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Vernon A Williams, Secretary Via Federal Express (to zJn code 20024
Surface Transportation Board
395 "E" Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Re: Environmental Report, Historic Report and Required Certifications for
Docket No AB-577 (Sub No. IX), Mohall Railroad, Inc
Notice of Exemption for Abandonment in Walsh County, ND
Our File No. 24270 001

Dear Secretary Williams

Mohall Railroad, Inc intends to file a Notice of Exemption for the above-referenced
proposed abandonment on or after June 16, 2008 Enclosed for the above-referenced
Abandonment Exemption are the following, which are required by 49 C F R Part 1105

An onginal and ten copies of a certificate demonstrating compliance with the
requirements of 49 C F R Part 1105,
An onginal and ten copies of the Environmental/Historic Report; and
Copies of the transmittal letters that accompanied the reports

Please stamp the enclosed duplicate copy of this letter and return it to my attention to
indicate that you received the items listed

Feel free to call me if you have any questions

Ma
enclosures
cc. Byron D Olsen

Michael Barren

y submitted,

Laren R Kccs
'aralegal
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Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
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MOHALL RAILROAD, INC NOTICE OF EXEMPTION v

ABANDONMENT IN WALSH^V^ .(&
COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA X^4HIft>>

TO Vernon A Williams, Secretary
Surface Transportation Board (STB)
395 "E" Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-001

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE WITH 49 C.F.R. PART 1105

I hereby certify that on May 21, 2008, copies of the Environmental and Historic Report
for the above-captioncd proceeding were served on the agencies listed at 49 C F R § 1105.7(b),
all agencies consulted in preparing the report, and on the State Historical Society of North
Dakota A service list is attached and incorporated into this Certificate as Attachment A The
reports have been sent within the time period specified, as Mohall Railroad, Inc. intends to file
its Notice of Exemption in the above-captioned matter no earlier than June 16, 2008 All
appropriate agencies as listed in 49 C F R § 1105 7(c) have been consulted well in advance of
preparing the Environmental Report

I also certify that a newspaper notice was published on Apnl 23, 2008, in THE
RECORD, a newspaper of general circulation in Walsh County, North Dakota The notice
alerted the public to the proposed abandonment, to possible reuse alternatives, and to procedures
for participating in the STB proceeding. A copy of the notice is attached to this certificate as
Attachment B

Dated this 21st day of May, 2008

MarkS Radke
Attorney for Mohall Railroad, Inc.

SI PL-Word 123840



A



SERVICE OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL & HISTORIC REPORT
STB DOCKET NO. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)

MOHALL RAILROAD, INC.
WALSH COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA

Parties served with a copy of the Environmental and Historic Report pursuant to Section 1105.7(b)
20 days prior to the filing with the STB of the (i) Petition for Exemption; (11) Notice of Exemption OR
(iii) Application for Abandonment

The State Clearing House Tor North Dakota

Paul Govig, Director
Division of Community Services
North Dakota Department of Commerce
P O Box 2057
Bismarck, ND 58S02-20S7

North Dakota Environmental Protection Agency

North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section
Gold Seal Center
918 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

Walsh County Commissioners (ND)

William Gorder
Jack Karas
Allen Ruzicka
Luther Meberg
Ernie Barta
600 Cooper Avenue
Grafton, ND 58237-1542

U S Environmental Protection Agency
Regional Office

Regional Administrator
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129

U S Fish & Wildlife Service

Department of the Interior
1849 "C" Street NW
Washington, D C 20240

U S Army Corps of Engineers

LTG Carl Strock. Commander
1 leadquarters
441"G" Street NW
Washington, DC 20314

The National Park Service

National Center for Recreation and Conservation
1849 "C" Street NW
Washington, D C 20240

Natural Resources Conservation Service
P O Box 2890
Washington.DC 20013

SPPL-Word 123841 1
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National Geodetic Survey

State Historical Society of North Dakota

Gov John Hoeven

North Dakota Department of Transportation -
Planning

•a K • . - - . , - •» : '<-

• ** . • . ̂  Address j " *
"'.' • ' ' ~ i * • •

SSMC-3 #9202
1315 East- West Highway
Silver Spring, MD
20910-3282

Marvin L Kaiser, President
6 12 E. Boulevard A ve
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0001

608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

SUM-Won! 123841 I
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Affidavit of Publication
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA, )ss

County of Walsh )

Jackie Thompson f being first duly sworn on his/her

oath deposes and says that THE RECORD is a once weekly newspaper of

general circulation printed and published in the City of Grafton, County of

Walsh and State of North Dakota, by The Morgan Printing Co, that it has

complied with all requirements of the laws of the State of North Dakota

concerning legal publications, is now, and during all the times hereinafter

mentioned, has been a legal newspaper, that deponent is the publisher of

said Record, and the advertisement of Notice Mohall Railroad inc a NO

Co gives notice it intends to file Surface Transportation Board _ 3 printed COpy of

which is hereto annexed, was printed and published in every copy of each

issue of said Record for a period of one consecutive weeks, to-wit

Straight Matter Lines

First Time Line Rate

Subsequent Line Rates

Tabulated Lines

First Time Line Rate

Subsequent Line Rates

Column Inches

First Time Inch Rate

Subsequent Inch Rates

Price Date

44 $41.80 Apr-23
_ f20

.., 2008

20.
20.

20_

,20.

20_

20_

20_

20.

20_
, 20.

20.

20.

NOTICE

Mnhal Raitoad ** aNnrthDakota«»[Hdl >i hrrooy

Km notice ilia" on or about liini> 10 71Q8 .1 intends lo
witn :he Suildu liarsfjoruinn Board Washington

DC20U3 a notice of ertnipiion wider «CF« 1152
Subjurt r - txempr Abandonments pet ninng the
ahandomenl of a vgmmt of hm 7 06 mm m length
ertendng from nriepnl 1 37 09 at WHS North Uataia
lorr*TOrtU003aiiwe»iKMei North Dakota and
lumg through VfthhCountymNoiihDalou winch
traverses iliiouwi Unrted States fasul Seme TIP Code's)
bB261 and 58233 The pnxeednu has been (JoUeicd IK
No AB 577 (Sub No IX)
Ilie Board* Secbrxi of FrMioi menial Analysis (S£A) will
gemr&f prepare an Lnwronmcntal Assessment (EA)
whKh vnlnomuDjr beawAbue 2b days afta the filng
of the lotiu of e wmptnn Comment! on nMonmental
and energy matteii JwukJ DP hind no laid lhan 1 5 days
dtlet the FA becomes dwddUe to ihc pubbc and wit DP
addressed m a Board drown kitemied pcnons may
oniavi a topy of the U or make mquim icoaiding
pnvironmentalniatlenbrwibrigto^FA Surface
Irdmporlation Board Washington DC 20421 or by callirig

Appnspru'.e ofleii ol InuiKul auaianrp to continue
rari snwe ran hp fiM with the Buaid Hcqimtt fix
emmomiienul conditions pubbr uw cond ticni orwl
banVnaflidiK iiw Aho Can be Ued with trie Baa'd An
ciitfiij and 10 topm of any piradiny iha. raws mailers
Oihcr tiMii emiiounwiial own (urh a» V*h LM> public
uw and offe's of fKunm1 d-,wtance) must be fivd
dnx.llywii'ithcBocirdsOlfKcof ihcSecieury 195 E
Stieel SW Vttnhingtor DC tW31 000' [See 19 CFR
1 104 Hal and 1 104 3'a!1 and uv cm -w*. be wrvert

uu> or faK use ii dy be d rrctcd tc* Uw a îrd s Olfi
ol l oigrewonal *id rtjNif Snvat at i\,t,}Af 0
C jpms of any fonvne-ifj u ipqunn 101 Ciixii 011
hpwvejon:lv<applr.irt« wewuWvo MKlaelJ
B*-on Jr Fictclw iS^pdLLC JONofJi Wsclc'Di-vei
Suite 9JO ChKigo IlimHbObOCPRl^^l.VJU IMP

(Apnl 23, 2008)

Total Cost of Legal, S 41 80

Subscribed and svvbw to before me this 24th day of APnl

AD 20 OB

(Seal) *

Notary Public, State of North Dakota
SHELLEY SCHUSTER

Notary Public
State of North Dakota

My Commwion Expire»Jan 17.2014

My Commission Expires _ — — — — -^ m 2TJ



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
BEFORE THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C.

STB DOCKET NO. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)

MOHALL RAILROAD, INC. - ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
FOR A PORTION OF A LINE OF RAILROAD IN WALSH COUNTY, NORTH

DAKOTA

Michael J Barren, Jr
Fletcher & Sippcl LLC
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511

Dated May 21,2008 Counsel for Mohall Railroad, Inc

SI PL-Word 1211864 n/05/19/2008 3 40 FM



ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

Environmental Issues

The following information is provided in accordance with 49 C F.R Section 1105 7

1. Proposed Action and Alternatives

Describe the proposed action, including commodities transported, the planned disposition
(if any) of any rail line and other structures that may be involved, and any possible
changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable
alternatives to the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and drawings
clearly delineating the project

The proposed action is the abandonment of a portion of a line of railroad formerly owned

and operated by BNSF Railway (BNSF) and now owned by Mohall Railroad, Inc, a North

Dakota corporation (MRI). The segment of line proposed to be abandoned is 7 06 miles in length

and extends from milepost 137 09 at Voss, ND, to milepost 130 03 at Forest River, ND, and is

here referred to as the "Voss Line " The portion of the line proposed for abandonment has not

been operated since prior to acquisition by MRI on April 6, 2001 Prior to that time, the line

existed as an alternate route to Grafton, ND and points north Before the Northern Pacific and

Great Northern Railways merged in 1970 to form Burlington Northern, Inc , the Voss Line was

a link in the Northern Pacific route from Grand Forks to Winnipeg, Manitoba

The principal industry in the area is agriculture, primarily raising small grains and

oilseeds There are two towns on the line with the populations shown

Town Population

Voss (MP 137 09) unincorporated
Forest River (MP 130.03) 154

Forest River will continue to have rail service via the east/west mainline of the Northern Plains

Railroad running between Thief River Falls, MN and Fordvillc. ND The BNSF also operates

through Forest River on trackage rights over the NPR Voss, ND is the only community that will

be affected by the proposed abandonment Voss has one active gram elevator which has not

used rail service since MRI acquisition and for an unknown period of years prior The elevator

trucks gram directly to a mill in Grand Forks approximately 35 miles away, a distance too short

for economic rail movement

S m.-Wonl 121186 4 H'05/19/2008 3 01 PM
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MR1 intends to dismantle the Voss Line and transfer the salvaged rail lor use in repairing

and upgrading other portions of the NPR rail system The vacated right-of-way will be made

available for sale or other use (See Tab 1 for detailed map)

2 Transportation System

Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation systems
and patterns Estimate the amount of traffic (freight or passenger) that will be diverted to
other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action

There should be no adverse impact on regional or local transportation systems and

patterns, as the Voss Line has not been needed for overhead traffic since the Burlington Northern

merger in 1970 As noted above, there has been no local traffic originated or terminated on the

Voss Line for at least seven years Since acquisition by MRI, the line has not been operated for

common earner service This line was part of an acquisition which included the line south of

Forest River to Honeyford, ND The trackage south of Forest River remains active and traffic

over that segment has grown significantly since the MRI acquisition

3 Land Use

i Based upon consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies and/or a
review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state
whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans Describe
any inconsistencies

MRI believes that its proposed action will not be inconsistent with local land use plans

The entire area traversed by the line is agricultural except for two small town sites at Voss and

Forest River Upon abandonment and dismantling of the Voss Line, the vacated right-of-way

will be made available for sale or other use MRI's representative wrote the County

Commissioners of Walsh County, ND (the only affected county) seeking information as to

current land use plans for those jurisdictions (See Tab 3 ) To date, MRI has not received a

response from the Walsh County Commissioners

n Based on consultation with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly
known as the U S Soil Conservation Service), state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural land

SI PL-Word 121186 4 n/05/19/20083 Ul PM



MRI's representative wrote the Natural Resources Conservation Service (See Tab 4 )

To date, MRI has not received a response from that agency It is believed that the right-of-way

could be acquired by adjacent farmers and placed in agricultural production consistent with the

surrounding land use Other than the potential of adding to the available agricultural land, no

other effect on agricultural land is likely to result from the abandonment.

in If the action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, include
the coastal zone information required by section 1105 9.

Not applicable: no coastal zones arc found within the Slate of North Dakota.

iv If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is
suitable for alternative public use under 49 U S C 10906 and explain why

The most likely use for the right-of-way would be to place the land into agricultural

production consistent with the adjacent land use The nght-of-way might also be suitable as a

trail, but the low population and lack of scenic amenities in the vicinity makes such use unlikely

MRI is open to any such possibility, however

4. Energy

i Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources

ii Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities.

111. State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why

iv If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carnage of more
than (A) 1,000 rail car loads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail car loads per mile
per year for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in
energy consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the
figure given.

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on transportation of energy resources,

recyclable commodities, nor will it result in any change in overall energy efficiency As noted

earlier, further diversions from rail to motor carriage will not occur fransport of energy

resources and recyclable commodities via rail will remain available through NPR operation

through Forest River, ND

STPL-Word 1211864 n/05/19/20083 01 PM



5 Air

(i) Will the proposed action result in (A) a minimum increase in rail traffic of 100
percent (measured in gross tons annually) or eight trains per day on any segment
of affected rail line, (B) an increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent as
measured in carload activity or (C) an average increase in motor carrier traffic of
either 50 vehicles per day or an increase in truck traffic exceeding 10 percent of
the average daily traffic on a given highway segment? If any of the enumerated
thresholds is exceeded, quantify the anticipated increase in air emissions

(n) If a Class I or nonattammcnt area is affected, are increased emissions within
parameters of the affected State Implementation Plan0

(lii) If transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is
contemplated, identify the matcnals and quantity, frequency of service, safety
practices, MRl's safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents
and spills, contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of
an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or
derailment

There will be no impact for the reasons stated above in section 4

6 Noise

If any of the thresholds identified in item (5) is surpassed, state whether the proposed
action will cause an increase in noise levels exceeding either (i) a three decibel LDN
incremental increase or (11) 65 decibels LDN or greater

None of the thresholds will be exceeded for the reasons set forth more fully in section 4,

above

i Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings)

Any grade crossings on the line between Voss and Forest River will be eliminated,

removing any potential hazard that may have existed for that reason There will be no adverse

effects on public safety

n If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify the materials and
quantity, the frequency of service, whether chemicals are being transported that, if
mixed, could react to form more ha/ardous compounds, safety practices
(including any speed restrictions), the MRI's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills, the contingency plans to

SH'L-Word 1211864 n/05/19/20083 01 PM
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deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of an accidental release of
hazardous materials

Any hazardous materials formerly transported over the Line will now be moved via

alternate NPR routings NPR has in place all required plans to deal with accidental spills and

accidental release of hazardous materials

in If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been
known hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of
those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved

There are no known hazardous waste sites on the Line and MRI is not aware of any

hazardous materials spills that may have occurred along the subject right-of-way

8 Biological Resources

i Based upon consultation with the U S Fish and Wildlife Service, state whether
the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened species
or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects

MRI's representative wrote the Director of the U S Fish and Wildlife Service about its

proposed action (See Tab 5 ) U S Fish and Wildlife Service returned a copy of the letter with a

stamp stating 'The Fish and Wildlife Service is unable to comment on this project due to funding

or staff constraints " (Sec Tab 5) MRI does not believe that the abandonment will affect any

endangered or threatened species or critical habitats

ii. State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests
will be affected and describe any effects

There are no National or State parks or forests along the Line and MRI does not

anticipate that the abandonment will affect any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges There are no

wildlife refuges in the immediate vicinity of the Line. Nevertheless, MRI's representative wrote

the National Park Service to obtain its views. (Sec Tab 6) To date, MRI has not received a

response from that agency

9 Water

i Based upon consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State and/or local water
quality standards and describe any inconsistencies

SI PL-Word 1211864 n/05/19/20083 01 PM



No m-stream salvage operations will be required No action known to be inconsistent

with federal, state, and/or local water quality standards is contemplated If any permits or

applications arc found to be necessary, they will be obtained and any conditions or procedures

required by regulatory agencies will be complied with MRI's representative wrote North

Dakota's Department of Health, Environmental Health Section (Sec Tab 7)

11 Based upon consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S C 1344) are required
and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year Hood plains will be affected,
and describe any effects If so, have permits been sought or issued'7

MRI's representative wrote the U S Army Corps of Engineers (See Tab 8) To dale,

MRI has not received a response from that agency MRI docs not anticipate that any permits

under Sections 404 will be required or that any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will

be affected

ui. State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 U S C 1342)
arc required for the proposed action

MRTs representative wrote both North Dakota's Department of Health, Environmental

Health Section and the U S. EPA Region 8 regarding this question (Sec Tabs 7 and 9.) North

Dakota's Department of Health, Environmental Health Section, confirmed by letter that it

believes any environmental impacts from the abandonment will be minor and can be controlled

by proper salvage and disposal methods (See Tab 10)

10 Proposed Mitigation

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate

No mitigation appears necessary

11 Additional Information for Rail Constructions

The following additional information should be included for rail construction proposals
including connecting track construction- (Additional requirements of Section (11) not
listed here)

There is no rail construction proposed at this time

SI PI.-Word 121186 4 D/05/19/2UU83 Ul PM



12 Section 1105 8 - Histonc Reports

i Arc sites or structures listed in the National Register of Histonc Places affected9

If so, describe the effects.

No site or structures listed in the National Register of Histonc Places will be affected

11. Will sites or structures 50 years old or older be affected9 If so, and such sites or
structures are not listed in the National Register of I listonc Places. MR1 would
submit, at the earliest possible juncture, a description of the line, including a map,
as well as photographs and descriptions of such structures to the appropriate State
Historic Preservation Office for review and include a copy of the cover letter in
the Environmental Report

MRl's representative wrote the Histonc Preservation Division of the North Dakota

Historical Society ("NDHS") and advised that there arc two railroad bridges that may be over SO

years old on this line segment (See Tab 11) NDHS confirmed by letter that it concurs with a

"No Histonc Properties Affected" determination. (See Tab 12 )

ni Will culturally significant locations, archaeological sites, or unique land forms be
affected9 If so, MRI should consult with the involved State Historic Preservation
Office

No culturally significant locations, archaeological sites, or unique land forms will be

affected

STPL-Word 121186 4 11/05/19/2008 3 01 I'M



INFORMATION REQUIRED BY C.F.R. SECTION HOS.Srd)

1 Mao

A copy of a map showing the Voss Line, the location of major roads, other railroads, and

pnncipal geographic features is attached for reference (See Tab 1)

2 Description of The Line

The Line proposed for abandonment extends from Milepost 13709 at Voss, ND to

milepost 13003 at Forest River, ND where the Line crosses an cast/west line of the Northern

Plains Railroad, a distance of 7 06 miles The remainder of the line acquired by MR] in 2001

extending south to Honeyford, ND (MP 117 00) will remain in service This entire branch line

formerly owned by the BNSF Railway extending from MP 137 09 at Voss, ND 20 miles south

to Honeyford, ND near MP 117 00 is known as the Honeyford Line

The right of way of the Line proposed for abandonment is at least 100 feet wide for

almost its entire length The topography of the Line for its entire length is extremely flat with no

notable hills or gradients The surrounding area for the entire distance is rural, mostly cultivated

farmland The towns along the line have small populations (sec Section 1 of the foregoing

Environmental and Historic Report)

3 Photographs of railroad structures on the property

Photographs arc appended at Tab 2

4 Dates of construction of structures

The only railroad structures along the Line are two railroad bridges, whose age cannot be

determined from documents in MRTs possession The bridges are listed under Section 12 11

above

5 A Brief Narrative History of Carrier Operations in the Area, and an Explanation of what.

if anv. Changes are Contemplated as a Result of the Proposed Action

STPL-Word 1211864 n/05/19/2008301 PM



The Voss Line was constructed at least a century ago Other railroad lines in the vicinity,

including the lines now operated by NPR, were also built at about the same time to encourage

settlement and development of agriculture in the region. The Honey ford to Voss line was built

and subsequently operated by the Northern Pacific Railway, now part of BNSF. as part of a mam

line between Grand Forks, ND and Winnipeg, Manitoba The NPR lines were built by the Soo

Line Railroad, now part of Canadian Pacific Railway

In recent years, the Voss Line has existed to move grain (primarily wheat) from farm to

market, and to move inbound commodities needed for agricultural production Today, the close

proximity to the Grand Forks commercial area and the growth of large capacity elevators nearby,

has eliminated the need for rail service to Voss, ND

6. Documents in Carrier's Possession

MRI has some track charts and station maps of the Line, and copies of contracts with

adjacent land owners for such things as crossing easements

7. Eligibility for National Register of Historic Places: Archcoloeical Resources

It is not believed that any sites or structures eligible for listing on the National Register of

Historic Places or having archeological significance are found anywhere on the Line To date,

MRI has not received a response from the North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office.

8 Description of Ground Disturbance or Fill

MRI is unaware of any ground disturbances, fill, or environmental conditions that might

affect the archeological recovery of resources in the surrounding terrain

9 Request by State Historic Preservation Office

The Historic Preservation Division of The North Dakota Historical Society confirmed by

letter that it concurs with a '"No Historic Properties Affected" determination (See Tab 12 )

(signature on following page)

STPI-Wonl 1211864 n/05/19/2008301 PM



Michael J liarron, Jr
Fletcher & Sippel LLC
29 North Wacker Drive, Suite 920
Chicago, IL 60606-2832
312/252-1511
Counsel for Mohall Railroad, Inc

Dated May 21 .2008

STTI.-Word 1211863 IV05/I3/2008 1051 AM
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Assotiation - Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS sr PAUL

220 South Sixth Slicei I Suiu 2200 4-H Cedar Sir«i I Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-15W ^^ R Kp|.s s, Pau]. MN 55101-2136
6123396321 | Fax 6123380535 (651)312-6020 0512226321 | Tax 6512228905

fckM.i5@ielhdbpr coin
Reply lo Si Paul

April 24, 2008

Walsh County Commissioners
c/o Walsh County Courthouse
600 Cooper Avenue
Grafton,ND 58237-1542

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in
Walsh County, North Dakota

Gentlemen'

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MRI") intends to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately
7 06 miles in length, extending from milepost 137 09 at Voss. ND, to milepost 130 03 at Forest
River, ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota We have enclosed a map delineating the segment
of line proposed for abandonment for your review and information MRJ is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any potential effects of the proposed action
on, among other matters, the following

1 Water quality,
2 Designated wetlands,
3 100-year Hood plains,
4 Endangered or threatened species,
5. Critical habitats,
6 Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges,
7 National or state parks or forests,
8 Coastal zone management,
9 Soil and natural resource conservation,
10 Agricultural land;
11 Regional and/or local use plans, and
12 The need for permits under sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

STT'L-Word 123300 I
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Page 2
Walsh County Commissioners
April 24, 2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the STB in approximately four weeks

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Ver

dzg

Enclosure

cc Byron Olscn
Michael J. Barren, Jr
Greggllaug
Jesse Chahch

STPL-Word 123300 I
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon ff Vogt

A Professional Asmwlwn - Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST ,,AUL

220 South Sixth Street , Suite 2200 144 Cedar Street I Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 554024504 Karen R Kcos * Paul. MN W101-2136
6123396321 I Fax 6123380535 (651)3126020 6512226321 I Fax 651 222 HW5

kkccs@fclhabct iom
Reply 10 Si PJU!

April 24, 2008

Natural Resources Conservation Service
P O Box 2890
Washington, D C 20013

Attention Legislative and Public Affairs

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in
Walsh County, North Dakota

Gentlemen

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MRI") intends to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately
7 06 miles in length, extending from milepost 137 09 at Voss, ND, to milepost 130 03 at Forest
River, ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota. We have enclosed a map delineating the segment
of line proposed for abandonment for your review and information MRI is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us m identifying any potential effects of the proposed action
on, among other matters, the following

1 Water quality,
2 Designated wetlands.
3 100-year flood plains,
4 Endangered or threatened species,
5 Critical habitats,
6 Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges,
7 National or state parks or forests,
8 Coastal zone management;
9 Soil and natural resource conservation,
10 Agricultural land,
11 Regional and/or local use plans, and
12 The need for permits under sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

SI*!*!-Word 1233001

www lelhahtT com



Page 2
Natural Resources Conservation Service
April 24,2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the STB in approximately four weeks

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Very trujy yours,

d/g Kjfircn R Kccs

Enclosure

cc Byron Olscn
Michael J. Barren, Jr
Gregg Haug
Jesse Chalich

STPL-Woid 1233001
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Felhaber Larson
FenlonffVogt

A Professional Association - Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS S1 PAUL

220 South Sixth Street I Suite 2200 444 Cedar Sirrei I SuIIP 2100
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 ^^ R ^ Sl Pauli MN 55i0l-2136
6123396321 I Fax 6123380535 (551)312-6020 6512226321 | Fax 0512228905

kkccs@felhaber com
Reply to St Paul

April 24, 2008

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service
Department of the Intcnor
1849 "C" Street, NW
Washington, D C 20240

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in
Walsh County, North Dakota

Gentlemen-

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MRP1) intends to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately
7 06 miles in length, extending from milepost 137 09 at Voss, ND, to milepost 130 03 at Forest
River, ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota We have enclosed a map delineating the segment
of line proposed for abandonment for your review and information MRJ is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any potential effects of the proposed action
on, among other matters, the following

1 Water quality,
2 Designated wetlands,
3 100-year flood plains,
4 Endangered or threatened species,
5 Critical habitats,
6 Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges,
7 National or state parks or forests,
8 Coastal zone management,
9 Soil and natural resource conservation,
10 Agricultural land,
11 Regional and/or local use plans; and
12 The need for permits under sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

SI PI-Word 12330DI

wwwfdhabcr(.om



Page 2
U S. Fish & Wildlife Service
April 24,2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the STB in approximately four weeks.

Thank you for your assistance m this matter

dzg

Enclosure

cc Byron Olscn
Michael J Barron, Jr
Gregg Haug
Jesse Chahch

STPl-Word 123300 I



Page 2
U.S Fish & Wildlife Service
April 24,2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the STB in approximately four weeks.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

dzg

Enclosure
U.S FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

cc Byron Olsen ECOLOGICAL SERVICES

Michael J. Barren, Jr. NO ACTION. The Fish and Wildlife Sen/tea
Grecc Hauc l» unable to comment on this project due
i*Jlri»i.!!i. to funding or staff constraints. This
Jesse Chalicn does nol con8tHUte a report of the

Department of the Interior in accordance
whh the Fish and Wlldkfa Coordination
Act<16USC.661eLseq).

Date JemayK.1bwner
FtaU Supervisor

STPL-Word 123300 I
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Felhaber Larson
FenlonffVogt

A Professional Association - Attorneys at Lav

M1NNKAPOL1S _
220 South Sixth Slrccl i Suite 2200 444 Cedar Strcel I Suite 2100
Minneapolis. MN 55402-4504 Karon R Kcfi Sl *"A MN 53101-2136
6123396321 I Fax 6123380535 (651J 312-6020 651 222 6321 ' ' " MI 2228905

kkecs@felhjt*f mm
Reply lo Si Pdul

Apnl 24,2008

National Center for Recreation and Conservation
The National Park Service
1849 "C' Street, NW
Washington, D C 20240

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in
Walsh County, North Dakota

Gentlemen

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MR1") intends to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately
7 06 miles in length, extending from milepost 137 09 at Voss, ND, to milepusl 130 03 at Forest
River, ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota We have enclosed a map delineating the segment
of line proposed for abandonment for your review and information MRJ is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any potential effects of the proposed action
on, among other matters, the following

1. Water quality,
2 Designated wetlands,
3 100-year flood plains,
4 Endangered or threatened species,
5 Critical habitats;
6 Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges,
7 National or state parks or forests,
8. Coastal zone management;
9 Soil and natural resource conservation,
10 Agricultural land,
11 Regional and/or local use plans, and
12 The need for permits under sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

SFPL-Word 1233001

www frlluhrr com o* e



Page 2
National Center for Recreation and Conservation
April 24, 2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer. We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the STB in approximately four weeks

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Very truly yours.

dzg

Enclosure

cc Byron Olscn
Michael J Barren, Jr
Gregg Haug
Jesse Chahch

SlTL-Word 123300 1
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon ffVogt

A Pro/essiorul Association - Attorneys at Lav

MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL

220 South Sixth Street I Suite 2200 4« Cedar Slreei I Suit? 2100
Minneapolis. MN 53402-45M KxenK Kws S( Paul. MN H10I-2136
6123396321 I fu 6123380535 (651)312-6020 6512226321 I Fax 6512228905

kkees@telhabcf com
Reply to Si Paul "

April 24,2008

North Dakota Department of I lealth
Environmental Health Section
Gold Seal Center
918 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in
Walsh County, North Dakota

Gentlemen

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MRl'*) intends to flic a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately
7 06 miles in length, extending from milepost 137 09 at Voss, ND, to milepost 130 03 at Forest
River, ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota We have enclosed a map delineating the segment
of line proposed for abandonment for your review and information MR1 is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any potential effects of the proposed action
on, among other matters, the following

1 Water quality,
2 Designated wetlands,
3 100-year flood plains,
4 Endangered or threatened species,
5 Critical habitats,
6 Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges,
7 National or state parks or forests,
8 Coastal zone management,
9 Soil and natural resource conservation,
10 Agricultural land,
11 Regional and/or local use plans, and
12 The need for permits under sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

SI PI-Word 1233001

www felliaber com



Page 2
North Dakota Department of Health
Apnl 24, 2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the S I'B in approximately four weeks

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Very truly yours,

dzg

Enclosure

cc Byron Olscn
Michael J Barren, Jr
Gregg Maug
Jesse Chahch

SITL-Word 1233001
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Pwjetoumal Association-Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL

220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street I Suite 2100
Minneapolis. MN 55402-1304 ^^ R Kpcs Si Paul, MN 55101-2136
6123396121 ; Fax 6123380535 (651)312-6020 6512226321 I Fax 651222890?

kkecs@ielh.ibHr rom
RuplyluSt Paul

Apnl 24,2008

LTG Carl Strock, Commander & Chief of Engineers
Headquarters -US Army Corps of Engineers
441"G" Street, NW
Washington, D C 20314

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in
Walsh County, North Dakota

Dear Mr Strock

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MRI") intends to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately
7 06 miles in length, extending from milcpost 137 09 at Voss, ND, to milepost 130 03 at Forest
River, ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota We have enclosed a map delineating the segment
of line proposed for abandonment for your review and information MRI is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any potential effects of the proposed action
on, among other matters, the following

1 Water quality,
2 Designated wetlands,
3 100-year Hood plains,
4 Endangered or threatened species,
5 Critical habitats,
6 Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges,
7 National or state parks or forests,
8 Coastal zone management,
9 Soil and natural resource conservation,
10 Agricultural land,
11 Regional and/or local use plans, and
12 The need for permits under sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

STPI -Word 123300 I
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Page 2
LTG Carl Strock
Apnl 24, 2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the STB in approximately four weeks

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Very trul/yours,

dxg

Enclosure

cc Byron Olscn
Michael J Barron, Jr
Gregg Haug
Jesse Chalich

SI PL-Word 1233001
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Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association - Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL

220 South Sixth Street | Su He 2200 444 Cedar Street I Suite 2100
Minneapolis. MN 55402-4504 Sl ,*,„]. MN 55|01-2136
0123396321 I F» 6123380535 (651)3126020 6512226321 I Fax 651 222 B905

fckft>s<31ff>lhdbef rom
Reply To Si Paul

April 24,2008

Regional Administrator
U S Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129

Re: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in
Walsh County, North Dakota

Gentlemen

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MRI") intends to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Hoard ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately
7 06 miles in length, extending from milcpost 137 09 at Voss, ND, to milcpost 130 03 at Forest
River, ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota We have enclosed a map delineating the segment
of line proposed for abandonment for your review and information MRI is advising you of the
proposed action so you may assist us in identifying any potential effects of the proposed action
on, among other matters, the following

1 Water quality,
2 Designated wetlands,
3 100-year flood plains,
4 Endangered or threatened species,
5 Critical habitats,
6 Wildlife sanctuaries or refuges,
7 National or state parks or forests,
8 Coastal zone management,
9 Soil and natural resource conservation,
10 Agricultural land,
11 Regional and/or local use plans, and
12 The need for permits under sections 402 or 404 of the Clean Water Act

,-Word 1233001

33wwwfclhaberrom ^*



Page 2
U S Environmental Protection Agency
April 24,2008

Given the nature of the proposed action, we foresee no adverse effects, but nevertheless
would appreciate your review and any comments you may wish to offer We would appreciate
receipt of any written response as soon as possible so that we may include your comments in the
Environmental Report, which we intend to file with the STB in approximately four weeks

Thank you for your assistance in this matter

Very truly yours.

d/.g

Enclosure

cc Byron Olsen
Michael J Barren. Jr
Grcggllaug
Jesse Chalich

STPL-Word 123300 1
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NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT (>/ HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION

Gold Seal Center, 918 E Divide Ave

Bismarck, ND 58501 -1947

701 328 5200 (fax)

www ndhealth gov

Mav 1,200K

Ms Karen R. Kccs, Paralegal
Felhaber. Larson, Fcnlon & Voght
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100
St Paul, MN 55101-2136

Re Railroad Abandonment from Voss to Forest River
Walsh County, North Dakota

Dear Ms Kccs

This department has reviewed the information concerning the above-referenced project submitted
under date of April 24,2008, with respect to possible environmental impacts

This department believes that environmental impacts from the proposed railroad abandonment
will be minor and can be controlled by proper salvage and disposal methods With respect to the
abandonment, we have the following comments

1 Follow Best Management Practices during salvage activities to prevent dirt, construction
debris, and waste material from entering a storm drainage system or water body

2 Any releases of petroleum products, hazardous materials, or chemicals that may impact
human health or the environment, which arc known to have occurred in the past or are
discovered in the project area dunng abandonment and salvage operations, must be reported
to the North Dakota Department of Health The Department's Environmental Emergency
Response Contacts List is attached

3 Care is to be taken dunng project activity near any water of the state to minimize adverse
effects on a water body This includes minimal disturbance of stream beds and banks to
prevent excess siltation, and the replacement and revegetation of any disturbed area as soon
as possible after work has been completed. Caution must also be taken to prevent spills of
oil and grease that may reach the receiving water from equipment maintenance, and/or the
handling of fuels on the site Guidelines for minimizing degradation to waterways dunng
construction arc attached

4 Projects disturbing one or more acres are required to have a permit to discharge storm water
runoff until the site is stabilized by the reestablishment of vegetation or other permanent
cover Further information on the storm water permit may be obtained from the
Department's website or by calling the Division of Water Quality (701-328-5210) Also,

Environmental Health
Section Chiefs Office

7013285150

Division of
Air Quality

701 328 5188

Division of
Municipal Facilities

7013265211

Division of
Waste Management

701 328 5166

Division of
Water Quality
701 328 5210

Printed on recycled paper



Ms Karen R Kccs 2 May 1,2008

cities may impose additional requirements and/or specific best management practices for
construction affecting their storm drainage system Check with the local officials to be sure
any local storm water management considerations arc addressed

The department owns no land in or adjacent to the proposed improvements, nor does it have any
projects scheduled in the area In addition, we believe the proposed activities are consistent with
the State Implementation Plan for the Control of Air Pollution for the State of North Dakota

These comments arc based on the information provided about the project in the above-referenced
submittal The U S Army Corps of Engineers may require a water quality certification from this
department for the project if the project is subject to their Section 404 permitting process Any
additional information which may be required by the U S Army Corps of Engineers under the
process will be considered by this department in our determination regarding the issuance of such
a certification

If you have any questions regarding our comments, please feel free to contact this office

Sincerely,

L David Glatt, P E, C je f
Environmental Health-Section

LDGcc
Attach
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NORTH DAKOTA
DEPARTMENT of HEALTH

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SECTION
Gold Seal Center. 918 E Divide Ave

Bismarck, ND 58501-1947
701 328 5200 (fax)
www ndhealth gov

Construction and Environmental Disturbance Requirements

These represent the minimum requirements of the North Dakota Department of Health
They ensure that minimal environmental degradation occurs as a result of construction
or related work which has the potential to affect the waters of the State of North Dakota.
All projects will be designed and implemented to restrict the losses or disturbances of
soil, vegetative cover, and pollutants (chemical or biological) from a site

Soils

Prevent the erosion of exposed soil surfaces and trapping sediments being transported
Examples include, but are not restricted to, sediment dams or berms, diversion dikes,
hay bales as erosion checks, riprap, mesh or burlap blankets to hold soil during
construction, and immediately establishing vegetative cover on disturbed areas after
construction is completed Fragile and sensitive areas such as wetlands, riparian
zones, delicate flora, or land resources will be protected against compaction, vegetation
loss, and unnecessary damage

Surface Waters

All construction which directly or indirectly impacts aquatic systems will be managed to
minimize impacts All attempts will be made to prevent the contamination of water at
construction sites from fuel spillage, lubricants, and chemicals, by following safe storage
and handling procedures Stream bank and stream bed disturbances will be controlled
to minimize and/or prevent silt movement, nutrient upsurges, plant dislocation, and any
physical, chemical, or biological disruption The use of pesticides or herbicides in or
near these systems is forbidden without approval from this Department.

Fill Material

Any fill material placed below the high water mark must be free of top soils,
decomposable materials, and persistent synthetic organic compounds (in toxic
concentrations) This includes, but is not limited to, asphalt, tires, treated lumber, and
construction debris The Department may require testing of fill materials. All temporary
fills must be removed Debris and solid wastes will be removed from the site and the
impacted areas restored as nearly as possible to the original condition

Environmental Health
Section Chiefs Office

7013285150

Division of
Air Quality

701 328 5188

Division of
Municipal Facilities

7013285211

Division of
Waste Management

701 328 5166

Division of
Water Quality
701 328 5210

Pnnted on recycled paper
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Felhaber Larson
FenlonffVogt

A Professional Association - Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL

220 South Sixth Street | Suite 2200 444 Cedar Street I Suite 2100
Minneapolis, MN 53402-4504 S, p^i MN j510i.21J6
6123396321 | Fax 6123380535 Karen R Kecs 6512226321 | t-ax 6512228905

651/312-6020
hax 651/222-8905

E-mail kkcusf&fdhuber com
Reply to St Paul Office

April 23, 2008

State Historic Preservation Office
State Historical Society of North Dakota
612 E. Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND S8SOS-0830

Attention Merlan Paaverud, Jr, Director

RE: Proposed Abandonment of Railroad Line in Walsh Co., ND
Our File No. 22327.003

Dear Mr Paaverud

Mohall Railroad, Inc ("MRI") intends to file a proposed abandonment with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB") for approval to abandon a segment of railroad line approximately 7 06
miles in length, extending from milepost 13709 at Voss, ND, to milcpost 13003 at Forest River,
ND, all in Walsh County, North Dakota We have enclosed a map delineating the segment of line
proposed for abandonment for your review and information MRI is advising you of the proposed
action so you may assist us in the process of performing a historical review The only structures
identified on the line proposed tor abandonment are two bridges Photographs of the bridges are
enclosed

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. Please contact me if you have any questions

Vcrylruly^ours,

.arcn R Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron 01 sen

Michael J Barren, Jr
Gregg 1 laug
Jesse Chalich

SrPL-Word 1231961
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STATE
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
OF NORTH DAKOTA

John Hocven
Governor of North Dt&ata

North Dakota
State Histoncal Board

Albcrcl Bcrgcr
Grand Forks • Praaeni

Ouster I: Nelson. Jc
Bumardc- Vice President

Gercld Gemtliob
VaRey Gey - Secretary

A Rune Tcdd III

Diane K Larson
Buiruzicfa

Marvin L K*iuer
Wfaftm

Richard Kloubcc
Forgo

Sara Otte Gileman
DtfiKtiir

linmsm Dnisum

Kelly Schmidt
Stole Treasurer

AlvinA J.ttger
Secretary of State

Douglass Prchal
Director

Parla and Recreation
Department

Francis Ziegler
Director

Deportment of Transportation

McrianE Raavcrudjc
Dmaor

Actxedaedbythe
American Association

of Museums

APnl28,2008

Surface Transportation Board
1925 "K" Street NW
Washington, ND 20423

Ms Karen R Kecs
Paralegal
Fclhahcr, Larson, Fcnlon and Vogt
444 Cedar Street, Suite 2100
St Paul, MN 55101-2136

ND SHPO Ref.:08-0707 STB Docket No. File No. 22327.003 Mohall
Central Railroad Inc. Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions (milcpost
137.09 to 130.03) of Railroad in Walsh County, North Dakota

Dear Surface Transportation Board and Ms. Kccs,

We reviewed ND SHPO Rcf 08-0707 STB Docket No File No 22327 003
Mohall Central Railroad Inc Petition for Exemption to Abandon Portions of
Railroad in Walsh County, North Dakota, and concur with a "No Historic
Properties Affected" determination, provided the project is of the nature specified
and takes place in the legal description lifted and plotted in the correspondence If
any borrow fill matenal is required, the material should be derived from an
approved source, that is, one surveyed by an archaeologist and found to contain no
significant cultural resources

Please include the ND SHPO Reference number listed above in further
correspondence for this specific project If you have any questions please contact
Susan Quinncll at (701) 328-3576, or squirmellfffind eov

Sincerely,

McrianE Paaverud,Jr
State Historic Preservation Officer
(North Dakota)
and
Director, State Historical Society of North Dakota

North Dakota Heritage Center • 612 East Boulevard Avenue, Bismarck. ND 58505-0830 • Phone 701-328-2666 • Fax 701-328-3710
Email histsoc@nd go v Web site http/Aiwvwndgov/hist-TTY 1-800-366-6888



Felhaber Larson
Fenlon & Vogt

A Professional Association - Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST

220 South SixihSireei | Suitt 2200 444 Crdar Sireel I SuittilOO
Minneapolis, MN 55402-4504 * ^ , MN 55,Q| ,.«
612 339 6321 I Fax 612 338 0335 Karen R Kccs 651 222 6321 | F« 631 222 W05

651/312-6020
Fax 651/222-8905

K-mail kkecs@felhabcr com
Reply to St Paul office

May 21,2008

The State Clearing House for North Dakota
Paul Govig, Director
Division of Community Services
North Dakota Department of Commerce
P O. Box 2057
Bismarck, ND 58502-2057

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Dear Director Govig

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7.06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota. The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105 8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment. The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We arc providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No AB-577 (Sub No IX). Since the applicable statutes and

STPL-Word 1241121

wwwfelhHbercom



May 21,2008
Page 2

regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
representative in this matter is* Michael J Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511.

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Very truj/yours.

:nR Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr
Mark S. Radke
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North Dakota Environmental Protection Agency
North Dakota Department of Health
Environmental Health Section
Gold Seal Center
918 East Divide Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-1947

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Ladies and Gentlemen

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board (''STB") a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7 06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 130.03 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("'EHR") described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105 8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form die basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis C'SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
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regulations impose stnngent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks. MRI's
representative m this matter is: Michael J Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511.

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Very truly yd"urs.

;n R Kecs
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr
MarkS Radke
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Walsh County Commissioners
c/o Walsh County Courthouse
600 Cooper Avenue
Grafton,ND 58237-1542

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Dear Commissioners

.On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc , a North Dakota corporation ("MRP)
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7 06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 130.03 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report f'EHR") described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1 1 05 7 and
1 105.8, 1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis C'SHA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "H" Street SW, Washington, DC 2*0423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRl's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRl's
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representative in this matter is Michael J Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippcl LLC, 29 North Wacker
Dnvc, Suite 920, Chicago, 1L 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511.

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you.

tarenK
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc' Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr
MarkS Radkc
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U.S Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Office
Regional Administrator
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Ladies and Gentlemen

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc , a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB'') a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7.06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota. The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105 8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment.

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the liHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 UE" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
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representative in this matter is: Michael J Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippcl LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you.

K a r e R Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc1 Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr
MarkS Radke

STPL-Word 124122 1

IT



Felhaber Larson
Fenlon ffVogt

A Professional Association - Attorneys at Law

MINNEAPOLIS ST pAUL

220 South Sixth Su«t | SUIK 2200 444 Cedar Street I Su.te2100
Minneapolis, MN 35402-4504 s. Pjllli MN 55101.2136
6123396321 | Fax 6123380535 Karen R K«S 6512226321 I F« 6512228905

651/312-602U
Tax 651/222-8905

L-mail kkees&felhaher com
Reply to Si Paul office

May 21,2008

US. Fish & Wildlife Service
Department of the Interior
1849 "C" Street NW
Washington. DC 20240

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Ladies and Gentlemen

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc , a North Dakota corporation ("MR1")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7.06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") dcscnbed in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105.8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment. The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment.

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
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(with a copy to MRTs representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
representative in this matter is Michael J Barren, Jr., Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STD in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you.

Very truly>t>urs,

Kafen R Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron Olsen

Michael J. Barren, Jr
MarkS Radkc
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LTG Carl Strock, Commander
U.S Army Corps of Engineers
Headquarters
441 "G" Street NW
Washington, DC 20314

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Dear Commander Strock:

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7.06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota. The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105.8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR. MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
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(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRJ's
representative in this matter is Michael J. Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920. Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511.

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Very truly v6urs,

K^ren R Kecs
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron Olsen

Michael J. Barren, Jr
MarkS Radke
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The National Park Service
National Center for Recreation and Conservation
1 849 "C" Street NW
Washington, DC 20240

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Ladies and Gentlemen

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7 06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Histonc Report ("EUR") described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1 105.8, 1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the S IB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRTs representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
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representative in this matter is: Michael J. Barren, Jr., Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Dnve, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you

Very truly vrfurs,

KafrenR. Kees /
Paralegal

enclosures
cc1 Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr
MarkS Radke
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Natural Resources Conservation Service
Post Office Box 2890
Washington, DC 20013

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Ladies and Gentlemen

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc , a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB11) a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7 06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105.8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR. MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment. The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
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representative in this matter is1 Michael J Barren, Jr., Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you

Very truly vours,

;n R. Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc* Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr.
MarkS Radke
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National Geodetic Society
SSMC-3 #9202
1315 East- West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Ladies and Gentlemen

On or about June 16, 2008, Mphall Railroad, Tnc , a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB'') a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7.06 miles in length which extends from milepost 1 37 09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ('"EHR") described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1 105.8, 1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR. MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment. The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington. DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
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representative in this matter is. Michael J Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippcl LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832. phone number 312/252-1511.

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you

KaVenR Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr
MarkS Radkc
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Merlan E Paavcrud, Jr
State Historical Society of North Dakota
612 E. Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Dear Mr Paaverud

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc , a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board O'STB'') a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7 06 miles in length which extends from milepost 137.09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 130.03 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Histonc Report ("EHR") described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105 8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment. The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We arc providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No AB-577 (Sub No IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
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representative in this matter is Michael J Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippcl LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511.

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you

Very truly vpurs,

Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron Olscn

Michael J. Barren, Jr
Mark S. Radke
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Hon JohnHoeven
Governor, State of North Dakota
600 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0001

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Dear Governor Hoeven.

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc, a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption for approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7.06 miles in length which extends from milcpost 137.09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milepost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") described in the following paragraph.

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105 7 and
1105.8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment The EHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No IX). Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks MRI's
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representative in this matter is Michael J Barren, Jr, Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, 1L 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or histonc preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment.

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation. Thank you

Very truly yours,

h*

1:nR Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc Byron Olsen

Michael J. Barren, Jr
Mark S. Radke
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May 21,2008

North Dakota Department ofTransportalion - Planning
608 East Boulevard Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58505-0700

RE: STB Docket No. AB-577 (Sub No. IX)
Mohall Railroad, Inc. - Abandonment Exemption
Portion of Railroad Line in Walsh County, North Dakota
Our File No. 24270.1

Ladies and Gentlemen

On or about June 16, 2008, Mohall Railroad, Inc., a North Dakota corporation ("MRI")
will file with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB") a Notice of Exemption tor approval to
abandon a portion of a line of railroad 7.06 miles in length which extends from milcpost 137.09
at Voss, North Dakota, to milcpost 13003 at Forest River, North Dakota The line to be
abandoned runs through Walsh County in North Dakota, as indicated on the maps included in the
Environmental and Historic Report ("EHR") described in the following paragraph

In accordance with Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 1105.7 and
1105 8,1 am enclosing a copy of the EHR MRI will file the EHR with the STB as a component
of the proposed abandonment. The BHR explains in greater detail the scope of the rail line
abandonment

We are providing you with a copy of the EHR so that you may review the information
that will form the basis for the STB's environmental analysis of this proceeding If any of the
information in the EHR appears to be misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent
information is missing, or if you have any questions about the STB's environmental review
process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis ("SEA") by mail at Surface
Transportation Board, 395 "E" Street SW, Washington, DC 20423, or by telephone at 202/245-
0295, and refer to Docket No AB-577 (Sub No. IX) Since the applicable statutes and
regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing this action, your written comments to SEA
(with a copy to MRI's representative) would be appreciated within three weeks. MRI's
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representative in this matter is1 Michael J. Barron, Jr, Fletcher & Sippel LLC, 29 North Wacker
Drive, Suite 920, Chicago, IL 60606-2832, phone number 312/252-1511

Any comments received from your office will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental and/or historic preservation impacts of the proposed abandonment

We appreciate your assistance and cooperation Thank you

Very truly yours,

:nR Kees
Paralegal

klg
enclosures
cc* Byron Olsen

Michael J Barren, Jr.
Mark S. Radke
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