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VIA FACSIMILE AND FEDERAL EXPRESS

Mr. Vernon A. Williams ﬂ? )
Secretary o (I/L/ 8(/
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W., Room 700
Washington, DC 20006

Re:  Finance Docket No. 33877
Illinois Central Railroad Company -- Construction and
Operation Exemption — In East Baton Rouge Parish, LA

Dear Secretary Williams:

We represent Illinois Central Railroad Company (“IC”), the Petitioner in the
above-captioned rail line construction proceeding.

By letter dated January 17, 2002, I advised the Board that IC had reached an
agreement with the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development (“DOTD”)
regarding operation of the proposed at-grade crossing where IC’s rail line would cross U.S.
Highway 61 in East Baton Rouge Parish. I indicated that IC expected DOTD to formally issue a
permit for the crossing shortly.

Attached is a copy of Permit No. 150979 issued January 18, 2002, by DOTD for
the proposed crossing (the attached copy does not include the detailed engineering plans attached
to the Permit.) The agreement reached last week between the parties pertaining to operation of
the crossing--the subject of my letter of January 17, 2002, to the Board--is an attachment to the
Permit.

Although it would be procedurally unusual, and was not included in the
recommendations of the Board’s Section of Environmental Analysis nor requested by the
DOTD, if the Board deems it necessary, IC has no objection to the Board making the terms of
IC’s agreement with DOTD‘ a condition to. issuance of exemption authority for construction of
the proposed line.

ENTERED
Dtfes of the Socretary

AN 29 2002
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Ten copies of this letter are enclosed for filing along with this original. I certify
that a copy of this letter has been served on all parties to this proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

2

William C. Sippel
Attorney for Illinois Central
Railroad Company

-
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DOTD 03:41.0652
REV. 07/83

Four {4) copies of the application sre raguired
Four {4) copies of the sketch or STATE OF LOUISIANA

print are required with each applicati DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AND DEVELOPMENT Serial No. .._ 1504979

DRIVEWAY PERMIT
DISTRICT APPROVAL ’ (Required by State Law)

Contral _ Unit

By Date

WHEREAS WMMMMM
lams of Applican

permission and authority to construct {(a driveway(s)} described as follows:

A railroad crossing at grade of K

2
. hereinafter termed the applicant, requests

on the right of way of State Highway Number _{,.8§, 61 — i”Eﬂ-&t—-ﬁ&Eﬁn—Rﬂng——— Parish, adjacent to his

property located on the east fyest side of the Highway g3 miles —southoo——

from

for the purpose of entering a L1 Residence, L1 Gas Station,

State’ Highway Junction, in addition to any other easlly point I availabls

O Store, Jg Other.

Description
The following is additional information regarding the requested driveway(s):

- 1.Frontage of lotalong highway __________ fest,

- 2. Depthoflot . feet :

. 3. Number of driveways requested ______, . and width of driveways foet.
4, Distance from center line of highway to iirbperty line__._______ fest

5. The present, surfacmg of the highway is.
6. The sun‘acmg of the proposed driveways is to be
7. Setback from right of way line to (A) Buildings'

The provisions of this application are hereby agreed to " SIGNED: - i

. A, Skn\s‘fng ..-m %t Engr.

and accepted this day of ‘ . o

) e
.19 — AN
* Amount of guarantee deposit accompanying this e City or Town, s“"“’,z‘”
601-9141665. i

application: . . - . Telephane Na.

oy,

NOTE "l’hls permnt sha!l be available at the site where and when work is being done.

A.pplicant nust notify Distriet Permit specialist, Phone Number: Callins ‘Lingry,
(225) 2314130, prioxr to beginning work and aﬂ:er work 13 completed.

T : ) ) : : ' i ™
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Date Igsued: Jamn#ty 18, 2002

Date Expired: July 18, 2002
_ CHIEF MAINT. & oPERs. Enoigeer 14

o BY:
| 4 RIGHT BFTAY PERMITS ENGINERY
Construction shall be subject to the'following,restrictions




©

FIRST: That applicant is the owner of the property and that any driveway or approach constructed by him is for the bona
. fide purpose of securing access to his property and not for the purpose of parking or servicing vehicles on the highway right

of way.

SECOND: That all driveways, approaches or other improvements on the right of way, giter having been constructed, shall
st all times be subject to inspection and the right is reserved to require such changes, additions, repairs and relocations to
be made as may at any time be considered necessary to permit the relocation, reconstruetion, widening amd maintaining of
the highway and/or to provide proper and safe protection tolife and property on or adjacent to the highway; that the cost of
making such changes, additions, repairs and relocations shall be borne by the applicant.

THIRD: That no driveway, approach or other improvement constructed on the right of way as an exercise of this permit
shall be relocated or its dimensions sltered without the written permission of the Permits Engineer,

FOURTH: That the applicant agrees to hold harmless the Department and its duly appointed agents and employees against
any action for personal injury or property damage sustained by reason of the exercise of this permit, whether or not the
same may have been caused by the negligence of the Department, its agents or employess, provided, however, that the .
provisions of this last clause (whether or not the same may have been caused by the negligence of the Department, its
agents or employees) shall not apply to any personal injury or property damage caused by the sole negligence of the
Department, its agents or employees, unless such sole negligence shall consist or shall have consisted entirely and only of
negligence in the granting of a driveway permit or driveway permits.

FIFTH: The location, design and construetion of the driveway or dmfeways descnbed above shall bein accordance wﬂ:h the

:toliowmg rules and regulations:

{a) Thu frontage of any parcel of property edincent to a public
highway shall be connidered o be confined between lines drawn from the
intersection of'the property lines with the right of way lines of the
highway to the rosdwsy surface or to the curbing, if any, &nd
perpendicular to the axis of the highway; or if the axia is B curve, to the
center of eurvature; or a combination of the two. Those lines ghall be
known as donndarios.

{b) Generally no more than two (2) corabined entrances and/orexits
shall be allowed any parcel of property the Irontage of which is leas than
two hundred (200) feet. Additional entrances or-exita for parcels of
property hnvmg a frontage in axcess of two hundred (200) feet shall be
permitted only after showing of actual convenience and necessity, When
frontage is fifty (50) feet or Jess, only one (1) combined entrance und exit
ghall be permitted. On ¢ lane divided highwaya consideration will be
given to additional entrance drivewnya provided only ong exit driveway
is o he constructed.

{c) The width of entrance and/or exit driveways shell be messured
atright engles to the drivewry. The maximum width driveway permitted
for a residence shall be thirty (30) feet. The width of driveways for

. commercial entablishments shall be governed by the angle at which the
driveway. intersects the highway. When the angle of intarsection is
betwaen forty-five (45) degrees and sixty (60) degrees the maximum
width shall bé thirty (30) fect. When the angle of intersaction {s between
sixty-one{61) degressand ninety (90) degrees, the maximum width shall
be thirty-five (35) feet The aren betwdon driveways and on elther side of
the driveways shall remain unimproved for vehicular travel or parking.
Thisarex shall ba congidered as restricted and may be filled obly a8
hereinafter provided.

{d) The permissible redif on driveway returns ahall be gaverned by
the type'of drivewsyto be constructed and shall be aeshownen sketchen
in STANDARD PLANS FOR DRIVEWAYS.

(e The distance between the Inner edges of entrance and exit shall
benotless than ten (10} feet where they intersect either the right of way
line orthe md surface,

(f) No'entranee or exit shall beso conatructed that any part of such
enlranca or exit ishall be less than five (5) {eet from the boundarles, as
deflned above.

{2)The grade of entrance and exit shall slope downward away from
the road surfaceat arate of notless than onequarter (1/4) ineh in one (1)
foot or not more than one (1] $nch per foot Tor a dietance of not less than
ten {10) feet; provided that when curbing or curb-and gutter js removed
the entrance any exit shall be constructed of concrete snd the grade of
entranice £nd exit shall conform to the grade of aldewslks, If any, and o

neat junctivn between the apron of the entyence mnd exit and the
sidewalk shall be made. The curbing shell be returned into the entrance
and) n;xlt on & radina nfnot {ess than three (3) feet nor more than fifteen
(16) fent. .

{h) The canstmctlun ol perking areas on the highway right of wuyls
specifically prohibjted. Those places of business requiring psrkmg space
for thelr customers shall provide snme of thelr own premiges.

(i) No driveway# parallel to the highway shall be conatrieted on the
right of way in front of gasoline pumnps or other structures requiring an
ontside drive, Such pumps and structures are to be loeated a minimum
diatance of ten (10) feat from the right of way line In order that the
outside drive shall not encroach on the right of way. (A fifteen {15) foot
setback i recommended.)

(G} Drainage in highway side ditches shall not be altered or impeded
and the applicant must provide, at his expense, suitable and approved
drainage structures at entrances and exita,

(k) The same material may be used for driveways that Is used to
surface the premicea unlesg the charactor of traific or adjacent
Improvaments require concrete.

{) All entrances and exits shall be o located that vehicles
aspproaching orusing them will be nble to obtain adequate sight distance
in both directions along the highway in order to mansuver safely and
without interfering with traffic.

{m) No entrance or exit at the intersection of two state highways
shall be within the sres between lines drawn perpendicularto the conter
line, or axis, of the highway from points on the right of way lines &
distance of twenty-five (26) feet from the Intorsection of said right of
way lines; provided that this distance may be reduced at t}ie discretion af
the Permits Engineer to {ifteen (16) feet in the case of  highway
lntemetmg 8 dtreet; further provided: that no part of sny entranice or
exit be within the radius of any Intersecting highway or atreet; further
provided that et Intersections where sdditional right of way haﬂ been
secured for the highway back of tho prolongation of the normal right of
way linee in order to provide for the channelization of traific, or more
udequate aight distance, no part of any entrunce or exit shall be
permitted to encromch on such additional right of way. The ereas
described above shall be considered as restricted and may be filled only
sa hereinafter provided.

{n) No entrance or exit st or near a highway intersection where one
or both of the highways has a medla} divider or neutral ground, at
croasings in espirnade, at bridgena or other points of apeciol hazard shall
be 8o located that any part of such am.mncu or exit shall be within the
following restricted arens:



1. Those portions of the right of way shown . eatricted BTESH 0N the
Depsrtment's standard drawings of appronches and restricted areas
which are published in pamphlet form and bscome B port of thiz
permit ss required.

2. Those portions of the right of way that, because of thelr proximity to
special traffic facilities, any entrance or exit eonstructed thereon
would, in the opinlon of the Permits Engineer, constitute an undue
deley and confusion.

{a) The aros between entrance and exit, and those portions.ef the
right of way which have been defined hereinabove ag restricted aress,
may be filled in only when the following requirements have been fully
complied with:

1. That surface drainage shall be provided so that all surface wator on

- the fillad in araas shall be carried away from the highway roadbed in &
suitable manner. The drainage opening underneath the filled in aran
shall be adéquate to carry the water In the highway side ditches,

2, 'That permanent provision is made Lo separata the filled in area from
the highway snd from the driveways to prevent lts use for entrance or
exit, or for parking, by the construction of a six (6) inch vertical face
concrete curb and gutter, or the erection of steel, concrete o
cracsoted timber posts, thirty (30) inches high and spaced with a
muximum spacing of {ive (5) fast center to center. Curb or posts ghall
nat be placed closerthan ten (10} feat nor further than twelve{12) feet
from the outaide adge of the highway payament or surfacing. These
pusts ere to be painted white.

(p} Data relative to the proposed location, relocation, design and
construction of driveways aa insy be required by the Permits Enginear

. shall be furnished by the applicant free of coat. The applcant shall make
any and all changes or additlons necessary to make tpe proposed
drivewsys or npproaches satisfactory to the Permits Engineer.

{q) A guarantee depoait, in the amount shown in the schedule of
deposits:printed belaw, in the form of & corporation check, certifled

Connuuml} .
rated vehicle capacity of the theatre. The total storage nree inside and
outside of the ticket office shall be the equivalent of 30% of tha rated
vehicle capacity of the theatre. The parking or atorage of vehicles on
the highway, or within the limits of the highway right of way will not
he permitted.

4. Theentrance and exit shall ba clearly dofined by signa installed off the
highway right of way.

5. Manual control, either by deputized officers on the highwsy or by
theatrs personnel off the highway, shall be used at the exlits o
regulate traffic when the theatre is emptying. Undue delay to through
traffie on the highway will not be permitted. When deemed hecessary
by the Department the spplicent shall install, operate and meintain 2
traffic signal as directad by the Department.

LIMITED ACCESS HIGHWAYS
On those highways which have been designated as limited access
highwaye or  slong which service roads have been eonstructed,

drivewaye will be permittid to connect only to the service roads and not
1o the main traveled highways.

check, cashier's check «

_oney order shall accompany the application

{or permit, Thie deposit is to insure the matisfactory completion of the
work ruthorized by the granting of the application for permit which (v
accompanles and will be refunded upon receipt of notice from the
District Administzator that the work has been satiafactorily completed.
Failure to comply with the terms of the permit will result In forfeiture of
the deposit, which sald forfeiture however shall not be made untl{ sajd
applicant has been given thirty days notice by certified mail at his last
known address to comply with the terms of the permit Guarantae
deposits shall also be jorfelied to the Department if the terms of the
permit remain unsatisfactory or the deposit hes not been claimed after
the elapse of five (5) years from the date of I5suance of the permit. The.
forfeiture of said deposit shall In po way relieve the applicant from any
other claim for damages and costs suffered by the Depariment due to hia
failure to comply with said permit, All funds forfeited shell be deposited
In the state genersl fund.

(1) That, signing for warning and protection of treffle in instances

where excavations are made in the ghoulder of the rondway, or in the
roadway surfacing, or where workmen, equipment or materials are In
close proximity to the roedway surdacing, shall be in accordance with
requiremants contalned in the Department's Manual on Uniform Traffic
Control Devices,

1.

. DRIVEIN THEATRE ENTRANCES !
Al applications for entrance and exit facilities to drive-in theatres, as
well as to any other enterprise which genaratos s hesvy coneentration
of traffic, shall be accompanied by » plan drawing snd an aren sketch
deawn to scale.

, The positicn of the screen is o be such that the picture is not vigible

from the main highway.

. The ticket office Is to be located so as to provide a etorage area

between it and the right of way Jine for an equivalent of 15% of the
{Continued)

SCHEDULE OF DEPOSITS
For one or more driveways:

A. When gurfacing ia dirt, gravel, shell, ete, and no area other than

driveways ls to be filled.
1. Residential
2, Commercial

pipe to be installed.

............................................ yeerenr- None
: 0.50 eents per linear foot of drainage

B. When surfacing Is dirt, gravel, shell, etc, and aren other than

drivaways is to be filled.
1. All 0.50 eenis per linear foot of drainage pipe to be

. installed plus $25.00 per surface drain, catch basin or junetion box.

C W)::]:; surfacing ls concrete or othor type of hard surfacing.
L

—— . 5200 per square yard of surfacing to be
constructed on highway right of way, When curb or curb and
gutier Is removed the required deposit shall be $2.00 per Mnear foot
of curb to be removed or $2.00 per square yard of concrete to be
congtructed on highway right of way, whichever [a preater.

A sketch Is required on each copy of the application
No permlit will be {ssued without the required aketeh.




PPLEMENT TO DRIVEWAY PERMIT
BY ICRR DATED OCTOBER 19, 20007

CROSS US &1 IN EAST BATON ROUGE PARISH, LOUISIANA

The crossing by |Ili;{c§i§ Central Railroad (“ICRR”) of US é1 allowed by the
permit shall be an af grade crossing opproximately 1,400 feet south of Thomas
Roadin Ecéf Baton Rouge Parish and as set forth in the plans dated June 15, 2001.

| 2.

ICRR and any other carrier properly authorized by ICRR will coﬁﬁne its
operoﬁons over the crossing to the period between 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. daily
and, except in emergencies, o avoid operations over the crossihg during the peak
highway traffic times being between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m., and between 3:30
| p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.

3.

The Department of Transportation and Development (“DOTD”)
acknowledges and understands that ICRR’s compliance wffh its common carrier
obligations may, from time to time, require operations over the crossing inconsistent
with those fimes set forth hereinabove.

4.

ICRR agrees to meet ifs obligations without having to operate over the

crossing during the peak fraffic times set forth above. However, in the event it

~ should becorme necessary for ICRR fo cross at the permit location during the peak

Page 1 of 3 IC6IDV




fraffic hours, or for any planned crossing other than during the fime limitations sef
forth herein (other than an unforeseen, isolated occurrence not within the peak
traffic hours), ICRR shall request, in writing, a waiver for a specific period of fime,
giving the reasons therefore, and will coordinaie its operations with local law
enforcement officials and DOTD, dr DOTD’s designee.
5.

ICRR agrees to maintain data concerning date, time, and duration of

crossings by trains at the permit location and ICRR will use reasonable efforts fo

collect data concerning vehicular traffic volume on US 61 at the permit location.

' The data collected will be solely for the purposes of the Federal Railroad Safety

Program and will be considered by ICRR and DOTD as protected by 23 USC §409
from disclosure fo any third person. ICRR will submit the data coliected annually to
DOTD along with dny increases in rail traffic it reasonably predicts to occur within
the five years following the date of the report. DOTD will evaluate the report and

discuss same with ICRR to determine if it is reasonably anticipated that future usage

of the crossing may meet the guidelines of the United States Department of

Transportation (as published by the Technical Working Group of the USDOT) so as to
consider whether the guidelines may require a grade separated crossing at the
permit location within the next fen years taking into account the limited hours of

operation and vehicular traffic at the times of crossing.
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6. |

At such fime as the crossing mlghf meet within ten vears th guidelines of the
u nn‘ed States Department of Trcnsporta’aon (cs publtshad by TheTachmcql Working
Group of the USDOT) for determining when a highway rail grude,crossmg should be
considered for grade separation, ICRR and DATD shall meef ip review the dala
and explore the feasibility of and funding optians for conf,%i'rucﬁng a groczle
separated crossing. Before determining that canstruction of a grade separated
crossing is waranted, the parties shall explore whether chcnges.: inrail operations or -
other practicable changes could be made. that would make construction of a
grade sepcrated crossing unnecessary.

THUS AGREED on the dates wﬂften hereinbelow.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND
‘DEVELOPMENT, OFFICE (I)F HIGHWAYS

by WIS

William Temple, (thief Engineer

Date:__/-/7 | 2002

ILLINOIS CEINTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY

‘Date: A-17 2002
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