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Scptember 17, 2007

Docket #: FD_35063_0
Docket #: FD_35064_0
Ducket # FD_35065_0

Mr Vernon Williams, Secictary
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423-0001

RE Surface Transportation Board Docket No FD_35063 Michigan Central Railway LLC-

Acquisition and Operation lixemption-Lines of Norfolk Southern Raillway Company

and

Surface Transportauion Board Docket No FD_35064 Watco Companies, Inc , and Watco

Transportation  Services, Inc -Continuance 1n Control Exemption-Michigan Central

Railway, LLC

and

Surface Transportatton Bourd Docket “o 35065_0. Norlfolk Southem Ratlway

Company-Trackage Rights Exemption-Michigan Central Railway. LLC
Dear Secretary Williams

SEMCOG, the Southcast Michigan Council of Governments 1s the Metropolitan Planning

Organization (MPO) for Southeast Michigan As such 1t 1s SEMCOG's responsibility o analy.zc
the proposed joint venture between Norfolk Southern (NS) and Watco of NS's Kalamazoo-
Ypsilanti hne to Watco Transportation Services for consistency with our adopted policies and
plans This 1s a large and complex proposal and one of the only remammg rail corndors

conneeting Southeast Michigan to west Michigan While SCMCOG 1s concerned about the
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potential implications the transaction would have on mobility, safety. and accessibility for
existing and future levels of rail freight and passenger service, we are very encouraged by NS,
Watco, and Michigan Cential Railroad’s (MCR) efforts to address these concerns Of particular
interest 15 the ability and willingness of MCR, to maintain and allow for ¢nhancement in the
Ime’s level of utility
Specificallv, our organization 15 working with \S to mciease passenger rail service
between Ann Arbor and Detroit The project mcludes raid lmes owned by NS, Conrasi Shared
Assets, and Canadian National While the majonty of the NS portion will remain 1n 1ts
ownership under the proposed transaction, the section between Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti will be
owned and operated hy MCR SEMCOG 1s encouraged by NS's verbal commitment to be the
lcad 1aulroad on the entire CR/NS/Watco/MCR Ann Arbor to Detroit segment and to continue to
woik 1n good laith toward implementing commuter rail improvements
In addition, the Kalamazoo-Ypsilanti Iine 1s of concern 10 SEMCOG because 1t currently
accommodates Amtrak service and 15 a federally designated high-speed rail comdor In
anticipation of future plans. significant public investments have been made to the infrastructure
on the Amtrak-owned line west from Kalamazoo It 1s our understanding that NS/Watco/MCR
have been negotiating with Amirak on spectfic 1ssues related to maintenance and upgrade of the
line’s utility. incorporating Amirak input into the process and dispatching concerns It 1s our
further understanding that a signed agreement between NS/Watco/MCR and Amtrak s
imminent
SEMCOG 15 also aware that documents filed with the Surface Transportation Board by

NS and Watco mclude commutments for MCR to invest $20 nullion in capital improvements 1n
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the first 3 years of operation We understand that these improvements will provide benefits to
both freight and passenger service

SEMCOG 1s very encouraged by the cfforts of NS and its partners to expedite the

resolution of the concerns of Southcast Michigan, the State of Michigan, Amirak, labor unions,

and community Icaders prior to, or soon after, the proposed transaction 1s approved In a simular

fashion. 11 1s our cxpectation that NS and its partners will continue to work diligently with

SEMCOG and our partners to resolve 1ssues related to the Ann Arbor to Detroit passenger rail

project

I'hank vou for your consideration of this matter

Sincerely. %

Carmine Palombo, PE
Dairector. ‘I ransportation Programs
SEMCOG

CP ab



Karl Morell, Party of Record
Bail Jauk LLP

1455 I Street, NW, Suite 225
Washington, D C 20005

Daniel R Elhott 11, Party of Record
United Transportation Umion

14600 Detroit Avenue

Cleveland, O 44107-4250

Willhlam A Mullins. Party of Record
Baker & Miller PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 300
Washington, D C 20037

Carl M Miller, Non-Party
Miller Law Office

618 Professional Park Drive
New Haven, IN 46774

Honorable Carl Levin

United States Senator

269 Russell, Senate Otfice Building
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Pam Byrnes, Member of Congress
Michigan House of Representative 52™ District
124 X Capital Avenue, Office § 986

I ansing, MI 48933

Michael Whims

Michigan Association of Railroads Passengers
1014 Iroquois Boulevard

Royal Oak. M1 48067

Jettrey O Moreno, Party ot Record
Thompson Hine LLP

1920 N Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, D C 20036-1600

Honorable Martin J Gnffith
Michigan House of Representatives
PO Box 30014

Lansing, M1 48909

James Chit

Michigan Environmental Council
119 Pere Marquette, Suite 2A
Lansmg. MI 48912

Richard S Edelman

O’'Donnell Schwartz & Anderson PC
1900 L Strect NW. Suile 800
Washington, DC 20036

John Guidinger
760 Woodlawn
Jackson, MI 49203

Arthur Alan Sievers
402 Kratz Road
Monticello, IL 61856-2099

Michael Pavlina
23 Barn Swallow Road
l.ake Forest, IL 60045



Steve Holden
314 Cowley Avenue
E Lansing, M1 48823

Lawrence M 1lands
1067 Devonshire Road
Grosse Pointe park. M1 48230

Benjamin Casson Recchie
1297 E 60™ St.apt 1
Chicago. IL 60618

Ron Hirsch
345 W Fullerton Pkwy #2102
Chicago, IL 60614

Jeff Hazen
9325 Mesbott Road
Bloomington, MN 55437-1916

Micahel Yanvooren
144 Windy Acres Estates Drnive
Ballwin, MO 63021

Harvey [ Kahler
2041 W Birchwood Av. #2°
Chicago., IL 60645-2199

James Peter Masim
349 W Wolfram St
Chicago. IL 60657-5107

Gary Silverman
3705 N Damen Ave, Apt |
Chicago, IL 60618

Randolph Wb Becker
818 Thomas Street
Key West, - 33040-7337

Marjone Gillis
524 Granda Ave
St Joseph, MI 49085

Charles Freiberger
226 I Maple St
Villa Park, IL 60181-222]

Jamesn Cotton Pakala
1302 Manutenne Drive

Manchester. MO 63021-5627

John Dickson Langdon
16 £ 35Th St
Holland, MI 49423-7007



Robert Akers
622 W Barry Apt 32
Chrcago. IL 60657

David A ‘Tomzik
702 Brandon Placc
Wheeling, IL 60090

George W Linker
42046 Waterfall Rd
Northville, M1 48168-247

Gary Norman Stevens
1612 Iowa Street
Bloomington, IL 61701

Donald H Smuth

Sidley Austin Llp

1501 K Street, N'W
Washington, DC 20005

Jesse Aucrbach
520 Clinton
Oak Park, 1L 60304-1111

John A Pitt
1116 S lincoln
Park Ridge, IL 60068

George Schroeder
6 E Vandermeer Dr
Antiech, IL 60002

Donald Arthur Monteith
PO Box 756

Charlevoix, MI 49720-0756

Michael W O'Neal
593 Dunbar Terrace
Crete, IL 60417

G Paul Moates

Sudley Austin Llp

1501 K Street, N W
Washwngton, DC 20005

Honorable Mark Schauer
State Of Michigan

P O Box 30036, Capito]l Building. Room S-105

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Steven Kauffman
3654 lvanrest
Grandville, MI 49418

Kathleen W Newell
P O Box 19301
Detront, MI 48219-0301



Andrew M Bremer

All Aboard Ohio

309 South 4Th Street, Suite 304
Columbus, OH 43215-5428

LEdwards. John V
Norfolk Southern Corp
Three Commereial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

David McClain
United Agn Products
3386 OId 51
Croswell, MI 48422

1Y G Strunk Jr.

Creneral Chawrperson Utu
%17 Kilboumne Street
Bellevue. O 44811

James E Byrum

Michigan Agri-Business Association
1501 North Shore Drive. Suite A
East Lansig, M| 48823

Gonzales, Honorable Lee

Michigan House Of Representatives
P O Box 30014

l.ansing. MI 48909-7514

Kyle Lee l.ockwood
23438 72Nd Street
South [Taven. M1 49090

[Ionorable Barbara Byrum
Michigan House Of Representatives
P O Box 30014

l.ansing. MT 48909

Shawn Campbell
5683 Douglas
Kalamazoo, MI 49004

Robert Meisner
30200 Telegraph Road, Suite 467

Bingham Farms, MI 48025
lodd R Courts

Magic Steel Sales [ Ic
4242 Clay Sw

Grandrapids, MI 49548-3021

Ross B Capon

National Association Of Railroad Passengers
900 2Nd St Ne Suite 308

Washington, DC 20002

Kyle Lee Lockwood
23438 72Nd Street
South Haven, MI 49090

Tracey Burke
6233 N Niagara
Chicago, IL 60631



Chad R Berry
1323 Ashland Ave Ne
Grand Rapids, MI 49505

Eliot A Keller
1244 Devon Dr Ne
low Caty, IA 52240-9628

Meaghan Liebumn
7565 Huron River Dnive
Dexter, M1 48130

Bl T Maller
816 2 Kalamazoo Ave
Marshall. M1 49068

Nick Perry
4296-C Wilkic Way

Palo Alto,, CA 94306-4444

Chfford R Nicholson
11054 Hermenitt Dr
Delton, MI 49046

Clifford R Nicholson
11054 Ilermemitt Dr
Delton, MI 49046

Richard Kanter
2743 N Pme Grove
Chicago. IL 60614-6109

Joel R Klug
8501 Pokagon Rd
Berrien Center, MI 49102

Agnes Meneses
7025 N Caldwell
Chicago, IL 60646

Dr Patrick Francis Miller
2847 North Custer
Monroc, MI 48161

Dawvid J Norman
4685 N Michigan Ave
Saginaw, MI 48604

Chnis Newman
5517 N Spaulding
Chicago, IL 6025

Chnis Newman
5517 N Spaulding
Chicago, TL. 6025



Annis Pratt
1056 Larclea Dnive
Birmingham, Al. 48009

Joel Ruttle
2322 W Mineral St
Milwaukee, WI 53204

Tern L Schroeder
1340 Astor #1811
Ann Arbor, M1 48104

Don Silseth
12614 Mcclelland Ave
Grant, MI 49327-8979

Plyllis D Stutzman
307 STith St
Goshen, IN 46528-3715

Barb J Thoman
2157 Roblyn Avenue
St Paul, MN 55104-5027

Allen Ray Watters

6256 N Whipple St Apt #2

Chicago, IL 60659

Arun David Rao
926 S Brooks St #6
Madison, W1 53715

Dave Sachs
5950 S Brandtwood Court
Cudahy, W1 53110-3405

Joe Shacter
3752 N lL.eawitt St
Chicago, IL 60618-4809

Gregory Slade
3031 W I yndale St
Chicago, 1L 60647

Joseph C Szabo
3430 N Lake Shore Drive
Chicago, I1. 60657

Michael Washenko
31 Miller
Mt Clemens, MI 48043-2223

Henry C Wulft
2714 Springmeadow Ln
Harhngen, TX 78550



Earle Douglas Shelner
236 10 Mile Rd Nw
Sparta, MI 49345

Honorable Lee Gonzales

Michigan Ilousc Of Representatives
P O Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909-7514

Jeanmine Hayden
1453 Macgregor Lane
Ann Arbor, M1 48105

Kathy C Oppenhuizen
8135 Olive Trail’
West Olive, MI 49460

Shelley L Padnos

Lows Padnos Iron & Metal Company
P O Box 1979

Holland., MI 49422-1979

Nancy D Poore
3221 Bahson Court
Indianapohis, IN 46268

W Dawvid Randall
401 Alton Street
Alton. IL 62002-2437

Dan Combs

Rsde Of Michigan
1775 Holloway Dnive
Holt, MI 48842

Andrew Thomas Gracefta
165 York Road
Fairfield, CT 06825

Michae! I. Kilcullen
PO Box 7371
Champaign, IL 41826

Shelley E Padnos

Louis Padnos Iron & Metal Company
PO Box 1979

ilolland, MI 49422-1979

John Pauwels

Robert Weed Plywood Corp
PO Box 487

Bnistol, IN 46507-0487

‘Thomas Spade
0060 Polk St
Hudsonwille, M1 49426

Roberi L Prerce, Jr

Graphic Packaging International, Inc
835 Franklin Court, Suite 1-A
Marietta, GA 30067



Ana Acena
5240 N Glenwood Ave #2
Chicago, IL 60640

Eleanor Bachmann
5443 N Kenwood Ave
indianpolis, IN 46208

Dana James Behm
9383 E Michigan Ave
Jackson, MI 49201

Jan A Burland
4950 West Dickman Road
Batile Creek, M1 49037

Gena Duncan
10109 Goshen Road
Fort Wayne, IN 46818

Sarah Feinstein
2922 N Sacramento Ave #2
Chicago, IL 60618

Pam [Fischer
1344 Russell St
Green Bay, W1 54304

John Kerr Anderson
845 Saint Andrews Road
Sagnimaw, M[ 48638

Robert Banke
1537 Rogers Ct
Dekalb, 11. 60115-2021

Ken Brown
2539 N Lowell Ave
Chicago, IL 60639

Timoth & Jan Dwyer
97 W Ellen Ave
Cortland, IL 601124119

Dinda Evans
PO Box 178695
San Dhego, CA 92117-3819

Stephamie Feyne
P O Box 230582
New York, NY 10023

Robert E Greenlese
305 Ldgerton Drive
Walerville, OH 43566-1211



Noah D Hall
102 Culver Road
Ann Harbor. M1 48103

John A Heintz
1620 N Honore Street
Chicago, IL 60622-1301

Knstin Hurley
13243 Aubrey St
Poway, CA 92064

Mark James
1628 Brewster Road
Indhanapolis, IN 46260

Dr Mha Atma S Khalsa
1536 Crest Dr
[ os Angeles, CA 90035

Jamie Knill
2752 Union St
Lake Station, IN 46405

Kimberly Mae Lowe
612 Sycamorc Mill Drive

Gahanna, OH 43230-2262

Kevin § Hall

1845 South Michigan Avenue

Chicago, II. 60616

Laura Herndon
125 N Brigton St #231
Burbank, CA 91506

Gl Tty
5413 N Lakewood Ave
Chicago, II. 60640

Karish Kirk
3231 Bradshire Court
Bloomington. IN 47401

Victoria Louise Kovan
19972 Shrewsbury
Detroat, M1 48221

Dale l.acognata
6244 Dover Ct
Fishers, IN 46038

B Lytes
6715 Ene St
Sylvania, 1A OII



JelT Marun
3424 N Elaine P|
Chicago, IL 60657

Julia O'Donnell
2539 W Argyle 5t
Chicago. Il 60625

John A Pitt
1116 S [ incoln
Park Ridge, 1L 60068

Lisa M Rosier
83Y5 N Seneca Rd
I'ox Point. W1 53217

Mark H Salamon
18 Shore Dnive
Harwich, MA 02645-1603

John Allen
1186 l.ast Main St
Galesburg, IL 61401

George Beck
13565 Mccarthy Road
Lemont, II 60439

Mary L Mclaughlin
1200 II1ll Road
Winnetka, IL 60093

Karl Peet
1960 N Semmary Ave Apt 15
Cheiago. IL 60614

Caley 1 Powell
7185 Clark Point Road
Winnnceconne, W1 54986

David Ruch 1
208 Ne Moroe Circle N 102C
St Petersburg, FL 33702

John And Carolyn Sanderson
1400 London Lane
Glenview, IL 60025

Denise Asbrand
10211 W Barr
Pecotone. IL 60468

Gary Adams Benjamin
220 Bagley
Detroat, MI 48226-1400



Cassidy Boulan
2414 Connecticut
Royal Oak, M1 48073

Ron Caldwell
315 Janet Drive
Centralia, IL. 62801

Jenntter Cassell
1452 W Argyle St
Chicago, IT. 60640

Stepehn Donnelly
6 Pincbrook Drive
Easthampton, MA 01027-9723

James Greenwood
1507 Ash St
Highland, IL 62249-2253

Jack Ishcomer
PO BOX 213
Villa Grove, Il. 61956

Chris M McCurry
410 West North Street
Bingdoen, IL 61410-1029

Dale Lynn Burkhalter
3K63 N Van Buren
Bradley, 1. 60914-1429

Suzanne Carlson
2679 Stewart Ave
Evanston, IL 60201

[.1sa Diment
3529 N Nordica
Chicago, 1. 6634

Anna Glenn
5627 N Wayne
Chicago, II. 60660

Robert Joseph Heiligenthal
21 Washington
Darien, W153114-1572

Gary John Kuenzle
1001 W York St
Oak Creek, W1 53154

Lydia Morken
20 W Berteau Aavenue Apt 'W
Chicago, II. 60618



Steven C Mont
263 Phillips St
Galesburg. IL 61401

I.orne Beatty
573 N\ Maxfield Road
Brighton. MI 48114

Bev-Dave [lannon
6049 1801'h Ave
Anamosa, [A 52205

Shane Howard Nodurft
4025 North Pulask: Road
Chicago.. IT 60641-2457

Gloria Prechetu
5§53 W Qukdale
Chicago, IL 60657-5753

Joe & Betty Amore
309 1. Maple
Villa Park. 1L 60181-2224

James R Richardson
2236 S Ritter Ave
Indianapolis, IN 46203

John Howard Barry
7392 Galena Rd
Bnistol, Il 60512

Conception Gonzalez
208 Ne Monroe Cirele N
St Petersbury. FL 33702

J Ellen Iillent
1265 N Wolcott #21°
Chicago, . 60622

John Q'Brien
1429 Mangold Lane
Minooka, OH 60447

Shawn Rorke-Davis
303 T Orange Dnive
Phoemx. AZ 85012

Jean S Hocgler
119 School St
Villa Park. 1. 60181

Aixa Ruch
13622 71'h Ave Circle Ne
Bradcbuh, FL 34212



Dave Ruch
13622 7Th Ave Circle Ne
Bradenton, I'[. 34212

Liscite Ruch
13622 7Th Ave Circle Ne
Bradenton, F1. 34212

Roger Wayne Snively
526 S Sall St
Macon, IL 62544

Michael Stickel
90 Quincy Shore Dr
Quincy, MA 02171

I'mothy I-rances Vana
4518 Marcy Strect
Omaha. NE 68106

Margarct J Welke
410 Clemons Avenue
Madison, WI 53704

David Wickman
1031 15 Gorham St
Madison, WI 53703

Elizabeth Ruch
700 Melrose Ave J34
Winterpark, F1. 32789

Barry Seth
1355 Wilmot Road
Deerfield. IL 60015-2069

Vincent G Steeb
2122 Webb St
Indianapolis, IN 46225

Robert Tuchek
PO Box 1396
QOckmos. MI 48805-1396

| homas M Walters
2900 Sr A1A Apt 109
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233

Bruce R Wheeler
113 Blue Gill Ln
Pooler, GA 31322-8200

David Wickman
1031 E Gorham St
Madison, WI 53703



Sundee Wislow
1643 W Cortland
Chicago, IL. 60622

Nicole Zandarsk)
1517 Natalie
Ann Arbor, MI 48105

Kristian Zoerholl
21 John M Boor Dr
Gilbertsl, 1L 60136

Jones, Honorable Robert B
Michigan Iouse Of Representatives
PO 30014

[.ansing, MI 48909-1785

Martin Tangora
4636 N Magnolha Ave
Chicago. IL 60640-4902

Pat Mckee
1522 29Th St
Des Moines. IA 50311

C B KnappenIn

Knappen Milling Company
110 Southwater

Augusta, MI 49012

Marck Wolniewicz
1931 N Verde Drive
Arlington Hgts, IL 60004

Jaime Zaplatosch
3146 W Walnut
Chicago, IL 60612

Kestenbaum, Lawrence
Washtenaw County Michigan
" O Box 8645

Ann Arbor, MI 48107

Arran L Thomson
4613 Ne 19Th Ave
Portland, OR 9721 1-5807

Hennetta Saunders
59 Park Dnive
Glenview, I1. 60025

Don Brown

Ilat Rock Bagging
233 Prospect Street
Sparta, MI 49345

John E Giles
5300 Broken Sound Blvd , Nwsound
Boca Raton, 1L 33487-3529



Lou Ann Wildey
2566 Walton Blvd Apt 433
Rochester Hills, MI 48309

Harold A Ross

Gen Counscl, Brotherhood Of Locomotive Engineers

23195 Stoneybrook Drive
North Olmsted, Ol 44070

Gordon I’ Macdougall

1025 Connecticut Avenue, Nw, Suite 919

Washington, DC 20036

Cotton Enterprises

Suite D

61383 South Mighway 97
Bend, OR 97702-2100

Moran, Michael

Ann Arbor Charter Township
3792 Pontiac Lrail

Ann Arbor, MI 481035-9656

Honorable Martin J Gnffin
Michigan House Of Representatives
P O Box 30014

Lansing, M1 48909

Nisan Chavkmn
920 Sherman Avenue
Evanston. 1L 60202-1704

Honorable Jennufer M Granholm
Oftice Of The Governor

P O Box 30013

Lansing, M1 48909

Donald IT Smith

Siudley Austin Llp

1501 K Street, N W
Washington, DC 20005

Tern Blackmore

Washtenaw Area | ransportation Study
705 North Zeeb Road. 2Nd Floor

Ann Arbor, Ml 48103-1560

Mayor Gretchen Driskell
The Ciy Of Sahne

100 North Harms Street
Saline, MI 48176-1642

Moran, Michacl

Ann Arbor Charter Township
3792 Pontiac [rail

Ann Arbor, MI 48105-9656

Retugo Padilla
7710 Lavergne Ave
Burbank, IL. 60459-1526

Patrick B Gibbons
4136 Sherwood Forest Dr
Traverse City, M1 49686



Jason Myers
104 Dogwood Dr
Clemson, SC 29631

Nan I' Wemnetle
1426 Frankhn St Se
Grand Rapids. MI 49505-3330

Jason John Bitltner
2534 Kendall Avenue
Madison, W1 §3705-3847

Donald Bourisaw
4317 Kettle Moraine Drive Apt |A
Kalamazoo, MI 49048

Roger Clark
PO Box 189
Grand Island. NE 68802-0189

David W Corless
10 Bernard Drive
Conway, AR 72032-9053

Sue Eberhardt
780 Prammie Ridge Dr
Woodstock, IL IL

Betsy G Winkelman
3132 Shadydale Lanc
West Bloomficld, MT 48323-1854

Steve Phillips
3328 N Hamlin Ave #2
Chicago, TL 60618

David Boulanger
105 S Oak Park Avenue
Oak Park, IL 60302

Kevin Brubaker
1039 S Humphrey
Qak Park, IL 60304

Leonard Hudson Conly
1252 Gilman Street
Berkeley, CA 94706-2353

Denise Dean
315564 Lorraine Ave
Warrenville, 1L 60555

Fidelia Games-Mitchell
10059 S Perry
Chicago. IL 60628



Michael Dewey Gevez
8698 Robinwood Circle E
Shelby I'wp, M1 48317-1450

Ryan Gnffin-Stegink
718 Clark St
Evanston, IL 60201

Ehizabeth Tumer
815 E Mitchell
Petoskey St, M1 49770

Ann E Feency, Mayor
305 S Main St Suite 100
Chelsea, M]1 48118

Shirley M Gorski
17259 Dons St
Livonia, MT 48152

Gary ITayden
1453 Macgregor Ln
Ann Arbor, MI 48105-2835

Andrew Kaplan
1058 N Wolcott #2
Chicago, IL 60622

Macdougail. Gordon P
1025 Connccticut Avenue. Nw, Suite 919
Washington, DC 20036



