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STATE OF LOUiSlA*NA 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
1939 Hickory Ave , 
Hara 

Suite 10 
7012? 

SHIRLLV 0. BOWLER 

District 78 
August 20, 1998 

Mr. Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW, Room 711 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

AUG 27 1998 

PubMell«eord 

RE: Houston/Gulf Coast Oversight Proceeding, Finance Docket #32760 (Sub # 26) 

De.̂ r Secretary Williams: 

Union Pacific made an enomious investment when it acquired Southem Pacific Railroad in 1995. It wa:.-
entirely appropriate for the Transportation Board to grant temporary access to the company's acquired 
properties as Union Pacific executed the transition. 

1 have been informed that Union Pacific, at this time, has completed their transition work in Texas, but the 
other railroads have pursued changing their temporary access to permanent access, nonetheless. 

While there are many factors you must weigh in reaching a decision on fhis matter, I sincerely request that 
you give the highest consideration to the following factors: Railroad transportation is a heavily regulated 
industry. The sale of Southem Pacific to Union Pacific was an approved transaction and a costly investment. 
Union Pacific's competitors were permitted access to UP's properties during the transition period to maintain 
acceptable levels of rail service. Temporary access does not create a pemianent privilege. 

In my humble opinion, it is important that government officials maintain the highest rega-d for private 
property rights which are as important to American life today as they were when our country was founded. I 
sincerely request that you do not sacrifice this basic American principle when you make your decision in this 
matier. 

Youi cision in this matter can affect the viability of rail commerce across the entire Gulf Coast. Thank you 
fo your consideration. 

Sincerely yours. 

Shirley D.lBowler 
State Representative 
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D E E D E E C D R P A D I N I 

M A V O M 

MeiF/.... 
O F T I C E D F T H C M A Y O R 

Honorable Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

August 14, 1998 

AUG 27 1998 

fî MIe Racord 

RE: Houston/Gulf Coast Oversight Proceeding 
Finance Docket No.32760 {Sub-No.26) 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

This letter \ i to express support for Union Pacific Railroad Company's position before the Surface 
Transportation Boâ d opposing the requests filed by several interests to impose additional UP/SP murstcr 
conditions in the Gulf Coast a-ca. There appears to be no basis to support additional conditioi:s from eitL<. 
a competitive or service standpoint. 

When the UP/SP merger was announced there were many in Utah that expressed concem that there n'ight 
be a loss of rail competition in the State with tbe loss of the SP as a competitor to UP. These concems 
were never realized. The BNSF was granted trackage rights and has been serving rail shippers in Utah on a 
regular and increasing basis. Utah Railway's trackage rights were also expanded as a condition of the 
UP/SP merger. Rail competition has not only survived since the UP/SP merger, but has flourished. In part 
as a result of UP's congestion problems arising in Texas, BNSF has made serious inroads into UP's market 
share in Utah and elsewhere. 

Requests that would further erode UP's traffic base and complicate its operation could seriously jeopardize 
its recovery efforts at the very time when recovery is complete in most key areas. Granting additional 
rights over UP's tracks could permanently damage rail competition, not only in Texas, but throughout the 
west, including Utah. Utah officials repeatedly stated during the merger th.;t it was absolutely essential to 
the interests of Utah shippers to have strong rai! competition in this State. The petitioners' efforts to have 
the STB impose additional merger conditions could result in a shift in that competitive balance that would 
be difficult for UP to overcome and leave it in a v. wakened condition, unable to perform the needed repairs 
and expansion of SP's infrastructure which had left the SP in a debilitated condition. It would bt bad 
policy to weaken UP at the time it is fighting back from its service problems. Competition and rail sci-'.'ice 
will be served best by ? strong UP that can make needed investments and compete effectively with BNSF. 

Please consider this letter in support of Union Pacific's position in your deliberations and deny the 
petitioners' requests for additional conditions. 

Deedee Corradini 
Mayor 

4 5 1 S O U T H S T A T E S T R E E T , R O O M 3 0 6 , S A L T L A K E C I T V . U T A H B 4 1 I 1 
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v\^yom/ng Sfafe Legislature 
213 Stale Capilol i Cheyenne Wyoming 82002 / Telephone 307 / 777-7881 

I 733 

August 19,1998 AUG 27 1998 

public BKord 

.S,-/l((/r 

SENATO i VINCEN-r V PICABD 

Honorable Vemon A Williams 
Secretary 
Sur&ce Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington,D.C. 20423 y)(,<l '^"^^^ 

Defj Secretary Williams, 

It is my understanding that the Surface Transportation Itoard will coinmmence oversf^t 
proceedings lo decide whether to in^se addhional conriitions cn the Union Pacifk/Sotithem 
Pacific merger in the Houston and Gulf Coast area. I am writing to urge the Board not to in^se 
additional conditions. 

Additional conditions placed on the Union Pacific would severely weake.i Union Pacific at 
a time when it has already suffered extensive financial and traffic losses due to its service crisis 
over the past year. Any additional conditions piaced on the Union Pacific would further hinder 
Union Pacific's financial position by costing well over half a billion dollars in annual gross 
revenues. The best way to deal with the problems facing Union Pacific is to let them worlc their 
way back. Significant headway has been made by Union Pacific in the past few months . There is 
no basis from either a competitive or a service-related standpoint to impose additional conditions. 

Union Pacific Railroad is an important part of Wyoming's economy. Weakening the Union 
Pacific's ability to effectively compete and provide service wiil have negative conseqj«r2es 
throughout its system, including Wyoming. Again, I urge the Board not to impose ad Jitional 
conditions. Thavk you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

CUrtCt-CrfU 

Vincent V. Picard 
State Senator 
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,'l'/ • 'v.lf 'i' 1 

VILLAGE 
OF 
EIMWOQD 
PARK 

AUG 27 1998 
Pirtol 

PubHc Racord 

OFFICE OF THE VILLAGE PRESIDENT • 11 Conti Parkway • Elmwood Park, IL 60707 

PETER N. SILVESTRI 
Village Pres.dent August 18, 1998 

Honorable Vemon A Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street N W. 
Washington, DC 20423 

re; Houston/Gulf Coast Oversight Proceeding 
Finance Docket No. 32760 (Sub-No. 26) 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

As President ofthe Village of Elmwood Park, a suburban community adjacent to the City of 
Chicago, good rail transportation and a sound Union Pacific is important to our local economy 
and provides jobs to many of my constituents. 

The fmancial strength of the Union Pacific is vitally important to our region due to the size of its 
operation in the area The Union Pacific Railroad has five rail lines entering the City of Chicago 
and three major intermodal terminals in the City In order to keep our industries competitive in 
the glohil economy, I am opposed to the proposals to impose new conditions on Union Pacific 
operations in Texas and the Gulf Coast area. 

The U P's service has improved markedly in recent months This progress should not be hindered 
by the imposition of new conditions that will harm UP, our communities and others around the 
country UP has -ncreased its hiring in the Chicago area, which provides an opportunity to my 
constituents, as well as the additional industrial base it supports. Chicago is the rail hub of 
America and I do not want changes made in Texas that will adversely affect Chicago's status and 
Union Pacific's ability to grow and help our community. 

a 
truly yours. 

Peter N Silvestri 
Village President 

cc Honorable Rod Blagojevich, U S Representative, Illinois District 5 
Honorable Danny K. Davis, U. S. Representative, Illinois District 7 
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David L Owen 
Mayor 

August, 1998 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
SOUTH CHICAGO HEIGHTS, /LL/NO/S 6047 7 

Honorable Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 

AUG 13 1998 
Partof 

fuWIC Boeord 

1925 Street, N V; 
Washington, DC 20423 
RE: Houston/Gulf Coast Oversight Proceed::?̂  

Finance Docket No 32760 (Sub-No. 2b) 

Phone 7081 '5-1880 
Fax 708/755-188; 

Dear Secretary Williams; 

I am David Owen, Mayor ofthe N'illage of South Chicago Heights. The District I represent 
is in the Chicago inetropolitan area. Good raii transportation, and a sound Union Pacific, is important 
to the Chicago region's economy 

The financial strength ofthe Union Pacific is vitally important to the Chicago region. The 
Union Pacific Railroad has four major lines entering the Chicago region The Union Pacific has plans 
to improve safety and efficiency on these lines Proposals to impose new conditions on Union Pacific 
operations in Texas and the Gulf Coast area could result in tht delay or cancellation of improvements 
to these lines I do not feel my constituents should pay the price. In order to keep Illinois industries 
competitive in our global economy, I am opposed to the proposais to impose new conditions on 
Union yacific operations in Texas and the Gulf Coast area. 

The UP's service has improved markedly ;n recent months. This progress should not be 
hindered by the imposition of new conditions that wili harm UP, our community and others around 
the country UP has increased its hiring in the Chicago area, which provides an opportunity to my 
cons'ituents, as well as the additional industrial base it supports. The Chicagc region is the rail hub 
of America, and I don't want changes made in Texas that will adversely affect the C:.icago region's 
status and UP's ability to grow and help our community. 

Sincerely, 

David L Owen 
Mayor 
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ra TAYLOR FORGE ENGINEERED SYSTEM^-fNC. 
* 208 N. Iron • Paola, Kansas 66071 

Tel: ^13-294 5331 • Fax: 913-294 53 37 
E-mail Gngineered@tfes.com (.-.rtificatc Number: 027 

Honorable Vernon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

O l f l c o o f t h o S W ' ^ 

AUG 13 1998 

PubHcVocord 

Re: Houston/Gulf Coast Overnight Proceeding 
Fincance Docket No. 32760 (Sub-No. 26) 

4̂  

Dear Secretary Williams: 

I etm Manager of Estimating at Taylor Forge Engineered Systems 
Inc. in Paola, Kansas. We manufacture large prefsure vessels 
for the petro-chemical industry, among other things. 

I get involved in r a i l transportation issues involving the 
transportation of pressure vessels a l l over the country. I 
was here when the UP took over the MP, and I was very happy 
with the new rates that they imposed in their UP-3435-D which 
were about half the MP's rates. The UP's reasonable rates 
have been instrumental in our success in projects a l l over 
the world. They help us compensate for being land locked. 

However, the continuation of reasonable rates i s dependent 
upon the financial health of the UP, and I am afraid that i f 
further restrictions are placed on the UP in the Houston-Gulf 
Coast region that that financial health may be endangered. I 
believe that the restrictions that the STB placed on the 
UP/SP merger have worked well, and that no further 
res t r i c t i o n s are necessary. 

I encourage the STB not tc burden the UP with further 
restrictions and to allow i t to finish the job of absorbing 
the SP. Just as I was delighted with the transition from the 
MP to the UP years ago, I ' l l bet that many former SP 
customers w i l l soon be delighted, tool 

C^tdially, 

- ' ^ r ^ ~ 

Dennis G. Norris 
Manager of Estimating 

Traditionally Dependable 
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'96 14:54 MT BELL SN 305071 P.01 

"Voice ofthe Western Slope, since 1953" 
A coalition of counties, communities, busirtessesA individuals 

970/242-3264* FAX 970 / 245-MOO 
P.O. Box 550 

GrandJunction.Colorado81502^550 
http://www.itl2.Mt('club20/ 

«Mil:club20@lii2.iMt 

16/ 

Mr. Vemon Wlllitnu, Sccrcury 
Surface Trauportuion Bovd 
Dflpenment of Trantpottation 
1925 K Strert, N W . Sui:* 700 
Waahington, D C 20423 

'A 

Auguit I, l(9g 

ICO 

AUG 12 1998 

Public RICOT* 

Dav Seeitury Willivm: pTQ ^l/fO S l^'fb 

We are writing to offer the coiwJienU of Weitem Colorado eoiwnunitiei on iMUCS related to the tT-SP 
merger, specifically Union Pacific'i progran on implonenting the agreementi in Weatem Colorado, and the cunent 
STB eonaideration of new regulatory conditiont in Texaa. 

CLUB 20 repreaenti the communities of Weitem Colorado, and ii in iti 46th year aa the collective voice of 
our region Our membera include 20 couniiet, 75 towni, 41 chamben of commerce, several dozen non-j»of«B and 
ipectal disJricta, and hundred* of buiinetiea and individuali concerned about the economic fcnire ofthe Weatem 
Slope. Thaae eomtnenu are made on behalf of all thOie members. 

At you may recall Weatem Colorado was concemed about the economic impacU of this merger on our 
communities and on our regional industries Northwestem Coloradj had already lott over 700 jobs in the coal mining 
indi'-itiy before the merger, and area leaders were concemed that nimofed increasea in shipping rates would detPoy 
what remains of that industry in the region. Thai has not been the case, and coal continues to be shipped from that ama 
by UP whose rates remain competitive and whose service levels are still increasing. We ware also fearful becauae me 
ofthe lines onginally proposed for abandonirent by SP. south of Grand Junction, provides the only shipping vinW^ 
for coal ftom the Somerset and Paonia areu. Again, that fear haa rot been realize! and there is nc longv any Btt or 
abandonment in those communities. Union Pacific continues to be a positive player in those areas. 

The gr aiest concem m Colorado wu tetaied to the abandonment of Tennessee Pass We had expreaaed a 
fear that the vast quantity of construction supplies for this region formerly shipped over the Tennessee Pais line could 
result in an unaccepttble increase in truck traffic on Interstste 70 Tliat has definitely not tumed out to be trur In lact. 
the use of the Moffat line by BN-SF hu fesulted in greater competition and shipping on that line hu continued 
unatitied In fact the rapid expansion of BN-SF's presence in Grsnd Junction has been an exmanely positive outcome 
ofthe mergert. Numerous employeea Uid off by SP have been picked up by BN-SF and the community haa seen not 
only continued heavy train traffic, but also positive increases in the employment base. 

The fiihire potential of some of these rail corridors for passenger service remains a question, and we eontinue 
to wrk with Un.on Pacific officials on such issues «f mutual interest. The company hu lived up to lU eommtmeBU 
m Western Colorado and has become a positive force 'n this region. We now understand that becauK of PW»^ 
pressure from the State of TexM and others, STB is considering new oversight proceedings to deteimine if additional 
regulatory meuuree are needed in Texas and the Oulf Coast region. Sacb a decision would be much to the 
disadvantage of Colorado and other westem states, and we snongly urge STB not to do so. 


