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City of Lawton, Engineering Division
103 S W 4th Street • Lawton. Oklahoma 73501 - Phone 580-581-3385 • Fax 580-581-3366

Shipping Address 2202 S W 3rd Street • Lawton. Oklahoma 73501

January 14.2009

Honorable Anne K Quintan
Acting Secretary
Surface Transportulnm Board
W R Street. SW
Washington. DC 20423-0001

Reference Union Pacific Railroad Company Abundonmcni in Comanchc County. Oklahoma STB
Docket No AB-33 (Sub-No 267xj

Dear Ms Qumlan

This request is hied on hehall of the City of Lawion. Oklahoma, which is a mr/n/n/>ci/rn wtcrc\tctl in fttn\ci\arnin
aiid/tir rfi reaiiun, eti . which is hereinafter referred lo as "proponent"

While not taking a position on the merits of this abandonment, proponent requests issuance ol a Public Use Cundilum da
well as a Certificate or Notice of Interim Trail Use rather than an outright abandonment authon/ation between M P
50 75 near Foil Stll tf M P 54 60 south ofLa\\ton, a distance of 3 fiS miles

A Public Use Condition

Proponent requests the STB lo find that this property is suitable for other public use. specifically trail use and to place
the following conditions on the abandonment1

1 An order prohibiting ihe carrier from disposing of the corridor, other than ihctfdLks. lies and signal equipment
except of public use on reasonable terms The justification for this condition is that the i orndor \\ouldmake ane\i ellent
rt'ireaiitmal trail/bikcpaih and ujmerwm ttfiht pmpcrt\ in trail u\e i\ tif \uedbv iht? ionunumt\ In addnuw ihe

prtniJc* unpflnani »tldlifc habitat and jcfnvm/x/i c and it\ pre\ei lurnvi a\ n m minimal irail/biktpath t\
H tth that end The lime pei md sought is 180 days from Ihe effective date of the abandonment aulhon/ation

Proponent needs this much time because we have not had an opportumt) lo assemble or lo review title mfuriiuimn ui
ele .i Iruil/bikeputh plan

2 An order barring removal or destruction of potential trail-relaled structures such as bridges, trestles. cul\erls and
tunnels The justifkalion for this condition is that these structures have lonsulerahlc value lor recreational trail purposes
The lime period requested is IXO days from ihe effective date of the abandonment aulhon/alion for the same reason as
i nd ii ted above

B Interim Trail Use

The railroad right-ol-way in (his proceeding is suitable lor railbankmg In addition to Ihe public use conditions sought
above proponent also makes the following request

To provide efficient, effective and responsive customer oriented service delivery To provide a quality of life based on harmony
and cooperation. To provide leadership and opportunity for southwest Oklahoma.
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S FATEMENT Ol- WILLINGNESS TO ASSUME FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

In order to establish interim trail use and rail banking under section 8(d) or the National Trails System Act, 16 U S C
5l247(d) and 49 C F R 61 152 29, City of Lawton is willing to assume full responsibility Tor management of, Tor any
legal liability arising out of the transfer or use of (unless the user is immune from liability, in which case it need only
indemnify the railroad against any potential liability), and for the payment of any and all taxes thai may be levied or
assessed against the nghi-of-ay owned by Union Pacific Railroad Company and operated by same

The property, known as the Lawton Industrial Lead extends from railroad milepost 50.75 near Fort Sill to railroad
mileposl 54 60 south ofLawton, a distance of 3 85 miles in Comanehe County, Oklahoma The right-of-way is pan of a
line of railroad proposed tor abandonment in STB Docket No AB-33 (Sub-No 267X1

A map depicting Ihe right-of-way is attached

The Cit\ of Lawttm acknowledges that use of Ihe right-of-way is subject to the user's continuing to meet us
responsibilities described above and subject to possible future reconstruction and reactivation of the right-of-way for rail
service

By my signature below. I certify service upon Union Pacific Railroad Compan\, 101 N Wacker Dri\e. Room I9l)2(l.
Chicago. Illinois 60606-I7-IS,by U S Mail, postage prepaid, first class, on January 15, 2009

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the City ofLawton,

Jerry Ihler,
Public Works Director/City Engineer

Attachment
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