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August 13, 2008
ViaU$S Mail

Ms Anne Quinlan

Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, N W
Washington, D C 20424

Re  Docket No AB-506 (Sub-No 1X), Sault Ste Mane Brnidge Company
- Abandonment Exemption - in Dickinson County, Michigan

Dear Ms Quinlan

Sault Ste Marnie Bnidge Company does not object to the request for an intenm trail
use and rail banking condition in the above-referenced proposed abandonment in the form
that request 1s made by the State of Michigan Department of Natural Resources in their July
31. 2008. correspondence  This correspondence 1s incorporated herein by reference  The
railroad 1ntends to negotiate for a possible mtenm trail use/rail banking agreement with the
DNR

T'en copies of this letter are enclosed Plcase feel free to call me 1f you have any
questions

Respectfully submitted,

T ‘B4,

I'homas ] Healey
Attomey for Sault Ste Marie Bridge Company

Encls

cc Mr James Radabaugh
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STATE OF MICHIOAN

JENNIFER mu&mm DEPARTMENT OFHN:T:HAL RESOURCES REDECCA u;ﬂu:wumu
July 31, 2008
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Ms. Aune K. Quinlan VIA FACSIMILE
B - i
Wishinguon, BC 20425-0001 cmm FEE W m
Dear Mr. Williams: £ -~

SUBIECT:  Smlt Ste. Marie Bridge Company - Abandonment Bxemption ~ in Dickinson
County, Michigan, STB Docket No AB-506 (Sub-No. 1X)

This request 15 filed on behalf of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, which is &
govermment agency inveyestad in recreation and natural resonrces, hersinaftes referred to 23
"propoment.”

Proponent requests issuance of a Public Use Condition, as well as en Interim Trafl Use
Condition, rather than an cutnght shandenment suthorization between milepost 29.60 and
mulepost 30.24 in Iron Mountain, Dickinson County, Michigan.

A. Request For Public Use Condition

Proponent asks the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to find that this propety is suitable for
other public use, specifically truil use, and to place the following conditions o the sbandonment:

1. An order prohibiting the carrier from disposing of the corvidor, other than the tracks, ties and
signal equipmant, except for public use on reasonable terms, Justification for this condition is:
The corridor would make an excellent recreational trail and provides an extension of & rail
comidor already developed for trail use by proponent. The time peniod sought is 180 days from
the cffective dato of the absndonment authonzation. Proponent needs this much time to conduce
appraisal and title review and begin negotiations with the carxier.

2. An order barring removal or destxction of potentia] trail-related stmetures such as bridges,
tresties, culverts and tunnels. The justification for this condjtion is that these structures have
considerabla value for recreational trail purposes. The tims peniod requested is 180 days from
the effective dars of the sbandonment autharization for the same reascn as indicated above.
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Ms. Anpe K. Quinlan
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July 31, 2008

B. Request For Interim Trail Use

The reilroad right-of-way in this proceeding is suitable for railbenking. Jn addition to the public
use conditions sought above, proponent also rakes the following request:

STATEMENT OF WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish intenmn trail use and raijbanking under section 8(d) of the Nationa] Trails
System Act, 16 U.S.C. §1247(d), snd 49 CFR §1152.29, the proponent is willing to assoma fiall
responsibility for management of, for any legal lality arising out of the wansfer or vse of, and
for the payment of any xad all taxes that may be levied or assessed against the right-of-way
owned by and operated by Saulk Ste. Macie Bridge Company.

The property extends fram milroad milepost 29.60 and 30 24 in Jron Mountain, a distance of
0.64 milss in Dickinson County, Michigan, The right-of-way is part of a line of railroad
proposed for abandcoment in STB Docket No AB-506 (Sub-No. 1X).

A map depictmg the right-of-way is attached. Proponent acknowledges that use of the right-of-
way is subject to the Gsexr's continuing to meet its respanaibilitics described above and subject to
possible future reconstruction and reactivation of the right-of-way for rail service.

By my signature below, I cextify service upon Sanit Ste, Marle Bridge Company, c/o Thomas J.
Healy, 17641 S. Ashland Ave., Homewood, IL 60430-134S, by U.S. Majl, postage pre-paid, first

class. thus 31* day of July, 2008.
Rospecetlly sobenitn,
d"‘"?ﬂib’”ﬁ?—/‘
Jurnes Radsbangh

Stats Trails Coardinator

Recreation and Trails Section

Forest, Mimeral qnd Fire Managoment Divinion
517-313-1276

on behalf of the Michigan Department of
Naturel Resources

g

Mr. Thomas J. Healy, Sault Ste. Marie Bridge Company
M. Robert Fowler, Rail Property Management

Mr. Thomas Courchaine, DNR

Mr. David Freed, DNR
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