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ANDREW P. GOLDSTEIN 
apg@mshpc.com 

MCCARTHY, SWEENEY <& HARKAWAY, P.C. 
SUITE 600 

2175 K STREET, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20037 
(202) 775-5560 

FAX (202)-775-5574 

October 5,2009 

Anne K. Quinlan, Esq. 
Acting Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

By Hand Delivery 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) 
Knox 
In Clarion 

. . % ! . 8L Kane Railroad Companv - Abandoimient Exemption - ^^Qb^^/C^^ ^ 
rion. Forest. Elk and McKean Counties. Permsvlvania "^^6A» 

^h 

Dear Secretary Quinlan: 

Enclosed for filing is a Verified Notice of Abandormient Exemption in the above-
captioned case. Also enclosed is a check in the amoimt of $3,700.00 as filing fee for the 
same. 

Sincerely, 

FILED 
^^'^ - 5 2009 

TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Andrew P. Goldstein 
Attomey for 
Knox & Kane Railroad Companv 

mailto:apg@mshpc.com


BEFORE THE 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

omm 

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) 

KNOX & KANE RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN CLARION, FOREST, ELK AND McKEAN COUNTIES, 

PENNSYLVANIA pj,j, RECEIVED 

OCT - 5 2009 
SURFACE 

TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 

FILED 
OCT - 5 2009 

SURFACE 
TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

OCT S * Andrew P. Goldstein 
f̂fĵ BOOrt* McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, PC 

^ ^ 2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20037-1828 
(202) 775-5560 

Attomey for 
Knox & Kane Railroad Companv 

Dated: October 5,2009 



BEFORE THE 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) 

KNOX & KANE RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

IN CLARION, FOREST, ELK AND McKEAN COUNTIES, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

VERIFIED NOTICE OF ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION 

Knox and Kane Railroad Company ("Knox and Kane") submits this verified Notice of 

Exemption ("Notice of Exemption") pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1152, Subpart F - Exempt 

Abandorunents and Discontinuances of Service and Trackage Rights - for Knox and Kane to 

abandon its rail line fi'om Milepost 95.3 to Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles located 

in the above-listed Counties of Pennsylvania (hereinafter refened to as the "Line"). 

Proposed Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50fdV2^ 

The abandonment is proposed to be consummated on or after December 6, 2009, which is 

at least 50 days after the filing ofthis Notice of Exemption. 

Certification: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50(b) 

Knox and Kane certifies that no local or overhead traffic has moved over the Line for at 

least two years; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the Line (or filed 

by a state or local governmental entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of 

service over the Line either is pending with this Board or any U.S. District Court or has been 

decided in favor of a complainant within the same two-year period. See Exhibit A. 

Additional Infonnation Required: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.22(ay n to (4). (7). (8\ and e(4) 



(a) General. 

(a)(1) Name. The Railroad's exact name is Knox and Kane Railroad Company. 

(a)(2) Jurisdiction. Knox and Kane is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C. 

Subtitle IV, Chapter 105. 

(a)(3) Relief Sought. Knox and Kane seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R § 

1152.50, to abandonment its line of railroad located between Milepost 95.3, at North Clarion 

Junction, PA and Milepost 165.2, at Mt. Jewett, PA a total distance of 69.9 miles. The Line is 

located in Clarion, Forest, Elk, and McKean Counties, Permsylvania. There are no agencies or 

terminal stations located on the line. 

(a)(4) Map. A map showing the location of the Line in conjunction with other rail lines, 

highways, and major roads in the area is attached hereto as Exhibit B and hereby made a part 

hereof 

(a)(7) Contact. The representative to whom conespondence regarding this abandonment 

should be sent is: 

Andrew P. Goldstein 
McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, PC 
2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington DC 20037-1828 
(202) 775-5560 

(202) 775-5574 

(a)(8) ZIP Codes. The Line traverses U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 16254, 16235, 

16233,16260,16239,16347,16735,16734, and 16740. 

(e)(4) Rural and Communitv Impact. The Line was constmcted in several stages between 

1881 and 1883 by Pittsburgh and Westem Railroad, the Pittsburgh Bradford and Buffalo 

Railroad and the New York, Lake Erie, and Westem Railroad. The Line was eventually 

consolidated under the Pennsylvania and Western Railroad and, in 1902, was purchased by the 



Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad operated the Line as part of the 

Northern Subdivision until 1982, when the newly formed Knox and Kane Railroad assumed 

operation. 

The Line is owned by Knox and Kane and does not consist ofany reversionary property. 

The abandonment of the Line will have no adverse effect on shippers. There has been no 

local business for at least two years. No complaint regarding cessation of service has been filed, 

is pending, or has been ruled upon in favor of a complainant during that period. There is no new 

industry location foreseen that could produce rail traffic sufficient to justify rehabilitation of the 

Line and cover ongoing operational expense. There is no overhead traffic. 

The properties proposed for abandormient are appropriate for other public purposes 

which vary depending on the immediate vicinity of the specific portion of the Line. Highest and 

best uses may include, but are not limited to, transfer of interests to adjacent property owners, 

recreational, or use by local government. Knox and Kane does not believe the site is suitable for 

mass transportation or utility use because the area is cunently adequately serviced by existing 

roads and utility lines. Based on information in the possession of Knox and Kane, the Line does 

not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the possession of Knox and 

Kane will be made available promptly to those requesting it. 

Certificates of Notice: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.5bfdyn. 1105.11. and 1105.12 

Attached hereto as Exhibits C-E and hereby made a part hereof are Certificates of Notice, 

Service, and Publication pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152.50(d)(1), 1105.11, 

and 1105.12. As stated in the attached certification, service and the notice requirements of 49 

C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) (notice to certain govemment agencies) were met at least 10 days prior to 

the filing of this Notice of Exemption. See Exhibit C. The notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 



1105.12 (newspaper publication) were met prior to the filing ofthis Notice of Exemption. See 

Exhibit D. Finally, a copy of the Transmittal letter of Knox and Kane's Combined 

Envirorunental and Historic Report, delivered in accordance with 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11 (service of 

environmental and historic report), were met at least twenty (20) days prior to the filing of this 

Notice of Exemption. See Exhibit E. 

Statement Conceming Federallv-Granted Rieht-of-Wav: 49 C.F.R. S 1152.50fd¥n 

Based on the information in the possession of Knox and Kane, the Line does not contain 

any federally-granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in Knox and Kane's possession will be 

made available promptly to those requesting it. 

Environmental and Historic Report: 49 C.F.R. SS 1105.7 and 1105.8 

The Combined Enviromnental and Historic Report, containing the information required 

by 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(e) (contents of environmental report) and 1105.8 (contents of historic 

report), is attached hereto and hereby made a part hereof See Exhibit F. Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 

1104.3, the original and ten (10) copies were sent to Victoria Rutson, Section of Environmental 

Analysis ("SEA"), on July 15,2009. 

Labor Protection 

The abandonment encompasses the entire Knox & Kane line. Accordingly, no labor 

protective conditions are appropriate. Should the Board deem labor protective conditions to be 

necessary, applicant will be bound by the conditions discussed in Oregon Short Line Railroad 

Co. - Abandonment - Goshen. 360 ICC 91 (1979). 



Respectfully Submitted, 

Andrew P. Goldstein 
McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, PC 
2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20037-1828 
(202) 775-5560 

Attomey for 
Knox & Kane Railroad Companv 



EXHIBIT A 

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS 
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 115250b) 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF CLARION ) 

I, Nathan Kovalchick, being duly sworn, depose and state that I am President of 
Knox and Kane Railroad Company (":Knox and Kane"); that 1 am authorized to make 
this verification; and that I have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the 
facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated, to the best ofmy knowledge, infor­
mation, and belief 

I hereby certify that no local traffic has moved over Knox and Kane's rail line 
from Milepost 95.3 to Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles, for at least two years 
prior to the date hereof, and that no overhead traffic has moved over the line for at least 
two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be rerouted over other lines. 
Further 1 certify that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line or a 
state or local government entity acting on behalf of such use regarding cessation of ser­
vice over the line either is pending before the Surface Transportation Board, or any U.S. 
District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period. 

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of Knox and Kane by the under­
signed after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the 
best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the undersigned. 

/Vl-.i^lX.^. 
Nathan Kovalchick 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this i ^ day of September, 2009. 

My Commission Expires: *-/-18-M . 

fV^MMQNWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Notarial Seal 

James M. BanaszswfsM, Notaiy Public 
Hempfleld Twp., Westmoreland County 
MyOomml58k)nBq)lresApi1l18,2011 

Member, PwHwylvanlaAsMeMlon or Nolaries 



EXHIBIT A 

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS 
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 115250b) 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA ) 
) ss 

COUNTY OF CLARION ) 

1, Nathan Kovalchick, being duly sworn, depose and state that 1 am President of 
Knox and Kane Railroad Company (":Knox and Kane"); that 1 am authorized to make 
this verification; and that I have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the 
facts asserted therein are true and accurate as stated, to the best ofmy knowledge, infor­
mation, and belief 

I hereby certify that no local traffic has moved over Knox and Kane's rail line 
from Milepost 95.3 to Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles, for at least two years 
prior to the date hereof, and that no overhead traffic has moved over the line for at least 
two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be rerouted over other lines. 
Further I certify that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line or a 
stale or local government entity acting on behalf of such use regarding cessation of ser­
vice over the line either is pending before the Surface Transportation Board, or any U.S. 
District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within the two-year period. 

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of Knox and Kane by the under­
signed after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the 
best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the undersigned. 

fsli.,XllU. 
Nathan Kovalchick 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this/o^ day of September, 2009. 

My Commission Expires: H-/&~U 
Notl 

COMMONWEALTH QF PENNSYL\/AWIA 

Notarial Seal 
James M. BanaszeMski, Notary Public 
Hempfield Twf)., Westmoreland Coun^ 
My Commission Ejfilres April 18,2011 

Member, Pennsylvania AsMdaOon of Nolarfe* 



EXHIBIT B 

MAP 

[See Attached] 
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EXHIBIT C 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
OF NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED ABANDONMENT 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the 
proposed abandorunent was mailed via first class mail on August 6,2009, which is at least ten 
(10) days prior to the filing ofthis Notice of Exemption, to the following parties: 

Permsylvania Public Utility Commission 
P.O. Box 3265 
Han-isburg, PA 17105-3265 

Headquarters, Military Surface Deployment & Distribution Command 
Transportation Engineering Agency 
Attention: SDTE-SA 
(Railroads for National Defense) 
709 Ward Drive, Building 1990 
Scott AFB, IL 62225-5357 

Mr. Rick Potts, Division Chief 
National Park Service 
Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program 
1201 Eye Street, NW (Org Code 2220) 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1849 C Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Chief of the Forest Service 
4* Floor, N.W., Yates Building 
201 14"' Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20250 

Dated: w l s lo^ 

Andrew P. Goldstein 



EXHIBIT D 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12, the undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the 
proposed abandonment was advertised in the Forest Press (Forest County, PA), Clarion News 
(Clarion County, PA), The Derrick (Venango County, PA), the Kane Republican (McKean 
Coimties, PA), and the Ridgway Record (Elk County, PA). See attached. 

Dated: ^Ol^fo^ 

Andrew P. Goldstein 

10 



PROOF OF PUBLICATION 

Copy of Notice of P-blication PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE IN 

THE FOREST PRESS 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 
COUNTY OF FOREST, SS: 

I, Michael D. Sample, being duly swom say that I am the Publisher of 
The Forest Press, owned and published by The Forest Press, of the County and 
State aforesaid, and that The Forest Press, a newspaper of general circulation 
published in Tionesta, PA, in Forest County; that its said place of business 
was established in 1867; since which time The Forest Press has been regularly 
issued in said county and that the printed notice of publication attached hereto 
is exactly the same as was printed and published in the regular editions and' 
issues of the said Forest Press on the following dates, viz 

And the 12th day of August, A.D. 2009 
1 -. . . . . . . 

Affiant deposes that he is an officer duly authorized by The Forest Press, 
of general circulation, to-verify the foregoing statement under oath, and ajTiant 
is not interested in-the subject matter of the aforesaid notice or advertisement, 
and that all allegations' in the foregoing statements as to time, place and 
character of publication ar&true. blication ai;£Lt 

LJ4 »ublisher 
iM. rt>^~^^—*-

The Forest Press. 
Swom to and subscribed before me this 

12th day of August(2009 

^yjJ j/M/YA^ 
y commission expires February S, 2013 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
RoBnaressrSi—= 

KarolG Hartley, NotaryiP(jb!ic--rv 
city of TItusville, CrawforcTpounty'.;. ..̂  

My Commission Expires Fey.'5,'2bl3 ' ~ 
Andrew P Goldstein 
2175 K S t N W Suite 600 
Washington DC 20037 
' u J. : . ' . . • 

For publishing the notice of publ 

AflTidavit of same 

N4ember, Pennsylvania Association of Notanes 

^.-THE-FOREST PRESS 
icatidn attached hereto on the above stated dates. ••$• -TO-QO 

J IQQ 

Total 75.00 

The Forest Press, a newspaper ol general circulation, hereby acknowledges receipt of the aforesaid notice and 
publication costs and certifies that thd same have been duly paid. 

llie Forest Press, a newspaper of general circulation. 



Forest Press Notice of Publication 

)Knm and, KaneRaHroad-dompany f IO»x'arid.kane^^^ 
Inotice fliat on. or shortly after Ai^st-.17^;i20ro;.itJntends:tb 
file wIthjihe-Suifece'-Transportafibn' Board *(tKe''Bdaii!*), 
Washington,- DG 20423, a notioe' of .exempUpn ^under'^49 
=C.F.R.- §H52,'-,Subpart F--̂  Exemjut Abandonments pennit-
ting.the^.abandonment of'.ttie^ 69.^miie- rail' line located 
between Milepost 95.3!^ at.North Clarion-Junction, Pfii, and 
.Milepost 165.2, atML.Jewett, PA, in Ciaridh, Foresf, Elk, and 
McKean Countle^,:. Pennsylvania.- :-;'Thci rail- line- traverses 
through-; United. States l=>6stal Service Zip Codes 16254', 
16235, 16233;'16260,- 16239,'16347; .1.6735^^^16734,'and 
16740:.' The proceeding will be^ dbcKeted'as No: A B ^ i 
(Sub-No. IX). •• '^--•'^^ '. , . -, ; . . . ; • : 

The Board's, Section on &ivl'ronniefital A i l a l y ^ wiB'genenat: 
ly'prepare an Environmental Assessment C^*), 'wti ich'wii l 
nonmally.be available 25 days after.the'fifir^.of the rwUce of 
exeniptiono.-pqmments'on.environnien^l arid., erieirgy'mat; 
ters'should IJe filed no later ,ttiam15;'days!'afla;'llie!EA' 
.be)Oornes'arailal)le tp.ttte public-krra>iriiriw'addre^ed if i 'd 
^Boanl'de»^n:;lrite[estBd pc»9cwis^riiiay,ot^h a oon!lof;the 
'JEA or'firaiaii'inquiries regaiilirisjj,^enyironinanl£^ t^-
wrftifig;iD- the' Section; of. Env i rmmm^: f in i ^ . i s^ [Sur faq l 
Trahsjsortation ~ ' ' " — •̂ - ^•- • - - » • — ' — • - -^'•-—.--
that office at 

.Apprppriat^.' ofliBrs of. financiariassisla'nce-to {continues rai| 
^iervlbe'cair tie-filed'with die Boards' f^ 'us^-r fer ehviforir 
hienlai oonditionsi publtt: useoondifibns, or raU t a r M r ^ ^ U 
use can .also be filed with the'Boarif: An-brigiriarand 10^ 
copjes'of any pip'adirig raises martters.other thari envirorvriefh 
tal issues (such; as ^ i l s use. pubfic use,-c>r offers.of.finateial 
assistandB)must be filed directly with .the'Board's Office of, 
the Secretary, 395 E Street., SW, Wa$hingiori; DC 20^23-1 
0001.-[See 49!c.F.R. § .1104.1(a) and.'il04.'3(a)],. and.toher> 
copy'must-beserved on applicant's representative (See ff9 
C.F.R: §1104.12(a)].'-'Questions regarding'offers c i f f i n ^ ^ 
assistance, piibiid.'use; cr-trails may.''Iie/,directed'to;^ ttie 
Board's.-Office..'of Public Assistance,'GovenitTiehteil.'Afrair5, 
and Compliance at 202-245:0238. ;J Copies;qf any cominiants 

I or requ^ts for conditions should be seryt^'oh the applica--



; STB Docket No. AB-S51 
' ' (Sub-No. IX) 

• NOTICE OF INTENT. 
TO ABANDON. 
RAIL SERVICE 

Knox and Kane Railroad 
Qompany ('Knox and 
Kane") gives notice ttiat 

' oh or shortly after August i 
17, 2009, it Intends to file I 
w i t h ^ t he S u r f a c e I 

fTrapfs'portation Board (th'e 1 
I '-B.oard'), WashingtoQ, i 
.DC 20423, a notice of 
exemption under 49-

: C.F.R. § 1152, Subpart F { 
' - Exempt Abandonments | 
{ p e r m i t t i n g t h e ' 
abandonment of the I 

' 69.9-mile rail line located \ 
' between Milepost 95.3, a t ' 
North Clarion Junction, 
PA, and Milepost 165.2, 
at Mt. Jewett, PA, In 

' Clarion, Forest, Elk, and 
I McKean Counties, 
; Pennsylvania. The rail 
I line traverses through 
I United States Postal 
I Service' Zip Codes 
16254, 16235, 16233, 
16260, 16239, 16347,' 
16735, 16734,. and 
16740. The proceeding 
will be docketed as No. 
AB-551 (Sub-No. IX). 

ft ' f 

flihe award's Section on 
*EnvlrD,nmental Analysis 
{I^iil generally prepare an 
j E n v l r o n m e n t a i 
A&sessment ("EA'), 

i which > will normally be 
;available 25 days after' 
I,the filing of the notice ofi 
I exemption. Comments 
'; ori ehvironmental and I 
' energjr matters should be I 
j .filed n.0 later than 15 days 1 
, after the EA becomes 
available to the p'ublic I 
and will be addressed Inj 
a Board dec i s ion . ' 
Interested persons may 
obtain' a copy of the EA 
o r ' make inquir ies 
regarding environmental \ 

' matters by writing to .the 
Section of Environmental' 

lAnaiysIs, Surface 
I Transportation Board, 
Washington, DC 20423 
or by calling that office at 
(202) 245-0295. 

Appropriate offers of 
financial assistance to 
continue rail service can 
be filed with the Board.! 
.R..e a^u_e s.t s f o rJ 

III A) (SH Ani piB aug Ac IB pnqmqp JC; 
k 01 pifqnt q (iiHogv aguiH OiWilo iu»i 
meg DMooism wuauinniBPi»vI 

.,!MailinM5iOHiH||saiKii/gmmpg|9ni 
' la l u n m Biwap I kma ua IBM uoiqB'i 

Affidavit of Publication 

state of Pennsylvania, 
County of Clarion, SS: 

Before me, a Notary Public in and for the county aforesaid, 
Personally appeared Sheryl L. McCloskey who being duly sworn 
according to law, doth depose and say that she is a classified 
advertising representative of the Clarion News, a newspaper of 
general circulation, published at Clarion,, in Clarion County; that 
its said place of business was established in 1840; that the notice, 
of which the annexed clipping from one of said newspaper is a 
copy, was printed and published in the regular editions and issues 
of said newspaper on the following date(s): 

August 11 . 2009 
that the affiant is not interested in the subject matter of the said 
advertisement; and that all of the allegations of this statement 
as to time, place and character of publications are true. 

. ^ U J U N ^ W ^ . . ..S^.-r..V^TVV.Cj!l«=*ti^ 
Signature of affiant ( ^ 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this n t h day of 

August A. 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 

NOTARIAL SEAL 
Mary Louise Loeae, Notaiy Publk 

Chrion, Chrion uranty, PennsyWania 
My Commission Eipires March 4,2011 

)(|.i()j 



No Term, 20. 

Proof of Publication in Tiie Derricl< 
UNDER ACT NO. 587, APPROVED MAY 16,1929 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 

COUNTY OF VENANGO 
ss: 

Carta Sheatz, of Venango Newspapers, of the County and State aforesaid, being duly sworn, deposes and says 
that THE DERRICK, newspaper of general circulation published at Oil City, Pa., County and State aforesaid, was established 
in 1871, since which time THE DERRICK has been regularly issued in said county, and that the printed notice or publication 
attached hereto is exactly the same as printed In the regular edition and issue of the said THE DERRICK on the following 
dates., viz: 

14th of August, 2009 

Affiant further deposes that she is authorized by VENANGO NEWSPAPERS, agent for said THE DERRICK, to verify the 
foregoing statement under oath, and affiant is not Interested In the subject matter of the aforesaid notice or advertisement, and 
that all allegations in the foregoing statements as to time, place and cnaracter or publication are true. 

COPY OF NOTICE OF PUBLICATION 0 ^ > / ^ : 
Svyqrp to^nd subscribed4)efore me this 

i f iL^ay of I A J J L C ^ . 2009 

NOTARIALSEAL-"-='-'• • 
' Barbara-'j;'Moi^tt,-l<lotary Rublic'̂ r> 

Oil City, Venango County, Pennsylvania 
My-Comm|8Sion^ Expires ̂ r i l 29,2013 

: ' ; f . ;K 

STATEMENT OF ADVERTISING COST 

McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, PC 
2175 K Street Suite 600 
Washington DC 20037 

#1515330 

The VENANGO NEWSPAPERS, Dr. 
Agent for The Derrick 

For publishing the notice or publication attached 
hereto on the above dates 

Probating same 

Total 

530.97 

11.00 

541.97 

Publisher's Receipt for Advertising Costs 

VENANGO NEWSPAPERS, agent for THE DERRICK, 
hereby acknowledges receipt of the aforesaid notice and 
publication costs, and certifies that the same have been. 
duly paid. 

By. 



STB'.Dockef NO: A B ^ I ' 

.NOTICE OF INTENTi; 
' -WTO ABANDON,:!.**:)" 
A : .RAIL-SEFIVICE.'i^ 

KhiM ohd KaneRalhoadJ 

Kainfllvlf'flivOT^notkw Ihatii 
oni.oK&itly-anrt.,Atf.i, 
gust' 17,2009} B irtBrids^^ 

: C.F.R;..§.'1152; Subpaft;! 
F - E X e in p t'*•' A b an 
don'niente pemming the' 
abandonment- '.of' Mhe 

I 68.»inllavraU, line; lo--
catod.bstwoon MHOposf 
95.9, M'CNonhc-Clanon 
J'uhotion; • PAj and-.̂ '. 
MilepaBt'-165Ji,-. at Ml. ii 
JelSSttT PA.:in Ctafton-
Fors .s i , ' Elk,- ! a n d ' 
McKsan Count ies A 
Pennsylvanla.c'Tha raHjl 
lina:'traverses, throught 
Unltsd- States" Postal 
Service Zip'-Codes 
16254; l £ & . 16233: 
162aa-: 16239,Vie347., 
ia736>'16734.^ and-
ie740.-,The prooesding 
wilt baidodceted as No. 
AB-S51. (Sub-No. IX).-. 
The.Boanfs Sedkm on 
Environmental - Anatysis 
win geneially prepare an 
Emtforanenlal Ac^ea»-
mehl-CEA'VHhlch wB' 
normaaytieavaiiaMeZS 
days anar-^ihe flans <>< 
the'notlea of sxemiitloni 
Comments-/,on" envi- n 
ranmenial -and-, energy, 
matiers should ba Had 
no (atar^ihan 15 daysji] 
after' Via EA bacomss I 
available, to the..public4 
and wlU be addressed bir j 
a Board- decis ion; [ 
Interested 'persons ma/ h 
obtain a'copy of the EA.iJ 
or malce faiqulries, re- ^ 
garjiing. environmental 
matters'by witting to t h e . 
Section of Envlronmen-^ 
tal Ahalysist Surface 
Transportation Board; 
UtasifSiglon. DC. 20423 
or b»;caUlng that office 
at (202) ^45-0295. 
Approprtate offers of 
firaii&'.assManea'to 

oordiriue'isli nnrice can 
be flIad-wMh this Board. 
Requests,, for, envi­
ronmental conditions, 
putillo use oonditkins. or 
ran. bankingftrails use 
can also be filed with 
the Board. An.original, 
and 10'copies of any' 
IDleadIng raises mattara 
olher than environmert-. 
tal issues (such as trails 
use, public uaa, or oftore' 
of financial assistance) 
must- be. filed drecUy 

I with Ihe Boanfs Office 
of the Secretaiy. 395 E 
Street, SW, Washing­
ton,. DC 20423-0001 
[See. 49 . C.F.R. § 
1 1 0 4 . 1 ( a ) a n d 
I104.3(a)1, and one.' 

' copy must be served on 
applkanrs represenia-. 
five (Sea' 49 C.F.R. § 
1104.12(a)]. Questions 
reganllno offers ol finan­
cial assistance, public 
use, or trails may be 
directed to the Boards 
Office of Publk: Assis­
tance, Govemmemai Af­
faire, and Compllanca at 
202-245-0233. Coplea 
of any comments or re­
quests for condittons 
shouM be senred on the 
application's ' repre­
sentative: -Andrew P. 
Qoldsteln.. 2175 K 
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PROOF OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE IN THE RIDGWAY RECORD 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1 SS: 
COUNTY OF ELK J 

Darlene M Coder QfThe Ridgway Record, of the County and State afore­
said, being duly sworn, deposes and says that The Ridgway Record, a daily newspaper published in 
Ridgway, County and State aforesaid, was established December 1,1903, and since which date The 
Ridgway Record has been regularly issued in said County, and that the printed notice or publica­
tion attached hereto is exactly the same as was printed and published in tho regular editions and 
issues of the said T̂ hfi Ridgway Record on the following dates, viz: 

Affiant further deposes that he, she is the of The Ridgway Record, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation, to verify the foregoing statement under oath, and that neither 
the affiant nor The Ridgway Record is interested in the subject matter at the aforesaid notice or 
advertisement and that all allegations in the foregoing statements as to time, place and character 
of publication are true. 

Copy of Notice or Publication ftiiOmmog^ 
Swom to and subscribed before me this "^Tth 

day of ^ ^ g j s * A.D., 20 ^9 
M y C o m m i s s i o n e x p i r e s : COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

Notarial Seal 
Karen R. KllhonBr, Notary Publie 

City of SL Marys, EIK County 
My CommlMlon ExplWB Aug ^ < ^ ^ 

Member, Pemwylvanla Auoalatlon of tUtSSS 

STATEMENT OF ADVERTISING COSTS 

To Dr. 

For publishing the notice or publication attached hereto on the above dates $ ^ ^ * ' ^ ' 
Probating same: $ * 

Total: $ Jl l! :!! 

Publisher's Receipt for Advertising Costs: 

hereby acknowledges receipt of the aforesaid notice and publica­
tion costs and certifies that the same have been duly paid. 

By 



Ridgway Record Notice of Publication 

'v^^vr::, '?-^_-?. *=•?•=•: 

P{M&:miA^i:^'m^9ii6BemtW lOOl 

Kadx^ aind ..Kane ̂ RailroiBd',-; Company. ("Khoz!,-.̂  
and Kane'O-dves'notice t&iEtt'imi,or'saDrtly.'af-...'-ci 
ter August.!?, 2009; it intends to file with the-c^^ 
Surface' IVansportiBtion' Board- (the^'Board^^'^u 
Washington,-.D.C'2(i423;'a-'noti6e of Qumptica)-:.^ 
under. 49. G.F.Rr§ 1162;^Subpart F . - Ei[empt:->:<̂  
AiMuodonments'.pehiutting^tne-alHmdonment^ ' 
of)the-' 69.9-mile'.''rail line^ located:betweeh^jf 
Milepost 9S.3;af North daridn Junction; PA,V.'({ 
and/.Milepofit'. 165.2^-at Mt/.Jewett;-PA) ih '̂.̂ j 
Claiion, Forest/EO^' and- McKeaii' Coiuitie8 !̂«':''̂  
Pennsylvania.. The rail line^.traverses thFdî -< '̂-: 
United- States . Postal - Service- ZipiCodes.^-
16254. 16236;. 16233; 16260. 1623C;i6347i .: 
16735,16734, and 16740?M1ie pnweeding ^ -
be dbdcefed as N6; AB-651 (Siib-No. IX): 
• ' ' . ' • .The'Board'0 Section'on'Environmental-'̂ -^^ 
Analysis. Will general^ prepare an-Ehyinmv< 
mental ABBe'Bsment..(7B!A?),~ whichc.will' nor-i« 
malljr be available.25.d«^ after the >filing,rf-V 
the notice of .ezemptioni: Coinments on envi^'" 
-ronmental and-eneigy drntters'shouldbe-filed' ' 
no later than-lS-davs after the EA-becpmeifvi-
available to the'public and^ wiU.be addressed .-•' 
in a Board dedsioni-.-Interested.persons mayv. 
obtaih '̂a c6^, of the EA,ai;' make inquiries- re-^' 
earding iinvuonmental inatten.by.writiiut to '̂: 
uie. Section -of. Environmental- Aiudysiis, Sat-',.. 
face .-TVansportationLBoard;'.- Wa8hiiigton,'̂ E)C.k' 
20423 •'or.tby..calling thati^ofiBoe'. afi (202)'' 
24MB95;:>;^/;-'';i.-^. - f •<^,j. -y/'-r.-^i^^' 

-'<. Apfiropriate' offers' of financial;-'aBsi»:«: 
tance tocantinue rail'service can be filed with"... 
tiie'Board. Requests for enviroiunental;'ooniU-;, 
tioiu.^-f'public:!' use.i^conditums,;'-! or.''v n d l ' ' 

,_, __ \>M̂  tm} also; be filed?witl»- *•»,?<" 
Board.'M'brigiilid^ahd;10.copie8 of ai^.plead-i:;.' 
iiig raised mattera-qthiar than,environmental ' 
issues (such as tridlir use. public use. or oSbrsl •' 
of.finandal assistance)'must be"filed'directl7'< '̂ 
with tiiie Board's Office ofitSe' Secretary,. 395V. 
E. Street SW^.Washiucbm. DC 20423-0001,'>: 
[See 49'CJ'.R. S 1104!lU):and lip4.3(a)]. and 
one'copy must.be served on applicanfs'repfe^-
sentative'[See 490^11. § U04:12(a)]. Ques '̂.-
tions regarding offers of financial" assistance.-"', 
publie.use; or. trails' may be directed to tiieV'-
Board's (}ffice of Public Assistance,- Gove^^.^'-.' 
mental- 'Affairs,, and Compliance ' at'.'i'-
202-245-0238. Copiies of anv comments or ie-1;. 
quests'for conditions should be-served on the ' 
application's representative: ^idrew- P. Ciold- '•" >• 
stein; 2176.K Street; N.W.. Suite 600. Wash-,..., 
ington,-DC20037.-.202-776-5560.f. <r •.•;:>. ,'.-' -j 

. - . :..\ - - • - i :.,:, ..- 'Augi.ll,adv.':-i! 

http://wiU.be
http://must.be


PROOF OF Pl}BLICATION OF NOTICE IN KANE REPUBLICAN 
UNDER NEWSPAPER ADVERTISING ACT NO. 687, APPROVED MAY 16,1929 

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 
/^ County of McKean 

( M n r h i O "Tf}, fiklJUflt/jS. the undersigned deponent, of The Kane Republican, of the County 
and state{ aforesaid, being duly/^wom, deposes and says that The Kane Republican, a newspaper of general 
circulation published at Kane,tDounty and State aforesaid, was established September 15,1895, since which 
date the Republican has been regularly issued in the said County, and that the printed notice of publication 
attached hereto is exactly the same as printed and published in the regular editions and issues of the said 
Republican on the following dates, viz. / „ 

/C? davs of . ^ a r f t a T 2Q<rf and days of 20 ^ tM& 

AfEiant further deposes that he/she is. _of The Kiane Republican, a newspaper of 
general circulation, and duly authorized to verify the foregoing statement under oath, and affiant is not 
interested in the subject matter of the aforesaid notice or advertisement, and that all allegations in the 
foregoing statement as to time, place and character of publication are true. 

Copy Notice of 
Signed CcfOM^iLsJikima 

Publicajtio: 
Sv^.m to and subscribed before me this 

20 OJ 

1 ^ 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Notarial Seal 

Karen R. KilhoniBr. Notary Public 
City of SL Maiys. EIK County 

My Cominlsilon Biplre> Aug. 27.2012 
Member, PennsylvBnia ABsodallen Of Notaries 

O l 

Iw^'^g' M a s B.a 

a8|Si|^iir-7l|. 

? i l |B | 

<» e B B .-.• ^ "̂  H.5 
g-sSSl^^l 

5 Jl-^ Js,g 
I 
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EXHIBIT E 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
OF COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1105.7(b), 1105.8, and 1105.11, the 
undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the environmental and historic reports were mailed 
via first class mail on July 14,2009 which is at least ten (20) days prior to the filing ofthis 
Notice of Exemption, to the parties identified below. The undersigned further certifies that the 
transmittal letter required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.11, was mailed via first class mail on July 14, 
2009 to all agencies listed in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b). 

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse 
Health & Welfare Building 
7* and Forster Streets 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse 
Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports and Waterways 
P.O. Box 2777 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
400 Market Street 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 

PaDEP - Northwest Region 
230 Chestnut Street 
MeadvillcPA 16335 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 
Water Planning Office (Coastal Zone Management) 
P.O. Box 2063 
400 Market Street, ISth Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, Second Floor 
400 North Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 

Clarion County - Commissioners 
Clarion County Courthouse 
421 Main Street 
Clarion, PA 16214 

Bureau of State Parks 
P.O. Box 8551 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-8551 

Elk County Commissioners 
Elk County Courthouse Annex 
300 Center Street 
P.O. Box 448 
Ridgway, PA 15853 

Forest Countj' Commissioners 
526 Elm Street-Box 4 
Tionesta. PA 16353 

McKean County Commissioners 
500 W. Main Street 
Smethport, PA 16749 

US Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 3 Regional Office 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

US Fish & Wildlife Service 
Pennsylvania Field Office 
315 South Allen Street, Suite 322 
State College, PA 16801-4850 

US Army Engineer District, Pittsburgh, CELRP 
Room 2032 
William S. Moorhead Federal building 
1000 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186 

National Park Service 
Northeast Region 
U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut Street, Fli\h Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 

U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service 
Pennsylvania State OtYice 
One Credit Union Place, Suite 340 
Harrisburg, PA 17110-2993 

National Geodetic Survey 
1315 East-West Highway, Station 8815 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Andrew P. Goldstein 
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EXHIBIT F 

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT 

[See attached] 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) 

KNOX AND KANE RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

COUNTIES OF CLARION, FOREST, ELK, MCKEAN 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Combined Environmental and Historic Report 

The Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) submits 

this Combined Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to 49 

CFR § 1105.7 (e) and 49 CFR § 1105.8 (d), respectively, for an 

exempt abandonment of the Knox and Kane from Milepost 95.3 to 

Milepost 165.2, a total distance of 69.9 miles, located in the above-

listed Counties of Pennsylvania. 



COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT 

DOCKET NO. AB-551 (SUB-NO. IX) 

KNOX AND KANE RAILROAD COMPANY 
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -

COUNTIES OF CLARION, FOREST. ELK, MCKEAN 
PENNSYLVANIA 
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1.0 Introduction 

The Knox & Kane Railroad (the Owner), hereby submits this Combined Environmental 
and Historical Report in accordance with the Fequirements set forth in Title 49 of the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 1105.7(e) and 1105.8(d), respectively, in 
association with the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service of the Knox and 
Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a total abandonment distance of 69.9 
miles. The subject rail corridor (hereafter referred to as "the Line'') exists in McKean, 
Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania. The location of the Line is depicted in 
Attachment 1. 

The notifications sent to federal, state and local govemment agencies to notify them of 
the proposed abandonment and discontinuance of service are provided in Attachment 2. 
Attachment 3 provides the associated responses, as/if received. 

The remainder ofthis report is organized to correspond with the individual paragraphs 
and subparts of Part 1105.7(e), which specifies the Environmental Report requirements 
and Part 1105.8d, v^ch specifies the Historical Report requirements. The text from the 
referenced regulation is provided in italicized form immediately followed by the 
discussion/response in standard text. 

Environmental Report 

49 CFR S I 105.7 fe) 

2.0 1105.7(e)(1) Proposed action and alternatives. 

Describe the proposed action^ Including conunodities transported, the planned 
disposition (if any) ofany rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any 
possible changes in current operations or nuiinteuance practices. Also describe any 
reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and 
dramngs clearly delineating the project 

The Proposed Action involves the exempt abandonment and discontinuance of service 
over the Knox & Kane Railroad between mileposts 95.3 and 165.2, a distance of 69.9 
miles in McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion Counties, Pennsylvania. 

The abandonment of the Line will have no adverse effect on shippers. There has been no 
freight shipping on the Lines since the first quarter of 2006. Additionally, there has been 
no passenger service on the Line since prior to 2006, owing largely to the destruction of 
the Kinzua Bridge by tornado in 2003. No complaint regarding cessation of service has 
been filed, is pending or has been ruled upon during that period. There is no new 
Rail Abandonment Page I of 11 
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industry location foreseen within the Line vicinity that would utilize rail service to the 
extent that rehabilitation of the Line would be justified. After abandonment, the Knox 
and Kane Railroad will continue to maintain the Kane interchange with the B&P Railroad 
between mileposts 150.0 and 150.5, and with the Allegheny Railroad at milepost 164.7. 

The Owner does not believe the site is suitable for mass transportation or utility use. The 
area is located within small towns and forest areas. The highest and best uses of the Line 
vary depending on the inunediate vicinity of the specific portion of the Line. Highest and 
best uses may include, but are not limited to, transfer of interests to adjacent property 
owners, recreational, or use by local govemment. 

A map of the Line is included as Attachment 1. 

3.0 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system. 

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems 
and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted 
to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action. 

The proposed action will have no effect on regional or local transportation systems or 
patterns. No traffic currently moves over the Line and no traffic is expected to move in 
the future. Therefore, there will be no diversion to other modes or systems. 

4.0 1105.7(e)(3) Land use. 

4.1 1105.7(e)(3)(i) 

Based on consultation with load and/or regional planning agencies and/or a review of 
the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the proposed 
action is consistent witii existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

The Commissioners of the Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean were contacted 
on March 17,2009 (see Attachment 2). Responses received from Clarion, Forest and 
McKean Counties are shown in Attachment 3. No response was received from Elk 
County within the requested 30-day comment period. The abandonment appears to be 
consistent with existing land use plans. 

Rail Abandonment Page 2 of 11 
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4.2 1105.7(e)(3)(U) 

Based on consultation with the UJS. Soil Conservation Service, state the effect of the 
proposed action on any prune agricultural land. 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) was contacted on March 17,2009 
(see Attachment 2). No response was received from NRCS within the requested 30-day 
comment period. The Proposed action is not expected to impact any prime, imique, 
statewide or local important farmland. 

4.3 1105.7(e)(3)(m) 

Ifthe action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include the 
coastal zone infonnation required by §1105.9. 

The Line is not within a designated costal zone. 

4.4 1105.7(e)(3)(iv) 

If the proposed action is on abandonment, state whether or n<a the r^ht-of-way is 
suitable for altemative public use under 49 VS.C 10906 and ejqflain why. 

The Line is not suitable for other public purposes including roads, highways, mass 
transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission because the Line is 
located within a corridor that is currently adequately serviced by existing roads and utility 
lines. 

5.0 1105.7(e)(4) Energy. 

5.1 1105.7(e)(4)(i) 

Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources. 

There will be no effect on the transportation of energy resources. 

5.2 1105.7(e)(4)(U) 

Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

There will be no effect on recyclable commodities. 
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5.3 1105.7(e)(4)(iii) 

State whether the proposed action wUl result in an increase or decrease in overall 
energy efficiency and explain why. 

There will be no effect on energy efficiency because the line is not currently nor has 
recently been in use.. 

5.4 1105.7(e)(4)(iv) 

If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: 

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or 

(B) An average of SO rail carioads per mile per year for any part of the affected line, 
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and 
methodology used to arrive at the figure given. To minimize the production of repetitive 
data, the information on overall energy efficiency in §1105.7(e)(4)(iU) need not he 
supplied ifthe more detailed information in §1105.7(e)(4) fiv) is required. 

There will be no rail to motor diversion as part of the proposed action. 

6.0 1105.7(e)(5) A/r. 

6.1 1105.7(e)(5)(i) 

If the proposed action will result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment ofrtui line 
affected by the proposal, or 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or 

(Q An avenge increase in truck traffic of more titan 10 percent of the average daily 
traffic or SO vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quant^ the anticipated 
effect on mr emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 10502) to construct a 
new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned line, only the eight train a 
day provision in subsection (5)ft)(A) will apply. 

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result from the proposed 
action. 

Rail Abandonment Page 4 of 11 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties, Pennsylvania 



6.2 1105.7(e)(5)(ii) 

Ifthe proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, 
and will result in either: 

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles 
annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any segment of rail line, 

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload 
activity), or 

(Q An avenge increase in truck traffic of more titan 10 percent of the average daily 
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, titen state vdietha- any eiqtected 
increased emissions are within the parameters established by the State Inqtlementation 
Ptan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. 10901 (or 49 U.SC 10502), or 
a case involving tiie reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only dte 
three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. 

No increase in rail traffic, rail yard activity or truck traffic will result firom the proposed 
action. 

6.3 1105.7(e)(5)(iii) 

If transportation ofozpne deleting materials (such as nitrogen ojode andfreon) is 
contemplated, identify: the materials and qiumtity; the frequency of service; safety 
practices Oncluding any speed restricttons); the applicant's safety record (to the extent 
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingemy plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting 
materials in the eveiti of a collision or derailment 

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of ozone depleting materials. 

7.0 1105.7(e)(6) Noise. 

7.1 1105.7(e)(6)(i) 

If any of the thresholds identified in Section 5.1 are surpassed, state whether the 
proposed action will cause: 

An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibeb Ldn or more; or 

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels. 
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7.2 1105.7(e)(6)(U) 

An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive 
receptors (e.g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and 
nursing homes) in tite project area, and qiumtify the noise increase for these receptors 
ifthe thresholds are surpassed 

The proposed action will not result in any increase in noise levels. 

8.0 1105.7(e)(7) Safety. 

8.1 1105.7(e)(7)(i) 

Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including 
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). 

The proposed action will not result in any negative impacts to public health or safety. 

8.2 1105.7(e)(7)(ii) 

If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, ident^: the materials and 
quantity; tite frequency of service; whether chemkals are being transported that, if 
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compoimds; safety practices including any 
speed restrictions); the apfdicant's safety record (to the extent available) on 
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with 
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials. 

The proposed action will not result in the transportation of hazardous materials. 

8.3 1105.7(e)(7)(iii) 

If there are any known hazordous waste sites or sites where there have been known 
hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and 
the types of hazardous materiitis involved 

There are no known hazardous waste sites or hazardous materials spills along the Line. 
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9.0 1105.7(e)(8) Biological resources. 

9.1 1105.7(e)(8)(i) 

Based on consultation mth the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether the 
proposed action is likety to adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas 
designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was contacted March 17,2009 (see Attachment 2). 
The response is shown in Attachment 3. The response indicates that no federally listed 
species are known or likely to exist within the project area. 

9.2 1105.7(e)(8)(U) 

State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be 
affected, and describe any effei^s. 

The Natural Park Service and the Bureau of State Parks were contacted March 17,2009 
(see Attachment 2). No response was received firom either the Natural Park Service or 
the Bureau of State Paries within the requested 30-day conmient period. The proposed 
action is not expected to negatively impact any National or State parks or forests. A 
portion of the Line exists within the Allegheny National Forest. However, abandonmoit 
of the Line would tend to have a positive impact on the Allegheny Forest due to the 
absence of rail traffic. 

10.0 1105.7(e)(9) Water. 

10.1 1105.7(e)(9)(i) 

Based on consultation witit State water quality officials, state whether the proposed 
action is consistent witit eqfpUcabte Federal, State or local water quality standards. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

The Peimsylvania Department of Enviroimiental Protection (DBF) was contacted March 
17,2009 (see Attachment 2). The DEP response is shown in Attachment 3. The 
proposed action is compliant with applicable federal, state and local water requirements. 
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10.2 1105.7(e)(9)(U) 

Based on consultation with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits 
under sectton 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.SC 1344) are required for the 
proposed action and whether any designated wetland or 100-year flood plains will be 
affected Describe the effects. 

The U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (COE) was contacted March 17,2009 (see Attachment 
2). The COE response is included in Attachment 3. The proposed action is unlikely to 
impact significant wetlands or other waters of the United States. 

10.3 1105.7(e)(9)(m) 

State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.&C 1342) are 
requU-edfor the propmed action. (Applicants shoidd contact the U.S. Enviromnental 
Protection Agency or the state environmental protection or equivalent agency if they 
are unsure whether such permits are reqiured) 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was contacted March 17,2009 (see 
Attachment 2). No response was received from the EPA within the requested 30-day 
comment period. The proposed action will not require a Section 402 Permit. 

11.0 1105.7(e)(10) Proposed Mitigation. 

Describe any acttons that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts, 
imUcating why the proposed nutigatwn is appropriate. 

Surficial staining was observed in the Marienville maintenance shed and roundhouse as 
well as in the Kane Yard. The staining is likely a result of incidental releases of 
oil/grease during routine maintenance of railroad equipment. 

In the Village of Nansen an engine fuel tank was ruptured causing the release of an 
imknown amount of fiiel. The Owner, if required, will evaluate this release to determine 
the appropriate actions necessary to meet PADEP and U.S. EPA requirements. 

12.0 1105.7(e)(11) Additional Information for Rail 
Constructions. 

The following additional information should be included for rail consteuction 
proposals (including connecting track construction): 

The proposed action does not include Rail Construction 
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Histrocial Report 

49 CFR S I 105.8 fd> 

13.0 1105.8(d)(1) 

A U.&G.& topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficlentty 
detaited to show biuldlngs and other structures in ihe vicinity of the proposed action) 
showing the location ofthepropmed action, and the locations and apprmdmate 
dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the 
proposed acthn; 

Attachment 1 provides the location and configuration of the entire Line (Figure 1) on a 
large scale USGS topographic map. Attachment 1 also provides more detailed USGS 
topographic maps that provide the locations and iq>proximate dimensions of railroad 
structures in Marienville (Figure 2) and Lucinda (Figure 3) as well as several steel and 
wood trestles that are more than 50 years old. 

14.0 1105.8(d)(2) 

A written description of tite right-of-way (inducting approximate widths, to the extent 
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding 
area. 

The right-of-way varies up to a maximum width of 60-feet along track areas and 
additional various widths in siding areas. The Clarion Junction area also contains 
approximately twenty acres within the tumaroimd area. 

The Line exists between the town of Clarion in Clarion Coimty, Pennsylvania to a point 
just north of Mount Jewett in McKean Coimty, Pennsylvania. The Line is primarily 
present in rural areas but also travels through small towns. The Line was constructed to 
be as level as possible and thus follows a winding path within the moderately hilly 
topography though which it exists. 

15.0 1105.8(d)(3) 

Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 
structures on the property that are SO years old or older and of the immediately 
surroimding area; 

Photographs of the structures are provided in Attachment 4. 
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16.0 1105.8(d)(4) 

The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent ofany major 
alterations, to the extent such information is known; 

The actual construction dates of the buildings are not known. However, the Lucinda and 
Marienville stations have each been historically restored within the past decade. The 
Knox and Kane offices were historically a feed/grain mill but were completely gutted and 
retrofitted as a modem office in the 1990s. The Roundhouse structure includes an older 
concrete block section (the portion greater than 50 years old) and a newer frame and 
steel/wood sided section which was constructed in the 1990s. 

17.0 1105.8(d)(5) 

A brief narrative history of carrier operations in tite area, and an ejqtlanation of what, 
if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action; 

The Line was constructed in several stages between 1881 and 1883 by Pittsburgh and 
Westem Railroad, the Pittsburgh Bradford and Buffalo Railroad and the New York, Lake 
Erie and Westem Railroad. The Line was eventually consolidated imder the 
Peimsylvania and Westem Railroad and in 1902 was purchased by the Baltimore and 
Ohio Raihroad. The Baltimore and Ohio Raiboad operated the Line as part of the 
Northem Subdivision until 1982, when the newly formed Knox & Kane Railroad 
assumed operation. The Knox & Kane Railroad operated the Line until the first quarter 
of 2006 when all fireight and Passenger services were halted due to declining freight 
deteriorating track conditions. 

18.0 1105.8(d)(6) 

A briefsmnmary of documents in the carrier's possesion, such as engineering 
drawings, that ought be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic; 

Available documents include track charts, track survey drawings, and shipping 
information. However, none of the referenced information depict the special buildings 
identified as being 50 or greater years old. 

19.0 1105.8(d)(7) 

An opinion (based on readity awutabte information in the railroad's possesston) as to 
whether the site and/or structures meet the critertafor listing on the Nattonal Register 
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whetiter there is a lUtelihood of a r c h e o l o g y 
resources or any Mher previously imknown historic properties in the project area, and 
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities): 
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The State Historic Preservation Office (HPO) was contacted on March 17,2009 (see 
Attachment 2). No Response was received from the HPO within the requested 30-day 
comment period. The Stations at Lucinda and Marienville may qualify for national 
Register of Historic Places. The Roundhouse and Knox & Kane offices in Marienville 
have been renovated and rebuilt to the point that they are not likely to be historically 
significant. 

20.0 1105.8(d)(8) 

A description (based on readity available information in the railroad's possesston) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental condittons 
(naturally occumng or manmade) that nught affect the archeological recovery of 
resources (such as swanqty conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the 
surrounding terrain. 

No information regarding subsurface ground disturbance or fill is available. 

21.0 1105.8(d)(9) 

Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request thefoUondng addittonal informatton reganting specified nonrailroad 
owned properties or groups of properties immediatety adjacent to the railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readity seen from tite railroad 
right-of-wtty (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written 
descrtytion ofany prevtousty discovered archeological sites, identifying the location 
and type of the site (Le., prehistoric or native American). 

Photos taken at numerous locations along the Line are available on request. 
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Attachment 1 

Figure 1, Figure 2 & Figure 3 
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Notification Letters 
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-% , _ . . _ , - . _ fi POEOJ<126 63/yJLNUT STREET 
JtMV.'Un JOHNSTOWN PA :590T-G12c 

^ . Pno'ie .e14!5;3-25S0 Fax ,3i4; 53j-25g'. 

March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Return Receipt Requested 

Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse 
Health & Welfare Building 
7th and Forster Streets 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. 1X^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority 
from the Surface Transportatkm Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portmns of Clarion, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties. PA A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to 
serve as notificatkm of the proposed actun and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects 
of this action as may be applkable to your office as indk:ated bekiw. No adverse environmental impacts 
are antk:tpated. However, if you ktentify any adverse environmental impacts, a description of any actkms 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the combined 
Environmental and Histork: Report (Report) whk:h will t>e submitted to the STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report The required notificattons are as follows: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notificatkm only. 

• Pennsylvania Deoaitmentof Environmental Protection: State whether the proposed aclkm is consistent 
with applk:able Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reqtonal Plannino Agencies (County Commisskiners): State whether the proposed action 
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aaencv: State wtiether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed actkm. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Senrice: State whether the proposed actk)n is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. descrit>e the 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Enoineers: State (1) whether permits under Sectkin 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year fkxxi plains will be affected. Describe any effects. 

• National/State Pari< Sennces: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. Natbnal or State Parks or 
forests will be affected, and describe any effects. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: State the effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notif ication only. 

• State Historic Presen/at ion Offfce: State whether the site and/or s tmctures nrieet the criteria fb r l i s t ing 
on the Nat ional Register o f Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4) , and whether there is a l ikel ihood of 
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic propert ies in the project area. 

O n behalf o f the Knox a n d Kane, I greatly appreciate your cooperat ion a n d assistance in this matter. P lease 
send your reply within 3 0 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Co rpo ra tbn 
68 Walnu t Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any quest tons or require f i j r ther infonnat ion. p lease contact m y off ice at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

Dav id R. Layman 
P r e s i d e n t - J E M C O R 

DRL/jel 

At tachments 

ccw/a t tach : Andrew Goldste in. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

ECVON ON OELlVBRy 

SENDER: 
n Complete Kens 1,2, and 3. Also oomplets 

item 4 if Restricted Oeliuery is desired. 
• Print your name and address on the reverse 

so that we can reftum the card to you. 
n Attach this caid to tha tKKA of the mailpiece. 

or on the front if space permits. 
. Articto Addressed to: 

Pennsylvania State Clear inghouse 
Health & Wel fa re Bui ld ing 

7th and Forster Streets 
Hamsburg . P A 17120 

» YES. erier delivery aoorw-

2. Article Number 
(I?ansf^ (Tom servloB bbeO 
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# 

J t l v l V ' U n JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 
. ^ _̂ . Phone i814i 533-2580 Fax tS14; 553-2651 

March 17. 2009 

Certified Mail 
Return Receipt Requested 

PaDEP - Northwest Region 
230 Chestnut Street 
Meadville. PA 16335 

Re: Proposed At)andonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest Elk. McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. 1X1 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox arKl Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request authority 
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. Ttie Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track at>andonment is attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to 
sen^e as notificatton of the proposed action and to request your assistance in identifying any potential effects 
of this actton as may be appiicat)le to your offne as indkiated bekiw. No adverse erivironmental impacts 
are anticipated. However, if you kientify any adverse environmental impacts, a descriptton of any acttons 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacts is required to be included in the comtNned 
Environmentel and Historic Report (Report) whk:h will be submitted to the STB. Ptease provide a written 
response, as appltoaUe, that may be included in ttie Report The required notitkattons are as foltows: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notificatton only. 

• Pennsylvania Deoartntentof Environmental Protectton: Statewhethcr the nreoosedaclkMi is consistent 
with applicat>le Federal, State or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/Of Reokinal Planning Aoencies (County Commisskxiers): State whether tfie proposed actton 
is consistent with existing land use plans, (describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aaencv: Stete whether permite under Section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the pnsposed actton. 

• U.S. Fish and Wikilife Servk»: Stete whether the proposed actnn is likely to adversel/ affect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critkal habitat, and if so, describe the 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: Stete (1) whether permits under Sectton 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed actton and (2) whether any designated wetlands or 100-
year ftood plains will be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/State Park Services: Stete whether wikilife sanctuaries or refuges, Nattonal or Stete P arks or 
forests will be affected, and describe any effects. 

• U.S. Nafajral Resources Conservation Service: Stete the effect of Ihe proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presen/aBon Office: Stete whether ttie site and/or structures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether tttere is a likelihood of 
archeoiogk:al resources or any ottter previously unknown historic properties in tfie project area. 

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, I greatly appreciate your cooperation and assistence in this matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporatton 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

David R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachmente 

ccw/attach: Andrew Gokistein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

Completa itenis 1,2. and 3. Abo oompiela 
item 4 If ResHtoted Dellvary is desirad. 
Print yourname and address on the reverse 
so ttiat wa can return the card to you 
Attach this card to the t>ack of ttie mallpiece, 
or on the front if space permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

1. Article Addressed ta 

PaDEP - Northwest Region 
230 Cheshiut Street 
Meadville, PA 16335 

D. bdelivety address diBBiwitltoiii Item 1? D Vbs 
If YES, enter deUvery address t)elaw: • No 

^^^l^^erliiledMail 
D rteglsteiBd 
DlnsuredMaU 

DExpressMall 
u Rotum Rocelpt for Msrchandis 
• COiX 

4. RssMcted Delivery? (ExteAe^ OYIBS 

2. Article Numtier 
(Transfer from 7005 ES70 DDDD BflSn DDES 

PS Fbmri 3 8 1 1 . Febnjary 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 102595«Z-M.t540 
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•% i r n t n r i n ^ POBOXI26 es WALNUT STREET 
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. ^ _ . Pnone i314) 533-2630 Fax iSK) 533-2oa1 

March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Reouested 

Clarion County - Commissioners 
Clarion County Courthouse 
421 Main Street 
aarion, PA 16214 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion, Forest Elk, McKean - Commonwealt t i of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 ^Sub-no. I X ) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request authority 
from the Surface Transportetion Board (STB) to abandon the subject rail l ine from M P 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence o f 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses port ions of Clarion, Fo res t Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to t f ie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 4 0 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notiftoation of the proposed actton and to request your assistence in klentifying any potential effecte 
of ttiis act ion as may be applk^able to your office as indicated betow. No adverse environmentel impacte 
are anticipated. However, if you kJentify any adverse environmentel impacte, a description o f any act ions 
ttiat may b e proposed in order to m i ^ a t e such impacte is required to be included in the connbined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will be submit ted to the STB. Ptease provk le a written 
response, as applicabie, ttiat may be included in the Repor t T t ie required notifications are as folk>ws: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsylvante Department o f Environmentel Protection: State whether the proposed actton is consistent 
wrtti applicabte Federal, Stete or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Regional Ptannina Aoencies f County Commjssionefs): Statewhet t ier t t ie proposed action 
is consistent w i th existing land use ptens. Descr ibe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Stete whether permite under Section 4 0 2 o f the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required fbr ttie proposed act ion. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildl i fe Servk»: Stete whett ier the p roposed action is likely t o adve rse l / affect 
endangered o r threatened species or areas designated a s a crit ical habi tat and i f so , descr ibe ttie 
effecte. 

• U.S. Army Conos o f Engineers: S ta te (1 )whe t t i e rpe rm i teunde rSec t i on404o f t t i eC leanWate rAc t (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) a re required for ttie proposed action and (2) whet t ier any designated weUands o r 100-
year flood pteins wiH be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/Stete Parte Servtoes: Stete whett ier wiMlife sanctuaries or refuges. Nat ional or Stete Pari ts or 
foreste wi l l be affected, and describe any effects. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Consen/atton Service: Stete ttie effect of the proposed action o n any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notificatton only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or sttucteres meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogical resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greaUy appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Rease 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours, 

David R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRMJel 

Attachmente 

ccw/attach: Andrew Gokistein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

m Cotnpleta items 1.2, and a Also completa 
item 4 if ResWded Delivery Is desired. 

• PtM yourname and address on the reverse 
so that we can retum the card to you 

• Attach this card to ttie badt of the mallpiece 
or on the front if space permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

1. Article AddrasaedtR 

Clarion County - Commissioners 
Clarion County Courthouse 

421 Main Street 
Cterion, PA 16214 

2. Ait lde Number 
fnansAr ftom sarWcs tabeO 

t M d & L ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^MMiiXdim£J^ dHhertf 

COataof 

D. IsdBftieryadaasadiniBrertlitmBamlV^n ^ 
If YESk enter delhwry address bekw. x B ^ 

3.>Serv|Btf1Vpe 
^^^er t f f ledMaD DEi iptBBsMal 

OReglstared D Return Receipt for Metctandlse 

DlmflBdMall Dcaa 
4. RosSrtcSBdOellvery7(S(!r9ft^ n\bs 

7DDS S57D 0000 3650 ODbS 

PS Form 3 8 1 1 . February 2004 Domestic Retum Receipt 102Sg»4BM-1540 
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-% i r i i « n r » n = - PO BOX 12s 58 WALNUT STREET 
J t l V i U J f ^ JOHNSTOWN PA 1S9G7-0126 

. -^ _. Phone 1814.533-2680 Fax (314)533-2691 

March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receiot Reouested 

Forest County Commissioners 
526 Elm Street - Box 4 
Tionesta, PA 16353 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion. Forest, Elk. McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. 1X1 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Suriiace Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2. a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Cterton, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A rrtep of ttie proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistence in klentifying any potential effecte 
of ttiis action as may be applkabte to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmentel impacte 
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmentel impacts, a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in the combined 
Environmentel and Historic Report (Report) whk:h will be submitted to the STB. Please provkte a written 
response, as applicable, that may be included in ttie Report The required notifications are as follows: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsylvania Deoartnnent of Environmentel Protection: State whettier tfie proposed action is consistent 
witti applkable Fecteral, State or tocai water quality stendards. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/br Reotonal Planning Agencies fCountv CommissioneraV State whether the proposed action 
is consistent witti existing tend use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aoencv: Stete whether permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servfce: Stete wtiether ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critkal habitat and if so. describe ttie 
effecte. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Enoineers: State (1) whettier pemriite under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whether any designated weUands or 100-
year flood pteins will be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/Stete Park Servk»s: Stete whettier wildlife sanctearies or refuges, National or State Partes or 
foreste will be affected, and describe any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service. Stete the effect of the proposed action on any pnme 
agricultural tend. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presentation Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or staicteres meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
arctieological resources or any other prevtously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, I greafly appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply wittiin 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stieet PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require furttier information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours. 

David R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRL^el 

Attachmente 

cc w/aHach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER; COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

m Complete items 1,2. and 3. Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted DeAwyb dasiied. 

a Prinl your name and address on the reverse 
so ttial we can retum the card to you. 

• Attach ttds card to the bacl(ot ttie maHplece, 
or on the frent if space permits. 

Forest County Commissioners 
526 Elm Street - Box 4 
Tionesta, PA 16353 

COMPLETE THIS 
SECTION ON DEUVERY 

g insured Man, DCAa_ 

7DD5 a57a0S°O^^5 -^^ 
Domestic Return Receipt 

1O2SS»O2^1S40 





•% triitnr\n^ POBCxias 68 WALNUT STREET 
JtJVU^UI^ ' JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

Phone. 1-814)533-2680 Fax |314| 533-2691 

March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Reouested 

Elk County Commissioners 
Elk County Courttiouse Annex 
300 Center Street 
P.O. Box 448 
Ridgway, PA 15853 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion, Forest Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportetion Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line ttaverses portions of Clarton, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of ttie proposed track atiandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regutetions at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis conespondence is to 
serve as notification of tfie proposed action and to request your assistence in identifying any potentid effecte 
of this action as may be applkatite to your office as indicated betow. No adverse erwironmentel impacte 
are antidpated. However, if you identify any adverse environmentel impacte, a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in ttie combined 
Environmentel and Historic Report (Report) which will be sutimitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicabte, tttet may tie included in the Report Ttie required notifications are as fblk>ws: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsylvante Department of Environmentel Protection: State vi4ietherttie proposed action isconsistent 
witti applicat>te Federal, State or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Locgy and/or Reotonal Ptennina Agencies f Counh/ Commissfanefs): State whettier ttie proposed action 
is consistent with existing land use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aoencv: State whettier permite under Section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wikilife Servfcg State wfiettier the proposed action is likely to adversel/ affect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so, describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: Stated) whettier permite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year flood pteins will be affected. Descritie any effecte. 

• ftetional/State Park Services: Stete whettier wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Paries or 
foreste will tie affected, and describe any effects. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: Stete tiie effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Sun^ey: Notificatton only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or stmctores meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeological resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatty appredate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporatton 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very toily yours, 

Davkl R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRUjel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goktetein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovatohick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

m Complete Hems 1.2. and 3. A t o coniplete 
i tem4i f nasbicted DeHvety is desired. 

• Print yourname and address on the reverse 
so tfiat we can return the card to you 

• Attach this card to Ww back of the mailpiece^ 
or on triB nont If spflCB psrmltSL 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

1. Artlde Addressed ta 

Elk County Commissioners 
Elk County Courthouse Annex 

300 Center Street P.O. Box 448 
Ridgviray. PA 15853 

DAgent 
DAddtessee 

a bdellMryaddkes9diftfrentftamliBni17 OYto 
If YESk enter delivery Bddiess below: O N O 

3.l6mi6B 

ETRegt 

Type 
CertMedMal 

DbBuredMaB 
D ftatum nsceipl (orMerdwxflse 
D c o i a 

4, nsatrtctBdDslhwfy?^dnFoo^ DYta 

2. Artide Number 
(HansterlivmsenlcelabeO 7005 2570 ODOD 3650 DDBb 

PS Fbrni 3 8 1 1 , f^etxuary 2004 Domestic Retum Receipt t02S9»<)MIII-l540 





^ t t - k A n r \ r \ ^ PO BOX 125 68 WALNUT STREET 
J t M ^ V J r X JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0125 

Phone i814|S33-25S0 Fax ;314| 533-2691 

March 17. 2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Mckean County Commisstoners 
500 W. Main Street 
Smethport, PA 16749 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsyh/ania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please tie advised ttiat the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to atiandon the subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of ttie proposed track atiandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notification of ttie proposed action and to request your assistence in klentifying any potential effecte 
of this action as may be applktebte to your office as indicated betow. No adverse environmentel ioipacte 
are anticipated. However, if you ktentify any adverse environmentel impacte. a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in the conntiined 
Environmentel and Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicabte, ttiat may be included in the Report The required notifications are as foltows: 

• Pennsylvante State Clearinghouse: Notif ication only. 

• Pennsvlvante Department of Environmentel Protection: State whether tt ie proposed act ion is consistent 
witt i applicable Federal, Stete or tocal water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Plannino Agencies (County Commisstoners): Statewhether t t ie proposed action 
is consistent wi th existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistendes. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aoencv: State whettier permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servtoe: Stete whether t f ie proposed action is likely to adversely affect 
endangered o r ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habi tat and if so, descr ibe ttie 
effecte. 

• U.S. Armv Coros of Engineers: S ta te ( l ) whether permite under Section 404 of t t ie Clean Water Ac t (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated weUands o r 100-
year ftood pteins wil l be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/State Parte Services: Stete wt iet t ier wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Parits or 
foreste wil l be affected, and describe any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Consen/ation Service. Stete ttie effect of the proposed actton o n any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• N a t i o n a l G e o d e t i c S u n / e v : No t i f i ca t ion on ly . 

• Stete Historic Preservation Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or stiuctores meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeotogical resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stieet PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further intomiation, please contact my offtoe at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours. 

David R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRL^el 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Gokistein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• Complete items 1,2, and 3. Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. 

• Print yoiff name and address on the reverse 
so that we can retum the card to y o a 

• Attach this card to the back of the mallpiece. 
or on the front if space permits. 

COMPLETE Tr i - i SECTION ON DEUVERY 

1. Article Addressed toe 

Mckean County Commissioners 
500 W. Main Street 

Smethport, PA 16749 

MedNamil IC. Datuif DeUvay 

BditllBfent (torn item 1? • VBS ^ 
iuanf address betow. • No 

D. Is deflveiy address diflteent 
It YES, enter deliveiy address tsetow. 

TVpa 
MUl D 

D Registered D Retum Receipt for IMerehandise 
DmsuredMaa a & O . R 

4. Restricted Delivery? (EMreAef DVbs 

2. Artida Number 
fI?ans>lBr itam servtes tateQ 

7005 a570 DODD 3650 0D13 

PS rarm 3 8 1 1 . Fetiniar/ 2CC4 Domestic Retum Receipt 10ZS9MZ-M.1540 
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•% i r n i i o r v n ^ POBOXI26 68 WALNUT STREET 

J t l V V - U K JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 
Phone i814) 533-26S0 Fa» i81.») 533-2691 

CtWUilKl l imMIUUKK 

March 17. 2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

U 8 Environmental Protection Agency 
Regton 3 Regtonal Office 
1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia. PA 19102-2029 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonvi/ealtti of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. 1X> 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Cterion, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of ttie proposed back abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regutetions at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis conespondence is to 
sen/e as notifnation of ttie proposed action and to request your assistence in toentifying any potential effecte 
of this action as may be applicabte to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmental impacte 
are antidpated. However, if you identify any adverse environmentel impacts, a description of any actions 
ttiat may tie proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in ttie combined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whtoh will be submitted to the STB. Please provkJe a written 
response, as appltoable, ttiat may be included in ttie Report The required notifications are as foltows: 

• Pennsvlvante Stete Clearinohouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvlvante Department of Environmentel Protection: Stete whettier ttie proposed action isconsistent 
witti applkabte Federal, State or tocal water quality stendanJs. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Ptennina Aoencies (County Commisstoners): Stete whettier ttie proposed action 
is consistent witti existing land use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aoencv: Slate whettiar o e m M under Sadinn 4Q2 of the Oean VJaier 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and WiMlife Senrice: Stete whettier ttie proposed action is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so, describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. Armv Coros of Engineers: Stete (1) whettier pemnite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed actton and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year ftood plains will be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• ftetional/Stete Parte Services: State whettier wildlife sanchjaries or refuges. National or Stete Parks or 
foreste will be affected, and describe any effects. 

• U.S. Nahiral Resources Consen«tion Service: State ttie effect of ttie proposed action on any prime 
agriculhjral land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presentation Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or sbuctures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeological resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in this matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require forther information, ptease contact my offk» at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tmly yours. 

DavkJ R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• Complete items 1,2. and a Also complate 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery Is desirBd. 

• mnt your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to tlw back of tlie mailplecek 
or on the itant if space permits. 

1. Article Adebessed to: 

USEPA 
Region 3 Regional Office 

1650 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2029 

2. Article Number 

PS(wn3811,Fet)njaiy2004 

COMPLETE T HIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

Unl fe l State i DAgent 
rTnninontv.T Pr->ha<.-£lOD A n ^ U ^ M r i ^ , . ^ 

a Received » / ^ = * W A * H | C 0 , . . of P e . . ^ 

D. Is deBvery eddreeedNtorant ftom f .. — . „ ^ 
If YESw enter deOvery address below: D No 

3- | - ) toTyp. 

• ^ g T * * * * * Q&piBssMaS 

4. Restricted OBl»ery?<Barafte!» Dvta 

7D05 5570 0000 3650 QIDT 

D«n«tic Return Receipt 10^s9so^^^».154o 





•§ i r H i i r T k r i a . POBOX126 68 WALNUT STREET 
J t l v l V r f U K JOHNSTOWN PA 15G07-0126 

^ _. Phone (314) 533-2580 Fax (B14i 533-2691 

\ ^ ^ 
C WnEIICOII FMMK ua FW • w 

March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Reouested 

U S Rsh and Wildlife 
Pennsyhrania Field Office 
315 South Allen Street. Suite 322 
State Coltege. PA 16801-4850 

Re: Proposed At)andonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion, Forest Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsyh/ania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. 1X> 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please tie advised tfiat ttie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request auttiority 
from ttie Surtece Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line ttaverses portions of Cterion, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of the proposed track atiandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, thte correspondence is to 
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in kJentifying any potential effecte 
of tills action as may be applKat>le to your offk:e as indkated beksw. fto adverse environmental impacte 
are anticipated. However, if you identic any adverse environmentel impacte, a description of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in the combined 
Environmentel and Historic Report (Report) which will tie submitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicable, that may be included in the Report The required notifications are as folk>ws: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearinghouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsylvania Department of Environmentel Protection: Stete whettier the proposed action is consistent 
with applicatite Federal, Stete or tocal water quality stendards. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Ptennino Agencies (County Commisstoners): Stete whettier tfie proposed action 
is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aoencv: Stete whether permite under Section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required fbr the proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish a x i WiMlife Sendee: State whettier ttie proposed actnn is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or Oveatened species or areas des^nated as a critical fiabitat and if so, describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. Armv Coros of Engineers: Stete (1) whettier permite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whether any designated wettands or 100-
year flood plains wiH be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/State Parte Servfces: Stete whether wildlife sanctearies or refuges, National or Stete Paries or 
foreste will tie affected, and descritie any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: Stete the effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricutturai land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notificatton only. 

• Stete Historic Presen/ation Office: Stete whett ier ttie site and/or struchires meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiere is a l ikelihood of 
archeological resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of the Knox and Kane, I greatly appredate your cooperat ion and assistence in ttiis matter. P lease 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further infonnation, please contect my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very truly yours. 

David R. Layman 
Pres ident -JEMCOR 

DRMJel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• Complete items 1.2, and 3. Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Defivery Is desired. 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that wa can retum the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the back of the->-
or on the front If space permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

^^^Slmatum 

oa —H>a Received tqr 
mallpiece. [ j 

Addressee 

Article Addressed tK 

U S Fish and Wildlife: 
Pennsyh/ania Field OfTice 

315 South Alton Street. Suite 322 
State College. PA 16801-4850 

Da Is dsHveify eodnsee diffefont fram nem 
H YES, enter delivery address tielow: ONo 

sTVpe 
rCertflsdMan DExpieeaMaP . . ^ J ^ 
iRegistBted i l Return Receipt tefWerctarase 

DlnsuredMaU ' D & a a 
4. RestrictedDellveiy?(Ert>aF9e> a>l» 

2. Article Numtier 
(lianstirftomsemealabeO 

7QDS 3c;7n nnPO 365D 011b 

PS Forni 3811 . February 2004 iiuiiiBStic Rc&j.- Receipt 
iaeS9»)2-M-1540 
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# % 
•% ir\ kr>r\n^ POBOXI26 68 WALNUT STREET 

j t l V ' - ' U K JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 
- ^ . Phone (814) 533-2680 Fax (814) 533-2691 

March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

US Army Engineer District. Pittsburgh, CELRP 
Room 2032, 
William S. Moorhead Fed. BIdg. 
1000 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterton, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that the Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request auttiority 
from the Surfece Transportetion Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest. Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regutetions at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notification of ttie proposed action and to request your assistance in klentifying any potential effecte 
of this action as may be appltoable to your office as indtoated betow. No adverse environmentel impacte 
are anticipated. However, if you identify any adverse environmentel impacte, a description of any actions 
that may tie proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to tie included in the comtiined 
Environmental and Historto Report (Report) whtoh will be sutimitted to ttie STB. Please provKJe a written 
response, as applicabte, that may be included in the Report Ttie required notifications are as follows: 

• Pennsylvania State Clearirwhouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvlvante Department of Environmentel Protection: State whether the proposed actton is consistent 
with applkabte Federal, Stete or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Planning Agencies (County Commisstoners): State whettier ttie proposed action 
is consistent with existing tend use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency: Stete whether permite under Section 402 of the Ctean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Rsh and Wikilife Servfce: State whettier tfie proposed action is likely to adversel/ affect 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical hatMtat, and if so, describe ttie 
effecte. 

• U.S. Amw Corns of Engineers: Stete f l ) whettier oermite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act f 33 
U.S.C. S1344) are required for tfte proposed action and (2) wtiether any designated wettands or 100-
year flood plains wiH be affected. Describe any efliecte. 

• National/State Park Servfces: State wtiettier wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State Parks or 
foreste wilt be affected, and descntie any effecte. 

• U.S. Natoral Resources Conservation Service: Stete the effect of ttie proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Preservation Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or structures meet ttie criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in ttte project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in this matter. Rease 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tmly yours. 

David R. Layman 
President - JEMCOR 

DRL/jel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Gokistein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

O 

a Complete Hams 1.2. and 3. Also complete 
Rem 4 if ResMcted OsBvery b desired. 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
so ttiat we can retum Itie card to yoa 

• /Utach this card to the txek of the mallpiece^ 
or on ttie flnont If space permits. 

1. ArtldB Addressed toe 

US Anny Engineer Distarfct, Pittsburgh. 
CELRPRoom 2032, 

William S. Moortiead Fed. BMg. 
1000 Liberty Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15222-4186 

& IsdeBMry eddressdHliorantltainB 
If YESk enter dellMry eddiesa Iselow: D N O 

3 ^ 
»<SeF^ iype 
^,j;4Cen«lBdMall 

atnsuredMal 

DeqnssMBB 
Q Relum Receipt for Merchandlso 
DCXUX 

4. Restricted Dellveiy7|B«aFBal D Y i n 

2. ArUdeNumber 
7005 257D DOOD 3650 0123 

PS Fomn 3 8 1 1 , February 2004 Domestic Return Receipt ia2S9Ma4ii.is4o 
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it-»jir>r»n — PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET 
j t : lv lv jUr \ JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

Phone 1814) 533-2680 Fax (814) 533-2691 

V n e r i ^ ^ " 

March 17,2009 

Certified Mail 
Refajm Receipt Requested 

National Park Service 
Northeast Region 
U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestnut St . Fifth Floor 
Philadelphia. PA 19106 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. IXt 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised ttiat ttte Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Beam (STB) to abandon ttte subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Clanon, Forest. Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of ttie proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttte STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttiis correspondence is to 
serve as notifteation of the proposed action and to request your assistence in identifying any potential efliecte 
of this action as may be applicable to your office as indicated betow. No adverse environmentel impacte 
are anticipated. However, if you ktentify any adverse environmentel impacts, a description of any actions 
ttiat may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in ttte comtiined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) which will tie sutimitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applk:able, tttet may be included in the Report The required notifications are as folksws: 

• Pennsyh/ania State Clearinghouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvlvante Department of Environmentel Protection: Statewhethertheproposedactionisconsistent 
witti applKable Federal. Stete or kxa l water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reokanal Planning Agencies (County Commisstoners): State whettier ttte proposed action 
is consistent witti existing tend use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: State whether pennite under Section 402 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wikilife Senwce: State whettier ttte proposed action is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so, describe ttie 
effecte. 

• U.S. Army Corps of Enoineers: State (1) whettier pennite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Ac t (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required fbr ttte proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands csr 100-
year flood pteins will be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/State Parte Servfces: State whettier wiMiife sanctuaries or refuges, National or Stete Parte or 
foreste will be affected, and describe any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservatfon Service: Stete the effect of the proposed actton on a n / prime 
agricultural tend. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presentation Offree: Stete whettier ttte site and/or stmctures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeological resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

OnbehalfofttieKnoxandKane,Igreattyappredateyourcooperationandassistenceinttiismatter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require forther information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tmly yours, 

Davki R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRUjel 

Attachmente 

ccw/attach: Andrew Gokistein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovak:hk:k 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• Complete items 1.2. and 3. Also complete 
Item 4 if Rastrtcted OeHveiy Is desbed. 

• Print your name and addrsss on the reverse 
so tliat we can return the card to yoa 

• Attach this card to the tiacfc of the mallpiece, 
or on the Afont if space permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

1. Article Addressed to: 

National Perk Sen/ice: 
Northeast Region 

U.S. Custom House 
200 Chestout S t , Fiftti Ftoor 

Philadelphte, PA 19106 

• Agent 
• Addressee 

Oateo^beliviry 

0 . Is deftrery aJUlHSs'MWBiit i lwi i ton 17 
If YES. e n t e r d Q l ^ address behMK • N o 

l y p a ^ -
CertlllBdMBll • B ^ r e e s l y u i 

• Retum Receipt for Merchsndisa 
• inauisdMaa U C X y a . 

4. Restricted Delivery? (EMraAqI • YBS 

2. ArtideNuntfier 

(Tr^Klertnmsm^eeUbelt 7DD4 llbD DDD3 SE31 41b4 
PS Fomi 3811, FetJHjaiy 2004 Domestic Retum Receipt 102S9S.0MI«-IMO 
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•% i r t » n r \ n ^ POBOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET 
JtlvIV-.Ur\ JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

. ^ _ . Phone (814) 533-2680 Fax 1814) 533-2691 

Ve*«^ 
March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Bureau o f State Paries 
P O Box 8551 
Harr isburg. PA 17105-8551 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest Elk, McKean - Commonwealtti of Pennsylvante 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. 1X^ 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please tie advised ttiat ttte Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request auttiority 
from the Surface Transportetion Board (STB) to atiandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses porttons of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of tt ie proposed track atiandonment te attached. 

Pursuant to ttte STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, ttie correspondence is to 
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your asstetence in klentifying any potential effecte 
of ttiis action as may t ie applktekite to your office as indicated betow. No adverse envirorvnental impacte 
are anticipated. However, if you klenlify any adverse environmentel impacte, a description of any actions 
ttiat may tie proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in the connbined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whtoh wil l be submitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicable, ttiat may tie included in ttte Report Tt ie required notifications are as folk^ws: 

• Pennsylvania State Ctearinohouse: Notification only. 

• PennsvlvanH Department of Environmentel Protection: Statewhettierttte proposed action isconsistent 
witti applktetile Federal. Slate or kxtel water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reqk>nal Plannino Aoencies (County Commisstoners): Stete whettier ttie proposed action 
is consistent with existing tend use ptens. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: State wtiettier permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and WiWIife Servfcg State wtiether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or threatened species o r areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. descr ibe ttie 
effecte. 

• U.S. Armv Corps of Engineers: State (1) whettier pennite under Section 404 of ttte Clean Water A c t (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) wtiether any designated wettands o r 100-
year ftood plains wil l tte affected. Descritie any efliecte 

• National/State Parle Setvfces: Stete whettier wikilife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State Partes or 
foreste wiH be affected, and describe any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Consenration Service: Stete the effect of tne proposed action on a n / prime 
agricultural tend. 
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• National Geodetic Sun/ev: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Offfce: Stete whettier ttie site and/or stmctures meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Pteces (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeologk:al resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

OnbehalfofttieKnoxandKane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistance in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require forther information, please contact my offtee at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tmly yours, 

Davkl R. Layman 
President - JEMCOR 

DRMjel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

S E N D E R : COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

u Complete Items 1.2. and 3. Also complete 
Hem 4 if Restricted OeHvery is desired. 

B Print your name and address on ttie reverse 
so tttat we can retum the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the back of the mailplece. 
cr on the front if space permits. 

1. Article Addressed toe 

Bureau of State Paries 
PO Box 8551 

Harristxirg, PA 17105-8551 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

• Apert : 

2. Article Number 
(TlansliBr from servfce (aOeQ 

PS Form 3 8 1 1 , February 2004 

7QD4 ^̂ n̂ nnn3 5531 ^ m 
_ 10259MZ-M-1540 
Domestic Retum Receipt 



. s ^ ^ 



•% i r n i i o r k r i ^ POBOXi26 68 WALNUT STREET 
J t l V V . ' U K JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

^ _. PHone f814) 533-2680 Fax (814) 533-2691 

March 17. 2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

U.S. NahJFal Resources Conservation Service 
Pennsylvania State Office 
One Credit Union Place. Suite 340 
Harristiurg. PA 1711&-2993 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 fSub-no. 1X> 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that tfie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from ttie Surface Transportation Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox arxl Kane line traverses portions of Clarion. Forest Elk and McKean 
counties. PA A map of ttie proposed track abandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regutetions at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttite correspondence is to 
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistance in klentifying any potential effecte 
of tills action as may be applicatite to your office as indicated below. No adverse environmentel impacte 
are anticipated. However, if you kientify any adverse environmentel impacte, a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in the combined 
Environmental and Historic Report (Report) whk:h will tte sutimitted to ttie STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicable, ttiat may tie included in ttie Report The required notifications are as folk>ws: 

• Pennsvlvante State Clearinohouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvh/ania Department of Environmentel Protection: Stete whether ttie proposed action is consistent 
witti applkabte Federal, Stete or kxsl water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Ptennina Agencies f County Commisstoners): State whettier ttie proposed action 
is consistent witti existing larxl use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aoencv: Stete whettter permite under Section 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Rsh and Wikilife Sennce: Stete whettter ttie proposed action is Ukely to adversely affect 
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical hatiitat and if so, describe the 
effects. 

• U.S. Armv Corps of Engineers: State (1) whettier permite under Section 404 oftfie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are requinsd for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year flood plains will be affected. Descritie any effecte. 

• National/Stete Park Servk»s: State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Parks or 
foreste will be affected, and descritie any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Consen/ation Senrfce: Stete ttie effect of ttte proposed actton on any prime 
agricutturai land. 
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• Na t i ona l G e o d e t i c S u r v e y : No t i f i ca t i on on ly . 

• Stete Historic Preservation Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or structures meet ttte criteria fbr listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier there is a likelihood of 
archeokigk:al resources or any ottter previously unknown historic properties in ttte project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greatty appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter, 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Stieet PO Box 126 
Johnstown. PA 15907-0126 

ff you have any questions or require further information, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tmly yours, 

Davkl R. Layman 
President - JEMCOR 

DRUjel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Gokistein, Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• Complete items 1,2, and 3. Also complete 
Item 4 if Restricted Dellwefy Is desireti; 

• Print yourname and addrsss on the reverse 
so that wa can retum the canl to y o a 

• Attach this card to the back of the mailplece. 
o ron f t e f t on t if spaoe permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELI 

1. Article Addressed tR 

US Natural Resources Conservat ion 
Service 

Pennsylvanja State OfTice 
One Credit Union Place. Suite 340 

Harrisburg. P A 17110-2993 

• Agent 
• Addressee 

a bdeRveiyeddnsst 
If YES. enter detvery address below: 

Vbs 
• No 

• Regleiered 
• hsuredMaa 

• BipressMaa 
• Return Receipt for Merchandise 

• aaa 
2. ArtidsNumber 

(TransliBrfmmsenlcabbeO 

4. RestrictedDellweiy7(E)rtraftq| j j y ^ 

70Q4 llbD DDD3 5E31 50Dfl 

:PSFonn3811 .Fe touary2004 Doinestic Return Receipt 
l02S9frO2.M.i54o 
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• ^ \rh»nr\n^ POBOXI26 68 WALNUT STREET 
Jt lVlV. 'UK JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

Phone (8141 533-2680 Fa« (314i 533-2691 

March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

National Geodetic Survey 
1315 East-West Highway. Statmn 8815 
Sih/er Spring, MD 20910 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion. Forest Elk. McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 f Sub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised that tiie Knox and Kane Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) plans to request auttiority 
from the Surtece Transportetion Board (STB) to atiandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Karte line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest. Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of ttie proposed track atiandonment is attadied. 

Pursuant to the STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7. ttiis correspondence is to 
sen/e as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistence in identifying any potential effecte 
of tills action as may be applnabte to your office as indwated bekyw. No adverse environmentel impacte 
are anticipated, htewever. if you kientify any adverse environmentel impacte. a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to be included in the combined 
Environmentel and Historic Report (Report) whk:h will be submitted to ttte STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicable, that may be included in tfte Report Ttie required notifications are as follows: 

• Pennsvlvante State Clearinghouse: Notification only. 

• F^nsvlvania Department of Environmental Protection: Statewhettierttte proposed action is consistent 
with applicabte Federal. State or tocal water quality stendards. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Ptennino Agencies (County Commisskxiers): State whettier the proposed action 
is consistent witti exteting tend use ptens. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmentel Protection Aoencv: State wtiether permite under Section 402 of ttie Ctean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttie proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wikilife Servfce: Stete whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect 
endangered or ttireatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so. describe ttie 
efrecB. 

• U.S. Armv Corns of Engineers: State (1) whettier permite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttte proposed action and (2) whether any designated wettands or 100-
year flood plains will tie affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/Stete Parte Servfces: Stete whettier wikilife sanctuaries or refuges. National or Stete Paries or 
foreste will be affected, and describe any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: Stete ttie effect of ttie proposed action on any prime 
agricultural tend. 
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• National Geodetic Survey: Notification only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Offfce: Stete whettier ttie site and/or stiuchires meet ttie criteria tor listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4). and whettier ttiere is a likelihood of 
archeological resources or any ottier previously unknown historic properties in ttie project area. 

On behalf of ttte Knox and Kane, I greatiy appredate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply within 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmentel Management Corporatton 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further informatton, please contact my office at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tmly yours, 

Davkl R. layman 
Presklent-JEMCOR 

DRL(jel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Gokistein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

• Complete items 1.2. and 3. Also complete 
item 4 If Restricted DeHvety Is desired. 

a Pifnt your name and addrasa on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the t»ckol the mailplece 
or on Ihe front if space permits. 

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DEUVERY 

1. ArlicieAddrBsaedtoc 

National Geodetic Survey 
1315 East-West Highway 

Station 8815 
Silver Spring. MD 20910 

A. Signanjie 
• Agent 

0. bdeBwryaddiessdllfcwmhoiii 
If YESw enter delivery address beioeR 

«mq| |C.DateofDeiiveiy 

lent torn Weriil? u W 
iddiBssbelo«R a N o 

a^fviee-iypa 
HDCertlledMall 

• Regblarad 
• msuradMaB 

• Express MaO 
• Retum Receipt (or Merchandise 

• COiJ. 
4. Reslrlct8dOeBweiy7(EJ«afi8e| • \to 

2. ArtKtelMumber 

fnaosAarftwn «9be9 
7DDH l l b O DQ03 5 E 3 1 4=165 

. PS Fonn 3 8 1 1 . Febmary 2004 Domestic Return Receipt 1(B59&<a-M-1S40 





, _ . . ^ - . p , a . PO BOX 126 68 WALNUT STREET 
J t M v - U f ^ JOHNSTOWN PA 15907-0126 

Phone ,'814)533-2680 Fax (8141533-2691 

March 17.2009 

Certified Mail 
Retum Receipt Requested 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Commonwealth Keystone BuikJing. Second Ftoor 
400 htorth Street 
HarristMjrg, PA 17120-0093 

Re: Proposed Atiandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Cterion. Forest, Elk, McKean - Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. IX) 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Please be advised tttet ttte Knox and Kane (Railroad Company (Knox and Kane) ptens to request auttiorify 
from ttie Surface Transportetion Board (STB) to abandon ttie subject rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a 
distence of 69.9 miles. Ttie Knox and Kane line traverses portions of Cterion, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA. A map of the proposed track atiandonment is attached. 

Pursuant to ttie STB's regulations at 49 CFR Part 1152 and 40 CFR Part 1105.7, this correspondence is to 
serve as notification of the proposed action and to request your assistence in klentifying any potential effecte 
of this action as may tie appltoatite to your office as indnated tietow. No adverse environmentel impacte 
are antidpated. However, if you identify any adverse environmentel impacte, a description of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to mitigate such impacte is required to tie included in tfie combined 
Environmental arid Historic Report (Report) which will be submitted to tfte STB. Please provkle a written 
response, as applicabte, ttiat may tie included in ttie Report The required notifications are as foltows: 

• Pennsylvante State Clearinghouse: Notification only. 

• Pennsvlvante Department of Environmentel Protection: State whettter the proposed action is consistent 
witti applkalite Federal. State or tocal water quality stendards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

• Local and/or Reotonal Planning Aoencies (Counfy Commisstoners): State whettier ttte proposed action 
is consistent with existing land use plans. Descritie any inconsistencies. 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Aoencv: State whettier permite under Sectton 402 of ttie Clean Water 
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for ttte proposed action. 

• U.S. Fish and Wikilife Service: State whettier the proposed actton te likely to adversely affect 
erxlangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat and if so, describe ttie 
effects. 

• U.S. /^rniy Corps of Engineers: State (1) whether permite under Section 404 of ttie Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1344) are required for ttie proposed action and (2) whettier any designated wettands or 100-
year flood pteins will be affected. Describe any effecte. 

• National/State Park Servfces: State whettier wildlife sanctuartes or refuges. National or Stete Partts or 
foreste will be affected, and describe any effecte. 

• U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service: Stete ttie effect of the proposed action on any prime 
agricultural land. 
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• National Geodetic Sun/ev: Notificatton only. 

• Stete Historic Presenration Office: Stete whettier ttie site and/or struchires meet ttie criteria for listing 
on ttie National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whettier ttiero is a likelihood of 
archeotogical resources or any ottier prevtously unknown historic properties in ttte project area. 

On behalf of ttie Knox and Kane, I greafly appreciate your cooperation and assistence in ttiis matter. Please 
send your reply wittiin 30 days to: 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation 
68 Walnut Street PO Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

If you have any questions or require further information, please contect my offtoe at (814) 533-2680. 

Very tmly yours, 

David R. Layman 
President-JEMCOR 

DRUjel 

Attachmente 

cc w/attach: Andrew Goldstein. Esq. 
Joseph Kovalchick 

SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 

m Complete items 1.2. and 3. Also complete 
item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can rstaim the card to you. 

• Attach this card to the t)acl( of the mailplece. 
or on the front if space pennits. 

1. Artida Addressed to: 

PA Historical and Museum Comm. 
Bureau fbr Historic Preseivatkin 

Commonwealth Keystone Building. 
Second F k x i r - 4 0 0 North Street 

Hamsburg. PA 171200093 

JL 
COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON DELIVERY 

D. Isdefivery address dHfeient from Item 17 
If YES. enter delivery address below: 

a Vbs 
• No 

^ ^ ^ H M 
»Type 

(gertitlad MaB 
"•Registered 

• Insured MaP 

DExpiessMaU 
• Rebjm Receipt (Or Merchendlse 

• ao.a 
4. rie»tricteclCe;;vary7(E(3:iF«i> • YSS 

2. ArtKde Number 
{Transfer from safvtos tata^ 

PS Form 3 8 1 1 . February 2004 

7DDM llbD 0003 5E31 ^̂ 1̂5 

Domestic Retum Receipt 10259M2-M.154O 
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Attachment 3 

Responses to Notifications 

n j u t / ^ U M U u u u i u c u i 

Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties, Pennsylvania 



OS-2 (i 1-08) 

\ 

Pennsylvania 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

www.dot,state pd.us 

August 4,2009 

Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
395 E Streets, SW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Knox & Kane Railroad Abandonment in Clarion, Forest, Elk, 
and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania (STB Docket No. AB-551 
(Sub-No. IX)) 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The PennDOT Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports and Waterways is in receipt of a July 14,2009, 
letter from Mr. Andrew P. Goldstein, Attomey for Knox & Kane Railroad (KKRR), requesting that the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Department) review the combined Environmental & Historic 
Report (Report) enclosed with their letter and forward any comments to the Surface Transportation 
Board's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA). The Report was prepared in connection with KKRR's 
proposed abandonment (see above referenced STB docket) of its 69.90 mile rail line located between 
Milepost 95.3, at North Clarion Junction, PA, and Milepost 165.2, at Mt. Jewett, PA, within Clarion, 
Forest, Elk, and McKean Counties, PA. 

The Report was forwarded to PermDOT Engineering Districts 1-0, 2-0, and 10-0, which have 
jurisdiction for the counties in which the line of railroad being proposed for abandonment is situated. In 
addition, the Report was also reviewed by PennDOT's Bureau of Design (Environmental Quality 
Assurance Division (EQAD) and Design Services Division) and Bureau of Highway Safety & Traffic 
Engineering, as well as by the Planning Deputate's Program Center. 

The Department does not have jurisdiction over the management and protection of environmental 
resources that may be affected by this project; however, any Federal agency providing project funding 
may require compliance with the National Environmentel Policy Act of 1969. In addition, if any work is 
to be performed wiihin Department right-of-way in Clarion County or access to state roads, such as 
driveways or construction entrances, is needed in said county, the Department requests that Mr. David P. 
Tomaswick, P.E., Acting District Permit Engineer, PetmDOT Engineering District 10-0, be contacted at 
724-357-2831 for more information regarding the necessary permits. 

Should you have any questions or if we may be ofany further assistance to you regarding this 
matter, please contact Tom Stettler ofmy staff at (717) 772-2637 or e-mail tstettler@stete.pa.us. 

Sincerely, 

4i-^*-K<zCu^a&J[i 

Sarah L. Gulick 
Acting Director 
Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways 

Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways} PO Box 2777| Harrisburg, PA 17102-2777|717-783-8567 

http://www.dot,state
mailto:tstettler@stete.pa.us
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cc: Andrew P. Goldstein, Esq., McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C. 

Gary Fawver, P.E., Bureau of Design, 7* Fir., CKB 
Gina M. D'Alfonso, Office of Chief Counsel, 9* Fir., CKB 
William G. Petit, P.E., District 1-0 
Kevin R. Kline, P.E., District 2-0 
Thomas H. Baltz, P.E., District 10-0 
Mark Chappel, 7* Floor Keystone Bldg. 
Dave Baehman, 6^ Floor Keystone Bldg. 
Bob Raves, 6* Floor Keystone Bldg. 
BRFPW File 

S:\Bureau of Rail Freight\Planning\Staff Folders\Tom\STB Abandonment&SaleNotices\Comments for 
Environmental ReportsMCKRRabandonment ClarionForestElkMcKean Counties AB551(1X) PennDOT 
Comments on ERto STB .doc 

Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways! PO Box 2777| Harrisburg, PA 17102-27771717-783-8567 

file://S:/Bureau


Pennsylvania 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION 
AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

BUREAU OF STATE PARKS 

July 31,2009 

Andrew P. Goldstein, Esq. 
Attomey for Knox and Kane Railroad 
McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C. 
Suite 600,2175 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Dear Mr. Goldstein: 

In reference to your letter dated July 14*'', 2009: Re: STB Docket No. AB-5S1 (Sub-No. 
IX), Knox & Kane Railroad - Abandonment Exemption - Clarion, Forest, Elk and 
McKean Counties, Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Btireau of State Parks welcomes the 
opportunity to comment on the potential abandonment ofthis corridor. As you may be aware, 
approximately O.SS miles of the railroad corridor traverses the Kitizua Bridge State Park in 
McKean County and once served as a major gateway for visitors to the park eager to catch a 
glimpse of the engineering marvel known as the Kinzua Viaduct. 

Abandonment of the railroad corridor within Kinzua Bridge State Park is favored for the 
benefit of the visitors to the park. The abandonment will allow unimpaired access to either side 
of the Viaduct. This would enhance the development of the visitor center that is planned for the 
park, which will be located next to the railroad corridor. 

The potential abandonment ofthis corridor presents exciting new opportunities for the 
commimities along the entire 69.9-mile corridor. To realize its true and full potential, the Bureau 
of State Parks encourages and fully supports the railbanking ofthis corridor imder the National 
Trails System Act. By railbanking this line, the 69.9-mile corridor will be conserved via a public 
recreational facility and be preserved in perpetuity imtil such time the corridor is needed for any 
future transportation needs in the area. Hie abandonment and subsequent railbanking of the 
corridor will enhance the visitor experience at the park by allowing iminhibited access for 
programming and the development of a new visitor center. 

The Pennsylvania Bureau of State Parks supports the abandonment of the Knox & Kane 
Railroad and encourages all parties to consider railbanking the corridor for interim recreational 
use to benefit the region. Thank you for the opportunity to conmient on this action. 

W. Norbi 
)irector 

conserve / sustain enjoy 

P.O. Box 8551, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8551 | Phone 717-787-6640 | Fax 717-787-8817 

An Equal OpDoitiinrty Employer dcnr.StatS.pa.US Printed an Recycled Paper 



Commonwealth of Peimsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

- B u r e a u fo r H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2"̂  Floor 

400 North Street , , ,« -.ono 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 July 30, 2009 

www.oh mc. state, oa. us 
Andrew P. Goldstein 
McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C. 
2175 K Street, NW, Suite 600 ll^^f^^^ ''"-V'EW OS 

Washington, DC 20037 '" ^^ '̂• 
i-n.;.~ 

Re: ER09-1114-042-B 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) Proposed Abandonment of 
the Knox and Kane Railroad, Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties 
Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Goldstein: 

The Bureau for Historic Preservation (the State Historic Preservation Office) has 
reviewed the above named project in accordance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended in 1980 and 1992, and the regulations (36 
CFR Part 800) of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as revised in 1999 and 
2004. These regulations require consideration of the project's potential effect upon both 
historic and archaeological resources. 

Because your request does not include sufficient information, we are unable to 
proceed with our review until the following additional information is submitted. 

1. Please supply a contextural history for the Knox and Kane Railroad. Who did this line 
serve? What did it carry - freight and/or passengers? What period did it operate in? 

2. Please supply additional photographs and history of the related stations, round house 
and other railroad related resources. 

3. Please inform us of the ownership, and future use of the stations, roundhouse turntable 
and railroad line? 

In our opinion no archaeological resources will be affected by this project. 

Admmixcnd I N ihr 

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission 
Edw-<ird G RLndell. Git^crndr V a j n c S Spll^^i'c, Chairman Rarfura Fr jn to , £«LClltt^c L^itLCiui 

http://www.oh


Page 2 
A. Goldstein 
Aug. 30, 2009 

If you need further information regarding historic structures please consult with 
Susan Zacher at (717) 783-9920. 

Sincerely, 

h 
Douglas C. McLearen, Chief 
Division of Archaeology & 
Protection 

DCM/smz 



McKean County Planning Commission 
17137 Route 6 

Smethport, PA 16749 
Phone:(814)887-2348 
Fax: (814) 887-3234 

July 28,2009 

Section of Enviromnental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Sh^t, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Ref: Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

We have received information pertaining to the Knox and Kane Railroad Company 
submitting a Combined Enviroimiental and Historic Report pursuant to 49 CFR § 1105.7 (e) and 49 
CFR § 1105.8 (d) for an exempt abandonment of 69.9 miles of rail Ime. After reviewing the 
document we offer the following comments: 

3.0 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation System - States that the proposed action will have no effect on 
regional or local transportation systems or patterns. This is true in the sense that no rail 
tredflc currently moves over the Line. However, McKean County (partnering with Clarion, 
Forest and Elk coimties) has filed a grant application in April, 2009 with the PA Department 
of Conservation and Natural Resources to provide funds for a rail trail feasibility study for 
the entire corridor. The study will identify types of uses for the trail, ownership options, 
maintenance considerations, and operation/maintenance scenarios. It will include a 
conceptual trail plan and implementation strategies. As part of the study, the rail line from 
Kane (McKean County) to the Kinzua Bridge would be looked at to see if it would be 
feasible to revitalize a tourist excursion train on that section of track. 

The corridor is also identified in the Regional Greenway Plan currently being prepared by 
North Central PA Regional Planning and Development Commission. The preservation of 
this corridor is an opportimity to provide a new trail system, connecting four counties, which 
could increase tourism and have a positive economic impact on the entire region. Therefore, 
there could be an effect on the regional and local transportation system by providing another 
option or mode (trail) of travel to the area. 

4.0 1105.7(e)(3) Land Use 
4.1 1105.7(3)(3)(i) - We understand that the owner of the Knox and Kane line intends to 

take the proper steps to railbank the corridor. As long as the abandonment 
proceedings include a Notice of Interim Trail Use (NITU) in the Surface 
Transportation Board's decision, the action will be consistent with the McKean 
County Comprehensive Plan, 2007. 



July 27,2009 
Page 2 

McKean County is very interested in the future of this rail corridor. The County 
Comprehensive Plan, 2007, under the Transportation Strategy, states as a specific project, 
that a region-wide land bank program be established for retaining rail right-of-way for 
priority and feasible future transportation uses, including rail-freight, passenger rail, or rail-
trail. Under the Public Infrastructure Strategy, the Plan states as a project, that trail systems 
and networks should be expanded and promoted locally and regionally as tourism 
destinations. Lastly, under the Economic Development Strategy, it is recommended to 
reactivate the tourist train from Kane to the Kinzua Bridge State Park. Although a lofty goal, 
it is recognized that this was a significant tourism asset for McKean County. 

4.4 1105.7(e)(3)(iv) - States that the line is not suitable for other public purposes, however, we 
feel that it could be used as a rail trail system connecting four counties, as well as, possibly 
operating a tourist train from Kane to Kinzua Bridge State Park. This should be included as 
an altemative use when the Board reviews the abandonment request. 

9.2 1105.7(e)(8)(2) - When the corridor is railbanked it could be proposed for trail use. And the 
section of the line from Kane to Kinzua Bridge State Park will be studied to detennine if it 
would be feasible to reactivate a tourist train to the State Park. This could have a positive 
impact on the State Park visitation numbers and the economy of the region. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the document. If we may be of further assistance, 
please feel free to contact our office. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah L. Lunden, 
CC Andrew P. Goldstein ^ Director 

Attomey for Knox and Kane Railroad 



ii!^C/||; 

Northwest Regional Ofiice 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

230 Chestnut Street 
MeadvfllcPA 16335-3481 

July 27,2009 

814-332-6816 
Fax: 814-332-6125 

Section of Environmental Analysis 
Sur&ce Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Re: Docket No. AB-551 
Knox and Kane Raiht>ad 
Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean Counties 

Dear Sur&ce Transportation Board: 

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has reviewed the information provided by 
Attomey Andrew P. Goldstein, in his July 14,2009, letter to me. 

DEP previously provided comments on the proposed project in a letter dated April 16,2009. DEP 
understands that Knox and Kane Railroad only seeks approval to abandon the raih-oad at this time. DEP 
was informed that the only immediate proposed activity, after abandonment, involves removal of the steel 
rail, and that ties, ballast, and other existing facilities (bridges, culverts, out-buildings) will remain in 
place for the time being. 

DEP recommends that prior to beginning any reclamation, demolition, or storage of materials 
along the corridor, the following contacts be made: 

Storage or disposal of rail, 
ballast ties 

Buildings and other structures 

Bridges, culverts, 
wetland, streams 

Contact Todd Carlson, P.E., Regional Manager, Waste 
Management Program, 814-332-6848. Storage or disposal 
of these materials may require DEP approval. 

Contact John Guth, Regional Manager, Air Quality 
Program, 814-332-6940. Demolition of existing buildings 
may require DEP approval. 

Contact John Holden, P.E., Regional Manager, Watershed 
Management Program, 814-332-6984. 
Any work along the rail corridor that impacts these existing 
structures or resources, may require DEP's approval. 

An Equal Opportuni ty Employer www.dep.state.pa.us Printed on Recycled Paper 
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Section of Environmental Analysis -2-

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. If you have any questions, please contact Staci 
Gustafson, Assistant Regional Director, at 814-332-6816. 

Sincerely, 

Kelvin A. Burch 
Regional Director 

cc: Andrew P. Goldstein 
Clarion Coimty Conservation District Office 
Forest County Conservation District Office 
Elk County Conservation District Office 
McKean County Conservation District Office 
Staci Gustafson 
Todd Carlson 
John Guth 
John Holden 
File 

KAB:JAH:jb:ll:sp 



Water Planning Office 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
July 22,2009 

717-772-5622 

Andrew P. Goldstein 
McCarthy, Sweeney & Harkaway, P.C. 
2175 K Street, N.W., Suite 600 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

Re: DEPFileNo.CZ7:FPL 

STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX), 
Knox & Kane Railroad Abandonment Exemption -
Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania. 

Dear Mr. Goldstein: 

The Pennsylvania Coastal Resource Management (CRM) Program has reviewed the General 
Information letter received in this office on July 17,2009, conceming the proposed project listed above 
that is located in Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties, Pennsylvania. 

We have determined that this proposed project is located outside of Pennsylvania's Erie and 
Delaware Coastal Zones, and will not impact upon it. 

Thank you for coordinating with CRM on this project. 

Donovan J. Houck 
Environmental Planner 
Coastal Resources Management Program 

Enclosure 

An Fi|udl Opportunity Employer www.dep.state.pa.us Printed on Recycled Pjper 
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Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

Northwest Regional Office 

230 Chestnut Street 
Meadville, PA 16335-3481 

April 16,2009 

814-332-6816 
Fax: 814-332-6125 

Mr. David R. Layman, President 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corp. 
P.O. Box 126 
68 Walnut Street 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, and McKean 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-No. IX) 

Dear Mr. Layman: 

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has reviewed the above project. We have 
the following comment which you should consider when proceeding with this project: 

* The Waste Management Program advises that all wastes generated during this project 
should be properly managed. Questions related to the proper handling and/or disposal of 
wastes, including rail ties, should be directed to the Waste Management program at 814-
332-6848. 

If you have any questions, or if we can be of further service, please contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Kelvin Burch 
Regional Director 

cc: WM - T. Carison 
Clarion County Conservation District 
Forest County Conservation District 
Elk County Conservation District 
McKean County Conservation District 
File 

KAB:DB:11 
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Count? of Clanon 
department of planning anb Bebelopment 

Court House, 421 Main Street, Suite 38, Clarion Pennsylvania 16214 
www.co.clarion.pa.us 

814-226-4000 Ext. 2801 ™ Fax:814-226-5275 

April 15,2009 

Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation 
Attn: David R. Layman 
68 Walnut Street, P.O. Box 126 
Johnstown, PA. 15907-0126 

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean - Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Layman: 

Thank you for your letter of advisement conceming the above referenced railroad 
abandonment. Planning Conunission members discussed this abandonment action at 
their monthly meeting held on April 15,2009. The proposed abandonment action would 
be consistent with existing land use plans as per our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan. 
Our county is also planning to participate in a feasibility study with the other three above 
referenced counties to convert the railroad right of way into a rails to trails project This 
project would also be consistent with our Clarion County Comprehensive Plan. 

If you have any further questions or needs conceming this subject, please do not 
hesitate to contact our office. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Charles E. Williams 
Chairman 
Clarion County Planning Commission 

Kristi Ditz, Assistant Planner Twila L. Rifenberrick, Director Kevin L. Reichard, County Engineer 
kditZ@CO.ClanOn pa.us tnfenberriCk@CO.ClariOn.Da.U.S krpirharrlfflrnrlarinn na lie 

http://www.co.clarion.pa.us


Forest County Conserv^aiion District 
& Planning Department 

C o u n U C o m m i s s i o n e r s 
i\. (.iiiK"* I'.iri'ii.i, ' li.iinii.iM 

li<>lHri | . ^l^l•l^lr. Ir. 
J<:!-i! n . IlutTmrin 

SI4.~5.S..'?.>r 

M a n a j t i T / D i r e c t o r 

Adminis t ra t ive .Assistant 
l)(inn:i I /otVin 

March 24, 2009 

JEMCOR 
PO Box 126 
68 Walnut Street 
Johnstown PA 15907-0126 

Re: Forest County Comprehensive Plan - Proposed 
Abandonment of Knox & Kane Railroad, Forest County 

To Whom It May Concern, 

The proposed abandonment of the Knox & Kane Railroad is 
consistent with the Forest County Comprehensive Land Use Plan. It 
particularly applies to the transportation portion and to the 
recreation/conservation portion. The possible future usage as a 
motorized ATV and/or Snowmobile trail would also apply to the economic 
portions of the Comprehensive Plan. 

I communicate this on behalf of the Forest County Commissioners 
who are ultimately responsible for land use practices within Forest 
County. The Commissioners appoint the Conservation District & 
Planning Board and were instrumental in the employment of myself a s 
the Executive Director of the Forest County Conservation District & 
Planning Department. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Douglas E. Carlson, 
Executive Director FCCD85P Dept. 

Miiiliiii*; Address: 526 Elm Street, Box 4, Tionesta, PA 16353 
Oftlces locMted on Lighthouse Island at the foot of Highland Street 

Tel. 814.7.S5.3450/814.7.=>3.3560 F.ix R14.755.3960 



McKean County Planning Commission 
17137 Route 6 

Smethport, PA 16749 
Phone:(814)887-2348 
Fax:(814)887-3234 

April 15,2009 
David R. Layman, President 
JEMCOR 
68 Walnut Street 
P.O. Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Railroad 
STB Docket No. AB-551 (Sub-no. IX) 

Dear Mr. Layman: 

We are in receipt of the notification letter for the proposed abandonment of Knox and Kane 
Railroad Company rail line from MP 95.3 to MP 165.2, a distance of 69.9 miles. We understand 
that the line traverses portions of Clarion, Forest, Elk and McKean Counties in Pennsylvania. 

McKean County is very interested in the future of this rail corridor. The County 
Comprehensive Plan (December 2007), under the Transportation Strategy, states as a specific 
project, that a region-wide land bank program be established for retaining rail rights-of-way for 
priority and feasible future transportation uses, including rail-freight, passenger rail, or rail-trail. 
Under the Public Infrastructure Strategy the Plan states as a project, that trail systems and networks 
should be expanded and promoted locally and regionally as tourism destinations. Lastly, under the 
Economic Development Strategy, it is recommended to reactivate the tourist train from Kane to the 
Kinzua Bridge State Park. Although a lofty goal, it is recognized that this was a significant tourism 
asset for McKean County. 

We understand that the owner of the Knox and Kane line intends to take the proper steps to 
railbank the corridor. As long as the abandonment proceedings include a Notice of Interim Trail Use 
(NITU) in the Surface Transportation Board's decision, the action will be consistent with our County 
Comprehensive Plan. 

McKean County, partnering with Clarion, Forest and Elk Counties, is submitting a grant 
application to the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to provide funds for a rail 
trail feasibility study for the 69.9 mile corridor. The study will identify types of uses for the trail, 
ownership options, maintenance considerations, and opcration/'manageinenl scenarios. It will 
include a conceptual trail plan and implementation strategies. The application will be submitted by 
April 22, 2009. If grant funds are awarded the project will begin in early 2010 and be completed by 
June 2011. 



April 15,2009 
Page 2 

The corridor is also identified in the Regional Greenway Plan currently being prepared by 
North Central PA Regional Planning and Development Commission, with assistance of a consultant, 
for the counties of Cameron, Clearfield, Elk, Jefferson, McKean, and Potter. The preservation of 
this corridor is an opportunity to provide a new trail system, connecting four counties, which could 
increase tourism and have a positive economic impact on the entire region. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. If we may be of further 
assistance, please feel free to contact our office. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah L. Lunden, 
Director 
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March 17.2009 

Certified Mall 
Return ReceiDt Reouested 

USFishandWf ld f fo 
Permsytwania Tieid Offite 
315 South AliMt SIreet. SuHe 322 
State College, PA 16801-4850 

U.& RSH AND WILDUf^e SIERVICE 
Pennsylvania Field dnic i 

315 South Alien Street 6Uit( 322 
State College. Pennsylvania 16901-4050 
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Re: Proposed Abandonment of Knox and Kane Raflraad . 
Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk. McKean • CommonweaRh of Pennsylvania 
STB Docket No. A&551 f S u b ^ . 1X^ 

DearSMMadara* 

Ptease be advised thai the Khoa and K^ne Rajlroad Cornpany (KhoK and Kane) plans to request authority 
from Ihe Surfiace Transportation Board (STB) to abandon Ihe autject rail tne ftom MP 95.3 to ^ ^ 
dislance of 69.9 miles. The Knox and Kane line traverses portnns of ClarkMi, Forest Elk and McKean 
counties, PA A map of the proposed track abandonment is attached 

Puisuant to the STB's regulattons at 49 CFR Part 11S2 and 40 CFR Part 110&7. this correspondence is to 
sen« as nolilkafion of the proposed action and lo requeat your assistance in Meniiiying ariy potential effects 
of this action as may be applicaMB to your office as indicated tMtoMw. No adverse enMranmental impacts 
areanticipatsd. However, if you identify any adverse erivironmenlaliniipacts. a descsiptkNi of any actions 
that may be proposed in order to miiigato such impacts is required to lie included in the combined 
Environmental and Historic Report (ReporQwttlch win tMsubnritlBd to Ihe STB. Please provide a written 
response, as appllcatMe. that may be inctuded in the Report The rsquired noBflcetwns are as foltowe: 

• Penneyhraniq Strtp Clearinghouse: NotMicatkm only. 

• Pennsylvania tieoartmcnt of Environmental PretecBon: State whether the proposed action is oonsislent 
with appiicsbie Federal. State or tocal water quality standards, t^escrilie any incontislancies. 

• toeal andfar Reotonal Plannino Aoencies /County CommissianeisV Statewhetfiertheproposed actton 
is consistent with existing tend use plansL Describe any inconsistencies. 

e U.S..EnviBanniental Pretectton.AQBnev: State whether, permite under Sectton 403 of the Clean Water 
Act (33 U S L C . § 1342) are required far the proposed actioa 

• V .^ FHh eMI m a m Secvlce: State wtiether the proposed actton is dkely to adversely arbct 
endangered or thiaatenedspoctes or areas desigiMted aaa critical habitat smd if ao. describe the 

U.S. ArmvCoraaofgnoinaara: Stete(1)whelherpermitounderSectk)n404oriheClean Water Act(33 
U.S.C. § 1344) era required for the proposed actton and (2) whether any deeignated wetlands or 100-
year flood piaine will be affected. Describe any effects. 

Naitanai/SiaiBpaifcSenwces: Slate nvhetherwikilifle sanctuaries or refuges, Nattonal or State Parks or 
foreete wM be aftected. and describe any eflecte 

U.& Malufal Rusanrmn Cnnwptva«inn Swtyirw 
agricultural land. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
PITTSBURGH DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

WILUAM 8. MOORHEAD INDERAL BUILDING 
1000 UBERTY AVENUE 

PirrSBURGH, PA 15222-4168 

March 20,2009 

David R. Layman 
Johnstown Environmental Management Corporation 

68 Wabiut Street, P.O. Box 126 
Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

David R. Layman 
JEMCOR 

P.O. Box 126 
68 Wahiut Street 

Johnstown, PA 15907-0126 

Kevin Gabig, Project Manager 

We received your request on March 18,2009 and your project; Proposed Abandonment of 
Knox and Kane Railioad, Counties of Clarion, Forest, Elk, McKean, PA STB Docket No. 
AB-551 (Sub-na IX), has been assigned to Kevin Gabig, on the date of this letter. Kevin can 
be contacted at (412) 395-7248 or via e-mail at: 

Kevin.E.Gabie@usace.armv.mil 

Your Corps of Engineers File number is 2009-658. Please contact Kevin with any questions and 
reference this file number in all correspondence with our ofHce conceming this site. 

Sincerely, 

Scott A. Hans 
Chief Regulatoiy Branch 
Pittsburgh District US ACE 

© 

mailto:Kevin.E.Gabie@usace.armv.mil


Attachment 4 

Photographs 
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Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties, Pennsylvania 



Exterior view of the Marienville 
Station 

Interior view of the Marienville 
Station 

View of area smrounding the 
Marienville Station 
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Rail Abandonment 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 
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Exterior view of the Knox and Kane 
Raihroad OfQce Building 
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interior view of the Knox and Kane 
Railroad Ofiice Building 

View of the area surrounding the 
Knox and Kane Railroad Office 
Building 
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Rail Abandonment 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 



Exterior view of the Marienville 
Roundhouse 

Interior view of the Marienville 
Roundhouse 

View of area surrounding the 
Marienville Roundhouse 
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Rail Almqdonment 
Knox & Kane Raiboad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 



Exterior view of the Lucinda 
Station 

Interior view of the Lucinda 
Station 

View of area surrounding the 
Lucinda Station 

Rail Abaadonment 
Knox & Kane Railroad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 



Rail Abandonment 
Knox & Kane Raihoad. 
McKean, Elk, Forest and Clarion 
Counties. Pennsvlvania 


