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2, UP/SP shall dispose of all materials that cannot be reused in accordance with 
state and local solid waste management regulations. 

3, UP/SP shall restore any adjacent properties that are disturbed during right-of-
way salvaging activities to pre-salvaging conditions, 

4, Before undertaking any salvage activities, UP/SP shall consult with any 
potenfiaily affected Amencan Indian Tribes, 

Water Resources 

1, UP/SP shall use appropriate technologies, such as silt screens to minimize soil 
erosion dunng salvaging UP/SP shall disturb the smallest area possible around 
streams and tributanes and shall revegetate disturbed areas immediately 
following salvage operations. 

2, UP/SP shall assure that all culverts are clear from debris to avoid potenfiai 
flooding and stream flow alteration, in accordance with Federal, state and local 
regulations 

3, UP/SP shall obtain all necessary Federal, state, and local permits if salvaging 
activities require the alteration of wetlands, ponds, lakes, streams, or rivers, or 
if these activities would cause soil or other materials to wash into these water 
resources. ' F'SP shall use appropnate techniques to minimize impacts to water 
bodies and wetlands, such as positioning salvaging equipment on barges, 
matting, or skids. 

Biological Resources 

1. To further assess the potential occurrence of the five threatened and 
endangered species of plants and animals, UP/SP shall coordinate with USFWS 
and the Colorado Department of National Resources to determine if surveys in 
areas of potential disturbance due to salvage activities are needed and shall 
conduct any such surveys during an appropnate time of the year. 

Historic and Cultural Resources 

1. UP/SP shall retain their interest in and take no steps to alter the SP (D&RGW) 
mainline (and structures) and the Hanging Bndge and the Royal Gorge War 
Revetments until the Section 106 process ofthe National Histonc Preservafion 
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Act (16 USC 4700, as amended, has been completed. 

2. If previously unknown archaeological remains are found during salvage' 
operations, UP/SP shall cease work in the arei ^nd immediately contact the 
Coiorado SHPO, 

Safety 

UP/SP shall consult with U.S EPA Region VIII prior to conducting any salvage 
activity for the entire line, UP/SP, in consultation with EPA shall develop a Risk 
Assessment and Remediation Plan, Also, UP/SP shall advise SEA of the results 
of its consultations and provide SEA with a copy cf the EPA-approved mitigafion 
plans 

Transportation 

UP/SP shall use appropriate signs and barricades to control traffic disruptions 
during abandonment activities at and near grade crossings 

2. UP/SP shall restore roads disturbed dunng abandonment acfivities to their 

original condifion. 

Air Quality 

1. UP/SP shall comply with all applicable Federal, state, and local regulations 
regarding the control of fugitive dust. Fugitive dust emissions created dunng 
salvage operations shall be minimized by using such control methods as water 
spraying, installation of wind barriers and chemical treatment dunng salvaging. 

Noise 

UP/SP shall contr temporary noise from construction equipment through the 
use of work hour controls and maintenance of muffle' systems on machinery. 
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4.3 Towner to NA Junction 

Docket No AB-3 (Sub-No 130) - Abandonment by UP 

Docket No, AB-8 (Sub-No, 38) - Discontinuance of Service by DRGW 

4.3.1 Proposed Action 

The proposed merger includes the abandonment of a 122 4-mile UP rail line segment 

between Towner and North Avondale (NA) Junction, from MP 747 0 to 869 4 (see Figure 4-3) and 

discontinuance of ser.'ce ovf-r the same line by DRGW Towner is located in Kiowa County, 

approximately 135 miles east of Pueblo NA Junction is located in Pueblo County, approximately 

25 miles east of Pueblo, The proposed abandonment segment is part of the UP iine between 

Pueblo and Henngton, Kansas, Following the merger, through traffic currently using this line would 

be diverted to a more efff;...nt east-west line. 

Generally, on the line proposed for abandonment, UP/SP would remove the rails, ties, ballast, 

buildings, ancillary equipment (i.e., communications, signals), and grade crossings. Depending on 

the proposed adaptive reuse of the right-of-way, the bridges may or may not be removed. Most 

salvage and removal activities would occur within the existing right-of-way. The right-of-way would 

then be available, depending on the condition of the title held by the railroad, for conversion to 

alternative uses such as recreation, linear public utility transmission local transportation corridor, 

expansion of adjacent uses, or in some instances, a combination of some or all of the above, 

4.3.2 Alternative Action Considered 

Alternatives to the proposed abandonment action include: (1) discontinuance of service with 

no abandonment; (2) continued operations by another earner: and (3) the no action alternative (i.e., 

denial of the abandonment) Under each of these alternatives there would be no significant impact 

to the environment. 

4.3.3 Existing Environment 

Land Use 

Land uses along most of this 122-n.ile long segment include a mixture of rangelands, 

croplands, and pasture. Over 45 percent of the land adjacent to the rail line is used for agncultural 

purposes, pnm.arily for cattle production and grazing Although the line extends through prime 

farmland, agricultural uses of the land have not been adversely affected by histoncal rail 

operations. The other predominant land use (comprising over 40 percent ofthe total) along the rail 

line IS a mixture of rangelands: herbaceous, shrub and brush, and mixed. Although a number of 

small communities exist along the rail line, including Shendan Lake, Brandon. Haswell, Eads, 
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