
STB FD 33388 6-23-97 A 180274V6B 3/10 



Tilton 

The track trends northeast to southwest through the northern half of this small lown Re.<:idences, 

businesses, schools and churches are located in the community 

CatUn 

The track trends southwest to northeast through the southem half of this small town. Residences, 

busim ŝses, schools and churches are located in the community. 

Fairnwnt 

The track trends east to west through the center of this small town Residences, businesses, 

schools and churches are located in the community 

Homer 

The track trends west to east through the center of this small town Residences, businesses and 

churchos are located in the community. 

Rutherford 

The track trends east to west along the north edge of this small residential town. 

Sidney 

The track trends west to east through the center of this small town Residences, businesses, 

schools and chu.''ches are located in the community 

Philo 

This small town contains residences, churches, schools and businesses The east to west trending 

track passes through the northem half of the town 
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Tolono 

This small town contains residences, churches, schools and businesses. The east to west trending 

track passes *hrough the center of town. 

Sadorus 

This small town contains residences, churches, schools and businesses The east to west trending 

track passes through the north half of the town. 

Ivesdale 

This small town contains residences, churches, schools and businesses. The east to west trending 

track passes through th? north half of the town. 

Betnent 

Thii small town containi residences, churches schools and businesses. The east to west trending 

trac'c passes through th»* center of town. 

Decatur 

This medium-sized city contains residences, churches, schools, hospitals, industries and 

businesses The east to west trending track passes through the center of the city 

Number of Sensitive Receptors 

Pre-Acquisition Post-Acquisition 

Residences Schools Churches Hospitals Residences Schools Churches Hospitals 

438 0 0 0 661 0 0 0 
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NS Intermodal Facilities 

Intennodal Facility 
Location 

Trucks per Day 
Change in 

ADT on local 
roads 
(%) 

Intennodal Yard 

Intennodal Facility 
Location 

Pre-

Acqui 

Post-

sition 

Change in 
ADT on local 

roads 
(%) 

Change in dBA 

Approx. Dist 
To 65 dBA 

Ldn Contour 

Chicago-47th St 532 737 02-2,5 <2dBA 

Chicago-Landers 412 506 0,1-0 9 <2dBA ~ 

• — = Not applicable 

Chicago-47th Street 

The Chicago 47th Street facility is located on 47th Street, east of Halsted, in southem Chicago 

Tmck transportation to the facility is via 1-90/1-94 to 47th Street. The land use around the facility 

is predominantly residmtial and urban 

Currer tly, the Chicago 47th Street intermodal facility serves 532 tmcks per day Post-acquisition, 

this faciliiy is expected to experience an increase of 204 trucks per day, a 0 2-2 5 percent increase 

in the ADT on local roads 

The increases in noise levels from the int- 'modal trucks and cranes at the facihties would not 

exceed the impact critr-rion of 2 dBA at I'.ie property boundaty, therefore no further noise analysis 

was performed. 

The increases in noise levels at the intennodal facility would not exceed the impact criterion of 2 

dBA Further, on 47th Street, the additional tmck traffic for the intermodal facility would be less 

than 2 dij.\ Therefore, no adverse noise impacts are projected 

Chicago-Landei^ 

The Chicago-Landers intermodal facility is located in southem Chicago near Oak Lawn Tmck 

transportation to the facility is via 1-94/1-90, 1-55, 79th Street, and Westem Avenue. The land 

use around the facihty is predominantly residential 
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Currently, the Chicago-Landers intermodal facility serves 412 tmcks per day. Post-acquisition, 

this facility is expected to experience 506 tmcks per day, a 0 1-0.9 percent increase in the ADT 

on local roads. 

The increases in noise levels at the intermodal facility would not exceed the impact criterion of 2 

dBA. Further, on Western Avenue, the additional tmck traffic for the intermodal facility would 

be less than 2 dBA. Therefore, no adverse noise impacts are projected. 

6.3 TRANSPORTATION 

The primary transportation impacts of the proposed Acquiskion are related to addkional tmck 

traffic generated at intermodal facilities where intermodal activity is projected to increase 

Impacts near intermodal facihties would result from increased tmck traffic using local roadways 

to enter and exit the intermodal facility. For those facilities with an expected increase of 50 tmcks 

or more per day or an increa.se of 10 percent of the ADT on local roads, the impacts of this 

increased traffx on the local roadway system were analyzed Traffic count data were obtained 

from local and state transportation agencies While the offsetting benefits of the proposed 

Acquiskion were not quantified at the local level, thz traflBc impacts from added tmck traflfic at 

intermodal facilities would be partially oflfset in many locali, ies by the significant number of tmck-

to-rail diversions 

One CSX facility in Illinois, a m w intermodal facility to be developed in Chicago at 59th Street, is 

expected to experience increasec' tmck traffic of 50 tmcks per day or more Once developed, this 

facility would handle about one 1 alf of the intermodal traflfic that is currently using Conrail's 63rd 

Street intermodal facility Therefore, while tmck traflfic volume would increase in the vicinity of 

the 59th Street facility, there wouid be a decrease in tmck traflfic near the 63rd Street facility due 

to the Acquisition. This facility is discussed below. 

Two NS intermodal facilities in Chicago, DL (47th Street and Landers) are expected to experience 

increased additional tmck traflfic of 50 tmcks or more per day However, the addkional tmck 
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traflBc from the two intermodal facihties would not cause adverse impacts on the local 

transportation system. The specified intermodal facilities are discussed below 

S9th Street 

The 59th Street intermodal facility would be located in a presently unured, former Pennsylvania 

Railroad switchmg yard located on the BOCT Une in the area of 59th Street in Chicago The 

facility is approxknately three miles west of I - 90/94. It was assumed that tmcks would access 

the facility from the north, south and east via I - 90/94 and 59th Street and from the west via 

Westem Avenue and 59th Street The Average Daily Traflfic (ADT) for the vicinity of the 59th 

Street facility was obtained from the Cook County Highway Department as follows 

• 59th Street, east of Western Avenue - approximately 13,500 vehicles per day 

• 59th Street, west of Westem Avenue - approximately 15,800 vehicles per day 

• Westem Avenue, north of 59th Street - approximately 43,500 vehicles per day 

• Westem Avenue, south of 59th Street - approximately 42,800 vehicles per day 

The traSlc counts reported are for 1994 and represent the average count for both directions 

Post-Acquisition, the 59th Street intermodal facility is expected to realize an increase of 815 

tmcks per day. The additional tmck traflfic was assumed to be distributed throughout a 24-hour 

day Since tmck traflfic can access the facility from either the east or west, a worst case ADT 

impact and an average ADT impact calculation was performed. 

Under the worst case impact scenario, which assumes that all tmck traflfic would utilize the same 

route to and from the facility on any given day, the total daily increase of 1,630 tmck trips 

represents about a 12 percent increase in ADT on 59th Street, about a 3 7 percent increase in 

ADT on Westem Avenue north of 59th Street and about a 3 .8 percent increase in ADT on 

Westem Avenue south of 59th Street. 
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Under the average ADT impact scenario which assumes that tmck traflfic would disperse among 

each of the potential routes to and from the facility, the total daily increase to 1,630 tmck trips 

represents about a 6.0 percent average increase in ADT on 59th Street 

The analysis suggests that under a worst case scenario, tmck traflfic impacts may be significant on 

59th Street between the facility and I - 90,'9̂ ^ However, it is likely that the worsi case scenario 

overstates the impacts on 59th Street since rorrt.- tiuC.- traflfic w juld access the facility from the 

west using 59th Street and Western Avenue. 

When the 59th Street facility becomes operational the consolidatio' of CSX operations from the 

Comaii 63rd Street facility would resuk in the removal of an estimated 503 tmcks per day from 

the local road network in the vicinity of the 63rd Street facility Additional Acquisition-related 

eflfects at CSX's Bedford Park and Forest Hill intermodal facilities wouid resuk in a net reduction 

of an additional 247 tmcks per day from the local road network in the vicinity of these facilities 

Thus, the o\'erall impact to the regional transportation network (i e., the Chicago area) from all 

Acquisition-related effects is estimated to be a net increase of 65 tmcks per .y, which is 

expected to resuk in negUgiblt impacts to iii? regional transportation network. 

Chicago 47th Street 

The Chicago 47th Street facility is located on 47th Street, east of Halsted, in southem Chicago. 

Tmcks would access the Chicago 47th S-̂ eet facility via 1-90/1-94 to 47th Street. The Average 

Daily Traflfic (ADT) for the Chicago 47th Street facility was obtained from the iiiinois 

Department of Transportation is as follows: 

1-90/94 - approximately 265,300 vehicles per day 

47th Street - approximately 16,200 vehicles per day 

Traffic counts reported are for 1994 and r .'piesent the average count for both directions 
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Post-Acquisition, the Chicago 47th Street intermodal facility expected to realize an increase of 

204 tmcks per day. The additional tmck traflfic was assumed to be distributed throughout a 24-

hour day The total daily increase of408 tmck trips represents about a 0.2 percent increase in 

ADT on 1-90/94 and a 2.5 percent increase in ADT on 47th Street. Thus, these increases would 

have a minor impact on the local and regional transportation network. 

Chicago Landers 

The Chicago Landers intermodal facility' is located in iouthem Chicago near Oak Lawn Tmcks 

would access the Chicago Landers facihty via 1-94/90,1-55, 79th Street, and Westem Avenue 

The Average Daily Traflfic (ADT) for the vicinity of the Chicago Landers facility was obtained 

from the lUinois Department of Transportation is as follows: 

1 -90/94 - approximately 215,750 vehicles per day 

• 1-55 " approximately 137,400 vehicles per day 

79th Street - approximately 20,000 vehicle j per day 

Westem Avenue - approxknately 28,700 vehicles per day 

Traffic counts reported represent the average counts for both direction ",. 

Post-Acquiskion, ti'c Chiĉ ĝo Landers intermodal facihty is expected to real ze an increase of 95 

tmcks per day The additional tmck traflfic was assumed to be distributî d thicughout a 24-hour 

day The total daily increase of 190 tmck trips represents about a 0 1 percent inc;rease in ADT on 

1-90/94, a 0.1 percent increase in ADT on 1-55, a 0.9 percent increase m ADT on 79th Street and 

a 0.7 percent increase in ADT on Westem Avenue Thus, these increases would have a mkior 

impact on the local and regional transportation network. 
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6.4 SAFETY 

Impacts on safety may occur as a rê ûlt of increased traflfic on rail line segments. Safety impacts 

are primarily related to changes in vehicle delays at grade crossings and the potential for train-

vehicle accidents at grade cro.ssings. Other safety impacts include potential train accidents and 

hazardous materials inciderts. 

No significant adverse safety impacts would resuk f om the proposed Acquisition. Overall, a net 

safety benefit is expected due to tmck-to-rail diversions. Safety issues and methodology are 

discussed in Section 1.2 .4 of Part 2 and in Appendix D of Part 1 of this ER. 

6.4.1 Grade Crossing Safetv 

The grade crossings in the State of Illinois with an ADT of 5,000 or greater along analyzed lines 

are listed below The estimated change in frequency of accidents for a specific crossing can be 

determined by identifying the number of trains per day pre- and post-Acquisition on the specified 

line segment (Section 6.1), identifying the ADT of the road crossed by the line segment listed 

below and, based on the identified information, finding the appropriate cells in Table 1-5 in 

Section 1.2.4.1. 

CSX Analyzed Grade Crossings with an ADT of 5,000 or Greater 

County City 

Rail line Segment 

Road Crossed 

ADT 
County City 

To From 
Road Crossed 5,000-

10,000 
> 

10,000 

Cook Blue Island Blue Island Jet, IL Barr Yard, IL Dixie 1 Iŵ ' - X 

Cook Blue Island Blue Island Jet, IL Barr Yard, IL Broadway -
135 St 

X -

Cook Chicago 59th St, IL Blue Island Jet, IL 71st St - X 

Cook Forest Park 59th St, IL Blue Island Jet, Ii. Madison St - X 
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