


Hazardous .Materials Transportation Fund 

Section 4905 83, Revised Code, authorizes the PUCO to assess civil forteitures against motor 
camers and shippers ofhazardous matenals who violate Ohio's hazardous malerials 
transportation regulations Under Ohio lavv. the first $800,000 of civil forfeitures collected 
annually by the Commission is credited lo the hazardous matenals transportation fijnd That 
money is used to fund emergency response planmng. safety and enforcement training, as well as 
leaming the proper techniques and procedures for management ofhazardous material releases 
and/or incidents Ohio law provides that 50% ofthe ftind ($400,000) be disiributed to Cleveland 
State University for use in its hazardous malerials education program The remainder ofthe ftmd 
is to be distributed annually by the PUCO through its hazardous material traimng grant program 

Hazardous Material Training (irant Prttgram 

The PUCO has been providing fijnding for hazardous material training programs throughout Ohio 
for 10 years During lhat time, almost $4 million has been made available fbr training purposes 
through the program The training fund enables applicants to applv for grant funding based upon 
operational needs and affords a wide range of educational and training options Grant recipients 
have included a wide vanety of organi/ations and govemmental entities ranging from The Ohio 
State University to local volunteer fire departments (irants have been u.sed to offset the planning 
or training costs of projects ranging from a research studv of radioactive waste routing risks 
within Ohio to a basic awareness course for volunteer fire departments 

1 he University of Findlay has been offenng hazardous material training fbr a number of vears and 
has been the recipient ofa number of PUCO grants to support thtise training opportunities The 
Environmental Resource T raining Center (FRTC) at the University of Findlav blends classroom 
lectures with hands-on expenence fbr pnvalc industry , local, state and federal offtcials The 
FiRTC has provided such training since 1*>89, at the univer.sitv or at the client's location 
ERTC olfers more than 165 workshops and has trained in excess of 35,000 individuals 

.At the time the Conrail sale was proposed, thc PUCO initiated discussions with the Univt^rsity of 
Findlay aimed al augmenting its nationally recognized training programs with rail car emergency 
response training As a result ofthese discussions, the Pl KO rcHrently awarded a grant of almost 
$300,000 to the University of Findlay to develop and off'er emergency response rail training as a 
fbllow-up to existing response training The grant includes funds for curriculum development in 
addition to the development ofa flexible course schedule to accommtxiate volunteer fire fighters 
and other unpaid responders The trainmg will be comparable to courses offered by the 
Association of American Railroads at its T ransportation Technology Center in Pueblo, Colorado 
Initial course offerings have been developed and workshops have been scneduled 

The PUCO initiated similar discussions with Cleveland State University As set forth above, 50% 
of the hazardous materials transportation fund ($400,000) is distributed to Cleveland State 
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University (CSU) annually The Center for Hazmat Education at CSU is housed in the 
L niversity's Division of Continuing Education, and it offers comprehensive training to both pubhc 
and pnvate emergency responders The Center ofters basic, advanced, specialized and custom 
designed training throughout Ohio Since 1984, CSL has designed, developed and off'ered more 
than 40 different ccirses to more than 36,000 Ohio emergency responders CSU has also 
expanded its oft'erings in response to the changing pattems ofhazardous material transportation 
occasioned by thc Conrail sale Rail response training courses, including "Operations Response to 
Rail Incidents" and "Tank Car Recognition and Emergency Response " courses have recently been 
developed by CSL' and will be offered beginning in 2000 

Dunng the pa,st year, thc PUCO has made a concerted effort to reach out to political subdivisions 
that will see a significant increase m hazardous material rail traffte as a result of the Conrail sale to 
remind t' ie local govemmeiits of the funds available for hazmat incident response and other 
training The PUCO mailed grant information to all paid and volunteer fire departments, 
emergency management agencies and Local Emergency Planning Committees in areas most 
affected by the acquisition The message noted the potential increase in rail trafTic and 
encouraged those agencies to evaluate their training needs and their preparedness relative to 
hazardous matenal incident response As a result of those efforts, 13 grants have thus far been 
awarded by the Commission to provide for the rail training needs of impacted areas 

While most substantive and technical regulation of ha/ardous materials shipments arc areas of 
federal jurLsdiction, the state agencies have undertaken efforts to address potential safely concems 
posed bv the Conrail merger and recommend that the legislature support and fb.ster thc prcgress 
ofthe agencies to date in providing engineenng, inspection and emergency response training 
services 

The ()F!M .A survey of the 87 Local Flmergencv Planning Committees which is summarized in 
l-Ahibits "C" and "D " herein confirms lhal more training efforts are needed Many OEM.A survey 
respondents cited the need for more extensive outreach efforts 

E) CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDA I IONS 

T he safety concems resulting from increased train traffic include not only a potential increase in 
the transportation ofhazardous materials, but also an increase in the number of public crossings 
being blocked by a train In the event ofan incident, the response unit with the jurisdiction, 
training and equipment lo handle the siluation, will be delayed at a blocked grade crossing or 
prevenied from responding altogether In most cas«.s. mutual aid pacts and good communication 
will solve this problem However, where there exists a disparity between the size and resources 
of responders on 'he opposite side of the crossing, mutual aid may bc an inadequate as.surancc for 
the community 



The responses to the OEMA survey higWighted lhat much still needs to be done in terms of 
training and mutual aid agreements fhe survey results showed that there are not always mutual 
aid agreements in place Further, survev respondents noted that it was not alwavs clear vvhen an 
existing mutual aid pact should bc put into action di-. to uncertaintv as to which crossings mighl 
bc blocked 

The Agencies believe that the General Assemblv should consider the recommendations set forth 
below 

1) Expand cunent training and capability of lesponders in the areas impact ed by increased 
traffic by increasing the ftinding support for the training programs offered by Cleveland 
Star university and the Universiry of Findlay. 

2) foster a partnership among Cleveland Slate University, the University of Findlay and the 
State Fire Marshal to better utilize existing training facilities and resources in the state 
so as to provide convenient and eftective training for local respond'.nts 

3) Evaluate the appropnate level of inspection oversight and stafTing levels to insure 
effective regulation of hazmat shipments as volumes increase in coming year s 

4) Require railroads to provide hazmat inform;ition and hazmat flow studies to impacted 
Local Emergency Planning Committees and counties on a periodic basis and fund planning 
exercises in high risk communities 

5) Require railroads to provide thc response matenal required for responding to incidents 
from both sides of frequently blocked crossings so as to equalize response capabilities 

6) Insure cooperation of 911 or other emergency centers lo notify' appropriate rcsptmse 
agencies from both sides of a blocked cros.sing 

7) Require jurisdictions on bolh sides of rail Iracks to develop mutual aid agreements 
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Exhibit " A " 

FiP ^/o Rail Development Commission 
.so West Broad Sirfci. Suite I5I(i • Columbus, Ohio • 614 644 0?06 phone • M4 728 4520 fan 

GRADE SEPARATION STUDY SURVEY 

1. Does your comniunity have active rail lines'' If so, please identify vvhich 
railroatis have a presence in your community'. 

2. Has the rail activity tticreascd over the pa.st tvvo (2) \ ears? 

3. Does your cotnnv.niity anticipate futute increases in rail activity? If so, please 
identifv the factors tliat will contribute to this increase. 

4. 1 low niauN grade crossings are in your coinnmnity: 

5. Are there any highway/rail grade sepaiation: in your cotninunity'.' Ifso, 
please identify the location. 

6. Do you think your community needs a highw ay/rail grade separation? If so, 
vvhere do you think it should bc located? 

7. Please list your name, title, and telephone number. 

Than'; you for your time. Please retum this completed suiA-ey in the enclosed pre-
addressed envelope and submit no later than August 20, 1999. 

Building Markets, Linking C ities and Securing Ohio's Future 



T O I A l . ( i R A D i ; .SKI'VK A H O N H F O l KSHS 

tt - . 
3 . ounlv 

Tra ins 
tt - . 
3 . ounlv 

C i i i 1 l iul iway I t l i i i l i lK i i t i on Kui i ro i i f l IV r Diiy AJlI 
.t: ^dams 
JB 

Scott Twp Mt Zion Road / f R 49B f^S 6 10 .t: ^dams 
JB Scott Twp Tranquility P i k e / C R 14A NS 6 270 

Scott Twp, Silcott Road / TR 239 NS 6 40 

b j Al ien Bluffton 
Delphos 

Al len-Hancock Rd /CR15 
Washington St 

NS 
CSX 

2 910 

Lima Bellefontaine Ave /SR309/117 I&O 6 16,610 

Ashtabula Ashtabula Columbus Avenut) CSX SO 1730 

Ashtabula State Road / SR 84 NS 2 0 380 

Ashtat)ula West Avenue NS 2 0 8000 

Conneaut Parrish Road NS 2 0 2590 

Conneaut Parrish Road CSX 5 0 2590 

Geneva Austin Road CSX SO 4180 

North Kmgsvil le SR 193 CSX SO 2070 

Athens Lee Twp Sawmil l Road / TR 16 NS 4 20 

Auglaize Cridersvil le 
Wapakoneta 

High Street CSX 

csx 
Belmont Powhatan Point Taylor/Front (SR 148)/Water Streets NS 1 or 0 or 5 2460 or 2150 or 1910 

York Township S P . & SR 148 NS 0 1590 

Butler Fairfielff Muhlhauser Road CSX 3 0 12,390 

Fairfield Symnies Road CSX 3 0 12,510 

Fairf ield Symmes Road NS 
Oxford CSX 

Oxford Township High Street / Conteras Road CSX 4 8283 

St Clair Twp, NS 
Clark Springtield Burnett Road NS 16 14,790 

Clinton Wilmington Romboch Avenue CSX 

Columbiana Columbiana 
Lootonia 
Washington Twp 

Pittsburgh Street 

White Culvert 

NS 
NS 
NS 

6 8 2281 

Crawfort I Bucyrus Beal Ave or Southern Ave NS 28 or 60 713 or 5516 

t ' l i . i t t ie ld 1 owi is l i ip Cr. iwIoriJ/Sei ieca Co Line Road - CR 14 NS 28 211 

Cuyahocja tk.'dlord all 6 locations 

Burea Bagley Road CSX 9 10,950 

Beron Front Street CSX S 4930 

Berea Ffont Stroet NS 3 3 10,834 

Cleveland London Road NS 2 0 5310 

Clevel. ind Nott ingham/Di l le Road NS 2 0 15,430 

Lut^lid Cha idon Road NS 2 0 4770 

Euclid Dille Road NS 2 0 15,430 

Garf ield Heights McCracken Road WE 0 4120 

Lakewood West 117th Stroet NS 2 0 17,788 

Middleburg Heights East Bagley Road CSX 3 27,730 
Olmsted Falls Columbia Road / SR 252 CSX 12 7240 

Solon (IF NEORAIL) Harper Road NS 0 12,270 



Solon (IF NEORAIL) 
Solon (IF NEORAIL) 
Westlake 

Darke Union City 
Versailles 
Jackson Twp, 

Defiance Defiance 
Defiance 
Defiance 
Delaware Twp, 
Delaware Twp 
Delaware Twp. 

Delaware Delaware 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Powell 
Orange Twp, 
Troy Twp, 

Erie Sandusky 
Sandusky 
Vermilion 
Vermilion 
Vertnilion 
Vermilion 
Verinilion 
Berlin Twp 
Huron Tw|) 
Margaretta Twp 
Milan Twp 
Ox.'ord Twp, 
Verniilion Twp, 
Veriiiiliun Twp 
Voiinilion Twp 
Vermilion twp 

Fairfield Violet Iwp 
Violet Iwp 

rrmkl in Worthington 
Pleasant Twp. 

Fulton Archbold 
Geiman Twp, 
York Iwp 

Hamilton Blue Ash (It rail) 
Giendaie 
Lockland 
Sharonville 
St f jt.'tnard 
Sycamore Twp (It rail) 

Liberty Road 
Solon Road 

Division Street 
Grand Avenue 

SR281 
SR 15 / Ottawa Avenue 
Deatrick Street 
US i;4 
US 127 
Bend Road 
London Road 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
West Williams Street 
Home Road 

East Oranne Road / Powell Road 
TR ' ^^ /Hiilsmiller Rd or CR 7/Troy Rd 
US 6 (Venice Road) 
SR 101 
US 60 
Ada.ns Street 
Sunnyside Road 
Higti Biidye Road 
Vermilion Road 
Sn 61 (ti Ceylon Road 
Ryt) Beach Ro.id 
Bocjarl Road /CR 10 
Strecker Road /CR 15 
Patten Tract Road 
Joppa Road / CR 140 
Joppa Road 
Cyoeii F^oad 
Coen Road / fR 147 
Diley Road 0 SR 33 
CR 18/Hi l l Roao 

Harrisburg Pike 0 SR 665 

all 7 ctossinys 
TR 10 
Glendale-Milfortl F^oad 
Sharon Avenue 
Wyoniing Avenue 
Crescentville Road 
Vino & Spring Grove 

NS 
NS 
NS 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
csx 
CSX 
csx 
CSX 
NS/CSX 
CSX 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
WE 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
I&O 
I&O 

CSX 
NS 
NS 
CSX 
I&O 
CSX 
CSX 
NS 

I&O 

0 
0 

45 

504^ 
504-
SOf 
SOf 
50+ 
17 
17 
17 
18 

12 or 28 
17 Both 

14 
6 
24 
92 
92 

92 
92 
92 
6 
6 
24 
24 
92 
92 
24 
4 
4 

92 

30 
30 
26 

3580 
8190 

850 

10,120 
4460 
8434 
3090 
845 
7470 
6680 
9060 
2370 

400 or 3194 
630 or 900 

4400 
5950 
7729 
1083 
661 

3102 
8530 
2270 
3900 
170 
540 
270 
300 
430 
420 
700 
1270 

3090 

1245 

12,496 
5116 

6780 (18,000) 



Hancock 

Hardin 

Huron 

Lake 

Lawrence 
Logan 
Lorain 

Lucas 

Madison 
Mahoning 

Marion 

Wyoming 
Findlay 
Findlay 
Allen Twp, 
Washington Twp, 
Ada 
Dunkirk 
Mt Victory 
Hale Twp, 
Bellevue 
Green vich 
New London 
Norwich Twp, 
Richmond Twp, 
Ripley Twp, 
Mentor 
Mentor 
Mentor 
Painesville 
Willoughby 
Willowick 
South Point 
Lake Twp, 
Amherst 
Avon 
Avon Lake 
Gratton 
LaGrange 
North Ridgeville 
North Ridgeville 
Roctiester 
Wellington 
Wellington Twp 
Columtiia Iwp 
LaGrantje T wp 
Oregon 
Oregon 
Oregon 
Monclova Twp 
Swanton Iwp, 
Loiulon 
C.unptiel! 
Lowellville 
Struthois 
Sl iu lhe is 
Caledonia 
Marion 

Wyoming Avenue 
East Melrose 
Eas; Bigelow 
TR 229 

Main Street/SR 235 

SR 269 
US 224 
Euclid Road/TR 193 
Section Line 30 
Section Line 30 
TR 52 / Old State Road 
Heisley Road 
Heisley Road 
Hopkins Road 
Liberty Street or Chestnut 
Erie Road/Lost Nation Road 

all 3 crossings 
SR 68 
Crosse Road or Cooper Road 
SR 83 
Avon-Belden Road/SR 83 
Elm Street 
TR 166-Wheeler Rd or Whitehead Rd 
SR 83 
Race Road 
SR 511 

T45/Peck Wadsworth Rd or T44-Hawley 

CR 48 - Whitehead Road 
Wynn Road 
Corduroy Road 
Pickle Road 
CR 95 - Monclova Road 
SR 295 o. Mallex Avo/CR Line Rd 

Rt 289/Wilson Avt;nuo 
Third Street 
SR 616 
Stale Street 
Higti Street 
SR 309 - Kenton Avenue 

CSX 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
NS 
CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
csx 
csx 
csx 
NS 

csx 
NS 
NS 

NS 
CSX 
NS 
NS 
NS 
CSX 
CSX 
NS 
NS 
CSX 
CSX 

Rd CSX 
CSX 
CSX 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 
NS 

CSX 
NS 
NS 
CSX 
CSX 

30 
12 
12 

6 

50 
24 
24 
31 
31 
30 
16 
20 
16 
20 
20 

20 
92 
92 
92 
50+ 

50+ both 
92 
92 
9 

50+ 
501 fxith 

501 
50 • 
16 
40 

31 
16 

20 

5116 
2340 
6100 

6310 

4132 
7894 

890 
830 
300 
4990 
6300 
8850 
7580 
8570 

5230 
156 

10,484 
10,484 
1050 

160 or 270 
9889 
1477 
1070 

80 or 140 

270 
4350 
3514 

2943 

1376 
10,640 

1460 


