BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Finance Docket No. 35063

MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILWAY, LLC — ACQUISITION AND OPERATION
EXEMPTION — LINES OF NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY

MICHIGAN STATE SENATOR MARK SCHAUER’S
COMMENTS TO PETITION TO REVOKE CLASS EXEMPTION

I, Mark Schauer, State Senator for the 19™ District of Michigan, respectfully submit to
the Surface Transportation Board my Comments with regard to this Petition and the proposed
acquisition by Michigan Central Railway, LLC, of certain rail lines currently owned and

operated by Norfolk Southern Railway Company in Michigan.

Good faith discussions have continued in the months since this Petition for Exemption
was filed. I am encouraged by the progress that has been made among the various interested
parties both to build positive working relationships and also to put in place legally enforceable
guarantees regarding the effectiveness, safety, and maintenance of these lines, the impact on
Amtrak operations and passengers, the impact on agribusiness and other customers along the

lines, and the impact on the workers and families who will be affected by the acquisition.

I understand that a contract has today been entered into between Michigan Central and
Amtrak to ensure the maintenance of, and future improvements to, passenger rail service in

Michigan.
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[ further understand that discussions are continuing between labor representatives and
representatives from Michigan Central, Norfolk Southern, and Watco regarding the impact this
proposed transaction will have on Michigan workers. As set forth as Rail Transportation Policy
at 49 U.S.C. 10101(11), “In regulating the railroad industry, it is the policy of the United States
Government...to encourage fair wages and safe and suitable working conditions in the railroad
industry.” I request that protections for workers in accordance with 49 U.S.C. 10101(11) and
also the Federal Railway Labor Act be included as conditions of STB approval of this Petition,
as well as the results from ongoing negotiations which I hope will be resolved before the date the
STB issues its decision. The importance of this rail line to Michigan’s economy requires that we

have a reliable, skilled, experienced workforce to carry out its operations.
Thank you for your consideration and attention to these most recent and ongoing events.

Respectfully submitted,

Mark H. Schauer

State Senator — 19'" District
Michigan Senate

P.O. Box 30036

Lansing MI 48909

Dated: September 18, 2007
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 18" day of September, 2007, copies of Michigan State
Senator Mark Schauer’s Comments to Petition to Revoke Class Exemption were served via first-
class mail, postage pre-paid, upon the following:

Morell, Karl

Ball Janik LLP

1455 F Street NW Suite 225
Washington, DC 20005

Elliott III, Daniel R

United Transportation Union
14600 Detroit Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44107-4250

Mullins, William A

Baker & Miller PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Ave, N.-W.
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037

Carl M Miller

Miller Law Office

PO Box 332

New Haven, IN 46774

Levin, Honorable Carl
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Honorable Pam Byrnes
Michigan House Of
Representatives 52nd District
P. O. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909

Whims, Michael J.
Michigan Association Of
Railroad Passengers

1014 Troquois Boulevard
Royal Oak, M1 48067

Moreno, Jeffrey O
Thompson Hine LLP

1920 N Street, Nw, Suite 800
Washington, Dc 20036, DC
20036-1600

Honorable Martin J. Griffin
Michigan House Of
Representatives

P. O. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909

James Clift

Michigan Environmental
Council

119 Pere Marquette, Suite 2A
Lansing, MI 48912

Ross, Harold A.
Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers And Trainmen
1370 Ontario Street,

Mezzanine
Cleveland, OH 44113

Edelman, Richard S
O'Donnell Schwartz &
Anderson PC

1900 L Street NW Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

Palombo, Carmine
Southeast Michigan Council
of Governments

525 Griswold, Suite 300
Detroit, MI 48226

John H Guidinger
760 Woodlawn
Jackson, M1 49203

G. Paul Moates

Sidley & Austin LLP
1501 K Street N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Mark Schauer, State Senator
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