from Milepost 95.3 to
Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles, located in the above-

listed Counties of Pennsylvania.



COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

DOCKET NO. AB-551 (SUB-NO. 1X)

KNOX AND KANE RAILROAD COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
COUNTIES OF CLARION, FOREST, ELK, MCKEAN
PENNSYLVANIA
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1.0 Introduction

The Knox & Kane Railroad (the Owner), hereby submits this Combined Environmental
and Historical Report in accordance with the requirements set forth in Title 49 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1105.7(e) and 1105.8(d), respectively, in
association with the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service of the Knox and
Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a total abandonment distance of 69.9
miles. The subject rail corridor (hereafter referred to as “the Line”) exists in McKean,
Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania. The location of the Line is depicted in
Attachment 1.

The notifications sent to federal, state and local government agencies to notify them of
the proposed abandonment and discontinuance of service are provided in Attachment 2.
Attachment 3 provides the associated responses, as/if received.

The remainder of this report is organized to correspond with the individual paragraphs
and subparts of Part 1105.7(e), which specifies the Environmental Report requirements
and Part 1105.8d, which specifies the Historical Report requirements. The text from the
referenced regulation is provided in italicized form immediately followed by the
discussion/response in standard text.

Environmental Report
49 CFR §1105.7 (¢)

2.0 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed action and alternatives.

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned
disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

The Proposed Action involves the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service
over the Knox & Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a distance of 69.9
miles in McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania.

The abandonment of the Line will have no adverse effect on shippers. There has been no
freight shipping on the Lines since the first quarter of 2006. Additionally, there has been
no passenger service on the Line since prior to 2006, owing largely to the destruction of
the Kinzua Bridge by tornado in 2003. No complaint regarding cessation of service has
been filed. is pending or has been ruled upon during that period. There is no new
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industry location foreseen within the Line vicinity that would utilize rail service to the
extent that rehabilitation of the Line would be justified. After abandonment, the Knox
and Kane Railroad will continue to maintain the Kane interchange with the B&P Railroad
between mileposts 150.0 and 150.5, and with the Allegheny Railroad at milepost 164.7.

The Owner does not believe the site is suitable for mass transportation or utility use. The
area is located within small towns and forest areas. The highest and best uses of the Line
vary depending on the immediate vicinity of the specific portion of the Line. Highest and
best uses may include, but are not limited to, transfer of interests to adjacent property
owners, recreational, or use by local government.

A map of the Line is included as Attachment 1.

3.0 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system.

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted
to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

The proposed action will have no effect on regional or local transportation systems or
patterns. No traffic currently moves over the Line and no traffic is expected to move in
the future. Therefore, there will be no diversion to other modes or systems.

4.0 1105.7(e)(3) Land use.
4.1 1105.7(e)(3)(i)

Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review of
the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed
action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

The Commissioners of the Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean were contacted
on March 17, 2009 (see Attachment 2). Responses received from Clarion, Forest and
McKean Counties are shown in Attachment 3. No response was received from Elk
County within the requested 30-day comment period. The abandonment appears to be
consistent with existing land use plans.
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4.2 1105.7(e)(3)(ii)

Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state the efffect of the
proposed action on any prime agricultural land.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was contacted on March 17, 2009
(see Attachment 2). No response was received from NRCS within the requested 30-day

comment period. The Proposed action is not expected to impact any prime, unique,
statewide or local important farmland.

4.3 1105.7(e)(3)(iii)

If the action afffects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the
coastal zone information required by §1105.9.

The Line is not within a designated costal zone.
4.4 1105.7(e)(3)(iv)

If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10906 and explain why.

The Line is not suitable for other public purposes including roads, highways, mass
transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission because the Line is

located within a corridor that is currently adequately serviced by existing roads and utility
lines.

5.0 1105.7(e)(4) Energy.
5.1 1105.7(e)(4)(i)

Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources.
There will be no effect on the transportation of energy resources.

5.2 1105.7(e)(4)(ii)

Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

There will be no effect on recyclable commodities.

Rail Abandonment Page3 of 11
Knox & Kane Railroad.

McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion

Counties, Pennsylvania



5.3 1105.7(e)(4)(iii)

State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.

There will be no effect on energy efficiency because the line is not currently nor has
recently been in use..

54 1105.7(e)(4)(iv)

If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than:
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affected line,
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production of repetitive
data, the information on overall energy efficiency in §1105. 7(e)(4)(iii) need not be
supplied if the more detailed information in §1105.7(e)(4)(iv) is required.

There will be no rail to motor diversion as part of the proposed action.

6.0 1105.7(e)(5) Air.
6.1 1105.7(e)(5)(i)

If the proposed action will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line
affected by the proposal, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated
effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10502) to construct a
new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a
day provision in subsection (5)(i)(A) will apply.

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result from the proposed
action,

Rail Abandonment Paged of 11
Knox & Kane Railroad.

McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion

Counties, Pennsylvania



6.2 1105.7(e)(5)(ii)

If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act,
and will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line,

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload
activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation
Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. 10502), or
a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only the
three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result from the proposed
action.

6.3 1105.7(e)(5)(iii)
If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is
contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelikood of an accidental release of ozone depleting
materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of ozone depleting materials.

7.0 1105.7(e)(6) Noise.
7.1 1105.7(e)(6)(i)

If any of the thresholds identified in Section 5.1 are surpassed, state whether the
proposed action will cause:

An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels.
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7.2 1105.7(e)(6)(ii)

An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive
receptors ( e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and
nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors
if the thresholds are surpassed.

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels.

8.0 1105.7(e)(7) Safety.
8.1 1105.7(e)(7)(i)

Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).

The proposed action will not result in any negative impacts to public health or safety.

8.2 1105.7(e)(7)(ii)

If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials.

8.3 1105.7(e)(7)(iii)

If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known
hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and
the types of hazardous materials involved.

There are no known hazardous waste sites or hazardous materials spills along the Line.
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9.0 1105.7(e)(8) Biological resources.
9.1 1105.7(e)(8)(i)

Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the
proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted March 17, 2009 (see Attachment 2).
The response is shown in Attachment 3. The response indicates that no federally listed
species are known or likely to exist within the project area.

9.2 1105.7(e)(8)(ii)

State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be
affected, and describe any effects.

The Natural Park Service and the Bureau of State Parks were contacted March 17, 2009
(see Attachment 2). No response was received from either the Natural Park Service or
the Bureau of State Parks within the requested 30-day comment period. The proposed
action is not expected to negatively impact any National or State parks or forests. A
portion of the Line exists within the Allegheny National Forest. However, abandonment
of the Line would tend to have a positive impact on the Allegheny Forest due to the
absence of rail traffic.

10.0 1105.7(e)(9) Water.
10.1 1105.7(e)(9)(i)

Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the proposed
action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies.

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) was contacted March
17, 2009 (see Attachment 2). The DEP response is shown in Attachment 3. The
proposed action is compliant with applicable federal, state and local water requirements.
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10.2 1105.7(e)(9)(ii)

Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits
under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected. Describe the effects.

The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (COE) was contacted March 17, 2009 (see Attachment
2). The COE response is included in Attachment 3. The proposed action is unlikely to
impact significant wetlands or other waters of the United States.

10.3 1105.7(e)(9)(iii)

State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1342) are
required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or equivalent agency if they

are unsure whether such permits are required.)

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was contacted March 17, 2009 (see
Attachment 2). No response was received from the EPA within the requested 30-day
comment period. The proposed action will not require a Section 402 Permit.

11.0 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

Surficial staining was observed in the Marienville maintenance shed and roundhouse as
well as in the Kane Yard. The staining is likely a result of incidental releases of
oil/grease during routine maintenance of railroad equipment.

In the Village of Nansen an engine fuel tank was ruptured causing the release of an

unknown amount of fuel. The Owner, if required, will evaluate this release to determine
the appropriate actions necessary to meet PADEP and U.S. EPA requirements.

12.0 1105.7(e)(11) Additional Information for Rail
Constructions.

The following additional information should be included for rail construction
proposals (including connecting track construction):

The proposed action does not include Rail Construction
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Histrocial Report
49 CFR § 1105.8 (d)

13.0  1105.8(d)(1)

A US.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently
detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action)
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the
proposed action;

Attachment 1 provides the location and configuration of the entire Line (Figure 1) ona
large scale USGS topographic map. Attachment 1 also provides more detailed USGS
topographic maps that provide the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures in Marienville (Figure 2) and Lucinda (Figure 3) as well as several steel and
wood trestles that are more than 50 years old.

14.0 1105.8(d)(2)

A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding
area.

The right-of-way varies up to a maximum width of 60-feet along track areas and
additional various widths in siding areas. The Clarion Junction area also contains
approximately twenty acres within the turnaround area.

The Line exists between the town of Clarion in Clarion County, Pennsylvania to a point
just north of Mount Jewett in McKean County, Pennsylvania. The Line is primarily
present in rural areas but also travels through small towns. The Line was constructed to
be as level as possible and thus follows a winding path within the moderately hilly
topography though which it exists.

15.0 1105.8(d)(3)

Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the immediately
surrounding area;

Photographs of the structures are provided in Attachment 4.

Rail Abandonment Page 9 of 11
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16.0 1105.8(d)(4)

The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known;

The actual construction dates of the buildings are not known. However, the Lucinda and
Marienville stations have each been historically restored within the past decade. The
Knox and Kane offices were historically a feed/grain mill but were completely gutted and
retrofitted as a modemn office in the 1990s. The Roundhouse structure includes an older
concrete block section (the portion greater than 50 years old) and a newer frame and
steel/wood sided section which was constructed in the 1990s.

170  1105.8(d)(5)

A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,
if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

The Line was constructed in several stages between 1881 and 1883 by Pittsburgh and
Western Railroad, the Pittsburgh Bradford and Buffalo Railroad and the New York, Lake
Erie and Western Railroad. The Line was eventually consolidated under the
Pennsylvania and Western Railroad and in 1902 was purchased by the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad operated the Line as part of the
Northern Subdivision until 1982, when the newly formed Knox & Kane Railroad
assumed operation. The Knox & Kane Railroad operated the Line until the first quarter
of 2006 when all freight and Passenger services were halted due to declining freight
deteriorating track conditions.

18.0 1105.8(d)(6)

A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic;

Available documents include track charts, track survey drawings, and shipping
information. However, none of the referenced information depict the special buildings
identified as being 50 or greater years old.

19.0 1105.8(d)(7)

An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad’s possession) as to
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office. local historical societies or universities);

Rail Abandonment Page 10 of 1]
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The State Historic Preservation Office (HPO) was contacted on March 17, 2009 (see
Attachment 2). No Response was received from the HPO within the requested 30-day
comment period. The Stations at Lucinda and Marienville may qualify for national
Register of Historic Places. The Roundhouse and Knox & Kane offices in Marienville
have been renovated and rebuilt to the point that they are not likely to be historically
significant.

200  1105.8(d)(8)

A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions
(naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the
surrounding terrain.

No information regarding subsurface ground disturbance or fill is available.

21.0  1105.8(d)(9)

Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specified nonrailroad
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location
and type of the site ( i.e., prehistoric or native American).

Photos taken at numerous locations along the Line are available on request.
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Attachment 1

Figure 1, Figure 2 & Figure 3
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-4 PO BOX 125 38 WALNUT STREET

JEMCQOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15807-0122

Pnone (214) 533-2680 Fax .814; 533-2561

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retum Receipt Requested

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse
Heatth & Welfare Building

7th and Forster Streets
Harrisburg, PA 17120

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania rtmentof Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

o Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

o U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e US. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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O e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

@ ccwiattach. Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
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§é % PO BOX 126 8 WALNUT STREET
JEMCOR JOHNSTOWIN PA 15907-0126
Z Phone (814) 533-2380 Fax (B14; 533-2661
% ar—————————————————
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail
Return Receipt Regquested
PaDEP - Northwest Region
230 Chestnut Street

Meadville, PA 16335

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania St-ate Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pen pia tof Envi 1P ion: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e S. Amy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

o U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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0 e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the critenia for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

ot R
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel

Attachments

cc wiattach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
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£ %,
g 8 POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET
JEMCOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15617-G125
% . Pnrone 1314) 533-2680 Fax (814; 533-2851
% ()@ — e —
CUVPUEMCOR FlasiURi Clanon Caundy
March 17, 2009
Cettified Mail

Retum Receipt Requested

Clarion County - Commissioners
Clarion County Courthouse

421 Main Street

Clarion, PA 16214

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweaith of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear SirlMadam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance inidentifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners). State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmentat Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Armmy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood piains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e US. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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@ e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

@ ccwi/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
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K] PO BOX 126 58 WALNUT STREET

JEMCOR = JCHNSTOWN PA 159G7-0126

Phore 1814, 533-2580 Fax (813} 533-2621
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March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retum Receipt Requested

Forest County Commissioners
526 Eim Street - Box 4
Tionesta, PA 16353

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100~
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

¢ U.S. Nalural Resources Conservation Service. State the effect of the proposed action on any pnme
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick
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Gﬁ' Phgne. 814) §33-2630 Fax (814) 533-2691
€ WRLIEMCOR Flaslil £ Coury
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested
Elk County Commissioners
Elk County Courthouse Annex
300 Center Street
P.O. Box 448

Ridgway, PA 15853

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweaith of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 {Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sirf/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Eik and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached. .

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this comespondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order io mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined

. Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written

response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsyivania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whethes the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

. S. Ammy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U s C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Setvices: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please

send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Wainut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, piease contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

it £ e n
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc w/attach:  Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovaichick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

® Compilete items 1, 2, and 3. Also compiete
em 4 i Restricted Delivery is desired.

8 Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can retumn the card to you.

B Attach this card to the back of the mailplecs,
or on the front if space permits.

1. Article Addressed to:
Elk County Commissioners

Elk County Courthouse Annex
300 Center Street P.O. Box 448

A
N
' &497
amwm ﬂ a:?mo.m,
JUA AL 2K
D. Is defivery address dififrent from ftem 12 [ Yes
It YES, enter defivery address below:  [J No

Ridgway, PA 15853

3 Type
Certified Mail [ Express Mall
Registered ] Retum Recelpt for Merchandise
OinsuredMal [0 COD.

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) D Yes
2. Article Number
(Transter from service tabel) _ 7005 2570 0000 3850 008hL
PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Retumn Recelpt 102585-02-M-1540
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S (=1 PO BOX 125 68 WALNUT STREET
- JEMCOR - JOHNSTOV/N PA 15907-0125
% & Phone 1814) 533-2680 Fax :314) 533-2591
€ WPUEMCOR FRspi(AK Mchman Caunty
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested
Mckean County Commissioners

500 W. Main Street
Smethport, PA 16749

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonweailth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification onty.

e Pennsyivania Departmentof Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the

effects.
e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33

U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

o National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service. State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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@ e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

@ cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION COMPLETE TH'5 SECTION ON DELIVERY
B Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
. 2
Ceof

item 4 if Restricted Dellvery is desired.

® Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can retum the card to you.

B Attach this card to the back of the maiipiece,

or on the front if space pesmits.
1. Article Addressed to: f YES, enter delivery addressbeiow:  [J No

Mckean County Commissioners
500 W. Main Street
Smethport, PA 16749

Mal O Express Mall
O Reglstered 3 Return Recelpt for Merchandise

O insured Mall O] C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Foe) O Yes

2. Article Number 7005 2570 0000 3A50 0093
(Transfer from service label)

PS Form 3811, February 2004 Ocmestic Retum Receipt

102595-02-M-1540
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JEMCOR ™ JOHNSTOWN PA 15807-0126

POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET

Phone 1814) 533-2680 Fax 814; 533-2591

March 17, 2009
Certified Mail

Retumn Receipt Requested

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3 Regional Office

1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) pians to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance inidentifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners). State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether pemits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please

send your reply within 30 days to:
David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126
Johnstown, PA 159070126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

Lot £ /g,_w
David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRLUjjel
Attachments

Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

cc w/attach:

SENDER: cCoMPLETE THIS SECTION

B Complete items 1, 2,
ftem 4 if Restricted Do, Aso

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

USEPA

Region 3 Regional Office

1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029

WA, S O 0

D. bmmm“fmn‘ AN, v
If YES, enter delivery address below: I No

3 Type
-’?"’T’MW O Express Mai
Registored DWMMMM“
COmsuedMal O copb.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fea)

Q ves

2. Article Number
mmmmm

°005 25?0 pOOO 3850 0109

PSFOfm3811,Febma;y2004

Domestic Return Receipt

102595-02-M-1540
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POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET

JEMCOR - JOHNSTOWN PA 15¢07-0126

Phone (314) 533-2680 fFax (B14) §33-2691

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retumn Receipt Requested

U S Fish and Wildlife
Pennsylivania Field Office

315 South Allen Street, Suite 322
State College, PA 16801-4850

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Eik, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsyivania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondenceis to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsyivania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsyivania Departmentof Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

o National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Wainut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

- Atmhmlswdtomebwkofmemailpbeo.
or on the front if space permits.

1. Article Addressed to:

U S Fish and V\ﬁldgffc:_:
Pennsylvania Field Office i
315 South Allen Street, Suite 322 !

State College, PA 16801 -4850 = =
Certified Mail (3 Express Mall

Return Receipt
O insured Mail g c.opn.
4. Restricted Dellvery? (Extra Foa) O Yes
2. Aticle Nurmber -ggs 2570 0000 3850 01lb
munsfarfmmsumelabd) ’ —
. PS Form 3811, February 2004 Suiisstic Ratum Recelpt 0259502
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S =1 PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET
~ JEMCOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15807-0126

2 Phone (814)533-2680 Fax_{814) 533-2691

LN

————

USComa

March 17, 2009

Cettified Mail
Retumn Receipt Requested

US Army Engineer District, Pittsburgh, CELRP
Room 2032,

William S. Moorhead Fed. Bldg.

1000 Liberty Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealith of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistancein identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. Howevey, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed actionis consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wikllife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Ay Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

o National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
foresis will be affected, and descnbe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRLjel
Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

8 Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
item 4 if Restricted Delivery s desired.
| Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can retum the card to you. it
B Attach this card to the back of the mailplece, >/
or on the front if space permits.
1. Article Addressed to: HYES, entor defivery acidress boiow: 3 No
US Amy Engineer District, Pittsburgh,
CELRPRoom 2032,
William S. Moorhead Fed. Bidg.
1000 Liberty Avenue >
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186 Type
Certifiod Mafl  [J Bxpross Mall
O Registored O Retum Receipt for Merchandise
OinswedMail [0 C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fea) Oves
2. Article Number
(Transfer from service lebel) 7005 2570 0000 3850 0123
PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102595-02-M-1540



S00Z/TV/S-dBA

o) puw 18304 ‘W3 i £ ]
saurpudidrunjy snot

7591 N © £'56-dIN
peoI[RY UTY P xoUYy
JuImuopavqy ey 1mfoig

depy peosjioy suey 7 xouy

S9N 1 o[uog opunxcuddy

uz 9l 6¥ 691 WON
67 691 0§'1€1 b
05 161 ot sit 158504
it 0 §6 i)
T WRYHON  IRr] Giaginog mo)
6961 PINAGICIONG L56] Poreg

9135 000'USE | Wrvwajisong eamm

dow L SOSN e

23

$2uN0SAY enmN N
pux uonE )

JO wawimdag) qwul

iy {suuag g

{q pauno amdang pj2

0B 1Npeiy

f >

e AN

A S
AR
R Al




® tn%
L PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET

JEMCOR - JOHNSTOWN PA 15807-0126

% E Phone (814) 533-2680 Fax (B814) 533-2691

CAWPUEMCOR FImtK Mot Pak Servios
March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

National Park Service
Northeast Region

U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)

Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company {Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line tfraverses portions of Clarion, Forest, EIk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsyivania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed actionis consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S._Environ jon A - State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

] S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
USC § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

o National/State Park Sesvices: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.



Page 2 of 2

o National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Presesvation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this malter. Please

send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

if you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

,a«.ll(/é_w

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc wiattach. Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION OMP

@ Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
ltem 4 if Restricted Delivery Is desired.

B Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can return the card to you.

B Attach this card to the back of the mailpiece,

or on the front if space permits.

1. Article Addressed to:

National Park Service:
Northeast Region
U.S. Custom House
200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

2. Article Number

(Transter from service labe) 7004 1160 0003 5231 49bY

PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt
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JEMCOR - JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126

POBOX 126 58 WALNUT STREET

Phone {814) 533-2680 Fax (814) 533-2691

% N = — —

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

Bureau of State Parks
PO Box 8551
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8551

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
STB et No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X

Dear Sir/lMadam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 185.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. Howevey, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

o | ocal and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners). State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

o U.S Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Consefvation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation

68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

A. Signature -, \:‘ \\._ ""f)ﬂm:

i
canpletomLZ.anda.Alsoqomple‘ha ... o g
lm4ﬂwwmb the reverse X NP A i Addréscse
sommwdtoﬂnbackof&emailplece. m

Attach this D Yes
. or on the front it space permits. n.umwﬂ?mmmmﬂ Ono
pos o uygs,mddmm”’
1. Addressed
Bureau of State Parks
PO Box 8551
Harvisburg, PA 17105-8551

Y Type
Centifiod O Express Mail
/?R;Bﬂw [ Retum Receipt for Merchancise
O insured Mal___0J COD.
% Festriciad Delivery? (Extra Fes) OYe

1 4971
2. Aticle Number 2004 11kL0 0003 523 —
(Transfer from service label) e it 102595-02-
ps Form 3811, February 2004
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o PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET
-~ ._.
JEMCOR JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0128
4 (ﬁ Phone (814) 533-2680 Fax (814) 533-25¢1
%emelt
March 17, 2009
Certified Mail

Return Receipt Requested

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service
Pennsyivania State Office

One Credit Union Place, Suite 340
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rait line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this comespondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of

archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

if you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

a«..'!(/;,w

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRLjel
Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

+ @ Complets items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete
Restricted Delivery is desired,
8 Print your name and address on the reverse
soﬂlatwomnmnmmecardtoyou.
] Attaehﬁbcatdtomebackoﬂ\emailpleeg_
or on the front if space permits.

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY
A. Signature

X [ Agent
] Addresses
B. by ( Name} __}C. Dgte of
2 Wl hin 3’077‘?

1. Article Addressed to:
US Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Pennsylvania State Office
One Cre_!dit Union Place, Suite 340
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993

D. Is defivery address different from¥tem 17 L3 Yo
If YES, enter defivery address below: L] No

mm D Express Mmaj

O Registored [ Retum Receipt for Merchandise
OinsuredMal DI C.OD.

4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) O ves

2, Asticle Number
(rmwmmm

7004 1160 0003 5231 5008

i PS Form 3811, February 2004

Domestic Return Receipt

102595-02-M-1540
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PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET

s &
- JEMCOR - JOHNSTOWN PA 15807-0126

Phone (814) 533-2680 Fax (814; 533-2691

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Return Receipt Requested

National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway, Station 8815
Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Eik, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear Sir/Madam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a wriften
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsyivania Department of Environmentai Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Localand/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

_ & National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State Parks or

forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

e U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land.
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e National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.

e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likeiihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this malter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walinut Street PO Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.

Very truly yours,

we,éw

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY

m Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete A Signare -
lvem 4 If Restricted Delvery is desired. X7 L. 0 gert
8 Print your name and address on the reverse [/ %7 e tdem Addresee.
50 that we can retum the card to you. B. Receivod by ( Printed Name) of Delivery
® Attach this card to the back of the mailplece, G'lﬂf o éﬂ-#lm 03_201%
or on the fom ¥ : D. Is deiivery address different from item 17 O3 Yes
1. Article Addressed to: I YES, enter delivery address beiow: 3 No
National Geodetic Survey
1315 East-West Highway
Station 8815
Silver Spring, MD 20910 = oo
§wm O Exprees Mail
Registered [ Retum Receipt for Merchandise
O msuwred Mail ] C.OD.
4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Foe) O ves
- Artcle Numoer 3 5231 4788
2 moater fromm serice b 2004 1160 D003 5

. PS Form 3811, February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102595-02-M-1500
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- JEMCOR - JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126

. Phone :814) 533-268D Fax ({B14) 533-2691
%{ (ﬁ — e — ——

POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET

March 17, 2009

Certified Mail
Retumn Receipt Requested

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor
400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsyivania

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)
Dear SirfMadam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, EIk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB'’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this comespondence is to
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a written
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required notifications are as follows:

e Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only.

e Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed action is consistent
with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

e Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wildlife Service: State whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the
effects.

e US. of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

e National/State Park Services: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

o U.S Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land. )
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@ ® National Geodetic Survey: Notification only.
e State Historic Preservation Office: State whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing

on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area.

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, | greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in this matter. Please
send your reply within 30 days to:

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680.
Very truly yours,
ot £ /“’?"‘W

David R. Layman
President - JEMCOR

DRUjel
Attachments

cc wi/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq.
Joseph Kovalchick

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY
] Oolnpletenerns1.2.anda.Alsocomplate
item 4 if Restricted Delivery Is desired.
B Print your name and address on the reverse
so that we can retum the card to you.

- :
B. by ( Printed Name) G-Mdmm
B Aftach this card to the back of the mailplece, 1 9 2008

or on the front if space permits. D. 15 olivery address different from tem 17 ] Yes
1. Aticle Addressed to: if YES, enter delivery addressbeiow: L1 No

PA Historical and Museum Comm.
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building,
Second Floor - 400 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 3?% "
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Attachment 3

Responses to Notifications

Rail Abandvamcni

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion
Counties, Pennsylvania
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pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

www.dot.state pa.us

August 4, 2009

Surface Transportation Board
Section of Environmental Analysis
395 E Streets, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re: Knox & Kane Railroad Abandonment in Clarion, Forest, EIk,
and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania (STB Docket No. AB-551
(Sub-No. 1X))

Dear Sir or Madam:

The PennDOT Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports and Waterways is in receipt of a July 14, 2009,
letter from Mr. Andrew P. Goldstein, Attorney for Knox & Kane Railroad (KKRR), requesting that the
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) review the combined Environmental & Historic
Report (Report) enclosed with their letter and forward any comments to the Surface Transportation
Board’s Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA). The Report was prepared in connection with KKRR’s
proposed abandonment (see above referenced STB docket) of its 69.90 mile rail line located between
Milepost 95.3, at North Clarion Junction, PA, and Milepost 165.2, at Mt. Jewett, PA, within Clarion,
Forest, Elk, and McKean Counties, PA.

The Report was forwarded to PennDOT Engineering Districts 1-0, 2-0, and 10-0, which have
jurisdiction for the counties in which the line of railroad being proposed for abandonment is situated. In
addition, the Report was also reviewed by PennDOT’s Bureau of Design (Environmental Quality
Assurance Division (EQAD) and Design Services Division) and Bureau of Highway Safety & Traffic
Engineering, as well as by the Planning Deputate’s Program Center.

The Department does not have jurisdiction over the management and protection of environmental
resources that may be affected by this project; however, any Federal agency providing project funding
may require compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. In addition, if any work is
to be performed within Department right-of-way in Clarion County or access to state roads, such as
driveways or construction entrances, is needed in said county, the Department requests that Mr. David P.
Tomaswick, P.E., Acting District Permit Engineer, PennDOT Engineering District 10-0, be contacted at
724-357-2831 for more information regarding the necessary permits.

Should you have any questions or if we may be of any further assistance to you regarding this
matter, please contact Tom Stettler of my staff at (717) 772-2637 or e-mail tstettler@state.pa.us.

Sincerely,

RPN

Sarah L. Gulick
Acting Director
Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways

Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways| PO Box 2777| Harrisburg, PA 17102-2777|717-783-8567


http://www.dot,state
mailto:tstettler@stete.pa.us

8200/SLG/THS
cc: Andrew P. Goldstein, Esq., McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C.
Gary Fawver, P.E., Bureau of Design, 7" Flr., CKB
Gina M. D’ Alfonso, Office of Chief Counsel, 9" Fir., CKB
William @G. Petit, P.E., District 1-0
Kevin R. Kline, P.E., District 2-0
Thomas H. Baltz, P.E., District 10-0
Mark Chappel, 7* Floor Keystone Bldg,
Dave Bachman, 6" Floor Keystone Bldg.
Bob Raves, 6" Floor Keystone Bldg.
BRFPW File

S:\Bureau of Rail Freight\Planning\Staff Folders\Tom\STB Abandonment&Sale Notices\Comments for
Environmental Reports\KKRRabandonment ClarionForestElkMcKean Counties AB551(1X) PennDOT
Comments on ER to STB.doc

Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways| PO Box 2777| Harrisburg, PA 17102-2777|717-783-8567


file://S:/Bureau

pennsylvania

NI
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION

E AND NATURAL RESOURCES

BUREAU OF STATE PARKS

July 31, 2009

Andrew P. Goldstein, Esq.

Attorney for Knox and Kane Railroad
McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C.
Suite 600, 2175 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037

Dear Mr. Goldstein:

In reference to your letter dated July 14™, 2009: Re: STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No.
1X), Knox & Kane Railroad — Abandonment Exemption — Clarion, Forest, Elk and
McKean Counties, Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Bureau of State Parks welcomes the
opportunity to comment on the potential abandonment of this corridor. As you may be aware,
approximately 0.55 miles of the railroad corridor traverses the Kinzua Bridge State Park in
McKean County and once served as a major gateway for visitors to the park eager to catch a
glimpse of the engineering marvel known as the Kinzua Viaduct.

Abandonment of the railroad corridor within Kinzua Bridge State Park is favored for the
benefit of the visitors to the park. The abandonment will allow unimpaired access to either side
of the Viaduct. This would enhance the development of the visitor center that is planned for the
park, which will be located next to the railroad corridor.

The potential abandonment of this corridor presents exciting new opportunities for the
communities along the entire 69.9-mile corridor. To realize its true and full potential, the Bureau
of State Parks encourages and fully supports the railbanking of this corridor under the National
Trails System Act. By railbanking this line, the 69.9-mile corridor will be conserved via a public
recreational facility and be preserved in perpetuity until such time the corridor is needed for any
future transportation needs in the area. The abandonment and subsequent railbanking of the
corridor will enhance the visitor experience at the park by allowing uninhibited access for
programming and the development of a new visitor center.

The Pennsylvania Bureau of State Parks supports the abandonment of the Knox & Kane
Railroad and encourages all parties to consider railbanking the corridor for interim recreational
use to benefit the region. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this action.

conserve sustain enjoy

P.O. Box 8551, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8551 | Phone 717-787-6640 | Fax 717-787-8817

An Equal Opoortunity Employer dcnr.state.pa.us Printed an Recycled Paper @



Commonwealth of Pennsylvam'a'a
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
-Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2 Floor
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 July 30, 2009

wwi.phme.state.pa.us
Andrew P. Goldstein

McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C.
2175 K Street. NW, Suite 600 Bap BrEIITE REVIEW Use
Washington, DC 20037 TR NUMDES

Re: ER 09-1114-042-B
STB Docket No. AB-551(Sub-No. 1X) Proposed Abandonment of
the Knox and Kane Railroad, Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties
Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Goldstein:

The Bureau for Historic Preservation (the State Historic Preservation Office) has
reviewed the above named project in accordance with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended in 1980 and 1992, and the regulations (36
CFR Part 800) of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as revised in 1999 and
2004. These regulations require consideration of the project's potential effect upon both
historic and archaeological resources.

Because your request does not include sufficient information, we are unable to
proceed with our review until the following additional information is submitted.

1. Please supply a contextural history for the Knox and Kane Railroad. Who did this line
serve? What did it carry — freight and/or passengers? What period did it operate in?

2. Please supply additional photographs and history of the related stations, round house
and other railroad related resources.

3. Please inform us of the ownership, and future use of the stations, roundhouse turntable
and railroad line?

In our opinion no archaeological resources will be affected by this project.

Adnimiicred i che
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission

Edward G Rindell. Gmernor - Wayne S Spiluve, Charman  Barbra Franco, Exccusne Direcior


http://www.oh

Page 2
A. Goldstein
Aug. 30, 2009

If you need further information regarding historic structures please consult with
Susan Zacher at (717) 783-9920.

Sincerely,

d,“. ;wuwu‘{w

Douglas C. McLearen, Chief
Division of Archaeology &
Protection

DCM/smz



McKean County Planning Commission

17137 Route 6
Smethport, PA 16749
Phone: (814) 887-2348
Fax: (814) 887-3234

July 28, 2009

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Ref: Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X)

Dear Sir or Madam:

We have received information pertaining to the Knox and Kane Railroad Company

submitting a Combined Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to 49 CFR § 1105.7 (e) and 49
CFR § 1105.8 (d) for an exempt abandonment of 69.9 miles of rail line. After reviewing the
document we offer the following comments:

3.0

4.0

1105.7(e)(2) Transportation System — States that the proposed action will have no effect on
regional or local transportation systems or patterns. This is true in the sense that no rail
traffic currently moves over the Line. However, McKean County (partnering with Clarion,
Forest and Elk counties) has filed a grant application in April, 2009 with the PA Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources to provide funds for a rail trail feasibility study for
the entire corridor. The study will identify types of uses for the trail, ownership options,
maintenance considerations, and operation/maintenance scenarios. It will include a
conceptual trail plan and implementation strategies. As part of the study, the rail line from
Kane (McKean County) to the Kinzua Bridge would be looked at to see if it would be
feasible to revitalize a tourist excursion train on that section of track.

The corridor is also identified in the Regional Greenway Plan currently being prepared by
North Central PA Regional Planning and Development Commission. The preservation of
this corridor is an opportunity to provide a new trail system, connecting four counties, which
could increase tourism and have a positive economic impact on the entire region. Therefore,
there could be an effect on the regional and local transportation system by providing another
option or mode (trail) of travel to the area.

1105.7(e)(3) Land Use

4.1 1105.7(3)(3)(1) — We understand that the owner of the Knox and Kane line intends to
take the proper steps to railbank the corridor. As long as the abandonment
proceedings include a Notice of Interim Traill Use (NITU) in the Surface
Transportation Board’s decision, the action will be consistent with the McKean
County Comprehensive Plan, 2007.



Tuly 27, 2009

Page 2

44

9.2

McKean County is very interested in the future of this rail corridor. The County
Comprehensive Plan, 2007, under the Transportation Strategy, states as a specific project,
that a region-wide land bank program be established for retaining rail right-of-way for
priority and feasible future transportation uses, including rail-freight, passenger rail, or rail-
trail. Under the Public Infrastructure Strategy, the Plan states as a project, that trail systems
and networks should be expanded and promoted locally and regionally as tourism
destinations. Lastly, under the Economic Development Strategy, it is recommended to
reactivate the tourist train from Kane to the Kinzua Bridge State Park. Although a lofty goal,
it is recognized that this was a significant tourism asset for McKean County.

1105.7(e)(3)(iv) — States that the line is not suitable for other public purposes, however, we
feel that it could be used as a rail trail system connecting four counties, as well as, possibly
operating a tourist train from Kane to Kinzua Bridge State Park. This should be included as
an alternative use when the Board reviews the abandonment request.

1105.7(e)(8)(2) — When the corridor is railbanked it could be proposed for trail use. And the
section of the line from Kane to Kinzua Bridge State Park will be studied to determine if it
would be feasible to reactivate a tourist train to the State Park. This could have a positive
impact on the State Park visitation numbers and the economy of the region.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the document. If we may be of further assistance,

please feel free to contact our office.

Sincerely,

3@&%4 a‘(o(a,u/nde—ru

Deborah L. Lunden,

CC Andrew P. Goldstein ¥~ Director
Attorney for Knox and Kane Railroad



Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection

B U

230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335-3481
July 27, 2009

Northwest Regional Office 814-332-6816
Fax: 814-332-6125

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: Docket No. AB-551
Knox and Kane Railroad
Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean Counties

Dear Surface Transportation Board:

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has reviewed the information provided by
Attorney Andrew P. Goldstein, in his July 14, 2009, letter to me.

DEP previously provided comments on the proposed project in a letter dated April 16, 2009. DEP
understands that Knox and Kane Railroad only seeks approval to abandon the railroad at this time. DEP
was informed that the only immediate proposed activity, after abandonment, involves removal of the steel
rail, and that ties, ballast, and other existing facilities (bridges, culverts, out-buildings) will remain in
place for the time being.

DEP recommends that prior to beginning any reclamation, demolition, or storage of materials
along the corridor, the following contacts be made:

Storage or disposal of rail, Contact Todd Carlson, P.E., Regional Manager, Waste

ballast, ties Management Program, 814-332-6848. Storage or disposal
of these materials may require DEP approval.

Buildings and other structures | Contact John Guth, Regional Manager, Air Quality
Program, 814-332-6940. Demolition of existing buildings
may require DEP approval.

Bridges. culverts, Contact John Holden, P.E., Regional Manager, Watershed

wetland streams Management Program, 814-332-6984.

Any work along the rail corridor that impacts these existing
structures or resources, may require DEP’s approval.

An Equal Opportunily Employer www.dep.state.pa.us Printed on Recycled Paper @


http://www.dep.state.pa.us

Section of Environmental Analysis -2-

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions, please contact Staci
Gustafson, Assistant Regional Director, at 814-332-6816.

Sincerely,

N T

Kelvin A. Burch
Regional Director

cc:  Andrew P. Goldstein
Clarion County Conservation District Office
Forest County Conservation District Office
Elk County Conservation District Office
McKean County Conservation District Office
Staci Gustafson
Todd Carlson
John Guth
John Holden
File

KAB:JAH:jb:ll:sp



Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection

Rachel Carson State Office Building
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
July 22, 2009

Water Planning Office 717-772-5622

Andrew P. Goldstein

McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C.
2175 K Street, N.W.,, Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20037

Re:  DEP File No. CZ7:FPL

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X),

Knox & Kane Railroad Abandonment Exemption -

Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania.
Dear Mr. Goldstein:

The Pennsylvania Coastal Resource Management (CRM) Program has reviewed the General
Information letter received in this office on July 17, 2009, concerning the proposed project listed above

that is located in Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania.

We have determined that this proposed project is located outside of Pennsylvania’s Erie and
Delaware Coastal Zones, and will not impact upon it.

Thank you for coordinating with CRM on this project.

Sin es\ely,

S

Donovan J. Houck
Environmental Planner
Coastal Resources Management Program

Enclosure

An Fyual Opportunity Employer www.dep.state.pa.us Printed on Recycled Paper @
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Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335-3481
April 16. 2009

Northwest Regional Office 814-332-6816
Fax: 814-332-6125

Mr. David R. Layman, President

Johnstown Environmental Management Corp.
P.O. Box 126

68 Walnut Street

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

Re:  Proposed Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, and McKean
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. 1X)

Dear Mr. Layman:

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has reviewed the above project. We have
the following comment which you should consider when proceeding with this project:

@ * The Waste Management Program advises that all wastes generated during this project
should be properly managed. Questions related to the proper handling and/or disposal of
wastes, including rail ties, should be directed to the Waste Management program at 814-
332-6848.

If you have any questions, or if we can be of further service, please contact me.

Sincerely,

LN

Kelvin Burch
Regional Director

cc: WM - T. Carlson
Clarion County Conservation District
Forest County Conservation District
Elk County Conservation District
McKean County Conservation District
File

KAB:DB:ll

A Fajuad Opportumes Feyione WWW-dep-State-pa-US Pametm Ko, e



County of Clarion
Department of Planning and Bevelopment

Court House, 421 Main Street, Suite 38, Clarion Pennsylvania 16214
www.co.clarion.pa.us
814-226-4000 Ext. 2801 --- Fax: 814-226-5275

April 15,2009

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
Attn: David R. Layman

68 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 126

Johnstown, PA. 15907-0126

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean — Pennsylvania

Dear Mr. Layman:

Thank you for your letter of advisement concerning the above referenced railroad
abandonment. Planning Commission members discussed this abandonment action at
their monthly meeting held on April 15, 2009. The proposed abandonment action would
be consistent with existing land use plans as per our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan.
Our county is also planning to participate in a feasibility study with the other three above
referenced counties to convert the railroad right of way into a rails to trails project. This
project would also be consistent with our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan.

If you have any further questions or needs concerning this subject, please do not
hesitate to contact our office. Thank you.

Sincerely,

(Citud deri 2

Charles E. Williams
Chairman
Clarion County Planning Commission

KrISlI.DiIZ, Assistant Planner Twila L. Rifenberrick, Director Kevin L. Reichard, County Engineer
kditz@co.clanon pa.us tntenbernck @co.clarion.pa.us kreiwrhard@en clarion na ue


http://www.co.clarion.pa.us

Forest County Conservation District
& Planning Department

m County Commissioners Manager/Director
R. fames Parrcu, Charnnan Douglas I Carlson
Robort |LoSavder, Ir. Administrative Assistant
Rasil D). Hutfman Donna 1 Zotem
814.755.3537

March 24, 2009

JEMCOR

PO Box 126

68 Walnut Street
Johnstown PA 15907-0126

Re: Forest County Comprehensive Plan — Proposed
Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad, Forest County

To Whom It May Concern,

The proposed abandonment of the Knox & Kane Railroad is
consistent with the Forest County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. It
particularly applies to the transportation portion and to the

@ recreation/conservation portion. The possible future usage as a
motorized ATV and/or Snowmobile trail would also apply to the economic
portions of the Comprehensive Plan.

I communicate this on behalf of the Forest County Commissioners
who are ultimately responsible for land use practices within Forest
County. The Commissioners appoint the Conservation District &
Planning Board and were instrumental in the employment of myself as
the Executive Director of the Forest County Conservation District &
Planning Department.

Respectfully submitted,

Dougdlas E. Carlson,
Executive Director FCCD&P Dept.

------- Mailing Address: 526 Elm Street, Box 4, Tionesta, PA 16353
Offices located on Lighthouse Island at the foot of Highland Strect
Tel. 814.755.3450/814.755.3560  Fax 814.755.3960



McKean County Planning Commission

17137 Route 6
Smethport, PA 16749
Phone: (814) 887-2348
Fax: (814) 887-3234

April 15, 2009
David R. Layman, President
JEMCOR
68 Walnut Street
P.O. Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)

Dear Mr. Layman:

We are in receipt of the notification letter for the proposed abandonment of Knox and Kane
Railroad Company rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a distance of 69.9 miles. We understand
that the line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties in Pennsylvania.

McKean County is very interested in the future of this rail corridor. The County
Comprehensive Plan (December 2007), under the Transportation Strategy, states as a specific
project, that a region-wide land bank program be established for retaining rail rights-of-way for
priority and feasible future transportation uses, including rail-freight, passenger rail, or rail-trail.
Under the Public Infrastructure Strategy the Plan states as a project, that trail systems and networks
should be expanded and promoted locally and regionally as tourism destinations. Lastly, under the
Economic Development Strategy, it is recommended to reactivate the tourist train from Kane to the
Kinzua Bridge State Park. Although a lofty goal, it is recognized that this was a significant tourism
asset for McKean County.

We understand that the owner of the Knox and Kane line intends to take the proper steps to
railbank the corridor. As long as the abandonment proceedings include a Notice of Interim Trail Use
(NITU) in the Surface Transportation Board’s decision, the action will be consistent with our County
Comprehensive Plan.

McKean County, partnering with Clarion, Forest and Elk Counties, is submitting a grant
application to the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to provide funds for a rail
trail feasibility study for the 69.9 mile corridor. The study will identify types of uses for the trail,
ownership options, maintenance considerations, aad opcration/management scenarios. It will
include a conceptual trail plan and implementation strategies. The application will be submitted by
April 22, 2009. If grant funds are awarded the project will begin in early 2010 and be completed by
June 201 1.



April 15, 2009
Page 2

The corridor is also identified in the Regional Greenway Plan currently being prepared by
North Central PA Regional Planning and Development Commission, with assistance of a consultant,
for the counties of Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, and Potter. The preservation of
this corridor is an opportunity to provide a new trail system, connecting four counties, which could
increase tourism and have a positive economic impact on the entire region.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If we may be of further
assistance, please feel free to contact our office.

Sincerely,

@zdm‘ X fébrrlf-w

Deborah L. Lunden,
Director



A00T-O 8L
f Em’s s s Lt/ Ldﬁ

EJEMCO; _ et (10 S et ey 20y

v

, U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pennsytvania Field

March 17, 2009 ’ ol South Alen Street. 51;1- 2

Retum Receipt Requested Noumuyuszmspeﬁesmmm' onis or
likely to occur in the project area. This détermination is yalid for

Usmaﬂ_dwmﬁb two years. Should project plans change, or ifjadditional | .

Pennsyivania Field Office information on listed species hecome avallab, this determination

315 South Allen Street, Suite 322 be reconsided

State College, PA 16801-4850 . <1 rvisor S -(o-

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad -. ' : ,
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Cominonwealth of Pénnsytvania l
STB Docket No, AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X)

Dear SirMadam:

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Rairoad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) fo abandon the aubject rail ine from MP 85.3 to MP 165.2, a
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traversas portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached.

Pursuant to the STB’s regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this commespondence is to
serve as nolification of the proposed action and to request your assistance In identifying any potential effects
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacts
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmental impacts, a descsiption of any actions
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to the STB. Please provide a writien
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report. The required natifications are as follows:

o Penngyivania State Cleeringhousa: Notification only.

e Pennsyvania Department of Environmental Protection: Statewhether the proposed action is consistant
with appliceble Faderal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

¢ Local and/or Regional Planning Agencies (County Commissioners): State whether the proposed action
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies.

-- o U.S. Environmental Protection.Agency: mmmumsmmmmcmwm
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

e US. Fish and Wikhife Service: State whether the proposed action Is Iikely tp adversely affect
endangered or threetenad spacies or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the

e US Amy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetiands or 900-
year fiood plains will be affected. Describe any effects.

o National/State Park Seyvices: smwhemerwdlfesaumiuorrefuges. National or State Parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

o U s. Natural Resourcas Conssrvation Sarvira: State the offort of # the nmmenﬂ ankon on

e et

v sreel




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
PITTSBURGH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
WILLIAM S. MOORHEAD FEDERAL BUILDING
1000 LIBERTY AVENUE
PITTSBURGH, PA 15222-4186

March 20, 2009

David R. Layman
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation
68 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 126
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

David R. Layman
JEMCOR
P.O. Box 126
68 Walnut Street
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126

Kevin Gabig, Project Manager

We received your request on March 18, 2009 and your project; Proposed Abandonment of
Knox and Kane Railroad, Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean, PA STB Docket No.
AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X), has been assigned to Kevin Gabig, on the date of this letter. Kevin can
be contacted at (412) 395-7248 or via e-mail at:

Kevin.E.Gabig@usace.army.mil

Your Corps of Engineers File number is 2009-658. Please contact Kevin with any questions and
reference this file number in all correspondence with our office concerning this site.

Sincerely,
Scott A. Hans

Chief Regulatory Branch
Pittsburgh District USACE


mailto:Kevin.E.Gabie@usace.armv.mil

Attachment 4

Photographs

Rail Abandsamont

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, EIk, Forest and Clarion
Counties, Pennsylvania



[Exterior view of the Marienville
Station

terior view of the Marienville
Station

View of area surrounding the
Marienville Station

Raii Abandenment

Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, EIlk, Forest and Clarion
Counties. Pennsvivania




xterior view of the Knox and Kane
ilroad Office Building
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interior view of the Knox and Kane
FRa.i]:oad Office Building

View of the area surrounding the

ox and Kane Railroad Office
uilding
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Rail Abandonment
Knox & Kane Railroad.
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion

Counties. Pennsvlvania



xterior view of the Marienville
oundhouse
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View of area surrounding the
Marienville Roundhouse
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Exterior view of the Lucinda
Station

Interior view of the Lucinda
Station

View of area surrounding the
Lucinda Station
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Carlson Steel Trestle

East Kane Wood Trestle

Lantz Corner Wood Trestle
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