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SOUTHERN RAILROAI) C OMPANY OF NEW JERSEY 
BOX 122 

WII-LIM.BORO, N.I 08046 
(609) 871-8699 I AX (609) 871-7432 

October 8. 1997 

Mr Vernon A Williams, Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20423-COOl 

Re CSX Corporation and CSX Tiansporiation. inc . Norfolk Southern Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and Operatmg Leases/'Agreements -
Contail. Inc and Consolidated Rail Corporation. STB Finance Docket No 33388 201 
Constttu'iion Avenue NVv. Washington. DC '20423 

My name is Thomas A Collard. Vice President of the Southern Railroad Company of 
New Jersey (SRNJ). a shortline earner headquartered in Willingboro NJ. 

The SRNJ serves Atlantic. Caniden Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem Counties in 
New Jersey and transports a significant quantity of sand and stone, building materials, 
raw materials for glass and floonng tile manufactuie, agricultural ctiemical?; produce, 
and other products The industnes WG serve employ about 1 000 people in Southern 
New Jersey 

The SRNJ conditionally supports the proposal of CSX and NS in their plan for the 
acquisition of Conrail We believe that that tfieir plan for the acquisition of Conrail will 
ensure renewed ra'l competition in New Jersey and we bolieve that it will create new 
options for us and our customers 

Our conditional support is based on the assumption that we and a neighboring shortline, 
the Winchester and Western (WV\/) will be allowed unrestncted interchange of traffic at 
Vineland NJ At ttie current tune the W>A/ has tiackage rigtits over Conrail to connect 
with the SRNJ However the rigtit to interchange cars is restricted to empty equipment 
only In the loaded direction Conrail insists on handling the cars as an intermediate 
switch carrier between Millville and Vineland at a rate of $100/car Ttiere is a market 
for sand originating on the WW for use at asphalt and redi-mix concrete plants served 
by the SRNJ We estimate that we could handle about 1000 carloads each year Witti 
100-ton equipment this would result in 4000 loaded and 4000 empty truck movements 
removed from local highways annually Unfortunately these are short distance 
movements wtuch can not be compeatively priced if Conrail receives $1 00/ton 



I have discussed the need for a direct SRNJAA/W interchange with both the CSX and 
NS and anticipate no real objection from them The benefits to the community and 
shortlines are significant and can be incurred at cost to either of the acquiri'^g railroads. 

If the SRNJ IS to continue to grow and prosper, we need a strong revenue base to reach 
our local constituencies as well as those beyond our immediate service area We think 
the CSX/NS plan before the STB does this and we, therefore, support it with the under
standing that our Vineland interchange request will be met as expeditiously as possible 
upon the completion of this transaction 

I, Thomas A Collard deciare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and 
correct Furttier, I certify that I am qualified and authorized to file this verified statement, 
executed on October 8, 1997 

Sincerely, 

Thomas A Collard 
Vice President 

cc; 

Greg E Summy, General Attorney 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
Three Commercial Place 
Norioik VA 23510-9241 

P Michael Giftos Sr VP and General Counsel 
CSX Transportation Inc 
500 Water Stieet 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

I heodore H Matthews 
fv^anager - Ports Terminals, and Freight Services 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Avenue 
Trenton. NJ 08625 


