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Surface aransportatinn Soarb ^ ^ 
aafitiinuton. fi.(£. 2D423-UUfli 

(Ofti i t of tl ir (Itiairman 

November 24, 1997 

Mr. Keith A. Willard 
1 23 Sandy Drive 
Clinton, PA 15026 

Dear Mr. Willard: 

I have received your letter expressing concems about the proposal by CSX and Norfolk 
Southem (NS) to acquire control of Conrail and to divide certain assets of Conrail between the 
tv^o acquiring railroads, and the effect it may ha\ e on iailroad employees. 

This proceeding has been docketed ai the Surface Transportation Board (Board) as STB 
Finance Docket No. 33388. As you may know. the Board adopted a procedural schedule for 
deciding the ments oflhe conlroi application filed in this proceeding, which il recently extended 
by 45 days to accommodate the filing of safety integration plans by thc applicant railroads. As 
provided by the procedural schedule, thc Board has received comments and evidentiary 
submissions from all interested parties addressmg the ments of the merger proposal, which w ere 
filed with the Board on or before October 21,199"' The Board is currently analyzing those 
filings. A final wntten decision in this matter will be issued on July 23, 1998. 

Regarding concems over the impact of the proposed transaclion on railroad jobs, in 
deciding whether a conlroi transaction such as lhe one being proposed here is in the public 
interesi, the Board by law must consider the interest ofall rail camer employees affected by the 
proposed transaction. Lel me assure you that the Board will give full consideration to the interest 
of affected rail employees, as w ell as the other factors required by law , in deciding w hether to 
approv e the proposed transaction. Because this proceeding is pending before the board, 
however, it would be inappropnate for me lo comment further on the case 

1 am having your leller made a part ofthe public docket in this proceedmg, 1 appreciale 
your interest in this matter, 

Sincerelv, 

Lmda J. Morgan 



123 Sandy Drue 
Clinton. PA 15026 
October 9. 1997 -

Ms Linda Morgan -
Surface Transporiation Board 
1925 K Sireet. NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Dear Ms Morgan 

1 am a Conran TC I UIIKMI employee who would like to talk to you about the subject of 
"we" as it was used around our work place for the last len years or more 

The word "we" was first used extensivelv after the high level Conrail Management decided 
on the "TL.AM" concept It all seemed like a good idea Conrail Managemeni would 
work together with its union employees for the success of Conrail as a whole Everyone 
was a winner with the "we" concept verses the "me" concept 

Cnfortunately, as soon as the split up of Conrail between CS.XT and \S was announced, 
"we" quickly reverted lack to the old the wav ("onrail used to talk which is the i\ord 
"me" I'pper Conrail Management, who now talk only in the singular "me " have allowed 
themselves handsome severance packages 

I nioni/cd eniploNces are told sou might qualify.' for New ^ ork Dock If New N'ork Dock 
is so good, whv didn't Conraii Management pattern their packages af̂ er i t ' 

Now see wh\ 1 >a\ t tinrail has gone from a Team "we" wav of doing things to a "me" 
onK attitude 

This is wh\ 1 am writr.L' \o vou Please make sure now that the pie is being divided that 
Comail is made to go back to the "Tf AM" concept of "we " W e're in this together and 
"we' -.hould all get a fair deal in the end 

Sincerelv. 

Keith A W illard 



^nrfacE CEranaportatton Boarb ^ 
aaBhington, fi.O;. 20423-0001 

(©ffut of ttlt (ttiaimuin 

November 24, 1997 

Mr. Kevin F. Campbell 
3627 Wild Pheasant Lane 
Sylvania, OH 43560 

Dear Mr. Campbell: 

1 have received your letter expressing concems about the proposal by CSX and Norfolk 
Southem (NS) lo acquire control of Conrail and to divide certain assels of Conrail between lhe 
two acquiring railroads, and the effect it may have on onrail employees. 

This proceeding has been docketed at the Surface Transportation Board ("Board) as STB 
Finance Docket No. 3338S, As you may know, the Board adopted a procedural schedule for 
deciding the merits ofthe conlroi application filed in this proceeding, which it recenlly extended 
by 45 days lo accommodate the filing of safety integration plans by the applicant railroads As 
provided by the procedural schedule, the Board has received comments and evidentiary 
submissions from all interesied parties addrv;ssing the ments ofthe merger proposal, which were 
filed with the Board on or before October 21. 1997. The Board is currently analyzmg those 
filings. A final wntten decision in this matter will be issued on July 23, 1998. 

Regarding concems over the impact ofthe proposed transaclion on railroad jobs, in 
deciding whether a control transaction such as the one being proposed here is in the public 
interesi, the Board by law musl consider the interest of all rail camer employees afl'ecied by the 
proposed transaction. Let me assure you lhal the Board will give full consideration to the inlerest 
of affecled rail employees, as well as the other factors required by law , in deciding w heiher to 
approve the proposed transaction. Because this proceeding is pending before the Board, 
however, it would bc inappropriate for me to comment further on the case. 

1 am having your letter made a part of thc public dockei in this proceeding. I appreciate 
your interesi in this matter. iL-id i f l may bc of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact 
me 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan ^ 
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KcN 111 1 ( ampbcll f j 
^(.27 W ild Pheasjnt l.anc f . 

SNKania Ohio 4**;6(i 

ScpicmK-r 7 | v;? > 

Thc Honorable 1 m d i Morgan 
Chairman c • 
Surface lransponation Ho.ird ^ 
lv:,> K Strcci \W RoiMii H42 
Washingiot) 1) ( ;IP4.^ --iinn| 

- ' 

Rc Finance [.KKKCI "'"'SS 

Dear Madam ( hairi.Mn 

1 am llic I A K J I < luiirnuin o( Division 4-̂ 7 lirolherhixxi of 1 ivonioir c 1 nuinccrs ai 
Toledo. Ohio 1 am v^niinj.' to express nn opposuion lo itic (>per iiini; Plans subnutted h\ < S,\ 
and Norfolk Southern 

M\ obiedions are based ;)n Ihe .jnbiguih ol lhe plan m ihe area of the l abor hnpaci siatement 
The NS p;.nion in p.irtieiihir seems lo K- a iioal rather lhal a plan to reach an obicvlue and thus 
ineomplele, il is disruptive lo cmplosecs al loledo reduces conipeiilion in all areas but Ihc 
Nonheast ( orndor and disrupts the most ellKieni roulc between ihe easi ..,..;si jnd ucsicrn 
connections The Plan also is cscepiionalh optmnstu uhen proxviuij' ir.illic increases and 
savings .iddresscd arc the tonsccjucnces ol an ecviii'Mni. ri cssi.'n vonsidering the debt 
Ix'ing undenaken b\ the .ivquinni.' ^aincrs and hou this debt ui l i W. ser\ u.i-.l uhen ihe recession 
occurs 

The Plan also ignores or is in conflict with portions of thc Rail Rcorgani/ation Act and thc f onrail 
Prnati/ation Xci concerning ihc acquisition ol C onraii b\ a C lass 1 rail carrier concerning I abor 
Agreemenl"-

I also object to the disp.int\ ui treatmenl betueen . oiiraii nianagemeni lh„i are dispUwed and 
emplovees ihal uil) bs .ilte^lcJ bv mc ir.itisa^tion 

Ihe Plan is verv ^oiuisc uhen proieding eijuipmeni needs and s./vings bin v.iv.dicrlv glossc. 
o\er cniplONc'c coiKvinc rci'.irdin;' v.reu bases .md lerminals uiih I HIS P \(,l i\ 1 ( \t |( )N\\ \ \ 
LI FTBI ,ANK 

1 ha\c bcci, Ihrough one tailed merger Penn Central where Ihcre was a clash of corporate cultures 
and a failure to address adequatch thc r,imit"ications ot Ihe merger with de\iistatine results and 
hope- ihe tXKird ui i l reicct the plan as picscnicd .is .imhii^IKHIS iiuomplcic and disrupt.\c 

SuKcreiv 

Kevin 1 (ampbcll ^ 
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ûrfacE aransportation Soarb 
aaMngtoa. B.(£. 20423-0001 • /T:-/' ', f^^^ 

(Offite of t i j r (ttiaimun 

November 24, 1997 

Mr. Gerald A Burgess 
Counly Adminislralor 
Botetourt County Board of Superv isors 
I West Main Street - Box 1 
Fincastle, VA 24090 

Dear Administrator Burgess: 

1 have received your letter expressing concems about the proposal by CSX and Norfolk 
Southem (NS) to acquire control of Conrail and to divide certain assets of Conrail belween the 
tw o acquinng railroads, and the effect it may ha\ e on railroad employees and the Roanoke 
community. 

This proceeding has been docketed at the Surface Trarisportation Board (Boardi as STB 
Finance Dockci No. 33388. As you may know , the Board adopted a procedural schedule for 
deciding the merits of thc control application filed in this proceeding, w hich il recenlly exlended 
by 45 days to accommodaie the filing of safety integration plans by the applicant railroads. .A.s 
provided by the procedural schedule, thc Board has received comments and evidentiary 
submissions from all interested parties addressing the ments of the merger proposal, which w ere 
filed w ith the Board on or before October 21, 1997. The Board is currently analyzing those 
filings A final written decision in this matter will be issued on July 23, 1998. 

Regarding concems over the impact of the proposed transaction on railroad jobs, m 
deciding w heiher a control transaction such as the one being proposed here is in the public 
interest, the Board by law musl consider the interest ofall rail camer employees affecled by the 
proposed transaction. Let me assure you that the Board will give full consideration to the interest 
of affected rail emplo\ ees, as well as the other factors required by law , in deciding w hether to 
approve the proposed transaction. Because this proceeding is pending before the Boarc, 
how ever, it would be inappropnate for me lo comment further on the case, 

I am having your letter made a part oflhe public docket in this proceeding, I appreciale 
your interest in this mailer, and if 1 may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate lo conlact 
me. 

Sincerelv, 

Linda J. Morgan 



'Botetourt County 
^Board oj Supen^isors 

September IX. ]W7 

/ 

GERALD A BURGESS 

II". 

I he ! lonorable I inda .1 \hir;j . i i i 
( iiaii. I N Suilace I r.uisj-nMl.ilui!! Mi.aid 

K sued. \ \ \ 
. i s h i i i - l o i i , !)( ^ a : " ! 

3S-
at.: 

( asc • >SS( s \ \ s ( ur,i!a:l and 
(ipciatiiig 1 cases aiul \ijrcc:i)cnis-( .'nr.i; 
li'iC . .llld Consolidated Kail ( orporatioi. 

LV'a: Ms \ 1 , TLMII. 

I his icik'i lollwws J;scu>suni at thc ic>nilar Scprciiihcr 1 (<, i nicel!ii|j ol the Botetourt 
- • ... i>oaicl ol StipciMsi.is in thc Old Disinci ( ,.a'i in I iiKaslIc, \ irs:'!i!.! rcuardiiisj the 
issue ot job rclcnlion and si.ihil,!\ in the ijcneial Koanokc .iic.i ot \o r lo lk Svuiliicrn Co ,HM.ition 
ciii|'lovccs. 

IhcCvHiiitv Ho.ud ! Sujierv isors supp.ntsa s;;.,!)::. sound loc.il ,iikl rei:i>.r.,i', econ..in. 
the bcnctil aiul bcllcuiK'nl ol all its residents lhe coinerstoiic ol a \ihr.ini econ..>m\ is ar, 
e.l'.sc.ited, cNpcncncccl .uui suibic worklorcc In tlus nme ot dowiisi/iu;: and icstnicturini: lhe 
t oiiu.iii^v; success oi corpi,iai-.' opei.ilioiis conimiics i,i n,' leli.nicc on v'vpencn^cd. dedic.ilcd. 
loUL-ierni cnip!o\ccs who lonii ,lie b.ickbone ol the .uci's businc.s,> coinnuiniiv, 

(ir .cn this position ILaetoun Count) would like to express its strong suppttrt lor 'IK-
ic'leiilioii u! the CMsiiiie r.ul e'iiplo\ nient lc\ci iii the iMviiioke atea to thc jrc.itcst c\icm icasiblc 
duMue the OIILOIIIV^ cdorls h\ \ o i l o lk SiHiihciii CotpoKitiop, iv> purchase ( v>n!..:l operations. 

lhank o'.. lo; \ vun coiisideratuMi ol our comments 

Sii iceieU. 

Vrrrrrtn \ iUiiLess ' 
( \iimiiiisirator 
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Surface transportation 8oarii 
ttaelitngton. H.d. 20423-0001 

r 

(9frur of Ufe (Utiairman 

November 24, 1997 

The Honorable Albert V. Belan 
Senaie of Pennsylvania 
Senate Post Office 
The State Capitol 
Harrisburg. PA 17120-0030 

Dear Senator Belan; 

1 have received your letter expressing concems about the proposal by CSX and Norfolk 
Southem (NS) to acquire con.rol of Conrail and to divide certain assets of Conrail between the 
two acquinng railroads, and the effect it may have on railroad employees and the State of 
Pennsylvania. 

This proceeding has been docketed at the Surface Transportation BoartI (Board) as STB 
Finance Docket No, .-.3388, As you may know, the Board adopted a procedural schedule for 
deciding the ments ofthe control application filed in this proceeding, which it recently extended 
by 45 days to accommodaie the filing of safely integration plans by the applicant railroads. As 
provided by thc procedural schedule, the Board has received comments and evidentiary 
submissions from all interested parties addressing thc ments of the merger proposal, w hich were 
filed with the Board on or before Oclober 21, 1997 The Board is cunently analyzing those 
filings. A final written decision in this malter will be issued on July 23, 1998. 

Regarding concems over thc impact ofthe proposed transaction on railroad jobs, in 
deciding whether a control transaction such as the one being proposed here is in the public 
interest, the Board by law must consider the inlerest of all rail camer employees affected by the 
proposed transaction. Let me assure you that the Bond will give full consideration to the interest 
o f atTected rail employees, as w ell as the other lactors required by law, in deciding w hether to 
approve the proposed transaction. Because this proceeding is pending before the Board, 
however, it would be inappropnate for me to comment further on the case. 

I am having your letter made a part oflhe public docket in this proceeding. 1 appreciate 
your interest in this matter, and i f l may be of funher .issistanee, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Sincerelv, 

Linda J. .Morgan ^ 



4 S T M D I S T R I C T 

A L B E R T V, B E L A N 
D U O U C S N E V I L L A G E 5 H O P P I N O C C N T C R 

I 8 S 8 H O W e v l L L E R O A O 

W F S T M I F F L I N PA 1 5 1 2 2 

1 4 1 2 . 4 6 6 2 2 0 < 

S E N A T E BOX 2 0 3 0 4 5 

T H E S T A T E C A P I T O L 

H A R R I S B U R G PA 1 7 1 2 0 - 3 0 4 5 

' 7 1 7 1 7 8 7 5 5 8 0 

R E P L Y T O ^matf of ĉttnBoluanui 

/ 
C O M M I T T , t S 

L A B O R / .ND I N D U S T R Y 

D E M O C R A T I C CHAIRMAN 

AGING AND YOUTH 

C O N S U M E R P R O T E C T I O N AND 

P R O F E S S I O N A L L I C E N S U R E 

MILITARY AND V E T E R A N S 

A F F A I R S 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

Linda J Morgan. Chairperson 
Siirt.ice 1 ransportation Board 
! 0 ^ < k'. S i . , s , \ \ . 

Uashiim'on, DC :(i42,-.-O001 

September 22. 1997 o 
•X. 
^-. 
J* • 
I -

. — I 

Deal Chairpeison Morgan 

1 ha\e receixcd numeious .nquines and letters icgarding the plan to divide Conrail belween CSX 
Corporation and Norfolk Southern (orporation I wciuld appreciate your 'onsideration ofthe 
nian\ rail |(>hs which will bc so i'leatK atfected b\ the merger 

Conrail has prosided eiiiiiKniiient opportunities for Penns\Kama's economically strapped western 
region \s \oii mas beawaie Western PennsvKania is iust starting to improve economically 
"1 he loss ofrail jobs will destro\ these beginning economic and t'oundational signs of a thriving 
reuion 

I respectfully request that the Surface Transportation Board do all il can to preserve and support 
our railroads and rail jobs in PennsvKania, specificailv in W estern PennsvKania 1 urge the board 
to thoKHighK examine the merger profiosal so that jobs will be retained and perhaps employment 
opportunities mcrease 

The concerns of (\Miraii's workers need to he tlilK addressed betore the plan is approved and 
guarantees need \o he nade foi thî se \viio luixe worked so hard in the rail industiA I herefore. it 
is wilhout cviin\ocation that 1 iccomivicnd \ou thoroughK review the merger and its etfects on 
iohs 111 PennsvK ania 

kid" Belan 
State Senator 

45th Senatorial District 
A\ B HB eh 
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No \y ^ S - g 7 1 8 : O S 
P . o ? 

i-ViAkTPJtE.'' 

ATTOR.'ffiYS « COl'NSEI I 0»S 

1275 Pi-iwsYi VAMA AvT-Nit.N w • SLTTh 1100 • WASHINGTON. D C 70004 2417 
Thi>PHONr. (202)628-1100• FACSIMIIJF. (202)628 0242 

November 18, 1997 

Surface Tran.sportation Board 
Secretan's Office, Rm 700 
J925 K Slicei, \ W 

Washington, DC 20423 -0001 A 

Dear Secreiary 

1 respectiully request that our names bc withdrawn from the service li.s' in STB Finance 
Dockei No 33388. C.SX Corporation and CSX Tran.sportation. Inc . Norfolk Souihcrn 
Corporauon and Noifolk Souihem Railway Company - Control and Operating 
LcAses/Agrecments Conrail Inc. and Consolidated Rail Corporauon. 

In Augusi 1997. Nel.s J Acker.son. Jamcs R. Baarda, and Su.san H Chamberlin of Thc 
Ackerson Group. Chartered filed a Notice of Intent to Participate a.s Pames ol Record on 
behalf ot the National Asscx:iauon ot Reversionary Propertv Owners and Landowners who arc 
Members ot Plainiiff.s Clas.s m Indiana At this time we would like to b<̂  removed a.s parties 
ot record. 

Please let us know it you require furiher information and plea.sc contirm by tax letter 
or phone call lhat w- have heen so removed lhank you for your anenuon lhis matier 
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B & G CORBIN S T E E L & STONE CO. 
P. O. Box 846 

Route 33 East • Hightstown. NJ 08v520 
(609) 448-2749 • FAX - (609) 448-6641 

VI^tMml Stone • Strv4ct)4ml Steel 

(111 [ I : 

sJ»-OjLilLv TOPEKA 
3 " ^ ' i STATES 

y. "7 r A < piiiN(^TON STONTE 
O - ^ v.^.^ ' »A.fVvJ-C CHESTERFIELD ^LE^ 

BLUE3TONE 
ANTIQUE AGE 
WTilTE .VIARBLE 

Vf.negBl^d 
PIN-K MARBLE 

Vanegated 
CERSHAW BUFF 
PCSTC GRA-VrrE 
ROBIN BLUE 
MOWRED 
BL-RNTCT HORN 
SHEEP BUR.VET 

[N BACKS 
SKINS 
COLOR 

CROSS CENTER 
CRAB ORCHARD 
Ln>AC JERSEY' 
RUfimiLU: BLEND 
CHES.\PEAK HL-E 
MED CHESTER 
SPECTsLED HIGH 
PRINCETON TOPPS 

LENT) 
VERMONT .MAHB.^ 
GEORGU MARBLE 
GREECHIAN MARBLE 
GRAN-MLLE BLEND 
COMSTOCK HUE 
BRO.VD MILOS 
MARBLE E.\LLS 
F \CELIFT BLTF 
VERMILUON SPECKS 
SHADOW CREAM-GRAY 
RFVER HUES 
LIV'ING.srON BLTF 
JARDINT WiIiFE 
O.AKLTi' SCALES GRAY 
OAKIiY- GOLD 
SUSSEX BLEND 
PHOENIX ONTX 
ARIZONA DESERT 
SL'T̂ N'Y'SIDE ON'YX 
WHITEHALL QUARTZITE 

asi A L U E D 8TONX INDUVnUX8 

NEW JERSFV W . 

ASSOCUTiUN 
MEMBEX f 

NJBA *̂  
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October 23, 1997 

Office of Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 

Subject Finance Docket No. 33388 

Dear Mr Secretary; 

I am Alex R. Rankine, Manager-Traffic, Cleveland-Cliffs Inc. HOC Superior 
Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44114. Cleveland-Cliffs, which is celebrating its 150th 
anniversary in 1997, is the largest supplier of iron ore products to the North 
Amencan steel industry We manage six iron ore mines in North Amenca with 
equity interest in five otthem and are a substantial iron ore merchant. 

From time to time shipments of iron ore products move via tail routes from upper 
Michigan and Minnesota mines to integrated steelmakers in Illinois, Ohio, West 
Virginia, Michigan , Alabama and Utah The only gateway for many of these 
movements is through the Chicago Switching Distnct, an extremely congested 
terminal area 

We are writing to share our concerns about ootential unfavorable impacts to 
Cliffs and its associates and customers if CSX dominates the Chicago terminal 
region through acquisition of certain Conrail assets, specifically the Indiana 
Harbor Belt (IHB) We understand that CSX already owns the Baltimore and 
Ohio Terminal Railway Com.pany (B&OCT) and is a substantial shareholder of 
the Belt Railway Company of Chicago ( BRC). 

One possible solution to this would have another carrier acqui-'o the operate a 
portion of the B&OCT We understand that Wisconsin Central has proposed to 
buy the B&OCT trackage known as the Aitenheim Subdivision and a portion of 
Conrail trackage identified as the Panhandle Line \ 

We betieve that this has merit as a viable solution to potentially harmful impact 
on traffic trying to make its way through an already congested terminal area with 
CSX potentially dominating the rail capacity in the Chicago region. 

'/// 



Page 2 

We hope that the STB will consider these thoughts during its deliberation of the 
Conrail acquisition process. 

S i n c e r ^ . 

LA' I 
Alex R. Rankine 

flit csxctigo doc 
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Ripley Township 
-ie// State ''ca" • \V.;iara O " 

M r . veinon W i l l i a m s , Secretary 
Sur face T.ranspor t a t i on Poar'^ 
1 2 t h and C o n s t i t u t i o n A\ . . " .W 
Washin„! .on , D . ^ . ?0'1 '̂> 

RE: CSX/Conra i 1 > Finance Docket N'o. 37s6/^ ' 

Dear S i r : 
On Oct . 77 , 1997, the Members of the P ip l ey Township, 

Huron County, O h i o , Board of T r u s t e e s , met and passed the 
f o l i o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n : 

PFSOLVFI): Thrit t h e proposed a c q u i s i t i o n of the C o n s o l i d a t e d 
R a i l C o r p o r a t i o n ( C o n r a i l ) by CSX C o r p o r a t i o n i s not i n 
t h e i n t e r e s t s o f the c i t i z e n s o f R i p l e y Township, Ohio ; 
because o f t h e unusual ha rdsh ips t h a t i t w i l l impose on 
o u r Township, i n the di.'^- .n o f our l o c a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
system of roarts a t po in t . re t hey cross e i t h e r the CSX 
l i n e s or the C o n r a i l l i n e s , bo th o f which b i s e c t our Township, 
The proposed CSX/CP a c q u i s i t i o n w i l l r e s u l t i n the c l o s u r e 
o f necessary roadways, the l a r g e s ca l e d e s t r u c t i o n of our 
r u r a l way of l i f e and the i n c r e a s e d danger t o the populace 
on the r e m a i n i n g roadways t 
inadequate p r o t e c t i o n f rom • 
v i l l be J them. 

Ke • ; 1 ! > • ^.re request tha*- * 
Board r e j e c t t h e proposed acq-
i f ar • • '-oads ar<:> 
f o r t • • . ' . ; , s idt - *- • . 

F-]' ake our oppos"; 

3 of unsafe c o n d i t i o n s and 
. i rge numbers of t r a i n s t h a t 

' • Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
• :on of Conrai1 by CSX 

cr not m a i n t a i n 1 osed 

ind t h i s r e s o l u t i o n p a r t 
o f . 1 1 i n the above niunt ioned f i nance docket 

e e 

T r u s t e e 

T r u s t e e 

r c : Muron County Commissioners 
r t a t e o*" Ohio 

Congres s iona l Delegat ion 



PETmON 
rWe the undersigned, being residents and registend voters of 

-MtLc/J^j^I J Road, RipUy Township, Ohio; wish to seek to 
stop the adverse conditions that wiil arise from the pmposed CSX/CR 
tnmsaction and more specifically, the adverse impact fwm the loss ofour ability 
to freely and sirfely travel our Township, the disruption cf local con.mumcation 
and the resulting decline in the q^wlity of life in our part of the Townthip. We 
are also concemed about the increased train traffK and the resulting unsqfe and 
hccardous conditiorts for the popu'ice that will nsuU from it. 

Hie.^foii, iiik J^-M ille Trusiees .fj hip iey Township, Urtw pass the 
attached resolution and send it :.n the Surface Trxmsportation Board in 
Washington, D.C, at the r^xt meeting of the Trustees. 

Name Address Dale 

p • — - -

c • 

- - ̂ • 



PETITION 
We the undersigned, being residents and registered voters of 

Koad, Kipley lownship, Ohio; wish to seek to 
stop tht adverse conditions that will arise from tlie proposed CSX/CR 
transaction and more specifuvdly, tlte adverse impact /wi/i tlte loss of our altUity 
fo freely a/ul st{fely travel our Township, the disruption of local cominutucativn 
and the resulting decline in the quality of life in our part ttf the lownship. W e 
are also com enied about the increased train trnffic and tlte resulting unsafe and 
hazardous conditions for the populace that will result frorn it. 

Therefore, we ask thai the Trustees of Ripley lownship, Ohio pass the 
attached resolution and send it to the Surface Tru.nsponation Doard in 
Washington, D.C, at the next meeting of the Trustees. 

Name Address Date 



PETITION 
W/e the undersigned, being residerUs and registered voters ttf 

A Road, Ripley lownship, Ohio; vv/.s/» to seek to 
Stop tlw adverse conditiorks that will arise from tlie prttposed CSX/CR 
transai tion and mote specifically, tlie adverse impact from th*' loss of our al/Uity 
fo freely and sqfely travel our lownship, the disruplittn of local cominutucativn 
and the resulting decline in the quality of life in oar part of the Townsliip. We 
cwe also com enied about tlie increased train traffic lUtd the resulting unsafe and 
hazardous conditions for the populace that will result Jrom it. 

Tiierefore. we ask that the Trustees of Ripley lownship, Ohio pass the 
attat hed resolution cuid send it fo the Surface Transportation Board in 
Washington, D.C, at the nexl meeting of the Irustees. 

Name Address Uate 

7cO i c . . ^ i ) . . . . i /y A-. 7 



PETmON 
We the undersigned, being residerUs and registered voters of 

^ _ Road, Ripley lownship, Ohio; wish to seek to 
stop the adverse ronditions that wUl arise from tlie proposed CSX/CR 
tnuisaction and ttwre specifically, the adverse impact from the loss of our al>ility 
fo freely <ind safely travel our lownship, the disruption of local comm unic ativn 
and the resulting decline in the quality of life in our part of the Townsliip. We 
are also concerned about the increased train tniffic and tiw resulting unsafe and 
hazardous condifions for the populace that will result fmm it. 

Therefore, we ask that the Trustees of Ripley lownship, Ohio pass the 
attached resolufion and send it to the Surface Transporiation Board in 
Washington, D.C, at tlte next meeting of the Tristees. 

Name Address Date 

'/ / •;>> k-fi.Ai.f^f. 
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T . w . D E T A M O R E 
LARRY COKE 

PRODUCERS COOPERATIVE OIL MILL 

MILL LOCATION 6 S E 4TH STREET • PHONE 405/232-7555 ^ 

Post Oflice Box 26907 \ i 

OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMA 73126 , > / 

October 29, 1997 

Sur face Transpor ta t ion Board 
M r . Vernon A. W i l l i a m s , Sef:retary 
1201 C o n s t i t u t i o n Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear Mr. W i l l i a m s : 

On October 27, 1997 I received a faxed lettter from Mr. John 
Anderson, Execut ive Vice President of Sales au:̂  Market ing, CSX 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , asking for customer support from cs at Producers 
Cooperat ive O i l M i l l , Oklahoma C i t y , Ok.Tahoma m the i r CSX-NS l o m t 
a c q u i s i t i o n of C o n r a i l . 

I have w r i t t e n you p rev ious ly expressing concerns and 
o p p o s i t i o n to t h i s matter and would l i k e to r e a f f i r m our p o s i t i o n 
a t Producers Cooperative. 

Enclosed i s a copy of a l e t t e r I del ivered to Mr. Ragon 
Gen t ry of U.S. Senator James Inhoi 'e 's o f f i c e . We are p resen t ly 
s t a r t i n g another seed season, but have only purchased 150 r a i l cars 
f o r de l ivery of whole cottonseed compared to almost 1,800 l a s t 
season. The d i f f e r e n c e has had to be changed to t rucks and 
represents some 3,300 add i t iona l t ruckloads on our overcrowded 
highways. We are already experiencing r a i l r oad d i f f i c u l t i e s t h i s 
season. Our supp l i e r s are o rde r ing cars fo r loading and not 
r e c e i v i n g enough car volume tc f u l f i l l contracts m a t i m e l y 
manner. Yesterday, October 28. 1997, BNSF informed us we would not 
r e c e i v e a s w i t c h to bring cars to our plant fo r loading and 
un load ing because they did not have an engine a v a i l a b l e . Last 
season we experienced th i s same s i t u a t i o n and received demurrage 
b i l l s from BNSF t o t a l i n g over $130,000.00. We are s t i l l d i s p u t i n g 
these b i l l s f rom a service (or lack the reof ) s tandpoint . 

BNSF t e l l s us they are working on the problems and every th ing 
shou ld be be t t e r soon. I personal ly do not see much improvement' 
I f the r a i l i n d u s t r y complains about l o s t business and t h e r e f o r e 
revenue, I t h i n k they should look m the i r own backyard f o r the 
customers they fo rced to other t r anspor t a t i on modes m order tc 
s t a y i n business. Apparently, bigger i s 'iot always b e t t e r . 
Maybe i t i s t ime f o r the Federal Government to become more involved 
and enact more r e g u l a t i o n . 

Sincerely , 

Gary Conkling, T r a f f i c Manager 
Producers Co^.perative O i l M i l l 



PLEASE DELIVER TO: Mr. Gary Conkling 

TRANSPOiriMlON 
..Ohn Q Anaerson 
t x e c j i v e Vice P-esKle''* 
Sdes MofVoting 

Dear Customer 

October::. 1997 

1B/Z7/S7 
500 wcer street • ji20 

jOCtuonviUe r. 32202 

You may have rtvcnriy recti ved a letter or phone call from the Illinois Central RarfaDad asking you to join them 
m seekinu speciJ-mtercst conditions from the Surface Traiiiportaiion BoarJ tliat would affec: the joint 
atquisitiun of Conrail b> CS.X and NS. I wanted to shure our perspective with you. 

I have written to vou in the past about the benerit.s that thc CSX-NS joint acquisition of Conrail will bring to 
customers, and wanted to write aeaui to reaffirm our belief that this, without a doubt, is the most pro-
competitive railroad combination tha: ha.s c\ cr been presented to the STB or its predecessor. But one of the 
regrenabic by-prtxiuctsof merger ca.scs has beer, thc unsceiiily efforts by some earners to ime their own pockets 
at the expense ofthe combiiung raiiroadj bv assertinii c.xagiierated claims of competitne damage or financial 
harm. 

The Illinois Central (IC), which hâ  been actively contacting many CSX customers, has a history of trving to 
extract benefu.i for itself from nierj;mg raiiroads â  the price of peace. IC covets a raii line th-it CSX owns in 
Memphis, IN' ll wanLs thc federal KONcnimentto force the jansferof CSX's property basedon IC's claim that 
this property is more vaiuabie to IC than it ;s to CS.X. i ' l l let you make up your inind wheiher that's a proper 
.natter for lhe federal govemmem. 

IC is also unhappy because CSX wouldn't ^ivc them unilateral, long-term guarantees penaining to routings and 
revenue divisions guanmlees lhat would iijnure futiuc market condition.s IC demanded that we cqualue rales 
between clficicnt and inefficient rum.e.s. and liuarantee to them a revenue streiur. even if their rounng was 
circuitous or more costly tor thc customer. We will keep all IC gaieways open, and expect that much of our 
jomt-line IC iralTic will continue lo move via Ltfingham. 

We have actu civ ncuotiated in j;ood failh with IC - looking for a mutually beneficial set of arrangements In 
mv most-recent letier to ihcm. CSX souiihl lo elinunate proposed "language that would constrain our abihty to 
offer Ihc best economics lo customers, or would appear to give preferential treatment to one carrier or route..." 
Ous was not acccptible to IC. whose demands would leimpose regulauon and disrupt the workings of the 
miirketpiace bN putt.n̂ ^ m place amt'cial restrictions lhal preven cuslomers from choosing belter or less-costly 
options. 

We're hard at work building your model railroad, and look forvvard to serving sou. Should you have questions 
or need additional informauon. please feel tree to conlact a CSX sales representative. Meanwhile, we suggest 
lhal you ignoie U 's obvious grab lor a co\cmmcm-impusedadvantage. IC's self-servmgtactics shc>uld not be 
a factor ux a UioughlluJ assessment of this issue. 

Regards. 



PFTAMORE ^ ^ - ^ 
\ LARRY COKE 

PRODUCERS COOPERATIVE OIL MILL 
MILL LOCATION 6 S E 4TH STBtET PHONE 405/232-7555 

Post Oflice Bo« 26907 

OKLAHOMA CITY QKLAHOVA 73^26 

March 4, 1997. 

Surface Transportation Board 
Vernon A. Williams, Secretary 
1201 Constitution Ave. K.W. 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Board Members: 
This i e t t e r i s prompted by a request received by Producers 

Cooperative O i l M i l l February 2C. 1997 from Mr. John Q. Anderson, 
Executive Vice-President of Sales & Marketing for CSX 
Transportation. Enclosed you w i l l fmd a copy of his l e t t e r . 

My name i s Gary Conklmg. I am Transportation Manager for 
Producers Cooperative O i l M i l l m Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. During 
the past few years, we have seen mergers between the MP Railroad 
and UP Railroad and also the BN Railroad and ATSF Railroad. Our 
cc.npany i s serviced by the BN (now known as the BNSF,). 

During the past few months since the creation of the BNSF, 
there have been some devastating changes m r a i l service to our 
f a c i l i t y . Al'i the pre-merger hype was similar to the plea for 
support made by CSX/Conrail. 

For the past four years. Producers has purchased whole 
cottonseed from locations other than our normal Oklahoma/Texas area 
due to lower crop yields. During t h i s four year period, we have 
constructed a f a c i l i t y to unload r a i l c a r s to f u l f i l l our operating 
needs. Prior to the BNSF merger, thi^- arrangement worked verv 
w e l l . The BN Railroad was very cooperative ai»d w i l l i n g l y switched 
cars f or Producers twice d a i l y , seven days per week i f ar a l l 
possible. Cottonseed receipts normally s t a r t m October or 
November and continue through March to May. Basing our decisions 
on past experience and hoping the BN/ATSF merger and "improved 
service" would be true, Producers purchased approximately 1800 
boxcar loads of whole cottonseed for the 1996-97 crop season. This 
buying decision worked w e l l , u n t i l the past few weeks. I t seems 
that the more merging BNSF does, the worse service we receive. 

rioducers Cooperative O i l M i l l was informed on Saturday, 
February 22, 1997 that rather than two switches per day, seven days 
per week, we would be cut back to one switch per day Monday through 
Friday. By cutting our car flow by 64%, there i s "no way possible 
for Producers to unload the 571 cars reniainmg on contract anywhere 
near the completion date we need. On Tuesday, February 25, 1997, 
f i v e representatives for Producers, including our president, Mr! 
T.W. Detamore, met with Mr. Mike Elkins and Mr. Dave Hefley 
representing BNSF m Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Agreement was made 
on that date to continue two switches per day Monday through 
Friday, and one switch each Saturday and Sunday through completion 



of cottonseed receipts t h i s season i f at a l l possible. Since t h i s 
"agreement", BNSF has given Producers Cooperative one switch per 
day. 

At the current time, we have 75 boxcars m Oklahoma City to 
unload and another 84 boxcars enroute to our plant to await 
unloading. Our suppliers are loading boxcars d a i l y for shipment to 
Producers, and we need some help. I f there i s anything we at 
Producers Cooperative O i l M i l l can do to help remedy t h i s problem, 
please l e t us know. The circumstances involved have ce r t a i n l y put 
Producers m a bad s i t u a t i o n . Many of our operating decisions are 
made Sv^veral months to several years i n advance. We cannct 
function e f f i c i e n t l y when the rules are changed from week to week. 

In regards to the CSX,''ConraiI merger, ^ f i t i s anything l i k e 
the BN/ATSF merger, I would strongly disapprove. Rather than 
"fa s t , f l e x i b l e , and r e l i a b l e " with "long-term benefits to 
customers", the new BNSF seems t y p i c a l big business with very,very 
l i t t l e customer oriented thought. 

Sincerely, 

Gary Ccnkling 
Producers Cooperative O i l M i l l 



T W DETA l i pRE . ^ ^ . 
^ - . LARRY COKE 

PRODUCERS COOPERATIVE OIL MILL 
M - - . • -•• PHOfJE 4C-. ^ - . s 

POSI Office Bo» 26907 
OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMA 73126 

May 22, 19S7. 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

RE: Rail Traiisportation Problems a. Producers Cooperative Oil M i l l 

Since the BN/ATSF merger into the BNSF Railroad we, at 
Producers Cooperative O i l M i l l , Oklahoma City. Oklahoma, have 
encountered several new t r a f f i c problems that c.re of great concern 
to our operations. 

On March 14, 1997 one of the clerks for BN.'F at Ft. Worth, 
Texas faxed to Producers Coop a l e t t e r and l i . - t of telephone 
numbers which were to beccme e f f e c t i v e March 23, 1997. On that 
date our contacts were transferred from Ft. Worth, T'.. o s tc Topeka, 
Kansas. The clerk faxing t h i . information enclosed a cover l e t t e r 
s t a t i n g "Your Advance Copy". On March 27, 1997, I called one of 
our account representatives and asked i f he had any other telephone 
numbers that would be useful to Producers Coop. He m turn, faxed 
another l i s t of new contacts and telephone numbers. Were i t not 
for these two faxes. Producers Cooperative would s t i l l not have 
current telephone numbers and contacts for our d a i l y business 
needs. 

Also, on March 23, 1997, the BNSF o f f i c e at Oklahorria City, 
Oklahoma was converted to a new computer program. As of today, 
A p r i l 4, 1997, the clerk we deal with l o c a l l y has not received 
t r a i n i n g on the new system. He cannot r e t r i e v e a l i s t of cars and 
t e l l us which cars are m Oklahoma City or on which track the cars 
may cr may not be located. This computer problem i s obviously not 
l i m i t e d to fhe Oklahoma City area. 

At the present time, we are unloading boxcars of whole 
cottonseed at Oklahoma City. During the current cottonseed season. 
Producers Cooperative O i l M i l l w i l l unload approximately 1,800 box 
car leads of cottonseed. During t h i s same season we w i l l ship 
approximately 600 carloads of products out of Oklahoma City. Today 
there are 141 boxcars m Oklahoma City to be unloaded and another 
37 boxcars enroute to Producers Coop. There are also another 70 
cars to be released to us when BNSF can handle the t r a f f i c . On 
March 28, 1997 Dave Helfley, BNSF Trainmaster m Oklahoma City, 
c a l l e d asking us to stop releases of loaded cars because t h e i r yard 
was "plugged". We have since stopped releases. However, exis t i n g 
contracts for cottonseed to be shipped to us cannot be ccmpleted as 
w r i t t e n with shipments stopped. We pr -ently are converting as 
Puany shipments as possible to truck loads to t r y to f u l f i l l those 
contracts. Enclosed i s a l i s t of seed cars enroute to Producers 
Coop showing release dates and a r r i v a l at Oklahoma City dates. 
Demurrage could very possibly be a major problem to Producers i f 



assessed on these cars. 1 have also enclosed a copy of a l e t t e r 
w r i t t e n to Mr. Robert Krebs, BNSF President regarding t h e i r new 
demurrage provisions e f f e c t i v e June 1, 1996. Also enclosed i s a 
copy of a l e t t e r dated March 3 , 1997 to Mr. Vernon A. Williams, 
Secretary, Surface Transportation Board, Washington, DC expressing 
some of the problems and concerns faced by Producers Cooperative 
O i l M i l l . 

Since the s h i f t m service to Topeka, Kansas, car movement has 
been a disaster. You w i l l also f i n d enclosed a copy of a l e t t e r 
from Mr. Jack Goetz, Goetz and Sons, Inc. dated March 26, 1997 
regarding a shipment we made for "heir company on March 19, 1997. 
This shipment was to a new customer for Mr. Goetz and they are not 
pleased. 

Producers Cooperative manufactures about 200,000 pounds of 
cottonseed o i l per day and depends p r i m a r i l y on r a i l transportation 
for t h i s o i l . At our f a c i l i t y , we ccin store approximately 
3,000,000 pounds of cottonseed o i l awaiting shipment. Tank car 
movements are by far the primary means of cottonseed o i l shipment 
from our location. With a l l of the computer problems experienced 
by BNSF since t h e i r changeover to Topeka, tank car movement 
problems have escalated dramatically. Dur.ing the past weeks we 
have had to struggle to get empty tank cars to our plant to avoid 
shut-down. Several instances of tank car delays have been 
encountered causing problems for us as woll as our customers. 
Enclosed i s alsc a copy of b i l l i n g on a car we released to C&T 
Foods, Quincy, IL which apparently went from Oklahoma City to 
Tulsa, Oklahoma and back twice before being co r r e c t l y routed. 

I t seems that since the merger and especially since the 
tra n s f e r of service to Topeka, every car movement has to be 
c a r e f u l l y watched m order tc insure a r r i v a l at destination points. 
Rail movements that used to be accomplished m one day, m many 
instances, now take three to four days. 

On March 31, 1997, I placed a telephone c a l l to Mr. Robert 
Krebs, President BNSF and was t o l d he was tr a v e l i n g . My c a l l was 
then tr a n s f e r r e d to Mr. Don McGumess, Executive Vice-President of 
Operations, BNSF. Mr. McGuiness was i n a meeting, but my c a l l was 
returned by another gentleman i n his o f f i c e . Concerns were 
expressed and I was assured BNSF would look into the matters 
discussed and t r y to remedy any problem areas. 

Much of our business and success at Producers Cooperative 
depends on r a i l service. I hope that i n the near future, BNSF 
transformation problems are resolved, and our r a i l operations m 
Oklahoma City return to a workable s i t u a t i o n . Continued operation 
between Producers Cooperative and BNSF are c r i t i c a l . 

Sincerely, 

Gary Conkling, Trcl^fic Manager 
Producers Cooperative Oil M i l l 
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Lehigh Valley 
^ ECONOMIC ^ 

DE\.'ELOPMENT CORPORATION 

October 28. 1097 

The Honorable \'ernon A Williams. Secretarv 
Surface Transportation Fioard 
Washington, DC" 20423 

Dear Mr Williams: 

As a member ofthe Economic Development Council ofthe I.ehigh Vailey. 1 wish to uo 
on record with the Surface Transponation Fioard on the matter ofthe proposed division of 
Conrail between CSXT Transportation and Norfolk Southern Railway 

I ho terms ofthe hJ76 creation of (i>nrail .states that ( P Rail and its predecessor 
F)elaw arc & Hudson Railv\a\ are precluded from pro\ iding ser\ ict to other shippers 
within the region although its trains operate along both the I.ehigh and Reading main 
lines Thus, CP Rail serves onlv the Bethlehem Steel Corporation in Hethlehem and its 
associated Philadelphia, Bethlehem and New F-ngland Railroad, and the Lehigh \ alley 
relies on Conrail fbr its system of main lines and branch lines 

The presence of competitix e rail access in the F.ehigh \ allev would truK enhance our 
economic \iabilit\ I he ciMiipetitncncss \sould augment our efTorts Jo attract new 
business to the area as well as our etTorts to retain exisiing businesses Therefori". we 
respectfuliv request ihat thc Surface l ransportation Board impose conditions on -he 
application, which would increase the competitive rail access within the l,ehigh X'allev 
One means of providing '.in- improv ed SCIMCC \\Y.\\ include granting CP Rail rights to 
serv e additional shippers 

Sincerely. 

T̂j'̂ '̂.a-̂  ^ . 
Thomas .X Kucharski 
President & C 0 0 
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KOCHER COAL CO. 
POBOX 127 ^ ! f l f ^ ) 

_VALLEY VIEW, PA 17983 
PHONE (717^682-3181 

October 20, 1997 

The Honorable Vemon A. Williams 
Surface Transportation Board 
Vlcrcur>' Building #711 
192^. KStreet N.W. 
WashinjTon, DC 20433-0001 

Dear Sec. Williams: 
RE: Finance Docket 33388 

KOOiER COAL COMPANY SHIPS LARGE VOLUMES OF ANTHRACITF 
COAL AND ASH BY RAIL AND IS WRITING TO URGE YOU TO HELP US. 

Dealing with railroads can be extrenicl) frustrating. If you don't like the sen ice or 
ratc you get you have no allematixes. We have only one pnmar\ rail pro\ ider, 
C"onrail - we need more! 

Our conpany will ship appro.ximately 2,(X)0 plus railcars of coal .'ish and anthracite 
coal in 1998. We could potentially ship many more if our short line (Reading. Blue 
Mountain and Nonhem Railroad) interchanged with not onl\ Conrail but also with 
ihc Delaw aie Hudson Railroad at Taylor. If there are other potential railroad 
interchanges with RBMR we want you to grant all of ihcm. 

C^ompctition has improved the phone industry, the airline industrv' and will improxe 
lhe electric utilit>' industrx' in the future. Competition will sure!\ inpro\e the 
railroad mdustiy. RBMR cannot be a captixe camer beholden to the discretioniuy 
decision making of one laige railroad (Conrail). 

I , George FHas, business manager for Kocher Coal Companx. declare under penaltv' 
o f pcrjurx lhat the foregoing is true and conect. 

Best reuards 

Georue Elias 
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Brotherhood ofi . 
Locomotive Engineers ^tfffl/jf.N^A 
MASSACHUSETTS STATE LEGISLATIVE B O A R I V S I ^ Q ' F S D V l r > 

"97 • n, 

( . i^A' 

v ia fax Cranstr.ittal 

October 21. iM<J" 

1 iikia .1. Mori:.tn. ( luur 

.Surface I rai isportatmi i fioard 

1̂ 2̂5 K Strcci. N .W. 

Washmulon. 1)( 2o4:."^•l 101 

RI l inance Docket \ o .̂ '̂ '̂ SS 

1 )car ( iiair Murga i i : 

Please accept th is subiiiis^u.ii o f the Brotherhood o f Locomot ive 1 nmneers 
Massachusetts Slate LcLjislalne Board (Hi I M A S1.B> on behalf o f our members in thc 
Commonwealth o f MassachuseUs. 

1 lie Bl 1 M A Sl B strongly urges the Surface Transportation Bo.ird ( S I B ) to disapprt)\ e 
the takeover ot ( o n r a d b\ CSXT and Nor to lk Southern (NS | because the safet\ o f r a i l 
ei,iplo\ee> and the genera! public w i l l be pul al risk as has happened in the Wesiern 
iegioii> ol our e o u n U \ toilowing tiie merger o f l h e l n i o n Paeitlc ( I P ) and Souihem 
Pacific (SP) r a d i o . \ t l c r conducting a safel\ audit o f l h e new enormous I P s\stem. 
the f edet.il Rai l ro.u l Adii i;. iMralion (1 R, \ l concluded thai the nierger conlr ibuied to the 
I P^ recent serious satet> problenis We do nol wish to see simi lar safetv concems 
de\e'io|-i lh ilie i a^ i . i i iel i i i ' i i iu Mas>aellU^eii>. it'C'SXT diiu NS aii. a l lowed lo ^pl l l•up liie 
Conrail >\siem Sateix problems are inevitable after larger mergers since operating 
emplovees. i nc lud ing 1 otoniotivc l ngmeers. nuist learn new lerritories whi le adaptim: lo 
new operating i i i le^ .md superv ISIHA piocedurcs 

Indeed. C S X I . v \ l i ieb st.iiids to takeiuet Conr-uTs Massaciiusetts" lmes. has recently 

been severelv eluist ised h; 1 RA in a report crit ical o' lls operatmg practices C S X l was 

lor-'cd lo p.iv some S'^I^O.MI,;) m tines tor s.itetv VK^lalions found bv f R . \ !; (. SXT 

c.innot s.itelv run i ls alieadv tar-llung svsic ' i i . tuwv wil l ii handle the additional ' onrail 

li.ick.iL;e w l n d i w i l l ere.itc .! 4.s.(iiiu mile ra i l io . id ; in addilion. we are concemed that lhe 

C SX I takeover may adverselv nnpael the .Anilruk and M B l . A commuter rail passenger 



ser\ice which w i l l opeiaie over CSXT tracks in Massachusetts, especially in light o f t h e 
abovc-menlioned crit ical 1 R.\ sale!) report. 

While the Bl 1 M A Sl B argues tliat safelv should be the STB's chief focus in its scrutiny 
ol tins proposed transaclion. there are other reasons w h \ wc have grave concerns about 
thc wisdom ol approv ing such a takeover. Despite thc claims o f CSXT . it does not 
appear that competit ion w i l l be enhanced in Massachusetts and other Northeastern states 
as a result o\ this takeover In Massachusetts, thc proposed transaction wou ld simply 
exchange ( SX I for ( onrai l . one large monopoly rail camer for another' In f ad , a 
coalition il Nortiieast Covemors is worried that C S X f mav even be a 'stronuer 
monopolist' than Conrai l . 

The BIT \ T \ SI B also fears that the CSXT takeover nia> adversely affect rai! 
employees m Massachusetts Al though the CSXT Operatine Plan does nol shew any loss 
ol Locomotive 1 iigineei jobs m Massacluisetts mit ia l lv. wc are concerned that after the 
takeover )s .ipproved. CX ! mav decide lo sell o l f the so-called "Bo'-Um (Tuster" branch 
lines to non-union, 'non-earner ' railroads, therebv causing thc overmeht loss o f many 
uDKMi locomot ive l ingmeer p.)s,iions U e ask that the S I B detenmne i f CSXT is 
committed to operating the entire ( onr. il svstem m Massachusetts, includmg branch 
lines .is w ell .1- 'he main Boston .\lb.mv h.ie 

I he .s 1 B h.is tile .Kilhority to approve or di.sapprove this takeover ft must make safelv Us 
primarv locus, .ilie.id ol .ill .nher con eriis In the W est, the I P-SP meruer has resulted 
in a huge svsteni plagued bv serious sjielv tlefieieneics atul mnv. m the f-asi. CSXT. one 
ot the carriers pursing Conra i l , has been reprimanded b> I RA tor its own poor safetv 
record Ihe earriers s.i\ thev are c o m m f e d to safet.v first, but their perlormance does nol 
support that el.iini I he S I B has grounds to leiect this takeover based on the .sail I P-SP 
c\perience ami now. on CSX 1 's subp.ir s.iletv pertornianee. 

On behall o! I o .omot ive Lngmeers m M.issachusetts and ui the interest o f pubhe safetv 
whieli IS Olll Bo.ud', . misMon. we ask lhat the S l H dis.ipprove the proju.sed t.ikeover of 
Conrail bv CSX I .iiul NS, 

Smcerelv. 

' . I Neu m.m. 

( h.iirmali 

M.issaehuselts St.uo I egislaiive Board 

25" I lersev Street 

llmeh.ini. MA ojoA^i 
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î urfacE {Transportation iBoarfi 
naat^ington. H.iL. 20423 0001 

(Office of M|t (Ctiaimuin 

October 21. 1997 

Ms. Page A. Matherly 
Merrber 
Franklin County Board of Supervisors 
1117 Hatchett Road 
Penhooi vA 24137 

Dear Ms. Matherly: 

Thank you for your letter expressing the concems of Frankhn County. \'irginia, regarding 
thc proposal by CSX and Norfolk Southem (NS) to acquire control of Conrail and to divide 
certain assets of Conrail betw een the two acquinng railroads The Surface Transportation Board 
(Board) has docketed this proceedmg as STB Finance Docket No. 33388. 

As you may know, thc Board has adopted a 350-day procedural schedule for deciding the 
merits ofthe control applicat;on filed in this proceeding. .A 350-day schedule, the Board 
concluded, w ill provide tor both a full and fair opportunity for all interested parties to participate 
in the proceeding and a timely resolution ofthis case. The Board published notice of its 
acceptance ofthe application in the Federal Register on July 23, 1997, settmg a due date for 
public coniments of October 21, 1997. If you would like to present your v iews more fonnally on 
thc record for this proceeding, you may w ish to contact thc Board's Office of Public Serv ices at 
202-565-1592 for information on that process. Because this proceeding is pending before the 
Board, it would be inappropnate for me to comment further on the specific ments oflhe case. 

I am having your letter made a part of the public docket in this proceeding. I appreciate 
your interest in this matter, and i f l may be of further assistance, plea.se do not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Sincerely. 

Linda J. Morgan 
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PAGF A. MATHERLY 
1117 HutcheLt Road 
Penhook, VA 24 1.37 

(540)576 2987 

September 30, 1997 

The Honorable Linda J. ' qan, Chairman o 
U. S. Surfacf. Transpo; ,i >n Beard 2: ' 
1925 K • , NW 
Wash i nqt (,̂n , DC 20423 

RE: Finance Dockot. No. 33388: CSX/Norfolk Southern - C o n t r o l & 
f'! • • ' : •''! Leases and Agreements C o n r a i l In<~. and 
(•"I .ited R a i l C o r p o r a t i o n 

Dear Kadam Chair: 

I 
CSX 

As a membei 
am ar'O'ply '-ITI 

and N( 
i ! 

1 \ or.-

As you 
t i 11, i IU • t • t i l f 

' »• redu 
i e r wi 

knov.-
pui 

1 • 
I I ; 

t tl. 
!i (,,'Ul , '.Ul.... 

1 rite i ncrease 

companies, t.t 

o l t t l . ' l u l , . 
'; • ' ' \'a 1 , 11 I 11 i 

t n mtM>t i t. 
•,. 1 i 

' 'he Board of Supervisors of F r a n k l i n County, VA, 
; about the proposed break-up of C o n r a i l by the 

. t t l ' i n r a i l r o a d s . The r e s i d e n t s of F r a n k l i n County 
• rurchase of C o . i r a i l by NS and CSX. 
. ;•• s e c t o r of our p o p u l a t i o n i s 

depeniiiit) 1 f , low cost r a i l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

Ns riTvi rsx are a c q u i r i n g a huge debt i n order t o 
• ion of C o n r a i l . That debt w i l i have 

bf db.sured of long term success. The 
pted t o increase t r e i g h t r a t e s i n order t o 

.;!! have a s e r i o u s n e g a t i v e 
1 be fo r c e d t o absorb 
f o r t h e i r s h a r e h o l d e r s , 

• r s , reducing t h e i r 
;.3 are good f o r the 

ployees. 

ncrease i r. t a; 
, . The coni[.>cin i. 
t fius reduc inq i i 
;< to t f - • 
• r i t I :. 

or th' 

plans submitted by NS and CSX are not a guarantee 
1 ' 1 CUl 

l i t t l . 

r a i l r o a d . Once the STB gives i t s 
i r r i e r from changing the o p e r a t i n g 
t a c t i s t h a t s h i p p e r s , communities 

' ciurse t o ch a l l e n g e the a c t i o n s of the 

reaso . :• ;;r community, d i s r u p t i n g our 
re and longer t r a i n s c o u l d 

:.nol trom responding f a s t enough 
C o n r a i l v . - i l l put our c i t i z e n s a t 



The Honorable Linda J. Morgan, Chairman September 30, 1997 
U S. Surface Transportation Board Page 2 
Washington, DC 20423 

Worst of a l l , oui community w i l l see s i g n i f i c a n t job losses, 
w i t h correspondir.g losses of consumer spending and tax revenues. 
According to thc operating plans submitted by NS and CSX, we w i l l 
lose good paying jobs i n our community. 

r t i s not in the best i n t e r e s t of the residents of Fra n k l i n 
County, VA for t h i s transaction to be approved. The fut u r e of the 
companies that operate i n our County and State has a tremendous 
impact on the l i v e s of our c i t i z e n s . Therefore i t is not i n the 
fuib-lic's i n t e r e s t f or t h i s transaction to be approved and I urge the 
STB to r e j e c t the propcsed break-up of Conrail by NS and CSX. 

Sincerely, 

Page A. M^.'tberly 

PAM/pmb 
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Economic Development Council of the ^,ehigh Valley 

October 17, l^w? 

T he I lonorable Vcmon .\ W ilhains. Secretarv 
S i i r t j i - c Transportation Board 
\ \ a sh ing ton . D f 2n4: > 

D e a r M r Williams 

T l u r.conomic Development Council of the Lehiiih \'al!c\ a consoma of all thc economic development 
agencv protcssionals in Lehigh and Northa.nipton ( ountv. wishes to t'c> on record with thc Surface Transportation Board 
o n t l i c matter oftlie proposed div isio.i of Conraii betvveen CSXT Transportation and No.Tolk Southem Railwav 

TTK- Lehigh \'allev is ser\ed b\ Conraii bv a svstem of main lines and branch lines CP Rail is the onlv other 
cla-^s 1 carrier searng our region However, their service is limited to the Bethlehem Steel Corporation in Bethlehem 
a n d Its assiviat.d Philadelphia, Bethlehem and New l.ngkuid R.ulroad I ndet the temis of the l'-'76 creation of Conrail, 
C 1' K a i l and its predecessor Delaware & Hudson Railwav arc precluded from providing service to olher shippers within 
t i i c r eg ion altiiough its trains operate along buth the Lehigh main line and Reading mam line 

\ \ c believ^- lhat tlic p i ^ ^ j i u . vt . ,-;;,;K',it; \ . .ue.--^ i:i 'lic I ehigh N'allev vvould enhance our econ imic 
V l a b i l i t v 1 iie cuiiipetitiveness would avcrue both to our agencv s etlons to attract new husiness lo the area as well as 
o u r etTorts to iet..in existing businesses Wc feel tnat the need for gmxi. competitive rail senice is particulariv crucial to 
the I .chu'h \';:lie. iii iew of t iu recent plienumenai growth ofthe wareli.Msuig and distribution facilities, as numerous 
eon ipan ies have clio.seii to use l .cii igli \'alle\ locations as their hast ( o.i,^! di^iributio!i centers Competitive rail access 
w o u l d allow these market decisions to be fullv realized 

The draft operations infomiatiiMi .vlueh has beer, made available to ws indicate that all of thc proposed Conrail 
s c r \ ICC in the l.eiugli \ allev vvould be via tr.iekage rights over the currentlv out of .service Bethlehem branch .•Xs such, 
t hc plans, as [)fLse;itK nropr-cd. do luit improve competitive lail .leeess in the Lcliigh X'allev Therefore, we respectfullv 
regiie.st that the .su;i.K\ 1 i . i i is | iortition H...11J Hn[Vsi. coiidiliinis on the a[i[>lic,itioii \shich wi>uld increase the 
con iMcl i t ive lail â ees-. within the l.eliigli \ allev One mcvUis ot providing ;his improved service mav include granting 
C"i ' R a i l lights to seive additional shippers 

Smcerelv, 

. Jvihii M C >ok 

(hainnan 

Me!!ibaNhi[- .'• ] I K i ciitgd \a:iev 

Jo l in Ausieii 
\S a> lie H.ir/ 
R ie l i a rd Bullinger 
Je>lin F^iieliticit 
M a r v Ann Buiigcr' 

James Hurii--
Cliristme C le 
J.iek Cook 
( .iiiJ.Ke ( line 
N.iiiCN n!;..i4iiiat 
J Michael Dowd 

Dl.m. \ Mliutt 
er Sara Oieer 

John ' ' r; -IU ivks 
t'.i.h.ird lierbst 
.•Vnthonv laiielli 
Michael Kaiscr 

T1K>IH.IN K.ii.li.irski 

Tlioiuas Molir 
Edward Murniv 
Edith Rilier 
John Rohal 
T!IOIU::J aluughnessv 

Janet Sinilli 
Grovcr Siaiiibrook 
Janet Slambrook 
L.irrv .Strain 
Donna Taggan 
Roben VS endt 

( )nc South 3rd St.. I'O Hox 6.^~, Kasum. r.4 18044-063" Phone: 610 :53-4:i3 F.4.\: 610 233-6114 


