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T H E H O M E R C . G O D F R E Y C O . 
1360 CENTRAL AVE . BRIDGE. ORT, CONN 06610 

YOUR CENTRAL WASONRV SUPPLY HEADQUARTERS 

April 1997 

Vernon A. Williams 
Secretary 

Surlace 1 ransportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20423 

VFiRIFIfnSTATFMfiNT 

RE: Proposed CSX/NS/Conrail Transaction 
STB Fina ice Docket No. 33388 

Deal Secretaiy Williams: 

I am writing to otter my company's strong support tor the proposed Joint acquisition ofConrail b\ CSX and 
NS and to urge the Board t - approve it promptly. We bci.exe that Ihe proposed transaction uoi ik i be n our 
best interests, as well as in the interest ofour customers because it vvould produce betier serv ice. belter 
equipment utilization, and more competitive rates. With the enhanced CSX and NS systems, we e.\pcct 
more eftieient. reliable service Wc also expect that with the increased number of singlc-iine destinaiiuns. 
vve will be better able to penetrate new .iiui more distant markets 

The proposed transaction would increase rail business for the combined system that would be good for all of 
the shippers who .ely on rail. Further, trucks dominate the nation s freight maAets. especially in t l : ; Last. 
Fiecause the new systems would create greater efficiency, it vvould lead to more freight traffic on the rails 
diverted from truck promoting more long term capital investment and ensuring that rail serv ice vvo.iid ^rovv 
into the luluie. 

In conclusion, ue suppon the application ofConrai l . CSX and NS and request that the Board move as 
expeditiously as possible to assure approval. We feel this is the best way to improve serv ice. enhance 
e*ti' encv and promote the growth of ra i l traffic in the East. 

I. Martha I,. MacDonald. declare under penalty of perjury that the foregomg is true and correct and that 1 am 
qualilied and authun/ed tl) lile this ver;ned statement, fxecuted this dav of / s i ' ' 
1997. ' " n ' 

Martha L. MacDonald 
The Homer C, Godfrey Co. 
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THE HOMER LAUGHLIN CHINA CO. 
ESTABLISHED 1871 

NEWELL. W.VA 26050-1299 

TEL: 304/387-1300 
FAX. 304/387-0593 

May 1997 

Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20 .̂''3 

VERIFIED STATEMENT 

?E Proposed CSX/NS/Conrail Transaction 
STB Finance Docket No. 33388 

Dear Secretary WiUiams 

I am writing to offer my company's strong support for the proposed joint acquisition of Conrail 
by CSX and NS and to urge the Board to approve it promptly We believe that the proposed 
transaction would be in our best interests, as well as 'n the interest of our customers because it 
would produce better service, better equipment utilization, and more competitive rates. With the 
enhanced CSX and NS systems, we expect more efficient, reliable service We also expect that 
with the increased number of single-line destinations, we will be better able to penetrate new and 
more distant markets. 

The proposed transaction would increase rail business for the combined system that would be 
good for all of the shippers who rely on rail Further, trucks dominate the nation's freight 
markets, especially in the East Because the new systems would create greater efficiency, it 
would lead to more freight traffic on the rails diverted from truck promoting more long term 
capital investment and ensuring that rail service would grow into the ftjture 

In conclusion, we support the application of Conrail, CSX and NS and request that the Board 
move as expeditiously as possible to assure approval We feel this is the best way to improve 
service, enhance efficiency and promote the growth of rail traffic in the East 

I, Joseph Wells III, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that 
I am oualifkd find authorized to file this verified statement Executed this day of 

Sseph M Veils III 
Executive Vice President ' ^ 5 6 8 
The Homer Laughlin China Co 



Office: 43' V KromeAvf ue • Homesteai, Ploriaa33031^ • Telephone: (305) 247-7522 

Service Center: 303 Parttwqy > Tel^fbone: (305) 247-8447 • fax: (305) 247-8446 

May 8, 1997 

Mr. Vernon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
12th and Constitution Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Re: STB Finance Docket No. 33388, CSX Corporation and CSX 
Transportation Inc.; 
Northern Southern Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway 
Corporation -- Control and 
Operating Lease/Agreements -- Conrail Inc. and Consolidated Rail 
Corporation. 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

My name is Dave Browning, from Homestead Gas in Homestead, 
Florida. I am a rail customer and have been following the story about 
the CSX, Norfo.k Southern, and Conrail situation with interest. I 
understand that your Surface Transportation Board has the final say 
on this deal. I'm writing to endorse the acquisition. I think you have 
the opportunity to make a big difference in the way companies like 
mine ship their freight. 

My dealings with the railroad are as follows. We are in the aerosol 
business, and have been for 64 years. I'm the vice president, and like 
a lot of executives am very interested in growth opportunities for 
my company. 

That's why I'm supporting this acquisition. The train system now 
just fioesn't reach out to all the markets it could. There are too many 
obstacles to direct shipping and routing. It's easier for some 
companies to just say 'forget it' and maintain the status quo, or 
stick to trucking. But there's no reason why we shouldn't be able to 
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use the railroads to expand our reach in the marketplace. My reading 
of this acquisition proposal Is that it would take care of much of 
this problem, opening up domestic and international markets for 
those who are interested. 

We are CSX customers. They ship about 20 rail cars per year for us. 
They do a good job, but like anybody else in the business world I'd 
like to see more competition. The current system is not nearly 
competitive enough, especially when you consider Conrail's lock on 
its area. 

I appreciate you taking the time to read this letter. I hope that you 
and the Surface Transportation Board will vote for competition, 
(.xpanded opportunity, and this acquisition. 

I, Dave Browning, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 
is true and correct. Further, I certify that I am qualified and 
authorized to file this verified statement. 
Executed this Eighth day of May, 1997. 

Sincerely, 

Dave Browning 
Homestead Gas 
305 Parkway Drive 
Homestead, FL 
33030 
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Hoosier Wood Preservers, Inc. 
36015 W. Famsworth Avenue 

Indianapolis. Indiana 46241-5310 

Phone (317) 247-6206 • Fax (317) 241-7712 
Midwest WATS (800) 762-4075 

PKSSUKETnAIEDWOOO 

May 23, 1997 

Mr Vemon A Williams 
Scrface Transportation Board 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street N W 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Wae support the approval of the transaction by which CSX ana Norfolk 
Southern will acquire control of Conrail, and then divide the assets and 
trackage of Conrail in the manner which has been described to me There 
is a distinct need for two competing railroads in the Northeast which own 
their own track and facilities. As m the case when only one compan/ is 
able to operate in a particular market, service suffers and the price is 
non-competitive While there may have been an histoncal reason for 
insulating northeastwern railroading from competition that time is past 
and it IS time for customers interested in this market to have service by 
more than one rail carrier From what I understand of railroad operations, 
two cairiers of relatively equal size and scope provide the greatest 
opportunities for seamless service and efficiency 

We believe that the approval of t h ' joint application of NS and CSX * j 
acquire Conrail should be appr"- /ed by the STB 

I Michael Hamather declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 
IS true and correct Further, I certify that I am qualified and authonzed to 
fil9 this statement. 

Executed on May 23 1997 

Sincerely, 

Michael J Hamather 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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OOVER 

RANSPORTJmON 
SERVICESJNC. 

VERIFIED STATEMENT OF 
HOOVER TRANSPORTATION SERVICES, INC. 

FINANCE DOCKET NO. 33388 

Mr. Vernon A. V.'illiams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
STB Finance Docket No. 3 3 388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

My name i s Tim Frye, Sr. and I am Regional 
Operations Manager f o r Hoover Transportation Services, Inc. located 
at 3500-B N. Graham Street, Charlotte, N.C. 28206. Hoover 
Transportation Services, l u c . i s a motor carrier/drayinan that 
operates out ot the Norfolk Southern Intermodal f a c i l i t i e s i n 
Charlotte, NC; Charleston, SC; and Savannah, GA. 

Based upon our experience i n providing the services 
described above and working w i t h various r a i l r o a d s , we would l i k e 
to express our support c l Norfolk Jouthern and CSX i n t h e i r e f f o r t s 
to acquire Conrail, s-.d then d i v i d e the Conrail system. There i s 
need f o r competition i n the t e r r i t o r y served by Conrail, and f o r 
two competing r a i l r o a d s i n the Northeast which own t h e i r own track 
and f a c i l i t i e s . For too long, customers which ship or receive 
product i n t o and out of the Northeast have had the service of only 
one r a i l c a r r i e r . And as i s the case when only one company i s able 
to operate i n a p a r t i c u l a r market, service suffers and the p r i c e i s 
non-compet i t ive. While ti-r̂'-'» may have been an h i s t o r i c a l reason f c r 
i n s u l a t i n g northeastern r a i l r o a d i n g from competition, that time i s 
past, and i t i s time f o r customers interested i n t h i s market to 
have service by more tiian one r a i l c a r r i e r which owns i t s 
f a c i l i t i e s . And the r a i l c a r r i e r s which w i l l compete i n the 
Northeast should not be j u s t any r a i l c a r r i e r s . They must be 
c a r r i e r s which are of comparable size and scope, and provide a 
competitive service. 

P.O. BOX 140, REYNOLDSBURG. OHIO 43068 1614)868-0577 • 1-800-227-1367 • FAX 1-800-229-2923 
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OOVER 

RANSPORTATIOISl 
SERVICES, INC. 

Growth in the intermodal industry w . ̂  benefit 
my company. Providing r a i l competition in the Northeast, 
particularly from two competitors which have strong r a i l systems in 
the Southeast, should promote the growth of intermodal t r a f f i c , 
which in turn w i l l enhance my business as a supplier to the 
intermodal industry. NS's capital investment in i t s intermodal 
f a c i l i t i e s and servirje are well known in che industry, as are i t s 
strong commitments '̂o growth and service. Further, we have been 
impressed with NS's commitment to safety, as evidenced by i t s 
evidenc?? of continued success in winning the Harriman Award. 

To summarize, we believe that approval NS 
and CSX to acquire Conrail should be approved by the STB. 

I, Tim Frye, Sr., declare under penalty of 
perjury that the foregoing i s true and correct. Further, I certify 
that I am qualified and authorized to f i l e this verified statement. 
Executed on May 27, 1S97 

Tim Fryrl Sr. 
Hoover Transportation Services, Inc, 
3500-B N. Graham Street 
Charlotte, NC 28206 
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