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February 21, 2008

BY HAND DELIVERY

Victoria Rutson

Chief

Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S W — Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20423

Re: STB Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No. 1X). Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC -- Abandonment Exemption -- In Weld County, Colorado

Dear Ms. Rutson

Attached please find 10 copies of the Environmental Report and Historic Report
in the above-captioned matter. Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC expects to filc its
Notice of Exemption in this matter on or shortly after March 12, 2008

Karl Morell
Enclosures Office ED
FEB 22 2008
Puble et ord

PoiriLany, ORLGUN WhasHINGTON, D C RBean, ORBEGON



EXHIBIT D

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R. SECTION 1105.7)

~ DOCKET NO. AB-857 (SUB-NO. 1X)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO, LLC
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

1. Proposed Actions and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action,
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line
and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in the current
opcrations or maintenance practices. Also describe any rcasonable alternatives to
the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delineating the project.

Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") proposcs to abandon its
Weclty Branch located between milcpost 0.0 at Johnstown, Colorado and milepost 6 2, at
Welty, n Weld County Colorado, totaling approximately 6 2 miles (the "Linc") Upon
receipt of abandonment authonty, GWRC intends to remove the rail, track matenals, and
Cross ties.

During the remaoval of the track and track materials, GWRC docs not anticipate
the use of any access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing
public and private access roads and the GWRC nght-of-way should be needed to
facilitate thc salvage operattons In addition, there arc no plans of disturbing the
underlying roadbed. There are no bndges to be removed and no surrounding waterways

The Line has not been used for local traffic in over 20 years and no maintenance
has been performed on any portion of the Line. The Line 1s stub-ended and not capable
of handling overhead traffic. Therefore, the proposed abandonment will not change rail
freight operations or maintenance practices on this Line.

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and pass
the opportunity costs of retaining the Line to all other GWRC customers. Obviously, this
would not bc a prudent use of GWRC's resources. The Line s in extrcmely poor
condition.

A map of the proposed abandonment 1s attached as Exhibat 1.

2. Transportation System. Describe the effects of the proposed action
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traffic (passenger and freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems
or modes as a result of the proposed action.

No passenger or freight traffic will be diverted to other modes as a result of the
proposed abandonment No local traffic has moved over the Line 1n over 20 years and
the Linc 1s not capable of handling overhcad traffic. Therefore, the proposed
abandonment will have no adverse cffects on local or regional transportation systems or
patterns

3. Land Use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional
planning agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by
such agencies, state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use
plans. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on the consultation with the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land. (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated
coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by §1105.9. (iv) If the
proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable
for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10905 § and explain why.

() GWRC 1s confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with
local land use plans. GWRC contacted the local government of Weld County. See
Exhibit 2 To date, no response to this inquiry has been recetved A copy of this Report
1s being supplied to the Weld County Commuissioners for their information and comment.

(1) GWRC contacted the Natural Resource and Conservation Service
(“NRCS™) and requested assistance in identifying any potential effects on prime
agncultural land See Exhibit 3. In its response, NRCS noted that the "potential tmpact
on pnime agncultural land will be none " See Exhibit 3

(m)  The Line does not pass through a designated coastal zone.

(v)  The nght-of-way mnvolved does not appear to be suitable for alternative
public use other than as a recreational trail since 1t is located, for the most part, 1n a rural,
sparscly populated area No State or local entity has expressed an interest in the right-of-
way

4. Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on
transportation of energy resources. (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on
recyclable commodities. (iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an
increase or decrease in overall energy efficiency and explain why. (iv) If the
proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: (A)
1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for
any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy
consumption and show data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.



(1) Thc proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of
energy resources

(1)  The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of
recyclable commoditics

(1)  The proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on overall energy
efficiency since no local traffic has moved over the Linc 1 over 20 years and the Line is
not capable of handling overhead traffic Any traffic that previously moved over the Line
has long ago been transferred erther to other modes or other routings

(iv)  The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of any rail traffic
to motor carmage since no local traftic has been handled over the Line in many years and
the Line is not capable of handling overhead traffic.

5. Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) An increase
in rail traffic of at lcast 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the
proposal, or {B) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent (measured
by carload activity), or (C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10
percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on amy affected road
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air cmissions. For a proposal under 49
U.S.C. § 10901 (or 10502) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a
previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day provision in subsection
(5XD(A) will apply. (i) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment
area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either: (A) An increase in rail traffic
of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at
least three trains a day on any segment of rail line, (B) An increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) An average
increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50
vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected increased
emissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation Plan.
However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 US.C. § 10505), or
a casc involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only
the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. (iil) If transportation of
ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and frecon) is contemplated,
identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices
(including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozonme depleting
matcrials in the event of a collision or derailment.

(1) The proposed abandonment will not result in mecting or exceeding these
thresholds .



(1)  The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding these
thresholds.

(in) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone
depleting matenals

6. Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item 5(i) of this scction
are surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental
increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) An increase to a noise
level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools,
libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the
project area, and quantify the noise increase for thesc receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed.

Not applicable

7. Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public
health and safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). (ii) If
hazardous matcrials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.
(iif) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those
sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

(1) The proposed abandonment will have no detnmental effects on public
health and safety.

(1)  The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of
hazardous matenals

(m) GWRC 1s unaware of any hazardous waste sites or sites where hazardous
spills have occurred on or along the nght-of-way

8. Biological Resources. (i) Bascd on consultations with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as critical habitat, and if so,
describe the effects. (ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or
State parks or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

(1) GWRC notified the U.S Fish and Wildhfe Service ("FWS") of the
proposed abandonment and requested assistance in determining whether endangered or
threatened species or areas designated as a crnitical habitat are hkely to be adversely



affected See Exhibit 4 According to FWS, there 1s no designated cntical habitat 1n
Weld County. FWS also supplied GWRC a list of endangered and threatencd species 1n
Weld County but was unable to provide site-specific information See Exhibit 4 To the
best of GWRC's knowledge, none of the 1dentified species can be found directly on the
nght-of-way and given the nature of the planned salvage operation, 1t 1s very unlikely that
any endangered or threatened specics will be harmed  If, however, any of the endangered
or threatened species is cncountered during salvage operations, GWRC will consult
turther with FWS A copy of this Report 1s being supplied to FWS for 1ts information
and further comment

(n)  There are ho wildlife sanctuanes or refuges, National or Statc parks or
forcsts along the Line that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.
Nevertheless, GWRC contacted the National Park Scrvice ("NPS™) of the proposed
abandonment and requested assistance 1n 1dentifying any potential effects on wildhfe
sanctuarics or refuges. Nattonal or State parks or forests. See Exhibit 5. NPS had no
comments See Exhibit 5 A copy of this Report 1s being supphed to NPS for s
information and comment.

9, Water. (i) Based on consultation with the State water quality
officials, state whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal,
State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on
consultation with the Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits under section
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action
and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected.
Describe the effects. (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) arc required for the proposed action.

(1) GWRC 1s confident the proposed abandonment will not be inconsistent
with applicable water quality standards The Line docs not cross any bodies of water and
the salvage opcrations will have no impact on water quality in thc area Nevertheless,
GWRC contacted the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
("CDPHE") and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA") concerning this
matter requesting assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment 1s
consistent with applicable Federal, State, or local water quality standards See Exhibit 6
To date, no responses have been received A copy of this Report 1s being supplied to
CDPHE and EPA for their information and comment.

(n) GWRC contacted the Corps of Engineers ("Corps™) conccrning these
matters. See Exhibit 7. According to the Corps, the Line is not located m a designated
floodplain. The Corps noted that the "only potentially junsdiction waters of the Umted
States near the hine are the Hillsboro Ditch and a small ephemeral tnbutary that flows to
the ditch." See Exhibit 7 The Hillsboro Datch 1s located to the southeast of Johnstown
whereas the Line extends from Johnstown to the west. At 1its closest location, the Line 1s
approximately one mile from thc Hillsboro Ditch. Consequently, GWRC bclieves the
proposed abandonment will not require the 1ssuance of any permuts under Section 404 of



the Clean Water Act A copy of this Report 1s being supplied to the Corps for its
information and further comment

(m) GWRC beheves the proposcd abandonment will not require the 1ssuance
of any permit under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act GWRC contacted the EPA
concermng this matter and requested assistance mn 1dentifying any potential effects on
applicable water quality standards and determining whether the proposed abandonment 1s
consistent with applicable Federal, State, or local water quality standards. See Exhibit 6
To date, no response to this inquiry has been received A copy of this Report 1s being
supplied to the EPA for 1ts information and comment

10.  Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to
mitigate adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriate.

GWRC does not anticipate any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. GWRC will, of
course, adhere to any rcmedial actions suggested by the recipients of this Report and
required by the Board
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September 21, 2007

Weld County Commuissioncers
PO Box 758
Greeley. CO 806732

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-Noe. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLLC —-Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
O

Dear Sir/Madam

Girealt Western Rallway of Colorado, 1.1 C (“GWRC™) 1s planning to file 2 Notice of
Exemption wath the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"). on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC 1o abandon 1ts 6 2-mile hine of railroad located between milepost 0.0, at Johnstown, and
mulepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant o the S I'B's environmental regulations at 49 C F R, Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action su that you may assist us i identifying any potential eifects on
existing land us¢ plans  We must determine whether the proposed abandonment is inconsistent
with existing land use plans

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer  We would also appreciate you providing us with a wntten response so that we
can forward 1t to the STB

Pt sn Lo Wastuneaon DO Dy O



BALL JANIK 110

Scptember 21, 2007
Pape 2

Thank you i advance for your prompt assistance  If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact e

Smcerely,

Aol N

Karl Morell
Attomney for
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC
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September 21, 2007

State Conservatiomst

USDA Natural Resoucce Conservation Service
655 Pariut Street

Room E-200C

Lakewood, CO 8021 5-8000)

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LIL.C --Abandonment Exemplion---In Weld County,
Cco

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LEC (“*GWRC™) 1s planning to fite 4 Notied o0
lixemption with the Surface Transportatton Board ("S'TB"), on or about November .5 200
GWRC to abandon 1ts 6.2-mile hine of rajiroad located between mailepost 6 0. at ki beywen s 0w
mulepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonine it -
attached.

Pursuant to the STI3's environmental regulations at 49 CF R, Part FIOS, wea n o ie s
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us 1 dentifying any potential effect » o ve
agncultural land.

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any commen s o
may wish to offer  We would also appreciate you providing us with a written respoise ihat we
can forward 1t to the STB

PPunin ANy ORLeon Wasunniroe 12 (. L3FNn Onuaw
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Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance  If you have any questions concerning

this matter, please contact me
y W

Karl Morell
Attomey for
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC



United States Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservalion Service
655 Parfet Street Room E200C
Lakewood, Colorado 80215

NOV 16 2007

Mr. Karl Morell

Ball Jamk LLP

1455 F Street NW, Suite 225
Washinglon, DC 20005

Re Docket No AB-357 (Sub-No 1), Great Western Rarlway of Colorado, LLC- Abandonment
Exemption—In Weld County, CO

Dear Mr Morell
This 1s 1n response to your letter dated September 21, 2007, on the proposed abandenment 1n
Weld County Based on the limsted information recerved 1n regards to the location of this

proposal, we can only surmise that the potential impact on prime agricultural land will be none

Abhandonment of the existing rarlroad cormnder will not. of and by 1tself, have any impact on
adjoining agncultural Jands

If you have any questions or concerns, please. call Gary Finstad, Resource Conservatiomist. at
(720)544-2820

Sincerely.

Mo e

ALLEN GREEN
State Conservatiomst

Helping PPeaple [Help the T and

An Fqual Cipportunaty | mplover and Provider
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Scptember 21, 2007

U.S Fish and Wildhfe Service
P O Box 25486

Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
Co

Dear Sir'Madam

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC (“GWRC™) 1s planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-mile linc of railroad located between milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant to the STB's cnvironmental regulations at 49 C F R., Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us m determining whether it 1s likely to
adversely affect endangered or threatened specics or areas designated as a cntical habitat

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a wnitten response so that we
can forward 1t to the STB

Poitniann OwrGon WasHieaion 1V C BLND ORronN
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September 21, 2007
Page 2

Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance [ you have any questions concermng
this matter, please confact me

Sincerely

Aol Wt

Karl Morell
Attorney for
Great Western Ralway of Colorado, LLC



United States Department of the Interior

FISIT AND WILDLIFE SIFRVICL
I‘'eclogical Services
Colorado Field OfTice
PO Box 25486, DIFC (65412
Denver, Colorado 80225-048

IN RLPLY REFFR 10
ES/CO T&LE/Last
TAILS 65412-2007-1A-0004

Karl Morell

Atlorney fﬁm' ~8 T
Ball Januk LLP1455 I Street, NW, Suite 225

Washington, D C 20005

Dear Karl Moreil

This rcﬁponds to your letter of September 21, 2007 concerning  Docket No. AB-857(Sub-
No.1), Great Western Railway of Colorade, [.LC — Abandonment Exemption — In Weld
County, Colorado. The enclosed hist is presented under the authority conferred to the U S
I-ish & Wildhfe Service (Scrv:ce% by the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (IESA), as
amcnded (16 US C 1531 cf seq

I"'nclosed 15 a list of Federal endangered, threatened, proposed and candidate species

occurning 1n Colorade  The hist for Weld County may be used as a basis for determimin

specics potentially present in the arca Due to staffing constraints, the Colorado Field Office

cannot provide you with site-specific information or provide recommendations regarding

?plions under the Lindangered Species Act  There 15 no designated critical habitat 1n Weld
~ounty

On February 2. 2005 the U $ T'ish and Wildlife Service issued a finding on a petition to
dehst Preble’s  Because of the complexity involved. the Service has extended its original
proposal  Until a linaf determination 1s made, Preble's remains protected under ESA

If we can be of further assistance, please contact Adam Misztal, of the Colorado Field Office,
at (303) 236-4753 or at emal adam_misztal@fws gov

Sincercly,

Susan C Lanner

! Colorado I1eid Supervisor

Enclosure



Colorado Ficld Office County List
Updated August 2007

i I I
Symbols
*  Walter depletions m the Upper Colorado River and San Juan River Basins.
may affect the species and/or criucal habitat in downstream reaches 1n other states
A Waitcr depletions in the South Platte River may affect the species and/or cnitical habitat in
downstream reaches n other states
©  There 1s designated cnitical habitat for the species within the county
T ‘Threatened
I Endangered
P Proposced
X Il'xperimental
C_ Candidate

For addittonal information contact U S Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado Freld Office. PO

Box 25486 DFFC (MS 65412), Denver, Colorado 80225-0486, telephone 303-236-4773

US Fish and Wildlhife Service, Western Colorado Field Office, 764 Horizon Drive, Building B,
_Grand lunction, Calorado 81306, telephone 970-243-2778

Species . _ | Scientific Name Status
ADAMS
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripcs E |
lcast tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Stnx occidentalis jucida T
Palhd sturpeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
| Pipmg plover A Charadrius mclodus _ T
| Preble’s meadow jumping mouse 7 apus hudsonius preblei _ T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis ) T
_Whooping cranc A L Grus amertcana E
ALAMOSA L )
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgrpes E
| Canada lynx Lynx canadensis _ F
Mecxican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Southwestern willow flycatcher ) Empidonax traillu extimus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus _ C
ARAPAHOE ) i
Black-footed ferret ) Mustela nigripes B
Lcast tern (interior population) A _ Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida _ T
_Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus i E




Piping plover A L -C_haradnu.s melodus

Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsomus prebler

Ute ladies’-tresses orchid

Whooping cranc A

ARCHULETA

Spianthes diluvialis

{ Grus americana

el L T e

Black-tooted flerret

Canada lynx

Mustela nignipes

Lynx canadensis

Colorado pitkeminnow*

Mexican spotted owl

Prychocheilus lucius

Strix occidentalis lucida

Pagosa skyrocket

Ipomopsis polyantha

Razorback sucker*

Southwestern willow flycaicher

Xyrauchen texanus

Empidenax trallu extimus

Yellow-bitled cuckoo

(‘occy.zus americanus

CEpEic = (m| =< tm

Least tern (anterior population) A )

Stemnula antillarum

Pallhid sturgeon A

Scaphirhynchus albus

BACA
Arkansas darter I'thcostoma cragim c
Blach-footed ferret Mustela nignpes E
lesser praine chicken _____ | Iympanuchus pallidicinctus C
BENT .
Arkansas darter _Ethcostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret N Mustela mgnpes E
[.east lern (intenior population) __| Sternula antillarum E
_Lesser praine chicken T ympanuchus pallidicinctus C
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
BOULDER i )
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colurado butterily plant Gaura neomexicana spp coloradensis T
Cireenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias r |\
Least tern (interior population) A Sternuta antillarum E_ |
Mexican spotied owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus I
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius prebler T
Slender moonwort ___ | Botrychium Imcare C ]
Ute ladics’-tresses Spiranthes diluviahs T
Whooping cranc A X Grus amencana E_
'BROOMFIELD _ B
Black-footed ferrel Mustela mgripes E
Colorado butterily plant Gaura neomexicana spp _coloradensis r




Piping ploverA Charadrius metodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsomus prebler T
Ute ladies™-tresses orchud Spiranthes diluvialis r
| Whooping crane A Grus amencana E
 CHAFFEE .
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis _ T
Mextcan spoticd owl Strix occidentalis lucida T ]
Uncompahgre frititlary butterfly Bolona acrocnema . __|E
CHEYENNE - 1
Arkansas darter Ethcostoma cragimi o C
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgripes _____lE |
Lesscr praine chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
CLEAR CREFK ]
Bald cagle Halaectus leucocephalus 1
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis |\ r
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias . T
Least tem (intertor population) A Sternula antillarum ) E_ |
| Mcxican spotted owl Stnx occidentahs lucida T
| Pallid sturgcon A Scaphirhynchus albus E |
Piping plover A Charadnus melodus T
Slender moonwort Botrychium lincare o C
Whooping cranc A Grus aincricana E i
CONEJOS I
| Bluck-fooled ferret Mustela mgripes E
| Canada fynx Lynx canadensis I
Mexican spotied owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
Southwestern willow {lycatcher Lmpidonax traillin extimus I
Yellow-hilled cuckoo Coceyzus americanus c
| COSTILLA
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgnipes e
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
| Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida I & A
Southwestern willow flycaicher Emprdonax traillu extimus E |
Yellow-hslled cuckoo Coccysus americanus _ . 1c
CROWLEY . ]
_Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragint L C
Black-footed ferret Muslcla nigripes o B
Least tern (interntor population) Sternula anullarum . ___\E_ ]
Lesser praine chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C




Pawnu montane shapper

Pln-lgg plove-r o Charadnus mélo_dus .
CUSTER _ T
Canada lynx _ Lynx canadensis ) I
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias |
Mexican spotted owl L Strix oceidentalis lucida r
(DELTA T
Black-footed ferret L Mustela nigripes ) E
Bonytail L _Gila clegans L _|E
Canada bynx "Lynx canadensis _ [
Clay-loving wild buchwheat ) Eriogonum pn..lmuphllum I N )
C ulur.ldn pikeminnowt® o Ptychocheilus lucius e
[ Humphack chub _ Gila cypha E
Ruzorback suckery' . Xyrauchen texanus o Al
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus 4T
Yellow-billed cuchoo Coccyzus americanus C
DENVER _ _ i
Least tern (intenior populaton) A Sternula antllarum __ lE__
Palld sturgeon A N | Scaphirhynchus albus _ E
Piping ploverA ~ Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius prebler . I
the lddlCS -tresses orchid i Spiranthes diluvialis T
_Whoun ng cranc A (irus americana ) E
 DOLORES T
Bonytail* . [ Gila clegans E
Canada lyn\ | Lvnx canadensis I
Colorado pitkerminnow™ o Plyt,hm.hcllus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha i L
Mexican spotied owl Strix occrdentahs lucida T
Razorbach sucker* Xyrauchen texanus =~ i 12 -
Southwestern willow {lycatcher Empmdonax trailln extunus .
Uncompahgre intillary butterlly Bolorta acrocnema _ E
Yellow-hilled cuckoo Cocey/us amernicanus C
DOUGLAS - B |
Black- footed ferret . Mustcla mgnpes ___ __1E
Colorado butterlly plant Gaura necomexicana spp coloradensts | T |
Greenback cutthroat trout i Oncorhynchus clarkistomias [T |
[ Least tern (inlerior pupulatmn) A _Sternula antillarum } RE
Mexican. spotted owl Strix ocerdentalis lucida r
| Pallid sturgcon A Scaphirhynchus albus I 1
Hesperia leonardus montana T




I’lpm;.', plover A

Charadrius melodus

Preble’s meadow jumping mouses Zapus hudsonius prebles AT 1
Ute ladies™tresses orchid Spiranthes dituviahs r
Whouping cranc A _| Grus amenicana N E ]
EAGLE i . - ]
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgripes ~ B
Bonytail* _ | Cila elegans E
Canada lynx o _ | Lynx canadensis o r
C olorado pikeminnow* Ptychm.hellus luctus I
‘Humpbach chub* (iila cypha NRE
Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus e
Uncompah;__re Irmllary butterlly Bolona acrocnema E 1
Yellow-billed cuchoo Coccyrsus amenicanus _ 1C
ELBERT L o ]
Arkansas darter i Etheostoma cragini ¢
Black-footed ferret _ | Mustela mgripes .
l.east tem (intenior population) A Sternula antillarum ~ | E
Pallid sturgeon A _{ Scaphirhynchus albus E |
Plplnt._. plover A - Charadrius melodus _ o
Preble’s meadow ju _‘memg, mouse Zapus hudsonius prebler T
Whooping cranc A Grus amencana ___|E
| EL PASO - T
Arkanbas ‘darter Fihcostoma cragim __|C
Bldt.k Iuotcd feret Mustela mgripes ) E
Greenback cutthruat tout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias _ L )
Least tern (intenior population) A Sternula antillarum _|E
Menican spotted owl L Strix m.udcnlahs Jucida T
Pallid sturgeon A i %mphlrhynchus albus E
Piping plover A N Charadrius melodus |
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblet r
Slender mooawort Botrvchium lineare _ _rc
l.lle Iadms -lresses orchid - Rnlr.mlhcs diluvialis. 1r
Whuupmg me,A A Grus amenicana |E
FREMONT . L ]
Arkansas darter [itheostoma cragimi _ 1€
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T

{ Mexican spotted owl _ Strix oceidentalis lucida 11
GARFIELD . T I

| Bonytal Gila elegans i _1E



| Canada tynx B |1 ynx canadensis I'__
Colorado prkeminnowi.: | Pychocheilus lucius ) L

De Beque phacelia i Phacelia submutica C
Humpback chub _ | Gala cypha R
Mexican spotted owl - Strix ocerdentahis lucida 1r
P q“.u.hutc heardtonguc Penstemon debths 1
Razorback sucken(? Xy rauchen (exanus | E
Unta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus | r
Yellow-billed cuckoo Cocey Zus americanus 1€
GILPIN _ . |

Canada lynx I yox Lanadcnsis_ | T
Least tern (interior population) A Sh.rnul.i antllarum |F T
Mexican spotted owl i Strix occidentalis lucida . N
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhy nc.hua albus .
Piping ploverA C hamdrlus melodus T
Whooping cranc A (irus amernicana _ _lE
GRAND _ _ - N
Iionyldll* N Gila clegans _ N
Canada lyny I ynx canadensis _ T
Colorado ptkemmnow* Ptychochetlus lucius | E
Humpback chub* ) Gila cypha I B LR
Osterhout milkvetch Astragalus osterhoutit } I

| Penland hcardl_clnguc o Penstemon penlandu . _lF
Raczorback sucker* Xy rauchen texanus ) ___|E
Stender moonwort _ i Bulru.hlum hneare ¢
Yellow-hilled cuchoo _ [ Cuecysus amencanus i __|C
GUNNISON L - ]
Bonytail* N Gila clegans F ]
Canada lynx _| Lynx canadensis 11

[ C olorado pikcrinnow* ) _ Ptychocheilus jucius _ E

' Humpback chub* _ Cnla cypha . i 1
Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus i
| Uncompahgre fint lllarz butter(ly - Bolona acrocnema o L
| YcHow-billed cuckoo _ C 0CCYZus americanus C

HINSDALE T - j 1R
 Bonytmi* . . Gila clepans N E
| Canada lynx Lynx canadensis I
(olur.x v ptheminnow* ' Ptychochetlus lucius -
| umpback chub* ) Gula cypha o 1E
Rasorbach sucker* Xyrauchen texanus ___|E
Southwestern willow llveatcher Empidonax traillu extimus | E ]



Um.mnpahgre fnullary butterfly Belona acrocnema . E
Yecltow-hilled cuckoo ) Coccyzus amerncanus C
HUERFANO ) _ ) _
Arkansas darter _ Titheostoma cragini _ _lC
C anada lym [.ynx canadensis o al
(rrc;e__rﬁu,k cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias 1
Mexican spotted uwl | Sinx occadentalis tucida ) T
JACKSON o ) _ i
Canada Iynx . I vinx canadensis |
Least tern (intenior population) & Sternula antilfarum I,
Nortth Park phaceha _| Phaccha formosula _ E
I’dllld sturgeon A i Scaphtrhynchus albus . B
Plpmg plover A . L Charadrius melodus T
| Whooping cranc A L Grus americana i E
JEFFERSON ] L ) T
Canada lvnx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura ncomexicana Spp coluradenslq I
| |.cast tern (interior popul.mon) A Sternula antillarum L
Mcxuan spotted owl Stnix occidentahs lucida I
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Pawnce montane skipper Hespena Imnardus monlana T
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus R
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse® Zapus hudsonius prebler 11
| Ute ladies™-tresses orchid Sprranthes diluviahy _ 1
Whooping crane A Girus americana oL L
KIOWA _ - _
Arhansas durter Etheostoma cragini C
| Black- qulcd llrn.l Mustela mgnpes ¥
l.east tem (ml(.rmr_ population) Sternula antillarum E
Lesser priunic chichen _ | I'vmpanuc chus p.ilhdlunc.lus C
| Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
KIT CARSON _ )
[ Black-footed ferret Mustela mgrnipes o |
LAKE ) |
(anada lyn\c L.ynx Ldlladt'.‘nblb T
Greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki smmlaq _ T
Penland alpine fen mu%l.lrd ) Eutrema penlandi ] B K )
%lender moonworl Botrye hium lineare 1 C
UncomLerc frtillary butterfly - _Bolorna acrocnema L




— -

LA PLATA

Black-footed ferret ) Mustela mignipes L _|E
Canada lynx L Lynx canadensis T |
Colorado pikemmnow* _ Ptychochetlus lucius ) B
Knowlton cactus Pediocactus knowltonn E
Mexican spotted owl ) Strix occrdentalis lucida I B
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus R 1
Southwestern willow llycatcher Empidonax traillie extimus E
Uncompahgre friillary buiterfly Boloria acrocnema L
Yellow-billed cuckoo ) Coceysus americanus _ C
j T
LARIMER T ~ -
Black-footed terret L Mustela migripes . I
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T N
Colorado butterfly plant Ciaura neomexicana spp_coloradensis T
Greenback culthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stonias T
Lcast tern (intertor population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mcxican spotted owl i Strix occidentalis fueida T
North Park phaceha i Phacclia formosula L E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus ____1E
Piping plover A Charadnius melodus R B
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse® Zapus hudsonius preblet o 1T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchd Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping cranc A (irus americana __|E
[.AS ANIMAS i
Arkansas darter L:theostoma cragini _ C
Black-footed ferret B Mustela migripes E_
Canada lynx [.ynx canadensis I
Mcxican spatted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
LINCOLN B N 1 ]
Arkansas darter i Etheostoma cragim _ C
Black-footed ferret ] Mustela migripes . E
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum It }
Lesser praine chicken ‘I ympanuchus pallidicinctus _ 1€ ]
Pallid sturgeon A . Scaphirhynchus albus - |E
Piping plover A _ Charadnius melodus . T
Whooping crane A Grus americana E
LOGAN .
Ieast tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum I
Pallid sturgcon A Scaphirhynchus albus L |
Miping plover Charadrius melodus i




Whooping cranc A Grus americana E
MESA

Bonytail© Gila clegans E
Canada tynx o Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow® Ptychochetlus lucius L
De Beque phacelia i Phacelia submutica C
Humpback chub®© Gila gypha ) I
Razorbach sucher@ Xyrauchen texanus E
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus T
Yellow-billed cuckon . Coceyzus americanus C
MINERAL ]

Canada lynx N Lynx canadensis T
Colorado ptheminnow* . Ptychocheilus fucius K
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow [lycatcher Empidonax tranlln extimus E
Uncompahgre [ntllary butterfly Bolora acrocnema E
Ycllow-billed cuckoo Coceyzus americanus ¢
mor¥¥AT 000000

Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail© Gila clegans c
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis ~ 1T
Colorado pikeminnow® Ptychocheilus hicius E
Humpback chub® Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida r
Razorback sucker©@ } Xyrauchen texanus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coceyzus americanus C
MONTEZUMA

Black-footed ferret Mustela mgripes E |
Canada lynx i Lynx canadensis T |
Coalorado prhemimnow* Ptychocheilus lucius L
Mancos milkvetch Astragalus humilhmus E
Mesa Verde cactus Sclerocactus mesae-verdac I
Mexican spotted owl Strix oceidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus E
Sleeptng Utc milkvetch Astragalus tortipes C
Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax traillir extimus E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C

MONTROSE

Black-footed ferret

Muslela NIIIpCs




| Bonytal* tarl*
Canada lynx

Gula clegans

Lynx canadensts

 Clay-loving wild buckwheat
Colorado pikeminnow*

| ITumpbach chub*

Criogonum pelinophilum

Ptychocheilus lucius

Gila cypha

Mgxican apnucd owl

Razorback sucher*

Stnix occidentalss Iuc:da

1’(\mluchm texanus

Uinta Basm hookless cactus

[ Yelow-billed cuckoo

‘Selerocactus plaucus

Coccyzus americanus

Whooping crane A

| MORGAN L ~ 1T ]
[ Black- footed lerret Musicla mgripes _ E
Ieast tem (mtenor population) | Stemula antillarum _ _|E_
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus N
Piping plover Charadrius melodus i T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse 7apus hudsomus preble T
Ute ladies™tresses orchid _ | Spiranthes diluviahs LT
Whooping crane A Grus amencana _ E_
 OTERQO ]
Arkansas durter _ | Etheostoma cragimt C
Blach-footed ferret Mustela migripes lE
I.cast tem (intertor population) Sternula antiflarum I -
Piping plover _Charadrius melodus I
OURAY .
| Bonytail* Gilaelegans e
' Canada lynx _ | Lynx canadensis _ !
[ Colorado | plLmenu“* Ptychocheilus lucius ) E
lHumpback chub* Gila cypha ) ___|E__
| Rasorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus E _
Um.omﬂahg._n. frullary butterfly Bolona acrocnema _ I;
Ycllow-hilled cuckoo Coceyzus amenicanus C ]
PARK R
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis ) T |
Greenback cutthroat trout C )morhvm.hus clarhi stomias T
Least tern (intenior population) A Sternula antillarum E |
Mexican spotied owl _ | Strix accidentalis lucida _|T_
Pallid sturgcond ) Scaphirhynchus albus 1E__
- Pawnee montane shipper _ Hespena leonardus montana o
Penland alpine fen mustard Eutrema penlandn T
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus I
tIncompahgre fritillary butterfly Bolora acrocnema E_
Grus amenicana F

10



Mexican spotted owl

— - ]
- —
PHILLIPS N
None L i
PITKIN _ o L
Bonytl* Gila elegans ) E
Canuda lynx Lynx cunadensis T
| Colorado prkeminnow™® ) Ptychocheilus lucius P
Iumpback chub* L (nla cypha E
Mexican spotted owl ﬂ Strix occidentals lucda T
Razorbuch sucker* i Xvrauchentexanus k]
| Uncompahgre Intillary bu huttu..rﬂv 3 _Bolona acrocnema _ E
Yellow-billed cuckoo i 1 Coccyzus amenicanus C
PROWERS L ) i
| Arkansas darter ) [ithcostoma cragim S
Black footed ferret Mustela nigripes } E
_L.L'm tern (interior population) ) Stermula anullarum E |
Lesser praane chicken ‘I ympanuchus palhdicinetus S
{ Piping plover Charadnus melodus r
LI'UEBL() ' -
[ Arkansas darter Itheostoma cragini ¢ T
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes L
| Canada lvnx 1 ynx canadensis T
Gr(.t.nh'ILL cutthmal trout Qncorhynchus clarhi stomias T
Mem.._m spotted owl . Strix oeceidentalss lueida T
RIO BLANCO — = -
| Black-footed ferret Musitela mgripes ) K
Bonytail* Cnila clegans ) E |
Canada lynx 1 Lynx canadensis i i T |
Colorado pthemmnow® PlVLhuChCIIUS lucius E
’Qudluy Bluffs hhddurpod I csqm.n.ll.x umbuta i ) T __
Dudley Blutfs twinpod Physana obhcordata ) _ T ]
_Graham beardtongue __ I’cnslcnmn grahamn C i
 Humpback chub* . Chla ;.ypha ) E
Razorback sucker* Xvrauchen texanus E
White River beardiongue . Penstemon scartosus var albifluvis: c
Ycllow-billed cuckoo L Cocceyzus americanus _ C |
RIO GRANDE )
Canada lynx __ Lynx canadensis T
| Colorado prheninnow* I’tychuchcﬂuq lucius

Stnx vceidentalis lucida

1



Razorback sucker* ) Xyrauchen texanus — E
_Soulhwwtem willow (lycatcher Empidonax trailln extimus ) 1E
Uncompahgre Intillary butter{ly i Baloria acrocneima _ E
| Yellow-billed cuckoo Coceysus americanus e
rROUTT ~ T T I
Bonytail* ] | Gala Gila | Gila clepgans L LE
Canada lynx _ _Lynx canadensis ] _ 4
| Colorado plkemmnuw* _ | Ptychochertus lucius E
!lumnhdul\ chub* __| Gl cypha . __|E
| Razorbach sucher* _Xyrauchen texanus E
[ Yellow-bilied cuckoo L _| Coceysus amencanus ) 1C
| SAGUACHE o _ _ J
[ Black-footed ferret i [ Mustela nigripes __1E
Bonytail* L | Gila elegans _ E
Canada lynx L | Ly T | Lvnx canadensis . T
Colorado pikeminnow* _ | Prychocheilus lucius B
[lumpback chub* Gala cypha i E
| Mexican spotied owl | Strix occidentahs lucida _ T
Razorback sucher* __{ Xyrauchen texanus B
%outhwcslt_.rn willow flycatcher Fmprdonax trmlhi extimus E
Uncompahgre [ritilary butterlly _| Boloria acrocnemia ) _ |E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccysus amernicanus C
[ SANJUAN o
[ Canada lvm ] Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lueius _ E
Razorbuck sucker* Xyrauchen lexanus . _|E
Southwestern willow flycatcher L Empidonax frailbu exumus E
Uncompahgre friullary butterfly Boloria scrocoema __|E |
- Yellow-billed cuckoo Coceyzus amencanus I S
SAN MIGUEL - )
| Black-footed ferret o _| Mustela myripes I
| Bonytal* |  Gila. elegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensts I I
_(,oloradn pihemi mnow* o ’lxohochcnlus [w _ _ E
Humpback chub* “Gila cypha ) |E
Mexican spotted owl Stnix occidentalis lucida T
Razorbach sucker* Xyrauchen texanus _ ___\E
| Southwestern willow ﬂvu.m.her IF'mpidonax traillu extimus e
Uncompahg,n. lrltllhry bullerl‘h Bolona acrocnema L E
Ycllow-billed cuckoo Coccy/us amernicanus B c




SEDGWICK

Least tem (intcrior population) Stcrnula antillarum E N
Palhd sturpeon A L 1 Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover Charadrius melodus T
Whooping cranc A i Grus americana E
SUMMIT - ) ]
Bonytal* . Gila elegans E
Canada lynx ) Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow* Prychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha ) E
Mexican spotied owl Strix occidentalis lucida ) I }
Penland alpine fen mustard Eutrema penlandn T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus I
Slender moonwort i Botrychium hincare ) C
Uncompahgre fritillary butterfly Bolorta acrocnema E
Yecllow-hilled cuckoo Coceyzus amernicanus C
TELLER o L

Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antillarum ' E
Mexican spotted owl Strix oceidentalis lucida T
Pallid sturgcon A ____| Scaphirhynchus atbus B
Pawnee montane skipper _ | Hespena leonardus montana T
Piping plover A 3 Charadrius melodus I
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse® Zapus hudsonius preblel T
Whooping cranc A Girus americana _ E
WASHINGTON ) ]
Black-footed lerret Mustcla nigripes K]
Leasl temn (1nterior population) A Sternula antiflarum E_
Pallid sturgcon A | Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A _ _| Charadrius melodus N I
Whooping cranc A Grus americana _ k
WELD B ) T
Black-footed lerrct Mustcla nigripes ) E_ |
Colorado butterfly plant ‘| Gaura ncomexicana spp. coloradensis T
L.cast tcm (interior population) A Sternula antillarum E
Mexican spoticd owl _ Strix occidentahis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus ) E
Piping plover A . Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblel T

Ute ladies™-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis i T
Whooping crane A Girus amencana E

13
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None
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EXHIB
BALL JANIK e ITS

A T T OO0 R N E Y S

1455 F STieer NW Sune: 225
WasHINGTUN D C 20005

www halljanik com

l'oucmone 202-638-3307
Facsmnr 202-783-6047

KARl MoRFLI kaw o 9, peam
1 Counstt

September 21, 2007

National Park Scrvice
RTCA Program

1201 Eye Street. NW

9" Floor (Org Code 2240)
Washington, D C 20005

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, L1.C —-Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Greal Western Ratlway of Colorado, LLC (*GWRC™) 1s planmung to file a Notive v
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 13 0917 e
GWRC 10 abanduon its 6 2-mile line of railroad located between milepost 00, at Johe st ¢ - w!
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado - A map of the proposed abandonn wit 1,
attached

Pursuant to the STB's environmental regulations at 499 CF R, Part 1105, we uie whvrone
you of this propoesed action so that you may assist us 1n identifying any potential ellve 5+
wildlife sanctuanes or refuges, National or State parks or forests

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any commen.s | o
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a wntten respon e o tha e
can forward it to the STB

I'oaunrans: £ RESon WasHiricion D C B Owraun



BALL JANIK e

September 21, 2007
Page 2

‘I hank you in advance for your prompt assistance  If you have any questions concerning
this matler, pleasc contact me

Sincerely,

Attomey for:
Great Western Rattway of Colorado, LLC



Morell, Karl

__ e
From: Chem_Espersen@nps gov
Sent- Wednesday, October 03, 2007 10 43 AM
To. Morell, Karl
Subject: Docket No AB-857, Weld Counly, CO

Mr Morell,

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Great Western Railway of Colorado's proposed
abandonment of a 6.2-mile line ot railroad located between milepost 0.0 at Johnstown and
milepost 6 2 at Welty in Weld County, Colorado 1 have no comments at this time, and
cannot comment on potential effects on wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, State parks or
forests.

Cherri Espersen

Rivers, Trails and ConservalLion Assistance Program National Park Service

1849 C Street, NW (Org Code 2240)

Washington, DC 20240-0001

202-354-5920

202-371-5179 {(fax)

{For visitors and deliveries, please use 1201 Eye St , NW, 9th floor, Org Code 2240,
Washington, D.C. 20005]



EXHIBIT ¢
BALL JANIK Lue

A T T O R N E Y &

1455 F STawixi NW, Surte 225
Wasiusncron D C 20005

www baljjanik com

TELEMHONE 202-4638-3307
FCacsaMiLE 202-7T830047

KaRLMoOR 11 kmorclli@byllp com
OF Counsi

September 21, 2007

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, CO 80246

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, 1.1.C —Abandonment Excmption—-In Weld County,
CcO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Raifway of Colorado, T LC (*GWRC™) 1s planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surlace Transportation Beard ("STB™), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC 1o ubandon its 6 2-milc hine of railroad located between milepost ) O, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached.

Pursuant to the STB's environmental regulations at 49 C ¥ R | Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us 1n identifying any potential effects on
applicable water quality standards We also seck your assistance in determuning whether the
proposed abandonment 1s conststent with apphicable Federal, State or local water quality
standards GWRC does not behieve any permiuts under Scction 402 of the Clean Water Act will
be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a wnitten response so that we
can forward 1t to the STB

Porn wwh Oriraon WasHiNneTn [ C Breas Om w.om



BALL JANIK 11p

Scptember 21, 2007
Page 2

‘Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance. 1f you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely,

2l Nowtf

arl Morell
Attorney for
Great Western Rallway of Colorado, LLC




BALL JANIK i

A 1 I O r N 1 ¥ s

1455 I STREET NW Summe 2235
Wastanuton D C 20005

www balljanik com

IFLLITHONT 20024 38-330)7
Farsmar 202 78306047

kAKI MokLIT kmareli@'byllp com
CF Colrisi

September 21, 2007

'S Environmental Protection Agency
990 18" Strect

Suite 300

Denver, ('O 80202-2466

RE: Deocket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, 1.1.C —Abandonment Excmption—In Weld County,
CcO

Dear Si/Madam.

Greal Western Raillway of Colorade, LLC (*GWR(C™) 15 planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon ifs 6.2-nule line of rartroad located between milepost 0.0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6.2, at Welly, in Weld County. Colorado A map of the proposcd abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant to the S I'B's environmental regulations at 49 C.F R, Part 1105, we arc advising
you of tlus proposed action so that you may assist us 1n wentifying any potential effects on
applicable water quality standards  We also seck your assistance in determining whether the
propused abandonment s consistent with appheible Federal, State or local water quahty
standards GWRC does not believe any permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Acl will
be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer. We would also appreciate you providing us with a written response so that we
can forward it to the STB
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Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance. I you have any questions concerming

this matter, plcase contact me

Karl Morell
Attorney for
(ircat Western Railway of Colorado, 1.1.C
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US Amy Engincer, Omaha District
106 South 15" Street
Omaha, Ncbraska 68102-1618

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, L1.C --Abandonmeat Exemption—In Weld County,
CcO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Rilway of Colorado, LLC (*GWRC™) 1s planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surtace Transporiation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon 1its 6 2-mile hine of rarlroad located between milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant to the STB's environmental regulations at 49 C F R | Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us 1n identifying any potential effects on
designated wetlands or 100-year flood platns GWRC does not belicve any permits under
Scetion 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to oller We would also appreeiate you providing us with a written response so that we
can forward it to the STB
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‘Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance. If you have any questions concerning
this matter, please contact me
Sincerely,

Attorney for
Great Westen Ralway of Colorado, LLC
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November 16, 2007

Mr Karl Marell, Esq

Ball Jamk LLP

1455 F Street, NW, Surte 225
Wushington DC 20005

RE:  Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-N0. 1), Great Western Railway of Colorado, 11O - Abandonment
Exempton - In Weld County, CO
Corps File No. NW0-2007-3567-DEN

Dear Mr Morell

Reference 1s made o the above-mentioned project located between milepost 0 0, at Juhnstown
and mulepost 6 2, at Welty in Weld County, Colorade  This projeet was reviewed by Mr Terry MeKee
of my office 1n uceardance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act  In addition, Mr McKeu reviewed
the area for potential floodplains

“The subject 6 2-mile hine of the Great Western Railway 1s not located within a designated
floodplain - From a review ol mapping for this area, it appears that the vnly potentially junisdictional
waters of the United States near the Iine are the Hillsboro Ditch and a small ephemeral tributary that
flows Lo the ditch

Based on the information provaded, a Department of the Army (DA) Permit would hikely not be
required for work at this site  [1, however, 1t 1s deternuned that work associated with this project tequires
the placement of dredged or fill matenal, and any excavation associated with a dredged or il project,
erther tempaorary or permanent, in an aquatic site, this office should be notified by a proponent of the
project for an Approved Jurnisdictional Determmnation of waters of the U §

Wark 1n an aquatie sile should be shown on a map wdentitying the Quarter Scection, Township,
Ramge and County of the work and the dimensions of work 1n cach arca  Any loss of an aquatic site may
require mitigation  Maitigation requirements will be determined duning the Depariment of the Army
permatling review

If there are any questions call Mr. Terry McKee of my office at 303-979-4120 and reference
Corps File No. NWQ-2007-3567-DEN

Sincerely,

tm



EXHIBIT E

HISTORIC REPORT
(49 CFR SECTION 1105.8)

STB DOCKET NO. AB-857 (SUB-NO. 1X)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO, LLC
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

The Historic Report should contain the information required by Section
1105.7(e)(1) of the Environmental Report prepared for the proposed abandonment:

1. Proposed Actions and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action,
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of the rail line
and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delineating the project.

Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") proposcs to abandon its
Welty Branch located between milepost 0.0 at Johnstown, Colorado and milepost 6 2, at
Welty. in Weld County Colorado, totaling approximately 6.2 miles (the "Line") Upon
receipt of abandonment authonty, GWRC intends to remove the rail, track matcnals, and
cross tics

During the removal of the track and track matenals, GWRC does not anticipate
the use of any access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill Only cxisting
public and privatc access roads and thc GWRC nght-of-way should be needed to
facilitate the salvage operations In addition, there are no plans of disturbing the
underlying roadbed There are no bnidges to be removed and no surrounding waterways.

The Line has not been used for local traffic in over 20 ycars and no maintenance
has been performed on any portion of the Line The Line 1s stub-ended and not capable
of handling overhead traffic. Thercfore, the proposed abandonment will not change rail
frerght operations or maintenance practices on this Line

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and pass
the opportunuty costs of retaiming the Line to all other GWRC customers Obviously, this
would not be a prudent use of GWRC's resources. The Line is 1n extremely poor
condition.

A map of the proposed abandonment 1s attached as Exhibit 1

Ofnumngn
FEB 2 2 2008

Part of
Public Record



HISTORIC REPORT

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map {or an alternate map drawn to scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the
proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and
approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years or older and are
part of the proposed action.

Two U.S Geological Survey maps depicting the Line proposcd for abandonment
were supplied to the Colorado Office of Archacology and Histonc Preservation
(“SHPO™) See Exhibit 2 There are no structures 50 years old or older associated with
the abandonment of the Line

2, A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate
widths, to the extent known) and the topography and urban and/or rural
characteristics of the surrounding area.

The Line branches off GWRC's manline at the intersection of route 17 and N 2™
Street 1n Johnstown (population 3,827), extends in a southwesterly direction through
Johnstown until 1t reaches route 15 and then extends westerly through a predominantly
rural area to the end of the Line just west of Interstate Hwy 25 The basic rail comdor
nght-of-way 1s approximatcly 80 feet in width for the majonty of the length of the Line.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not
photocopies) of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years or older and of
the immediate surrounding area.

There are no railroad structures on the Line that are 50 years old or older

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and extent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known.

There are no railroad structures on the Line that are 50 years old or older.

5. A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed
action.

GWRC 1s the successor to the Great Western Railway Company that constructed
the Line sometime between 1901 and 1906 primanly to serve the sugar beet industry 1n
the area. Subsequently, the Line was used to transport vanous agncultural products. The
Line, however, has not been used for over 20 years Because no traffic has moved over
this Line 1n over 20 years, the proposed abandonment will not result in any change 1n rail
opcrations.



6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's posscssion, such as
engincering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found
to be historic.

GWRC does not possess any such documents

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is 2
likelihood of archeological resources or any other previously unknown historic
propertics in the project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any
consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or
universities).

The Line contains no historic structures and GWRC 1s unawarc of any
archeological resources or railroad historic properties along the Line.

On September 21, 2007, GWRC sent a letter to the SHPO eliciting their views on
the proposed abandonment. See Exhibit 2 In responsc, the SHPO noted that the Line
was determined ehigible for the National Register of Historic Places in 1989. The SHPO
was also of the view “that there are numerous railroad-related structures along the route,
including signposts, signals, and trestles ” Sece Exhibit 3

GWRC 1s unaware of the Line’s eligibility for the National Register  Also,
GWRC 13 not aware of any structures along the Line that are owned by GWRC and that
would be affected by the proposed abandonment In any cvent, GWRC will work with
the SHPO to resolve these matters.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmadc) that might affect the
archcological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of
toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain.

There are no existing records as to the nature any known subsurface ground
disturbance or fill, or environmental condition that might affect the archeological
recovery of any potential resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic
Preservation Officer may request the following additional information regarding
specified nonrailroad owned properties or groups of properties immediately
adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs of specified properties that can
be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way
adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.c., prehistoric or
native American).



GWRC will work with the SHPO on the matters discussed above and will provide
the SHPO whatever additional information 1s need 1n association with the proposed Line
abandonment



bR SO TR S (Tt el g
yBiack Haljqw: '.\J_E""E':ﬁfﬁﬁ-'{ g SR i
B T AT R ik *
--’?’ql.l"h- - _;:".3}.-,.:'5.1&"-'-:1 “-m,@i.\...-a‘-rj -il'ﬁ‘l-;;' LE
o e SN D T R
1,.._{ o 0 o _, [+ _. 'ga!?—n. o oy ‘#h"‘

.’.I;i'q |"-l* ‘

prgfis an it
Brd T At
':l-:?bt. SN

»
L

1 eht R
AT ) -‘.-;,_
-fﬁlﬁge &” e el
A Ty R MR e L

ke mi k i

l ""H- n‘E

H
3 e
'I." ! I

G O
"'-gs“?,l

i "‘."-;'MN'—"

AR
% 4
-;?';,‘2'! .'\-".‘_'

. - o

b : : g _.‘;«i_ 2. "_i“"
i e st A
RN SRR i) S

b N 'J-: ‘56';'.— f 1‘#_# e ._1,|'a§:

- B i, W s >
ety ! N Y T X T
Tey y et g A Ly Ly
'\;:'_,_#\: -éLG\f W Q E'""-" LI EE Le [ ;’ .
[T IARRr R 3 S ERLY AR, 4

EXHIBIT 1



EXHIBIT 2
BAILL JANIK vLwe

L | I &2 R N E Y S8

1455 F STREET NW Sune 225
WasianGion D C 20005

www halljaruk com

Trairnon: 202-638-3307
FacuMuL 202-78346047

KARL MORETI kanorelliaibyllp com
1 Counsti

September 21, 2007

Colorado Archeology and Histonic Preservation Office
1300 Broadway
Denver, Colorado 80203

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC --Abandonment Exemption —In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC (“GWR(™) 1s planming to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon s 6.2-mile hine of railroad located between milepost (0 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorade A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached Onc of the requirements for this filing with the STB 1s that the carner contact the State
Histonc Preservation Office regarding the proposed abandonment

Enclosed are twp U.S Geological Survey maps depicting the area where the rail iness
located T'he proposed abandonment will mmvolve the removal of the rail, track matenal, and
crosstics

‘The rail line GWRC secks to abandon 1s located in Weld County, Colorado The linc
begns at milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and extends generally in a westerly direction to the end ot
the hine al milepost 6 2, at Welty The line crosses through predominately flat, rural areas

There are no structures 50 years old or older associated wath the abandonment of the 6 2-
mile rail hine
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We will send you a copy of the Histonc Report as soon as it 1s completed. If I can of
further assistance regarding this matter, please call me at (202) 638-3307.

Karl Morell

Attorncey for
Greut Western Raifway of Colorado, LLC

Enclosures
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15 October 2007

Karl Morell

Ball Jamk LLP

1455 F Street, NW, Suite 225
Washmgton, RC 20005

RE Docket Nu AB-857 (Sub No 1), Great Western Raillway of Colorado, Track Abandonment,
Johnstown 1o Welly, Weld County

Dear Mr Morell

I'hank you for your recent correspondence dated 21 September 2007, concerming the proposed
abandonment of a 6 2-mile stretch of track between Johnstown and Welty  Our office has
reviewed the submitted matenals  This randroad hine 1s more than fifty years old  Flus segment
was determined to be ehgible for the National Register of Historie Places in 1989 It appears that
there are numerous rarlroad-related structures along the route, including signposts, signals, and
trestlcs  These ilems are refated to the rarfroad’s significance and should be considered when
planning the dissolution of the Ime  We look forward to reviewing your Ilistorie Report when it
1s completed

I you have any questions, please contact Joseph Saldibar, Architectural Services Coordinator, at
(303) 866-3741

o G,

5eorgrnna Contigugha
Statc Historic Preseryation OfTicer, and
President, Colorado Historical Society

OFTICE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PREFSERVATION

303-866-3392 * Fax 303-806-2711 * L-maul odhpfeichs state co us * Internet www coloradohistory -oahp org

COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCIETY

1300 BrRoALWAY DENVIR Cotorabpo 80203 “len 303/866 3395 FAx 303/866-2711 www coloradviistory-oaly urg



