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Surface Transportation Board 
Attn: Ms. Cynthia Brown 
Director of Proceedings 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
 
December 8, 2010 
 
RE: FD35380 San Luis & Rio Grande Petition for a Declaratory Order 
 
Dear Ms. Brown: 
 
Please let this letter and attachments serve as an update to the public 
comment submitted by Conejos County Clean Water, Inc. (CCCW) on 
October 12, 2010 for the above referenced petition to the Surface 
Transportation Board (Board). 
 
The Special Use Permit application submitted by EnergySolutions to Conejos 
County as the principle corporate entity in the above referenced petition to 
the Board was objectively and unanimously denied by the Board of County 
Commissioners, December 6, 2010.   
 
The decision was based on several objective reasons pertaining to the 
Conejos County Land Use Code; including, but not limited to the fact that 
the applicant was not willing and able to obtain all land use rights in Conejos 
County per Section 5.500 Standards of Approval for a Special Use. 
 
The official resolution pertaining to the permit denial will be created by 
Conejos County officials and submitted to the Board by CCCW when the 
resolution becomes available to the public.  Please note the Special Use 
permit process was completed in 90-days. 
 
We continue to request your presence in Conejos County for your 
declaratory order proceedings in Antonito, Colorado, the Conejos County 
Seat. The Board has determined that the issues are “novel.”  We request the 
opportunity to provide oral public comments during the hearing proceeding 
in Antonito, Colorado. 
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Additionally, please find attached for your consideration resolutions passed 
in opposition of the truck to rail transfer of radioactive, hazardous, and toxic 
waste within 250 feet of the Rio San Antonio a headwaters tributary to the 
Rio Grande. The resolutions were passed by the following governments and 
groups in Conejos County: The Town of Antonito, The Town of La Jara, 
Conejos County Clean Water, Inc., Senior Citizens, Madres Cristianas, South 
Conejos School District, and the Town of Sanford support the opposition 
efforts. 
 
Thank you for your careful consideration of these matters. 
 
I hereby certify I have electronically served a copy of this filing to John D. 
Heffner. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
 
Mary Alice Trujillo 
Chair – Conejos County Clean Water, Inc. 
 

 
 
 

Enclosures  
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RESOLUTION NO.1 

A RESOLUTION STATING AN OBJECTION TO THE TRUCK TO RAIL TRANSFER OF RADIOACTIVE, 
HAZARDOUS, AND TOXIC WASTE IN CONEJOS COUNTY WITHIN 2S0 FEET OF THE SAN ANTONIO RIVER 
A HEADWATERS TRIBUTARY TO THE RIO GRANDE (RIVER). 

WHEREAS: Our community is a populated area within the San Luis Valley hemmed in on the west by 
the San Juan mountain range and on the east by the Sangre de Cristo mountain range where the 
radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste would adversely affect the quality of life in our area; and 

WHEREAS: Our community will be exposed to radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste and 
according to the National Academies of Science there is no known safe level of radioactive exposure for 
humans; and 

WHEREAS: Our community will be exposed to radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste and 
according to the permit application submitted to Conejos County the waste will be Class 7 radioactive 
and Class 9 unregulated under Department of Transportation (DOT) guidelines, and Class A low-level 
radioactive waste under Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) guidelines. "Health Impacts from Acute 
Radiation Exposure," 2003, for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. The study says that a 300 rad 
exposure (which is the dose that you could get form a 90 minute unshielded exposure to Containerized 
Class A waste) would lead to hematopoietic syndrome. 50% of people would die within 60 days at that 
dose level. -- This concept of 50% of a population within 60 days of level of exposure without medical 
treatment is a concept that in Radiation Health Physics is known as LD50-60 (LD = lethal dose to 50% of 
the population within 60 days)}; and 

WHEREAS: Our community has residents with psychiatric and other medical conditions, many of 
whom could be negatively affected by the effects of the radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste; and 

WHEREAS: Our community has reSidents who are active-duty military or veterans, some of whom 
suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), the symptoms of which can be triggered by the sight 
of the radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste in supersacks; and 

WHEREAS: Tourism is critical to the economic development and stability of our region, and people 
come to our community for the peace and quiet it offers, and because radioactive, hazardous, and toxic 
waste would disturb that tranquility and have potential negative effects on our already struggling 
economy; and 

WHEREAS: Many of our community members speak Spanish only or Spanish as their first language, 
and no radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste transfer from truck to rail project information has been 
provided to them in Spanish; and 

WHEREAS: There are unknown environmental and other impacts from the transfer of truck to rail 
of radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste plan, so an environmental impact study should be performed; 
and 
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WHEREAS: Local volunteer firefighters, first responders, and our regional hospital are not equipped 
with the proper gear and training to handle radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste spills; 

WHEREAS: The transportation of radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste has not been determined 
site specific to Conejos County to be safer on rail versus truck, and the safety of the transportation of 
the two comparatively is not in question, since we are not provided a choice; and 

WHEREAS: The permit application EnergySolutions submitted to Conejos County for a Special Use 
does not comply with the Conejos County Land Use Code. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, Mary Alice Trujillo, AND THE MEMBERSHIP OF 

Conejos County Clean Water, Inc., CONCLUDE: 

CONEJOS COUNTY CLEAN WATER, INC. DOES NOT SUPPORT THE TRUCK TO RAIL TRANSFER OF LOW­
LEVEL RADIOACTIVE, HAZARDOUS, AND TOXIC WASTE IN CONEJOS COUNTY WITHIN 250 FEET OF THE 

SAN ANTONIO RIVER A HEADWATERS TRIBUTARY TO THE RIO GRANDE (RIVER). 


within Antonito, Colorado, Conejos County area of Colorado. 


DONE this 1st day of November, 2010. 
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Chair ...,:·ivlary Alice Trujillo 


ATTEST: 
/I, /1 '~ 

Ci'UllLL) l~u4rfv0'--O 
Witness - Andrea Guajardo 



TOWN OF SANFORD 
390 Green leaf Street 
Sanford, CO 81151 

#719-274-4024 

November 23, 2010 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

The Sanford Town Board is sending this letter of support for the Conejos County 
Clean Water, Inc. efforts in trying to prohibit the truck to rail transfer of low-level 
radioactive hazardous and toxic waste through Conejos County based on the 
information that was presented to the town board. 

Board approval meeting of November 11, 2010. 

Yours truly, 

Town of Sa nford, 

A 13- ~MaYOrGa~y ~ 
Cc: To Town of Sanford Board Trustees 
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WHEREAS, many of our community members speak Spanish only or as Spanish as their 

first language, and no low-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste transfer from truck-to-rail 
project information has been provided to them in Spanish; and 

WHEREAS, there are unknown environmental and other impacts from the transfer of truck­
to-rail oflow-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste plant, so an environmental impact study 
should be performed; and 

WHEREAS, local volunteer firefighters, first responders, and our regional hospital are not 
equipped with the proper gear and training to handle low-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic 
waste spills; and 

WHEREAS, the transportation oflow-Ievel radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste has not 
been determined site specific to Conejos County to be safer on rail versus truck, and the safety of 
the transportation of the two comparatively is not in question since we are not provided a choice. 

NOW, THEREFORE,BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFTHE 
TOWN OF LA JARA, COLORADO, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That, the Board of Trustees of the Town of La Jara is strongly opposed to and does not 
support the truck-to-rail transfer of low-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste in Conejos 
County, Colorado, within 250 feet of the San Antonio River, a headwaters tributary to the Rio 
Grande (River) or the transport or such materials through the Town ofLa Jara on railroad lines that 
run from end of town to the other. 

2. That the La Jara Town Clerk, be, and she is hereby, authorized to cause a copy of this 
Resolution, bearing the Town's official seal, to be placed in various public places within the Town 
of La Jara, in order to give notice to the public of the Town's position with regard to this matter. 

THIS RESOLUTION WAS CONSIDERED, DISCUSSED, AND ADOPTED on the 18th 

day ofNovember, 2010, by the Board of Trustees ofthe Town of La Jara at a regularly scheduled 
meeting at which a quorum was present. 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF 
LAJARA 

ATTEST: 
By: Lfu("~r

Ausf aldez, Mayor 

w~_~_ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2010 .... ..3 

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF LA JARA 
STATING AN OBJECTION TO THE TRUCK-TO-RAIL TRANSFER OF LOW­
LEVEL RADIOACTIVE, HAZARDOUS, AND TOXIC WASTE IN CONEJOS 
COUNTY, COLORADO, WITHIN 250 FEET OF THE SAN ANTONIO RIVER, A 
HEADWATERS TRIBUTARY TO THE RIO GRANDE (RIVER) 

WHEREAS, our community is a populated area within the San Luis Valley hemmed in on 
the westby the San Juan mountain range and on the east by the Sangre de Cristo mountain range 
where the low-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste would adversely affect the quality oflife 
in our area, and 

WHEREAS, our community will be exposed to low-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic 
waste and according to the National Academies of Science, there is no known safe level of 
radioactive exposure for humans; and 

WHEREAS, our community will be exposed to low-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic 
waste and, according to the permit application submitted to Conejos County, the waste will be Class 
7 radioactive and Class 9 unregulated under Department of Transportation (DOT) guidelines, and 
Class A low-level radioactive waste under Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) guidelines. 
"Health Impacts from Acute Radiation Exposure," 2003, for Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. 
The study says that a 300 rad exposure (which is the dose that you could get from a 90-minute 
unshielded exposure to Containerized Class A waste) would lead to hematopoietic syndrome. Fifty 
percent ofpeople would die within 60 days at that dose level.-This concept of 50% ofa population 
within 60 days of level ofexposure without medical treatment is a concept that in Radiation Health 
Physics is know as LD50-60 (LD = lethal dose to 50% of the population within 60 days)} and 

WHEREAS, our community has residents with psychiatric and other medical conditions, 
many ofwhom could be negatively affected by the effects of the low-level radioactive, hazardous, 
and toxic waste; and 

WHEREAS, our community has residents who are active-duty military or veterans, some 
of whom suffer from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), the symptoms of which can be 
triggered by the sight of low-level radioactive, hazardous, and toxic waste; and 

WHEREAS, tourism is critical to the economic development and stability ofour region, and 
people come to our community for the peace and quiet it offers, and because low-level radioactive, 
hazardous, and toxic waste would disturb that tranquility and have potential negative effects on our 
already struggling economy; and 
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