February 2, 2006

Honorable Vernon A. Williams 
Secretary

Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20423
Re:  STB Ex Parte No. 647 Notice if Intent to Intervene

Dear Secretary Williams:

The Washington State Utilities and Transportation Commission intends to participate in STB Ex Parte No. 647, Class Exemption for Expedited Abandonment Procedure for Class II and Class III Railroads.  Please add us to the file as a party of record.
We will submit our comments regarding the rulemaking at a later date.

The contact person for the Washington State Utilities and Transportation Commission is:

Chris Rose, Director, Policy Office
Washington State Utilities and Transportation Commission

PO Box 47250

Olympia, WA  98504-7250

360-664-1206
crose@wutc.wa.gov
If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Rose.

Sincerely,

_________________________

JONATHAN C. THOMPSON
Assistant Attorney General
Counsel for Washington Utilities 

& Transportation Commission 
