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‘ December 19, 2001 on o
Surface Transportation Board :
. Ofﬁce of the Secretary = S
Case ‘Control Unit ‘ .
1925 K Street, NW SR -
~ Washington, D.C. 20423 0001 - .

*

;'\: Dear Secretary T

It is wrth some -concern that we write on behalf of a group of mterested cifizens to mform the Board of
problems which we believe w111 result from the reactivation of the frelght rail lme by Union Pa01ﬁc
Railroad along the 900 South corridor on the west s1de of Salt Lake Clty
"~ Over 25 eommumty orgamzattons have worked for four years to create a two-aére natural area and urban -
_ tree house for and with the children of the Glendale/Poplar Grove area. The- stte ison Fremont Ave. on'the -
; east bank of the J ordan River just south of Jordan' Park ' . . .
The Bend—m-the-Rlver Partnership includes local. government schools colleges, nelghbors, and nom- proﬁt o
Organizations. Children have worked with adults to plarit over $11,000 worth of native trees and shrubs, =~ . .
‘have watered those plantings regularly, and aré slowly i improving the two acre site to ‘enable classes from .
Parkview,.Riley, Glendale, and other area schools. to use the site as an environmental learning ‘center. -
Classes use the area dally durmg the spnng and fall and somewhatless ﬁ'equently at other times of the year.
In addltlon, the Bend-m—:the—Rtver recently received s1gnﬂicant recogmtxon as-a. successful urban” .
greenspace. ‘The Salt Lake Organizing Cotamittee for the 2002 Winter Olympics funded a largé plantmg in -
‘October, and_over 75 community members worked together to plant 100.native plants and shrubs. The > - S
} Bend-m—the-Rtver - project quahﬁed for this fundmg through SLOC s 1mtlat1ve to promofe urban forestry . '

. The wabxhty of thls sxte, and our collectlve work, denves 1t’s sustamabxhty through access to the site from -
" the nearby residents and the children mentioned above. The Bend-in-the-River is located 2 biocks south of
the-proposed” Union' Pacifi¢ rail line, and “many of the site users reside north of 900 South, Weé are

-concerned that the rail line re-acuvatlon proposal would adversely affect th1s access and asa result damage S
the success of 'our projes t mf,anoy oo e ) PR

S
The members of the Executlve Comm1ttee of the Bend-m-the-Rwer Parmershlp request that you consrder
- these 1ssues as you make your decisions regardmg thi$ matter.. o . T S

lSmcerely, o ) . } ) S
IreneFrsher s LT oo
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