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8.6.2 Existing Environment

8.£.2.1 Land Use

The area around the proposed construction site is dominated by rail, residential, and commercial
uses (Figure 4-23). The site is primarily covered with gravel ballast. Grass-covered lawns,
weedy annuals and scatiered evergreen and deciduous trees are located adjacent to the right-of-
way. The surrounding commercial properties include a BP £ -1 distribution facility with above-
ground fusl storage tanks, Trans Car repair facility, Simms’ Junk Yard, a local tavern, and a
construction company storage yard with a building. A former Toledo & Ohio Central (T&OC)
passenger station occupied by a heating and plumbing business, and T&OC freight house,
occupied by a building supply co: . p:ay, are located to the northwest of the project area.
Residences are located adjacent to the existing Conrail and NS rights-of-way. Utility poles are
located north and west of the proposed construction, zlong the NS right-of-way. The City of
Bucyrus has no zoning.

None of the soils at the site are classified as prime farmiand.

The project is not within a designated coastal zone.

According to the Bureau of Indian Affairs, no federally-recognized Indian tribes or Indian

reservations exist in Ohio.
8.6.2.2 Water Resources
No surface waters are on the proposed construction site. The Sandusky River is approximately

2,000 feet to the north of the construction site and is crossed by the existing NS rail line. This
river is dowi-gradient from the proposed construction site and flows westward.
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National Wetland Inveaiory (NWI) maps indicate no wetlands within or adjacent to the
construction area. No wetlands nor water bodies were observed during a site visit to the
proposed construc'ion area.

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) maps for the area show that the proposed
project is not within the 100 year floodplain.

8.6.2.3 Biological Resources

Vegetation

Most of the propo: ed construction site is covered with gravel. Much of the area around the site
is already develop.:d for residential and commercial uses. Vegetated areas, consisting of weedy
annuals, lawns, scattered evergreen and deciduous trees, are })cated within and adjacent to the
proposed construction site. This vegetation is not unique or limited in the area.

Wildiije

Wildlife in the proposed construction area is 'imited due to the re sidential and commercial
development. Only those species adagp:cd to survive in close proximity to humans and urban
development would be expected in these areas. Limited habitat for some species of songbirds,
small mammals, and reptiles . re oresent.

Threctened or Endangered Species

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Ohio Departmem of Natural Resources
(DNR) were contacted regarding threatened and endangered species in the area of the proposed
construction. They responded that the Indiana bat, peregrine falcon, Scioto madtom, northern
riffleshell, and the mussel, Pleurobema clava, are on the federal list and may be found in
Franklin County. None of these species or their potential hahitats were observed during a site

visit.




Parks, Forest Preserves, Refisges ~nd Sanctuaries
No parks, forest preserves, refuges or sanciuaries are within one mile of the proposed

construction site.

£.62.4 Air Quality

According to 40 CFR 81, Crawford County is in attainment with the National Ambient Air
Quality Standards (NAAQS). Current sources of emissions in the project area include

locomotives, vehicles, and industries.

8.6.2.5 Noise

Rail, vehicular, and commercial traffic are the primary sources of noise in the proposed rail line
construction. A total of 26 trains per uay operate over the NS rail line, while 6 trains per day
operate over the Conrail rail line.

There would be 144 residences within 500 feet of the proposed construction site. Crawford
Scnool is approximately 1,200 feet southeast of the proposed construction. All of these receptors
currently e>.perience noise generated by passing trains.

8.6.2.¢ Historic and Cultura) Resources

Records at the Ohio State Historic Preseration Offic.- (SHPO) were reviewed to determine if
previously identified cultural resources are in the project area. One structure listed on the NHRP
was identified near the project area. The structure is currently located o.: !2nd owned by Conrail

and is a former T& OC Passenger Station. It is currently being occupied by a local heating and

plumbing business. Another structure potentially eligible for NRHP listinZ was identified rear

the project area. This structure is a former T&OC Freight House. A building supply company

currently occupies the former freight house.
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8.6.2.7 Transportation and Safety

The rail transportation network consists of the east/west Conrail rail line, a Conrail siding north
of the Conrail mainline and a north/south NS rail line. The existing Conrail siding is currently
connected to the NS line on the northeast side of the NS/Conrail intersection. The north/south
NS rail line includes existing at-grade crossings at East Warren Street and East Rensselaer Street.

Review of the EDR database report indicated that there were two OH Spills sites and one LUST
site within a 1/4-mile of the proposed construction corridor. No other hazardous waste sites o1
known environmental conditions, e.g., NPL, CERCLIS, RCRIS-TSD, ERNS, SPL (SEWS), or
SWEF/LF, were identified in the vicinity of the proposed rail line construction. The database
search revealed 10 unmappable sites within the city limits of Bucyrus. These sites could not be
located becavse of poor address or geocoding information providad to the state and/or federal
databases. No evidence of any hazardous waste sites was observed within the project area during

a site visit.

8.6.3 Potential Environmental Impacts of Proposed Action
8.6.3.1 Land Use

Aoproximately 5.5 acres of new land would be acquired for the southern portion of the new
connzction. The eastern portion of the new connection would utilize the existing Conrail
roadbed and right-of-way which is sufficiently wide to permit the installation of the additional
NS track. Land required for the new connection consists of existing railroad rights-of-way, the
eastern portion of land occupied by the former T&OC depot, a building supply company and a
construction yard. All existing structures wouid be demolished, and the land entirely cleared.
No prime farmland would be converted to railroad right-of-way. The town of Bucyrus has no

zoning, thus the proposed connection would not conflict with any zoning designation.

The proposed site is not within a designated coastal zone.
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8.6.3.2 Water Resources

The construction of the proposed r.a. iine would not have adverse inipacts on groundwater or
surface water resources. No su-face waters or wetlands would be crossed by the proposed

construction. Impacts irom soil erosion resulting from cleared vegetation and open soil would be

insignificant with the use of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to control runoff and surface
instability. In addition, NS would restore disturbed soil areas outside the roadbed through
rese~ding. These measures would prevent or minimize any impacts to the Sandusky River.
Storm water drainage patterns are not anticipated to be altered by the proposed project.

8.6.3.3 Biological Resources

Vegetation

Tize proposed action would impact primarily graveled areas. However, patches of weedy annuals
and scattered trees would also be affected. Following construction, NS would reseed bare soils
outside the subgrade slope. Vegetation lost would be minimal and the proposad connection
would have insignificant impact on the vegetation of the local area. Thi. vegetation is not unique

or limited in the area.

Wildlife
No adverse impacts to wildlife populations are anticipated. The construction sit¢ is small and
contains only limited wildlife habitat. The minimal loss of habitat Zue to this construction would

be insignificant compared to the wildlife habitat available in the area.

Threatened or Endangered Species

The USFWS and the Ohio DNR responded that several threatened or endangered species are
known to occur in Franklin County. The Indiana bat, peregrine falcon, Scioto madtom, northern
riffleshell, and Pleurobema clava ar: on the federal list for Franklin County. No threatened or
endangered species or their habitats were observed during ihe site visit. The area is developed
for residential and commercial uses and no threatencd < endangered species are expected to be
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