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STATE OF LOUiSlA*NA 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
1939 Hickory Ave , 
Hara 

Suite 10 
7012? 

SHIRLLV 0. BOWLER 

District 78 
August 20, 1998 

Mr. Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW, Room 711 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

AUG 27 1998 

PubMell«eord 

RE: Houston/Gulf Coast Oversight Proceeding, Finance Docket #32760 (Sub # 26) 

De.̂ r Secretary Williams: 

Union Pacific made an enomious investment when it acquired Southem Pacific Railroad in 1995. It wa:.-
entirely appropriate for the Transportation Board to grant temporary access to the company's acquired 
properties as Union Pacific executed the transition. 

1 have been informed that Union Pacific, at this time, has completed their transition work in Texas, but the 
other railroads have pursued changing their temporary access to permanent access, nonetheless. 

While there are many factors you must weigh in reaching a decision on fhis matter, I sincerely request that 
you give the highest consideration to the following factors: Railroad transportation is a heavily regulated 
industry. The sale of Southem Pacific to Union Pacific was an approved transaction and a costly investment. 
Union Pacific's competitors were permitted access to UP's properties during the transition period to maintain 
acceptable levels of rail service. Temporary access does not create a pemianent privilege. 

In my humble opinion, it is important that government officials maintain the highest rega-d for private 
property rights which are as important to American life today as they were when our country was founded. I 
sincerely request that you do not sacrifice this basic American principle when you make your decision in this 
matier. 

Youi cision in this matter can affect the viability of rail commerce across the entire Gulf Coast. Thank you 
fo your consideration. 

Sincerely yours. 

Shirley D.lBowler 
State Representative 
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D E E D E E C D R P A D I N I 

M A V O M 

MeiF/.... 
O F T I C E D F T H C M A Y O R 

Honorable Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

August 14, 1998 

AUG 27 1998 

fî MIe Racord 

RE: Houston/Gulf Coast Oversight Proceeding 
Finance Docket No.32760 {Sub-No.26) 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

This letter \ i to express support for Union Pacific Railroad Company's position before the Surface 
Transportation Boâ d opposing the requests filed by several interests to impose additional UP/SP murstcr 
conditions in the Gulf Coast a-ca. There appears to be no basis to support additional conditioi:s from eitL<. 
a competitive or service standpoint. 

When the UP/SP merger was announced there were many in Utah that expressed concem that there n'ight 
be a loss of rail competition in the State with tbe loss of the SP as a competitor to UP. These concems 
were never realized. The BNSF was granted trackage rights and has been serving rail shippers in Utah on a 
regular and increasing basis. Utah Railway's trackage rights were also expanded as a condition of the 
UP/SP merger. Rail competition has not only survived since the UP/SP merger, but has flourished. In part 
as a result of UP's congestion problems arising in Texas, BNSF has made serious inroads into UP's market 
share in Utah and elsewhere. 

Requests that would further erode UP's traffic base and complicate its operation could seriously jeopardize 
its recovery efforts at the very time when recovery is complete in most key areas. Granting additional 
rights over UP's tracks could permanently damage rail competition, not only in Texas, but throughout the 
west, including Utah. Utah officials repeatedly stated during the merger th.;t it was absolutely essential to 
the interests of Utah shippers to have strong rai! competition in this State. The petitioners' efforts to have 
the STB impose additional merger conditions could result in a shift in that competitive balance that would 
be difficult for UP to overcome and leave it in a v. wakened condition, unable to perform the needed repairs 
and expansion of SP's infrastructure which had left the SP in a debilitated condition. It would bt bad 
policy to weaken UP at the time it is fighting back from its service problems. Competition and rail sci-'.'ice 
will be served best by ? strong UP that can make needed investments and compete effectively with BNSF. 

Please consider this letter in support of Union Pacific's position in your deliberations and deny the 
petitioners' requests for additional conditions. 

Deedee Corradini 
Mayor 
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