
 

LIST OF PREPARERS 
 
 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
SECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 
 

Victoria Rutson - Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis 
 

Diana Wood - Section of Environmental Analysis, Project Manager, Environmental 
Protection Specialist 

 
Catherine Glidden - Environmental Protection Specialist, Section of Environmental 
Analysis, Expertise in Cultural Resources 
 
 

URS CORPORATION- THIRD PARTY CONSULTANT 
 

Project Management, Transportation, and Land Use 
 
Jaya Zyman-Ponebshek 
Project Manager; BS Industrial Biochemical Engineering, 1984, Autonomous 
Metropolitan University; MS Environmental and Water Resources Engineering, 1986, 
University of Texas at Austin; 22 years of experience in environmental consulting, 
specifically environmental assessments and environmental impact statements of rail and 
other linear projects under NEPA.  

 
 Biology  
 

Jill Seed  
Senior Biologist; BS Natural Science, 1997, Louisiana University; 8 years experience in 
environmental consulting, specifically biological resources, wetlands, and threatened and 
endangered species surveys.    

 
Groundwater, Geology, and Karst Features 
 
Grant Snyder 
Groundwater Resources Specialist; B.S. Geology, 1987, Lamar University Beaumont, 
TX, Graduate Studies; Hydrogeology, University of Texas at San Antonio; Groundwater 
Hydrology, Edwards Aquifer, Drilling technology, Borehole; Geophysics; 18 years of 
experience in water resources. 
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Surface Water 
 
Jeff Irvin 
Surface Water Specialist; BS, 1972, U.S. Military Academy; MSCE Water Resources 
Engineering, 1981, Stanford University; MSCE, 1981, Geotechnical Engineering, 
Stanford University; 32 years of experience in environmental consulting. 
 
Noise and Vibration 
 
Rob Greene 
Noise and Vibration Task Manager; Board-certified Noise Control Engineer, 1984, 
Institute of Noise Control Engineering; BS Environmental Science, Pacific Western 
University; Advanced acoustic and vibration studies, Bruel & Kjaer University; 29 years 
of experience in environmental impact analysis with an emphasis in environmental 
acoustics and noise control engineering; Member, Transportation Research Board 
Transportation Related Noise and Vibration Committee ADC 40. 
 

 Cultural Resources 
 
 Dan Cassedy 

Archeology and History specialist, peer reviewer and consultant; B.A. Anthropology; 
University of New Hampshire; M.A. Anthropology; State University of New York, 
Binghamton; Ph.D. Anthropology; State University of New York, Binghamton; 24 years 
of experience in archeology consulting. 

  
Rail Operations 
 
Ron Rypinski 
Rail transportation specialist; 40 years of experience in domestic and international 
railroad and transit operations and maintenance planning and design, (including 
commuter rail [push-pull and DMU], light rail, heavy rail, high-speed rail, streetcars, and 
automated people mover systems and facilities) and freight railroad operations, fixed 
plant improvements, track inspection, freight rolling stock, and experience with FRA 
regulations. 
 
Public Involvement/Technical Editing 
 
Nancy Gates 
Public Involvement and Technical Communications Specialist.  BA English, Smith 
College, Northapton, MA (1972); MA Journalism/Communications, The University of 
Texas at Austin (1980); 28 years of experience in public involvement and community 
outreach. 

  
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
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Julia Presas 
GIS Analyst; B.A. Geography, 2002, University of Texas at Austin; 6 years of experience 
in identification, collection, integration, analysis, and publishing of geospatial data. 
 
John Wade 
GIS Analyst with 17 years of experience. 
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