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Public Record 

RE: Escanalia & Lake Superior Railroad Company - Abandonment Petition for 
Exemption - Line in Ontonagon and Houghton Counties. MI, 
STB Docket No. AB-415 (Sub-No. 2X) 

Dear Ms. Brown: 

We have received the attached copy of comments addressed to the Surface Transportation 
Board by Mr. Todd Maki, Plant Manager ofthe Louisiana-Pacific Corporation (LP) Sagola, 
Michigan Oriented Strand Board (OSB) manufacturing facility. This facility shipped over half 
ofthe 248 carload that were handled over the line proposed for abandonment during 2009. Mr, 
Maki's supporting comments are signitlcant in view of I.P's support of ELS' petition in 
recognition that this proposed abandonment is essential to ELS' llnancial health and its ability to 
continue providing service over the rest of its system. Because ofthe relevance and importance 
of Mr. Maki's comments il is requested thai his letter be made pari ofthe formal record for 
considerdfion in this proceeding. 

Keith G. O'Brien 
Counsel for Escanaba & Lake Superior 

Cc: Parties of Record 



5/10/10 

Cynthia T. Brown 
Chief- Section of Adminisiratioii 
Office of Proceedings 
Surface Traiisporlalintt Hoarrl 
395 E Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423 0001 

RE: Escanaba & lutke Superior Railroad Company • AlxindonmetU I'etilion for 
Kxemplion • Line iti Ontimannii and Houyjilon (.'aunties. Ml, STR Docket No. 
An-415<Stih No. 2X) 

Dear Ms. Biown: 

I am inanagci ofthe l.oui.siaii<i Pacillc Coiporation (LP) Sagola, Michigan, Oriented Strand 
Fioaixl (OSB) utaniilacliiriiig Caciiity, whicii directly ciiiijIoyN 14.5 peoj)ic, and .ships finished 
goods auff receives raw inaicrials altjtig the Escanaba &. I.,!ikc Stii)crior (ELS) route. 

We have been advised by liLS of ritcir plans lo abandon rail between initeposl 40X.2 at 
Ontonagon, and milepost .365.00 at Sidnaw and arc aw:ire of fheir petition (referenced above) 
for Rn exemplion to undertake (h»t abaTUionnient. The pennaiieni closure of the Sinurlil-
Stone operation in Ontoiiagon, the top revenue gencraioi- for ELS, appears to have made il 
impossible for ELS to .service (heir<lebt obligalions or mainiJiin (his .stretch of rail over Ihe 
long-term. 

While wc would prefer to support a solution thai keeps (he entire strclch of rail operational for 
llie economic fiiture of our region, LP suijjjoits ELS's ijctition, because // is critical thai the 
railroad remain viable for Ihe retnainiug shippers in the region. LP recognizes that Ihe 
»baiKionineii( is essential lo ELS' ilnaiicial hcailh and ability (o coutiiiuc lo pixivide 
uniiiterntpted service to our Sagola facility. 

Should vSTB liavc any questions .tboiil LP's 0|)cratioi)s or our .suppoit of ELS's petition, please 
feel fixje t9.<Sontact me. 


