RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law
A Professional Corporation

(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100

888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 iidi

{R14) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219

rrwilson(@atlantichbn net - Email (412) 471-1800

www.rrwilsonesq com - Website (412) 471-4477 FAX

851 Twelfth Street ENTERED

Oskmont, PA 15139 Office of Proceedings
n

March 20, 2008 APR 07 2008
Part of
The Honorable Anne Quinlan, Acting Secretary . Public Record

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW, Ste. 1260
Washington, DC 20423-0001
22/ 76§
Re:  Docket No. AB-1017X — West Shore Railroad Corporation — Abandonment
Exemption — Mi{flinburg Branch, Union and Northumberland Counties, PA

and
Docket No AB-1018X — Union County Industrial Railroad Company — ﬂ/ f / g
Discontinuance of Service Exemption- Mifflinburg Branch in Union County, PA

Dear Ms. Quinlan:

We enclosc for filing in the above captioned procecedings, the signed onginal (unbound)
and ten (10) bound copies of the following documents:

1. Joint Noticc of Exemption of West Shore Railroad Corporation and Union County
Industrial Railroad Company for thc abandonment and discontinuance of service on the
Mifflinburg Branch pursuant to 49 U.5.C §10502 and the Board's regulations at 49 C.F.R.
1152.50; and

2 A Jont Environmental and Historical Report pursuant to 49 C F R. §§1105.7 and
1105.8.

Since the Joint Exempuon involves two directly related proceedings involving the same
rail line, we are also cnclosing separate checks issued on behalf of West Shore Railroad
Corporation and Union County Industnal Railroad Company each in the amount of $3,200 to
cover the filling {cc for each proceeding,.

Please direct any comments or requests for additional information conccrming this matter
to the undersigned.

FEERECEIVED [FILE

APR -1 2008 APR -1 2008
OVt v
TRANSPORTATION BOARD SURFACE

TRANSPORTATION BOARD



Pleasc acknowlcdge receipt and filing of the enclosed on the duplicatc copy of this letier
of transmittal and return it to the undersigned in the sclf addressed, stamped envclope provided
for that purpose.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Pt R

RlchardR Wilson, l'.'.sq

RRW/bab
Einclosurc
Xc All Parties of Record
l.ewisburg Area Recreation Authority
West Shore Railroad Corporation
Unmion County Industrial Railroad Company
Surface Transportation Board — Officc of Proceedings
Surface Transportation Board — Scction of Environmental Analysis
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WEST SHORE RAILROAD CORPORATION - ABANDONME

EXEMPTION - MIFFLINBURG BRANCH, UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

and
DOCKET NO. AB-1018X 9\1 ’ ?7d

UNION COUNTY INDUSTRIAL RAILROAD COMPANY -
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -
MIFFLINBURG BRANCH IN
UNION COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

JOINT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

RICHARD R. WILSON, ESQ

Counsel for West Shore Railroad
Corporation and Union County Industnal
Railroad Company

RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.
127 Lexington Avenuc, Suite 100
Altoona, PA 16601

(814) 944-5302

(814) 944-6978 FAX

March 20, 2008
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Before the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-1017X

WEST SHORE RAILROAD CORPORATION - ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION - MIFFLINBURG BRANCH, UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

and
DOCKET NO. AB-1018X
Ofﬁceil}nr.'srgcigdings
UNION COUNTY INDUSTRIAL RAILROAD COMPANY —
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION — APR a2 2008
MIFFLINBURG BRANCH IN Partof
UNION COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA Public Record

JOINT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

West Shore Railroad Corporation (“West Shore™) and Union County Industrial
Railroad Company (“*UCIR") file this Joint Notice of Exemption pursuant to the Board's
rcgulations at 49 C F.R 1152.50. This Joint Notice of Excmption 1s for West Shore’s
abandonment of the Mifflinburg Branch between Montandon, Northumberland County.
Pennsylvania at M.P. 0.0 and cxtending in a generally westerly direction, crossing the West
Branch of the Susquehanna River, through Lewisburg, Pennsylvania to the Borough of
Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania cnding at railroad M.P 11.8 in Union County, Pennsylvania. UCIR
will discontinue 1ts rail service in Union County between Lewisburg and Mifflinburg, PA. A

map showing the linc is attached as Appendix A.



In accordance with the Board's regulations, joint applicants make the following

TESPONSES.

Response to 49 C F.R §1152.50(d)(2):

1. Proposed Consummation Date Joint apphicants iniend to proceed with the
proposcd abandonment of this railroad line and consummate discontinuance of service on this
linc on or alter the effective date of this Notice of Exemption West Shore has agreed with
Lewisburg Area Recreation Authority (“"LARA™) to the imposition ol a Notice of Interim Trail
Usc incident to this abandonment proceeding and for the sale of the Mifflinburg Branch line 1o
LARA conditioned on the Board’s imposition of a Notice of Interim Trail Usc 1n this
proceeding

2. Certification Required in §1152.50(b) The required certification is set forth as

Exhibit 1 to this Jont Notice of Excmption.
3. Information Required in §1152.22(a)(1-4), (7). (8) and (eX4)
() General.

(1Y  Exact name of applicants: West Shorc Railroad Corporation
and Union County Industrial Railroad Company.

(2)  Whether the applicants arc a common carrier by railroad
subject to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105: West Shore is a non-operating common
carricr railroad and holds title to the Mifflinburg Branch and other railroad properties which
arc subject to the provisions of Title 49, United States Code UCIR is an operating common
carrier railroad which opcrates the propertics of West Shore and other rail line owners under
the terms of an operating agreement and pursuant to STB opcrating authority 1ssued 1n Finance

Docket No 32686 and STB Finance Docket No. 33330.



(3)  Whether the carriers which own or operate the line of
railroad to be abandoned or over which service is to be discontinued is part of any
railroad system: West Shorc is not part ot any other railroad system. UCIR is owned and
operated by Richard D. Robey who also owns other short linc railroad compames which are
not operaled as a unified railroad systcm.

(4)  Relief sought: West Shore sceks the imposition of a Notice of
Interim Trail Usc for the Mifflinburg Branch extending from Montandon, Pennsylvania to
M P 11 8 at Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania so the linc can be conveyed to LARA incident to this
abandonment proceeding under the provisions of the National Trail Systems Act. UCIR seeks
authonity to discontinue service on the Mifflinburg Branch in Union County from Lewisburg
to Mifflinburg, PA '

(5) Name, title and address of representative of applicants to
whom correspondence should be sent: Richard R. Wilson, Esq , 127 Lexington Avenuc.

Suite 100, Altoona, PA 16601, (814) 944-5302

[
! Applicants have filed this notice of exemption with the Board under the two year out of service provisions of 49
CFR 1152 50(b} and have not scparately sought cxemption from the offer of financial acceptance provisions of
49 L SC § 10904 However, in circumstances such as those present in this proceeding where the parties have
agreed w use the nght-of-way for an aliemauve valud public purpose and there 1s no overnding public need for
continued rail service, the Board has exempted such transactions from the OFA requirements of 49 U S C &
10904. See Union Pacific Ruiroad Compuny —Abundonment Exemption—In Sait Lake County, UT, STB
Dacket No AB-33 (Sub-No 116X) (STB served Sept 30, 1998), K&E Ratlwuy Company—Abandonment
Excmption—In Alfalfa, Garfield, and Grant Counties, OK and Barber County, K5, STB Docket No AB-480X
(STB served Dec. 31, 1996), shp op at 4, ciung Southern Pucific ransportation Company—Dncontinuance of
Service Exemption—In Loy Angeles County, CA, Docket No AB-12 (Sub-No 172X), etal (ICC served Dec 23,
1994), Missourt Pacific Ravlroad Compam— Abundonment—In Hurrns County, TX, Docket No AB-3 (Sub-No
105SX) (ICC served Dec. 22, 1992). Chicago & North Western Transportation Companv—Abandonment
Lxemption—In Blackhawk County, I4, Docket No, AB-1 (Sub-No. 226X), et al, {1CC served July 14, 1989), and
lowu Noithern Raihway Companv—Abandonment—Iin Blackhawk County, 14, Docket No AB-284 (Sub-Na 1X)
(1CC served Apr 1, 1988) Applhicants note that exempuion of this transaction from § 10904 would be consistent
with the provisions of 49 CFR § 1152 50(b) and § 1152 50(d)(5) were the Board inchned to do so on 1ls own
motion



(6)  List of all United States Postal Service zip codes that the line
proposed for abandonment and discontinuance of services transverses: The linc in
question passes through the following United Statcs Poslal Service zip codes: 17844, 17837,
and 17847

(b)  Rural and Community Impact.

(1) Statement of whether the property proposed to be
abandoned and discontinued for service are appropriate for use for other public
purposes, including roads or highways, other forms of mass transportation,
conservation, cnergy production or transmission, or recreation. If the applicants are
aware of any restrictions on the title to the property, including any reversionary interest
which would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for other than rail
purposes, this should be disclosed:

The involved property 1s appropratce for public recreational {rail use and as previously
indicatcd, West Shore has entered into a conditional salc agreement with LARA under which
the Mifflinburg Branch will be sold and conveyed by West Shore to LARA subjcct to a Notice
of Interim Trail Use which West Shorc and LARA request that the Board impose 1n this
proceeding. The proposed use of the right of way for a recreational trail has broad community
support as indicated by the letter to the Board from Congressman Christopher P. Carney
(Exhibit 4). West Shorc 1s not aware of any reversionary interests which would affect the

transfer of title or the use of the property for recreational trail purposes incident to a Notice of



Interim Trail Use.?

4. l.cvel of Labor Protection. West Shore is a nonoperating railroad common
carricr and has no employees. UCIR is an operating railroad common carricr and will
continue to provide rail scrvice on the remaining rail lines operated for West Shore in Union
County Accordingly, this transaction will not resuit in the elimination of any jobs by UCIR.
Moreover, the Mifflinburg Branch has becn out of scrvice for more than two years and no

active rail operations have been provided on the Branch by UCIR during that time.

5. Certificate of Compliancc with Notice Requirements of §1152.50(d)(1). The

required certificate is set forth as Exhibit 2 to this Joint Notice of Exemption.

6. Environmental and Historical Reports  Joint Environmental and Joint

Historical Reports prepared in accordance with 49 C.F.R. §1105.7 arc attached as Appendix
B1 and B2 to this Joint Notice of Exemption The Joint Environmental and Joint Historical
Reports arc filed with the Board’s Section of Environmental Analysis contemporaneously

herewith.

? On February 11, 2008. the Borough of Mifflinbury, Pennsylvania, filed a letter with the Surface Transportation
Board m which 1t stated that 1t “would hike to plead for the reversion of this preperly solely for the use for public
transportation. utility conveyance, and other municipal infrastructure uses as may be necessitated by
environmental conditions and enacted through action of the governing body of Miffinburg ™ As the Board 1s
aware, under the National Trails System Act, where, as here, rail partics have agreed to the imposition of a Nolice
of Intenim Trail Use, and have arranged for the use of the rmlroad nght of way for intenm recreational tral
purposes, reversionary interests such as those asserted by the Borough of Mifflinburg do not vest. Presezult v
ICC,494US 1,110S Ct 914 (1990). Bumnier v Pa Dept of Env_Res, 148 Cmwlth 530, 611 A2d 1366
(1992) Nonetheless, Lewisburg Area Recreation Authority, as the party which will be responsible for intenim
trail use and mantenance of the railroad nght of way wishes to advise the Board that it 1s willing to meet wath the
Borough of Mifihinburg and consider proposed uses of the railbanked right of way for compatible occupancics
that wounld be consistent with interim recreational trail use and future reconversion of the railroad right of way for
railroad purposes  Since the Mifflinburg Branch will not be abandoned for purposes of 49 US C §10903, but
will remain part of the National Rail Transportation Netwark tor future railroad use, the nght of way will not be
subject to state condemnation law, Hayfield Northern R Co v C&NW Transp Co . 467 U S 622,104 S Ct
2610 {1934) and appropnate joint us¢ for companble occupancies would he 2 matter of private contractual
arrangements between Miffhinburg Borough and Lewisburg Area Recreation Authority



7. Verification. The required verification is set forth as Exhibit 3 to this Joint

Noticc of Exemption,

Dated: March 20, 2008

Respectfully submitted,

RICHARD R. WILSON, P C.

By- =
Richard R. Wilson.'Esq,
West Shore Railroad Corporation and
Union County Industnal Railroad




EXHIBIT 1
Certification Required in 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(d)

In accordance with 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(d). | hercby certify that, with respect to the linc
subjcct to the Joint Notice of Exemption in Docket Nos. AB-1017X and AB-1018X:

(N No local traffic has moved over the line for at lcast two ycars prior to the date
hereof;

(2) There 1s no overhead traffic on the linc; and

(3)  No formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line (or statc or local
govemment agency acting on behalf of such user) regarding ccssation of scrvice over the Iine
cither 1s pending with the Board or any U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a
complainant within the two-year penod prior to the date hereof.

The foregoing cerlification 1s made on behalf of West Shore Railroad Corporation and
Union County Industrial Railroad, by the undersigned, and aficr due and careful investigation

of the matters herein cerlified and based on the best knowledge, information, and belicf of the

Pl

Richard R. Wilson, Esq.

undersigned

Datcd: March 20, 2008



EXHIBIT 2

Certification of Compliance with Notice Requirement of
(A) 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(d)(1) and (B) 49 CF.R. §1105.11

In accordance with 49 C.F R. §1152 50(d)(2), T hereby certify that:

(A)  On January 24, 2008, I served, by U.S. First Class mail, postage prepaid, the
notice required by 49 C.F.R. §1152.50(d)(1) upon the Public Utility Commussion or equivalent
agency of the Commonwecalth of Pennsylvama in which the line proposed for abandonment
and discontinuance of service in these dockets 1s situated and upon the Military Surface
Deployment and Distribution Command (formally the Military Trallic Management
Command) of the U.S. Dcpartment of Defense and other addressces as required by Board
regulations.

(B)  On February 6, 2008, 1 served, by U.S. First Class mail, postage prcpaid, the
notice required by 49 C.F R. §1105.11 upon the designated agencies of the states in which the
linc proposcd for abandonment and discontinuance of scrvice 1n these dockets is situated.

(C) On Fcbruary 7, 2008, I had thc appropnatc necwspaper notice set forth at 49
C F.R. §1105.12 published 1n newspapers of gencral circulation in Unmon County and

Northumberiand County, PA

Wp&,\_

Richard R. Wilson, Esq.

Dated: March 20, 2008



EXHIBIT 3

VERIFICATION
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA )
)
COUNTY OF BLAIR )

Richard R. Wilson, being duly sworn, statcs that he is authorized to verify and file with
the Surface Transportation Board the forgoing Joint Notice of Exemption in Docket No. AB-
1017X on behalf of West Shorc Railroad Corporation, and Union County Industrial Railroad
Company; that he has carcfully examine all of the statements in the Joint Notice of
Excmption; and that he has knowledge of the facts and matters rellied upon in that Joint Notice

of Exemption, and that all representations sel forth therein are true and correct to the best of

/@L..(/&(Mw\__

Richard R. Wilson

his knowledge, information and belief.

Sworn to and subscribed before me

s 5 ¥ day of YWl aseds 2008
Y Buathadd

_B_ary Public

My Commission expircs:

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVA!

Notanal Seal
Beth A Burkhart,

Member St syl ama Ausoziation Of Notanes

10



EXHIBIT 4

CONGRESSIONAL LETTER OF SUPPORT
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COMNITTERS:
CHRISTOPHER P. CARNEY 2B HOMELAND SECURIT>
Mmur. ISvEE™OATY) 1 o
418 I:ﬁ:u'lﬂ::g gcﬂzgsw - OvCRuaT
- ’ e
@ongress of the Hnited States
House of Representatives
Washingtun, BE 205153310
January 29, 2008
Vernon Williams
Secretary of the Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street South West
Washington, DC 20423-0001
Dear Mr. Williams,
This letter reflects my support of rail abandonment affecting track materials and right of
way for a twelve mile siretch of railroad between Lewisburg and Mifflinburg, PA. The
prop&ty is currently owned by the West Shore Railroad Corporation and is under an
execiited Agreement of Sale with the Board of Directors of the Lewisburg Ares
Recr?ahon Authority.
This project will benefit Union County in a countless number of ways; from improving
health, increasing tourism, increasing property values, to building a stronger sense of
community. Please direct additional questions regarding this Ictter of support to
Susar Mathias, my Regronal Coordinator, at 570-687-4490.
Sipcerely,
. (ki ?
hrigtopher P. Camney
: Member of Congress
CCISli&
e l
| :
l | l »
| |
I
| |
b
| !
mNum;u:; B‘uuwm | | 175;::%?:1- B21 PransL v STREE"
M?!’SDTM PA 18411 WiLLasmrony, PA, 17701 P.O sm';IA n‘vm
(808 845-8124 | 7 327-1302 {570 04a-1682
| PRINYED ON RECYELED PAPER
I

EX”N‘DJ"‘ 4
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APPENDIX B

JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL AND
HISTORICAL REPORT
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Before the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-1017X

WEST SHORE RAILLROAD CORPORATION - ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION — MIFFLINBURG BRANCH., UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

and
¢ DOCKET NO. AB- 1018X
UNION COUNTY INDUSTRIAL RAILROAD COMPANY -
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

MIFFLINBURG BRANCH IN
UNION AND NORTHHUMBERLAND COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

JOINT HISTORICAL REPORT

RICHARD R. WILSON, ESQ.
Counsel for West Shore Railroad
Corporation and Union County
Industnal Railroad Company

RICHARD R. WILSON. P.C
127 Lexinglon Avenue

Suite 100

Altoona, PA 16601

(814) 944-5302

(814) 944-6978 FAX

February 6, 2008



Before the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-1017X

WEST SHORE RAILROAD CORPORATION - ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION — MIFFLINBURG BRANCH, UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

and
DOCKET NO. AB-1018X
UNION COUNTY INDUSTRIAL RAILROAD COMPANY —
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

MIFFLINBURG BRANCH IN
UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

JOINT HISTORICAL REPORT

Pursuant to a Joint Noticc ol Exemption to be filed under 49 C.F.R. Part 1152.50,
West Shore Railroad Corporation (“West Shore™) proposes to abandon and Union County
Industnal Railroad Company (“Union County™) proposes to discontinuc scrvicc over
approximately 11.8 miles of rail linc between Montandon, Pennsylvama and Mifflinburg,
Pennsylvania compnising the Mifflinburg branch. The scctions of this Historical Report
arc numbered in the same sequence as the information requests sct forth in 49 C.F.R Pan
1105.8 Also enclosed 1s an cxchange of correspondence with the Pennsylvania
Historical and Museum Commission concerning the statutes of the Susquchanna River
Bridgce as a part of the Lewisburg, PA Historical District. (Exhibit 3)

Contents Required by 49 U.S.C. §1105.8(d)

(1) Map. AUSGS. topographical map (or an altcrnate map drawn to scalc and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures 1n the vicimity of the
proposcd action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad

2



structures that arc 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed aclion.

A scaled map of the subject linc is attached hereto as Exhibit 1'. There is only
onc railroad structurc, a standard single track steel box truss bridge constructed on stonc
pillars across the Susquchanna River, which 1s 50 years old or older This structurc has
been photographed and preserved 1in connection with its inclusion n the Lewisburg, PA
Historical District
(2)  Decscription of the Right-of-Way. A wriiten description of the right-of-way

(including approximate widths, {0 the extent known), and the topography and

urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area.

The subjcct linc is a single track line extending from Montandon, Northumberland
County, Pennsylvania across the Susquchanna River, through Lewisburg, Pennsylvania to
Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania in Union County, Pennsylvania The underlying nght of way
is approximately 66 feet in width and 1s 11.8 miles in length. The linc runs generally in a
wesierly dircction from Montandon. Pennsylvania to Mifflinburg, Pennsylvama through
flat. rural farm land and through the communities of Lewisburg and Mifflinburg,
Pennsylvania
(3) Photographs of Structures ~ Good quality photographs (actual photographic

prints, not photocopics) of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years old

or older and of the immediate surrounding area.

Pholographs of the single track steel truss Susquchanna River Bndge are available
at www roadsites org as forth at Exhibit 2.

4) Datc(s) of Construction The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and
the date(s) and extent of any major alterations, to the extent such information 1s
hnown

The line was constructed in 1853

(5)  History of Operations A bricf narrative history of carrier operations in the

! Acnial photographs and topographical maps of the U'S Geological Survey are availuble for this Iine at
WWW TCHFASErVer-usa com

3



area, and an explanation of what, 1f any, changes are contemplated as a result of
the proposed action

The railroad right of way was originally established and incorporated as the
Lewisburg, Centre and Spruce Creck Railroad Company in 1853. The subject line was
constructed by the Pennsylvania Railroad as was known as thc Lewisburg and T'yrone
branch which connccted with the Bellefonte Central Railroad at White (M.P. 37.4) ncar
Pleasant Gap, and extended 63 miles cast to Montandon and a junction with the
Pennsylvama Railroad's Harmisburg/Buffalo linc. Portions of the rail linc wcre
abandoned by the Pennsylvania Railroad and/or Conrail west of Mifflinburg and the
remaining portion of the Mifflinburg Branch [rom MilTlinburg to Montandon was sold
pursuant to the Final System Plan by Penn Central Transportation Company. debtor, to
Consolidated Rail Corporation on March 30, 1976 Thc line was then sold and conveyed
to West Shore Railroad Corporation by Consolidated Rail Corporation on December 8,
1983 at 75% of 1ts net hiquidation value pursuant to the provisions of the Northeast Rail
Service Act 1in ICC Abandonment Dockel No. AB167 (Sub No 298N) Conrail
Abandonment Between Montandon Junction and Mifflinburg, PA Certificates of
Dcecision dated June 8, 1982, service date Junc 11, 1982,

No traffic has onginated or terminated on the Mifflinburg branch for at lcast two
(2) years. There is no prospect of futurc rail traffic sulficient to support needed track
repairs and maintcnance
(6)  Documents in Possession of Carrier. A bricf summary of documenits in the

carricr’s possession, such as enginccring drawings, that might be useful [

documcnting a structure that 1s found to be historic

West Shore Railroad Corporation docs not have any such documents in 1ts

possession, other than decds and valuation maps for the line



(7 Historic Structures  An opinion (based on readily available informaton n the
railroad’s posscssion) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for
l1sting on the National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether
ithere 1s a likelihood of archcological resourccs or any other previously unknown
historic propertics n the project area, and the basis for these opinions (including
any consultations with the State Preservation Office, local historical societies or
universities)

The Susquehanna River Bridge is the only historic structure on the line and it has
been included as part of the Lewisburg, PA Historic District which was placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 2004. To the best of applicants’ knowledge,
information and belief, there is little likelihood that there are archeological resources or
any other previously unknown historic properties within the railroad right of way. Thesc
opinions are based on applicants’ knowledge of the linc and mmformation obtained by
West Shore from Conrail
(8) Condiuons A ffecing Recovery of Resources. A dcscniption (bascd on

rcadily availablc information in the railroad’s possession ) of any known prior

subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might affect archeological recovery of resources

(such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and the surround
lerram.

To the best of applicants’ knowledge, information and belief, there are no known
prior subsurface ground disturbances or fill, or cnvironmental conditions (naturally
occurring or man-madc) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources

Respectfully submitied,

RICHARD R. WILSON. P.C.

[ <

N

By
Richard R. Wilson, Esq.
Attorncy for West Shore
Railroad Company
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Pennsylama 45 Railroad Bridge @ The Lost Highway
Abandoned Railroad Bridge near Lewisburg

Vidcaps taken by Alex Nitzman/Cary B. Todd 12/23/93

This abandoned truss bridge was just north of the current Pennsylvania 45
crossing. The bridge crosses the Susquehanna River and connects the towns
of Lewisburg and Montandon in the northemn Susquehanna Valley of north-

central Pennsylvania. Since this video 1s over 6 years old, 1t's possible that

the structure may have been removed

Nate_Hafer wntes on 11/27/00:
The crossing that you have pictures of is actually an
abandoned raifroad crossing, not an automobile crossing.
When the new bndge (your pictures are taken from this
bridge) was constructed in the nud 80', the old truss bndge
that crossed the river was torn down. For some reason, the
railroad bridge has never been torn down, and remains
standing today, even though it is in serious disrepair and

hasn't been used for a number of years.

Page 1 of 1

The Lost Highway

¢ Home

o Updates

e Purpose

o Links

e Conrtact

o RoadSites.org

o AARpadtrips.com

e Andy's Highway Kickeff
o AARoads

« KentuckyRoads.com

The Lost Highway 15 copynght € 2005 by Jeffrey Carlyle All photographers retamn nghts to their photographs The
Lost Highway was onginally developed by Andy Field and Alex Nitzman for AARoads

hitp //www roadsites oreg/losthwv/pa-045.htmnl
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Commonw ealth of Pennsylvania -
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2™ Floor
400 North Street
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093
www.phmc.state pa us

January 3. 2008
Richard R. Wilson, Esq.
127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 TG EXPEDITE REVIEW USE
Altoona, PA 16601 BHP REFERENCE NUMRER

Re: ER 08-0539-042-A
STB Dochet AB 1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-
Abandonment Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland
Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket AB-1018X Union County Industrial
Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service Exemption-Mifflinburg
Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Decar Mr. Wilson:

The Burcau for Historic Prescrvation (the State IHistoric Preservation Office) has
revicwed the above named project in accordance with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966. as amended 1in 1980 and 1992, and the regulations (36
CFR Part 800) of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation as revised in 1999 and
2004. These regulations require consideration of the project's potential effcct upon both
historic and archaeological resources

Your request does not include sufficient information We are unable to proceed
with our review lor historic structures until the information on the attached form is
provided.

I you need further information in this matter plcase consult Susan Zacher at (717)
783-9920.

Sincercly,

Msos Jockun fro

Douglas C. McLearen, Chief
Division of Archacology &
Protection

cc: STB ' o

DCM/smz

M i, Ly’

HE ) .r""' Sy (B T
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RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to-
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson(@atlanticbbn net ~ Email (412) 471-1800
www.rrwilsonesg.com - Website (412) 471-4477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street )
Oakmont, PA 15139

January 9, 2008

Ms. Susan Zacher

Division of Archaeology & Protection

Pennsylvama Historical & Museum Commission

Bureau of Historic Preservation

Commonwealth Keystone Bldg.. 2d Floor

400 North Street

Hamsburg, PA 17120-0093 /

Re:  ER 98-0539-042-A
STB Docket AB 1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation- Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflimburg Branch Union and Northumberiand Counties,
Pennsylvania and Docket AB-1018X Union County Industrial Railroad Company
Discontinuance of Service Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Umion and
Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Ms. Zacher

We are 1n receipt of your letter of January 3, 2008 requesting additional information
concemning histonc structures located on the Mifflinburg Branch which 1s the subject of the
above captioned abandonment and discontinuance of service proceeding. Further review of this
matter, reveals that on March 16, 2004 the Pennsylvania Historic Preservation Board reviewed
and submitted a National Historic Register nomination for the Lewisburg Historic District which
specifically included the Pennsylvama Railroad Bndge spanning the West Branch of the
Susquehanna River including the abutments and portions of the bridge falling within West
Chillisquaque Township, Northumberland County.(Attachment 1) On July 28, 2004, the
Lewisburg Historic District was added to the National Register of Historic Places.(Attachment 2)
Accordingly, the Pennsylvania Railroad Bridge spanning the West Branch of the Susquehanna
River which will be acquired from West Shore Railroad Company by Lewisburg Area
Recreation Authority 1s already a part of the Lewisburg Historic District for which full
documentation was compiled as part of the onginal nomination process for National Histonc
Regster status.



Susan Zacher
January 9, 2008
Page 2

Not withstanding that fact, we have enclosed for your reference several photographs
available at www roadsites.org depicting the Pennsylvania Railroad Bndge as photographed
from the State Route 45 Highway Bnidge crossing the West Bank of the Susquehanna River.

Also enclosed you will find the additional historical information for the balance of the
line provided on the forms you have designated.

We hope this will satisfy your request for additional information.
Very truly yours.

RICHARD R. WILSON, P C

I Ty —

Richard R. Wilson, Esq.
Attorney for West Shore Railrgad Corp and
Union County Industnal Ra:lroad Co

RRW/bab
Enclosure.
xc©  Lewisburg Area Recreation Authority
West Shore Railroad Corporation
Umon County [ndustnal Raiiroad Company
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NOTICES

HISTORICAL AND
MUSEUM COMMISSION

National Register Nominations to be Reviewed by the Historic Preservation Board
[34 Pa.B. 1296]

The Histonc Preservation Board (Board) will hold a meeting on March 16, 2004, at 9:45 a.m. in Room
515, Historical and Museum Commussion, Third and North Strccts, Harrisburg, PA. Persons with a
disability who wish to attend the meeting and requirc an auxiliary aid, scrvice or other accommodation to
participate should contact Helena Johnson at (717) 783-2698 or through the Pennsylvania AT&T Rclay

Service at (800) 654-5984 (TDD) to discuss how the Board can accommodate their nceds. Persons with
questions or comments should contact the Bureau for Historic Preservation at (717) 783-8946.

Ridge and Valley

1 Lewtsburg Historic District, roughly bounded by U. S. 15, Beck Street, Susquchanna River and
borough boundary, Lewisburg, Union County, but including the Pennsylvania Railroad bridge spanning
the West Branch of the Susquehanna River including the abutments and portion of the bridge falling within
West Chillisquaque Township, Northumberland County.
Allegheny Plateau

2 Athens Historic District, roughly bounded by Elm and Locust Streets, 772 South Main Strect, the
Chemung and Susquehanna Rivers, Athens, Bradford County.

3. Shenango Land Plan Historic District, Shenango Boulevard and Park Avenuc intersected by Buhl
Terrace, Roemer Street and Farrell Terrace, Farrell, Mercer County.

Southwestern Pennsylvania

4. Teutonia Maennerchor Iiall, 857 Phineas Strect, Pittsburgh, Alleghcny County.
Anthracite Region and Poconos

5. Allentown Masonic Temple, 1524 West Linden Street, Allentown, Lehigh County.

6. Bethlehem Steel Lehigh Plant Mull #2 Annex, 11 West 2nd Street, Bethichcm, Northampton County.
Great Valley and Piedmont Region

7. West Side Sanitarium, 1253--1261 West Market Strcet, West York Borough, York County.

8. Pennsylvania Railroad GG1 Streamlined Electric Locomotive #4859, Track 5, Harrisburg Attachment
1
http://www pabulletin.com/securc/data/vol34/34-9/343.html T
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Transportation Center, Aberdeen Street, Harrisburg, Dauphin County.

9. Thomas Mill and Miller's House, 130 West Lincoln Highway (Exton), West Whiteland Township,
Chester County.

BARBARA FRANCO,
Executive Director

[Pa.B. Doc. No. 04-343. Filed for public inspection February 27, 2004, 9:00 a.m.|

No part of the information on this site may be reproduced for profit or sold for profit.

This matcrial has been drawn dircctly from the official Pennsylvania Bulletin full text database. Due to the
limitations of HTML or diffcrences in display capabilities of different browsers, this version may differ
slightly from the official printed version.
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National Register of Historical Placcs - PENNSYLVANIA (PA), Union County Page 1 of 2

“Nafionai Reglster

oMHistoric Places
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PENNSYLVANIA - Union County - Historie Districts

Lewisburg Historic District
(added 2004 - Union County - #04000759)
Roughly bounded by US 15, Beck St., Susquehanna River and Borough

boundary, Lewisburg
(2600 acres, 853 buildings, 11 structures. 2 objects)

Historic Significance. Fvent, Archilecture/Engineering
Architect, builder, or engineer et al., Ackerman & Partnidge
Architectural Style [tahanate, Greek Revival
Area of Significance Education, Commerce, Architecture, Politics/Government
Period of Sigmificance 1750-1799, 1800-1824. 1825-1849, 1850-1874, 1875-1899,
1900-1924, 1925-1949, 1950-1974
Owner, Private . Local Gov't, Federal
Historic Function Commerce/Trade, Domestic, Education, Government,

Industry/Proacessing/Extraction. Religion

Historic Sub-function Business. College, Courthouse, Manufacturing Facility.
Religious Structure, Sceondary Structure, Single Dwelling
Current Function Commerce/1rade, Domestic, Education. Government,
Religion

Current Sub-function Busmess, College, Courthouse. Religrous Structure,
Secondary Structure, Single Dwelling Specialty Store

Mifflinburg Historic District **

(added 1980 - Union County - #80003643)
PA 45. MilTlinburg

(550 acres. 218 buildings)

Ehistoric Significance” Architecture/Engineering, Event
Architect, builder. or engineer Boop,Joseph. Palmer.l.ewis
Architectural Style Late Victonan, Mid 19th Century Revival, Late 19th And
20th Century Revivals
Area of Significance. Architecture, lransportation. Industry. Commerce
Period ot Significance 1750-1799, 1800-1824, 1825-1849, 1850-1874. 1875-1899,
1900-1924
Owner: Private , Local Gov't )
Historic Function. Commerce/Trade, Domestic
Current Function' Commerce/Trade, Domestic

d Return to Top

Select a Different PENNSYLVANIA County (map) Adams Alleghcny Beaver Bedford Berks Blair B

Bradiord Buchs Butler Camhria Carbon Centre Chester Clarion Clearlield Chnton Columbia Crawiord Cumberland Attachment
Dauphin Delaware Elk Enie Cay ette Forest Frankhn Fulieon Greene Huntingdoen Indiana Jetferson | ackawanna 2

http://www.nationalrcgistcrofhistoricplaces.com/PA/umon/districts.html ddn



PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM - DATA SHEET 898
Pennsyivania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation

IDENTIFICATION AND LOCATION
Survey Code: Tax Parcel/Qther No :
County: 1. Union 2. Northumberland
Municipality: 1. _Lewisburg, PA 2Miff)ipburg., PA

Address: _ Milepost 0.0 to 11.8

Histonc Name: __Mifflinburg Branch

Other Name: __Montandon Secondary Track

Owner Name/Address: ___"est Shore Railroad Company

Owner Category: —X_. Pnvate Pubhc-local Public-state ~— Public-federal
Resource Category: Building District —X_ Site —2. Structure Object
Number/Approximate Number of Resources Covered by This Form: _1__
USGS Quad: 1. Lewisburg, PA 2. MIfflinburg. PA
UTM A___ C.—
References B.___ D.—
HISTORIC AND CURRENT FUNCTIONS

Historic Function Category: Subcategory: Code:
A _Transportation Rail Related —_—
B. ! —_—
C. —_
D ' e
Particular Type: A i Li i 1

B.

C.

D.
Current Function Category: Subcategory: Code:
A _Transportation Rail Related ——
B. —_——
C. —_—
D. ———

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Classification: A. S
B. — — C. —_——
D. — — Other: —_——
Exterior Materlals: Foundation - _ _  Roof —_——
Walls — —  Wails —_
Other — — Other N

Structural System: 1. _— 2 —_
Width —  Depth ___  Stories/Helght ___

Updated 3/18/2002




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM — NARRATIVE SHEET 89C
Pennsylvania Histoncal and Museum Commission, Bureau for Histonc Preservation
HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Year Built: C. 1853 to Additions/Alterations: C.
Basis for Dating: __X_. Documentary Physical

Explain: artjcle of Incorporation of initial railroad, acquisition deeds

Cultural/Ethnic Affiliation: 1. _N3 2.
Associated Individuals: 1, William Cameron = 2.
Associated Events: 1. 2.
Architects/Engineers: 1. 2.
Builders: {.Lewisburg Centre & Spruce 2,

Creek Rallroad
MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

PREVIOUS SURVEY, DETERMINATIONS

None

EVALUATION (Survey Director/Consultants Only}
Individual NR Potential: —X_ Yes ___ No Context[s]:
Contributes to a Potential District: X__ Yes ___ No District Name/Status:

Explain:  mhe pennsylvania Railroad Bridge is already part of the Lewisburg, PA
Historical District

THREATS

Threats: _1 1 None 2. Public Development 3 Prvate Development 4 Neglect 5 Other
Explain:

SURVEYOR INFORMATION

Surveyor Name/Title- N/A Date:
Project Name.

Organization: Telephone:
Street and No..

City, State: ’ Zlp Code:

Additional Survey Documentation®
Associated Survey Codes:

Updated 3/18/2002




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM - NARRATIVE SHEET
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Historic Preservation

Survey Code:

89C

Tax Parcel/Other No.:
County: Municipality:
Address:
Historic Name/Other Name: __Mifflinburg Branch
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

See attached STB Historical Report

Updated 3/18/2002



PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM — NARRATIVE SHEET 8ac
Pennsyivania Historical and Museum Commission, Bureau for Histonc Preservation

Historic Name/Other Name:; ___ Mifflinburg Branch
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE:

See Attached STB Historical Report -

Updated 3/18/2002




PENNSYLVANIA HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY FORM - PHOTO/SITE PLAN SHEET B8A
Pennsyivania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau of Histaric Presarvation
Commonweaith Keystons Bullding, 2nd Floor
400 Nosth Strest, Harriasburg, PA 17120-0003

Survey Code/Tax Parcel/Other No.. county: [Injon/Northumberland
Munioipaity:
Historic Name/Other Name: _|_.1_ﬂf_'|_1_n.b.u.r;g__E.r.a.n.ch_—_
SITE PLAN PHOTO INFORMATION
Altach Photo Here
See Attached USGS Maps See Attached Photos
{
Direction
* * * ' - * - * : ‘ ' " Number Description of View of Camera
1 Vi St. Rt. 45 Bridge North
3 Ve ribn i gL g5 Aricoe North-
. . - Giew—£ roms:_at__ﬂs_au.dge_mn.h_
a L ] [ ] [ ] [ ] a a m "m.: m
. . - . . . . . . - . . Negative Location:




SAP Internet Application Component Page Page 1 of 1

llLong Name: {EEY

Scale: 1 24,000
lOld Matenal #:'TPAD450

—

|Manufacturer's Part # |

ISBN: 978-0-607-62268-3 |IEAN: 9780607622683 ! |

Latitude. 40°52'30"N lo 41°00'00"N
Longitude: 77°00'00"W to 76°52'30"W

Content Format: Quadranglg

[Modia:paper |

TM Grid (Y or N): - .
orizontal Datum(s):
ontour Interval(s):

Two-Sided (¥ or N): No

HIMaterial Details:

l|Sales Text: ’ .

NOTE There may be discrepancies with the data above Some thumbnail images may not exist but
will be made available soon If you encounter other errors please contact the USGS Business
Partner

http //store uses gov/scrints/woate/7ww?208chAS3dY~ANNYXYRIPTFINTFEIT 1 AwN(Cdn N duN A ==%ala 1/9 100



SAP Internet Application Component Page Page 1 of 1

_;ﬂ."‘.-ﬂ -!nl b

AT

Manufacturer's Part #

W EAN: 9780607464153
W ___] “a.
[Congitude: 77°0730°W 1o 77°0000°W | _
-
.

Vertical Datum(s):
[Contour Intervai(s): IContour Unit: Feet ]

NOTE. There may be discrepancies with the data above Some thumbnail images may not exist but
will be made available soon If you encounter other errors please contact the USGS Business
Partner team toll-free at (888) 627-3325

http //store usgs gov/scnpts/wgate/zww205cb655d3/~fINOY XRIPTEXNIM | LI AwOC4WNCAwOA=—"sele 1/8/2008
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CERTIFICATE OI"' SERVICE

Richard R. Wilson hercby certifics that on this 6™ day of February, 2008 he did a

U S. Army Corps ol Engincers
Wanamaker Bldg.

100 Pcnn Squarc East
Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Union County

216 Spring Run Road

Mill Hall, PA 17751-9579

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Northumberland County

441 Plum Creek Road

Sunbury, PA 17801-9220

NOAA, N/NGS12

National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

U S Fish and Wildlife Service — Region 5
300 West Gate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 3

1650 Arch Street

Philadclphia, PA 19103

U S National Park Service
Northecast Region

U.S. Custom Housc

200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

Union County Government Center
Prcston Bopp Chairman Commissioner
155 N.15" Street

Lewisburg, PA 17837

serve a true and correct copy of the foregoing Joint listorical Report upon the following

by first class mail, postage prepaid at the addresses set forth below:

PA Department of Transportation

Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Watcrways
P.O. Box 2777

Harnsburg, PA 17105

PA Historical & Museum Commission
Burcau for Historic Preservation

300 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

PA Departmeni of Environmental Protection
Water Planning Officc (Costal Zonc Mgmt.)
P.O. Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15™ Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Natural Rcsources Conscrvation Scrvice
USDA

1 Credit Union Place, Ste. 34)
Wildwood Center

Harnisburg, PA 17110

Board of Commissioners
Northumberland County
Samuel Deitrick. Chairman
Sunbury, PA 17801

Union County Planning Commuission
Shawn McLaughlin, AICP-Planning Dir
Union County Government Center
[55N. 15" Street

Lewisburg, PA 17837

PA Dcpariment of Environmental Prolection
Watcr Planning Officc (Costal Zonc Mgmt )
P.O. Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15™ Floor

Hamsburg, PA 17105-2063



Lewisburg Arca Recrcation Authority
Attn. Angcla Zimmerman

629 IFairground Road

Lewisburg, PA 17837

Kool £ B

Richard R. Wilson. Esq.



Bcfore the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-1017X

WEST SHORE RAILROAD CORPORATION - ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION — MIFFLINBURG BRANCH, UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

and
DOCKET NO. AB- 1018X
UNION COUNTY INDUSTRIAL RAILROAD COMPANY —
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE EXEMPTION -

MIFFLINBURG BRANCH IN
UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

RICHARD R WILSON, ESQ.
Counsel for West Shore Railroad
Corporation and Union County
Industnal Railroad Company

RICHARD R WILSON, P.C.
127 Lexington Avenue

Sunte 100

Altoona, PA 16601

(814) 944-5302

(814) 944-6978 FAX

Fcbruary 6. 2008



Before the
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-1017X

WEST SHORE RAILROAD CORPORATION - ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION — MIFFLINBURG BRANCH, UNION AND NORTHUMBERLAND
COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

and
DOCKET NO. AB- 1018X
UNION COUNTY INDUSTRIAL RAILROAD COMPANY -
DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVYICE EXEMPTION -

MIFFLINBURG BRANCH IN
ULNION AND NORTHUMBERILAND COUNTIES, PENNSYLVANIA

JOINT ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

West Shore Railroad Corporation (“West Shore™) and Union County Indusinal
Railroad (“Union County") file this Joint Environmental Report pursuant to the Board's
rcgulauons at 49 C.F R. §1105.7 This Joint Environmental Report is for West Shore’s
abandonment of the Mifflinburg branch between Montandon, Pennsylvania and
Miffhinburg, Pennsylvama in Northumberland and Union Countics, Pennsylvania and for
Union County’s discontinuance of service between Lewisburg and Miftlinburg, PA on the
samc branch line. A map showing this line 1s attached to this Joint Environmental Report
(Appendix A). In accordance with the aforcsaid regulations and based on writlen
responses received from governmental agencies set forth in Appendix C, West Shore and
Union County make the following responscs:

The following information 1s provided in accordance with49 CF.R §1105(7)c):

1. Alternatives.

(2]



Have alternatives to the proposed action (c.g., no action or partial
approval) been considercd? If so, summarize the major environmental impacts associated
with each altemative

Answer. In view of the faci that there has been no overhead traffic and
no local traffic on the rail line for over two ycears. applicants belicve there arc no
alternatives to abandonment and discontinuance of service. West Shore 1s owned by a
group of local private investors who will continuc to own other rail line scgments along
thc west bank of the Susquchanna River in the vicmity of Lewisburg and West Milton,
Pennsylvania where an interchange connection also cxists between West Milton and the
Norfolk Southem Harrisburg/BufTalo Line at Milton, PA. West Shore Railroad
Corporation 1s a non-operating common carricr and scrvice on its lines arc provided under
contract and STB operating authority by Union County Industnal Railroad. Umon
County Industrial Rmlroad will continue 1o provide rail operations on the remaining West
Shore lincs and interchange scrvices with Norfolk Southern at Milton, PA. Union County
has provided no rail service on the Miftlinburg branch for over two years and there is no
prospect of any rail shipments originating or tcrminating on the branch 1n the foresccable
futurce. Given the abscnce of any traffic or freight revenues, applicants believe that there
is no prospect for successful rail operation and that abandonment and conveyancc of the
line to Lewisburg Area Recrcation Authority (“LARA™) for recreational trail use is the
only appropnate disposition of this branch line.

2 Transportation Sysicms
a. Will existing regional or local transportation systems or patterns be

substantially affected? If so, describe the effect.

L]



Answer: There will be no affect on regional or local transportation systcms as a
result of this transactlion

b. Will traflic (passenger or freight) be diverted to other
iransportation modes or systems? If so, quantity the cxtent of the expected diversion.

Answer There 1s no passenger or freight traffic on the line and no diversions will
occur. Traffic formerly transported on the linc was diverted many ycars ago to alternative
modes without adverse elfect on regional or local transportation systcms.

3. Land Use.

a. Is the proposed action consisicnt with regional and/or local land
use plans (local and/or regional planning agencies shouid be consulted in this regard)? If
not, describe any inconsistency.

Answer: As indicatcd by the December 18, 2007 letter from the Union County
Planming Commussion, the proposed action is not inconsistent with regional or local land
usc plans and conversion of the railroad nght of way to recreational trail use by the
LARA 1s broadly supported throughout the Lewisburg/Mifflinburg arca.

b Is a designated coastal zone management area involved?

Answer: As indicated by the December 21, 2007 letter from the Pa. Department
of Environmental Proicction, the linc does not fall within a designated coastal zone
management arci.

c Are designated wet lands or 100 year flood plains affected? If so,
describe the cffccts.

Answer: [t 1s believed that no designated wetlands or 100 year flood plains will

be affccted by this abandonment.



d. Are prime agncultural lands, as designated by the Soil
Conservation Service, affected? If so, describe the cffccts.

Answer As set forth in the January 15, 2008 letter from the National Resource
Conservation Service, no prime agricultural land will be affected by the discontinuance of
rail scrvice and the proposed conversion of the nght of way to recreational trail use

4, Energy.

a. Will the development or transportation of cnergy resourccs be
affected? If so. descnbe the cffects.

Answer: The development or transporiation of cnergy resources will not be
affected by the proposed action inasmuch as the rail line has been out of service for over
two ycars and was not utilized for the transportation of grain or other energy resources.

b. Will the movement and/or recovery of recyclable commodities be
affected” If so, describe the effects.

Answer: The abandonment and discontinuance of service will have no aftect on
thc movement and/or recovery of recyclable commodities since there has been no traffic
on this line for over iwo years and 11 was not previousty used for the movement of those
commoditics.

c Will the proposed action cause diversion of traflfic from rail to
motor carricrs tn cxcess of (a) 1,000 rail carloads per year, or (b) the average of 50 rail
carloads per ycar for all or any part of an affected rail line?

Answer. The proposed abandonment will not causc any diversion from rail to
motor carrier inasmuch as any diversion occurred over wo years ago

5 Air.



Will the proposed action result in (1) a mimmum increase in rail traffic of
50% or three trains per day on an affected rail hine, (2) an increasc in rail yard activity of
20% as measured in carload activily. or (3) an incrcase 1n motor vehicle traffic of erther
50 vchiclcs per day or an increasc in truck trafllic cxcceding 10% of the average daily
trallic on a given highway scgment?

Answer. No.

6. Noise.

If any of the thresholds identified in llem (5) are surpassed, will the
proposed action causc an increase in noise levels exceeding either (1) a four decibel
increment increase or (2) a 65 decibel increasc.

Answer: The above thresholds will be not be exceeded

7. Safety..

Will public health or safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade
crossings) be affected?

Answer:  There will be no affect on public health or safety including grade
crossing delay times as a result of the proposcd abandonment. Public health and salety
will be enhanced by the subsequent development and usc of the Mifflinburg branch for
recreational tra1l purposcs.

8. Wildlife.

a. Will endangered or threatened species be affected or will the
critical habitats be destroyed or modificd?

Answer: As indicated by the January 17, 2008 Ictter from the United States Fish

and Wildhfe Service, no destruction or modification of critical habitats or affect on

6



cndangcred or threatened specics will be occasioned by this transaction or by rail salvage
opcrations
b Will wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, national or state parks or
forests be alfected?
Answer No wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, national or state parks or forests wall
be affected by the abandonment.
9 Water
a Is the proposed action consistent with applicable federal, state
and/or local water quality standards?
Answer: No action inconsistent with federal, state and/or local water quality
standards 1s conicmplated.
b Will permits under Scction 403 of the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act be required?
Answcr: No permits under Section 403 will be required.
Respectfully submutted,

RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

o kil B i) Lor’

Richard R. Wilson, Esq.

RICHARD R. WILSON. P.C.
127 Lexington Avcnuc
Altoona, PA 16601

(814) 944-5302
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RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Afttorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson@atlantichbn net — Email (412)471-1800
www rrwilsonesq com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfih Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA
1 Credit Union Place, Ste. 340
Wildwood Center

Harrisburg, PA 17110

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Countics, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Countics, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation 1s preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two ycars. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this Iine. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad servicc on the branch. In connection with these
proccedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports ‘We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matlers addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact the
Scction of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statucs and regulations 1mposc stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written

Appendix B



Naturai Resources Conservation Service
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated withmn
three weeks from the date of this lctter.

Thank you for your participation n this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R WILSON, P.C.
" Righad P. (5] bt

Richard R Wilson, Esq.
Attorney {or West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industrial Railroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosures

XC West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industnal Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Butlding
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rmwilson(@atlantichbn net — Email (412)471-1800
www.rrwilsonesg.com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
QOakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

U.S. Army Corps. of Engincers Office
Wanamaker Building

100 Pcnn Square East

Philadelphia, PA 19107-3390

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifllinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvama

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
MifTlinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this linc. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad scrvice on the branch. In connection with thesc
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment, In this connection, would you please respond to us with written comments
periaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may revicw the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental analysis of this procceding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or 1f
you have any qucstions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the abovc noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations imposc stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



U.S. Ammy Corps. of Engineers Office
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter

Thank you for your particjpation in this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P C.
K tehaist €. otk

Richard R. Wilson, Esq.
Attormey for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industrial Rinlroad Company

I

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industnal Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilsoniatlanticbbn net — Email (412)471-1800
www rmwilsonesg.com - Website (412) 471-4477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Northumberland County
Sunbury Service Center

441 Plum Creek Road
Sunbury, PA 17801-9220

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industnal Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed 1s a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this linc. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an cnvironmental and
historical reports. We have cnclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We arc providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for thc STB’s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you belicve pertinent information is missing or 1f
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, pleasc contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your writtcn



Natural Resources Conservation Service
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for vour partic}pation n this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P C.

£ okt £ U il bt

Richard R. Wilson, Esq
Attorney for West Shore Railroad and Umon
County Industnal Railroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industrial Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counscl to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LI.C
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson(@atlanticbbn net — Email (412)471-1800
www rrwilsonesq com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
300 West Gate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Indusirial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvama. The linc has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed 1s a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad servicc on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consull with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this conncction, would you please respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations imposc stringent deadlines for proccssing this action, your wniten



U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attomey) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter

Thank you for your particjpation in this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P C

Dl £ Ioflel

Richard R Wilson, Esq
Attorncy for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industnal Rmlroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosurcs

XC West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industnal Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counscl to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
mwilson(@atlanticbbn.net — Emal (412) 471-1800
www rrwilsonesq.com - Website (412) 471-4477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

Deccmber 12, 2007

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Excmption-Mifflinburg Branch in Umon and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon 1its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this Iine. In addition, Union County Industnal Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authornization to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with thesc
proceedings, fedcral rcgulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information rcquired for preparation of an environmentat and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with written comments
pertaining to thc matters addressed 1n these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with thesc reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB's indcpendent environmental analysis of this procecding. If any of
the information 1s misleading or incorrcct, 1f you believe pertinent information 1s missing or 1f
you have any questions about the Board’s cnvironmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statucs and regulations 1mposc stringent deadlincs for processing this action, your written



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
December 12, 2008 )
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for your particzpation in this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R WILSON, P C
%g;@// £. [(JL&—!“/M

Richard R. Wiison, Esq.
Attorney for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industnal Railroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industnial Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law
A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray L.LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson(@atlanticbbn.net — Email (412)471-1800
www rrwilsonesq.com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX

851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Pcnnsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
Walter Planning Office (Costal Zone Management)
P.O. Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15" Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industnal Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Encloscd is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this Iine. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. I[n this connection, would you please respond to us with wntten comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you belicve pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board's environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your wntten



Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for your participation n this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R WILSON, P.C

'?[c:lzz,ui £ U L/Zm/éaﬁ

Richard R. Wilson. Esq.
Attornev for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industnal Railroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc: West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industnal Railroad



RICHARD R, WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson@atlanticbbn.net — Email (412)471-1800
www.rrwilsonesg.com - Website (412) 471-4477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
QOakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA
1 Credit Union Place, Ste. 340
Wildwood Center

Harrisburg, PA 17110

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be adviscd that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Encloscd is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may rcview the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s indcpendent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s cnvironmental review process, please contact thc
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statucs and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



Natural Resources Conservation Service
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy o the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for your participation 1n this process.

Very trulv yours.

RICHARD R WILSON, PC

Kiitpt € b onflat

Richard R Wilson. Esq.
Attomney for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industrial Ralroad Company

I

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc West Shore Railroad - Enc Winslow
Union County Industnal Railroad



RICHARD R, WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grunt Building
(814) 9446978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson(@atlanticbbn.net — Email (412) 471-1800
www rrwilsonesq.com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Northumberland County Board Commissioners
Sunbury, PA 17801

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Countics, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industnal Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Excmption-Mifllinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of scrvice for more than two years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authonzation to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proccedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the junsdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surfacc Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



Northumberland County Board Commussioners
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for your participation in this process.

Very truly yours.

RICHARD R.WILSON. P C.

' it

Richard R Wilson, Esq.
Attorncy for West Shore Railroad and Umon
County Industnal Raiiroad Company )

RRW/bab

Enclosures

XC West Shore Railroad — Eric Winslow
Union Countv [ndustrial Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law
A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson@atlanticbbn.net — Email (412)471-1800
www.rTwilsonesg.com - Website (412) 471-4477 FAX

851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Union County Planning Commission

Union County Government Center

Shawn McLaughlin, AICP — Planning Dircctor
155 N. 15™ St.

Lewisburg, PA 17837

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industnal Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shorc Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifilinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvama. The line has been out
of service for more than iwo years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this linc. In addition, Union County Industnial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authornzation to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with thesc
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with wnitten comments
pertaining to the mattcrs addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with thesc reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or 1f
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review proccss, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



Umon County Planning Commission
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for your particjpation in this process

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P C

Frrctacd € ) o fish

Richard R Wilson, Esq
Attorney for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industrial Railroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc: West Shore Railroad — Eric Winslow
Union County Industnal Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Buillding
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson(@atlanticbbn.net — Email (412) 471-1800
www. rrwilsonesq.com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Strect
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Union County Government Center
Preston Bopp — Chairman Commissioner
155 N. 15™ Street

Lewisburg, PA 17837

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuancc of Scrvice
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs.

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon 1ts
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you pleasc respond to us with written comments
pertaming to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may revicw the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact the
Scction of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



Union County Government Center
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attomey) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter

Thank you for your particypation in this process.

Very truly vours,

y RICHARD R.WILSON, P.C

Brotand £, &) poat

Richard R Wilson, Esq.
Attorney for West Shore Railroad and Umon
County Industnal Railroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Umion County Industnial Ralroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pitisburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson(@atlanticbbn.net — Email (412) 471-1800
www.rrwilsonesq.com - Website (412) 471-4477 FAX
851 Twelfth Strcet
QOakmont, PA 15139

Dccember 12, 2007

NOAA, N/NGS12

National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberiand Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs.

Plcase be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvama. The line has been out
of scrvice for more than two years. Enclosed 1s a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authonization to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
procecdings, fedcral regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you plcase respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matters addressed 1n these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you belicve pertinent information is missing or 1f
you have any questions about the Board’s cnvironmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Strect, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



National Geodetic Survey
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this lctter.

Thank you for your particjpation in this process.

Very truly vours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P C.

?((M £ Ucléﬂ/éeb

Richard R Wilson. Esq.
Attornev for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industrial Railroad Company

RRW bab

Enclosures

Xc West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Linion County Industrial Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson(@atlanticbbn.net — Email (412)471-1800
www.rtwilsonesg.com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Qakmont, PA 15139

Deccember 12, 2007

U.S. National Park Scrvice
U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadclphia, PA 19106

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Countics, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Plcase be adviscd that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifllinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authonzation to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an cnvironmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed drafi Environmental and Histonc Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you plcase respond to us with wntten comments
pertaining to the matters addresscd 1n these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent cnvironmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact the
Scction of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the abovec noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlincs for processing this action, your written



U.S. National Park Service
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorney) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter

Thank you for your particjpation in this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P.C.
P ihoid £ S fsk

Richard R Wilsen, Esq
Attorney for West Shore Railroad and Union
County Industrial Railroad Company

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc West Shore Ratlroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industrial Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pitisburgh, PA 15219
mwilson(@atlanticbbn.nct — Email (412)471-1800
www.rrwilsonesq.com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Pennsylvama Dcpartment of Transportation
Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports and Waterways
P.O. Box 2777

Hamsburg, PA 17105

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberiand Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon its
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed 1s a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
histonical reports. We have encloscd draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with wntten comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall wathin the junsdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or 1f
you have any qucstions about the Board’s environmental review process, please contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and rcfer the above noted docket numbers. Becausc the applicable
statues and regulations imposc stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



Pennsylvama Department of Transportation
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments to the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorey) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for your participation in this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P C.

77) (2fond € ( cW

Richard R Wilson. Esq.
Altorney for West Shore Railroad and Union
County [ndustrial Railroad Company

1

RRW/bab

Enclosures

Xc: West Shore Railroad — Eric Winslow
Umon County Industrial Railroad



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Putisburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson@atlanticbbn.net -- Email {412)471-1800
www rmwilsonesq com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

300 North Strect

Harrnisburg, PA 17120

Re:  Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Docket
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Scrvice
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Plcase be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is preparing to abandon 1ts
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvama. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinuc railroad service on the branch. In connection with these
proccedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencics and obtain information requircd for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you pleasc respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you believe pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, plcasc contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surfacc Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicable
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



RICHARD R. WILSON, P.C.

Attorney at Law

A Professional Corporation Of Counsel to:
(814) 944-5302 127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100 Vuono & Gray LLC
888-454-3817 (Toll Free) Altoona, PA 16601 2310 Grant Building
(814) 944-6978 FAX Pittsburgh, PA 15219
rrwilson@patlanticbbn.net — Email (412)471-1800
www rrwilsonesg.com - Website (412) 4714477 FAX
851 Twelfth Street
Oakmont, PA 15139

December 12, 2007

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Re: Docket No. AB1017X West Shore Railroad Corporation-Abandonment
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania and Dockel
No. AB-1018X- Union County Industrial Railroad Company Discontinuance of Service
Exemption-Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania

Dear Sirs:

Please be advised that West Shore Railroad Corporation is prepanng to abandon 1ts
Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania. The line has been out
of service for more than two years. Enclosed is a copy of a rail map indicating the location of
this line. In addition, Union County Industrial Railroad Corporation will be filing for
authorization to discontinue railroad servicc on the branch. In connection with these
proceedings, federal regulations at 49 C.F.R.§1105.11(c) require the railroads to consult with
various agencies and obtain information required for preparation of an environmental and
historical reports. We have enclosed draft Environmental and Historic Reports for your review
and comment. In this connection, would you please respond to us with written comments
pertaining to the matters addressed in these reports which fall within the jurisdiction of your
agency.

We are providing you with these reports so that you may review the information that will
form the basis for the STB’s indcpcndent environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of
the information is misleading or incorrect, if you beheve pertinent information is missing or if
you have any questions about the Board’s environmental review process, plcase contact the
Section of Environmental Analysis, Surface Transportation Board, 395 E Street, SW,
Washington, DC 20123-0001 and refer the above noted docket numbers. Because the applicabic
statues and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written



Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection
December 12, 2008
Page 2

comments o the SEA (with a copy to the undersigned attorncy) would be appreciated within
three weeks from the date of this letter.

Thank you for your partic.lpatlon In this process.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD R.WILSON, P C

ekt £. 0 dboefrd

Richard R Wilson, Esq
Attorney for West Shore Ratlroad and Union
County Industnal Railroad Company

RRW/ab
Enclosures

Xc West Shore Railroad — Enc Winslow
Union County Industnal Railroad



U ”@ Union County Planning Commussion

| SS— [ -
[ /7 Union County Government Center - 155 North 15th Street Telephone (570) 524-3840
Lewisburg, Pennsylvania 17837-8822 Fax (570) 524-3850

Decemiber 18, 2007

Richard R. Wilson, P.C

Attorney at Law .
127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100
Altoona, PA 16601

RE: Docket No. AB-1017X West Shore Railroad and Docket No. AB-1018X Union County
Industrial Railroad Company

Dear Attomey Wilson:

Qur office is in receipt of your letter dated December 127, 2007 regarding the intent by West Shore
Railroad to abandon its Mifflinburg Branch between Mifflinburg and Montandon, Pennsylvania and the
planned discontinuance of service by the Union County Industrial Railroad on this same branch. As per
your request | reviewed the Joint Environmental and Joint Historical Reports for the above referenced
dockets for misleading. incorrect, and missing information and have no comments.

As you might be aware the Union County Planning Commission worked with the West Shore Railroad to
complete a rail trail feasibility study 1n 2003 and 2004. Given the lack of rail traffic over the last several
years. the condition of the existing railroad infrastructure, and the absence of demand for future rail
freight service, the Planning Commission supports the conversion of this railroad linc for trail use under
the appropriate state and federal Iegislation authorizing the same. The preservation of this corridor is a
priority for our community.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the reports and please do not hesitate to contact
me 1f you have any questions or to discuss this mater further

Sincegely.
/ []

Shawn R McLaughlin, MGP-.._______
Planning Director

cc: File

«
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Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection

Rachel Carson State Office Building
P.O. Box 2063
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063
December 21, 2007

Water Planning Office 717-772-5622

Richard R. Wilson, P.C.
Attorney at Law

127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100
Altoona, PA 16601

Re: DEP File No. CZ7:FPL
Dear Mr. Wilson:

On December 18, 2007, the Pennsylvania Coastal Resources Management (CRM) Program
recelved information on the following two proposed railroad actions:

Docket No. AB-1017X, West Shore Railroad Corporal;_ion - Abandonment Eiemption -
Mifflinburg Branch Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania, and

Docket No. AB-1018X, Union County Industrial Railway Company- Discontinuance of
Service Exemption — Mifflinburg Branch in Union and Northumberland Counties,
Pennsylvania.

These actions were sent for our federal consistency review as required under 15 CFR Part 930
Subpart D - Consistency for Federally Licensed and Permit Activities. We have determined that the
above actions are located outside of Pennsylvania’s Coastal Zoncs, and will not impact upon them.
Therefore, these actions are consistent with Pennsylvania’s CRM Program.

In conclusion, please note that this determination pertains only to the federal consistency review
requirements under the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, and does not
constitute a watver from further Department of Environmental Protection’s review or other
Departmental permits.

Sincerely,
—
. Lawrence J. Toth

Environmental Planner
Coastal Resources Management Program

An Fqual Opportunity Fmplayer www.dep.state.pa.us Prnted un Recycled vaper@
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Pennsylvama Ficld Office

315 South Allen Street, Suite 322
State College, Pennsylvania 16801-4850

January 17, 2008

Richard Wilson

Altorney at Law

127 Lexington Avenue, Suite 100
Altoona, PA 16601

RE: USFWS Projcct #2008-0489
Dear Mr. Wilson-

This responds to your letter of December 12, 2007, requesting information about federally listed and
proposed endangered and threatened species within the arca affected by the proposed Mifllinburg
branch railroad abandonment located in Union and Northumberland Counties, Pennsylvania. The
following comments are provided pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 ef seq.) 10 ensure the protcction of endangered and threatened specics.

Except for occasional transient species, no federally listed or proposcd threatened or endangered
species under our jurisdiction are known to occur within the project impact area, Therefore, based on
currently available information, no biological assessment or further consultation under the
Endangered Species Act is required with the Fish and Wildlife Service. Should project plans change,
or if additional information on listed or proposed species becomes available, this dctermination may
be reconsidered.

Plcase note that a ficld survey may reveal previously undocumented populations of onc or more
species of concern within a projcct arca. Refer 1o the enclosed list of Federally Listed, Proposed, and
Candidate Species in Pennsylvamia to detcrmine which specics may be found 1n your project arca if
suitable habitat is present. If surveys or further information reveals that a federally listed, proposed,
or candidate species exists in your projcct arca, contact the Fish and Wildlife Service immediately to
discuss measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts to the species prior to initiating your project

This determination is valid for onc ycar from the date of this letter. If the proposed project has not
been fully implemented prior to this, please access the PNDI Project Planning Environmental Review
tool on the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program’s website (www naturalheritage.state.pa.us) to
screen this project for potential impacts to species of special concern, including federally listed and
proposed species. If this project is considered a “large project” as defined on the subject website,
subnut the project dircetly to our office for review, rather than using the online screcning tool

This responsc relatcs only to endangered or threatened species under our jurisdiction, based on an
office review of the proposed project's location. No ficld inspection of the project area has been
conducted by this office. Consequently, this letter is not to be construcd as addressing potential



Service concerns under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act or other authorities.

To avoud potential delays in reviewing vour project, please use the above-referenced USFWS project
tracking number in any future correspondence regarding this project

Please contact Pam Shellenberger of my staff at 814-234-4090 if you have any questions or require
further assistance.

Sincerely,
avid Djnsmore
Supcrvisor

Enclosure



Federally Listed, Proposed, and Candidate Species in Pennsylvania
(revised August 15, 2007)

Common Name

MAMMALS
Indiana bat

BIRDS
Piping plover

REPTILES
Bog turtle

Eastemn massasauga
ratiesnake

MUSSELS
Clubshell

Dwarf
wedgemussel

Northem riffleshall

Myotis sodalis Hibemacuia: Amstrong, Beaver, Blaw, Centre,

Charadrius melodus

Clemmys (Glyptemys)
muhlenbergii

Sistrurus catenaius
calonatus

Pleurobema clava

Alasmidonta
heterodon

Epioblasma ftorulosa
ranglana

Fayette, Huntingdon, Lawrence, Luzeme, Miffin and
Somerset Co. Matemuty sites: Bedford, Berks and
Bilaur Counties. Potential winter habitat state-wide in
caves of abandoned mines. Potential summer
habitat state-wide In forests or wooded areas

Designated cntical habitat on Presque Isle (Eria
Co.). Migratory. No nesting in PA since 1950s, but
recent colonization attempts at Presque Isle

Adams, Barks, Bucks, Chaster, Cumberiand,
Delaware, Franklin, Lancaster, Lebanon, Lehigh,
Monroe, Montgomery, Northampton, Schuylkill and
York Co.

Historically found in Crawford, Mercer and
Philadelphia Co.

Butler, Crawford, Mercer and Venango Co.
Historically found in Allegheny and Lawrence Co.

French Creek and Allegheny River (and some
fributaries) in Armstrong, Clarion, Crawford, Erie,
Forest, Mercer, Venango, and Warren Co;
Shenango River (Mercer and Crawford Co )

Has not been found recently in 13 straams of
historical occurrence in Buller, Beaver, Fayetie,
Greens, Indiana, Lawrence, and Wastmoreland Co.

Delaware River (Pike and Wayne Co.).

Has not been found recently in streams of historical
occurrence in the Delaware River watershed
(Bucks, Carbon, Chester, Philadelphia Co.) or
Susquehanna River watershed {Lancaster Co.)

Fronch Creek and Allegheny River (and some
tributanes) in Armstrong, Clarion, Crawford, Erie,
Forest, Mercer, Venango, and Wamen Co.

Has not been found recently in streams of historical
occurrence, including: Shenango River (Lawrence
Co.), Conewango Creek (Wamen Co.)

US Fish and Wildiife Sernice
315 South Alfen Sirsel, Sulte 322, Stals College, Pennsylvania 16801



Common Name

MUSSELS
(continued)

'Rayed bean

Sheepnose

FISH

Shortnose
sturgeon’

PLANTS
Noriheastem
buirush

Small-whorled
pogonia

Scigntific Name

Villosa fabalis

Plethobasus cyphyus

Acipenser
brevirostrum

Scipus
ancistrochaelus

Isotria medeclordes

Status'

Distribution (Counties and/or Watersheds)

French Creek and Allegheny River (Armstrong,
Clarion, Crawford, Ene, Forest, Mercer, Venango,
Warren Co ), Cussewago Creek (Crawford Co.).

Has not been found recently in 5 streams of
histoncal occurrence in Armsirong, Lawrence,
Mercer and Wamen Co

Allegheny River (Forest and Venango Co ).

Has not been found recently in streams of histoncal
occurrence, including: Allegheny River (Armstrong
Co.), Beaver River (Lawrence Co.), Ohio River
(Allegheny and Beaver Co ), and Monongahela
River (Washington Co )

»

Delaware Fllve:r'and other Atlantic coastal waters

Adams, Bedford, Blair, Cambna, Carbon, Centre,
Clinton, Columbia, Cumberiand, Dauphin, Franklin,
Fulton, Huntingdon, Lackawanna, Lehigh,
Lycoming, Miffin, Monroe, Perry, Snyder, Tioga,
and Union Co. -

Histonically found in Northampton Co.
Centre, Chester and Venango Co.

Histoncally found in Berks, Greene, Monroe,
Montgomery and Philadeiphia Co

. E = Endangered; T = Threatened, P = Proposed for listing, C = Candidate
Shortnose sturgeon 1 under the junisdiction of the National Manne Fishenes Service

s ]

US Fish and Wildiife Service
315 South Allen Street, Stnte 322, Stats Coflege, Psnnsylvania 16801



United States Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
One Credit Union Place, Sute 340
Hamsburg, PA 1700-2993

January 15, 2008

Mr. Richard R. Wilson, P.C.
A Professional Corporation
127 Lexington Ave, Suite 100
Altoona, PA 16601

Re: West Shore Railroad Corp
Union and Northumberland Counties, PA

As requested in a letter dated December 12, 2007, we have reviewed the project location for possible
areas of concern to the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.

The project 1s entirely within the urban boundarics of an area that has been previously converted to non-
agricultural uses, and no federally designated farmlands exist in the proposed project area.

As for any praject involving earthmoving, both temporary and permanent erosion and sedimentation
control practices should be planned, implemented and maintained. We recommend consultation with
appropriate county conservation districts for review of erosion and sedimentation control plans and
practices.

Contact me at (717) 237-2218, FAX (717) 237-2238; cmail:timothy.emenheiser@pa.usda.gov if you need
more information

. . i~
Tim Emenheiser
Resource Conservationist

cc: Kevin Blake, District Conservationist, Sunbury, PA

"~ mee
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Richard R. Wilson hereby certifies that on this 6 day of February, 2008 he did

servce a truc and correct copy of the foregoing Environmental Report upon the following

by first class mail, postage prepaid at the addresses set forth below:

US Amy Corps. of Engineers Office
Wanamaker Building

100 Pcnn Squarc East

Philadclphia, PA 19107-3390

Natural Resources Conscrvation Scrvice
for Union County

Mill Hall Service Center

216 Spring Run Road

Mill Hall, PA 17751-9579

Natural Resources Conscrvation Service
for Northumberland County

Sunbury Service Center

441 Plum Crcck Road

Sunbury, PA 17801-9220

U S. Fish & Wildlife Scrvicc - Region 5
300 West Gate Center Drive
Hadley, MA 01035-9589

UI.S Environmental Protection Agency-
Region 3

1650 Arch Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103

U.S. National Park Scrvice
Northeast Region

US Cusiom House

200 Chestnut St., Fifth Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19106

PA Depariment of Transportation

Bureau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways
P O Box 2777

Harnisburg, PA 17105

PA Historical & Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

300 North Street

Hamsburg, PA 17120

PA Dcpartment of Environmental
Protection

400 Market Street

P O Box 2063

Harrisburg, PA 17105

PA Depariment of Environmental
Protection

Water Planming Office (Costal Zone Mgmt.)
P O Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15™ Floor

Harnsburg, PA 17105-2063

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

1 Credit Union Place, Ste 340
Wildwood Ccenter

Hamsburg, PA 17110

Board of Commissioners
Northumbcrland County
Samuel Deitrick, Chairman
Sunbury, PA 17801

LUmon County Planning Commuission
Umion County Government Center
Shawn McLaughlin, AICP-Planning Dir.
155 N. 15" Street

Lewisburg, PA 17837



Union County Government Center
Preston Bopp - Chairman Commussioncr
155N 15" Street

Lewisburg, PA 17837

Lewisburg Arca Recrcation Authority
Atn Angela Zimmerman

629 Fairground Road

Lewisburg, PA 17837

NOAA, N/NGS12

National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

?Maf 2. (b

Richard R. Wilson, Esq.




APPENDIX C

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

 of
Richard R. Wilson hercby certifics that on this 85 day of M 2008 he did

serve a truc and correct copy of the loregoing Joint Notice of Exemption upon the following

by first class mail, postage prepaid at the addresses set [orth below:

U S. Army Corps of Engineers
Wanamaker Bldg.

100 Penn Square East
Philadclphia, PA 19107-3390

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Union County

216 Spring Run Road

Mill Hall, PA 17751-9579

Natural Resourcces Conscrvation Scrvice
Northumbcrland County

441 Plum Creck Road

Sunbury, PA 17801-9220

NOAA, N/NGSI12

National Geodetic Survey SSMC-3, #9202
1315 Fast-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

U S Fish and Wildlife Service
300 West Gate Center Dnive
Hadley, MA (11035-9589

L.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1650 Arch Strcet
Philadclphia, PA 19103

U.S. National Park Scrvice
U.S. Custom House

200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor
Philadclphia, PA 19106

12

Union County Government Center
Preston Bopp — Chairman Commissioner
155 N.15™ Street

Lewisburg, PA 17837

PA Depariment of Transportation

Burcau of Rail Freight, Ports & Waterways
P.O, Box 2777

Harrisburg, PA 17105

PA Historical & Museum Commission
Bureau for Historic Preservation

300 North Street

Harrisburg, PA 17120

PA Department of Environmental Protection
Water Planming Officc (Costal Zone Mgmt )
P.O. Box 2063

400 Market Street, 15™ Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063

Natural Resources Conservation Scrvice
USDA

1 Credit Union Place, Ste 340
Wildwood Center

Hamnsburg, PA 17110

Board of Commissioncrs
Northumberland County
Samuel Deitrick, Chairman
Sunbury, PA 17801



Union County Planning Commission

Shawn McLaughlin. AICP-Planning Dir.

Union County Government Center
155 N. 15" Strect
Lewisburg, PA 17837

The Honorable Christopher P Carney
416 Cannon Housc Officc Building
Washingtlon, DC 22515

Lewisburg Arca Recreation Authority
Attn. Angela Zimmerman

629 Fairground Road

Lewisburg, PA 17837

(bl B —

Richard R. Wilson, Esq.




