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MINERAL PRODUCTS Inc. 

34 Charies Street • Hagerstown MD 21740-3899 • Tel 301-733-4000 • Fax 301-733-4003 

Mr. Vemon A Williams 
Secretary 
Su'face Transportation Board 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C 20423-0001 

RE: CSX Cotporation and CSX Transportation, Inc.; Norfolk Southem Corporation 
and Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and Operating 
Leases/Agreements - Conraii, Inc. and Cot.colidated Rail Corporation, STB 
Finance Docket No. 33388 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

As the Traffic Manager for ISP Mineral Products Inc., I have the responsibility of 
overseeing the transportation requirements for our company which include, freight 
rate negotiations; carrier selection; equipment supply; and mode of transportation, I 
am writing to express our company's support for the acquisition of Conrail by Norfolk 
Southern and CSX, 

ISP Mineral Products Inc., located at 34 Charles Street in Hagerstown, Maryland, 
manufactures colored mineral granules for the asphalt roofing industry. We have 
manufacturing facilities located in Annapolis, MO; Blue Ridge S'jmmit, PA; and 
Pembine, Wl. In 1996, we shipped approximately 3,000 carloads on CSX; 700 
carloads on Norfolk Southern; and 300 carloads on Conrail. 

We anticipate that the acquisition of Conrail by both Norfolk Southem and CSX wil! 
beriefit our company as we expect that it will provide single-line service to selected 
markets that will offset the reduced rail competition. The current interchange process 
increases costs and transit times, reducing equipment utilization and adversely 
impacting equipment supply. We anticipate that after the acquisition, CSX who 
currently services our Blue Ridge Summit, PA facility will provide single-line service to 
selected markets eliminating the interchange and thereby reducing costs. 

Additionally, we anticipate the acquisition will improve equipment utilization, leading to 
better car availability, reduced empty mileage, and lower costs. 

Again, please accept the support of ISP Mineral Products Inc. for the acquisition of 
Conrail by both Norfolk Southern and CSX. 

I Robert Toth, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to 
the best of my knowledge. Further, I certify that I am qualified and authorized to file 
this verified statement. Executed on May 19,1997. 

Robert Toth 

ISP Mineral Products Inc. 
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^ ^ A i\MCl£ FEEDS INC. 

May 1, J997 

Vemon A. Williams, Secretary 
Siuface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

VIiRIFIED STATEMENT 

Re: STB Finance Docket No 35388 

Dear Sir, 

I am the Transportation Coordinator and Southeast Regional Manager 
for McNess/Miracle, Inc and have been doing this for 10 years. Ou: 
company receives approximately 1200 hoppc cars of product from aH parts 
ofthe country. We would like very much to offer our support and are looking 
forward to the joint acquisition of Conrail by CSX and NS. 

We receive and disburse feed grade product and it is imperative that 
these products be moved as fast and efficiently as possible. Therefore, it is 
our belief that this transaction would benefit not only our company but many 
others as well. We ship the majority of product we handle lo livestock 
feeders. This requires prompt and on time rail shipments. Because of these 
reasons, we would like to see this transaction take place as soon as possible. 

1, Michael P. Casey, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 
is true and correct. Further, 1 certify that I am qualified and authorized to file 
this verified statement. Executed this I" day ofMay, 1997. 

Michael P. Casey 
Regional Sales Manager 
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April 1997 

Vemon A. Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

VERIFIED STATEMENT 

RE: Proposed CSX/NS/Conrail Transaction 
STB Finance Docket No, 33388 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

I am writing to offer my company's strong support for the proposed joint acquisition ofConrail by CSX and 
NS and to urge the Board to approve it promptly. We believe that the proposed transaction would be in our 
best interests, as well as in the interest of our customers because it would produce better service, better 
equipment utilization, and more competitive rates. With the enhanced CSX and NS systems, we expect 
more etficient. reliable service. We also expect that with the increased number of single-line destinations, 
we will be better able J penetrate new and more distant markets. 

I he proposed transaction would increase rail business for the combined system that would be good for all of 
the shippers who rely on rail. Further, trucks dominate the nation's freight markets, especially in the East 
Because the new systems would create greater efficiency, it would lead to more freight traffic on the rails 
diverted irom truck promoting more long term capital investment and ensuring that rail service would grow 
into the future. 

In conclusion, we support the application of Conrail, CSX and NS and request that the Board move as 
expeditiously as possible to assure approval. We feel this is the best way to improve service, enhance 
efficiency and promote the growth ofrail traffic in the East. 

I . Martin Thibault. declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that I am 
qualified and authorized to file this verified statement. Executed this 1^^^ day of , 
1997. a ' 

Martin Ihibault 
Purchasing- Sales/Domestic-Export 
Miradas. Inc. 
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Phone (601) 746-4131 

Mississippi Chemical 
Corporation 

Post Office Box 388 
YAZOO CITY, MISSISSIPPI 39194-0388 

Fax (601) 746-9158 

Mav 28, 1997 

Mr. Vemon A. Wiiliams 
Seci tary 
Surface Transponation Board 
STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington. D.C, 2()423-()0()l 

RE: CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation. Inc.; .Norfolk Southern Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Raihvay Company - Control and Operating Lea-,es/Agreements - Conrail. Inc. 
and Consolidated Railway Corporation. STB Finance Docket .No. 33388, 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

Mississippi Chemical Corporation ("MCC") is a manufacturer and marketer of fertilizers with major 
shipping facilities located at: Donaldsonville. LA; Pascagoula and Yazoo City, MS; and, Carlsbad, 
NM, From these facilities. Mississippi Chemical ships approximately lOO.OOO tons per year via thc 
Norfolk Southem Railway Company ("NS"), We have an excellent working relationship with the NS 
and have been pleased w ith the efficient and reliable service they have provided. 

We strongly support the application for approval of the transaction by which CSX and NS will 
acquire contiol of Conrail, and then divide the assets and trackage rights of Conrail in the manner 
w hich has been described to me. and which vvill bc described in the joint application of CSX and NS 
to control Conrail. We are aware that NS is one ofthe most efficiently run railroads in the business, 
and further belie\e MCC and other shippers would benetlt from NS operating and controlling that 
portion o*'the Conrail system which is being proposed to be controlled by NS, We therefore strongly 
support the application in this proceeding. 

Very truly yours. 

Lamar Self 
Manager of Distribution 
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I , Lamar Self, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. Further, I 
certify that 1 am qualified and authorized to file this verified statement. Executed this 28 th day of 
Mav, 1997. 

Lamar Self 
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CoTpoTote Oftiees 

A.tloTi, illinoia e20O:<-s<247 
7 Alby Street 

P O Bo« 224 / 
Pbo«e: 619-465-7741 

Ftt 618.465.7786 
May LS. 1997 

Mr, Vemon A Williams 
S.'tcretaiy 
Su'face Transportation Board 
12th &L Constitution Avenue, N W 
Washington. DC 20423 

Re CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southem Applications to Control and Operate Lines of 
Consolidated Rail Corporation 

Dear Mr Williams: 

This statement is bemg submitted by Marshall Walters. Traffic Manager for Missir.sippi Lime 
Company located at #7 AJby Street, Altor LL 62007-2247. 

1 have been employed with the above finn since October 1988. My duties include transportation 
negotifliions with railroads, rates, contracts, service problems, tracing, freight payment, and 
auditing of all prepaid freight bills 1 also rr amtain a fleet of over 300 leased tank and covered 
hopper cars Other duties include supervising and maintaining htlk terminals and bulk and bag 
ta'ck shipmems 

My transportation work experience staned in 1965 with the Rock Tsland Railroad followed by 
working with Freight Forwarders, Shipper Assooatior.s. and trucking firms I have worked in 
Chicago. New York, and St. Louis and belong to the Traffic Club of St. Louis. Inc. 

Mississippi Lime company at Ste Genevieve. Missouri, owns and operates the largest lime plant 
in North America and is among the top shippers on the nation's railroads. Wc provide lime and 
hme products for thc steel, paper chenucal. municipal, paint, and electric powe.' industries 

Mississippi Lime ships via rail throughout the United States, however, we are dependent on 
service through the St. Louis Gateway. 

The proposed Conrail acquisition by CSX Transportalion and Norfolk Southern should provide a 
more ePFicient and stronger rail system in th j East and open new marketa for all shippers 
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Thc equipment utilization would be improved and could reduce the total overall cost by lowering 
transit times to our customers. 

We are also hopeful that the acquisition will eliminate interchange delays at both St Louis wd 
Chicago and will provide our customers with shorter more efficient routes 

We believe thc proposed .cquisit will provide addiuonal benef ts to shippers and support this 
application. 

I Marrihall Walters, declar? under penalty of perjurv that the foregoing is true and correct 
Further. 1 certify thut I am qualified and authorized to file this Veified Statement, bxecuted on 
this date 

Witness ..pi ^ ^ i U . | Q > - ^ 

and Notary Public 

"OFFICIAL SEAL" 
JUOy BRTANT 

mkVr PUBUC-STATl Of laiNOIS 
MV CflMM/KION EXMWS rt%. 21, 2001 
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POST OFFICE BOX 4129 • MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI 39304-4 129 • 601-482-7007 

May 15. 1997 

Vernon A, Williams 
Secretar\ 
Surface I ransportation Board 
12th and Constitution Ave., N.W. 
Washington. 1), C. 20423 

Re: S I B Finance Docket NO. 3.̂ 88. CS.X C orporation and CSX I ransportation Inc.; 
Norfolk Southern Corporation and Norfolk Southern Rail\va\ Corporation-Control 
and Operating Lease/Agreeir ents-Conrail Inc. and Consolidated Rail Corporation 

Dear Secreiary Williams: 

My name is Paul Carpenter, and I am General Manager of Mississippi Materials 
Company in Meridian. Mississippi, a manulacturer of ready-mix limestone products. I 
am v\ riting to register m> strong support lor ihe proposed acquisition ofConrail by 
Norfolk Southern and CSX. 

As CiM of a company dependent on efficient and aiTordable shipping to receive 
our rau materials. I wish to outline three ke\ advantages vve see arising from the Conrail 
sale: 

I Morj direct route tranr"ort. " . . i , . i-.sippi Materials receive;; more that 3100 
railcars a year of raw materials, appro.ximr-.iely one half is used in ready-mix concrete and 
the half is resi le item. Right now. delay, are frequent for material shipped by rail~du<; in 
large part to the inefficiencies and bottU necks caused by the need lo interchange from 
Conrail lo NS and back again, fhe sale ofConrail will allow NS and CSX to institute 
direct line se A ice lo man\ markc..-. where delays are commonplace, 

2, Decrease freight rales. The lalionalizalion otT-ast Coast rail routes will bring 
rail into competition with truck transpt rt-creating pressure to cut Ireight rales lo keep 
cusloiri,.-rs, I hat's great news for shipping-depi-/)dent companies like ours, that are 
alwuys looking for ways lo control and cut costs. 

3, Increase abiliu lo elTicienlly utilize production capabilities. Delays in 
shipping can ha\e a disastrous effect on our production tempo. Wilh more direct routes 
and competilive service we can gear our production and manpower schedules 
accordingly-resulting in cost-savings we can offer our customers, I hat's a significant 
euge in the unending competition to keep customers a id w in new ones, and it's the 
bottom line reason we support the .sale ofConrail. 
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