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Figure 5.1-4 Proposed Abandonment: Sage ~ Leadville, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.1-5 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - |eadville, Colorado. Location and Land Use.

Basc Map: USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangle: Wolcott, Colorado 1962 (Photorevised 1987)
160




fr——

X

a
(
—

1‘ y
o
L -
ﬁ = 8000~

\otipmonind

ey = = WO

3
}

-L.._«—-—~ —— 3

757;"’/

Photorevised 1987

(

USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangle: *Nolcott, Colorado 1962

Base Map

3
m
:
:
m
3
|
W
i




Figure 5.1-7 Proposed Abandonment: Sage — Leadville, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.1-8 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Laadville, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.1-13 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Leadville, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.1-15 Froposea A gonment: Sage - Leaavilie, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.1-17 Proposed Abandonment: Sage ~ Leadville, Colorado. Locatior and Land Use.
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Figure 5.1-18 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Leadville, Colorado. ! ocation and Land Use.
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Figure 5.1-19 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Leadville, Coiorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.2-4 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Laadvils, Coloraco. Wetland information.
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- Figure 5.2-5 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - | eadville, Colorado. Wetiand information.
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Figure £ 2.7 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Leadville, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.2-11 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Leadville, Colorado. Wetiand information,
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Figure 5.2-12 Proposad Abandonment: Sage - Leadville, Colorado. wetiand Information.
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Figure 5.2-14 Proposed Abandonment: Sage -~ Leadvile, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.2-15 Proposed Abanconment Sage ~ Leadvile, Colorado. Wetiand information.
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Figure 5.2-18 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - L eadville, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.2-17 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Leadvills, Colorado. Wetiand information.
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Figure 5.2-18 Proposed Abandonment: Sage - Leadvilie, Colorado. Wetland Inforr, ation.
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KEY FOR LAND USE FIGURES

URBAN OR BUILT-UP LAND

RE Residential

C Commercial and services

| Industrial

) Transportation, communi-
cations and utilities

I/C Industrial and commercial
complexes

MU  Mixed urban or built-up land

OU  Other urban or buiit-up land

AGRICULTURAL LAND

CP  Cropland and pasture

CH  Orchards, groves, vineyards,

nurseries, and ornamental
horticultural areas
CF  Confined feeding operations
CO  Other agricuitural land

WATER
WS Streams and canals
WL Lakes
WR Reservoirs
WB Bays and estuaries

WETLANDS

WE Forested wetlands, and/or
nonforested wetlands

RANGELAND

Rh  Herbaceous rangeland
Rsb  Shrub and brush rangeland
Rm  Mixed rangeland

FOREST LAND

FD  Deciduous forest land
FE  Evergreen forest land
FM  Mixed forest land

BARREN LAND

Bsf  Dry salt flats

Bb Beaches

Bs  Sandy areas other than
beaches

Br Bare exposed rocks

Bm  Strip mines, quarries, and
gravel pits

Bt Transitional areas

B Mixed barren land

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES

= Potentially Eligible Historic
Resource
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Figure 5.3-2 Proposed Abandonment: Malta - Caflon City, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.3-6 Proposed Abandonment: Malta - Caftor: City, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.3-9 Proposed Abandonment: Malta ~ Caflon City, Cokorado. Location and .and Use.
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Figure 5.3-10 Proposed Abandonment: Maita - Cafion City, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.3-11 Proposed Abandonment: Malta - Cafton City, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.3-13 Proposed Abandonment: Malta ~ Cafon City, ColoradoLoeanonandLandUs&
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Figure 5.3-14 PropwedAbatmsdem-CanmCity.Cuaado.Lomonww\dUse
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Figure 5.3-20 Proposed Abandonment: Maita — Cafton City, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.3-1 Propose. Abandonment: Malta - Cafion City, Colorado. Location and Land Use,
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Figure 5.4-3 Proposed Abandonment: Maita - Cafor: Gity, Colorade. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.4-5 Proposed Abandonment: Malta - Casion City, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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. Figure 5.4-8 Proposed Abandonment: Malta - Cafion City, Colorado. Wetland informatic .
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Figure 5.4-8 Proposed Abandonment: Malta - Cafon City, Colorado. Wettand Information.
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Figure 5.4-9 Proposed Abandonment: Makta - Cafton City, Colorado. Wetland information,
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I Figure 5.4-11 Proposed Abandonment: Maita - Carion City, Colorado. Wetiand Information.
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Figure 5.4-13 Proposed Abandonment: Malta - Cafton City Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.4-14 Proposed Abandopment: Maita - Cafion City, Colorado. Wetiand information.
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KEY FOR LAND USE FIGURES

URBAN OR BUILT-UP LAND

RE Residential

C Commercia! and services

| Industrial

T Transportation, communi-
cations and utilities
Industrial and commercial
complexes

MU  Mixed urban or built-up land

OU  Other urban or built-up land

AGRICULTURAL LAND

CP  Cropland and pasture

CH  Orchards, groves, vineyards,

nurseries, and ornamental
horticultural areas
CF  Confined feeding operations
CO  Other agricultural land

WATER
WS Streams and canals
WL Lakes
WR Reservoirs
WB Bays and estuaries

WETLANDS

WE Forested wetlands, and/or
nonforested wetlands

RANGELAND

Rh  Herbaceous rangeland
Rsb Shrub and brush rangeland
Rm  Mixed rangeland

FOREST LAND

FD Deciduous forest land
FE  Evergreen forest land
FM  Mixed forest land

BARREN LAND

Bsf Dry salt flats

Bb Beaches

Bs  Sandy areas other than
beactes

Br Bare exposed rocks

Bm  Strip mines, quarries, and
gravel pits

Bt Transitional areas

B Mixed barren land

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES

® F'otentiaily Eligible Historic
Resource
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Figure 5.5-1 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.

MATCHLINE 1

0
1] l@ 300 4000
[ — e — o — e—
Base Map: USGS /.5' Topographic Quadrangles: Stewart, Colorado 1868;
Towner, Colorado - Kansas 1968

260




Figure 5.5-2 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land tUse.
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Figure 5.5-5 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use
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Figure 5.58 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Loczticn and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-9 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use
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Figure 5.5-10 Proposed Abandonmeit: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.

=" MATCHLINE 9

% s’
Vo4
o

MATCHLINE 10
3

SCALE12400 E=mr—e=—————si——p——p e
1000 0 1000 2000 310 4000 7000 FEET
m- Lm_' T emm— ‘}_-— ﬁ e &*—E - '

Base Map: USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangle: Akali Lake, Colorado 1968

269

PRV




Figure 5§.5-11 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colc-ado. Location and Land Use.

e e Y
Ao R SR W Eee % Comd S amows
|

MATCHLINE 10

{

¢ 2 " -
4 e o MATCHLINE 11 2

SCALE 1:24000 @:&EW iz
1000 2000 300 4000 5000 6000

/ 0 ______lf-m -:7(113 FEET
I T

Base Map: USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangles: Eads, Colorado 1968;

Alkali Lake, Colorado 1968;
270




L \H\.« m

/b\ }:_.:s ‘/w

f
3»0.“&%..\-\.

6000

MATCHLINE 11
5000

e
(5g]
NE

tedipruny
spey

5

/

(€12v wa) =

spey |

o
x
i >
y b

Jy =t lﬂ» Ql.l.r — kb
i \ )/
stisjoy ¥ {1l { : ; Lal. F - ,

2 o _/ _. | .~ Tlv::oi:qu ; 2

\ /1 A
xR 1 .:\

T

| - ——— o ——
——

Base Map: USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangie: Eads, Colorado 1968

:
S
:
m
;
2
M
:
3
2
2

<®

oc2r  {ue]




Figure 5.5-13 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-14 Froposad Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-15 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-16 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure §.5-17 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. -cation and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-18 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-19 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-20 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-21 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Finance Docket No. 32760. VOL.UME 6. PART 4
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Figure 5.5-2 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location nd Land Use.
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Figure §.5-23 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junctien, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-24 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-25 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - MA Junctian, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5:26 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-27 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location anc Land Use.
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Figure 5.528 Proposed Abandonment: Towner -
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Figure 5.5-29 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-30 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5 3% “roposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junation, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-32 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-34 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 5.5-35 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Location and Land Use.
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“acid.”
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Figure 5.6-1 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-2 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-3 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Wetiand Informaticin.
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Figure 5.6-4 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-5 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-6 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-7 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-9 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland information.
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Figure 5.6-8 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure £ 5-10 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-11 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. We'iand Information.
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Figure 5.6-13 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-14 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-15 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland information.
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Figure 5.6-16 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Informafion.
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o Figure 5.8-17 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-18 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Juriction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-19 Prcposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-20 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-21 Proposec Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetlarid Information.
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Figure 5.6-22 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-23 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Jur_tion, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-24 Proposed Abandoniment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetiand Information.
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Figure 5.6-25 Proposed Abandonment: Towner -~ NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.8-26 Proposed Abandunment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Informaticn.
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Figure 5.6-27 Proposed Abandonment: Towner — NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-30 Proposed Abandonmant: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Fiyure 5.0-31 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.8-32 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. v. »tland Information.
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Figure 5.6-33 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-34 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-35 Proposed Abandonment: Towner ~ NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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Figure 5.6-36 Proposed Abandonment: Towner - NA Junction, Colorado. Wetland Information.
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6.0 ILLINOIS
6.1 BARR TC GIRARD
The Barr to Girard, Illinois rail line proposed for abandonment is 38.4 miles
long (Figures 6A and 6.1-1 to 6.1-12). Barr is located in Menard County, approximately
15 miles north of Springfield. Girard is located in Macoupin County, approximately 25
miles south of Springfield. The proposed abandonment is along a former CNW line that
serves as one of the UP routes between the Chicago area and St. Louis.
6.1.1 Proposed Action and No-action Alternative
6.1.1.1 Proposed Action
The proposed action would involve the abandonment of 38.4 miles of rail line
following procedures described in Section 2.0. This segment curreritly serves as a UP
route between Chicago and St. Louis. Local traffic in 1994 was 38 cars. Any through
traffic would be diverted to a superior rorth-south route that would operate over the

Chicago & lllinois Midland from Barr to Springfield. From that point, it would operate over

an SP line from Springfield to St. Louis.

6.1.1.2 No-acticn Alternative

If the merger is approved and implemented, it is anticipated that all overhead
traffic would be moved from this line to another UP/SP route whether or not the
abandonment is implemented.

6.1.2 Description of Existing Environment and Potential
Environmental Impacts of Proposed Action

6.1.2.1 Land Use
Information for existing land use conditions is presented in Table 6-1 and on
Figures 6.1-1 through 6.1-12. Potential land use impacts are listed in Table 6-1. No

significant land use impacts are expected.




6.1.2.2 Water Resources and Wetlands

Existing water resources and wetlands information is summarized in Table
6-2. NWI data along the Barr-Girard, lilinois abandonment were collected, as available.
Those data are shown on Figures 6.2-1 to 6.2-12. Significant impacts are not expected.

6.1.2.2 Biological Resources

Existing biologica! resources information and potential impacts are
summarized in Table 6-3. The prairie fringed orchid is known to exist in the region;
however, we have not determined that they are actually located along this line. Potentially
significant impacts to biological resources due to this proposed abandonment are not
expected.

If disturbance associated with salvage operations is restricted to the existing
ROW, the likelihood of signiiicant impacts to this species would be low; in most areas
along rail lines, ruderal and introduced species dominate the species composition.

6.1.2.4 Historic and Cultural Resources

This line was constructed as part of a line between Pekin, lllinois and Girard,
linois in 1814 by the St. Louis, Pra ‘ie & North Western Railway Company, subsequently
CNW, and in 1995, UP.

There are 26 bridges that are 50 years old or older: 10 steel bridges buiit
between 1912 and 1938: eight wooden bridges (1913, 1939, 1939); two 1923

steel/concrete bridges; and six bridges listed in the bridge book but not identified in the

field verification (UP, 1995). Based solely on age, these bridges are potentiaily eiigible

for the NRHP; however, UP currently has no other evidence that any such bridges meet
NRHP criteria. The lllinois SHPO has been contacted and has reques d that the project
lccation be delineated on a USGS quad map, and that photographs, the date of

construction, and location be provided for the bridges in order to complete its review




(Soulle, 1995). Further consuitation with the illinois SHPO is expected concerning

mitigation measures for bridges and structures if any are determined eligible.

Since salvage operations associated with abandonments usually cause little
disturbance to lands within or adjacent to the railroad ROW, impacts to archaeological
resources are not normally anticipated (ICC, 1976:6.36). Where significant ground
disturbance is necessary, impacts to archaeological resources may occur. An example of
this would be the ground disturbance associated with the removal of bridges. To date, no
evidence of archaeological resources has been discovered.

6.1.2.5 Safety

Hazardous waste sites, developed from the database search, are included
in Table 6-4.

6.1.2.5.1 Conditions of the Rail Segment

No recognized environmental conditions were identified on the Barr to Girard,

llinois rail segment based on the database review.
6.1.2.5.2 Conditions Adjacent to the Rail Segment

The database search indicated one CERCLIS, 12 SPL, 14 LUST, and two
SWLF sites potentially in the vicinity of the rail seginent. Information providad by VISTA
does not indicate that these sites have adversely affected the rail segment.

6.1.2.6 Transportation

This line is served by a train operating seven days a week between Madison
and South Pekin, Hliinois. Local traffic on the Barr to Girard line consists of 38 carioads per
year of plastic resin and fertilizer. It is expected that this traffic would be diverted to trucks
in the St. Louis area and shipped north via Interstate 55. This would resuit in
approximately 152 trucks per year additional traffic along State Route 104 and Interstate

55. This is not expected to be a significant impact to the highway system.




6.1.3 Potential Environmental Impacts of No-action Alternative
Under the no-action alternative, the overhead traffic on this segment would
be rerouted to another UP/SP line. As such, there would be no new potential adverse
environmental impacts.
6.2 DeCAMP TO EDWARDSVILLE
The DeCamp to Edwardsville, lllinois ra! line , ‘oposed for abandonment is
14.6 miles long (Figures 6B and 6.3-1 to 6.3-4). DeCamp is located in Madison County,
approximately 35 miles northeast of St. Louis. Edwardsville is located in Madison County,
approximately 20 miles northeast of St. Louis. The proposed abandonment is along a
former CNW line that serves St. Louis.
6.2.1 Proposed Action and No-action Alternative
9.2.1.1 Proposed Action
The proposed action involves the abandonment of 14.6 miles following
procedures described in Section 2.0. This segment currently serves St. Louis and handles

coal trains from Monterey, illinois. The coal trains would be interchanged to Norfolk

Southern at DeCamp, rather than at Edwardsville. There is no local traffic on the DeCamp

portion of this line.

6.2.1.2 No-action Alternative

If the merger is approved and implemented, it is anticipated that all overhead
traffic would be moved from this line to another UP/SP route whether or not the

abandonment is implementead.




6.2.2 Description o1 Existing Environment and Potential
Environmental Impacts ot Proposed Action

6.2.2.1 Land Use

Information for existing land use conditions is presented in Table 6-1 and on
Figures 6.3-1 through 6.3-4. Potential land use impacts are listed in Table 6-1. No
significant land use impacts are expected.

6.2.2.2 Water Resources and Wetiands

Existing water resources and wetlands information is summarized in Table
6.2. NWI data along the DeCamp-Eawardsville, Illinois abandonment were collected, as
available. Those data are shown on Figures 6.4-1 to 6.4-4. Significant impacts are not
expected. Any potential effects to water resources and wetlands could be minimized by
implementation of appropriate mitigation measures.

6.2.2.3 Biologica: Resources

Existing biological resources information and potential impacts are
summarized in Table 6-3. Rare, threatened, and endangered species potentially occurring
in the vicinity inciude eight species of plants (Table 6-3). The actual occurrence of these
plants along this line has not yet been discovered. Potentialiy significant impacts to
biological resources due to this proposed abandonment are not expected.

If disturbance associated with salvage operations is restricted to the existing
ROW, the likelihood of significant impacts to these species would be low; in most areas
along rail lines, ruderal and introduced species dominate the species composition.

6.2.2.4 Historic and Cultural Resources

This line was constructed between 1889 and 1890 by the Chicago, Peoria

& St. Louis Railroad, subsequently the Litchficld & Madison Railway, subsequertly the

CNW, and subsequently in 1995, the UP.




No bridges or structures were identified as being 50 years old or older in the
UP bridge reports (UP, 1995).
6.2.2.5 Safety
Hazardous waste sites, developed from the database search, are included
in Table 6-4.
6.2.2.5.1 Conditions of the Rail Segment
The CNW rail ine from DeCamp to Edwardsville, lllincis was identified to
have had a gasoline spill in 1987 at Mile Post 116.6.
6.2.2.5.2 Conditions Adjacent to the Rail Segment
The database search identified one CERCLIS, one ERNS, and four LUST
sites within the vicinity of the rail segment. None of the nearby sites are known to have
adversely affected the rail segment.
6.2.2.6 Transportation
This line is served by a train operating seven days a week between Madison
and South Pekin, lllinois. It also carries coal trains from the Monterrey mine. Since there
is no local traffic on the DeCamp to Edwardsville line, no rail to truck diversions wou'd
occur. Coal trains that currently use this route would be interchanged at DeCamp rather

than Edwardsville.

6.2.3 Potential Environmental iImpacts of No-action Alternative

Under the no-action alternative, the overhead traffic on this segment would
be rerouted to another SP/UP line. As such, there would be no new potential adverse
enviranmental impacis.

6.3 EDWARDSVILLE TO MADISON
The Edwardsviile to Madison, Illinois rail line proposed for abandonment is

15 miles (Figures 6C and 6.5-1 to 6.5-6). Edwardsville, lllinois is located in Madison




County, approximately 25 miles northeast of St. Louis. Madison, illinois is located in

Madison County within the St. Louis area. The proposed abandonment is along a UP line

that formerly was a CNW line.
6.3.1 Proposed Action and No-action Alternative

6.3.1.1 Proposed Action

The proposed a:tion would involve the abandonment of 15 miles of rail line
following procedures described in Section 2.0. This segment currently serves as a ro'ite
to St. Louis. Local traffic in 1994 was 26 passenger rail cars which cannot be readily
diverted to trucks.

6.3.1.2 No-action Alternative

if the merger is approved and implemented, it is anticipated that all overhead
traffic would be moved from this line to another UP/SP route whether or not the
abandonment is implemented.

6.3.2 Description of Existing Environment and Potential
Envircnmenial Impacts of Proposed Action

6.3.2.1 Land Use

Information tor axisting land use conditions is presented in Table 6-1 and on
Figures 6.5-1 through 6.5-6. Potential land use impacts are listed in Table 6-1. No
significant land use impacts are expected.

6.3.2.2 Water Resovrces and Wetlands

Existing water resources and wetlands information is summarize in Table
6-2. NWI data along the Edwardsville-Madison, lllinois abandonrnent were collected, as
available. Those data are shown on Figures 6.6-1 to 6.6-5. Significant impacts are not

expected.




6.3.2.3 Biological Resources

Existing biological resources information and potential impacts are

summarized in Table 6-3. Rare, threatened, and endangered species potentially occurring

in the vicinity include eight species of plants (Table 8-3). Tne actual occurrence of these
plants along this line has not yet been discovered. Potentially significant impacts to
biological resources due to this proposed abandonment are not expected.

If disturbance associated with salvage operations is restricted to the existing
ROW, the likelihood of significant impacts to these species would be low; in most areas
along rail lines, ruderal and introduced species dominate ‘ne species composition.

6.3.2.4 Historic and Cultu:al Resources

This line was constructed between 1889 and 1890 by the Chicago, Peoria
& St. Louis Railroad, subsequentiy the Litchfield & Marison Railway, subsequently the
CNW, and subsequently in 1895, the UP.

No bridges or structures were identified as being 50 years old or older in the
UP bridge reports (UP, 1€

6.3.2.5 Safety

Hazardous waste sites near the abandonment identified from the database
search are included in Table 6-4.

6.3.2.5.1 Conditions of the Rail Segment

No hazardous waste sites were identified on the Edwardsville to Madison,

lllinois rail segment based on the database revie v.
6.3.2.5.2 Conditions Adjacent io the Rail Segment

The database search indicated two CERCLIS, 14 ERNS, and one LUST
within 500 feet of the rail segment; and one CERCLIS, two RCRA TSD, 12 ERNS, seven
SPL, seven LUST and six SWLF sites are indicated within the vicinity of the rail. The
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Figure 6.6-1 Proposed Abandoninent: Edwardsville - Madison, Illinois. Wetland Information.
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Figure 6.6-2 Proposed Abandonment: Edwardsville - Madison, lllinois. Wetland Information.
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Figure 6.6-4 Proposed Abandonment: Edwardsville — Madison, lllinois. Wetland Information.
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7.0 KANSAS

7.1 HOPE TO BRIDGEPCORT

The Hop~ to Bridgeport, Kansas rail line proposed for abandonment is 31.2
miles long (Figures 7A and 7.1-1 to 7.1-10). Hope, Kansas is located in Dickinson County,
approximately 30 miles east of Salina. Bridgeport is located in Saline County,
approxima.ely 15 miles south of Salina. The proposed abandonment is along the UP line
from Heringion, Kansas to Bridgeport.

7.1.1 Proposed Action and No-action Alternative

7.1.1.1 Proposed Action

The proposed action would involve the abandonment of 31.2 miles of rail line
following procedures described in Section 2.0. This segment is a UP line used by SP for
through trafiic. Local traffic in 1994 was 167 cars. Overhead traffic would be diverted to
nearby, more efficient lines.

7.1.1.2 No-action Alternative

If the merger is approved and implemented, it is anticipated tha* all overhead

traffic would be moved from this line to another UP/SP route whether or not the
abandonment is implemented.

7.1.2 Description of Existing Environment and Potentiai
Environmental irapacts of Proposed Action

7.1.2.1 Land Use

Information for existing land use conditions is presented in Table 7-1 and on
Figures 7.1-1 through 7.1-10. Potential land use impacts are listed in Table 7-1. No
significant land use impacts are expected.

7.1.2.2 V/ater Resources and Wetlands

Existing water resources and wetlands information is summarized in Table

-

7-2. NWI data along the Hope-Bridgeport, Kansas 2handonment were collected, as
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available. Those data are shown on Figures 7.2-1 to 7.2-10. Significant impacts are not

expected.

7.1.2.3 Biological Resources

Existing biological resources information and potential impacts are
summarized in Tabie 7-3. Potentially significant impacts to biological resources due to this
proposed abandonment are not expected.

7.1.2.4 Historic and Culturai Resources

This line appears to have been originally constructed in two sections,
between Hope and MP 476.4 in 1886 by the Topeka, Salina & Western Railroad and from
Gypsum to Bridgeport, by the Council Grove, Smoky Valley Western Railway in 1887.

There are 26 bridges that are 50 years old or oider: 11 wooden bridges buiit
between 1919 and 1939; and 15 concrete/steel bridges built between 1931 and 1940 (UP,
1995). Based solely on age, these bridges may be potentially eligible for the NRHP;
however, UP currently has no other evidence that any such bridges iewt iviHP criteria.
The Kansas SHPO has been contact=, and has requested that the project location be
delinezted on a USGS quad map and that photographs, the date and type of construction,
and location be provided for the bridges in order to complete its review (Anyanwu, 1995).
There is one 1548 wooden bridge. Further consultation with the Kansas SHPO is
expected concerning mitigation measures for bridges and structures if any are determined
eligible.

Since saivage operations associated with abandonments usually cause little
disturbance to lands within or adjacent to the railroad ROW, impacts to archaeological
resources are not normally anticipated (ICC, 1976:6.36). Where significant ground
disturbance is necessary, impacts to archaeological resources could possibly occur. An

example of this would be the ground disturbance associated with the removal of bridges.




To date, however, no evidence of archaeological resources on this line has been
discovered.
7.1.2.5 Safety
Hazardous waste sites near the abandonment identified from the database
search are included in Table 7-4.
7.1.2.5.1 Conditions of the Rail Segment
No hazardous waste sies were identified on the Hoge to Bridgeport, Kansas
rail segment based on the available information.
7.1.2.5.2 Conditions Adjar.ent to the Rail Segment

The database search indicated five ERNS sites, four SPL sites, and one

SWLF site are reported to have been located within the vicinity of the rai! segment.

Information provided by VISTA does not indicate that these sites have adversely «ffected
the rail segment.

7.1.2.6 Transportation

This line is served three days a week eastbound and three days a week
westbZund by one local UP train and is also used as a through route for SP trains. The
Hope to Bridgeport line carried 167 cars of grain and fertilizer to and from four stations on
the line in 1984. The diversion of this traffic to truck woulid potentially result in an
additional 668 trucks per year on local highways. Alternative highway access is available
on St Route 4, which parallels the line. 1nis highway is adjacent to the line at Gypsum,
where the major shipper is located. North-south routes inciude US 135 at Bridgeport, SR
43 at Hope, and SR 15 near Dillon. Diversion of freight to trucks along this line would
have ro significant impact on local and regional highway networks. :

The use of this UP line by SP for through trains would become unnecessary

as a result of the merger, because traffic wouid be rerouted to another UP/SP line.




7.1.3 Potential Environmental Impacts of No-action Alternative
Under the no-action alternative, the overheaa traffic on this segment would
be rerouted to another UP/SP line. As such. there would be no new potential adverse
environmental impacts.
7.2 WHITEWATER TO NEWTON
The Newton to Whitewater, Kansas rail line proposed for abandonment is
nine miles long (Figures 78 and 7.3-1 to 7.3-4). Whitewater, Kansas is located in Butler

County, approximately 20 miles northeast of Wichita. Newton is located in Harvey County,

approximately 20 miles north of Wichita. The proposed abandonment is along the UP

McPherson Branch.
7.2.1 Proposed Action and No-action Alternative

7211 i’roposed Action

The proposed action would involve the abandonment of nine miles of rail line
following procedures described in Section 2.0. Currently, this line serves as the UP route
to McPherson. There is no local traffic. Following the merger, traffic would be diverted
onto the SF Tucumcari line.

7.2.1.2 No-action Alternative

If the merger is approved and implemented, it is anticipated that all overhead
traffic would be moved from this line to another UP/SP route whether or not the
abandonment is implemented.

7.2.2 Description ot Existing Environment and Potential
Environmental Impacts ot Proposed Axtion

7.2.2.1 Land Use
Information for existing i «nd use conditions is presented in Table 7-1 and on
Figures 7.3-1 through 7.3-4. Potential land use impacts are listed in Table 7-1. No

significant land use impacts are expe ted.
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7.2.2.2 Water Resources and Wetiands

Existing water resources and wetlands information is summarized in Table
7-2. NWI data along the Whitewater-Newton, Kansas abandonment were collected, as
available. Those data are shown on Figures 7.4-1 to 7.4-4. Significant impacts are not
expectad.

7.2.2.3 Biological Resources

Existing biological resources information and potential impacts are
summarized in Table 7-3. Potentially significant impacts to biological resources due to this
proposed abandonment are not expected.

7.2.2.4 Historic and Cultural Resources

This line was constructed in 1885 by the Ellsworth, McPherson, Newton &
Southwestern Railway, subsequently the MPRR. There are two wooden bridges (1939,
1940) that are 50 years old or older (UP, 1995). Based solely on age, these bridge are
potentially eligible for the NRHP; however, UP currently has no other evidence that any
such bridges meet NRHP criteria. The Kansas SHPO has been contacted, and has
requested that the project location be delineated on a USGS quad map and that
photographs, the date and type of construction, and location be provided for the bridges
in order to complete its review (Anyanwu, 1995).

The removal of bridges hat are eligible or potentially eligible for the NRHP
would be a potentially significant impact. Further consultation with the Kansas SHPO is
expected concerning mitigation measures for bridges and structures if any are determined
eligible.

Since salvage operations associated with abandonments usually cause little
disturbance to lands within or adjacent to the railroad ROW, impacts to archaeological
resources are not normally anticipated (ICC, 1976:6.36). Where significant ground

disturbance is necessary, impacts to archaeological resources could pcssibly occur. An
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example of this would be the ground disturbance associated with the removal of bridges.

To date, no evidence of archaeological resources on the line has been discovered.

7.2.2.5 Safety

Hazardous waste sites near the abandonment identified from the database
search are included in Table 7-4.

7.2.2.5.1 Conditions of the Rail Segment

No hazardous waste sites were identified on the Whitewater to Newton,

Kansas rail segment based on the database review.
7.2.2.5.2 Conditions Adjacent to the Rail Segment

The database search identified one SWL® site within 500 feet of the rail
segment; and three ERNS sites, one SPL site, and one SWLF site are reported to have
been located in the vicinity of the rail segment. Information provided by VISTA does not
indicate that these sites have adversely affected the rail segment.

7.2.2.6 Transportation

UP provides service on this line by trains operating between Wichita and
Newton via Whitewater. The line also carries trains between Kansas City and Wichita.
The Whitewater to Newton line carries no local traffic. The line provides UP its route to
McPherson, which would be served by the SP Tucumcari line after the merger. Therefore,
there are no adverse transportation impacts of the abandonment.

7.2.3 Fotential Environmental Impacts of No-action Alternative

Under the no-action alternative, the overhead traffic on this segment would

be rercuted to another UP/SF line. As such, there would be no new adverse

environmental impacts.




7.3 SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

To assist in assessing the potential environmental impacts of the proposed

UP/SP merger, Dames & Moore sent letters requesting information to various Federal,
state, and local agencies. In these letters, information was requested for the areas of: air
quality, noise, land usc. biological and water resources, historic and cultural resources,
transportation systems, energy, and public heaith and safety. Copies of all
correspondence received and telephone conversation notes reco:ded in response to the
requests for information are inciuded in Part 8 ot this Environmental Report.

There are two segments propcsed for abandonment in Kansas. For
abandonments in this state, the following agencies responded: Saline County Pilanning
and Zoning Depariment, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Kansas field office), City of
Buckliri, the Kansas State Historic Preservation Office, and the COE (Kansas City,
Missouri District).

A summary of comments received through October 30, 1995 is listed below.

The Pianning and Zoning Department of Saline County, Kansas reported

that they do not have species information or a listing of critical habitats within

five miles of the abandonment site. They stated that there are no parks or
refuges in the vicinity of the project. They also stated that they do not have
permitting/approval authority over the project

The Kansas Field Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stated that the

bald eagie could occur within the two abandonment project areas of Hope

to Bridgeport and Newton to Whitewater. They encouraged the UP/SP to
keep the right-of-way in a natural condition for the benefit of native wildlife,

plants, and the public and gave a contact for the "Rails to Trails” Program.




The City of Buckiin, Kansas does not know of any environmental problems,

but stated that a water well occurs on raiiroad property on the west end of
Bucklin.
The Kansas State Historic Preservation Office requested additional
information, including photographic prints of structures and bridges along tne
abandonments, and historical information about the roles and construction
dates of the abandonment segments.
The Kansas City District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory
Branch office sent a brochure that provided general information about
impacts to wetlands.
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TABLE 7-1

LAND USE INFORMATION ALO’G SEGMENTS
PROPCSED FOR ABANDONMENT IN KANSAS

LT
l EXISTING CONDITIONS l
—M
Structures Near Site Occurrence Within

Length in
Within 500 Urbanized Prime Coastal
Location Exminggnd Uses Feet Areas (Feet) | Farmland Zone o
SLIIITRET
Hope - Bridgeport Cropland and pasture, herbaceous 216 600 No No
rangeland, mixed urban or built-up
land, residential, streams and
canails
i Whitewater - Newton Cr%land and Eture 20 0 No No
I IMPACTS ¢
Commbh with SUrroundiE Land Uses l Loss of Prime Farmiand
Yes - Not significant No - Not significant
Whitewater - Newton Yas - Not ‘sigrniﬁcam No - Not smf:cant ]
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TABLE 7-2

WATER RESOURCES AND WETLANDS INFORMATION
ALONG SEGMENTS PROPOSED FOR ABANDONMENT IN KANSAS

Number Mg%tm Segment I

1 intercepted by the Adjacent to the
of Watar Resource ment

Hope-Bridgeoort Biue-line streams

IWhnewater-Newton Blue-line streams 13 3 l
1 ;
Type:
Biue-line streams = permanent and intermittent watercourses,
including creeks, streams, rivers, washes,
and sloughs

4.6




TABLE 7-3

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
ALONG SEGMENTS PROPOSED FOR ABANDONMENT IN KANSAS

EXISTING CONDITIONS:

Vegetation Types Known and Potential Critical Habitat | Parks, Forests,
Along and Adjacent Occurrence of Rare, Along the Refuges,
Segment to the Sagment Threatened and Segment Sanctuaries

Endangered Species Within 5 Miles
in the Region
Hope to Ruderal Sturgeon chub None Nane

Bridgeport + Bald eagle

Peregrine falcon
Whooping crane

« Topeka shiner
+ Bald eagle

» Peregrine faicon
. Whooplngﬁcrane &

—

Whitewater 1o « Ruderal
Newton »

| -
POTENTIAL IMPACTS TO:

Vegsiaion Types/ Rare, Threatened and Critical Habitat | Parks, Forests,
Sagment Wildlife Habitats Endangered Species Refuges,
Sanctuaries

S|

Hope to Not significant None
it Bridgeport

Whitewater to Not significant None
Newton

" The occurrence of other vegetation types has not been confirmed.




TABLE 7-4

HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE ISSUES ALONG
SEGMENTS PROPOSED FOR ABANDONMENT IN KANSAS

Fight-of-Way Issues ' Adjacent Issues (Within 500 Feet) Area Issues (Unmappable Sites

RCRA SPL/
COMMENTS | NPL| _TSD_| ERNS NPL |CERCLIS| TSD | ERNS | SWLF |1

Hope -

Bridgeport
Newton - None
Whitewater

" - Issues identified through VISTA database search.




KEY FOR LAND USE FIGURES

URBAN OR BUILT-U® LAND

RE Residential

C Commercial and services

i Industrial

T Transportation, communi-
cations and utilities

I/C industrial and commerciali
complexes

MU  Mixed urban or built-un land

OU  Other urban or built-up land

AGRICULTURAL LAND

CP  Cropland and pasture

CH  Orchards, groves, vineyards,

nurseries, and ornamental
horticultural areas
CF  Confined feeding operations
CO  Other agricultural land

WATER
WS Streams and canals
WL |lakes
WR Reservoirs
WEB Bays and estuaries

WETLANDS

WE Forested wetlands, and/or
nonforested wetlands

RANGELAND

Rh  Herbaceous rangeland
Rsb  Shrub and brush rangeland
Rm  Mixed rangeland

FOREST LAND

FD  Deciduous forest land
FE  Evergreen forest land
FM  Mixed forest land

BARREN LAND

Bsf Dry salt flats

Bb  Beaches

Bs  Sandy areas other than
beaches

Br Bare exposed rocks

Bm  Strip mines, quarries, and
gravel pits

Bt Transitional areas

B Mixed barren land

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES

L Potentially Eligible Historic
Resource




€O
. Vi

Ll

DICKINSON M

—

MP B

MARION [

Scale in Miies

0

&%

g
g
i
g
:
E
3
2
m
;
&
£

o\

o
P -
N

= T0 DENVER '}

\_S‘
‘V(




Figure 7.1-1 Proposed Abandonment: Hope -- Bridgeport, Kansas. Location and Land Use.

~.

Y / ) v

/

-

4
]

+

-
<

b GrovelFit

h

MiSSOQURI

e )

Base Map: USGS 7.5 Topograghic Quadrangle: Hope, Kansas 1964 (Fhotorevised 1 985)
421




:
:
:
:
:
5
=
¢
S
g
<
2
£
3
s
£

uQLQ:.m(,ﬁ__
o g lrn

£y -
i/,

J

°

2

s, —— —— — — —r ——

A i e S i

«/\E}&\

(Y

-

&

ol

|

N
~
B

RTrsmTEgaswdSEE R g

..

- zl—.llrvlvlll .ucl‘..l.

¢10

CHLINE 2

« Y MAT,

{Photorevised 1985);

Base Map: USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangle: Fimo, Kansas 1964

422

Hope, Kansas 1964 (Photorevised 1$85)




Figure 7.1-3 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Location and Land Use.

SCALE 1:24000

CES e

1000 ) 5000 6000 7000 FEET
e A— — -

Base Map: USGS 7.5' Topographic Quadrangle” Cartion, Kansas 1964 {Photorevised 1985);
Elmo, Kansas 1964 (Photorevised 17 15)

424




Figure 7.1-5 Proposed Abandonment: Hope — Bridgeport, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 7.1-7 Proposed Abandonment: Hope ~ Bridgeport, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 7.1-8 Proposed Abandonment: Hope ~ Bridgeport, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 7.1-9 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Location and Land Use.

MATCHLINE 9

408

Wheeler Sch| ™

SCALE 1:24000
/‘ \‘,
oA\

MATCHLINE 8

oo e

E":—_' '—EEL**::E—::_:EE;ET'E:L—:T:Z':;“—:; ===y —":.-:ET:
1000 o 0 1000 __-_ia:,:. _‘__3-'.::0 —‘\m‘-‘_—‘ﬁ\m ixjm _____LOO" FEET
Base Map: USGS 7.5' Tapographic Quadrangle: Assana, Kansas 1955 (Photorevised 1978);
Lindsborg SE, Kansas 1965 (Photbrevisad 1979)

429




-

|
)

, )
b - Lo 09 NOSHIHL OW

P GRESe . " e "o s . w— o Snaranan Ao

TR0, ANIIVS

, Kansas 1955 (Photorevised 1978);

toravised 1973)

f/
o \ 3odadpragy
I { \ {

Lindsborg SE, Kansas 1965 (Pho

| E0ET W8

Base Map: USGS 7.5' Topagraphic Quadrangle: Assania

@
3
2
s
©
K
s
g
:
b 4
§
g
&
i
§
£
£
o
2
[
2
2
g
o.
S
e iz
&'y
LS

MAT

)

|
_,
i

<z

{

60 /i

,,

_
|
|
~
|
|
|
|
m
~

SCALE 1:24000




NWI LEGEND

E — ESTUARINE
i
r !

1 —~ SUBTIDAL 2 — INTERTIDAL
A A

h——

T i T . f T T R \J

T v
US — UNCONSOLIDATED AB — AQUATIC BED RF — REEF  OW — OPEN WATER, AS - AQUATIC BED RF — REEF  $8 — STREAMBED RS - ROCRY  US ~ UNCONSOLIDATED &M — EMERGENT S — SCAUS.SHAUS FO — FORESTED
#0TTOM Undnown Bottem SHORE SHORE 3

Gravel )} Bodrock

! Cobbie Grovel Algel 1 Aigal 2 Molivac 12

Cobisle 1
2Seng 3 ‘loou- Vescoler 3 Woem Sand ; Sene 2 N
3 Mug 4 Flosling Vescular 4 Floating Vascuier Mg Mud 2 Needhe Laaved
4 Organc § Undnown Submeypore § Undnown Submergent Orgamc 4 Organce Dec:
8 Undbnewn Surfece 6 Untnown Surfece 2 3 Biosd Lasved

d 1 Fernmtont 1 me 1 ;r::tlu-vc

Y Evergrean

L — LLCUSTRINE
FEt

[
1 — LUIMNETIC
il

o 4 T T ey

OW — OPEN WATER/ BB — ROCK ve US — UNCONSOUIDATED €M — EMERGENT ~ OPEN WaATER
Urdnown Bottom B80TTOM 80 SHORE . otmn?-f‘zon‘.«:

T
U8 - UNCONSOUIDATED
80TTOM

Fq
%
A

) Bedrock
2 Rubble

obdia-Greved 1 Cotbie-Grave! 2 Nonpernstent
Sena 2 Send
Mod 3 Miud
Organc Organe
Vegeiaind

1 Cobole Gravel
2Sana

3 Musd

4 Organve

fi
it

1
0
2
.

T
i
i

MODIFIERS

In order 10 more describe any 0Ne or More of the water regime. weler chemisiry.
$0i. o wpecial machiliers mey be 2ophad 2t the class or lower tevel " the heavarchy The larmed modier “ady #lso be sophed 1o ihe ecological syntem

WATER REGIME WATER CHEMISTRY SO SPECIAL MODIFIERS

Non-Tidal! Tidat ity inland Saiinity pH Modifiers for
Tomporacdy Floaded H Parmanently Flonded K Astticially Flooded *S Temporsry Trdel 7 Hypersaiing all Frash Water @ Orgenuc b Beaver h Daads ndea
Satursted 4 ltecmitteniiy Fiooded L Subtidel ‘R Sessons! Tids! whahne 8 Eusaine ” Mg gt & Pactiatiy Ovewned/Onchod + Andiciat ubstrate
Seasonsily Flooded K Andiciatty Flooded M irraguiarly Exposed 'Y S Tidei Brackian) 9 Misosahne ® Acw ! Foimed s Sport

Sessonsity Siooded.’ Wi mittentty N Regularly Flooded  *V  Parmansn. el 0 Fresh Corcumneuir st « Eachvered

Weil Deained Floodad / Tempor ary P lreguisrly Flooded U Untnown + Alhshne
Seasonely Flooded’ Y Seturaied/ Semper menan /

Satunated Seasonat .

S iy Floodad 2 irn “These weter regimes a2s oniy used n

Intermitienily € xposed (wmo-'-um hdaily infiyenced freshwater sysieme
U Undnown

Instructions for using the legend:

The NWI Inventory uses a hierarchy of alphabetical and numerical symbols to indicate wetland
characteristics. The following example illustrates how the hierarchy works. For a hypothetical wetland
type indicated as “L2AB3a" begin by finding the system type indicated by the first symbol; that is, “L"
indicates “Lacustrine.” The next symbol “2" indicates that the system type is “Littoral.” The symbois
“AB” indicate that the class is “Aquatic Bed." The symbol “3” indicates that the subclass is “Rooted
Vascular.” The last symbol “a" is explained in the Modifiers part of the system; the modifier indicates
“acid."




NWI! LEGEND

SYSTEM M — MARINE

e — ..--,_L___.__..__.__.__,._.._, — —

2 — INTERTIDAL

i
T T } oy

RF — REEF RS — ROCKY SMORE US — UNCONSOL DATED
SHORE

SUBSYSTEM 1 — SUATIDAL

e —— v— "'——"'T’ R Sol o R T T

CLAS: A8 ROCK UB - UNCONSO IDAYED AB  AQUATIC BED RS REEF OW  OPEN WATER  AE - AQUATIC BED
8OTTOM 80TTOM Unknown Botrom

Subciass ) Bedrock ! Coddie Graves 1 Aige | Corat 1 Aigei | Cormt 1 Bedrock 1 Zotdle Grevi
2 Rubble 2 Send 3 Rooted Vascular I Worm 3 Rooved Vasculer 3 Worm 2 Rutibie 1 Sena
3 Mua § Unknown S Undnown Submergent 3 Mug

4 Organie Submecgem 4 Orgens

SYSTEM R — RIVERINE

e — . . ssnammsasaeadenm e —

[ — —————

o ! L
SUBSYSTEM 1 — TiDAL 2 — LOWER PERENNIAL 3 — UPPER PERENNIAL 4 — INTERMITTENT

-
5 — UNKNOWN PERENNIAL

CLASS R8  ROCK UB  UNCONSOLIDATED °SB STREAMBED AB  AQUATIC BED RS ROCKY US  UNCONSOLIDATED TUEM - EMERGENT OW — OPEN walER/
SHORE Urdngwn Botiom

801TOM 8CTTOM SHMORE

Subciass 1 Bedrock | Cobble Grave! 1 Bedrock 1 Algat ) Boorocs ! Cottie Gravel 7 Nonpersistent
2 Rubbie 2 Sand 2 Rubbdle 2 Aquatic Moss 2 Rubbie 2 Sena
3 Mug 3 Cobbie Gravei 3 Footed Vasculer 3 Moo
4 Organee 4 Sand 4 Flosting Vascuise 4 Ovgeance
5 Muag S Unknown Submergens 5 Vegeisied
& Orgenc 6§ Unknown Surlece
7 Vegeiated

*STT T AMBED i hnied 10 TIDAL and INTERMITTENT SUBSYSTE MS. and comprses the onty CLASS in the INTERMITTENT SUBSYS TEM
"TEMEAGENT 8 imiind 1o TIDAL and LOWER PERENNIAL SUBSYSTEMS

SYSTEM P — PALUSTRINE

Nt T Y -

| e T - Y
CLASS A8 - ROCK UB - UNCONSOULIDATED AR - AQUATIC BED US - UNCONSOULIDATED M - MOSS €M~ EMERGENT FO —~ FORESTED Ow — OPEN WATER/
SHORE Ursh rowen Botrom

8OTTOM B8OTTOM LICHEN

o)

Subclass | Bedrock ! Cobbie Gravel 1 Aigal 1 Cobbie Gravel ' Moas ! Porsesion 1 8ro0d Lsoved
2 Rubbie 2 Sena 2 Aquanic Moss < Sang 2 Lichen 2 Nonpersisient Owi Guonss Oactuous
3 Mya 3 Rooted Vascuiar 3 Mud 2 Nosdla | savert
4 Organsc 4 Fiosting Vascutar 4 Organc
5 Untnown % Vegelateg
Submergen:
6 Unknown Surtace

instructions for using the legend:

The NWI Inventory uses a hierarchy of aiphabetical and numerical symbols to indicate wetiand
characteristics. The following example iflustrates how the hierarchy works. For a hypothetical wetland
type indicated as “{2A83a" begin by finding the system type indicated by the first symbol; that is, “L"
indicates “Lacustrine.” The next symbol “2” indicates that the system type is “Littoral.” The symbols
“AB" indicate that the class is “Aquatic Bed.” The symboi “3" indicates that the subclass is “Rooted
Vascular.” The last symbol “a” is explained in the Madifiers part of the system; the modifier indicates

“acid.”




Figure 7.2-1 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.2-2 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland information.
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Figure 7.2-3 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.2-4 Proposed Abandonment: Hope ~ Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetiand Information.
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Figure 7.2-5 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.2-6 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.2.7 Proposed Abandonment: Hope ~ Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.2-8 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.2-9 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.2-10 Proposed Abandonment: Hope - Bridgeport, Kansas. Wetiand Information.
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KEY FOR LAND USE FIGURES

URBAN OR BUILT-UP LAND

RE
C

I

T

MU
ou

Residential

Commercial and services
Industrial

Transportation, communi-
cations and utilities
Industrial and commercial
complexes

Mixed urban or built-up land
Other urban or built-up land

AGRICULTURAL LAND

CP
CH

CF
CcO

WATER

WS
WL
WR
WB

Cropland and pasture
Orchards, groves, vineyards,
nurseries, and ornamental
horticultural areas

Confined feeding operations
Other agricultural land

Streams and canals
Lakes

Reservoirs

Bays and estuaries

WETLANDS

WE

Forested wetlands, and/or
nonforested wetlands

RANGELAND

Rh  Herbaceous rangeland
Rsb  Shrub and brush rangeland
Rm  Mixed rangeland

FOREST LAND

FD  Deciduous forest land
FE  Evergreen forest land
FM  Mixed forest land

BARREN LAND

Bsf Dry salt flats

Bb  Beaches

Bs  Sandy areas other than
beaches

Br Bare exposed rocks

Bm  Strip mines, quarries, and
gravel pits

Bt Transitional areas

B Mixed barren land

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL
RESOURCES

@ Potentially Eligible Historic
Resource




Figure 7B Overview of Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater - Newton, Kansas
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Figure 7.3-1 Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater — Newton, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 7.3-2 Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater ~ Newton, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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Figura 7.3-3 Propcsed Abandonment: Whitewater - Newton, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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Figure 7.3-4 Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater ~ Newton, Kansas. Location and Land Use.
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SYSTEM

SUBSYSTEM

CLASS

Subciass

SYSTEM

SUBSYSTEM
CLASS

Subclass

SYSTEM

CLASS

Subciass

NWI LEGEND

M — MARINE

e S - e ——————————————————

1 — SUBTIDAL

iy
2 — INTERTIDAL
A

N T - r T T

OW OPEN WA TER AB AQUATIC BED
Unknown Botrom

D LS AN ! USRS o)

8 ROCK UB - UNCONSOLIDATED AB
8OTTIOM 80TTOM

AQUATIC BED AF  REFEF

1 Bedrock
2 Rubtie

| Coral
I Worm

1 A
3 Rootea Vasculer
5 Unknown Swomergent

| Corat
3 Worm

1 Algal

3 Rooted Vescular

5 Unknown
Subraergent

1 Cobble Gravei
2 Sand

3 Mya

4 Organic

1 Badrock
2 Rubble

R — RIVERINE

AR

RF — REEF RS - ROCKY SHORE US — UNCONSOLIDATED
SHORE

1 Cobbie Grave!
2 Sand

3 Mya

4 Organe

—. c~. ———— e —

+

4 — INTERMITTENT

i
3 — UPPER PERENNIAL

UMCOMNSOLIDATED
SHORE

S —— T terme——

PERENNIAL

AB

[r— —

1 — TIDAL
L]}

2 — LOWER

STREAMBED RS ROCKY us

SHOAE

UNCONSOLIDATED S8 AQUATIC BED

80TTOM

ROCk
807110Mm

ua

| Cobbie Gravel 2 Nonpersistent
2 Sana

3 Mug

4 Orga.ic

5 Vegaisiad

) Ber %

| Aigat
2 Rubtie

2 Aquenic Moss

3 Rooted Vascular

4 Flosting Vasculsr

S Unknown Submergent
8§ Untnown Surtace

! Bedrock

2 Rubble

3 Cobbie Gravel
4 Sand

5 Mud

6 Organic

7 Vegaiaing

! Tubble Gravel
2 Sand

3 Mud

4 Organic

1 Bedrock
2 Rubble

“STREAMBED a imiied to TIDAL and iN TEAMITTENT SUBSYSTEMS and comprises the only CLASS i the INTERMITTENT SUBSYS TEM

“TEMERGENT 13 imued 10 /DAL and L OWER PERENNIAL SUBSYSTEMS

P — PALUSTRINE

4

TUEM — EMERGENT

-
5 — UNKNOWK PERENNIAL

OW — OPEN WATER/
Urnown Borom

A DRI At ¢ O s T T T
US - UMCONSOLIDATED ML — MOSS €M - EMERGENT  SS — SCRUS-SHRUB
SHORE LICHEN

1 Moss
2 Lchen

E
AB — AQUATIC BED

f 3

RB -- ROCKX UB — UNCONSOUIDATED
BOTTOM 80TTOM

| Broed Leaved
Decwuous

2 Neodie Lasved
Dwcsduovs

3 Broad Lesved
Evorgroen

4 Needie Lesved
Evergroen

5 Deod

6 Oecrdvous

7 Evergreen

| Parsstany
2 Nonper sisient

1 Cobbie Grave!
2 Sand

3 Mua

4 Organc

S Vegetate

| Cobbie Grave!
2 Sand

3 Mug

4 Organic

1 Algat

2 Aguastic Moss

3 Rooted Vascular

4 Flosting Vescular

S Unknown
Sudbmergen:

8 Unknown Surtace

1 Bedre &
7 Ryt

Instructions for using the legend:

y of alphabetical and numerical symbois to indichis «stiand
y works. For a hypothetic , ' wetiand
type indicat-d as “L.2AB3a" begin by finding the system type indicated by the first symbol; that is, *."

The NWI inventory uses a hierarch
characteristics. The following example illustrates how the hierarch

indicates that the system type is
indicates that the subclass is “Ro

indicates “Lacustrine.” The next symbol “2”
“AB” indicate that the class is “Aquatic Bed.” The symbol “3"
Vascular." The last symbo! “a"
“acid.”

) 1

FO — FORESTED OW — OPEN WATER/
Undrowrs Bortom

1 Brosd-Lowved
Decsduous

2 Neadis-Leavsd
Decdusous

3 Broed-Leaved
Evergroen

< Nowdie Levved
Evergreen
Deeg

6 Docrdvous

T Evargroen

“Littora! " Tne symbols

oted

is explained in the Modifiers part of the system; the modifier indicates




NWI LEGEND

E — ESTUARINE
r A =
1 — SUBTIDAL 2 — INTERTIDAL
A 4

R i T T T r T T

Y T T T
RS - A0Cx U8 — UNCONSOLIDATED A8 — AQUATIC BED RF — REEF QW — OPEN WA TER/ AB — AQUATIC 86D RF — MEEF 50 — STREAMBED RS — ROCKY uS§ — UNCONSOLIDATED €M — EMERGENT  §§ SCRUS.SHALS FO — FORESTED
BOITOM BOTTOM Unknown Boriom SHORE SHORE :

T \l

| Badeoack 1 Cobbis Gravel 1 Aigal 2 Moltuse 1 Algel 2 Moklusc C -Grovei 1 Bedrock 1 Cobble-Gravel 1 Pornistan 1 Broed-Leaved 1 Brond-Lesved
2 Rubbie 2 Send 3 Rooted Vooculer 3 Worm 3 Rooted Vescuiar 3 Worm Seng 2 Rubbie 2 Sand 1 Morperuistens Oeciduous
3 Mud 4 Fiosnng Vasculer 4 Floating Vascular Mug 3 Mg 2 Maedie Lesved 2 Newdie Leaved
4 Qvgan 8 Undvown § s gont § Uninown Submergent Crganwc € Qegane 3 Dee; "
& Undnown Surfece & Unhnown Swince 2 Bioed-Lesves 3 8:0ad Leavea
Evargraen

4 - Losved
von

b Dm

8 Decrduous

7 Evecgreen

LACUSTRINE
A

| "y
1 - LIMNETIC 2 — LUITTORAL
A A

r T T T T Dsace |

L
UR — UNCONSOLIDATED OW — OPEN WAIER/ US — UNCONSOLIDATED AS - AQUATIC RS — ROCKY US — UNCONSOUIDATED  §M EMERGENT W — OPEN WATER/
8CTTOM Unksown Poltom BSOTTOM eE0 SHORE SHORE » . Umno:f- lonu:

Cobbie Gravel 1 Cobdie- Greved 1 Badrock - 2 Nonger
Seno 2 Send e Moss 2 Autbie —
Mug 3 Mue Veaculer

Orcganc 4 Orgenic Veacuise

)
2
3
4
Surtace

MODIFIERS

in 07der 10 more adeqg describe 577 v L One o more of the water f8gme. water chamisiry,
800l o speciel moditiacs May be applied ot the class or lowet lavel n the Neavarchy The (armed moddier “iay sino be epplied 10 ihe ocoiogical 3 piem

WATER REGIME WATER CHEMISTRY i SPECIAL MODIFIERS

Non-Tidal Tidei Coastal Halinity  Inland S.“nl.(v pH Modifiers for

Tempar ar ity Flooded M Permsnuntly Flooded K Actiticialty Flooded *S Tamporary Tidet  Hyperhaine 7 Myperssing all Fresh Water NG ® Beever N Dded/Impoundea

Saturmed : :uﬂumm«\;" Fiooded :‘ Subidal . ': Se. Cuhahca 8 Eusatine v @ Partislly Drained/Dached « Arvbiciat Subsirate
Wicinily Fioodea lrregularly Eaposed * Flimahakne i Farmed Soed

Soesonaity Fiooded W inter 5, o . :

v

¥

ohn ® Acd
N Regulerty Flooded 8$mh t Cweumnautrat « Encovaled
Well (v enad frooed /T nmoo sy P tregularty Flood st + Alighing
Sessoneity ¥ looded/ Serurated/ Sampermenent /
Setwated
s Fioodes

Seesonal
o v b
Intermtently € posed

7 by “Thase water regimes are only used in
Exposed /Pormanen: Lidatly nituences ireshwater systams
U Untnown

Instructions for using the legend:

The NWI Inventory uses a hierarchy of alphabetical and numerical symbols to indicate wetland
characteristics. The following example illustrates how the hierarchy works. For a hypothetical wetiand
type indicated as “L2AB3a" begin by finding the system type indicated by the first symbol; that is, “L"
indicates “Lacustrine.” The next symbol “2” indicates that the system type is “Littoral.” The symbois
“AB" indicate that the class is “Aguatic Bed.” The symbol “3" indicates that the subclass is “Rooted
Vascular.” The last symbol “a” is explaniad in the Modifiers part of the system; the modifier indicates
“acid.”




Figure 7.4-1 Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater - Newton, Kansas. Wetland Information
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Figure 7.4-2 Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater ~ Newton, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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Figure 7.4-3 Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater - Newton, Kansas. Wetiand Information.
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Figure 7.44 Proposed Abandonment: Whitewater — Newton, Kansas. Wetland Information.
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8.0 LOUISIANA
8.1 IOWA JCT. TO MANCHESTER
The lowa Jct. to Manchester, Louisiana rail line proposed for abandonment

is 8.5 miles long (Figures 8A and 8.1-1 to 8.1-3). lowa Jct. and Manchaster are both

located in Calcasieu Parish, within 15 miles of Lake Charles. The proposed abandonment

is along the UP Lake Charles Subdivision.
8.1.1 Proposed Action and No-action Alternative

8.1.1.1 Proposed Action

The proposed action would involve the abandonment of 8.5 miles of rail line
following procedures described in Section 2.0. This segment currently serves as UP
access to Lake Charles which would be reached after the merger via an adjacent SP line.
Local traffic is limited to approximately two cars per year.

8.1.1.2 No-action Alternative

If the merger is approved and implemented, it is anticipated that all overhead
traffic would be moved from this line to another UP/SP route whether or nat the
abandonment is implemented.

8.1.2 Description of Existing Environment and Potential
Environmental Impacts of Proposed Action

8.1.2.1 Land Use

Information for existing land use conditions is presented in Table 8-1 and on
Figures 8.1-1 through 8.1-3. Potential land use impacts are iisted in Table 8-1. No
significant land use impacts are expected.

8.1.2.2 Water Resources and Wetlands

Existing water resources and wetlands information is summarized in Table

8-2. NWI data along the lowa Jct.-Manchester, Louisiana abandonment were collected,




as available. Those data are shown on Figures 8.2-1 to 8.2-3. Significant impacts are not

expected.

8.1.2.3 Biological Resources

Existing biological resources information and potential impacts are
summarized in Table 8-3. Potentially significant impacts to biological resources due to this
prcposed abandonment are not expected.

8.1.2.4 Historic and Cultural Resources

This line was constructed in 1892 by the Kansas City, Watkins & Gulf
Railway, subsequently the Missouri Pacific Raiiroad. There are two wooden bridges
(1929) that are 50 years old or older (UP, 1995). Based solely on age, these bridges may
be potentially eligible for the NRHP: however, UP currently has no other evidence that any
such bridges meet NRHP criteria. The Louisiana SHPO has been contacted, and has
requested that the project location be delineated on a USGS quad map, and that
photographs, the date and type of construction, and location be provided for the bridges
in order to complete its review (Barrow, 1995).

The removal of bridges or structures that are eligible or potentially eligible
for the NRHP would be a potentially significant impact. Further consultation with the
Louisiana SHPO is expected concerning mitigation measures for bridges and structures
of any are determined eligibie.

Since salvage operations associated with abandonments usually cause little
disturbance to lands within or adjacent to the railroad ROW, impacts to archaeological
resources are not normally anticipated (ICC, 1976:6.36). Where significant ground
disturbance is necessary, impacts to archaeological resources could possibly occur. An
example of this would be the ground disturbance associated with the removal of bridges.
To date, however, no evidence of archaeological iesources on the iine has been

discovered.




8.1.2.5 Safety

Hazardous waste sites near the abandonment identified from the database
search are included in Table 8-4.

8.1.2.5.1 Conditions of the Rail Segment

No hazardous waste sites were identified on the lowa Jct. to Manchester,

Louisiana rail segment based on the available information.
8.1.2.5.2 Conditions Adjacent to the Rail Segmant

The database search indicated one CERCLIS, one RCRA TSD, one SWLF,
and one LUST site potentially in the vicinity of the rail segment. Information provided by
VISTA does not indicate that the sites have adversely affected the rail segment.

8.1.2.6 Transportation

This line is served by tri-weekly local trains between Alexandria and Lake
Charles and Lake Charles and Alexandria. The only local traffic on the lowa Jct. to
Manchester line is two carloads of grass seed annually. The diversion of this traffic to
truck could result in an additional eight trucks per year on local highways. Alternative
transportation appears to be available via a paralle! street to US 90 near lowa Jct.
Diversion of two carloads on an annual basis would have negligible impacts on the local
or regional transportation system.

8.1.3 Potentia! Environmental Impacts of No-action Alternative

Under the no-action alternative, any overhead traffic on this segment would
be rerouted to another UP/SP line. As such, there would be no new adverse
en\ironmental impacts.
8.2 SUMMARY OF COMMENTS

To assist in assessing the potential environmental impacts of the proposed

UP/SP merger, Dames & Moore sent letters requesting information to various Federal,




state, and local agencies. In these letters, information was requested for the areas of: air
quality, noise, land use, biological and water resources, historic and cultural resources,
transportation systems, energy, and public health and safety. Copies of all
correspondence received and telephone conversation notes recorded in response to the
requests for information are included in an appendix in Part 6 of this Environmental Report.

There is one segment proposed for abandonment in Louisiana. Agencies
from which comments were received included the Louisiana Department of Natural
Resources (Coastal Management Division). A summary of the comments received through
October 30, 1995 follows.

. The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Managerment
Division, Baton Rouge office stated that Lake Charles to lowa Jct. line was
found to be outside of the Louisiana Coastal Zone; therefore a Coastal Use
Permit is not required.
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