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Most importantly, unlike MRL, neither has 

ir.y experience operating a mountain r a i l r o a d . 

Approval of the MRL responsive application 

would be m the public i n t e r e s t and meets the c r i t e r i a 

established from imposing merger conditions. T.he MRL 

proposal has been on the table subject to public 

scrutiny sine- the beginning of these proceed:ngs. I t 

demonstrates that Acquisition Compam- would be a 

vigorous competitor for the combined U.' for central 

c o r r i d o r t r a f f i c . I t would preserve competition 

between vituminous and sub-vituminous coals and avoid 

the abandonment of more than 400 miles of r a i l i i . - e . 

The MRL proposal addresses every 

competitive issue i n the central c o r r i d o r . I t takes 

v i r t u a l l y nothing away from the merger. MRL has gone 

so f a r as to be - v i l l i n g to grant overhead trackage 

r i g h t s both to BNSF and UP/SP i n the event that those 

ra i l r o a d s need those corridors f o r overhead t r a f f i c . 

MRL submitted i t s responsive applicat-: c i 

at the request of several shipper groups and 

in d i v i d u a l shippers located i n the central c o n i d o r . 

Western Shippers C o a l i t i o n , Kansas Grain and Feed 
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