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ENCOR COATINGS, INC.
P. O. Box 26 ® Route 248 » Bath, PA 18014 ¢ (610) £37-9700 » FAX (610) 837-8577

April 1997

Vernon A. Williams
Secretary

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, NW
Washington, DC 20423

VERITIED STATEMENT

RE:  Proposed CSX/NS/Conrail Transaction
STB Finance Docxket No. 33388

Dear Secretary Williams:

I am v -iting to offer my company’s strong support for the proposed joint acquisition of Conrail by CSX and
NS and to urge the Board to approve it promptly. We believe that the proposed transaction would be in our
best interests, as well as in th= interest of our customers because it would produce better service, better
equ.pment utilization, and more competitive rates. With the enhanced CSX and NS systems, we expect
more efficient, reliable service. We also expect that with the increased number of single-line destinations,
we will be better able to penetrate new and more distant markets.

The proposed transaction would increase rail business for the combined system that would be good for ail of
the shippers who rely on rail. Further, trucks dominate the nation’s freight markets, especially in the East.
Because the new systems would create greater efficiency, it would iead to more freight traffic on the rails
diverted from truck promoting more long term capital investment and ensuring that rail service would grow
into the future.

In conclusion, we support the application of Conrail, CSX and NS and request that the Board move as
expeditiously as possible to assure approval. We feel this is the best way to improve service, enhance
efficiency and promote the growth of rail traffic in the East.

I, Michael J. Ahm, declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct and that [ am

qualified and authorized to file this verified statement. Executed this (o  day of [!\A}{ ‘

1997.

Michael JMAhm
Encor Coatings, Inc.







