SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
SIDNEY.STRICKLAND@S TRICKLANDPLLC.COM

December 26, 2006
Vernon A. Williams, Secretary o ”._'7"} IRREY o
Surface Transportation Board wLLE
Case Control Unit, Suite 713 e
1925 K Street, N.W. / § 45 /

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Shb. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Secretary Williams:
Enclosed please find an original and 10 copies of the Verified Notice of
Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152.50 for filing with the Board in the above-referenced

matter.

Also enclosed is a check in the amount of $3,100.00 for the'ﬁling fee.
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

" BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --

L
e

ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- . DOCKET NO.AB %
IN BELTRAMI COUNTY, MN - (SUB. NO. 446X)

* VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.FR. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Menk Drive

P.O. Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR
ELIZABETHE. WAITE .
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
- 3050 K Street, N.W., : '
‘Suite 101 " :
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325 '

Attorneys‘ [()f BNSF Railway 'Companv

- DATE FILED: December 26, 2006
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY —
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION — DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN BELTRAMI COUNTY, MN  (SUB. NO. 446X)

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
UNDER 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY (BNSF) (“Applicant™) files this Verified Notice
of Exemption under 49 C.F.R. 1152 Subpart F- Exempt Abandonmeﬁts
(49. C.F.R. 1152.50) for BNSF to abandon a rail line that extends between Milepost 90.87
and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and
Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County, Minnesota (the “Line™), a total
distance of 5.29 miles. |

The Line is depicted in a map that is attached to this Notice as Appendix 1.

Responses to 49 C.E.R. § 1152.50(d)(2):

I. Proposed consummation date for the abandonment.
The propdsed consummation date of this abandonment will be at least 50 days
from the filing date of December 26, 2006, which is February 15, 2007.
. Certification required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b) |
The required certification is attached hereto as Appendix 2.
. Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152 22(aj(1-4), (7) aﬁd (8) and (e} (4).

(a) General

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X}
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(a) General

(M

(2)

(3)

)

(D

®)

Exact name of Applicant.
BNSF Railway Company (BNSF).

Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad s*ubject to 49
US.C. Subtitle 1V, Chapter 105.

Applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49 U.S.C.
Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

Relief sought (abandonment of line or discontinuance of service).
BNSF seeks to use the class exemption frém Surface
Transportation Board appfoval authorizing the abandoﬁment of the

Beltrami County Line speéiﬁed above.

~ Detailed map of the subject line.

See Appendix 1.

Name, title and address of representative of applicant to wh()m
correspondence should be sent:

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

- Sidney Strickland And

Associates, PLLC
3050 K Street, N.W.

- Suite 101

Washington, DC 26007
(202) 338-1325

Attorney for BNSF
List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line
traverses. '

The Line traverses United States Postal Service Zip Code 56601.

4 " STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



(e)X(4) Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are
suitable for other public purposes, including roads or highways,
other forms of mass transportation, conservation, energy
production or transmission or recreation. If the applicant is aware
of any restriction on the title to the property, including any
reversionary interest, which would affect the transfer of title or the
use of property for other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed.
The properties of the proposed abandonment appear to be
appropriate for other public purposes. Based on information in our
possession, there are no federally granted rights-of-way within the
corridor. Any documentation in the railroad's possession will be

" made available promptly to those requesting it.
IV.  Level of Labor Protection.

The interests of railroad employees who may be adversely affected by the

~ proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor
protective conditions set forth in Oregon Short Line RR Co. -

Abandonment - Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

V. (L‘erliﬁcation that Applicants have complied with the notice requirements of 49
C.FR $§115250(d)(1) and 1105.11.

The required certifications are set forth in Appendix 3 to this Notice of

Exemption.

VI.  Environmental and Historic Reports.

A combined Environmental and Historic Report is attached to this

Notice of Exemption as Appendix 4.

5 STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



Reépectfﬁlly submitted,

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY -
2650 Lou Menk Drive .

P.O. Box 96157 _

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

B/ygaﬁNm SIRICKLAND JR/ /
—ELIZABETHE. WAITE ~ //

'SIDNEY STRICKLAND ANIS ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, N.W., |
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007
(202) 338-1325

Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATE FILED: December 26, 2006
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APPENDIX 1

Detailed Map of the Line
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APPENDIX 2

Certification Required in 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b)



.

VERIF ICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

L Richard A. Batie, being duly sworn depose and state that, as Manager, Network
Development in the Network Development department of the BNSF Railway Company
(“BNSF”),  am authori.zed to make this verification, and that I have read the foregoing Notice of
Exemption and know the facts asserted therein. are true and accurate as stated to the best of my
knowlédge, information, and belief.

In acccl)rdance with 49 CF.R.§ 1152.50(b), I hereby certify that, with respect to the line
which is the subject of the Notice of Exemption filed in Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 446X), no
local traffic has moved on the line for at least two (2) years prior to the date hereof. Also, there is
no overhead traffic handled on the Line to be rerouted. Further, no formél complaint filed by a
us:.er of rail service on the Line (or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such
user) regarding cessation of service over the Line either is pending with the Surface
4Transportation Boatd or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant
within the two-year period. -

The foregoing certification is made on behalf of BNSF bj the undersigned after due and
careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the knowledge,
information, and belief of the undersighed |

-
(e 8 Q. By

Richard A. Batie
Manager, Network Development

Subscribed and sworn to
before me the /4 day of _{).2%. . 2006.
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 APPENDIX 3

| Certifications that Applicant Has Complied with the Notice
Requirements of 49 C.F.R. 1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.1 1



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), the undersigned héreby certifies that notice
of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) was mailed via first
class mail on December 14, 2006 to the following parties:

Minnesota'Public Utilities Commission =
121 7th Place E., Suite 350 -
Saint Paul, MN 55101-2147

- U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Recreational Resources Assistance Division
1849 C Street, NW
‘Washington D.C. 20240-0001

Robert J. Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Dated December 26, 2006

Military Traffic Management Control
Attn: Railroads for National Defense .
720 Thimble Shoals Boulevard, #130
Newport News, VA 23606-2574

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service

4" Floor N.W., Yates Building
201 14" Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

— LI7 TN

/ Sidney L. Strickiand, Jr.// ‘



- CERTIF .ICATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH THE NEWSPAPER
PUBLICATION REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12

The undersigned certifies that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon Rail Service” was
published in the form prescribed by the Board for out of service abandonment |
ex.emptioné. The notice was publishé;l one time in the folvlowi,ng newspaper of general

_circulation in Beltrami County, Minnesota: The Bemtc{/t Pioneer. Publication of the |
notice was accomplished on December 19, 2006. An Affidavit of Publication and a copy

of the publication are attached.

/{d.ne/y L btrlckldnd Jr T

idney Strickland and Assocnates .C
3050 K Street, NW -
Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007

Phone: (202) 338-1325
Fax: (202) 672-5399

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)
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XVI{¢30 PUBLIC NOTICE ~ Atfidavit of Publication  Sapl. 4, 1984 {replaces XV1(+28) ' The Plonear, Bemidji

3

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of Minnesota, .
‘ Couniy of Bultrami - s

DENNIS DOEDEN, bging duly sworn, on path says that he ls the Publisher of the -
Newspapar known as THE PIONEER, and has full knowledge of the facts which ara
stated below: )

{A) The nawspaper has complied with all of the requiraments constituting qualifica-
tions as a qualified newspaper, g5 provided by Minnascla Statute 331A.02, 3314.07,
and other applicable laws, as amended.

(B) The printed Sidney Strickland & Associates, PLLC/Notice of Intent
STBDOCKet AB-6 . .o which Is attached was cut from the

columns of said newspaper, and was printed and published once each day, tor

One .. ... successive days; it was lirst pubilshed
on Tuesday ... the 197 .. day or December 2006
3z é and was thersalter printed and publishad on every .1desday
vl o and Inctuding .. Tuesday Cthe 19" . dayot DEC.. .. 2006 .

Ay

and printed below is a copy of the lower case alphabet from A to Z, both inclusive,
which Is hereby acknowiadged as balng the size and kind of type used in the composl-

i

Ylon and publication of the notica:

TITLE: Publisher
19'“ day of ...D€C:

Subsgribed and swom&&elore meonthis ... A4 ... day of A0,

Kf&fﬁ& e R B
RATE INFORMATION
{1) Lowest classiliod rate paidby -~ . $ 841
commescial users lor comparable space
. {2} Maximum rate allowed by law for the 3 84l
above malter
(3) Rate aclually charged for the above s 491

malter

Rate information Is based on the cosl of ans lower case alphabet,

W HNSRTPNGE A i
MARY K. DUFAULT
NOYARY PUBUC MINNESOTA

My Camm. Exp. Jan, 3, 2008
RO PRE NN A WEANLIPPAN
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CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 49 C.F.R.1105.7(c) and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company {“BNSF”), by and through its authorized representative, Sidney L.
Strickland, Jr., certifies that on December 4, 2006, BNSF sent copies of the foregoing
Environmental and Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies:

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.-W.
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

Alan R. Felix, City Attorney
City Hall

317 4™ Street NW

Bemidji, Minnesota 56601-3116

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice
Coordinator

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1854

Robert J. Whiting

U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1683

Steve Colvin

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road '

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

~ Robert J. Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Tyler C. Koos, Assistant Engineer -
Beltrami County Highway Department
2491 Adams Ave. NW '
Bemidji, MN 56601

Patrick G. Carroll

Big River Region

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1 Federal Drive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Marcia Sieckman

U.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

626 E. Wisconsin Ave.

Suite 200

Milwaukee, W1 53202-4617

Kenneth Westlake, Chief

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode: B-19)

Chicago, 1. 60604

Ms. Britta L.. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society

345 W. Kellogg Blvd.

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906



Beltrami County Board of Commissioners Lawrence Zdon

619 Beltrami Avenue, NW ' Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

County Courthouse ' ' 520 Lafayette Road N.

Bemidji, MN 56601-3066 St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources . National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
520 Lafayette Road North National Geodetic Survey

Saint Paul, MN 55155 , 1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherbume Avenue '

St. Paul, MN 55155

The required cover letters (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attached hereto. BNSF has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in prepiring the reports.

Sidney trickland, Jr.
Si Strickland and Associates, PLL

3050 K St. N.W.,
Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007

[
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Environmental and Historic Reports



- BEFORE THE ’
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

- BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY - - . : ST
ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -- DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN BELTRAMI COUNTY, MN (SUB. NO. 446X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY
2650 Lou Ménk Drive

P.O. Box 96157

Fort Worth, TX 76161-0057

By: SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
ELIZABETH E. WAITE o

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES
3050 K Street, NW.,

Suite 101 '

Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325

Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company

DATED: December 4, 2006

STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)
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‘BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

BNSF RAILWAY COMPANY --
' ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION — ~ DOCKET NO. AB-6
IN BELTRAMI COUNTY,MN (SUB. NO. 446X)

ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORTS
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 AND 49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Pursuant to 49 CF.R. § 1-1 05.7and § 1 ],65.8, BN‘SF Railway Company ( BN)SF)
(referfed to as “Applicant”) hereby files Environm;:ntal. and Historic Reports. These
Reports constitute Applicant’s assessment of the environmental effects and historic effects
of abandonment of rail servige on the involved rail line. Persons who review these
Reports are émitled to provide comments to the s&:rfhce Transportation Board (STB), |
Séction of Environmental A'nalysi.é ‘(SEA),_ 1925 K Street, N.W., Suite 500, Washington,
DC 20423. There is inform.a"tion in the Applicant’s files to indicate that the rail line |
covereéd by these Reports does not contain any fedéral]y grapted rights-of-way. See 49

'C.F.R. § 1152.60(d). These Reports have been preparfzd in conjunction with the
prospective filing of a Notice of Exemption for abandonm@nt of the involved rail line.
STB regulations provide that the Notice of Exemption cannot be filed until at least 20

days after these Reports are submitted.

2 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



I
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7)

The following information is submitted to the STB by BNSF in accordance with

the Board's reporting requirements as set forth in 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 for the purpose of

assisting the Board's preparation of an environmental document regarding BNSF's Notice

of Exemption seeking authority to abandon 5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost

90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile depot spur between Milepost 94.78

and Milepost 93.77, near Benriidji in Beltrami County, Minnesota (the “Line™).

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives: Describe the proposed action, including

commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action.
Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project.

BNSF seeks to eltbandon this line. There has been no rail tréfﬁ¢ on this
line for several years. The track materials were removed in 2001. The right of
way has been scﬂd but easements for rail Ioperations remain '11,'1 placé throughout
the corridor.‘ The souther]y pdrtion of the line has been converted iqlo a
recreational trail. The northern ﬁonion of the right of’way is proposed for
commercial developmeﬁt due to its scenic lakeside location. There are two
bridges on the corridor. The bridge over State Highway 197 was replaced with a
trail bridge. - The bridge between Lake Bemidji and Lake Irving will be left intact
and used as p;'m of a recreational trail. A map of the Line is attached as Exhibit A.

BNSF has coﬁesponded with the Minnesota Department of Transportation
(“Mn/DOT™) régardling the state of this lin;. Mn/DOT stated that the “State of

Minnesota wants.to make this oversight a matter of record in the spirit that future

3 STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) .



oversights will not occur as it compromises the Minnesota Department of
- Transportation’s ability to rail bank corridors determined to be valuable for future
transportation use... We look forward to éooperating with the BNSF Railway Co.
in the future and continue our partnerships with your organization for our mutual
successes.” See Exhibit B, Robert R. Rickert, State Rail Bank Program Manager,
Minnesota Department of Transportation.

| BNSF also addressed the matter with the State Qt’ Minnesota via a
telephone call to Robert _R.ick'crt from Richard Batie, Man.éger, Network
Development, BNSF. During that call, Mr. Batie discussed the matter with Mr.
Rickert of the Minnesota State Rail Bank Program. That discussion is
summarized in an email from Mr. Batie to BNSF personnel: “The traii system
includes the Paul Bunyon Trail in northern Minnesota. .. Although the State of
Minnesota has re-routed the Paul Bunyan Trail around part of the Bemidji,
Minnesota Trackage that was sold by BN’SF, the state wants to take steps to insp:e
that it has the opbonunity to railbank lines that BNSF files for abandonment in the
future where the corridor would be eligible for inclusion in the state rail ban.k‘
program. Railbanking is permissive on the part of the aban.d(ming railroad.
However, Although this new procedure does not guarantee that any line ﬁled for
abandonment by BNSF may automatically be railbanked (as raitbanking is
permissive on the part of the abandoning railroad), any governmental agency
including the State of Minnesota may file an NITU on any line that BNSF files
for abandonment. BNSF will consider each NITU when determining the |

disposition of the right of way.” See Exhibit C electronic correspondence from

4 : STA Docket AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



Rich Batie, Manager, Network Development, BNSF Railway Company.

| BNSF has recently established procedures to insure that the sale of active
right of way does not take place until after a line is abandoned. The establishment
of this procedure should allow any governmental agency the ability to file an
NITU or Notice of Interim Trail Use to acquire a corridor filed for abandonment
and include the corridor in trail systems.

The proposed abandonment would likely have included the removal of the
rails and ties, including any bridges, strﬁctures and crossings. BNSF bids its
sal#age packages out to independent contractors. The winning bidder starts work
by removing the rails and metal parts of the track structure. Next, the wooden ties
are removed and separated into second hand ties, landscape quality ties and scrap
ties (which are disposed of at an appropriate site). The bridges and crossings as
well as any other structures are removed last. Culverts and the rail line
embankment stay intact so as not to alter the prevailing waterflows along the line.
Any bridge pilings are pulled out, cut off at ground level or broken off at or below

“the mud line. Steel bridges are dismantled and removed. If there are concrete
abutments or piers involved, they may be left intact. BNSF sal\iége contractors
are required not to place fills or other material in water bodies, including inland
waterways. Contractors are also requivt:ed to limit their activities to the width of
the right-of-way. When the salvage process is complel‘e, waterflows in the area
should not be disfubted. In this instance, there wexie two (2) bridges on the Line
and BNSF is not aware of any other structures.

(2) Transportation System: Describe the effect of the proposed action on’
regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic

5 STE Docket AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



(passenger or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a
result of the proposed action. '

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on existing transportation
systems or patterns as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two
years and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

| (3) Land Use:

(1) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe
any inconsistencies‘

The proposed abandonment shoﬁld not be iﬁconsistent with {ocal or
regional land use plans. The City of Bemidji (“City”) indicates that the reviséd
letter it received regarding the abandonment proceeding now adds 1.01 miles of
line that encompasses most of the City’s purchase between the Mississippi River
and the Wrye. The City further indicates, however, that a close examination of the
map attached to theA letter reveals that the proposed abandonment does not include
the “northerly” leg of the Wye. See Exhib‘il D, letter from Alan R. Felix, City
Attorney, City of Bemidji.

The Beltrami County Highway Department (“Highway Department™)
indicates the proposed railroad abandonment crosses only one céunty highway,
CR 404 (it runs along the north line of section 27 of Bemidji township) and that
the abandonment would not impact the drainage of Beltrami couﬁty highways.
See Exhibit E, letter from Tyler C. Koos, Assistant Engineer, Beltrami County
Highway i[)eparlmeniz.

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conservation Service, state.
the effect of the proposed action on any prime agriculture land.

6 STR Docket AB-6 (Sub. No, 4465



The proposed abandonment should have no effect on prime agricultural

Wkl

lands. The Natural Resources Conservation Service (“NRt(L_ ) (formerly known
as the U.S. Soil Conbsevrvation Service ) reviewed the project and indicates the
project sponsors are not USDA program benefit 'recipien'ts so the wetland
conservation provisions of the 1985 Fodd Security act, as amended, are not
appl.iéable. NRCS further ﬁotes that actions by a non-USDA participimt third
pan.y {project sponsor) which impact zigricultural. wetlands owned_pr operated by
U SDA partic;ipaﬁis; may jeopﬁrdize the owner/operators USDA eligibilit'.y and if
such impacts are anticipated, the. ownef/operator should contact the county Farm
Service Agency (FSA)‘ofﬁce to consider an application for a third party

* exemption. NRCS a(‘lso comments that if the project affects agricultural lands, and
if any federal monies are involved;, it is'a requirement that a Farmland Policy.
Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment bé appropriaiely filed. Finally, NRCS
indicates that since the project will not permanently affect agriéuit‘ural land, this |
precludes the need for further action on this pf;)ject as required by the FPPA. See
Exhibit F, letter from William E. Lorenzen, Environmental Review/f ustice

Coordinator, Natural Resources Conservation Service.

(iii) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal
zone, include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9 '

N/A
(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the
right-of-way is suitable for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10906 and
explain why. ' g '

The proposed abandonment should be suitable for alternative public use.

The City of Bemidji was contacted regarding alternative public use but did not

7 C STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No., 446X)



comment on the issue. See Exhibit D, letter from Alan R. Felix, City Attorney,
City of Bemidji. |

As noted above, the Highway Department indicates the proposed railroad
abandonment crosses one county hn ghway, CR 404 (it runs along the honh line of
section 27 of Bemidji township) énd that thé rail has already been removed in this
arca. The }-IighWay Department adds the old railroad grade is currently used as a
snowmobile trail. See Exhibit E, letter from Tyler C. Koos, Assistant Engineer,
Beltrami County Highway Department. -
(4) Energy: . |

- (1) Describe the effect of thev proposed action on transportation of encrgy

resources. o
There are no known recoverable energy resources along the Line. There
" has been no local traffic on fhe Line for over two years and there is no overhead
- traffic to be rerouted.
(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable_Icommodities.

This abandonment will not a_dversely a‘l?t"th movement 6r recovery of
recyclable comniodities as there has been no local traffic on the line for over two
years and there is no overhead traffic to be rérbuted. |

(i1i) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or
decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why.

This abandonment will not result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency as there has been no local txéafﬁc on the lmc for over two years
and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to m_otor.carriage

of more than: ‘
(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, or

R STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the
affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy consumption
and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.
There will be no diversions of traffic as there has been no local traffic on

the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(5) Air: -
(1) If the proposed action will result in either:
“(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 100% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any

segment of the line effected by the proposed, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100% (measured by
carload activity), or

(C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10% of the
average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment,
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions.”

The action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds.
Moreover, the action will not involve an increase in truck traffic of more than
10% or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment as there has been no local
traffic on the Line for over two years and there is no overhead traffic to be
rerouted.

(i) If the proposed action affects a Class 1 or nonattainment area under '
the Clean Air Act, and will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50% (measured in gross
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on any
segment of rail line, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20% (measured by
carload activity), or :

(C) An average increase in truck traffic or more than 10% of the

average daily traffic of 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then
state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters

9 " STB Docket AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail

construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505) or in a case

involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line,
only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply.

The action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified thresholds.
Moreover, the proposed abandonment will not result in an increase of rail or truck
traffic as there has been no local traffic on the Line for over two years and there is
no overhead traffic to be rerouted.

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the
frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the
applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment.

The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone

depleting materials.

(6) Noise: If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) (i) of this section are
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause:

(1) An incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more,
N/A
(i1) An increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so,
identify sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
retirement communities and nursing homes) in the project area and quantify the
noise increase for those receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.
N/A
(7) Safety:
(i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings).

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public

safety. There are seven (7) public crossings and one (1) private crossing on the
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Line. During salvage opera'tions; if any may be required, precautions will be
taken to ensure public safety, and contractors will be required to satisfy all
applicable health and safety laws and regulations.

(it) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being
transported that, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety
practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the
extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency
plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and accidental release of
hazardous materials.

The abandonment will not result in the transportation of hazardous
materials.

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste site or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

There is no known hazardous waste site or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way.

(8) Biological Resources:
(1) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state

whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“FWS”) indicates it has researched its

ownerships and has determined it does not own any lands or interests in land in

‘the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonment. The FWS further ilndicates it
does not have any concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonment. See |
Exhibit G, letter from Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer, Fish and Wildlife

Service.

(i1) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks
or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

The National Park Service (“Service”) indicates it has reviewed the project
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in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and‘Wa.tér' Conservation Fund
and_ the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and finds there are none.
See Exhibit H, letter from Robert Maydwell, Grants Mzmagément Assistant,
National Park Service. |

The Bureau of Land Management (“.IE?[.,M”) states: “A search of our
records shows there are no Federal lands édministered by the Bureau of Land
Management along the railroad line. l--lowgver, please be aware that some of the
original railroad grants were limited fee rights-of-way and may be subject to the
Railroad Right-of—Way Forfeiture and Abandonment Act of March 8, 1922, 43
U.S.C. § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the National Trails System
Improvement Act_ of October 4, 1988, Public Law 100—47(),.16 U.S.C. § 1248 (c) -
------ (£). Our office does not have information on the location of wildlife refuges,
state or national parks, state or national forests in the immediate vicinity. You
mus;t contact the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service, Na_tional
Forest Serviceland Siate offices to obtain this infonnatvion.” See Exhibit I, letter
from Marcia Sieckman, Supervisor, Lands and Renewable Resources Team,
Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States.
(9) Water:

(1) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether

the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local
water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies.

The proposed exemption should be consistent with applicable Federal,
State or local water quality standards. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
was notified by a letter dated August 18, 2606. See Exhibit . As of the date of

this report, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has not responded. BNSF
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will provide the Board copies of any response it may receive.

(11) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, state
whether permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year
flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects.

A Section 404 permit should not be required. The Army Corps of Engineers
(“Corps”) indicates the Mississippi River is not navigaBle beyond the outlet of
Lake Bemidji, therefore no Section 10 permit is requi_r_éd.' The Corps further
indicates that should the proposed plan to abandon the railway line or bridge ~
include the placement of dredge or fill material into a water of the United States
the project will require a Section 404 Clean Water Act permit.. See Exhibit K, -
letter from Robert J. Whiting, Chief, Regulatory Branch, U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers.

The proposed abandonment should not affect any 1()()-yéar ﬂood'ple.lins. The
Corps states that ﬂoodplﬁns are not mapped in the project area and sﬁggests
BNSF contact the Minnesota I)epaﬁment of Natural Resources (“MDNR?”). See
Exhibit K, letter from Robert J. Whiting, Chief, Regulatory Branch? U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers. BNSF contacted the MDNR gegarding floodplains (see .
comment below). The Beltrami County Highway Department (“Highway
Department”) iﬁdicates it does not maintain 100 year floodplain maps of the area.
See Exhibit E, ‘létter from Tyler C.'Koos, Assistant Engineer, Beltrami County

Highway Department.

Finally, the MDNR commented regarding flood plains and indicates that the -
City of Bemidji and the unincorporated portions of the county do not have any

mapped flood hazard areas. See Exhibit L, electronic correspondence from
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Steven Colvin, Environmental Review Supervisor, Minnesota Department of

Natural Resources.

(iii) Statu whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental protection
or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits are required). |

A permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act should not be required
for the proposed action. The U.S. Eﬁvironmental Protection Agency (“EPA”)
indicates that under the National Environmental 'Pol_ice' Act (NEPA), the Council
on Environmental Quaﬁfy regulati(ﬁ}s, and Section 309 of the Clean Air Act the
EPA reviews and comments on major federal actions. The EPA further indicates
the reviews focus on Environmental Impact Statements, but the EPA also has the
discretion to review and comment on other envifonmental documents p;epared
under NEPA if interest and resources permit. Finally, the EPA states it did not
undertake a detailed review of tﬁé abandonment, and will hot be generating
comments because there was insufficient infbrmation_pfovided io comment on
impacts at this stage of application. See Exh_ibit M, letter frmﬁ Newton Ellens for
Kenneth A. Westlake, Chief, Environmental Planning and Evaluation Branch,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5.

The Minnesota Pollution Coﬁtrol Agency was notified By a letter dated
August 18, 2006. See Exhibit J. As of the date of this report, the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency has not responded. BNSF will provide the Board
copies ofl any response it may receivé. |

(10) Proposed Mitigation: Describe any actions ihat are ;:)roposed to rﬁ.iti gate

adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
_appropriate. '
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The project itself should mitigate the environmental effects of reinstating

active rail operations.
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I

HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1105.8)

Applicants hereby submit the follovwi ng information required by 49 C.F.R.§
1105.8(d):

(1) A US.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn (o scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of
the proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the
locations and approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50
years old or older and are part of the proposed action;

The required topographic map is attached to this Report as Exhibit A.

(2) A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the
extent known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of
the surrounding areaq; '

The Bemidji, Minnesota Trackage is approximately 5.29 miles in length
and is located in and near the city of Bemidji, Minnesota. The land in the area is
generally flat or is lake area and is mixed with urban and rural uses adjacent to the

right-of-way. The population for the City of Bemid;i in 2000 was 11,917. The

right-of-way has been developed for trail use and is generally 100 feet wide.

There are no federally granted rights-of-way involved.

(3) Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of
railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old or older and of the
immediately surrounding area, -

Photogréphs of Bridge 92.59 and Bridge 94.60 areAattached as Exhibits
NI1-N8.
Bridge 92.59 is a bridge in or near Bemidji. It is near Milepost 92.59.

This bridge is 135 feet‘long, 18 feet high, and is a prestressed concrete 1

‘Beam bridge with a recessed concrete deck.
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Bridge 94.60. Bridge 94.60is a railroad bridge in or near Bemidji. Itis
near Milepost 94.60. This bridge is 196 feet long, 17 feet high, and is an

open pile trestle with a 30° beam.

(4) The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of
any major alterations, 1o the extent such information is known;
Bridge 92.59 was built in 2001. It is unknown whether or not there has

been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

Bridge 94.60 was built in 1941. It is unknown whether or not there has
been significant alteration to the bridge structure since that time.

(5) A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the
proposed action; o

The right of way was acquired by the former Northern Pacific Railway

(NP) primarily between 1899 and 1902 with some extraneous parcels acquired in

1911 and 1915. In 1970, the NP merged with other railroads to become part of

Burlington Northern Railroad (BN). BN and the Atchison Topeka and Santa Fe

Railway merged in 1995 to become The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe

Railway Company. In 2005, BNSF chaﬁ_ged its name to BNSF Railway

Company.

(6) A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as
engineering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure
that is found to be historic;

Documents in BNSF's possession concerning this abandonment

may include alignment maps showing the right-of-way and/or station
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maps. Such c‘iocuments. are too large for practical reproduction in this

report, but can be furnished upon ;request, 1f they are available.

(7) An opinion (bzised on readfbr ava;'lablé information in the railroad’s
possession) as 1o whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and
whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and the basis for
these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities),

The Minneéota Historical Society (“MHS”) states: “It appears that the rail
line segmént schedqled for abandonment was part of the Northern Pacific
Railway. The southern portion of the segment may have been constructed by the
Brainerd and Northern Minnesota Railway Company in 1897, while tﬁe northern

, porﬁoh of the segmeht may have been constructed by the Minnesota and

International Railway Company in 1901-02. 'l"he‘inﬁ)rmation in your submittal is

not sufficient for us to conclusively assess whether this line may meet National

Register criteria, but its position as an important link to International Falls and the

border suggest that it has the potential for el_igibilitj' ahd fnerits‘ further evaluation.

If it is eligible, abandonment could constitute an adverse effect. We have no

recommended miti gafion measures for the abandonment of this line. Should any

other parties td this review recommend such measures, we \§0uld be glad to enter

into consultation to discuss those measures.” See Exhii_)it N, letter from Britta L.

'Bloomberg; Deputy State Historic Preservation Ofﬁcer‘,‘ Minnesota Historical

Society.

(8) A description (based on readily available information in Hze railroad's

_possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the
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archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence
of toxic wastes), and the wrroundmg terrain.

There are no k.nown prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions that might affect the archeological recovery of

resources and the surrounding terrain.

Respectfully submitted,
7 M/
: SIBNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR
EL I[ABFIH E. WAITE
SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES -
3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007

(202) 338-1325 -
Attorneys for BNSF Railway Company -

DATED: December 4, 2006
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f anesota Department of Transportation -
Oﬂ‘lce of Freight and Commercial Vehicle Operatlons
u\" Mail Stop 420 : Tel: 651/215-6330
395 John Ireland Boulevard ~ ~ ~ “Fax: 651/215-9684

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Exhibit B.

August 23, 20006

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr. ‘
Sidney Strickland & Assoc’s. PLLC
3050 K St. N.W. Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB6 (Sub. No. 446)\) BNSP Railway Co Abandonment
Exemption- in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Sir:

I have enclosed a copy of a letter sent to Jeff Moreland, Executive V.P. de and
Government Affairs at BNSF Railway, Ft. Worth.

In the letter I have raised the question, why has the right-of-way been sold prior to
formal abandonment? The sales negate our right of first refusal to acquire said
right-of-way for future transportation use and we find that unacceptable. However
with respect to this abandonment, we will not formally intervene in requesting the
Surface Transportation Board to withhold exemption.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the telephone number
listed below.

Sincerely,

- Robert R. Rickert
State Rail Bank Program Manag,el
(651)215-5938

Cc: Joe McKinnon-District 2
Tim Browning- DNR NW Regional Manager
Alan Felix- Attorney for the City of Bemidji, MN -

An equal opportunity employer



Minnesota Department of Transportation

Office of Freight and.Commercial Vehicle Operations

orm®  Mail Stop 420 ' Tel: 651/215-6330
395 John lreland Boulevard , Fax: 651/215-9684
St. Paul, MN 55155-1899 ‘

August 23, 2006

Mr. Jeff Moreland, Executive V.P.
- Law and Government Affairs ,
BNSF Railway Company ’ (sent via Certified Mail)
2650 Lou Menk Drive :
P.O. Box 961057
Ft. Worth, TX 76161

Re: STB Docket # AB-6(Sub. N0.446X) Abandonment Exerription ~in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Moreland;

We wish to bring to your attention that the above request for exemption posses a very vexing
problem for two state agencies (Minnesota Department of Transportation & the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources) and the City of Bemidji Minnesota.

OnMarch 20, 1991 an agreement to purchase the corridor running from milepost 95.15 at
Bemidji Minnesota to milepost 199.00 near International Falls Minnesota was entered into
between the Minnesota Department of Transportation and the then named Burlington
Northern Railroad Company. The agreement number was 67001. The Minnesota Department
of Transportation acquired the corridor shortly thereafter to hold for future transportation
PUrposes. : - -

It is our understanding that the rest of the corridor from milepost 90.87 to 95.15 was not
abandoned due to aneed for a timber loading - yard located on the southeasterly edge of Lake
Bemidji. Nevertheless in 2001, the rail and ties were removed between these two-mile posts
(90.87 & 95.15). Sometime during the year in 2003, this corridor was parceled out in
individual sales to two developers first and then the remaining parcels to the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources and the City of Bemidji.

- Under Minnesota Statute (M.S. 222.63 Subd. 6) the commissioner of the Minnesota
Department of Transportation my intervene in a proceeding of the Surface Transportation -
Board on the issue of suitability for a public use of arail line proposed to be abandoned if the
commissioner finds that the right-of-way of the line would be eligible for inclusion in the
state rail bank.

The only opportunity Mn/DOT would have to meaningfully intervene in the above
exemption would be now, after the railroad has sold off parcels of the corridor. .

An equal opportunity employer




Under 49 U.S.C. Section 10903 (d) provides that no line of railroad may be abandoned and

no rail service discontinued unless the Board finds that the present or future public -
convenience and necessity require or permit the abandonment or discontinuance. 49U.S.C.
Section 10905 (3b.) states that if the Board finds that the rail properties are appropriate for

use for other public purposes, the railroad may dispose of the rail properties only under the
conditions described in the Boald’s decision. =

The State of Minnesota wants to make this oversight a matter of record in the spirit that
future oversights will not occur as it compromises the Minnesota Department of

Transportation’s ability to rail bank corridors determined to be valuable for future
transportation use.

. Additionally, the State of Minnesota has not received any system diagram maps showing
potential abandonment’s in the last several years, making it difficult to research and prepare
for a public use notification, if need be.

We look forward to cooperating with the BNSF Railway Co. in the future and continue our _
partnerships with your organization for our mutual successes.

Respectfully,

. Robert R. Rickert
State Rail Bank Program Manager

Cc: Surface Transportation Board (via e-mail)
Tim Browning-NW Regional Manager-MN Dept. of Natural Resources (via e-mail)
* Alan Felix-City Attorney-City of Bemidji, MN (via e-mail) -
Joe McKinnon- Land Management Engineer- Mn/DOT District 2-Bemidji (via e-mail)
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Exhibit D -

CITYQOFQBEMIDJI
City Hall ~ 317 4th Street NW
© . Bemidji, Minneésota 56601-3116
Web Site: www.ci.bemidii nin.us

August 18,2006

Roger Schwinghammer

Staubach Global Services

- 4105 Lexmgton Avénue North, Suite 200
- Arden HI||S MN 55126

RE: , Revrsed Notlce (Addmg 1.01 miles between Mile Posts 94.78 and 93. 77)
STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company Abandonment
Exemptton in Beltramr County, Minnesota -

. Dear Roger

~l m sorry that | missed your phone call several weeks ago The revised
‘Notice of Exemption | received in the above-referenced abandonment proceeding, now :
adds 1.01 miles of line that encompasses most of the City’ S purchase between the
‘ Mnssrssnppr Rrver and the Wye :

- However a close examination of the map attached to the Notice reveals that it does not
include the “northerly” leg of the Wye. 1 don't know whether to presume that it is an
' oversrght or there is a reason forits exclusron and/or rnellgrb:hty for abandonment

When you have the chanoe, please give me a call. 1look forward to catchrng_up with ‘you!

C_ityAttorney' A

(218) 759-3575

ARFfsms

- Enclosure :
Ce: SydneyL Stnckland Jr.

Phone 218-759-3560 + Fax218-759-3590
Arn Equal Opportunity Employer
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' SIDMEY.STRICKLAND@S TRICKLANDPLLC,COM

SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W.,, Suite 101
WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-672-539%

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

August 2, 2006

Robert J. Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Compmzy——-Ab(mdonment
Exemption — in Beltmmz County, MN

Dear Mr. Rickert:

On June 20, 2006, you received a letter informing you that BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF”)
planned on filing with the Surface Transportation Board (*STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking
authority in the above docket to abandon 4.28 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and
Milepost 95.15, near Bemidji in Beltrami County, Minnesota. ' ‘

BNSF has medified its plans. BNSF now still plans on filing a Notice of Exemption with the
STB seeking authority to abandon the 4.28 miles of railroad line described above, but BNSF also
plans to abandon an additional 1.01 miles of railroad line along the depot spur between Milepost
94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County, anesola The total distance of the
proposed abandonment is 5.29 miles.

The proposed abandonment may require removal of bridgeé and structures and the removal of
track materials such as rails and ties but the roadbed will be left intact.

As part of the environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not the proposed action is
consistent with local land use plans and if there are any alternate public uses for the corridor such
as a highway relocation project and/or recreational trail, :

For your referencé, I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please provide
this information to me by September 3, 2006. Ifyou have any questions, do not hesitate to
contact me at (202) 338-1325.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

ZWJ

SidneyA.. Strickland, Jr.

Sincerely,

Enclosure |
SLS/eew

8T8 Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X}



Exhibit E

Beltram/ Cduhty |
Highway Department

James R. Worcester, Beltrami County Engineer

August 17, 2006

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
350 K St. NW Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Re: Abandonment of 5.29 miles of BNSF railroad line in'Bemidji, Minnesota
Dear Mr. Strickiand:

In your letter dated 8/2/06 you had requested maps indicating areas of the 100 year
floodplain that would be affected by the proposed abandonment of the railroad. The
Beltrami County Highway Department does not maintain 100 year floodplain maps of
this area. The proposed railroad abandonment crosses only one county highway, CR
404 (it runs along the north line of section 27 of Bemidji township). The rail has already
been removed in this area. The old railroad grade is currently used as a snowmobile
trail. The remaining proposed rail abandonment is not in close proximity to any other
Beltrami county: hxghways nor would this abandonment impact the drainage of Beltraml
county highways.

If you have any questions please call me.
Sincerely,

T 0

Tyler C. Koos
Assistant Engineer
Beltrami County Highway Dept

2491 Adams Ave. NW, Bemidji, MN 56601
Phone: (218) 333-8173  Fax: (218) 333—4280



United States Department of Agriculture. ' EXhibit F

ONRCS S

Naturat Resources Conservation SeNice i ‘ N
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 : Phone: (651) 602-7900
St. Paul, MN 55101-1854 FAX: (651) 602-7914

File Code: 190-15-13
August 11, 20006 ’
IN REPLY
REFER TO:  STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub No. 446X) BNSF Rallway Company-Abandonement
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Sidney Strickland & Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W_, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has reviewed the above referenced project. The
project sponsors are not USDA program benefit recipients, thus the wetland conservation provisions of the
1985 Food Security act, as amended are not applicable. It should be noted, however, that actions by a non-
USDA participant third party (project sponsor) which impact agricultural wetlands owned or operated by
USDA participants, may jeopardize the owner/operators USDA eligibility. If such impacts are anticipated,
the owner/operator should contact the county Farm S(.rvu,e Agency (FSA) office to consider an appllcatton
for a third party exemphon :

The following agencies may have federal or state wetlands, floodplain delineation 'cullural resources, water
quality, air quality or threatened and cndangurcd s,pu,lu: Jurlsdlctlon in the proposed pr ()Jccl and should be
consulted.

Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE) — Clean Water Act

US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) - Endangered Species Act

Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) - Minnesota Wetlands Conserv: atnon Act
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (MIDNR)

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)

State Historic Preservation Officer/State Archacologist (SHPO)

«  Finally, if as a result of your proposal you are affecting agricultural Tands, and if any federal monies are
involved, it is a requirement that a Farmland Policy Protection Act (FPPA) site assessment be appropriately
filed. Since your project will not permanently affect agricultural land, this precludes the need for further
action on this project as required by the FPPA. Our agency appreciates your thorough follow up on the
environmental review requirements of this project. We complement your sincere efforts to have complied
with all economic, social, and environmental review requirements when federal funds are part of project
financing.

Smcercly,

Wlﬁ% RENZE] ' %%/

Environmental Review/Justice Coordin4tor

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Bishop Henry Whipple Federal Building
1 Federal Drive

- Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Exhibit G

IN REPLY REFER TO:

FWS/NWRS-RE - General
Railroad Abandonments

August 24, 2006

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr. -

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St., N.W., Suite 101
‘Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed abandonment of 0.54 miles of
railroad line between Engineering Station 0 + 00 and Engineering Station 28 + 61 near Appleton
in Swift County, Minnesota; STB Docket No. AB-6 {(Sub-No. 449X), BNSF Railway Company.

We have researched our ownerships in the vicinity and have determined we do not own any
lands or interests in land in the vicinity of the proposed rail line abandonment. We do not have
any concerns regarding real estate matters in the abandonment.

Sincerely,

?’;f;&cﬁ )ﬁ GZ{M |

Patrick G. Carroll
Senior Realty Officer °
Division of Realty



United States Dep‘artment of the Interior 1 B wamonns

BB SERYICE

National Park Service

Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive
QOmaha Nebraska 68102-4226

650.2(MWR-P/ G)
o Exhibit H

Mr. Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC = SEP 01
3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101

 Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

2008

Dear Mr. Strickland:

This is in response to your August 2, 2006, re'(iuest that the National Park Service
respond to STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company
Abandonment Exemption in Beltrami County, Minnesota.

‘We have reviewed th,ié project in relation to any possible conflicts with the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and the Urban Park and Recreation Recovery programs and

find there are none. Accordingly; we have no additional comments at this time.

You may contact me at 402-661-1546 if you have questions or need more information.

Sincerely,

rants Mandg,umnt Assistant
. Partnerships- Grants

TAKE Wmm:‘“"
IMAMERW.’;AN ‘



Exhibit I

United States Departmé‘n't of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management-Eastern States
' Milwaukee Field Office

ek 5.8 626 E. Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 200
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-4617

[N REPLY REFER TO:
2000 (036)
August 8, 2006

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W. Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

RE: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Rallway Company —Abandonment
Exemption - in Beltraml County, MN

Dear Mr. Strickland:

This is in response to your letter of August 2, 2006, to our office concerning modification of the
original proposal by the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company (BNSF) to
abandon 4.28 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87, and Milepost 95.15, by adding an
additional 1.01 miles of railroad line along the depot spur bt.tween Milepost 94.78 and Milepost
93.77 near Bermdjl in Beltrami County, Minnesota.

A search of our records shows there are no Federal lands administered by the Bureau of Land
Management along the railroad line. However, please be aware that some of the original railroad
grants were limited fee rights-of-way and may be subject to the Railroad Right-of-Way Forfeiture
and Abandonment Act of March 8, 1922, 43 U.S.C. § 912 (the 1922 Abandonment Act), and the
National Trails System Improvement Act of Octobér 4, 1988, Public Law 100-470, 16 US.C. § -

1248 (c) - ().

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on this proposal. Our office does not have
information on the location of wildlife refuges, state or national parks, state or national forests in
the immediate vicinity. You must contact the Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service,
National Forest Service and State offices to obtain this information. If you require addmonal
information, please contact me at (414) 297-4402.

Sincerely,

%m@g@m “

Marcia Sieckman
Supervisor, Lands and Renewable Resources Team



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NN\W., SUITE 101
- WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108

TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 ’ N
Fax: 202-672-5399 Exhibit J

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
SIDNEY.STRICKLAND@S TRICKLANDPLLC.COM

August 2, 2006

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.

St. Paul, MIN 55155-4154

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company-—A bandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN _ :

Dear Mr. Zdon:

On June 20, 2006, you received a letter informing you that BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”)
planned on filing with the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking
authority in the above docket to abandon 4.28 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and
Milepost 95.15, near Bemidji in Beltrami County, Minnesota. ‘

BNSF has modified its plans. BNSF now still plans on filing a Notice of Exemption with the $TB
seeking authority to abandon the 4.28 miles of railroad line described above, but BNSF also plans to
abandon an additional 1.0] miles of raiiroad line along the depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and
Milepost 93,77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County, Minnesota. The total distance of the proposed
abandonment is 5.29 miles.

The proposed abandonment may require removal of bridges and structures and the removal of track
materials such as rails and ties but the roadbed will be left intact. No placement of dredge or fill
material in any inland waterways is anticipated to result from abandonment and/or salvage.

As part of the environmental report, BNSF needs to know whether or not this action will be consistent
with Federal, State or local water quality standards. Also, please state whether or not Section 402
and/or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (“NPDES™) permits are required as a result
of the proposed abandonment. BNSF also needs to know if the proposed abandonment wilf affect any
100-year floodplains. If so, please furnish 8% by 11 black and white maps in the area of each
designated floodplain if they are available.

For your reference, I have enclosed a map of the above referenced railroad line. Please provide this
information to me by September 5, 2006. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact me at
(202) 338-1325. ’

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sidney L/Strickland, Jr. /

Enclosure
SLS/eew

STB Docket No, AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY Exhibit K.
ST. PAUL DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS ,
190 FIFTH STREET EAST
ST. PAUL, MN 55101-1638

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Operations
Regulatory (2006-4827-KJU)

10/24/06

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W., Suite 101
Washington, DC 20007-5108

Dear Mr. Strickland:

This letter is in response to your inquiry regarding the proposed BNSF railroad line
abandonment project in Beltrami County, Minnesota between mile post 90.87 and
milepost 95.15 and between milepost 94.78 and 93.77 (the additional 1.01 miles of

 railroad line abandonment of which'you informed the USACE). The Mississippi River is
not navigable beyond the outlet of Lake Bemidji therefore no Section 10 permit is
required. '

Should the proposed plan to abandon the railway line or bridge include the pla_cement of
dredge or fill material into a water of the United States; the project will require a Section
404 Clean Water Act permit from the USACE.

Floodplains are not mapped in the project area (see attachment). For further information
please contact the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

If you have any questions, contact Kelly Urbanek in our Bemid)i office at (218)
444-6381. Inany correspondence or inquiries, please refer to the Regulatory number

shown above.

Sincerely,

€0 Qegpend—

Q Robert J. Whiting
Chief, Regulatory Branch
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[WebMail] : WebMail

Exhibit L

Username: Li:
liz.waite@stri.

| ¥ Delete permanently ; Move to Delet

@ Deleted Items From:Steve Colvin <Steve.Colvin@dnr.state.mn.us>
@ Sent : : To:liz. walte@stricklandpllc.com
Subject:Floodplain requests
@ Scheduled : Date:05-Oct-06 10:42 AM

) - Attachments:

< Previ

‘Intine Text il

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) Beltrami County, MN

Both the City of Bemidji and the unincorporated portions of the county
do not have any mapped flood hazard areas. If you look at the first

page in the Community Status Book - at http://www.fema.gov/cis/MN.pdf
- you'll see an NSFHA under the map date for the county. That stands
for "no special flood hazard area."

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 449X) Swift County, MN

A current FIRMette (FEMA flood map) of the site was attached to your
August 18, 2006 letter. A potion of the proposed abandonment will
extend into a floodplain. Activities in this area will have to comply

with floodplain ordinances administered by the City of Appleton.

Steven Colvin . |
Environmental Review Supeivisor
DNR - Ecological Services

- 500 Lafayette Rd. -
St. Paul, MN 55155-4025
(651) 259-5082 '
(651) 297-1500 fax

Search all folders

Search Inbox

http://myméil.websitepros.com/Mai1/MailView.’dfm‘?Id=26329777&Nr=1 &maxNr=22 10/5/2006
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UNITED STATES. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY :

$ 3 REGION 5
2 M 3§ 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
o - 'CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590

e SEP 2 ¢ o Exhibit M

Sidney L. Strickland, Jr.

3050 K St. N. W SUIte 101 REPLY TO THE ATTéPJTION QF:

Washington, DC 20007-5108. _ '

Re: . BNSF Rallway Company Abandonment Proposed in Beltramn County, MN,
STB Docket No. AB—6 (Sub. No. 446X)

‘Dear Mr. Strickland:

The Office of Science, Ecosystems and Communities, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) has received the document listed above. Under the National Environmental Policy
_Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental Quality regulations, and Section 309 of the Clean
Air Act; U.S. EPA reviews and comments on major federal actions. - Typically, these reviews
focus on Environmental Impact Statements, but we also have the discretion to review and
comment on other environmental documents prepared under NEPA if interest and resources
permit.

We did not undertake a detailed review of the document you sent to this office, and will not be
" generating comments because of the reason selected below. :

_ The document was not prepared-under NEPA.
X There was insufficient information provided to comment on impacts.at this stage of

application. We will wait for the next level of documentation on thlS project before
considering whether or not to comment.

The document was given a cursory review, but other workload priorities precluded us
from detailed review and comment.

The document was given a cursory review, and we determined that there were no
significant concerns meriting comment.

We reserve the right to reconsider undertaking a review at future planning stages, or if significant
new data on the project is made available by the sponsoring dgency or other interested parties.
Thank you for providing mformauon on the project.

Sincerely,

%ﬁ %W

f7»» Kenneth A. Westlake, Chief
Environmental Planmnf, > and Evaluation Branch

Recycled/Recyclable « Printed with Vegetable Ol Based Inks on 100% Recycled Paper (50% Posteonsumer)
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Exhibit N

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

State Historic Preservation Office
September 12, 2006

Mr. Sidney Strickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates
3050 K Street NW, Suite 101
Washington, D.C. 20007-5108

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company to abandon 4.28 miles
of railroad line between milepost 90.87 and 96.15 near Bemidji .
T146 R33 810, 15, 16, 21, 22, 26 & 27, Beltrami County
SHPO Number: 2006-2561 ‘

Dear Mr. Strickland:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the above project. It has been reviewed
pursuant to the.responsibilities given the State Historic Preservation Officer by the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 and the Procedures of the Adwsory Council on Historic Preservation
(BGCFRBOO) '

it appears that the rait line segment scheduled for abandonment was part of the Northern Pacific
Railway. The southern portion of the segment may have been constructed by the Brainerd and
Northern Minnesota Railway Company in 1897, while the northern portion of the segment may have
been constructed by the Minnesota and International Railway Company in 1901-02.

The information in your submittal is not sufficient for us to conclusively assess whether this line may
- meet National Register criteria, but its position as an important link to International Falls and the
border suggest that it has the potential for eligibility and merits further evaluation. If it is eligible,
abandonment could constitute an adverse effect.

 We have no recommended mitigation measures for the abandonment of this line. Should any other
parties to this review recommend such measures, we would be glad to enter into consultation to
discuss those measures.

Contact Dennis Gimmestad at 651-205-4205 with questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Powsrt Lol

Britta L. Bloomberg .
~ Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

345 Kellogg Boulevard West/Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102-1906/ Telephone 651-296-6126

5o



CERTIFICAT ION PURSUANT TO49°C:F.R.11 05.7( c'} and 8(c)

BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”), by and through its authorized repicscntauvc Sidney L.
Qtnckland Ir., certifies that on December 4, 2006, BNSF sent coplcs of the foregoing
Env:ronmemal and Historic Reports by first class mail to the following agencies:

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

Alan R. Felix, City Attomey
City Hall

317 4° Street NW

Bemidji, Minnesota 56601-3116

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice
Coordinator :

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
375 Jackson Street, Suite 600 -

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1854

Robert J. Whiting

U.S. Army Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1683

Steve Colvin :

Minnesota Department of Natum] Resources
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Robert J. Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John Ireland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Tyler C. Koos, Assistant Engineer
Beltrami County Highway Department
2491 Adams Ave. NW

Bemidji, MN 56601

Patrick G. Carroll

Big River Region

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
| Federal Drive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Marcia Sieckman
U.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States
Milwaukee Field Office

- 626 E. Wisconsin Ave.

Suite 200
Milwaukee, W1 53202-4617

Kenneth Westlake, Umf

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Reg,lon 5
Metcalf Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode: B-19J

~ Chicago, IL 60604

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Ms. Britta L.. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

- Minnesota Historical Society

345 W. Kellogg Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906



Beltrami County Board of Commissioners - lLawrence Zdon

619 Beltrami Avenue, NW ‘ g Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

County Courthouse , 520 Lafayette Road N.

Bemidji, MN 56601-3066 St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources - National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
520 Lafayette Road North o National Geodetic Survey

‘Saint Paul, MN 55155 v 1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

“

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

The required cover (euers (pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 1105.11) are attachcd hereto. BNSF has
consulted with all appropriate agencies in preparing the reports.

I Bkl

Sidney L &trickland, Jr.

Sidney Strickland and Associates, PLLC
3050 K St. N.W.,

Suite 101

Washington, D.C. 20007




SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
: 3050 K ST.N.W., SUITe 101
. WasHINGTON, DC 20007-5108 .
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
Sidnev Stnickiandatarckliondolic com

December 4, 2006

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chief, SEA

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20423-0001

 Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Ms. Rutson:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company {“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,’
Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area. : '

. Stricl;lzmd, Ir. ' E /

Enclosure
SLS/eew

" $TB Dacket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., Suite 101 - ’
WASHINGTON, DC 20_()_07?5108,“ e
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

‘;nmsv L. ‘nm(‘m AND, JR

December 4, 2006

Robert J. Rickert

Rail Bank and Abandonment Coordinator
Minnesota Department of Transportation
395 John lreland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway C’ampany—Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Rickert:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent

- deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy to the
undersigned) would bc appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please conitact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. Neo. 446X)



SIDNEY'STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC -
3050 K ST. N.W., Suite 101 -
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDREY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
Sidney Stieklandd strieklandplic onm

December 4, 2006

Alan R. Felix, City Attorney
City Hall

317 4" Street NW

Bemidji, Minnesota 56601-3116

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Raiiway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Felix:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area. :

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmenta! and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperatién.

SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., Suite 101 -
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
Sedney Strickiandistrisklandnlic.com

December 4, 2006

Tyler C. Koos, Assistant Engineer
Beitrami County Highway Department
2491 Adams Ave. NW ’ '
Bemidji, MN 56601

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

~ Dear Mr. Koos:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
:5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area. '

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, NW., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely, Z : %7 '

SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 KST.N.W.,, SuIte 101
* WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNL\ L STRILMAND T

’ December 4, 2006

William Lorenzen, Environmental Review/Justice Coordinator
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

375 Jackson Street, Suite 600

Saint Paul, MN 55101-1854

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Rallwav Company—Abandonment
Exemption —in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Lorenzen:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF. Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15; including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely, i %E 7
. Z A / “‘

~ Strickland, Jr.

SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W., Suite 101 ~ :
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
" Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. '
landirstricklandedic.com

December 4, 2006

Patrick G. Carroll, Senior Realty Officer
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 3
BHW Federal Building
One Federal Drive
- Fort Snelling, MN 55111-4056

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 {(Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

A Dear Mr. Carroll:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87:and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area. :

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the ~
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersrgned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007. ‘

. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.-

Enclosﬁre
SL.S/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SlDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. NW., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007 5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, J&_

Siedney, Stricklandidis ricklandpllc.con |

December 4, 2006

Robert J. Whiting -

U.S. Armmy Engineer District, St. Paul
190 Fifth St. East '

St. Paul, MN 55101—1683

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Companv———-Ab(mdonmem
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Whiting:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
© 5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the-
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmenta! and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of -
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.€W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

- AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (wnth acopytothe
undersi gned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLL 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank-you in advance for your c,ooperatlon

Sidney 1/ Stnckland Jr.
Sure
SLS/eew
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. NW., SuiTe 101
'WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-13256
- FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR. )
 Sidnew.Suickland @siricklandplic com

 December 4, 2006

Marcia Sieckman® Co .
- U.S. Bureau of Land Management Eastern States -
Milwaukee Field Office
1626 E. Wisconsin Ave.
 Suite 200 ’ !

© Milwaukee, WI 53202-4617

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. '4425,\‘) BNSF Railway Cémpany———A bandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN ' = ,

Dear Ms. Si::ckmé.n:

~ On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
- depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area. : -

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
‘Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
~ AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks..

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and, Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

SLS/eew

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. NNW.,, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR_
Py

December 4, 2006

Steve Colvin

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road

St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Rallway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Colvin:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this pmceedmg If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that p«.rtmcnt information is missing,-or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

STB Docket No. AB-6 {Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K St. NW., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAX: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, J&.
Sl

Jandpile.com

December 4, 2006

Kenneth Westlake, Chief

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5
Metcalf Building ‘

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis

77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode: B-19J

Chicago, IL 60604

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption —in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Westlake:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone {202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

tricklZanéL j:r. ’ / A

STB Docket No. AB-6 {Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W,, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
FAx: 202-295-3854

Sowey L. Snurxmun JR
Stdnev SrichlandTstrig

December 4, 2006

Robert Maydwell
National Park Service
Midwest Region

601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68‘102—4226

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF lewa[y CompanymAbamlonmem
Exemption — in Beltrami County MN

Dear Mr. Maydwell:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W .,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

.AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
" deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
'undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/ot
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

Sumr ¥ I STRI( KLAND J R.

December 4, 2006

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Of‘F icer
Minnesota Historical Society.

345 W. Kellogg Bivd.

St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Ratlway Compauy-——Abandonmen!
Exemption — in BeItramt County, MN

Dear Ms. Bloomberg:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County;
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and hiStOI‘lC effects, as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202} 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

: Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
. 3050 KST. NW,, Suite 101 ‘
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-51 08
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854 -

SIDREY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
Sidngv.Strickland @ stricklandplic.com

December 4, 2006
Beltrami County Board of Commissioners
619 Beltrami Avenue, NW
County Courthouse

Bemidji, MN 56601-3066

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446){) BNSF Railway Compmzy————Abana"onment
E. xempmm —in Beltrami County, :

Dear Sirs and Madams:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic chom describing the
proposed action and any expected envuonmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
' affected area. :

t

We are prov1dmg these n,ports so that you may review the information that will form the

basxs for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of o

thé information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the'STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to' the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (w1th a copy.to thc
under51gned) would be apprecnated within three weeks:

: “Your comments will'be considered by the STB i m evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
* . this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telcphone at (202) 338-1325 or by miail at Sidney
- Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperatlon

SldneyL Stnckland Jr,
ure
SLS/eew
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i,



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
’ 3050 K ST. NW.,, Stite 101 :
WaSHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
ricklapdpllc.com

December 4, 2006

Lawrence Zdon

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N.

St. Paul, MN 55155-4194

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company-—Abandonmnient
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Mr. Zdon:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB™) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
" proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pcrlimnt information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, pleasc contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or”
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Su1tc 101, Washmgton DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for 'your cooperation,

STR Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST.N.W.,, Suite 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-285-3854

SIONEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
Sidaey Strickimda stricklandplic.com

December 4, 2006

Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources
520 Lafayette Road North
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Campany——Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Sir or Madam:

: On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption secking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County, -
Minnesota (the “Line™). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
affected area. :

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the.
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks.

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning:
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strlukland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

SLS/eew

. 8TB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X)



SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K S1. N.W., Surte 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.

December 4, 2006

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Springs, MD 20910-3282

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption — in Beltrami County, MN '

Dear Sir or Madam:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) plans on filing with -
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB") a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile’
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County,
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a.map of the
affected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.
AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks. '

Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
‘historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. -

7 Z ‘W

<Strickland, Jr.
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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC
3050 K ST. N.W., SuIre 101
WASHINGTON, DC 206007-5108 .
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325 -

Fax: 202-295-3854

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR.
Klandplic.cnm

December 4, 2006

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: STB Dockef No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X) BNSF Railway Company—Abandonment
Exemption - in Beltrami County, MN

Dear Sir or Madam:

On or about December 26, 2006, BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF™) plans on filing with .
the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to abandon
5.29 miles of railroad line between Milepost 90.87 and Milepost 95.15, including the 1.01 mile
depot spur between Milepost 94.78 and Milepost 93.77, near Bemidji in Beltrami County, -
Minnesota (the “Line”). Attached are Environmental and Historic Reports describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as a map of the
aftected area.

We are providing these reports so that you may review the information that will form the
basis for the STB’s independent environmental and historic analyses of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or
if you have any questions about the STB’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmenta! Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, 1925 K Street, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20423-0001, Telephone (202) 565-1545, and refer to the above Docket No.

- AB-6 (Sub. No. 446X). Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent
deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to the
undersigned) would be appreciated within three weeks. ' '

Y our comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental and/or
historic preservation impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning
this proposal, please contact the undersigned by telephone at (202) 338-1325 or by mail at Sidney
Strickland and Associates, PLLC, 3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 101, Washington, DC 20007.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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