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BY HAND DELIVERY FEE
The Honorable Anne K Quinfan {ECEIVE
Acting Secretary APR 1 6 2008
Surface Transportation Board SURFAC -
395 E Street S W 'RANspo E
Washington, DC 20423-00{ RTATION BoARp

Re STB Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No 1X) GrBat Western Railway of

Colorado, LLC - Abandonment Exemption - In Weld County,
Colorado .

Dear Secretary Willams.

Attached for filing are the onginal and ten copies of a Notice of Exemption
under 49 C FR 1152 50 Also attached i1s a check covenng the $3,200 filing fee.

Please time and date stamp the extra copy of the Notice of Exemption and
retum it with our messenger

If you have any questions, please call me

Lt

Karl Morell FILED
APR 1 6 7008

Enclosures URFACE -
TRANSPORTATION BOARD

i
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BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO AB-857 (SUB-NO 1X)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO, LLC
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION — g
IN WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Karl Morell

Of Counscl

Ball Jamk LLP

1455 F Street, N W

Surte 225

Washington, D.C 20005
(202) 638-3307

Attorney for-

Great Western Railway
Of Colorado. LLC

Dated April 16. 2008



BEFORE THE

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO AB-857 (SUB-NO 1X)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO. LLC
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") files this Venfied Notice of
Exemption pursuant to the class exemption at 49 CF R § 1152 50 to abandon 1ts Welty
Branch located between milepost 0 0 at Johnstown, Colorado and milcpost 6 2 near
Welty, Colorado. totaling approximately 6 2 mtles (the "Linc")

1. Proposcd consummation date

The proposed consummation date 1s June 5. 2008

[ L& ]

Certification required by 49 C F.R § 1152 50(b)
The required certification 1s attached to this Notice of Exemption as Exhibit A.

3 Information required by 49 C F R. § 1152 22(a)(1) through (4), (7). and (8) and
(e)4)



(a) General
(1) Exact name of the applicant.
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC

(2)  Whether applicant 1s a common carrier by railroad subject to 49U S C
Subtitle IV, Chapter 105

GWRC is a common carrier by railroad subjcct to 49 U.S.C. Subtitle IV,
Chapter 105.
(3)  Rchef sought

GWRC sccks to use the class cxemptionat 49 CFR § 1152 50 to
abandon 1ts Welty Branch located between milepost 0.0 at Johnstown, Colorado
and milepost 6 2 at Welty, Colorado, totaling approximately 6 2 mles. There has
been no local tratfic on the Line in over 20 years. The Line 1s stub-ended and not
capable of handling overhead traffic
(4 Map.

A map depicting the trackage covered by the proposed abandonment 1s
attached as Exhibit B

(5 Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent

Karl Morell

Of Counsel

Ball Janik LLP

1455 F Street, N.W., Suite 225
Washington, D C. 20005
(202) 638-3307

(8)  List of all United States Postal Service Postal ZIP Codes the line proposed
for abandonment traverses

The Line traverses ZIP Codes 80534 and 80513



(e) Rural and commumty impact
(4) Statement of whether the propcrtics proposed to be abandoned are
appropriate for use for other public purposes, including roads and
highways, other forms of transportation, conservation, cnergy production
or transmussion, or recreation If the apphcant 1s aware of any restnction
on the title to the property, including any reversionary interest, which
would cffcct the transfer of title or use of property for other than rail
purposes. this shall be disctosed
The Line traverses a pnmanly rural area that has an adequate road and
highway network Therefore, there 1s little or no likelihood the rail corndor 1s
needed for a transit or hghway corndor Some of the property underlying the
nght-of-way may be reversionary, which would affect the transfer of the property
for other than rail or railbanking purposes
4 The level of labor protection
The interests of the railroad employees who may be adverscly

affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor

protective conditions 1n Qregon Short Line R Co — Abandonment — Goshen, 360

I.CC 91 (1979).
5 Certification
Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49
CFR §§ 1152 50(d)(1) and 1105 12 are attached as Exhibit C
6 Environmental Report. |
The Environmental Report containing information required by 49
CFR § 1105.7(c) 1s attached to this Noticc of Exemption as Exhibit D Based

on the information in GWRC's possession, the Line does not contain federally



granted nght-of-way Any documentation 1n the railroad's possession will be

made promptly available to those requesting 1t

7 Histonc Report.

The Historic Report containing information required by 49 CF R

§ 1105 8 1s attached to this Notice of Exemption as Exhibit E

Dated Apnl 16, 2008

Respectfylly submutted.

a./

Kar| Morell

Of Counsel

Ball Janik LLP

1455 F Street, N W

Suite 225

Washington, D C. 20005
(202) 638-3307

Attorney for
Great Western Rmlway
Of Colorado, LLC



EXHIBIT A

VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

I. Michacl J. Ogborn, being duly sworn depose and state that 1 am Manager of
Great Western Rallway, LLC ("GWRC"), that I am authorized to make this venfication,
and that I have read the foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the facts asserted
therein are true and accuratc as stated to the best of my knowledge, information, and
belief

I hereby certify that no local or overhead traffic has been handled on GWRC's rail
hne located between milepost 0.0, at Johnstown, and milepost 6.2, near Welty, in Weld
County, Colorado (the "Line") forat lcast two (2) years prior to the date hereof. Further,
no formal complant filed by a user of rail service on the Line (or a State or local
government cntity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation of service over the
Line either 1s pecnding with the Surface Transportation Board or any U.S. District Court
or has been decided 1n favor of a complainant within the two-year period.

The foregoing certification 1s made on behalf of GWRC by the

undersigned after due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based

on the best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the undersigned

Michael J-Ogborh’

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me lhls-[l_a_d{day of Apml, 2008. My

AN
Commussion Expires:- Z'HQ“ pEg" - W

. x . .. Notary Public

My Commission Expires 11/01/2008
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EXHIBIT C
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 499 CF R § 1152 50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of the proposed abandonment in STB Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No 1X) was mailed via
first class mail on February 29, 2008, to the following parties

State Public Service Commussion

Colorado Transportation Commission
4201 East Arkansas Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80222-3406

Public Utilities Commussion
State of Colorado

1560 Broadway

Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

Military Traffic Management Command

MTMCTEA

Attn: Railroads for Nattonal Defense
720 Thimble Shoals Blvd

Suite 130

Newport News, Virgima 23606-2574

National Park Service

U S Department of Interior
National Park Service
Recrcation Resources Division
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D C  20242-0001



U S Department of Agniculture

U.S. Department of Agnculture
Chuet of the Forest Service

4" Floor N W, Yates Building
201 14™ Street, S W
Washington, D.C 20250

Dated. Apnl 16, 2008

7 Karl Morell



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION
The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposcd abandonment in STB
Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No 1X) was advertised on March 2, 2008, 1n The Greeley
Tnbune. a newspaper of general circulation in Weld County, Colorado, as required by 49
CFR §110512

Dated. April 16, 2008

Karl Morell



ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements ot 49 C F.R. § 1105 7, thc undersigned hereby
certifics that a copy of the Environmental Report in STB Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No
1X) was mailed wia first class mail on February 21, 2008, to the following parties

Colorado Department of Transportation
4201 E Arkansas Avenue
Denver, Colorado 80222-3406

Public Utilities Commussion
State of Colorado

1580 Logan Street

Office Level 2

Denver, Colorado 80203

Mr Allen Green

State Conservationist

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
655 Parfet Street, Room E200C

Lakewood, Colorado 80215

Weld County Commuissioners
P O. Box 758
Greeley, Colorado 80632

United States Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, Colorado 80202-1129

Ms Susan C Linner

U S Fish and Wildlife Service
P.O Box 25486, DFC (65412)
Denver, Colorado 80225-0486

Mr. Timothy T. Carey

U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers
Omaha District

9307 South Wadsworth Boulevard
Littleton, CO 80128-6901

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creek Dnive South
Denver, Colorado 80246



Ms Chern Esperscn
National Park Service
RTCA Program

1201 Eye Street, N W

9" Floor (Org Code 2240)
Washington, D C 20005

The National Geodetic Survey
Department of Commerce/NOAA
SSMC3

Station 9356

1315 East West Highway

Silver Springs. Maryland 20910

Date: i\?, 2008

" Karl Moreli



HISTORIC REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C F R. § 1105 8(c), the undersigned hereby
certifics that a copy of the Historic Report in STB Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No. 1X) was
mailed via first class mail on February 21, 2008, to the following party.

Ms Georgianna Contiguglha

Office of Archaeology & Histonc Preservation
1300 Broadway

Denver, Colorado 80203

Date* Apnl 16,2008

"Karl Morell



EXHIBITD

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT
(49 C.F.R. SECTION 1105.7)

DOCKET NO. AB-857 (SUB-NO. 1X)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO, LLC
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

1. Proposed Actions and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action,
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line
and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in the current
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposcd action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delincating the project.

Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") proposes to abandon 1its
Welty Branch located between milepost 0 0 at Johnstown, Colorado and milepost 6 2, at
Woelty, 1n Weld County Colorado, totaling approximately 6 2 mtles (the "Line”). Upon
receipt of abandonment authonty, GWRC intends to remove the rail, track matenals, and
cross ties

During the removal of the track and track matenals, GWRC does not anticipate
the use of any access roads, the nced to conduct dredging, or the use of fill  Only existing
public and pnivate access roads and the GWRC nght-of-way should be needed to
facilitatc thc salvage operations In addition, there arc no plans of disturbing the
underlying roadbed There are no bridges to be removed and no surrounding waterways

The Line has not been used for local traffic in over 20 years and no maintenance
has been performed on any portion of the Line  The Line 1s stub-ended and not capable
of handling overhead traffic. Therefore, the proposed abandonment will not change rail
freight operations or maintenance practices on this Line

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and pass
the opportunity costs of retaiming the Line to all other GWRC customers  Obwviously, this
would not be a prudent use of GWRC's resources The Line 1s in extremcly poor
condition

A map of the proposcd abandonment 1s attached as Exhibit |

2. Transportation System. Describe the cffects of the proposed action
on regional or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of



traffic (passenger and freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems
or modes as a result of the proposed action.

No passenger or freight traffic will be diverted to other modes as a result of the
proposed abandonment. No local traffic has moved over the Line 1n over 20 years and
thc Line 1s not capable of handhng overhead traffic. Therefore, the proposed
abandonment will have no adverse effects on local or regional transportation systems or
pattcrns

3. Land Use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional
planning agencies and/or a review of the official planning documents prepared by
such agencies, state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use
plans. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on the consultation with the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service, state the effect of the proposed action on any prime
agricultural land. (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designated
coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by §1105.9. (iv) If the
proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable
for alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10905 § and explain why.

(1) GWRC 1s confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with
local land use plans GWRC contacted the local government of Weld County. See
Exhihit 2 To datc, no responsc to this inquiry has been received A copy of this Report
15 being supplicd to the Weld County Commusstoners for their information and comment

() GWRC contacted the Natural Resourcc and Conservation Service
(“NRCS™ and requested assistance in 1dentifyaing any potential cffects on prime
agnicultural land See Exhibit 3 In 1ts response, NRCS notcd that the "potential impact
on pnme agncultural land will be none *  See Exhibit 3.

(im)  The Linc does not pass through a designated coastal zone

(iv)  The nght-of-way involved does not appear to be sumtable for altenative
public usc other than as a recreational trail since 1t 1s located, for the most part, in a rural,
sparsely populated arca No State or local entity has expressed an interest 1n the nght-of-
way

4, Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on
trausportation of energy resources. (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on
recyclable commodities. (iii) State whether the proposced action will result in an
increase or decreasc in overall energy efficiency and explain why. (iv) If the
proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of more than: (A)
1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for
any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy
consumption and show data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.



(1) The proposed abandonment will havc no effect on the transportation of
€nergy resources

(n)  The proposed abandonment wili have no cffect on the transportation of
recyclable commoditics.

(1)  The proposed abandonment will have no adverse effect on overall energy
efficiency since no local trattic has moved over the Line 1n over 20 ycars and the Line 1s
not capable of handling overhead traffic Any traffic that previously moved over the Line
has long ago been transferred either to other modes or other routings.

(iv)  The proposcd abandonment will not causc the diversion of any rail traffic
to motor carriage since no local traffic has been handled over the Line in many years and
the Line 1s not capable of handling overhead traffic

S. Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in either: (A) An increase
in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least eight trains a day on any segment of rail line affected by the
proposal, or (B) An increase in rail yard activity of at lcast 100 percent {measured
by carload activity), or (C) An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10
percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road
segment, quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49
US.C. § 10901 (or 10502) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a
previously abandoned line, only the eight train a day provision in subsection
(5)(I}(A) will apply. (ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or non-attainment
arca under the Clean Air Act, and will result in cither: (A) An increase in rail traffic
of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an increasc of at
least three trains a day on any scgment of rail line, (B) An increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) An average
increase in truck traffic of morc than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50
vehicles a day on a given road segment, then state whether any expected increased
cmissions are within the parameters established by the State Implementation Plan.
However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505), or
a case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned line, only
the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. (iii) If transportation of
ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated,
identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices
(including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent
availablc) on derailments, accidents and spills; contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting
materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

(1) The proposed abandonment will not result in mecting or exceeding these
thresholds



(i)  The proposed abandonment will not result 1n mecting or exceceding these
thresholds.

(1) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone
depleting matenals

6. Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item 5(i) of this section
are surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental
increase in noise levels of three decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) An increase to a noise
level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify sensitive receptors (e.g., schools,
libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement communities, and nursing homes) in the
project area, and quantify the noise increase for these receptors if the thresholds are
surpassed.

Not apphicable

7. Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public
health and safety (including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). (ii) If
hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the materials and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety practices (including
speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent available) on
derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials.
(iii) If therc are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those
sites and the types of hazardous materials involved.

() The proposed abandonment will have no detnmental effects on pubhic
hcalth and safety.

(1)  The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of
hazardous materials

(m) GWRC 1s unawarc of any hazardous waste sites or sites where hazardous
spills have occurred on or along the nght-of-way

8. Biological Resources. (i) Based on consultations with the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, state whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as critical habitat, and if so,
describe the effects. (ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or
State parks or forests will be affected, and describe any effects.

() GWRC notified the US Fish and Wildhife Service ("FWS") of the
proposed abandonment and requested assistance in detcrmining whether endangered or
threatened specics or arcas designated as a cntical habitat are likely to be adversely



affected See Exhibit 4. According to FWS, there 1s no designated critical habitat in
Weld County. FWS also supplied GWRC a hst of endangered and threatened species in
Weld County but was unable to provide site-specific information See Exhibit 4 To the
best of GWRC("s knowledge. none of the identified species can be found directly on the
nght-of-way and given the nature of the planned salvage operation, 1t 1s very unlikely that
any endangered or threatened species will be harmed  If, however, any of the endangered
or threatened species 1s encountered dunng salvage operations, GWRC will consult
further with FWS. A copy of this Report 1s being supphied to FWS for 1its information
and further comment

(n)  There are no wildlife sanctuanics or refuges, National or Statc parks or
forests along the Line that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment
Nevertheless, GWRC contacted the National Park Scrvice ("NPS") of the proposed
abandonment and requested assistance 1n 1dentifying any potential effects on wildlite
sanctuaries or refuges, National or Statc parks or forests. See Exhibit 5 NPS had no
comments. See Exhibit 5. A copy of this Report 1s being supphed to NPS for its
information and comment

9. Water. (i) Based on consultation with the State water quality
officials, state whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal,
State or local water quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on
consultation with the Army Corps of Engineers, state whether permits under section
404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required for the proposed action
and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be affected.
Describe the cffects. (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

m GWRC 1s confident the proposed abandonment will not be inconsistent
with apphcable water quality standards. The Linc does not cross any bodies of water and
the salvage opcrations will have no impact on water quality in the area Nevertheless,
GWRC contacted the Colorado Department of Public Hecalth and Environment
("CDPHE") and the US Environmental Protection Agency ("EPA"™) concerning this
matter requesting assistance in determiming whether the proposed abandonment 1s
conststent with applicable Federal, State, or local water quality standards See Exhibit 6
To date. no responses have been received A copy of this Report 1s being supphed to
CDPHE and IEPA for their information and comment.

(1)  GWRC contacted the Corps of Engineers ("Corps") conccrning these
matters  Sec Exhibit 7 According to the Corps, the Line 1s not located 1n a designated
floodplain. The Corps noted that the "only potentially jurisdiction waters of the United
States near the line are the Hillsboro Ditch and a small ephemeral tributary that flows to
the ditch " See Exmbit 7 The Hillsboro Ditch 1s located to the southeast of Johnstown
whereas the Line extends trom Johnstown to the west At 1ts closest location, the Line 1s
approximately on¢ mile from the Hillsboro Ditch Conscquently, GWRC believes the
proposed abandonment will not require the 1ssuance of any permits under Section 404 of



the Clean Water Act A copy of this Report 1s bemg supphed to the Corps for 1ts
information and further comment

(1) GWRC believes the proposed abandonment will not require the 1ssuance
of any permit under Scction 402 of the Clean Water Act. GWRC contacted the EPA
conccrning this matter and requested assistance in identifying any potential effects on
apphcable water quality standards and determining whether the proposed abandonment 1s
consistent with applicable Federal, State, or local water quality standards. See Exhibit 6
To date, no response to this inquiry has been received. A copy of this Report 1s being
supplied to the EPA for 1ts information and comment

10.  Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to
mitigate adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is
appropriate.

GWRC does not anticipate any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions GWRC will, of
course, adhere to any remedial actions suggested by the recipients of this Report and
required by the Board
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EXHIBIT 2
BALL JANIK wr

A T P O R N L Y &

1455 IF STieer NW  Surie 225
Wastanecton D C 20005

www hallanik com

TiEPHOUNE 202-638-3307
Faasimur 202-783-6947

KARI MORH L kmorell@b)llp com
Or COUNSLL

Scptember 21, 2007

Weld County Comnussioners
P.O Box 758
Greeley, CO 30632

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorade, LI.C —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
o

Dear SirfMadam

Greal Western Raillway of Colorado, LE C (“GWRC™) 1s planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("SI B"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-nule hine of railroad located between nulepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorade A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant to the STB's environmental regulations at 49 C I+ R |, Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us in identifying any potential effects on
existing land use plans We must deternune whether the proposed abandonment 1s inconsistent
with cxsting land use plans

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also apprediate you providing us with a wntten response so that we
can forward it to the STB

Pomiteansts O an Wiasiimasioe LD 1 B zay 0 v5oM



BALL JANIK 11p

September 21, 2007
Page 2

‘Thank you 1n advance for your prompt asssstance. I you have any questions concerming
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely,

Aol Ny

Karl Morell
Altorney for.
Greal Western Raillway of Colorado, LL.C



EXHIBIT 3
BALL JANIK e

AT T O ’» N L Y S8

1455 FF STRersr NW Suire 225
WasigsncTon D (¢ 20005

www bulljarnuk omn

Trorrs1om: 202-638-3307
FacswiLe 202 7836047
KAkl MuRLIL barge Ihaznpdn coun
OF COuNsFL
Scptember 21, 2007

State Conservatiomist

LISDA Natural Resource Conscrvation Service
655 Parfet Street

Room [E-200C

Lakewood, CO BO215-8000

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC --Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Greal Western Raiiway of Colorado, LLC (*GWRC™) s planning to file a Nowee !
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB™), on or about November (5, 260" Ly
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-mule hne ol radread located between mulepost (0 Q. at Johosnos oo
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A miap of the proposed abandonimnt is
attached

Pursuant to the STB's envirconmental regulations at 49 C I+ R Part 1HOS, we ar: whviveag
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us 1n dentifying any potential effeets ~r prine
agncultural land

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonmient and any comsients vou
may wish o olfer  We would also appreciate you providing us with a watten response =0 that ae
can forward it to the STB
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Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance  If you have any questions concerming

this matter, plcase contact me
Ll Nevadf/

Karl Morell
Attorney for
Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LLC



United $tates Department of Agriculture

ONRCS

Natural Resources Conservaton Service
655 Parfel Street, Room E200C
Lakewood, Colorado 80215

NOV 16 2007

Mr. Karl Morell

Ball Janik LLP

1455 FF Street NW, Suite 225
Washington, DC 20005

Re Docket No AB-857 (Sub-No 1), Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LLC—Abandonment
Exemption—In Weld County, CO

Dear Mr Morell
This 1s 10 response to your Jetter dated September 21, 2007, on the proposed abandonment 1n
Weld County Based on the lnnted information recerved in regards to the location of this

proposal, we can only surmise that the potential impact on pnme agncultural land will be none

Abandonment of the existing ratlroad cortidor will not, ol and by itself, have any impact on
adjomming agricultural lands

If you have any questions or concerns, please, catl Gary Fnstad, Resource Conservationst, at
(720)544-2820

Sincerely.

Mo o

ALLEN GREEN
State Conscrvationist

Efclping People Help the 1 and

An | qual Opportunaty Lmplover and Frovider
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
P O. Box 25486

Denver Federal Center
Denver, CO 80225

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. I), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC --Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CcoO

Dear Sir/Madam-

Great Western Raslway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC™) 15 planning to file a Notice of
Exemplion with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"). on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon 1ts 6.2-mule line of rarfroad located hbetween milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
mulepost 6.2, a1 Welly, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant to the S T'i3's environmentat regulations at 49 C F R |, Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us in determuning whether it 1s likely to
adversely affect endangered or threatened species or arcas designated as a cntical habitat

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a wniten response so that we
cun forward 1t to the STB

Foutpants O Gon Washing1em 11 ¢ By Ona o
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Thank you i advance for your prompt assistance  If you have any questions concerming
this matter, please contact me

Sincerely.

Aol Nt

Karl Morell
Attomey for
Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LILC



United States Department of the Interior

IFISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICL
EEcological Services
Colorado Field Office
P O Box 25486, DFC (65412)
Denver, Colorado 802250486

IN RIPLY REFFK 10
ES/CO T&LE/List
TAILS 65412-2007-TA-0004

Kar] Morell

Atlomey mc.r ~ 8 20
Ball Janik L1.P1455 FF Street. NW, Suite 225

Washington, ) C 20005

Dear Karl Morell

'This responds 10 your letter of September 21, 2007 concerming  Docket No. AB-857(Sub-
No.1), (?:'eat Western Railway of Colorado, L1.C — Abandonment Exemption — In Weld
County, Colorado. [he enclosed list is presented under the authonty conferred to the 1) §
Fish & Wildhie Service (Service) by the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). as
amended (16 US C 1531 ¢f weq)

Enclosed 1s a hist of 1 ederal endangered. threatened, proposed and candidate species
occurring in Colorado ‘T he list for Weld County may be used as a basis for deternumng
species potentiatly present in the area  Due to staffing constraints, the Coloradoe Field (hﬁcc
cannot provide you with site-specific information or provide recommendations regarding

?:plmns under the Endangered Spevies Act - There is no designated critical habitat in Weld
ounty

On February 2, 2005 the U S -ish and Wildlide Service 1ssued a finding on a petition to
debst I'rebie’s  Because ot the compleanty involved, the Service has extended its onginal
propusal Unul a final determinauon ts made, Preble’s remiuns protected under ESA

If we can be of further assistance. please contact Adam Misztal, of the Colorado Field Ofice,
at (303) 236-4753 or at emal adam_musztal@fivs gov

Sincerely.

4""““"(-— J*Mw\(_\
Susan ' Lmner

Cuolorado I1ield Supervisor

Enclosure



Colorado Field Office County List :
Updated August 2007

L I

Symbuols.

*  Water depletions 1n the Upper Colorado River and San Juan River Basins,
may atTect the species and/or entical habitat in downstream recaches 1n other states

A Water depletions in the South Platte River may affect the species and/or entical habitat in
downstream rcaches m other states

© There 1s designated critical habitat for the species withun the county

T Threatened
E Endangered
P Proposcd

X Experimental
C Candidate

| l
For adduional informanon contuct US Fish and Wildlife Service, Colorado Field Office, PO
Box 25486 DFC (MS 63412) Denver, Colorado 80223-0486 telephone 303-236-4773
US Fishand Wildlife Service Bestern Colorado Field Office, 764 Harizon Drive, Butlding B,

Grand Junction, Colorado 813506, telephone Y70-243-2778

Species L Scientific Name - IStatus
| ADAMS _ ) ] '
BIJ.C-]\ footed ferret Mustela nigripes . o E
Ieast tem (interior populalmn)A Sternula antillarum L
Mexican sputted owl i Stnx accidentalis lueida ) |
Pallid sturgeon A o Scaphirhynchus albus I
Piping plover A N Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse /apus hudsonius preble I
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluviahs . ]

_Whooping cranc A o Grus americana o E ]
i\Ll\NIOSA 3 )

_Blach- _footed ferret Mustela mgripes o E
(_.m.lda lynx o Lynx canadensis T
"Mexican spotied owl ) Strix ocedentahy lucida T
Southwestern willow tlycatcher Empidonax tradlun extimus ) I
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coceyzus americanus o C
[ARAPAHOE a R - ]
[ Black-footed ferret 3 Mustcla mgnpes _ E
Least tern (interior population)d | Sternula antillarum 8
__'V_It.\n.an spotied owl ] Strix ocerdentalis lucida T
| Pailid sturgeon A _ ) Scaphirhynchus albus _____|E




Eg"_l&[ stuigeon A

Piping plover A o Charadrius melodus _ T
Preble’s meadow jumping mousc | Zapus hudsonius prebler I i
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping cranc A _ __| Grus amenicana . I
 ARCHULETA - - - o]
[Black-footed ferret | Mustela mgripes _ o E
Canada lynx | .vnx canadensis T
Colorado pikerminnow* ) Ptychuchetlus Iucius _ LB
Mexican spotted owl i Stnx (\L(.ldi.nl.lll‘s lUCldd ) o T
Pagosa sky rochet ) Ipomopsis polyantha ¢
[ Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E |
Southwestern willow tlycatcher 1K mn:dc nax tralln extimus ) -
Ycllow-hilled cuchoo N Coceyzus americanus C
BACA ' ] - I
Arkansas darter L’theostoma cragimm . ¢
Black-footed ferret Musiela nigripes .
Lesser praine chicken Tympanuchus palhidicinetnus | C
BENT ] i ]
Arkansas darter _ | Etheostoma cragini 1
Black-footed ferret _ 1 Mustela mgnipes T §
Least tem (mtenor population) | Sternula anullarum _ |E
l__(_.s§c£ praine chicken I\mp.mm.hm Ed"ldlCl nctus |
Piping plover _ ) | Charadrius melodus . [ I
BOULDER i 1
i :l_l_‘l.l_(_l.’.l lyny 1.y ny canadensis 1 _
Colorado hullx.rﬂ\ plant (mum NEVMEXICan § “EP mlumdcnsts |
) _( Lrg:nb.u.k_s. utthroat troul (hlﬂ:ﬂt:ll_us lel‘l\l_ Slomids T
Least tem Gnteror population) A Sternula anuliaram . L
[ Mexican spotied owl Stnix m.ud:.nl.tlls lucida ]
Pallid sturgeon A \L.lplurh!n hus albus L L
Piping plover A | Charadrius mcludus : T
_Preble’s meadow jumping mouse /apus hudsonius prebler | 5
| Slender moonwort o __1 Botrycluum lincare - o ¢
Ute ladies’-tresses | Spn r.mlhx..s diluvialis . L
Whooping cranc A _ | Girus amenicana B i
"BROOMFIELD I I
Black-fuoted ferret _ | Mustela mgripes E ]
Colorado butterfly plant Gaura ncomenicana spp m_luradt.nsn o r
| ] Last temn (mterior populaon) A + Stermula antillarum L (]
S ﬁgaphlrh\nuhus albus Lf

[ ]



Piping ploverA Charadrius melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preblei 1
Ute ladhies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluvialis 1 B
Whooping cranc A Grus americana E__ ]
CIIAFFEE ]
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Mecxican spotted owl Stnx occrdentalis lucida 1
Uncompahgre fntillary butter(ly Bolona acrocnema L

| CHEYENNE 3 .
Arhansas darter _ Ltheostoma cragi ¢
Black-looted ferret Mustela mgnipes |
Lesser prairie chicken ) Tympanuchus pallidicinctus C
CLEAR CREEK
Bald eagle Haliacetus leucocephalus T

| Canada lynx Lynx canadensis ro
Greenback culthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarks stomias r )
Lcast tern (interior population) A Sternula antullarum k

| Mexican spotted owl Strix oceidentahis lucida T
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus . E |
Piping plover A Charadnus melodus L T

| Slender moonwort Botrychium lincure c ]
Whooptng cranc A __ _1.Grus amenicana L [ t

 CONEJOS I o

| Black-looted ferret Mustela mgripes 4
Canada lynx _ L.ynx canadensis 1
Mevxican spotted owl Strix occrdentalis lucida | D
Southwestern willow [lvcatcher [Fmpidonan trailln extimus r |
Yellow-billed cuckoo Cuceyzus amencanus ¢ :

| COSTILLA N ) ]

_Black-footed ferret Mustcla mignipes L
Canada lynx ) Lyn\ canadensis I
Mexican spotted owl Strix ocendentalis lucida l
Southwestern willow {lycatcher _| Empidonay traliy extinus ) L
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coceyzus amencanus L ¢
CROWLEY -

_Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragum L C
Black-footed lerret Mustela nigripes k-’

'_Lca:._l lern (interior population) Sternula antillarum |
Lesser prawrie chicken | ympanuchus pallidieinctus C




Pawnec montane sKipper

Hespena leonardus montana

Piping plover Charadrius melodus . T
CUSTER _ ) _
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis . T
Greenbach cutthroat trout i Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
Mexican spotted owl Stnix occidentahs lucida . T
DELTA _
Black-footed ferret i Mustela nignipes _ __|E
Bonytail . Gila clegans E
| Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Clay-loving wild buckwheat Lriogonum pelimophilum I
Colorado prkkemimnnow® Ptychocheilus lucius ) I
 Humpback chub i Gila cypha C
Razorback sucker© Xyrauchen texanus _ L
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus . T
Yellow-billed cuchoo Coccysus amernicanus o C
DENVER ) ]
L.east tern (interior population) A Sternula antublarum . I
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
| Piping plover A o Charadrius melodus r
_Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius prebles I L
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid __ Spiranthes diluviahs T
Whooping cranc A Grus amenicana i E
DOLORES
_Bonytail* Gila clegans k.
| Canada lynx _ L.ynx canadensis T
Colorado prtkeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius ~ I
Humpback chub* Ciala cypha L
Mexican spoited owl Stnx oceidentabs luewds I
Rasorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus |
Southwestern willow flycatcher Fmpsdonax tradlu extimus i L
; Uncompahgre fnullary butterily Boloria acrocnema I.
[T - - . o
Yellow-billed cuckoo ' Cocey zus americanus __1c
DOUGLAS ] o ]
Blach-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Colorado butterily plant L Gaura ncomexicana spp_celoradensis 1
Greenback cutthroat frout ) Oncorhy nehus clarki stomias T
_Least tern (interior populution) A Sternula antillarum _ I
Mexrcan spotted owl Striy occidentalis lueida T
_Palhd sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus




Piping ploverd 1€ haradrius melodus I
Preble’s mcadow ) jumping mouse© Zapus hudsonius prebles T
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid | Spiranthes dituviahs T
Wheoping cranc A Grus americana E
| EAGLE

[ Black-footed ferret

Mustela nig gripes

| Bonytarl*  __ _

Gila elegans

Canada lynx

1. ynx canadensis

Colorado pitheminnow*

Prychocheilus hucius

Humpback chub*

Gila cypha

Razorback sucker*

Xyrauchen texanus

Uncompahgre I'rl-llllary__l::_utlcrﬂy

Boloria acrocnema

Yellow-hilled cuchoo

Coceysus americanus

ELBERT _
Arkansas darter { Ethcostoma cragini _ C
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgripes o 1k
Least temn (intenor population) A Stcmula antliarum E
Pallid sturgeon A ‘smphlrhym.hus albus I
l’lpm;, ploverA Charadrius melodus AL
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius prebler _ r
Whouaping cranc A (irus amerncana _ L
ELPASO ~ . B
Arkansas darter Lithcostoma cragin C
Black-looted ferret Mustela mgripes I
| Greenback cutthroat trout ()m.nrhvnchm clarki stonmnas I
T.east tern (mlmor or population) A Sternula antillarum L
Mexican ng_'n_ll_qd owl strix ocerdentalis lucida 1
Pallid sturgeon A . Scaphirhynchus albus I
Piping plover A __ | Charadrius melodus L I
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse - Zapus hudsonus preblet _ A
Slender moonwort Botrychium lincare _ C
| Ute ladies™tresses ur(.hld Spiranthes difuviahis I
Whooping cranc A - | Girus amenicana . IF |
[ FREMONT _ - R B
Arkansas darter Ltheostoma cragim - C
Black-footed ferrel Mustela migripes L
Canada lynx i Lynx canadensts |
| Mexicun spotted owl Strix ocerdentalis lucida 1
| GARFIELD 7 R
 Bonytail Gila clegans k

A



Humpback chub*

Gitla cypha

Rasorbach sucher*

‘(vl auchen texanus

Southwestern willow flycatcher

Lmpdonax ll‘dl"ll ﬂumus

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis . T
Colorado prtkeminnow® Ptychocheilus lucius _ E_
De Beque phacelia ) ’hacclia submutica _ C
[Humpback chub Gila cypha (B
Mexicanspottedowt Stnx oceidentahs lucida _ T
Parachute beardiongue ) I’enstemon debilis C
Racorback suckerC Xyrauchen texanus E
Uinta Basin hookless caclus Sclerocactus glaucus T
Yellow-hilled cuckoo Coccyzus americanus C

| GILPIN o

Canada lynx _ I \n\c canadensis T
Least tern (intcrior population) A Sternula anyllarum E

Mcxican spoticd ow] . _| Stnx oceidentalis lucida _ T
Pallid sturgecon A Scaphirhynchus albus E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus T

| Whoopmg crancA _ | Girus americana E ]
GRAND L |

Bonytal* Gila clegans E
Canada lynx Lvnx canadensis T

| Colorado pikeminnow* Prychocherius lucius I
Humpback chub* (nla cypha ) . L

| Osterhout milkvetch _ Astragalus osterhoutn L
Penland beardlongue Penstemon penlandn E
Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus I
Slender moonwort ) Botrychium lincare L C
Yellow-bilied cuchoo ) Coceyzus americaniy L C
GUNNISON L o
Bonytal* Gula elegans e
Canada lynx _ Lynx canadensis ) [
Colorado prkkeminnow* | Prychocheilus lucius R L
Humpbuck chub* Gila cypha .
Razorbach sucher* . _ _| Xyrauchen texanus L]

| Uncompahgre fntillary butterfly Bolora acrocnema B 2
Yellow-hilled cuchoo i Cocevzus americanus c
HINSDALE - -

Bonytal* (nila clegans I
Canada lynx [.ynx canadensis I
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E

6




Uncompahgre fnullary butterfly

Bolona acrocnema

Yellow-billed cuchoo

COCC}'IUS americanus

HHUERFANO _ .
Arkansas darter lithcostoma cragim _ C
| Canada lyna _ Lynx canadensis T
[ Gireenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias r

‘Mecxican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
JACKSON
Canada lvnx Lynx canadensis T
Least tem (interior population) A Sternula antillarum I

| North Park phacchia - Phacelia formosula L
Palld sturgeonA Scaphirhynchus albus i
Piping plover A . Charadrius melodus T
Whooping cranc A (irus americana E
JEFFERSON . _

| Canada lynx L Lynx canadensis i
Colorado butterlly plant Gaura ncomexicana spp_coloradensis F
_Least tem (intenor population) A Sternula antllarum |
Mexican spotied owl Stnx occidentalis lucida r
Pallid sturgcon A i Scaphirthynchus albus I
Pawnee montane skipper Hesperia leonardus montana 11
PlEII’l],_plOVCFA Charadrius melodus 1
Preble’s meadow |ump|ng_|__0uqe(3) Zapus hudsomus prebler T
Ute ladics'-tresses orchid N Spiranthes diluvialis T
Whooping cranc A Grus americana |
KIOWA - _ ] ]
Arkansas darter ) Itheostoma craging C

| Blach-footed ferre Musicla mgripes I
Least tern (interior population) Sternula antiflarum _ I
Lesser praine cluchen I vmpanuchus pallidieinctus C
Pipig plover Charadrius melodus l

i

KIT CARSON -
Black-footed ferrel Mustela mgnpes I

LAKE } ~
Canada lynx _ Lynx canadensis I
Greenback cutthroat trout ) Oncorhynchus clarki stomias |
Penland alpine fen mustard Eutrema penlandin _ |
Skender moonwont Botrychium hneare C

Bolota acrocnema B

| Uncompahgre [nullary butterfly




LA PLATA

! l’lnmg.. plover

Black-footed ferret Muslclg_mg?lpcs } E |
Canada lynx - Lynx canadensis I
| Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychochetlus lucius I )
| Knowlton cactus Pediocactus knowltonis E
Mexican spotted owl - Strix occidentalis lucida T
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus _ E
Southwestern willow ﬂyult.hc ) Empidonax trallt extimus I
Unwmpdh;,n, frillary butterdly Boloria acrocnema _ E
_Ycllow-hilled cuckoo L Coceyzus americanus C
L. ARIMER
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgripes E
_Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T |
Colorado buttertly planl Gaura neomexicana spp_coloradensis T
Greenback cutthroal trout Oncorhynchus clarki stormias T
_Least tem (intenior populauon) A Sternula antllarum ) E
Mexican spotied owl Strix occidentahis lucida T
North Park phacclia ) Phacelia formosula L
Pallid sturpeon A Scaphirhynchus albus o L
| Piping plover A _ Charadnus melodus T
Preble’s meadow jumping mousc®© Za apus hudsonius prebler |
Ute ladies’-tresses orchad Spiranthes ‘diluvials _ T
Whooping cranc A Grus amencana _ £
_LLAS ANIMAS )
Arhansas darter Ethcostoma cragit ] ) |c
Black-footed ferret o Mustela nigripes _ E
 Canada lynx_ l.ynx canadensis I
Moevican spotled owl Strix occidentalis lucida T
LINCOLN i ) ) o
Arhansas darter Ethcostoma cragimi C
Black-fuoted ferret Mustela nigripes o L
_Least tern (intenior population) A Sternula antillarum _ I
| 1 esser prainie chichen Iymp‘muchus pallidicincius _1C
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhvnchus albus _ E
Piping plover A Charadrius melodus |
Whoopmg crine A Grus americiana it
1.LOGAN — [
l cast lern (ntenor populauon) A Sternula antilarum r
‘ [ Pailid | Pailid sturgeon A Scaphirhvnchus albus ) I _
Charadrius melodus T




Whooping crane A Grus amcricana E
MESA 1
Bonytaul® Gila clegans E
Canada lynx o L.ynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow® Ptychocheilus lucius E
De Beque phacelia Phacchia submutica C
Humphack chub® Gila cypha ) E
Razorback sucker© Xyrauchen lexanus I
Umta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus I
Yellow-billed cuchoo Coccyrus amenicanus C
MINERAL ]
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pitheminnow* Plychocheilus lucius L
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Southwestern willow flveatcher Empidonax traillii extimus k.
Uncompahgre fritillary buttertly _Bolonia acrocnema I:
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coceyzus americanus C
MOFFAT ) )
Black-footed {erret Mustela nigripes I
Bonytall® Gila elegans F
Canada lynx L Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pikeminnow® Ptychocheilus Iucius E
| Humpbach chub® Gila cypha L It
Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida I
Razorback sucker© Xyr_auchcn exanus E
Yellow-hilled cuckoo Coccyzus amencanus C
MONTEZUMA _
Black-footed ferret Mustela mgripes E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado prthenminnow* Ptyvchochelus lucius E
Mancos mulkvetch Astragalus hurmillimus i E
Mesa Verde cactus Sclerocactus mesae-verdace .
Mexican spotied owl Strix ocerdentalis lucida T
_Razorbach sucher* Xyrauchen lexanus _ E
Sleeping e nulkvetch Astragalus tortipes _1¢
Southwestern willow 1y catcher Lmpidonax trailln extimus B
Yellow-hilled cuchoo Caceyzus americanus C _
MONTROSE ]
| Blach-footed ferret Mustela mgripes L]

9



Bonytaill* Chla clegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis ) T
Clay-loving wild buckhwheat Enogonum pelinophilum I-
Colorado ptkermnnow* _ Ptychocheitus lucius E |
Humpback chub* Gila cypha . _ E
Mexican spotted owl Stnx occidentahs lucida T
Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus L
Uinta Basin hookless cactus Sclerocactus glaucus T
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus americanus i C
MORGAN
Black-tooted lerret Mustela nigripes _ E
Lcast tern (1ntcrior population) Sternula antiflarum _ E |
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus E

| Piping plover ) Charadrius melodus T _-
Preble’s mcadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsonius preble r
Ute ladies’-tresses orchid Spiranthes diluviabis ) I
Whooping cranc A Grus americana [
OTERQ i ]
Arkansus darter Lthcostoma cragim . c_
Black-footed ferret Mustcla mgnpes 1
Least tern (1nterior population) Sternula antillarum L K
Miping plover Charadrius melodus T ]
OURAY ] |
Bonytail* 1 Giala clegans ) [
Canada lynx Lyny canadensis ) |
Colorado pikeminnow* Ptychocheilus fucius |
Humpbuack chub* Gila cypha _ E ]
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus E
Uncompahgre frullary butterlly Bolona acrocnema _ |
Yellow-hilled cuchoo Coccysus amencanus C ]
PARK _ ]
Canada lynx I ynx canadensis - I
Greenback cutthroat trout _Oncorhy nchus clarks stomias T ]
I cast tern (interior population) A Stermula antillarum I3 ;
Mexican spotted owl Strix oceidentalis lucida l |
Palhd sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus atbus K
Pawnee montane shipper Hesperia lconardus montana T
Penland alpine fen mustard L.utrema penlandn L
Piping plover A Charadnus melodus ) r
Uncompahgre fntillary bunierdly ' Boloria acrocnema i I
Whooping cranc & | Girus amertcana L J



PHILLIPS

None . _
PITKIN
Bonytail* ) Cula clegans E
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado prtkeminnow* Ptychocheilus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha L
Mexican spotied owl Stnx occidentadis lucida |
Razorback sucker* _ Xyrauchen texanus _ Is
Uncompahpre trtillary butterlly Bolona acrocnema i
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccevzus amernicanus N
PROWERS B )
| Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini C
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigrnipes E
Least temn (internior population) Sternula antillarum I
Lesser prairie chichen ‘Tympanuchus pallidicinetus C
Piping plover. o Charadrius melodus _ T
PUEBL.O
Arkansas darter I 'theostomu cragini C _|
Black-footed feriet Mustela mignpes F
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis i
Greenback cutthroat trout _ | Oncorhynchus clarki stomias T
_Mexican spotted owl Stnx occidentalis luctda 1
| RIO BLANCO . _ )
Blach-footed ferret Mustela mgripes _ I
Bonytail* ) Gila elegans I
Canada lynx ) Lynx canadensis _ T
Colorado pikemimnow® Ptychochenlus lucius k
Dudley Blufls bladderped Lesquerella congesta l
| Dudley Bluifs twinpod Physaria ohcordata 1
_Graham beardtongue Penstemon grahamn ¢
Humpback chub* Cila cyphu 1
i Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus I

_Mexiean spotted owl

| White River beardtongue Penstemon scariosus var albifluvis C
Yellow-hilled cuckoo i Cocceyzus amencanus C
RIO GRANDE ] ]

Canada lynx Lynx canadensis I
Colorado pthemmnow* Ptychocherlus lucius IZ
Strix ocerdentalis tucida I




Razorback sucker*

Xyrauchcn texanus

Yellow-hilled cuchoo

Southwestern willow flycatcher Empidonax trailln extimus E
Uncompahgre fritnllary butterfly Boloria acrocnema _ E
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus amencanus . C
ROUTT ] _ L
Bonytail* Gila elegans I
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado prtkeminnow* Ptychocherlus lucius E
Humpback chub* Gila cypha E
Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus ]
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coccyzus amencanus C
SAGUACHE - ]
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Bonytail* Gila clegans I:
Canada lynx . Lynx canadensis ) _ T
Colorado prtkeminnow* . Ptychocheilus luctus _ E |
Humpback chub* ) Gila cypha E
Mexican spotted owl Striy occidentalis fucida T
Rarzorback sucker* Xyrauchen lexanus i I
Southwestern willow {lycatcher Empidonax traslln extimus _ B
Uncompahgre {ntillary butterlly Bolona acrocnema £
Yellow-billed cuckoo Coceysus amenicanus: C
SAN JUAN ) .
Canada lynx N [ vynx canadensis T
Colorado pikemuinnow* Ptychocheilus fucius . I _
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen texanus _ E
Southwestern willow llycaicher Empidonax trailly extimus ]
| Uncompahgre fritillary butter{ly Bolona acrocnema )
Yellow-hilled cuchoo Cocey Zus americanus c
SAN MIGUEL o
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes _ E
Bonytail* Gila elegans L
Canada lynx Lynx canadensis T
Colorado pihemmnow* Puiychocherlus lucius B
Humpback chub* Cirla cypha I
Mexican spotted owl Strin ocudentahs luaida | _
Razorback sucker* Xyrauchen tevanus F
Southwestern willow flycatcher Finpidonax traillir extimus I
Uncompahgre (riullary butterfly Boloia acrocnena 1. ]
| Coceyzus amenicanus . C




SEDGWICK

Least tern (intcnior population) Sternula antillarum E
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus i
Piping plover Charadnius mclodus T
Whooping cranc A Grus americana E
SUMMIT ) ]
Bonytall* Gila elegans E
Canada lynx L.ynx canadensis T
Colorado pithemmnow* Ptychocheitus lucius |
[lumpback chub* (i1la cypha i E
Mexican spotted ow] Strix occidentalis lucida T
Penland alpine fen mustard Lutrema penlandii T
Razorback sucher* Xyrauchen texanus I
Slender moonwort Botrychium lincare c |
Uncompahgre (ritillary butterfly Bolona acrocnema E
Ycllow-billed cuchoo Coceyzus americanus C
TELLER L _
Least tern (interior population) A Sternula antuilllarum E
Mexican spoticd ownl X Stria occrdentahs lucida !
Pallid sturgeon A Scaphirhynchus albus L
Pawnee montane shipper lesperia leonardus montana 1
Pipmg plover A ) Charadrius melodus 3 I
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse® Zapus hudsonus prebler r
Whooping crunc A _ (irus americana i E
WASHINGTON ) _ ] N
Black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes E
Least tern (1intenior population) A Sternula antillarum I
_Paliid sturgeon A _ Scaphirhynchus albus ) I
Piping ploverA Charadrius melodus 1 i
| Whooping cranc A Ginis amencana 'L
WELD
Black-footed ferret. Mustela mgripes ) L
Colorado buttertly plant ) Gauru necomexicana spp_ coloradensis T
| cast tern (mtcnor papulation) A Sternula antllarum ) I
Mexican spotled owt Strix ocerdentalis lucida |
Palhd sturpeon A _Scaphirthynchus albus E
Piping ploverd } Charadrnius melodus T
Preble’™s meadow jumping mouse Zapus hudsomus prebler r
Ute ladies™tresses orchid Spiranthes difuvialss r
Whooping cranc A Cirus uncricuna |




YUMA

None

1 auneW O peciesby CoumtvLstiorWehPage08-07 due 080907




EXHI
BALL JANIK L IBIT'S

A T 1T O R N E Y »

1455 F S NW Siame 225
WasiencTon D C 20005

www balijantk ¢orn

TELEPHONE 202-6.34-3307
FAacsaaLE 202-7TR3-6047

KARL MURFLL kmar: Ha ' com
O1 CounstLL

September 21, 2007

National Park Scrvice
RTCA Program

1201 Eye Strect, NW

9™ Floor (Org Code 2240)
Washington, D C 20005

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC —Abandonment Exemption —In Weld County,
cO

Dear Sic/Madam

Great Western Raillway of Colorado, LLLC (*GWRC"™) 1s planning 1o file a Nottey ot
Excmption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 13 Zier o,
GWRC to abandon s 6.2-mile linc of railroad located between nulepost 04), at Johestoe, < uf
milepost 6 2, at Welly, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonuwni i~
attached

Pursuant to the S'1B's environmental regulations at 49 C F R, Part 1105, w. ar¢c aa - on.
you of this proposed action so that you may assist us 10 identifying any potential eftec, s o
wildhfe sanctuanes or refuges, National or State parks or forests

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any coine>
may wish to offer We would also appreciate you providing us with a wnitten respon.e o b cwe
can forward u (o the STB

PoRiLasn Ui vaon Washira e, [ (" e (i ann




BALL. JANIK i

September 21, 2007
Page 2

Thank you m advance for your prompt assistance If you have any questions concerning,
this matter, pleasc contact me
Sincercly,

Karl Morelt W

Attorncy lor:
Great Western Rallway of Colorado, LLC



Morell, Karl

_ oo —
From: Cherri_Espersen@nps gov
Sent Wednesday, October 03, 2007 10 43 AM
To: Morell, Karl
Subject: Docket No AB-857, Weld County, CO

Mr. Morell,

Thank you for your recent letter regarding Great Western Railway of Colorado's proposed
abandonment of a 6.2-mi1le line of railroad located betwecn milepost 0.0 at Johnstown and
milepost 6.2 at Welty in Weld County, Colorado. I have no comments at this time, and
cannot comment on potentLial cffects on wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, State parks or
forests.

Cherri Espersen

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Asslstance Program National Park Service

1849 C Street, NW (Org Code 2240}

Wash:.ngton, DC 20240-0001

202-354-6920

202-371-5179 {(L[ax)

[For vigitors and deliveries, please use 1201 Eye St., NW, 9th floor, Org Code 2240,
Washington, D.C 20005]



EXHIBIT ¢
BALL JANIK Lp

A 1l I 0O I’k N F Y 5

1455 F SR NW Sutte 225
WastinGTun D ¢ 20005

www halllmuk com

TrEEHON- 20243.38-3307
FArsaMILL: 202-783-0947

KARI MOREL1 . kmorcli@hyllp com
OF COUNSEL.

September 21, 2007

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
4300 Cherry Creck Dnive South
Denver, CO 802406

RE: Dochket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LL.C ~Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Su/Madam

Great Western Ratllway of Colorado, LLC (“GWRC™) 1s planning to file a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC w abandon 1ts 6 2-milc line of ratlroad located between milepost 0 0, at Johnstown, and
mlepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant o the STB'S environmental regutations at 49 C F R | Part 1105, we aie idvising
you ot this propused action so that you may assist us in wdentiiying any potential effects on
applicable water quality standards  We also seek your assistance in determining whether the
proposed abandonment s consistent with apphicable Federal. State or local water qualhity
standards GWRC does not believe any permuts under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act will
be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer  We would also appreciate you providing us with a written response so that we
can forward 1t to the ST

Poatriazay 40 uon WasstiNoon L ¢ HiND Omiecon



BALL JANIK 1ip

Scptember 21, 2007
Page 2

‘Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance  If you have any questions concemning

this matter, please conlact me
;?’ W
arl Morell

Attorney for-
Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC



BALL JANIK e

A1 1T O B N L Y 5§

1455 F STreET NW, Summe 225
WasanaTon D C 20005

www hiathanik com

TELEPHONE 202-G38-3.107
CarsMLE 202-783-6947

KanL MOR 11 kmorelii@ylip comn
OF Cotmst i

September 21, 2007

U S Environmental Protection Agency
999 18™ Street

Suite 300

Denver, CO 80202-2466

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colarado, 1.1.C —Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
cO

Dear Sir/fMadam.

Great Western Raitway of Colorado. E1.C (“GWRC(C™) 1s planning to file 2 Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC 1o abandon its 6 2-nule line of ratlroad located between milepost O 0, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposcd abandonment 1s
attached

Pursuant to the STR's environmental regulations at 49 C F R, Part 1105, we are advising
you of this proposed action so thal you nay assist us in identifyang any potential ettects on
appheable water quahity standards We also seck your assistance in determunng whether the
proposed abandonment 1s consistent with applicable Federad, State or local water quality
standards  GWRC doces not believe any pernuts under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act wall
be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandonment and any comments you
may wish to offer  We would also appreciate you providing us with a wrnitten response so that we
can forward it 10 the STB

1omitan DU wor Wasiiweion D C Birm Onccam



BALL JANIK 11p

September 21, 2007
Page 2

Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance If you have any questions concerning

this matter, please contact me
Smccrcl;/g W
ﬁu

Attomey for
Great Western Railway of Culorado, LLC



BALL JANIK e EXHIBIT 7

AT 1 0O R N L ¥ b

1455 F STREET NW Sum: 225
WastimnGTon [ C 20005

www balljamk comn

Tha 10N 202 638 3307
UACsiMR € 2(2-TRIEO4T

KARI MORLLL kmarelléghylip com
O1 Counsii

September 21, 2007

U.S Armmy Engincer, Omaha District
106 South 15" Street
Omaha, Nebrasha 68102-1618

RE: Daocket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorado, LLC —-Abandonment Exemption—In Weld County,
CO

Dear Sir/Madam

Great Western Ratlway of Colorado, LLC (“GWRC™) 1s planning to fife a Notice of
Exemption with the Surface Fransportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon its 6 2-mtle line of rartroad located between milepost 0 0. at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2. al Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map ol the proposed abandonment 1«
attached

Pursuant to the S I'B's eaviconmental regulations at 49 C F R | Part 1105, we are advising
you of tlus proposed action so that you may assist us in identitying any potentral effects on
designated wetlands or 100-year flood plamns  GWRC does not believe any permuts under
Scction 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required

We would appreciate your review of the proposed abandenment and any comments you
may wish to olfer  We would also appreciate you providing us with a woitten response so that we
can forward it to the S1'I3

e tiarss QR tne WasHirGION [ (LI TR TR ]



BALL JANIK 1ip

September 21, 2007
Page 2

Thank you 1n advance for your prompt assistance. 1f you have any questions conceming
this matter, please contact me
Sincercly,

Attorney for
Gireat Westemn Rarlway of Colorado, LLC



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORFS OF ENGINCERS, OIMAIA DISIRIC |
DIFNVER REGULATORY OFFICL., 9307 SOUTH WADSWOR IH BQULLVARD
LITILETION, CUl ORADO 80128-6901

November Lo, 2007

Mr Karl Morell, Esq

Ball Janik 1.1

1455 F Street, NW, Suile 225
Washingion NC 20005

RE: Doacket No AR-857 (Sub-ND 1). Great Western Ranlway of Colorado, LLC — Abandonment
Exemption — In Weld County, CO
Corps File No NW0-2007-3567-DEN

Pear Mr Muorell

Reference 1s made to the above-mentioned project located between milepost 0 0, at Johnstown
and milepost 6 2, at Welty in Weld County, Colorade  This project was reviewed by Mr Terry McKee
of my office 10 accordance with Section 304 of the Clean Water Act  In addition, Mr MoKee reviewed
the arca lor potential floodplams

I'he subject 6 2-mle Iine of the Great Western Raitlway s not located within a designated
floodptain  1'tom a review ol mapping for this area, 1t appears that the only potentially junisdictional
walters of the United States near the hine are the Hitlsboro Dhitch and a siiall cphemeral tibutary that
flows to the ditch

Based on the mformation provided, a Department of the Army (DA) Permit would Likely not be
required for work at this sste I, however. it 15 deternmined that work associated with this project reguires
the placement of dredged or [ill matenal, and any excavation associated with a dredged or fill project,
erther temporary or permanenl. 10 an aquatic site this office should be notified by a praponent of the
projeet fur an Approved Junsdictional Determination ol waters of the UT'S

Watk in an aquatie site should be shown on a map wentifying the Quarter Seotion, Township,
Range and County of the work and the dimensions of waork i cach azea  Any loss of an agquatic site may
require mitigation  Mitigation requirements wall be determined during the Departiment of the Army
permitling review

If there are any guestions call Mr. Terry Mekee ol my office at 303-979-4120 and reference
Corps File No. NWO-2007-3567-DEN

Sincerely,

tm



EXHIBIT E

HISTORIC REPORT
(49 CFR SECTION 1105.8)

STB DOCKET NO. AB-857 (SUB-NO. 1X)

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY OF COLORADO, LLC
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN WELD COUNTY, COLORADO

The Historic Report should contain the information required by Section
1105.7(e)(1) of the Environmental Report prepared for the proposed abandonment:

1. Proposed Actions and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action,
including commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of the rail line
and other structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current
operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to
the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly
delincating the project.

-

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC ("GWRC") proposcs to abandon its
Welty Branch located between milepost 0.0 at Johnstown, Colorado and milepost 6 2, at
Welty, in Weld County Colorado, totaling approximately 6.2 miles (thc "Lime"). Upon
reccipt of abandonment authonty, GWRC intends to remove the rail, track matenals, and
cross ties

Duning the removal of the track and track materials, GWRC does not anticipate
the use of any access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing
public and pnvate access roads and the GWRC nght-of-way should be needed to
facilitate the salvage operations In addition, there arc no plans of disturbing the
underlying roadbed There arc no bridges to be removed and no surrounding waterways

The Line has not been used for local traffic 1n over 20 years and no maintenance
has been performed on any portion of the Line. The Line 1s stub-ended and not capable
of handhng ovcrhead traffic. Therefore, the proposed abandonment will not change rail
freight operations or maintenance practices on this Line.

The only alternative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and pass
the opportunity costs of retaming the Line to all other GWRC customers. Obviously, this
would not be a prudent usc of GWRC's resources. The Line 1s 1n cxtremely poor
condition

A map of the proposed abandonment 1s attached as Exhibat 1



HISTORIC REPORT

1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and
sufficiently detailed to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the
proposed action) showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and
approximate dimensions of railroad structures that are 50 years or older and are
part of the proposed action.

Two U.S. Geological Survey maps depicting the Line proposed for abandonment
were supplied to the Colorado Office of Archaeology and Histonc Preservation
(“SHPO™). See Exhibit 2 There are no structures 50 years old or older assoctated with
the abandonment of the Line.

2. A written description of the right-of-way (including approximate
widths, to the extent known) and the topography and urban and/or rural
characteristics of the surrounding area.

The Line branches off GWRC’s mamline at the intersection of route 17 and N 2
Street in Johnstown (population 3,827), extends in a southwesterly dircction through
Johnstown until 1t reaches route 15 and then extends westerly through a predominantly
rural area to the end of the Linc just west of Interstate Hwy 25 The basic rail cormdor
nght-of-way 1s approximately 80 fect in width for the majonty of the length of the Line

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not
photocopics) of railroad structures on the property that are 50 years or older and of
the immediate surrounding area.

There are no railroad structures on the Line that are 50 years old or older.

4, The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and cxtent of any
major alterations, to the extent such information is known.

There are no railroad structures on the Linc that are 50 years old or older

S. A brief narrative history of carricr operations in the area, and an
explanation of what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed
action.

GWRC 1s the successor to the Great Western Raillway Company that constructed
the Line sometime between 1901 and 1906 primanly to serve the sugar beet industry 1n
the area Subscquently, the Line was used to transport vanous agncultural products The
Line, however, has not been used for over 20 ycars Because no traffic has moved over
this Line in over 20 years, the proposed abandonment will not result in any change 1n rail
operations.



6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as
engincering drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found
to be historic.

'GWRC docs not possess any such documents

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) as to whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on
the National Register of Historic Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a
likelihood of archeological resources or any other previously unkmown historic
properties in the project area, and the basis for these opinions (including any
consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical societies or
universities).

The Line contains no histonic structures and GWRC 1s unaware of any
archeological resources or railroad histonic properties along the Line.

On September 21, 2007, GWRC sent a letter to the SHPO eliciting their views on
the proposed abandonment See Exhibit 2  In response, the SHPO noted that the Line
was determined cligible for the National Register of Histonic Places in 1989. The SHPO
was also of the view “that there are numerous railroad-related structures along the route,
including signposts, signals, and trestlcs ™ Sce Exhibit 3

GWRC 1s unaware of the Line's chgibility for the National Register. Also,
GWRC 1s not aware of any structures along the Line that are owned by GWRC and that
would be affected by the proposed abandonment. In any event, GWRC will work with
the SHPO to resolve these matters

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's
possession) of any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill,
environmental conditions (naturally occurring or manmade) that might affect the
archeological recovery of resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of
toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain.

There are no existing records as to the nature any known subsurface ground
disturbance or fill, or environmental condition that might aftect the archeological
rccovery of any potential resources.

9. Within 30 days of reccipt of the historic report, the State Historic
Prescrvation Officer may request the following additional information regarding
specified nonrailroad owned properties or groups of properties immediately
adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs of spccified properties that can
be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way
adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e., prehistoric or
native American).



GWRC will work with the SHPO on the matters discussed above and will provide
the SHPO whatever additional information 1s need 1n association with the proposed Line
abandonment
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EXHIBIT 2
BALL JANIK ur

A I T O K N L Y b

1455 F SmeErT NW Sumes 225
WasionGTON D C 20005

www halljaruk com

N oNe 202-4G.38-3307
I-acsiMuLE: 202-78.3-6047

Kart MoRILL, kmoreli@lhylip com
OF COUNSEL

Scptember 21, 2007

Colorado Archeology and 1histonie Preservation Office
1300 Broadway
Denver, Colorado 80203

RE: Docket No. AB-857 (Sub-No. 1), Great Western Railway of
Colorada, LLC --Abandonment Exemption -In Weld County,
CcO

Dear Sir/fMadam

Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC (“GWRC”) 15 planning to file a Notuce of
Exemption with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"), on or about November 15, 2007, for
GWRC to abandon us 6 2-mule line of railroad located between milepost 0 O, at Johnstown, and
milepost 6 2, at Welty, in Weld County, Colorado A map of the proposed abandonment s
attached One of the requirements for this filing with the STB 1s that the camer contact the State
Histone Preservation Oftice reparding the proposed abandonment

knclosed are twp U S Gieological Survey maps depicting the area where the rail hine 1s
located ‘The proposed abandonment will involve the removal of the rail, track matenal, and
crossties

‘The rail hine GWRC seeks to abandon 1s located in Weld County, Colorado. The line
begins al milepust O 0, at Johnstown. and extends generally in a westerly direction to the end of
the line at mifepost 6 2, at Welty  The line crosses through predominately ilat, rural arcas

There are no structures SO years old or older associated with the abandonment of the 6 2-
mule ranl hine

Pewerl arin O e oy Wastrainmw D C I3 12 Oduar e



BALL JANIK 11»

September 21, 2007
Page 2

We will send you a copy of the Historic Report as soon as it 1s completed i | can of
further assistunce regarding this matter, plcasc qall me at (202) 638-3307.

Karl Morell

Attorney for
Great Western Ralway of Colorado, LLC

Enclosures



E#! OFFICE of ARCHAEOLOGY und 1HISTORIC PRFSERVATION EXHIBIT 3

15 October 2007

Karl Morell

Ball Janik LLP

1455 F Street, NW, Suite 225
Waslungton, DC 20005

RI. Docket No AB-857 (Sub No 1), Great Western Railway of Colorado, T'rack Abandonment,
Johnstown to Welty, Weld County

Dear Mr Morell

L hank you for y our recent correspondence dated 21 September 2007, concerning the proposed
abandonment of a 6 2-mile stretch ol track between Johnstown and Welly  Our ollice has
reviewed the submitted matenals  This rlroad hine 1s more than fifty years old  This segment
was determined (o be ehigible for the National Register of Historic Places in 1989 1t appuars that
there are numerous railroad-related structures along the route, including stgnposts, signals, and
trestles  These ems are relaied 1o the raslroad’s sigmficance and should be considered when
planming the dissolution of the line We look forward 1o reviewing your 1listonie Report when it
1~ completed

If vou have any questions, please contact Joseph Saldibar, Architectural Services Coordinator, af
(303) 866-3741

7 g O

/. ——CGeorgianna Conttguglia
State 1historse Preservation OlTicer, and
President, Colorado Historical Society

OFFICE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVAITION

W3-366-3392 * Tax 303-866-2711 * | -ma] oahpfduhs state oo us * Intcinet www coloradnhistory-oahip org

-1- COLORADO HISTORICAL SOCGIETY

1300 Broranway DinveER CoLorann 30203 Tio 303/8646-3395 Fax 303/8006-77 11 www coloradubistory- an. 1y



