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Surface (Transportation Soarb 
Waehington. fi.O:. 20423-0001 

FiLE IN DOCK 

(OfTicc of U|t <£i|ainnan 

July 14, 1998 

Mr. Tim Cox 
TransportalionT)istribution Manager 
James Hardie Gypsum 
794 Hwy 369 N. 
P.O. Box 509 
Nashville, AR 71852 

Dear Mr. Cox: 

Thank you for your leiter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential adverse efTect on 
public safety and customer service resulting from the proposed Cily of Cleveland allemalive lo 
"flip" the lines belvveen CS.X and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS lo acquire Conrail. the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review oflhe potential environmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland sludy leams to 
focus Its review and analysis ofthe unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of vanous routing altematives through the Cleveland 
arca. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
informaiion available lo date, consulting with appropnate agencies, and fully considering all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of vanous routing altematives and 
recommended mitigation to address environmenta! impacls. In its final decision, the Board 
would have laken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At ils June 8 open v ,,ing conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the appiication w ith certain conditions. In accordance 
with the requesi ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor White 
and Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letier and my response made a part ofthe public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 



Apnl 7. 1998 

1 hc Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
.Surface I ranspc^rlalion Hoard 
1925 KStreet. KW 
Washmglon. D C 20423 
Fa.\ (202) 565-9015 

James Hardie 
Gypsum 

James Hardie Gypsum 

794 Hwv 369 N 
PO .3ox sn-? 
Nar^hvillp AR /1B52 

Telephone (800) 753-1123 
(870) 645-7100 

Fax (870) 845-7195 

Subject; Conrail Integrauon - Cleveland OH 
CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southern Corporation 

Honorable Chairman; 

We are concerned aboul the dialogue surrounding the Citv of Cleveland. 
Ohio and the city's proposal to re-draw the original operating plan 
tiuough the city 

CSX 1 ransportation iCSX) and Norfolk Souihern (>SC) have proposed a 
workable plan lhat minimizes congestion and offers reliable service into 
and around Cleveland. 

Our concern is the overall impacl this •'re tooling" will have on the 
smooth and timely integrauon of C onrail properties - which we supporl 

.lames Hardie Gypsum believes CSX and NS have the expertise and 
functional capacity lo make The original plan work to the benelii ofal l 
involved - the communities, the earners and the shipping public. Wc 
eannot afford service disruptions f>r incrca.sed costs lo our CMeveland 
markels during the integration process. 

Wc buppon the CSX \ S operating plan as originally proposed to the 
Surface I r.in.'iponalion Board. 

o 
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Respectfully. -

I im Cox ' 

1 ransportalion ; Distribulion Manager 

TOO® K.isd.\D aiaavH s3K>r £8Ti sts OiS rVi 61 iO 03* 8680 tO 



f^lf^ James Hanie 
\^iH Gypsum 

James Hardie Gypsum 

794 Hwv 369 N 
PO Box sng 
Nashvillp AR 71852 

retephone (800) 75a-11?3 
(870)845-7100 

Fax (370) 845 7195 

I 
cc: The Mon. Rodney Slater 

Secretary 
Department ot Transportaiion 
400 7ih Streei, SW 
Washington. D.C 2U590 
Fax (202) 366-7202 

The Hon Jolene Molitori.s 
Administiator 
1-ederal Railway .Adminislralion 
1120 Vermont Avenue. NW 
7lh I loor 
W'ashmgton. D.C 20005 
Fax (202) 632-3700 

1 he Hon. George Voinovich 
Govemor 
Slate of Ohio 
77 S IlighStrect 
30th floor 
Columbus. OH43266 
Fax (614)466-9354 

Mr .i.ihn Q .Anderson 
Chief CommercialOfTiter 
CSX 1 ransponation -jI20 
500 Water Streci 
Jacksonville. FL32202 
Fax(904)359-7674 

£6ii sts oifi Yvi 06 io aa* se so lo 



Surface (Transpurtation iSoarb 
ffaahitigton. H.d. 20423 0001 

FILE IN 0.:.: 

lOfflK of tift (£hairmnn 

July 14, 1998 

Mr. Steve Herzic 
Logistics Manager, Distribution 
Montgomery Ward 
Corporate Office 
Montgomery Ward Plaza 
Chicago, IL 60671 

Dear Mr. Herzic: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the polential adverse effect on 
public safety and customer service resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemative lo 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you rr ay know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review of the 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review ofthe polential environmental impacls associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisilion. SEA w as fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents aiid businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also fonned special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus ils review and analysis oflhe unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, 
including the advaniages and disadvantages of various routing altematives ihrough the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, review ing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropriaie agencies, and fully considering all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of vanous ro' ..ig altematives and 
recommended mitigation to address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken inlo consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
commenls and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998. at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argumenl in the Conrail acqui 'tion proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow, Chainnan. President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreemeni regarding mitigalion of adverse effects ihat are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisilion. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application w iih certain conditions. In accordance 
with the rcquest ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor White 
and Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 



..•4 
Corpormt« OfficM 

Mont4om«ry Wvd 
Corporata Off»M 
Mont9otn*ry Ward Plan 
Chicago DJuunsttOe?! 
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March .11, 19«>8 

The Honorable Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transporuuon Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Suae X2U 
Washington, DC 2(W23 
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Dear Ms Morgan 

1 am wntmg to cxpress SC.TOUS concern;,.-yarding recent actions bv the cUv of (Mcvdand lhat would 
severely adversely affect the many benefits i: it could accrue lo shippers bv the acquisiUon of Conrail by 
CSX and the Norfolk .Southern ^ 

The substantial benelits projected Ibr castAvĉ sl shippers bv the CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) iioi|uisition of 
Connul arc pui at senous nsk bv a filing ihc cily of Clevt̂ and has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (ST B) Th,; threat of another operational debacle, such as the one expenenced reccnth in the 
Houston area as ihc result of the Union Pacific mcrgcr with the Southem Pacific, exists if tlic STB adopts 
the proposals put forth in llie Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail assets lo ensure that both CSX and 
NS ate provided with ca.st/wcst mam lines that ensure the free flow oflrafTic without conflict from the 
other railroad s operatioas Only in this way can CSX and NS secure enhanced service, better transit 
umes, and balanced competition for customers m the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the 
S IB accomplished lhat goal 

11.C Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines in Cleveland. esscntialK proposing 
thai the SIH assign toCSXthclmcs previously assigned to NSand vice versa This flip • guaraniccs 
•hai every .asiywesl train operated by ather CSX or NS. should the proposed Uansaction bc approved 

" in confbct with the wher railroad llus flip.' and the inherent conflict it cTcatcs will rcsult in a 
• unproivvmcnu promised by the transacuon In fact should the "flip be 

^ — rail customers will sec transit times iacrruc comparod to what s 
•cntcd lodiiy 

To n̂ solv̂  ,h,s inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-m.lc long "ll>^^, or overhead bndge 
that would cost in excess of $ 1 .s<) million and ukc a mimmum of four vcais to design and build 
Assuming the flip were necessary which wc do not believe, and that the monev was available the ivw-
year conaruuion penod for the Oy^^r" - with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing cast HCSL 
norihjndsouth-wouldbcdevastaungtoenicicm rail operauons In short, the creationofaSthcr 
HoiBtoa with the repeated service failures that have been felt nationwide, w.ll occur in the East under 

t kv'cland s propos.1 umw 

Montgomery Ward 



Sliould the flip be adopted and serv ice quality affected nalhcf railroad will bcaWc to compete 
ellcctivelv with trucks. rcsulUng in lost opportunity lo relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains CSX estimates alone idenufy morc than eight million Uuck miks to be divcrtod 
nom highv.ays to the rails on an annual basis in the greater Cleveland arca 

? ^ v l ! f ? ^ ' ' " °^ ' " ^ ^"^ ^^"""^ ê '̂ '''-̂  Cleveland as onginallv proposed in the 
Li>?iJNb filing with the STB represents the most effective means of achieving the ot̂ cctivcs ofthe 
transacuon and maximi/ing the puWic benefits lor botb the national and local interests 

Please assist as in ensunng that .he concerns ofthe shippmg communitv arc not lost m amving at a 
s^ution in Cleveland Wc v*oold appreciate your doing cvervthing vou can to ensure that the substanual 
benefiu Uuit would rcsult from the Conrail acquisition arc rcali/«} and that shipping nightmares like 
those that have occurnad m Houston are avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, 

Mcve Her/ic 
Logistics Manager, Distribution 
Montgomery Ward 

cc. The Honorable Rodney Slater. Secretary , DOT 
The Honorable Jolenc Molitons, AdminisUator. FRA 
The Honorable (icorgc Voinovich. Gov ernor, Sutc of Ohio 
Mr John Q Anderson. Chief Commercial Officer, ( SX I ransportation 
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Surface Sranfiportation Uoarb 
WaBliington. B.O:. 2D423-0DD1 FILE \K D. 

July 14,1998 

Mr. Kurt Pruitt 
Westem Regional Manager 
Buyers and Shippers Enterprises, Inc. 
12500 E. Slauson .Avenue 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-2658 

Dear Mr. Pruitt: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems ahout the potential adverse effect on 
public safety and customer serv ice resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemativ e to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS lo acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review ofthe potential environmental impacts associated 
W'th the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study leams to 
focus ils review and analysis of the unique environmenlal impacts and concems in this area, 
inc'uding the advantages and disadvantages of various rouiing altematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, review ing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropriate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmenlal Impacl Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998. 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of vanous routing ahematives and 
recommended mitigalion to address environmental impacls. In its final decision, the Board 
vvould have taken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
commenls and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, al the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisilion proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael WTiite and 
Mr. John Snow, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX. announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adv erse effects that are specific lo the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application wilh certain conditions. In accordance 
with the request ofthe parties, the Board will mcorporate the agreement between Mayor WTiite 
and Mr. Snow into its final w ritten decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest m this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 
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FILE IN c: 

SeaHLand company 

Buyers and Shippers Enterprises. Inc. 
12500 E Slcmson Avenue 
Unit B-3 
Scmta Fe Springs. CA 90670-2658 
(310) 945-9390 
(310) 945-6190 (Fax) 

May 27, 1998 

o 
rc 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 

Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear: Hon. Linda Morgan: 

I am writing to express serious concems regarding recent actions by the city of Cleveland 
that would severely affecl the many benefits that could accrue lo shippers by the 
acquisition of Conraii by CSX and the Norfolk Souihem. 

The substantial benefits projected for east/west shippers b\ the CSX/Norfolk Southem 
(NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious risk by a filing the city of Cleveland has 
made to the Surface Transportaiion Board (STB), fhe threat of another operational 
debacle, such as the one experienced recently in the Houston area as the result ofthe 
Union Pacific merger vvith the Southem Pacific, exisis ifthe STB adopts the proposals 
put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One ofthe primarv goals oflhe transaction is to allocate the Conrail assets to ensure lhat 
both CSX and NS are provided with easf vvest main lines that ensure the free flow of 
traffic without conflict from the other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX 
and NS securc enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced compelition for 
customers in the Northeasi and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB accomplished that 
goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines in Cleveland, 
essentially proposing that the STB assign lo CSX the lines previously assigned to NS and 
vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that everv easi/west train operaled by either CSX or 
NS, should the proposed transaction be approved, will mn in conflict with the other 



railroad. This "flip." and the inhe.ent conflict it creates, will result in a degradation ofthe 
service improvemenls promised by the Iransaclion. In fact, .should the "flip" be adopted, 
currenl Conrail east/west rail customers will see transit limes increase compared to what's 
experienced today. 

To resolve this inherent conflici, Cleveland has propo.sed a 2-mile long "fly-over," or 
overhead bridge, lhal would cost in excess of $150 million and take a minimum of four 
years to design and build. Assuming the "flip'" were necessa-y. which we do not believe, 
and that the money was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable Iraffic cirfews and truin queuing east. west, north and south - would be 
devastating to efficient rail operations. In short, the creation of another "Houslon," with 
the repeated service failures lhal have been fell nationwide, will occur in the East under 
Cleveland's proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither railroad will be able to 
compete as effeclively with Imcks. resulting in lost opportunity to relieve traffic 
congestion and make important environmentai gains. CSX esiimates alone identify more 
than eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails on an annual 
basis in the [-'rcater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic ihrough greater Cleveland as originally 
proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB represenls the most-effective means of 
achiev ing the objectives of the transaciion and maximizing the public benefits for both 
the national and iocal interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communitv are not lost in 
arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would appreciate your doing everything you can 
to ensure that the substantial benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are 
realized and that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincere 

'^urt Pruitt ^ 
Westera Regional Manager 

cc: 
cc: 
cc: 
cc: 

The Hon. Rodney Slater 
The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
The Hon. (ieorge Voinovich Govemor 
Mr. John Q. Anderson 



Surface (Transportation Soarb 
Waalitngton. B.O:. 2D423-0DD1 

(Strict of tt)( Cliainiuin 

FILE L 

July 14, 1998 

Mr. Anthony Dameho 
Aqua-Gulf Transport, Inc. 
600 West Hillsboro Blvd. 
Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 

Dear Mr. Damelio: 

Thank you for your letier expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the polenlial adverse effect on 
public safety and customer service resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review of the potential environmental impacrs associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA w as fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem lo the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeasi Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus its review and analysis ofthe unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of various routing altematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available lo dale, consulting with appropnate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impacl Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of vanous routing altematives and 
recommended mitigation to address environmenlal impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have laken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day oflhe Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow , Chairman. President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding miligalion of adverse effecls lhat are specific lo the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisit'on. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board appioved the application with certain conditions. In accordance 
w Ith the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor White 
and Mr. Snow into ils final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have > our letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. 1 appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Lmda J. Morgan 



AQUA-GULF TRANSPORT, INC. 
600 West Hillsboro Blvd. 

Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 
Phone: (954) 420-0222 

Fax: (954) 420-0889 

March : î >98 
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The Hon l.inda Morgan '-^Z 
Chairman , , 
Surface Transportation Board 
192> K Street, NW o 
Suite 820 o • 
Washington. D C 2042 > x. =§ 

Dear Linda. 

I am writing to express serious concerns regarding: recent action by the city of Clevaland 
that vvould severely adversely affect the many benefits that could accme to shippers by the 
acquisition of Conrail by CSX and the Nortolk Soulhem 

The substantlai benefils projected for east west shippers by the CSX/Norfolk Southern 
(NS) acquisition of Conran are put at serious nsk by a filing the city of Cleveland has 
made to the Surface Transportation Board (STB) The threat of another operational 
debacle, such as the one experienced recentiv m the Houston area as the result ofthe 
Union Pacific merger with the Southem Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the proposals put 

• „ . U , p l 1 - „ J 4 - 1 . . . . 
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One ofthe primary goals ofthe transaction is to allocate the Conrail assets to ensure that 
both CSX and NS are provided vvith east west mam lines that ensure the free flow of 
traflic without conflict from the other railroad's operations Onlv in this way can CS.X 
and NS secure enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB accomplished that 
goal 

The Cltv of Cleveland has now proposed a •liip " of the allocated lines in Cleveland, 
essentially proposing that the STB assign to CS.X the lines previously assigned to NS and 
\ ice versa This "flip" gurantees that ever. eaNt west train operated by euher CSX or NS, 
shouid the proposed transaction be aprro.ed. will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This • tlip " and the inherent conflict it creates, will result ' i a degradation ofthe service 
imporvements promised bv the transaction In tact, should the flip" be adopted, current 
Conraii east w est rail customers w ill see transit times increase compared to what s 
expenenced today 



To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long ""fly-over," or 
overhead hnd̂ iie, that would cost in excess of S i ^ ' i million and take a minimum of four 
years to design and build .Assuming the "flip were necessary, which we do not believe, 
and that the money was available, the two-year construction period for the "'fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curtews and train queuing east, west, north and south — would b? 
devastating to efl'iecient rail operations In shoii. the creation of another •Houston." w ith 
the repeated service failures lhat have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under 
Cleveland's proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and ser\'ice quality aftected, neither railroad will be able to 
compete as eftectively with tmcks, resulting in lost oppurtunity to relieve traffic 
congestion and make important environment gams CSX estimates alone identify more 
than eiglh-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails on an annual 
basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater Cleveland as originally 
proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB represents the most-eft'ective means of 
achieving the objecfives ofthe transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the 
national and local interests 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community are not lost in 
arriving at a solution in Clev eland We would appreciate ynur doing everylhing you can 
to ensure that the substantial benefits that would resuU from the Conrail acquisition are 
realized and that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely. 

Anthonv Dai»elio 

CC The Hon Rodney Slater 
The Hon Jolene Molitons 
The Hon George N'oinovich 
Mr John Q Anderson 



Surface (TranBportation Soarb 
ffashinciton. S.O:. 20423-DOai 

iSffitt of Oft lLi[*inMa 

July 14, 1998 

Mr. Tom Hanson 
Traffic Manager 
Quad/Graphics 
N63 W23075 Main Street 
Sussex, WI 53089-2827 

Dear Mr Hanson: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS^ and CS.X, and your concems about the potential adverse effect on 
public safety and customer serv /'e resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part ofthe Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review of the 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review of the potential environmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order lo hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also fonned special Ohio and Cleveland study leams to 
focus its review and analysis ofthe unique environmental impacts and concems in 'his area, 
including the adv antages and disadvanlages of various rouiing alternatives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmenlal analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available lo date, consulting w ith appropriate agencies, and fully considering all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, vvhich mcluded a discussion of vanous routing altematives and 
recommended mitigation to address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken into consideration the entire environmental record, including ail public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day of the Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael WTiite and 
Mr. John Snow. Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX, armounced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects lhat are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Comail acquisilion. At ils June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisilion proposal, the Board approved the application with certain conditions. In accordance 
wilh the request of the parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement betw een Mayor WTiite 
and Mr. Snow into its final wntten decision to bt issued on Julv 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part ofthe public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matier. 

Sincerely, 

Linda.!. Morgan 
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A p r i l 1 , 1998 OUAD G R A P H I C S 

The Hon. L i n d a Morgan 
Chairman ^ 
S u r f a c e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board £r ^ 
1925 K S t r e e t , NW ^ 
S u i t e 820 ^ 
Wash ing ton , D.C. 2 0423 

y j . — -

Dear Hon. Linda Morgan, 2 ~'. 

I am w r i t i n g to express serious concerns regarding recent actions 
by the c i t y of Cleveland that would severely adversely a f f e c t the 
many ben e f i t s that could accrue to shippers by the a c q u i s i t i o n of 
Conrail by CSX and the Norfolk Southern. 

The s u b s t a n t i a l b e n e f i t s projected f o r east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) a c q u i s i t i o n of Conrail are put at 
serious r i s k by a f i l i n g the c i t y of Cleveland has made to the 
Surface Transportation Board (STB). The threat of another 
operational debacle, such as the one expciienced recently i n the 
Houston area as a the r e s u l t of the Union Pacific merger w i t h the 
Southern P a c i f i c , e x i s t s i f the STB adopts the proposals put 
f o r t h i n the Cleveland f i l i n g . 

One of the primary goals of the transaction i s to al l o c a t e the 
Conrail assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided w i t h 
east/west main l i n e s that ensure the free flow of t r a f f i c without 
c o n f l i c t from the other r a i l r o a d ' s operations. Only i n t h i s way 
can CSX and NS secure enhanced service, b e t t e r t r a n s i t times, and 
balanced competition f o r customers i n the Northeast and Midwest. 
The plan f i l e d w i t h the STB accomplished that goal. 

The C i t y of Cleveland has now proposed a " f l i p " of the a l l o c a t e d 
l i n e s i n Cleveland, e s s e n t i a l l y proposing that the STB assign to 
CSX the li n e s previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This 
" f l i p " guarantees that every east/west t r a i n operated by e i t h e r 
CSX or NS, should the proposed transaction be approved, w i l l run 
i n c o n f l i c t w i t h the other r a i l r o a d . This " f l i p " , and the 
inherent c o n f l i c t i t creates, w i l l r e s u l t i n a degradation of the 
service improvements promised by the transaction. In f a c t , 
should the " f l i p " be adopted, current Conrail east/west r a i l 
customers w i l l see t r a n s i t times increase compared to what's 
experienced today. 



To resolve t h i s inherent c o n f l i c t , Cleveland has proposed a 2-
mile long "fly-over", or overhead bridge, that would cost i n 
excess of $150 m i l l i o n and take a minimum of four years to design 
and b u i l d . Assuming the " f l i p " were necessary, which we do not 
beli e v e , and that the money was available, the two-year 
c o n s t r u c t i o n period for the "fl y - o v e r " -- w i t h unavoidable 
t r a f f i c curfews and t r a i n queuing east, west, n c r t h , and south --
would be devastating to e f f i c i e n t r a i l operations. In short, the 
cr e a t i o n ot another "Houston," w i t h the repeated service f a i l u r e s 
t h a t have been f e l t nationwide, w i l l occur i n the East under 
Cleveland's proposal. 

Should the " f l i p " be adopted and service q u a l i t y affected, 
n e i t h e r r a i l r o a d w i l l be able to compete as e f f e c t i v e l y w i t h 
trucks, r e s u l t i n g i n l o s t opportunity to r e l i e v e t r a f f i c 
congestion and make important environmental gains. CSX estimates 
alone i d e n t i f y more than e i g h t - m i l l i o n truck miles to be d i v e r t e d 
from the highway to the r a i l s on an annual basis i n the greater-
Cleveland area. 

The a l l o c a t i o n of li n e s and the routin g of t r a f f i c through 
greater Cleveland as o r i g i n a l l y proposed i n the CSX/NS f i l i n g 
w i t h the STB represents the most-effective means of achieving the 
objectives of the transaction and maximizing the public b e n e f i t s 
f o r both the national and l o c a l i n t e r e s t s . 

Please as s i s t us i n ensuring that the concerns of the shipping 
conununity are not l o s t i n a r r i v i n g at a s o l u t i o r i i n Cleveland. 
We would appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure t h a t 
the s u b s t a n t i a l benefits that would r e s u l t from the Conrail 
a c q u i s i t i o n are rea l i z e d and that shipping nightmares l i k e s those 
th a t have occurred i n Houston are avoided. 

Thank you f o r your 'ssistance. 

Sinceirely, 
/ 

Tom Hanson ' ' 
Quad/Graphics, Inc. 
T r a f f i c Manager 



- 1 

Surface (Transportation Soarb 
Haaljington. B.«;. 20423-0001 FILE IN L 

9ff\tt of tlir (tl̂ ainnan 

July 14, 1998 

Ms. Heather J. Widmer 
Transportation Manager 
McGaw, Inc. 
2525 McGaw Avenue 
P.O. Box 19791 
Irvine, CA 92623-9791 

Dear Ms. Widmer: 

Thank you for your letier expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential adverse effect on 
public safety and customer service resulting from the proposed Cily of Cleveland allemalive to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review of the 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducled an environmental review ofthe potential environrnental impacts associaled 
with the proposed Conrail acquisilion. SEA was fully aware that fliese issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meeiings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio anc Cleveland study leams to 
focus its review and analysis ofthe unique environmental impacts and concems in this aiea, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of various routing altematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, review ing all environmental 
informaiion available lo dale, consuhing w ith appropriate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS!> on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, w hich included a discussion of various routing altematives and 
recommended mitigation to address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have laken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
commenls and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day of the Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael \VTiile and 
Mr. John Snow . Chaimian, President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX, announced lhat they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application w ith certain conditions. In accordance 
wilh the request ofthe parties, the Board wil] incoiporate the agreement between Mayor WTiite 
and Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



\ 
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I will have your letier and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

-2-
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Dear Hon. Linda Morgan. 

I am writing to express senous concems rcgarding recent actions by the cily of Cleveland that 
would adversely affect the many bent-r.ts that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition ot 
Conrail by CSX and the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for east/v r̂st shippers by the CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) 
acquisition cf Conrail are put at senous risk by a filing the city of Cleveland has made lo the 
Surface fransportat.on Board (STB) The threat of anothei operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently in the Houscon area as the result of the Union Pacific merger with the 
Southem Pacitic. exists ifthe STB adopts the proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is lo allocate the Conrail assets to ensure that both 
CSX and NS are provided v..tli east'west main lines that ensure the free flov. of tratfic without 
conflict from the olher railroad-, operations Only in tins way can CSX and NS secure enhanced 
service, better transit limes, .ind balanced competition for cuslomers in the Northeasi and 
Midwest The plan filed with the STB accomplished that goal. 

The cilv of Cleveland has now proposed a flip ' ofthe allocated lines in Cleveland, essentially 
proposing that the STB assign lo CSX the lines previously assigned lo NS and vice versa I h.s 
^fl ip" guarantees lhat evej^ east/west train operated by eilher CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transaction be approved. «v,ll run m conflict with th. other railroad This-flip. ' and the inherent 
conflict ll creates will result m a degradation of the service improvements promised by the 
iransaclion. In fact, should the "flip ' be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail customers will 
sec iransit limes increase compared to whai s experienced today 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long fly-over." or overhead 
bndge lhat would cosl in excess of $150 million and take a minimum of four years to design and 
build " Assummg the -flip- were necessary, and that the money was available, the two-year 
consiruction period for the -ny-over" - with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram qucuins; east 
west north and south - would be devastating to efncieiit tail operations. In short, the crealion of 
another -Houston,- with the repeated serv ice failures thai have been felt nationwide, will .>ccur in 
the East under C leveland'.•i propo.sal 

Division of B. Braun Medical Inc. 
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Should the ' f l ip ' be adopted and service quality affected, neither railroad will bc able to compete 
as eftectively with trucks, resulting in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make 
important environmental fiains. CSX estimates alone identify more than eight million UTJck miles 
to be diverted from the highways lo the rails on an annual basis in the greaier Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of u-affic through greater Cleveland, as originally proposed 
in the CSX/NS filing with the STB, represents the most effeclive means of ach'evmg the 
objectives of the transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the nalional and local 
interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring lhat the concems of the shipping communily arc not lost in arriving at 
a solution in Cleveland We would appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the 
substaniial benefits that would rcsult from tiie Conrail acquisition are realized and that shipping 
nightmares like those lhat have occurred in Houslon are avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely. 

Heather J Widmcr~ 
Transportation Manager 

HJW:hjw 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater. Secretary. Fax (202)366-7202 
The Hon. Jolene Molitoris. Administrator. Fax (202)632-3700 
The Hon. George Voinovich. Governor. Slate of Ohio, Fax (614)466-9354 
Mr John Anderson. Chief Commercial Officer, CSX Transportation. Fax (904)359-7674 

Division o fB Braun Mcdiuil Inc. 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. Don Wilson 
Director of Transportation 
Birmingham Sleel Corporation 
Post Office Box 1208 
Birmingham, AL 35201-1208 

Dear .Mr. Wilson: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisilio.. of Conrail 
by Norfoik Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential adverse effect on 
public safety and customer service resulting from the proposed City of Cle eland altemative to 
"Hip" tne lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part oflhe Suiface Transportation Board's (Board) review oflhe 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review ofthe potential environmental impacts associaled 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to ihe residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus its review and analysis ofthe unique environmental impacts and conce.ns in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of vanous routmg altematives through the Cleveland 

area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
infomiation available to date, consulting with appropriate agencies, and ftilly considering all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmcnial Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of various routing altematives and 
recommended mitigation to address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argumenl in the Conrail acquisition proceeding, Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow, Chairman, President and Chiet Executive Offleer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects that are specific lo the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At ils June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved tne application wilh certain conditions. In accordance 
with the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor White 
and .Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matier. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

-2-
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The Honorable Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transporlation Board 

I 925 K .Street. NVV, Suite 820 
Washington. D C. 20423 

Dear Mrs. Morgan: 

I am vv riling in response to the city of Cleveland's proposal lo revise the operating plan submitled bv the 
N o r f o l k Southern and CSX Railroads as part of tht proposed Conrail acquisition, .'\tter rev iew Birmingham 
Steel believes these changes lo the original operat ng plan vvould hav c a significant adverse impact. 

inn ingham Steel ships approximaielv 12.000 car loads of steel into and out of (leveland annuailv. in 
addilion lo other rail tratfie mov ing Uirough Cleveland. 

O u r concems are that the " f l ip ofthe lines into Cleveland could cre;iie operating problems similar to or 
worse than the VP/SP experiences in the Houston area 

Also the eosts and delav s assoeiatcit A ith the proposed tiv -nv ei wouUi seriouslv iieii.ite the eeonomics 
Birmingham Steel hopes to participate in vvith a NS/CS.X Comail aciiiiisitioii. 

Biriiiinghani Steel appreciates \oiir .̂iMisideration ofour v K-WS in this and anv other proposed clianees ,,s 
v>i iuiiiallv presented to the Surtace 1 ransportation Board. 

Sincerely. 

D o n Wilson 
Director of I ransportation 

D W / r f 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. John E. Cumbee Sr. 
President 
Cumbee Freight Systems Inc. 
P.O. Box 98 
Oriand Park, IL 60462 

Dear Mr. Cumbee: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential adverse effecl on 
public safety and customer serv ice resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemative lo 
"flip" the lines belween CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review of the 
proposal by CS.X and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental .Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review of the polential environmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA vvas fully aware that the?̂ -? issues were of major 
concem lo the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeasi Ohio. SEA attended several 
public m.eetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland sludy teams to 
focus ils review and analysis of the unique environmental impacls .ii,d concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of various routing altemativs through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, review ing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropriaie agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Staiement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideralion by the Board, w hich included a discussion of various rouiing allematives and 
recommended mitigation to addrcss environmental impacts. In ils final decision, lhe Board 
would have taken into consideration the eniire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, al the second day of the Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael WTtite and 
Mr. John Snow , Chaimian, President and Chief Executive Officer of CS.X. aiinounccd that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects lhat are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. Al its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application with certain conditions. In accordance 
with the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor WTiite 
and Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. 1 appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

-2-

Linda J. Morgan 
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The Hon, Linda Morgan 
Chairm?.!! 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K. Street, NW 
Ste 820 
Washington, D.C. 20423 
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I w r i t e to express my serious concern about recent 
actions by the c i t y of Cleveland Ohio that, i f approved by 
the Surface Transportation Board (STB) , would abversely 
a f f e c t shippers and customers who stand to b e n e f i t by the 
CSX/NS a c q u i s i t i o n of Conrail. 

As president of Cumbee I'm responsible f o r the annual 
movement of many Intermodal loads by CSX. We fear that the 
City of Cleveland's proposal to re-allocate l i n e s previously 
assigned t o NS and CSX could e a s i l y p r e c i p i t a t e a t r a f f i c 
s narl s i m i l a r to the current s i t u a t i o n i n Houston as each 
east/west t r a i n by e i t h e r NS or CSX would run i n c o n f l i c t 
w i t h the other. 

Cleveland's proposal t o r e l i e v e the l i n e c o n f l i c t (by 
b u i l d i n g a 2 mile overhead bridge) w i l l d i s r u p t both r a i l and 
car/truck t r a f f i c f o r the 4 years i t w i l l take to complete. 
I t ' s a complete mystery t o us why the c i t y seemingly wishes 
to do as much as i t can t o defeat the public b e n e f i t s 
(enhanced service, b e t t e r t r a n s i t time, less t r u c k t r a f f i c , 
reduced a i r p o l l u t i o n - highway maintenance - b e n e f i c i a l 
customer costs, etc.) which the o r i g i n a l CSX/NS proposal 
d e l i v e r on Day 1. 

Norfolk Southern has estimated that the state of Ohio 
alone could d i v e r t over 97 m i l l i o n truck miles to r a i l saving 
close t o 12 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n highway maintenance costs 
alone. Within three years of the CSX/NS plan implementation 
more than l . l m i l l i o n truekload of f r e i g h t per year could be 
div e r t e d from eastern and mid-western highways to the r a i l s , 
saving 120 m i l l i o n gallons of diesel f u e l annually. 

CORPORATE OFFICE 
i' r H X 98 

Oci.iiHl P.irk, IL 60462 
(800) 523 6 1 7 7 

BROKERAGE 
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SOUTH WESTERN REGION 
1237 £ds.i Utopia 

Phoei-..K AZ 85024 
(8881 5 8 0 8 0 9 9 



The or i g i n a l CSX/NS f i l i n g with the STB represent the 
most offective l i n e allocation and t r a f f i c routing through 
greater Cleveland. We would appreciate your timely 
assistance to ensure that the substantial benefits thac would 
result from the Conrail acquisition are realized for both 
shippers and customers. 

Thanks very much for your kind attention and support. 

^incerely, ^ 

f ' John E. Cumbee Sr. 
Cumbee Freight Systems, Inc. 
President 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. Jaime Barba 
Operations Manager 
Buyers tnd Shippers Enterprises, Inc. 
12500 E. Slauson Avenue 
Unit B-3 

Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670-2658 

Dear Mr. Barba: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concerns about the potential adverse effect on 
public safely and cusiomer serv ice resulting from the proposed Cily of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part ofthe Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Boar f Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmenta! rev levv of the potential environmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area m order lo hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local oft'icials. SEA also fomied special Ohio and Cleveland sludy teams to 
focus its review and analysis of the unique environmenlal impacls and concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of vanous rouiing altematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmenlal 
information available lo date, consulting wiih appropnate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SE.̂  issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22. 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of vanous routing altematives and 
recommended mitigation to address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have laken inlo consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argumenl in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow. Chaimian, Presideni and Chief Executive Off.cer of CSX. announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse eflects that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voling conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application vvith certain conditions. In accordance 
w ith the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayot WTiiie 
and Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

-2-



A SeaKLand Company 

Buyers cmd Shippers Enterprises, Inc. 
12500 E Slauson Avenue 
Unit B-3 
Scmta Fe Sprmgs. CA 90670-2658 
(310) 945-9390 
(310) 945-6190 (Fax) 

Mayll, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Su'-face Transportation Board 
1925 K Street.NW 
Suite 820 

Washingion. D.C. 20423 

Dear: Hon. Linda Morgan: 

I am writing to express serious concems regarding receni actions by the city of Cleveland 
lhat would severely affect the many benefits that could accme to shippers by the 
acquisilion of Conrail by CSX and the Norfolk Southem. 

The substantial benefits projected for easl'west shippers by the CSX/'Norfolk Southem 
(NS) acquisilion of Conrail are put at serious risk by a filing the city of Clev eland has 
made to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). The threat of another operalional 
debacle, such as the one experienced recently in the Houslon area as the result ofthe 
Union Pacific merger with the Southem Pacific, exists ifthe STB adopts the proposals 
put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One ofthe primary goals ofthe transaction is to allocate the Conrail assets lo ensure that 
both CSX and NS are provided vvilh east west main lines that ensure the free flow of 
trallic wiihout conflict from the othe railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX 
and NS secure enhanced serv ice. better transit times, and balanced competilion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed widi the STB accomplished that 
goal. 

I he City of Cleveiand has now proposed a "flip" oflhe allocated lines in Cleveland, 
essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines previously assigned to NS and 
V ice versa. This "flip" guarantees that ever>' east/west train operaled by eilher CSX or 
NS. should the proposed transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other 
railroad. I his "flip." and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a degradation ofthe 
service improvements promised by the iransaction. In fact, should the " flip" be adopted, 
current Conrail east/west rail cuslomers will see transit limes increase compared to what's 
e xperienced loday. 



To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long "fly-over." or 
overhead bridge, fhat would cost in excess of $150 million and take a minimum of four 
years to design and build. Assuming the "flip" were necessary, which we do nol believe, 
and that the money was available, the two-year constmction period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east. west, north and south ~ vvould be 
devastating to efficient rail operalions. In short, the crealion of another "Houslon." with 
the repealed service failures lhal have been fell nationwide, will occur in the Easl under 
Cleveland's proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither railroad will be able to 
compete as effectively with trucks, resulting in lost opportunity lo relieve traffic 
congestion and make importani environmenlal gains. CSX estimates alone identif\' more 
than eight- million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails on an ^mual 
basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traftic ihrough greater Cleveland as originally 
proposed in the CSX/NS filing wilh the S I B represents the most-effective means of 
achieving the objectives ofthe transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both 
the national and local interests. 

Please assisi us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping community are not lost in 
amving at a solution in Cleveland. We would appreciate your doing everything you can 
lo ensure lhal the substaniial benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisilion are 
realized and that shipping nightmares bkes those lhal have occurred in Houslon are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Jaime Barba 
Operations Manager 

cc: The Hon. Rodnev Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. Patrick Briggs 
Warehouse Administrator 
Buyers and Shippers Enterprises, Inc. 
12500 E. Slauson Avenue 
Unit B-3 

Santa Fc Springs, CA 90670-2658 

Dear Mr. Briggs: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southern (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential adverse effect on 
public safety and customer service resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland allemalive to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail. the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review ofthe potential environmenlal impacts associated 
with the proposed Conraii acquisition. SEA was fully aware lhat these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
wilh numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus its review and analysis ofthe unique environmenlal impacts and concems in this area, 
including the advaniages and disadvantages of various routing altematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available lo date, consulting with appropriate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmenlal Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of various routing altematives and' 
recommended mitigation lo address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael While and 
Mr. John Snow. Chainnan, President and Chief Executive OtTicer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application with certain conditions. In accordance 
with the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor White 
and Mr. Snow into its final wntten decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



1 will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 
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Buyers and Shippers Enterprises, Inc. 
12500 E Slauson Avenue 
Unit B-3 
Santa Fe Sprmgs, CA 90670-2658 
(310) 945-9390 
(310) 945-6190 (Fax) 

" he Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportaiion Board 
1925 K Streei, NW 
Suile 820 

Washingion. D.C. 20423 

Dear: Hon. Linda Morgan: 

Mayl l , 1998 

I am writing to express .serious concems regarding recent actions by the city of Cleveland 
that would severely affecl the many benefits lhat could accrue to shippers by the 
acquisilion of Conrail by CSX and the Norfolk Soulhem. 

The substantial benefils projected foi east/west shippers by the CSX/Norfolk Southem 
(NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at serious rLsk by a filing the cily of Cleveland has 
made lo the Surface Transportaiion Board (STB). The threat of another operalional 
debacle, such as the one experienced recently in the Houslon area as the resull ofthe 
L'nion Pacific merger with the Southem Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the proposals 
put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One ofthe primary goals ofthe iransaclion is lo allocate the Conrail assets to ensure that 
both CSX and NS are provided wiih east/west main lines lhat ensure the free flow of 
traffic withoui conflici from the other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX 
and NS secure enhanced service, beller transit limes, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB accomplished that 
goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "fl ip" ofthe allocated lines in Cleveland, 
essentially proposing that the ST B assign to CSX the lines previously assigned to NS and 
vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that ev ery east/west train operated by either CSX or 
NS. should the proposed transaction be approved, vvill run in conflict with the other 
railroad. This "flip." and the inherent conflici i l creaies. vvill result in a degradation ofthe 
serv ice improvements promised bv the transaction. In fact, should the " flip" be adopied. 
current Conrail ea.st/west rail customers vvill see transit limes increase compared lo what's 
experienced today. 



To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long "fly-over," or 
overhead bridge, lhal would co.st in excess of $150 million and take a minimum of four 
years to design and build. Assuming the "fl ip" were nec-ssarv, which we do not believe, 
and that the money was available, the two-year constmction period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable iraffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and south - would be 
devastating lo efficienl rail operalions. In short, lh.; creation of another "Houslon," vvith 
the repealed serv ice failures thai have been fell naiionwide. will occur in the East under 
Cleveland's proposal. 

Should the "fl ip" be adopted and service quality afTected. neither railroad will be able to 
compete as effeclively with tmcks. resulting in lost opportunity to relieve traffic 
congestion and make important environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more 
than eight-million truck miles to be diverted trom the highways to the rails on an annual 
basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of Iraffic ihrough greaier Cleveland as originally 
proposed in the CSX,^'S filing with the STB represenls the most-effective means of 
achieving the objectives of the transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both 
the nalional and local inleresls. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns of the shipping community are not lost in 
arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would appreciale your doing everything you can 
to ensure that the substantial benefils lhat would result from the Conrail acquisilion are 
realized and thai shipping nightmares likes iho.se lhat have occuned in Houslon are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

o 
Patrick Briggs {/' 
Warehouse Adminstrator 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. James R. Hurckes 
Director of Transportation 
Operations Pncing 
Kraft Foods, Inc. 
910 Mayer Avenue 
Madison, Wl 53704 

Dear Mr. Hurckes: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX. and your concems about the potential adverse effect on 
public safety and customer service resulting irom the proposed City of Cleveland altemative to 
"Hip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may knov\', as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmenlal review oflhe potenfial environmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerou;. local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus ils review and analysis ofthe unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of various routing altematives ihrough the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmenlal 
infomiation available to date, consulting with appropnate agencies, and fully considering all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (ElS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, w hich included a discussion of vanous routing altemalives and 
recommended mitigation to addrcss environmental inipacts In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day of the Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael WTiite and 
Mr. John Snow , Chaimian, President and Chief Execufive Officer of CSX. announced lhat they 
had reached agreement regarding miMgation of adverse eftects that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voling conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application vvith certain conditions. In accordance 
vvith the request of the parties, the Board will mcorporate the agreement betw een Mayor White 
and Mr. Snow into its final wntten decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will bave your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 



KRAFT 

James R. Hurckes 
Pii-eclor of Transpoitiilion 
Operations lYicinx 
608.28S.67.̂ 0 
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The Honorable I.inda Morgan, Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Streei NW Suite 820 
WashingtonDC 20423 

Dear Madam Chairman: 

I am writing to express senous concerns rcgarding recent actions by the city of Cleveland that would 
severely adversely affecl the many benefits thai could accme to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by 
CSX and the Norfolk Southem. 

The Sl bslantial benefits projected for eastywest shippers by the CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisition 
of Corrail are put at senous nsk by a filing the city of Clevei.md has made to the Surface Transponation 
Board (S I B). The threat of another operational debacle, sucli as the one experienced recently in the 
Houston area as the result oflhe Union Pacific merger with the Southem Pacific, exists ifthe STB adopts 
the proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One ofthe primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail assets to ensure that both CS.X ard 
NS are provided with east/west mam lines 'I.at ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
ether railroad's operations. Only m this way can CSX and NS secure enhanced service, better transit 
times and balanced competition for customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the 
S I B accomplished that goal. 

The city of Cleveiand has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines in Cleveland, essentially proposing 
that the S fB assign to CSX the lines previously assigned to NS and vice versa. Tl-;ts "flip" guarantees 
that every east, west train operated by either CSX or NS. should the proposed transaci'on be approved 
VMII run in comlict with the olher railroad. This "flip" , and the inherent conflict n creaies. will resuit in 
a degradation ofthe service improvements promised by the transaction. In fact, should the "flip" be 
adopted, current Conrail east/'wesl rail cuslomers will see transit times increiiSS to what's experienced 
loday. 

To resolve this inherent conflici, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long "fly-over", or overhead bndge, 
lhat would cost in excess of Sl 50 million and take a minimum of four years to design and build. 
Assuming the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and lhat the money was available, the two-
year construction penod for the "fly-over" - with the unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, 
west, north and south - w ould be dgvastallin; to efficiem rail operations. In short, the creation of another 
"Houston", with the repcateo service failures that have been felt nationw ide, will occur in the Last under 
Cleveland's proposal 
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Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither railroad will be able to compete as 
effectively with tmcks, resulting in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmenlal gains. CSX estimates alone identify more lhan eight million truck miles lo be diverted 
from the highways to the rails on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the routing of traffic through greater Cleveland as originally proposed m the 
CSX/NS filing with the STB represents the most effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaciion and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community are not lost in arriving at a 
solufion in Cleveland. We would appreciate your doing everylhing you can lo ensure that the substanfial 
benefils that would resull from the Conrail acquisition are realized and lhat shippmg nightmares like 
those that have occurred m Houston are avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

JRH28/dg 
cc: John Q. Anderson 

Chief Commercial Officer 
CSX Transponation - Ji20 
500 Water Street 
Jacksonville FL 32202 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. Jeffrey L Gunn 
Transportation Manager 
Corporate Office 
Darling Intemational Inc. 
251 O'Connor Ridge Blvd., Suite 300 
Irving, TX 75038 

Dear Mr. Gunn: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX. and your concems about the potential adverse effect on 
public safety and custonier serv ice resulting fi-om the proposed City of Cleveland alternative to 
"flip" the lines belween CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part ofthe Surface Transportaiion Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental .Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmental review of the potenlial environmental impacls associaled 
wilh the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues w ere of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order lo hear those concems first hand and discussed the iss aes 
with numerous local officials. SEA also fomied special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus its review and analysis ofthe unique environmental inipacts and concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of various rouiing allematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting w ith appropnale agencies, and fully considenng all 
public commenls. SEA issued a Final Environmenlal Impacl Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discu.ssion of various routing altematives and 
recommended mitigalion lo address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken inlo consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, al the second day of the Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow , Chainnan, President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effecls that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application w ith certain conditions. In accordance 
with the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor WTiite 
and Mr. Snow into ils final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan ^ 
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The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax (202) 565-0915 
March 31, 1998 

Subject: Conrail Integration - Cleveland OH 
CSX Transportation and Norfolk Southem Corporation 

Honorable Chairman; 

We are concerned about the dialogue surrounding the City of Cleveland, Ohio, and the city's 
proposal to redraw the original operating plan through the city. 

CSX Transportation (CSX) and Norfolk Southern (NSC) have proposed a workable plan that 
minimizes congestion and offers reliable service into and around Cleveland, 

Our concern is the overall impact this "retooling" will have on the smooth and timely integration 
of Conrail properties - which we support. 

Darling International believes CSX and NS have the expertise and functional capacity to make 
the original plan work to the benefit of all involved - the communities the carriers and the 
shipping public. We cannot afford service dis -uptions or increased costs to our Cleveland 
markets during the integration process 

We support the CSX / NS operating plan as originally proposed to the Surface Transportation 
Board. 

Jeffrafy L Gunn 
Corporate Office 
Transportation Manager 
251 O'Connor Ridge Blvd. 
Suite 300 
Irving, TX 75038 
(972) 717-5520 
Fax (972) 717-1959 

972-717-0300 

Fax; 972-717-1588 



dM?LINC 
I N T E r E R N A T i O N A L I N C 

251 O'Connor Ridge Boulevard 

Suite 300 

Irving. TX 75038 

Cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
Secretary 
Department of Transportation 
400 7"̂  Street, SW 
Washington, D C. 20590 
Fax (202) 366-7202 

The Hon. Jolene Molitoris 
Administrator 
Federal Railway Administration 
1120 Vemriont Avenue, NW 
7" Floor 
Washington, D C 20005 
Fax (202) 632-3700 

The Hon. George Voinovich 
Governor 
State of Ohio 
77 S. High Street 
30" Floor 
Columbus. OH 43266 
Fax (614) 466-9354 

Mr. John Q Anderson 
Chief Commercial Officer 
CSX Transportation - J120 
500 Water Street 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 
Fax (904) 359-7674 

972-717-0300 

Fax; 972-717-1588 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. Wilson Lacy 
Director, Operations 
Manne Terminals Corporafion 
600 Harrison Streei, Suite 200 
San Francisco, CA 94107 

Dear Mr. Lacy: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential adverse eftect on 
public safety and customer service resulting ft-om the proposed Cily of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part ofthe Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review of the 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail, the Board's Secfion ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducled an environmental review of lhe potential environmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meefings in the area in order to hear those concems first h.nid and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also fomied special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus its review and analysis of the unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of various rouiing altematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropnate agencies, and fiilly considering all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Enviromnental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the B wd, which included a discussion of vanous rouiing altematives and 
recommended mitigation lo address environmenlal impacls. In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken into consideralion the eniire environmenlal record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceedmg. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow, Chaimian, President and Chief Executiv e Officer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. Al its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application with certain condilions. In accordance 
with the requesi ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreemeni between Mayor While 
and Mr. Snow into ils final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



I will have your letter and my response made a part ofthe public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

-2-
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The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax (202)565-9016 
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Dear Hon. Linda Morgan: 

I am writing to express senous concems regarding receni actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefit? projected for easlAivest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acqiiisition of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveiand hao made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of.:.. lOther operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Umon 
Paafic merger with the Southern Pacific, exists it the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is lo allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with east/west main 
lines that ensure tfie free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanc€;(j service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers m the Northeast -and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposi.ng that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west tram operated by either CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what s expenenced 
today 

r 



«PR-15-1998 09:50 nORINE TRMNLS SF 415 777 0106 P.02/02 

To resolve this Inherent conflict Cleveland has proposed a Z-.Tiile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction penod for the "fly-over^ --
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been fe!t nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal 

Should the "flip" b-» adopted and senrice quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis m the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective n^ans of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution m Cleveland We would appreciate your doing everythmg you 
can to ensure that the substantial benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are 
realized and that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

WILSON LACY 
Director, Operaifons 

cc The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc The Hon Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc: The Hon George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 

TOTRL P.02 
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July 14, 1998 

Mr. James R. Mishork 
Manager 
Rail & Intermodal Transportation 
Del Monte Foods 
P.O. Box 9004 
Walnut Creek, CA 94598 

Dear Mr. Mishork: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential adverse effect on 
public safely and customer service resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines belween CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS lo acquire Conrail. the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducled an environmental review of the potential environmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SEA was fully aware that these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and businesses of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to 
focus its review and analysis of the unique environmental impacls and concems in this area, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of various routing altemalives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropnate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of various routing ailemalives and' 
recommended mitigation to address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have laken into consideration the eniire environmental recr rd, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow, Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX, announced that they 
had reached agreemeni regarding mitigation of adverse effects lhal are specific lo the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application with certain conditions. In accordance 
with the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor White 
and Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



1 will have your letter and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 



^ ^ ^ ^ 
Jaines R. Miahoric 
Del Monte Foods 
P O Box 9004 

Wslnut Creek. C.A 94598 

April 27. 1998 

The Honorable Linda Morgan. Chaimian 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW. Suite 820 
Washington. D C 20423 

F;;.E I Pi DOCK;: 
3) 

Dear Madam Chainnan; 

Reference Norfolk SouUicm/CSX Transportation Acquisition of Conrail // City of Clev eland CondiUons 

It has been brought to my attention that the city of Clev eland is attempting to impose certain limitaiions 
on the movement of rail trafTic relativ e to the NS/CSXT acquisition of Conrail These conditions include 
a swap of trackage between the NS and CSXT as AC'I a? 3 proposil to reroute rail trafTic via a ••n> over" 
bridge costing significant dollars and time lo constnict 

Del Monte Foods ships appro.ximately 2.700 bo.xcars and 7(K) intermodal units annuailv between the 
West/Midwest and the Northeast tliat would bc negatively impacted bv Cleveland's proposal It v ould 
add cost to the infrastnicture that would undoubtedly be passed on to consumers The dismption caused 
by such constniction and massiv e r'̂ an̂ es in operalions would create a nightmare situation similar to the 
mc lhat continues to plague Del Monte Foods in Dallas and Houston with the Union Pacific/Soulhem 
Pacific merger 

I urge you to consider the negative impact on our transportation sv stem when wu deliberate on 
Clev eland s demands and oppose any plan lhat would further congest our rail infrasmicture 

Thank vou. 

5 

Sincerelv 

James R Mishork 
Manager. Rail & Intermodal Tn us ortation 

I%one: (510)944-7218 FAX; (510) 944-7288 ein«l mishoi} (riiotmail com 
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july 14, 1998 

Mr. George Schally 
Vice President and General Manager 
Olson Distribulion Systems, Inc. 
1144 North 62"'̂  Street 
P.O. Box 13069 
Milwaukee, Wl 53213 

Dear Mr. Schally: 

Thank you for your letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX, and your concems about the potential ad . erse efTect on 
public safety and customer serv ice resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

As you may know, as part of the Surface Transportation Board's (Board) review ofthe 
proposal by CSX and NS to acquire Conrail. the Board's Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
(SEA) conducted an environmenlal review oflhe potential ervironmental impacts associated 
with the proposed Conrail acquisition. SE \ was fully aware hat these issues were of major 
concem to the residents and busine.̂ ês of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA attended several 
public meetings in the area in order lo hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues 
with numerous local officials. SEA also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study tear.is to 
focus its review and analysis ofthe unique environmenta! impacts and concems in this u-ea, 
including the advantages and disadvantages of vanous routing altematives through the Cleveland 
area. 

After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropriate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA issued a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on May 22, 1998, 
for consideration by the Board, which included a discussion of vanous routing altem.atiCes and' 
recommended mitigation to address environmental impacts. In its final decision, the Board 
would have taken into consideration the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments and the Final EIS. However, on June 4, 1998, at the second day ofthe Board's oral 
argument in the Conrail acquisition proceeding. Mayor of Cleveland Michael White and 
Mr. John Snow. Chaimian, President and Chief Executive Officer of CSX. announced that they 
had reached agreement regarding mitigation of adverse effects that are specific to the City of 
Cleveland from the Conrail acquisition. At its June 8 open voting conference on the Conrail 
acquisition proposal, the Board approved the application with certain conditions. In accordance 
with the request ofthe parties, the Board will incorporate the agreement between Mayor White 
and Mr. Snow into its final written decision to be issued on July 23, 1998. 



1 will have your letier and my response made a part of the public record for this 
proceeding. I appreciate your interest in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

^ / 

Linda J. Morgan 
' (7 

-2-
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April 11, 1998 P:._[ ilj DOCfiEl I 

The Hon. Linda Morgan, 
Chairaan 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
suite 820 

Washington, D.C, 2042.*} 

Dear Na. Morgan: 
I an writing to expreas serious concerna regarding recent 
actions by the city o£ Cleveland that %»ould severely 
adverscrly affect the nany benefits that couid accrue to 
shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX, and, the 
Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benelits projected for east/west shippers 
by the CSX/Norfolk Southern (HS) acquisition of Conrail 
are put at serious risk by a f i l i n g the c i t y of Cleveland 
has made to the Surface Transportation Board (STB). The 
threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently In the Houston area as Lhe res u l t ol 
the union Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, existsi 
i f the STB adopts the proposals put forth in the ClevelauJ 
f i l i n g . 

one of the primary goals of the transaction i s to allocate 
the Conrail assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided 
with east/west main lines that ensure the free llow of trai f x c 
without conflict trom the other railroad's operationa. Only 
in this way can CSX and NS secure enhanced aervice, better 
transit times, and balanced co«petltion for custornirs in the 
Northeast and Midwest. The plan f i l e d with the STB accoo 
plished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has proposed a i f l i p " of the allocated 
lines in Cleveland, eaaentlally proposing that the STB assign 
to CSX the lines previously assigned to NS and vice versa. 
This " f l i p " guarantees that ever^ east/west train operated by 
cither CSX or NS, should the proposed transaction be approved, 
will fun in conflict with the other railroad. This " f l i p " , 
and the Inherent conflict i t creates, w i l l result in a degra 
dation of the service improveaents promised by the transaction 
Tn fact, should the " f l i p " be adopted, current Conrail east/west 
r a i l customers w i l i see transit times increase coapared to 
what's experienced today. 

Toll fr— 1 aOO-S6»-*374 
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To resolve t h i s inherent conflict, Cleveland haa proposed a 
2-mile8 ong "fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost 
in excess of $150 million and take a aiuiaum of four years 
to design and build. Assuming the " f l i p " were necesaary, 
which we do not believe, and that the money as available, 
the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -with 
unavoidable t r a f f i c curfews and train queuing east, west, 
north and south - would be devastatj ng to efficient r a i l 
operations. In short, the creation of another "Houston," 
with the repeated service failures that have been f e l t 
nationwide, w i l l occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposa1. 

Should the " f l i p " be adopted and service quality affected, 
neither railroad w i l l be able to coapete as effectively with 
trucks, resultinq in lost opportunity to relieve t r a f f i c 
congestion and make important envlronaental gains. CSX 
estimated alone identify more than eight-million truck a i l e s 
to be diverted froa the highways to the r a i l s on an annual 
basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of t r a f f i c through 
qreater Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS 
f i l i n g with the STB represents the most-effective means of 
achieving the objectivea of the transaction " ^ f " ^ ^ i J l ^ t s 
the public benefits for both the national and local Interests. 

Please a s s i s t us in ensuring that the concerns of the shipping 
c o S ^ ^ i t J are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. 
SrSSCld appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure 
t L T t i l ^ X L i t i a l ^ ' b e n e f i t s that would ^ . ^ ^ ^ - / ^ ^ . f ̂ ^^Je 
acquisition are realized and that shipping nightmares l i k e those 
that have occurred in Houston are avoided. 

Thank you for you assistance. 

Sincerely, 

George Schally 
Vice President A General Hanager 

cei • rl 

Tort f-«00-658-«374 
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IWTue of tht Cî ainnaii 

July 6, 1998 

Mr. Curtis A. Wi'ey 
Commissioner 
Indiana Department of Transportation 
100 North Senale Avenue. Room N755 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-0238 

Dear Commissioner Wiley: 

Thank you for your letier regarding the proposal by CSX and Norfolk Southem (NS) to 
acquire control of Conrail and to divide certain assets of Conrail between the two acquiring 
railroads. The proceeding remains pending before the Surface Trasportalion Board (Board) as 
STB Finmce Dockei No. 33.'?88. 

The Board recently conducled an extensive oral argument on the proposed transaction, 
hearing from more than 70 witnesses over the course ofthe 2-day argumenl held on June 3 and 4, 
1998. Following oral argumenl. the Board held an open voting conference on June 8, 1998, at 
which we voted to approve the proposed transaction, subject to a number of conditions. The 
Board currently is prepanng a final written decision lhat implements the vote al lhe voting 
conference, which is scheduled for issuance on July 23, 1998. 

In voling for approval, the Board found lhat the transaction, as augmented by numerous 
settlement agreements among the parties and as further conditioned, would inject competilion 
into the eastem United States in an unpieccdented manner. The conditions adopied by the 
Board, while significant, recognize the operational and competitive integnty of the overall 
proposal and lhe importance of promoting and preserv ing pnvately-negotiated agreements. In 
particular, the Board's conditions include 5 years of oversight, along w ith substantial operational 
monitoring and reporting lo ensure lhat the transaciion is successfully 'mplemented; miligalion 
of potential adverse impacts on the environment and on safely; recognition of employee interests, 
including a reaffirmation of the negotiation and arbitration process as the proper w ay to resolve 
important issues relating to employee rights, and several condilions lhat address the vital role of 
smaller railroads and regional concems aboul competition. With regard to your specific 
concern!;, as a condition of approval, the Board has voted to require CSX to implement several 
operalional improvements and safety measures in lh Four Cilies Consortium area of Indiana to 
mitigate the environmental inipacts resulting from the proposed transaction. These include 
installing constant time w aming devices, rerouting several trains off the Pine Junction to Barr 
N'ard rail line segment, and upgrading the track structure and signal systems to allow increased 
train speeds on the Pine Junction to Barr Yard rail line. 



1 appreciate your interest in this matter, and will have your letter and my response made a 
part of the public docket in this proceeding. I f l may be of further assistance, please do not 
hesitate lo contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

-2-
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i 'l RIIS A W il l ). Ciimini.sMiiin r 
April 13, 1 9 9 8 

Wrilcr s Direct Line 

The Honorable Linda J . Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportat ion Board 
1925 K Street. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Chairman Morgan: 

o 

3c: 

3 . 
c-• 

c > 

I am wr i t ing to you on behalf of the Indiana Department of Transportat ion to share a 
concern that has come to my attention w i th regard to the pending appl icat ion f i led 
by CSX Transportat ion and Norfolk Southern Railroad and their proposed acquisi t ion 
of Conrail. The acquis i t ion fi l ing is found in f inance docket number 3 3 3 8 8 . The 
concerns relate to potent ia l negative impacts on safety and roadway congest ion in 
several communi t ies in the nor thwest corner of Indiana. 

In a recent meet ing w i t h off icials f rom the communi t ies of Gary, Hammond, East 
Chicago and Whi t ing , serious concerns were presented about potent ial crossing 
safety problems and congest ion resulting f rom increasing train frequencies th rough 
the region. These communi t ies (collectively, the Four City Consor t iuml have jo int ly 
f i led comments and a request for condit ions before the surface t ransportat ion 
board. The consor t ium has carefully studied the rail rout ing changes proposed in 
the acquisit ion f i l ing and found several areas of concern. 

They have ident i f ied several locations vvhere train t raf f ic levels are projected to 
increase signi f icant ly. Concerns have arisen because many of these locat ions have 
high numbers of at-grade highway-rail crossings. In the f i l ing of comments and 
request for condi t ions, the Four City Consort ium proposes an alternative rout ing 
plan through the region for the Surface Transportat ion Board to consider. The 
ai iernative rout ing wou ld utilize a number of grade-separated tracks that could 
reduce congest ion and improve safety. 

The Indiana Depar tment of Transportation supports the f i l ing of comments and 
request for condi t ions presented by the Consor t ium. Nor thwes t Indiana is one of 
the most highly developed manufacturing centers in the nat ion and contains some 
of the highest densit ies of highway and rail in f rast ructure. Safe, ef f ic ient rail 

/''in. I ' l R l I \ t / ( , . ' / ' , \ i ! / j i i:: (>pri''r:iri'\ / 'n,"/i'\<i http:/A\-.i II :rdi<; >r,;;, i,; i,'.„"J,i.'; mJi \ htm! 
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service is critical to the continued strength of this region. INDOT feels that the 
alternative routing oroposed by the Consortium deserves strong condition by the 
STB. We feel that the suggested changes could be beneficial to both the 
communities of Northwest Indiana and the railroads operating through them. 
INDOT wishes to encourage strong consideration of the proposal by the Consortium 
as it is reviewed by the Surface Transportation Board. INDOT stands ready to 
assist all parties in reaching a mutually beneficial solution. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Curtis A. Wiley 
Commissioner 

CAW/pa 

cc: The Honorable Robert Pastrick, Mayor of East Chicago 
The Honorable Scott King, Mayor of Gary 
The Honorable Duane Dedelow, Jr., Mayor of Hammond 
The Honorable Robert Bercik, Mayor of Whiting 
Cristine Klika, Deputy Commissioner, INDOT 
Larry Goode, Chief, Intermodal Division 
Ron Thomas, Manager, Rail Section 
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csx CORPORATION NORFOLK SOLTHERN CORPORATION 
901 E. Cary Sireet, Richmond. \ .A 23219 Three Commercial Place. Norfolk. VA 23S10 
(804) 782-1476 (757) 629-2677 

June 1. 1998 

O' 
The Honorable Sumley J. Trupo 
Mayor, Cily of Berea 
11 Berea Commorts 
Berea, OH 44017 

Dear Mayor Trupo; 

The City of Berea. the Honorable Dennis Kucinich. CSX and Norfolk Southem 
have jointly developed this Agreement in Principle. This Agreement addresses issues 
raised about train operations proposed by CSX and NS ihrough the City under the CSX 
and NS Operating Plans, for the Conrail transaction pending before the Surface 
Transportaiion Bojird. Underlying this Agreemeni is the parties' recognition that efficient 
rail transportation promotes economic de\ elopment and the parties" desire for sound rail 
operations that promote the quality oflife. 

CSX and NS have rev iewed various plans and options for the routing and the 
rerouting of train traffic in the Greater Cleveland area, .'\fter analysis of the options by 
CSX. NS, and others, the parties acknowledge the railroads" belief that the CSX and NS 
Operating Plans present the superior approach for train movements over Conrail's 
Lakeshore and Short Line roules. piovided lhat the impacls associated with such 
movements can be mitigated in accordance wiih the principles outlined below. 
Accordingly, the parties adopt the following agreemeni and the Cily and Congressman 
Kucinich hereby state their support for the CSX and NS .Application and their Operaling 
Plans. 

1. Funding of Capital Projects - CSX and NS agree to participate with the Federal 
governmeni and the Slate of Ohio to fully fund construction ofa rail-highway underpass 
at Front Sireet in Berea at an estimaled total projecl cosi of $28 million. CSX further 
agrees lo participale with the Federal govemment and State of Ohio to fully fund a rail-
highway underpass at Br gle\ Road in Berea at an estimated total project cost of $17 
million. The Front Streei and Bagley Road grade separations are referred to herein as the 
"Projects."" These Projects will be consistent with, and complementary to. the CSX-NS 
Operating Plans as filed, and amended, with the Surface Transportatic. Board. In no 
case shall the combined CS.\-NS obligations ̂ r̂ these Projects be more than $16 million. 
In no event is cither CSX or NS responsible tbr any costs associated with studying or 
mitigating an> en\ ironmental impacts from these Projects. However, by so agreeing, the 
signatories shall not be deemed to have waived righis as they may have with respect to 
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mitigation ordered by the Surface Transportation Board inespective ofthe agreed to 
Projects. 

2. Hazardous Matenals Safety - CSX and NS agree to develop hazardous 
materials safety programs in concert with the appropriate public agencies. These 
programs will include, but are not limiled to. joim training and notification and response 
procedures designed to minimize nsks which may result from the transportation of 
ha/ardous materials. 

3. Noise Mitigation - Consistent wiih definitions and criteria used by the Surface 
Transportation Board in its environmenlal process. CSX and NS agree to work 
cooperatively wiih the City to mitigate, at no cost to the C ity, increased noise levels from 
increased train traffic which may occur in certain areas. CSX and NS have retainer 
independent consultants to conduct studies to detennine the exlenl to which increased 
irain traffic will impact the communities. CSX and NS w ill apply the results of such 
studies to determine the location and type of noise mitigation measures warranted, if any, 
and will consult with the City over the scope of the study area, final design and 
maintenance of any noi.se mitigalion should such miligalion measures be wananted. 

4. TTie City has raised a concem with respecl to the condition ofthe Rocky River 
railroad bridges, CSX and NS commit to inspect their respective bridges as to their 
structural integrity and discuss with the City appropriaie measures thai may be wananted, 
consistent with applicable laws regulations, and contractual obligations goveming the 
structures. 

5. The Front Street grade separation project may involve the purchase of 
property. To the extent that either railroad takes title to such property, and subject to the 
railroads' requirement for such property . CSX and NS agree to discuss with the City the 
potential donation of unused, residual property to the City. 

6. CSX, NS and the City further agree to develop a work plan for items I -5 no 
later than 90 days from the Closing Dale. CSX. NS and the City agree to establish an 
Official Advisory Committee which shall consist of a representative from CSX. NS, the 
office of the Hon. Stanley Trupo and the office of the Hon. Dennis Kucinich to oversee 
development ofthe work plan; implemtntalion of items 1 -5 above; and to review issues 
which may, from time to time, anse among the parties. 

In exchange for these commitments, the City and Congressman Kucinich will 
indicate their support for the transaciion befoie the Surface Transportation Board and 
other state and tederal agencies. CSX. NS. the Cily and Congressman Kucinich will 
make a joint filing oflhese anangements with the STB. Of course, these commitments 
are conditioned upon CSX and NS being able lo secure the STB's approval oflhe Conrail 
transaction and to implement the CSXC'S Operating Plan, as proposed by CSX and NS. 
that will move CSX trains over the Short Line and to the CoUinwood temiinal. and NS 
trains over Conrail's Lakeshore Line and the Cloggsville Route. This agreement 
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supercedes any prior filings or requests for conditions made by the City of Berea or 
Congressman Kucinich with the STB relating to environmental effects ofthe transaction 
on Berea. 

If this Agreement is acceptable, kindly indicate vour agreement on or before 
5:00 p.m. Tuesday. June 2. 1998. in the space provided below. 

•* Sincerelv. 

QA^Lt/S~ 
John W. Snow. CSX 
Chairman. President and Chief E.xecutive 
Officer 

David R. Goode. Norfolk Southem 
Chairman. President and Chief Executive 
Officer 

Accepted and Agreed to; 

rhe HonorahHe-Sfanley J 
Mayor, Cityyof Berea 

, rupo The Honorable DenniFKucinich 
United Slates House of Representatives 
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C H . R O B t N S O M C O M P A N Y 

FILE !N Apri l 22, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Boarci 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
F a x (202)565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan 

i am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions bythe 
city of Cleveland that would seve.ely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers bythe acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSXyNorfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the city of Cle',reland has made lo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational dehacle such as the one 
experienced recently in fhe Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southem Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
propo.sals put forth in fhe Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easlAivesI mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accon .ilished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa Thi«; "flir>" gu-,rant."p-5 »haf 
every easlAvest train operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other riiilroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail eastAvest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has oroposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were nece.«:c3ry, which we do nof believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for fhe "fly-over -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, nonf-. and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of anolher "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
thaf have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains CSX estimates f lone identify more than 
eight-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving fhe objectives of the 
transaction and ma; ,inizlng the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in aniving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmareo likes those thaf have occuned in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance 

itermodal Manager 

cc; 
cc; 
cc: 
cc; 

The Hon. Rodney Slater 
The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
The Hon. George Voirovrch Govemor 
Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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April 22,1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transporfation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon. Linda Morgan: 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actio; ,s by the 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for east'west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Ci.,irail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB), The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest, The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of fhe allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west train operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the olher railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised t)y the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared lo what's experienced 
today 

"I'o resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly over," oi overhead brkJge, that would cost in excess ot $150 
million and tfike a minimum ot four years to design and build Assuming 
the 'flip" v.ere necessary, v>hich we do not beiieve, and that the money 
was available, the W/o-year construction period for the "fly-ovei" -
wrtn unavoidable treffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rai! operafions in short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
fhat have been felt riationwide. will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, --esulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
ervironmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-millior tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annua; basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and mawmizing the public benefrts for both the nalional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns of the shipping communrty 
are not lost in amving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Stephanie Vollmer 
Account Executivee 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 



C.1ft. P.^BINSON COMPANY 

April 22, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan: 

I am wrrting to express serious concernt; regarding recent actkjns by tlu^ 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers bythe acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surtace Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacif,c, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put fortn in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate thf- Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this v.'ay can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that fhe STf -ssign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west train operated by erther CSX or NS, should the p-oposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction. In 
fact, should the flip" be adopted, cun-ent Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, tha would cost in excess of $150 
miiiion and take a minimum of four years to design and build. Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east. west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service tailures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectrvely wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to tie diverted from the highwavs to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and mawmizing the public benefrts for bolh the natnnal and 
local interests. 

ptease assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
;ippri;cia;e your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
b^nyfrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Shipp X 
Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q Anderson 



C.H. ROBINSON COMPANY 

April 22,1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear: Hon. Linda Morgan: 

I am wrrting to express serious concems rigaraing recent actions bythe 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adve-sely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to sh.ppers by the acquisniC' c' Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest main 
lines that ensure the fiee flow ot traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Oniy in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and \ice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west train operated by erther CSX or NS, snould the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad. 
Thic "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result .n a 
degradation of the service improvementi. promised by the fransaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopied, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt fmes increase compared fo what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build /^suming 
the "flip" were neces- <y. which we do noi believe, and that the money 
was available, the two year consti uction period for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curtews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devrst^ttiig to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation ot another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failu.'-es 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad wi'! be able to compete as effectively wrth trucks, resulting 
in lost op'jortunrty to relieve traffic congestkjn and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone kJentify more than 
eight-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the rouiing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the publk; benefrts for bo\h the natk)nal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping communily 
are not lost in arriving at a solutk)n in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtkin are i^alized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avo kled. 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sil 

Muge Qgmen 
Account Executive 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John 0. Anderson 



C.H . ROBINSON COMPANY 

April 22,1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear: Hon. Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 
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The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serwus risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensu.'-e that both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Mklwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west train operaled by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will mn in conflict wrth the other railroad. 
This "flip." and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared fo what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead brklge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" ware necessary which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" --
wrth unavoklable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations. In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
thaf have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland s 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopter̂  and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effeclively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestwn and make important 
environmental gains CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocatkjn of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for tioth the natwnal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns oflhe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appre'iate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtkin are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occun-ed in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Edv 
Intemational 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 



C . i | R9BINSON COMPANY 

April 22, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Surte 820 
Washingion, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to egress serious co >cer(i3 regarding recent actions by the 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtkin of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion ot Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surtace Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Hou.ston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, e>asts if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Mklwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easl/west train operated by erther CSX or NS should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation ofthe service improvements promised by fhe transactton. In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/v/est rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compa red to what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead brklge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable Iraffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations. In short, 
the creation of another "Houston." wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nafionwk.e, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and servk;e qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestton and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone dentify more than 
eight-millton tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The aliocatton of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achie-ving the objectives of the 
transactton and maximizing the publto benefrts for both the nattonal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solutton in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtton are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avo kled. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

RyairCiles J 
Intermodal s|iles 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovtoh Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 



C.H . ROBINSON COMPANY 

April 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax: (202)565-9015 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan; 

I am writing to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 
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The substantial benefits projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (oTB) Tfie threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are prcvided with east/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing trat ine STB assign to CSX itie iiiieb 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation ofthe service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to whafs exp€r:enced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four y ^ars to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we o not believe and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" ~ 
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south ~ would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 



the creation of another "Houston," with the , jpeated sen/ice failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wii;^ trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone idenlify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally prooosed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents fhe most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns of the shipping community 
are not lost in amving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensu.e that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely 

Barry Cohen 
Transportation Sales 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon George Voinovich Governor 
OC Mr John Q. Anderson 



C.H . ROBINSON COMPANY 

April 22. 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan 

I am wrrting to expres,s serious concerns regarding recent acttons by the 
crty of Cleveland thaf would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that jould accrue to shippers by fhe acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
fhe Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by 'he 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtton of Conrail are put at serto'js risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operattonal debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as fhe result of the Unton 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopti, the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transactton is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easlMest main 
lines fhat ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operattons. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enha-cpd service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtton for 
customers in the Northeast and Mklwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially prooosing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
prewusly assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every eastAvest tram operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transactton be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creaies. will result in a 
degradatton of the service mprovements promised by the transactton In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easlAwest rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or o\er!iead brklge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do nof believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operattons In short 
the creafton of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and servtoe qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestton and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify mcic thar, 
eight-millton tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to fhe rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The aliocatton of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objecf ies of the 
transaction and maximizing the publto benefrts for both the nattonal and 
local interests. 

P ease assisi us in ensuring that the concerns of the shipping communrty 
are not lost in amving at a solutton in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts thaf would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
thaf shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avo kled 

Thank you for your assistance. 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 



C . H . ROBINSON COMPANY 

April 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Stieet. NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 

Dear Hon. Linda Morgan; 

I am writing to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
City of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southem 

The substantial benefits projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of anothe-- operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with east/west main 
lines that ensure tha free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cieveiano. essentially proposing thai ine STb assign to CSX tne nnes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/'west tram operated by either CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transaction be approved, wili run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to whafs experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum cf four years to design ana build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary , which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing easl, west, north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 
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C H . ROBINSON COMPANY 

the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted fi-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and mixirj-njirig t^e public t>er!efits f'-̂ r tyth the national and 
local interests. 

6727 Randers Drive 

Suite 228 

San Diego, CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

<ax 619.453.4868 

Please assist us in ensuring th=it the concerns of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doir.g everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Transportation Sales 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Andsrson 



C . H . f}OBINSON C O K P A N Y 

April 21, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax; (202)565-9015 

6727 Randers Drive 

Suite 228 

San Diego, CA 

92121-2926 

619.453,6699 

800.347,7060 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan fax 619.453.4868 

1 am writing to express serious concerns regardmg recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at se-icus risk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Sur^rjce Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

Ti. ™ » 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with east/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without confiict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing liiat uie STB daaiî ii lo CoX ii'ic in ica 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transection be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost m excess of SI50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have tieen felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will tie able to compete as effectively with trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public bienefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realize-* and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Brandi Brooks 
Transportation Sales 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John Q Anderson 



C H . R O B I N S O N COMPANY 

April 21, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Suite 820 
Washingtcn, D C. 20423 
Fax; (202,565-9015 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan; 

6727 Randers Drive 

Suite 228 

San Oegc, CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

f u 619.453.4868 

I am writing to express senous concerns regardmg recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affecf the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by fhe 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface "•'ransportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the resu t of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
asse;s to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
Imes that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now propcsed a "flip" of the allocated lines 

previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transacfion be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transacfion. In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's expenenced 
today. 

To resclve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has oroposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-yoar construction penod for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 
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the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will tie able to compete as effectively with trucks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted fi-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
'•epresents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Harms 
Transportafion Sales 

cc; The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr John Q. Anderson 



C ^ H ' R O B I N S O N COMPANY 

April 21, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax; (202)565-9015 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan; 

6727 Randers Onve 

Suite 228 

San Diego, CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

fix 619.453.4868 

I am writing to express senous concerns regaroing recent actions by me 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recentty in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 
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One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
cther railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 
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The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
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previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promis jd by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to whats experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a mmimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west north and 
south ~ would be devastating to efficient rail operations In si,ort. 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX esfimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted ft-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

^ i m Schulte 
' Transportafion Manager 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John 0 Anderson 



C H . t ^ O B I N S O N COMPANY 

April 21, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax; (202)565-9015 

Dear. Hon. Linda Morgan 

I am writing to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Tiansportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recentty in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conraii 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Oniy in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced compefifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
ill Citivttiaiici, cJbSfei ilidii/ u(-iu5iii9 tnal hit Gi 3 aij.^'i tc CCX thv iines 
p'-eviously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transacfion. In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take s minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction penod for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 

6727 Randers Drive 

Suite 228 

San Diego, CA 

92121-2926 

619 453.6699 

800.347.7060 

<w : 19.453.4868 
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the creation of another "Houston," witti the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip' be adopted and service quality affected, neittier 
railroad will be able to compete as eft'ecfively with trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alrne identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted ft-om the highways to ttie rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transacfion and maximizing ttie public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Burkhart 
Transportafion Sales 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Mon. ris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr John Q Anderson 



C.H. R O B I N S O N COMPANY 
I * . 

April 22, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet. NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan 

I am wrrting to e>?>ress serious concerns regarding ,-ecen' actions bythe 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affeei the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtton of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

3 Corporate Park Drive 

Suite 240 

Irvine, CA 

92606-5111 

714.252.0251 

800 999 2450 

fax7l4J52.l549 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Nortolk Southem (NS) acquisrtton of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made fo fhe Suriace Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operattonal debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Unton 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exisis if the STB adopts the 
proposals put fort.h in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Con' Jil 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service better transrt times, and balanced competrtton for 
customers in the Northeast and Mklwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveiand, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to what's eiqaerienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent confltot. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead brklge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and fake a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the h^io-year consfruction perioo for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoklable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston " wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwkle. will occur in the East under Cleveland's 



proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and servtoe qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in losf opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-millton fmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The aliocatton of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and mawmizing the publto benefrts for both the nattonal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concem3 oflhe shipping communrty 
are not lost in crriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
fhat shipping nightmares likes those thaf have occurred in Houston are 
avo kled 

Thank you for your assistance. 

t t t I U f \ « erely. 

Claudia Sommers 
Branch Manager 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovtoh Govemor 
cc; Mr John Q Anderson 



C . H . R O B I N S O N C O M P A N Y 

April 22, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan: 

3 Corporate Park Drive 

Suite 240 

Irvine. CA 

92606-5111 

714 252.0251 

800.999.2450 

fax 714.252.1549 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affecf the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers bythe acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southem. 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers bythe 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operattonal debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One ofthe primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midv^est. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the LTB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west train operat -"d by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transactton. In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared lo what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve fhis inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do nof believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction pertod for fhe "fly-over" -
wrth unavoklable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations in short, 
the creation ot another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should fhe "tlip" be adopted and servtoe qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to comt^te as effectively wrth trucks, resuKing 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestton and make important 
environmental gains, CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-millton truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The aliocatton of lines and the routing of fraffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CS.X/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transactton and maximizing the publto benefrts for both the nattonal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping communrty 
are not lost in antving at a solutton in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts thaf would result from the Conrail acquisrtton are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes fiiose that have occuned in Houston are 
avokled. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Auftij* 
Executive Sales 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovtoh Governor 
cc; Mr John Q. Anderson 



C . H . ROBINSON COMPANY 

April 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 KStreet NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax; (202)565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan 

6727 Randers Drive 

Suite 228 

San Diego, CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

fax 619.453.4868 

I am writing to express serious concerns regardmg recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrai! are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrai! 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
i^r*'! ^icsn-^^i-r^'i : V * h c l,.-, ac 

previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradatton of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year constructton pericd for the "fly-over" -
with ijnavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 
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the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip' be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eigfit-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and fne routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Scott MacNaughton 
LTL/Truckload Account Execufive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr. John 0. Anderson 



C H . ROBINSON COMPANY 

March 24. 1998 OH All 
Execut** Ofpces 

BIOO Mitchel Road 

Eden Prairte, MN 

The Honorable Linda Morgan 55344-2248 
Chairman 612937 ssoc 
Surface Transportaiion Board f» 612.937,7809 
1925 KStreet. N.W. 
Suite 820 
Washington. D.C. 20423 

Dear Ms. Morgan; 

My name is Thomas D. Perdue and I serve as Vice President Inlennodal for C.H. Robinson 
Worldwide, one ofthe largest third parly transportation and logistics companies in the vvorld. 
with revenues approaching two billion dollars. My primarv responsibility is the management of 
all a.specls of Robinson's intermodal and rai! business. This responsibility encompasses 
markeling. sales, operations, rail and truck negotiations, and equipnient management. I am 
writing to express my concerris regarding actions by the Cit> oi CIex eiand lhat would negatively 
impacl the potential benefils of CSX and Norfolk Southern's acquisilion of Conrail. 

Firsl ofall. 1 believe lhat Cleveland's posiiion and opposition lo the Conrail acquisition plan 
represents a defaclo challenge to the historic legal rights of inlerslate commerce o\ er local 
concems. It is the STB's responsibility to determine the ultimate benefits and values ofthe CSX 
and Norfolk Southem plans on a nalional transporfation basis. It would be inappropriate to 
compromise those benefits in faxor of local desires. 

further. Cleveland's proposed solution to "flip" some irackage and reroute trains is simply not 
practical, particularly from an economic perspective. Projected capital costs lo supporl the 
ClcN eland recommendation are prohibitive, not lo mention the long term negative impacl on 
operating expense. .And the impact on competiti\eness is nol realislicall\ addressed. 

Their filing does not demon.strate that the Cleveiand interests ha\ e anal> /ed the Conrail 
acquisition plan from a balanced transportation \ iewpoint. SpecificalK. the efficiencies to be 
gained from the acquisition should lead to a much more truck competiti\ e rail network in the 
Northeasi. and this can resull in overall environmenlal gains due to significant diversion of truck 
traific from the highway to the rails. 

And finalh. one has lo ask. do ;he Cle\ eland proposals tmly resolve the expressed concems of 
the local groups or do they simply shifl the problem elsewhere, potenlialh leading to further 
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disputes? The most constmctive path is for the Cleveland interests and the CSX and Norfolk 
Southem to develop a plan that addressees some of the local concems while avoiding the 
outrageous cost and anti-compe>ilive potenlial oflhe currenl Cleveland offered "solutions"". This 
implies compromise, bul lhal is the basis of "win, w in"' solutions. 

In summary, we encourage the STB to not allow the potential benefits to the shipping 
communily lhat will result from the CSX and NS acquisilion of Conrail to be lost by resolving 
the local Cleveland concems on their terms. The communily and the raihoads should be slrongly 
encouraged to craft a compromise that ultimately avoids the negative cost and service impact of 
the pre.sent Cleveland proposal. Most importantly, the legal precedence of imerstate commerce 
over local interests must be preserved. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely 

Thonias D. Perdue 
Vice President Intermodal 

cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
Chief Commercial Officer CSXT 



April 22, 1996 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Tranoportatlon Board 
1925 K Street. NW " " ' 
Surte 820 \ W***̂ !!'; 
Washmgton, D C. 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland thaf would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at senous risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made lo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern •Pacific, exists ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate lhe Conrail 
assets (0 ensure fhat both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwe.st main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in fhis way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Mkjwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cie>/eland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east.'west tram operated by erther CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip ' and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers wil' see transrt times increase compared to what's experienced 
today 

Tc resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, thaf wouid cosf in excess of Si 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, vvhich we do nof believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" --
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east we.st north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated sf.rvice failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth trucks, resulfing 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to fhe rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/N'S filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston ?re 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, 

EdvVaido Sancjrez 
International saiits 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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3 C o r p o r j t s Pa'» 

•y^ 
The Hon. Linda Morgan ^ ' ' O ' 
Chairman . ^O 
Surface Transportation Board OX^'/ 5u.ie240 
1925 K Streei. NW *V 
Surt^ d20 '̂̂  
Washington. D C 20 4 2 3 92606-5: ii 
Fax (202)565-9015 ,,^^3^^^^ 

800.999,2*50 

Dear; Hon. Lmda Morgan; 714.252.549 

I am wrrting fo express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect fhe .many benefits 
that could accrue fo shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrdil by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefrts projected for eastAvest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation ^ 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle such as the one > ~" | 
experienced recentty m the Houston area as the result of the Union 5.' 
Pacific merger wrth the Southem Pacific, exists If the STB adopts the ?" 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing i-^' ' 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets fo ensure fhat both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest main 
I nes that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad s operations Only m this way can CSX and NS secu.'-e 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Mkjwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every eastAvest fram operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will resull in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times mcrease compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cosl in excess of S150 
million and take a mmimum of four years to design and build Assumii .̂  
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" --
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth fhe repeated sen/ice failures 
that have been felt r^at'onwioc, will occur m fhe East under Cleveland's 



proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad vill be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone kJentify more than 
eight-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Clevelano area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the nost-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are not losf in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts thaf would rest-i* from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avokJed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Tcerely, 

Stephanie Vollmer 
Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. RocjH.,y Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Adminirfrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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Dear Hon. Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
crty nf Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the S2 « 
Cv^X,'Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another o'perational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exists ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth e jst/west main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northea.sf and Mklwest. The plan filed wrth fhe STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice -/ersa. This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/west train operated by erther CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip." and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result m a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve this mherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that wculd cost in excess of SI 50 
million and take a mmimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period forthe "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable fraffic curfews and frain queuing east west, north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operalions In short, 
the creation of another 'Houston." wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 



proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve fraffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains, CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland ?rea. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

P'ease assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can fo ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avokJed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

^JncEtely^^ 

Muge O ^ e n 
Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Jhairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan: 

I am wrrting fo express senous concems regarding recent actions by the 
crty 0. Cleveland lhat wouiu severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/'Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result ofthe Union 
Pacif „ merger wrth the Southem Pacific, exsts ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
Imes that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict f; nm the 
other railroad''i operations Only in this way can CSX ana NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers m the Northeast and Midwest, The plan filed wnh the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the silocated lines 
m Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assio'i to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every eas ^-st tram operated by erther CSX or NS. siiuuid ihe propobeu 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth fhe other railroad 
This "flip," and the mherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt fimes mcrease compared to what's expenenced 
today. 

To resolve this mherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cosf m excess of Si 50 

rnillion and take a mmimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the flip'were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, fhe two-year construction period forthe "fly-over -
wrth unavoidable fraffic curfews and train queuing east west north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail opera' jns In short 
the creafion of another "Houston," wrth fhe repeate . service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effecfively with t.-ucks, resulting 
in losf opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone dentify more than 
eight-million truck miies to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the natwnal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arnving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtron are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those fhat have occun-ed in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 
« 

Sincerely, 

Jdnet R. H k ^ / 
Iflfermodal Manager 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 
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Dear Hon Linda Morgan; 

I am wrifing to express serious concerns regarding recent acfions by the 
city of Cleveland tnat would severely adversely affect the rriany tjenefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantlai benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrai' are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has maae to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operafional debacle, such as fhe one 
experienced recenfiy in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put fonh in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free *low of traffic without conflict from the 
cther railroad's operafions Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers ir the Northeast and Midvi.est The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now oroposed a "flip' of the allocated Imes 
m Cleveland, essenfially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa Th.s "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transacfion be approved, will run m conflict with the other railroad 
This "flip." and the nherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to wnat's expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge that would cost in excess of Si 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip " were necessary, which we do not believe and that the money 
was available, the two-year construcfion period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastaUng to efficient rail operations In short. 
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the creafion of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have, been felt nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able fo compete as effectively with trucks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX estimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted fi-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Clevelc.nd as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occun-ed in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely 

Mike Burkhart 
Transportafion Sales 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc. The Hon. Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; The Hon George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr John Q. Anderson 



April 22. 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Streef. NW 
Surte 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan; 

• •:3 

I am wrrting to express serious concems regardmg recent actions by fhe 
c»y G, C eveland that wuuid severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southe n 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers bythe 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail î re put at senous risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made fo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) i he threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as fhe result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southem Pacific, exists ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure fhat bolh CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
lines that ensure fhe free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in tne Northeast and Mkjwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
m Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and ĵice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
everv easfwest train operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict wrth fhe other railroad 
This flip," and fhe mherent conflict rt creates will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by fhe transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
\ o d a T ^ ' ^ ' ' ^ " ^ " ^ """^^ '"^'^^^^ compared to what s experienced 

To resolve this mherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2- mile long 
fly-over, or overhead bridge, fhat would cost m excess of S150 

rriillion and lake a mmimum of four years fc design and build Assuming 
the flip were necessary, which we do not believe and that fhe money 
was available, the two-year construction period forthe 'fly-over' -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and fram queuing east, west north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operafions In short 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repealed service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur m the East under Cle«^land's 

A 

3 Coroorate .? 

Suite 240 

Irvine. CA 

92606-5 i : I 

714,252.025; 

800 999 2*50 

fax 7:4 252. 5-9 

O 
ot 
c: 
S3 



1. 

proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopied and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams, CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
trarsaction and maximizing fhe public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests 

Please assist us in ensuring fhat the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avokled. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely,'-^^ ^ ^ 

• Mark B. C l̂sey^— 
Sales ti^anager 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George V.^incich Govemor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax. (202)555-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan-

1^ 

I am writing to exoress senous concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits orojected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific nerger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put fonh in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easf west mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimes, and balanced compefition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest, The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS should the proposed 
transacfion be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent confiict it creates will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to whats expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of $150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construcfion period for ihe 'fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north ana 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operafions In short 
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the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the ' flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains, CSX estimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted ft-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally pioposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerr.s ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at a solufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. ' 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Scott MacNaughton 
LTL/Truckload Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 



Apnl 21, 1998 

I am wrifing to express serious concerns regarding recent acfions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversefy affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at senous nsl< 
by a filing fhe city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportaticn 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in fhe Houston area as the result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland fii.ng 

One ofthe pnmary goals ofthe transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets tc ensure t.'iat both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers m the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip " guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in confiict with the other railroad. 
This '"flip,"' and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip' be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to what's expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over" or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of SI 50 
miilion and take a minimum of four years to design ano build. Assuming 
the flip" were necessary, whicn we do not believe, and that fhe money' 
was available, the two-year '-.onstrucficn penod for the "fly-over " -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operat'ons In short 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 6727 Ranaê s: 
Surface Transportafion Board r rcWi^O Sute228 
1925 K Street, NW „n 
S u i t e 8 2 0 u , i \ \ \ ^ ^ ^ SanD.ego,CA 

Washmglon. D C 20423 -^vi , 92121-2926 
Fax (202)565-9015 ^.t.^i^if-'^' 619.453,6699 

800,347,7060 
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the creafion of another ""Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland s 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effecfively with trucks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams CSX estimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

6727 Randers Drive 

Suite 228 

San Diego, CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

f u 619.453.4868 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution m Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your domg everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Ccnrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Ed Hidalgo 
transportafion Sales 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hrjn Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc: The Hon George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr, John Q Anderson 



Apnl 21, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Sui'.e 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax. (202)565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan; 

VED 
M 

I am writing to express sennus concerns regarrfing rerent arfions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substanfial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put af senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB). The threat of another operafional debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals of ihe transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operafions. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimes, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transacfion be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This "flip." and the mherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the ser̂ îce improvements promisee by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail es fwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared what s experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has propcsed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge. that would cost in excess of S150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construcfion period for the "fly-over"" ~ 
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 
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the creation of another "Houston." with the repeated sen/ice failures 
that have been felt nafionwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland"s 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effecfively with fi^cks,. resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make imponant 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the n îost-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result ft-om the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occun-ed in Houston are 
avoided • 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely.^ 

Barry Cohen 
Transportafion Sales 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John 0. Anderson 



April 21, 1998 

The Hon Lmda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Suite 820 
Washingtcn, D C 20423 
Fax; (202)565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Moraan: 

Sh 
• VENT 

6727Ran8e-s 

Suite 228 

San D.ego, CA 

92121-2926 

619 453 6699 

800,3477060 

fax 619,453.4865 

I am wnfing to express senous concerns regarding recent acfions by fhe 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operafional debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recantly in the Houston area as the result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goais of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of •raffic without conftict from fhe 
other railroad's operafions Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimes, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland nas now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assiyned to NS and vice versa This "'flip' guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, curr. t Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has prooosed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over." or ovei head bndge. that would cost in excess of Si 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assummg 
the '"flip' were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over'" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east. west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 

rr 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt -nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
nilroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks. resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the raiis 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally rroposed m the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-ef ective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shippinq community 
are not lost in arnving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everytning you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Harms 
Transportafion Sales 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

The Hon. Rodney Slater 
The Hon. Jolene Molitons Administrator 
The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 22. 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Surte 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon. Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to express senous concerns regarding rt cent actions by fhe 
city cf CleveLnd that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue fo shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern, 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made fo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational deoacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houslon area as the result of fhe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of fhe transacfion is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure thaf both CSX and NS are provideo wrth easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
olher railroad's operations Only m this wa> can CSX and NS secure 
en".anced service, better transrt fime^, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
m Cleveland, essentially proposing fhat fhe STB assign fo CSX fhe lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip " guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operaled by erther CSX or NS, should the propcsed 
transac* on be approved, will mn n ".onflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip." and fhe inherent confiict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared (o whaf s experienced 
today 

To resolve this mherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over." or overhead bridge, that would cosf m excess of Si 50 
million and take a minimum of four years lo design and build Assuming 
the "flip ' were necessary, which we do not believe, and lhal fhe money 
was available, the fiwo-year construction period forthe "fly-over"" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing easl. west, north and 
south - would be devaslatmg lo efficient rail operations In short, 
fhe creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in fhe East under Cleveland"s 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone klent-fy more than 
eight-million tmck miles fo be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaction and ma^r.iizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensunng that the concerns ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate yourcjmg everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from ihe Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
thaf shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avokJed. 

Thank you for your assistance 

Cerely, 

Stephanie Vollmer 
Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Adminictrator 
cc: The Hon George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr. John Q, Anderson 



April 22, 1998 

The Hon Lmda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Surte 820 
Washmgton, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 
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Dear; Hon, Linda Morgan 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding receni actions by tiie 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Soulhern 

The substanfial benefrts projected for east/'west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat cf another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result ot the Union 
Pacific nierger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts if the STB adopts the 
proposals put fcrth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure fhat both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west mam 
lines that ensure fhe free flow of fraffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railrc .id's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secu, ^ 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeasi and Mklwest. The plan filed wrth the STE 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a 'flip " of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
ever '̂ easfwest tram operaled by erthe' CSX or NS, should the pruposed 
transaction be approved, will run iii conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip " and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result m a 
degradation ofthe service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip"" be adopied. cunent Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, fhat would cosf in excess of Si 50 
million and fake a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
fhe "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the '"fly-over " --
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west north ano 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short 
the creation of another "Houston." wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the Easl under Cleveland s 

3 Corporate - ' i - i 

Suite 240 

Irvine. CA 

926C6-5i 11 

714,252,025! 

800 9992450 

fax 714,252, 5-9 

o 



proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve fraffic congestion and ^ake importani 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone kJentify mort than 
fight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtk)n are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avokjed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Tv-1 c 
RyarrOiles 
Intermodal $ales 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. Jofm 0. Anderson 
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4 
The Hon Linda Morgan RECEIVED 
C h a i r m a n 3 Co.'pora-.e 

Surface Transportation Board 11 w98 Su,te240 
1925 KStreet. NW 
S u r t e 8 2 0 MAS:C . : ^ ,VFS ' lrv.ne.CA 

Washington, DC 20423 " 926C6-5i!i 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

800999 2450 
Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; fax 714 252. 549 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
crty of Cleveland fhat wouid severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by fhe acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

Tlie substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle such as the one 
experienced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southem Pacific, exsts ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of fhe transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure thai both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest main 
lines that ensure fhe free flow of fraffic wrthout conflict from fhe 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Mklwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now propcsed a "flip " of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa, '^ is "flip" guarantees that 
evei-y easfv '̂esl train operated by erther CSX or NS. should ihe ĴluMuSfcd 
transacfion be approved, will run in conflict wrth fhe other railroad 
This "flip," and fhe inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradation of the sen/ice improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact should the "flip" be adopied. current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times mcrease compared to what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"f y-over," or overhead bridge that would cost m excess of S150 
million and lake a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip " were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, fhe fiwo-year construction period for fhe "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east west, north and 
south - would be devastating lo efficient rail operations In short, 
fhe creafion of another "Houston " wrth the repealed service failures 
thaf have been felt nationwide, wiil occur m the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad w, J be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve Iraffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates aione kJentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaction and maxmizing the public benefrts for both the natwnal and 
local inleresls. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arnving at a solufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sffiterely, 

Claudia Sommers 
Branch Manager 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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April 21, 1998 
i,*-.tr^ ' 

The Hon Linda Morgan . 
Chairman * 
Surface Transportafion Board ^ fC f /V f£ ) 
1925 K Streef NW ^/v 
Suite 820 ^̂ ô 
Washington, D C, 20423 MAVJ-"-:^. 

Fax; (202) 565-9015 Sid ' " 

6727 Ranfle-s 2- .c 

Suite 228 

San Diego. CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7C6C 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; fax 6!945; *iis 

1 am wrifing to express senous concerns regarding recent actions by t̂ '.e 
city of Cleveland that wouid severely adversely drfect the niany benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southeni 

o 
The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the ~ 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Ccnrj il are put at senous risk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational deoacle such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conrai! ^ 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad s operafions Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CTX the iines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip " guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, shouid the propcsed 
transacfion be approved, will run in conflict w th the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the service improven ents promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times mcrease comparea to whafs expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over,"" or overhead bridge, that wc jid cost in excess of S15C 
million and take a minimum of four years to design ana build Assuming 
the ""flip" were necessary, which we do not oelieve, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operafions In short. 



the creafion of another "Houston." with the repeated sen/ice failures 
that have been felt nafionwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effecfively with tmr-.ks, res- '•:ng 
in lost opponunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as orginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ersumn ihat the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arnving ^t a -olufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, ^. 

Jim Schulte 
Transportafion Manager 

cc; The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; . ie Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 22. 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K SIreef, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington. D C. 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan; 

II 

-I'f 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regaidmg recent actions by the 
crty of Cleveland thaf would severely adversely gffect the many benefrts 
thaf could accrue to shippers by fhe acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
fhe Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put af serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made fo fhe Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB). The threat of another ojDerational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result oflhe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is lo allocate the Conrail 
assets fo ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west mam 
lines that ensure fhe free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operafions Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times and balanced compefifion for 
customers m the Northeast and Midwest The plan fled wrth the STB 
accomplished lhat goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated Imes 
m Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 

!n 

every easfwest frain operated by erther CSX or NS. should the p, 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip," and fhe inherent conflict rt creaies, will result in a 
degradation ofthe service improvements promised bythe transaction 
fact, should fhe "flip" be adopted, current Conrail east/wesi rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to what"s experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of SI 50 
million and take a minim.um of four years to design and build Assuming 
fhe "flip"' were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period forthe "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating fo efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad wiil be able lo compete as effectively wrth tmcks. resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annuai basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and fhe routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the publk: benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that ha-ze occuned in Houston are 
avokJed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Austin 
Executive Sales 

cc: Tlie Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon, George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr. John Q Anderson 



April 22, 1998 I6tdl 

The Hon Linda Morgan rt- ^ 
Chairman ^^^IVFr 
Surface Transportafion Board * • ^ 
1925 K .Street, NW 
S u r t e 8 2 0 • 'rvine. CA 

Washmgton, D C. 20 4 2 3 92606-5 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

3 Corpc-a-j -Z' 

Suite 240 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to express serious concems regardmg recent actions by fhe 
Crty c, Cleveland that would severely adversely affecf fhe many benefrts 
? M°!i l ^o ' ' ' ' ' ^ ^° ^^'PP^'^ acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and the Norfolk Southern 

ncll"!^!!^,?"^' ^^"^^"^^ projected for east/west shippers by fhe 
CSX/NJorfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put af serious risk 
RnfrH'r<FT2f Cleveland has made fo fhe Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in fhe Houston area as fhe result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southem Pacific, exsts if the STB adopts the o 
proposals put forth in fhe Cleveland filing ^ 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is fo allocate ihe Conrail 
assets to ensure thaf bolh CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest main 
lmes that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
cuslomers in the Northeast and Mklwest The p'an filed wrth fhe STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
m Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the Imes 
previously assgned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operatea by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will mn m conflict wrth the other railroad 
This flip, and fhe mherent conflict rt creates will result in a 

^^'^' '^ improvements promised by fhe transaction In 
fact, should the flip"" be adopted, current Ccnrail east/'west rail 

\ 0 6 a T ^ ' ^ ' ' " ' ^ ^ """^^^^ compared to what s experienced 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
ny-over. or overhead bndge. that would cost m excess of S150 

rnillnn and take a mmimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the flip were necessary, which we do not believe, and thaf fhe money 
was available fhe two-year conslmclion penod for the "iiy-over" -
Wrth unavoidaole traffic curfews and tram queuing east west north gnd 
south - woulc be devastating to efficient rail operations in short 
he creafion of another "Houston," wrth fhe repeated service failures 

that have been felt nationwide, will occur m fhe East under Cleveland's 

714 i s : : : : -

800 999 :-»5: 

fax 714.252- 5-

" 5 



28-98 ID-BUSINESS 2 OF 2 1 



proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effecirvely wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gcins. CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the natronal and 
tocal interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the corcems ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substaniial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
a\A}kJed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Shipp 
Account Executive 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 

c: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemnr 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 



Apn! 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan 

V ; . 

Si'S 

I am wrifing to express senous concerns regardmg recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 
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The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put a; senous risk 
by a filing the city cf Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB) The threat of another operafional debacle such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of tf;e Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmar/ goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conrai! 
assets to ensure lhat both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service better transit fimes, and balanced competition for 
customers m the Nonheast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has. now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lin<;s 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign tr CSX the lines 
prev'ousiy assigned to INS ana vice versa Tms flip gua-anteess liiat 
evory easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS. should tne proposed 
transacfion be approved, will run m conflict with the other raiiroad 
Tn,"! "flip " and the inherent conflict it creates will result m a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact should the ""flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
custom.ers will see transit times increase compared to whafs experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
•fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of SI50 
million and fake a minimum of four years to design ana build Assuming 
the ""flip" were necessary, which we do not believe and fhat the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over'" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east west, north and 
scum - would be devastafing to efficient rail operafions In short. 

o 
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the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nafionwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effecfively with tmcks. resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX esfimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted ft-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and fhe roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensunng that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are not lost m arnving at a solufion in Cleveland, We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can tc ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

0 ^"^60 Lo 
Brandi Brooks 
Transportafion Sales 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

The Hon Rodney Slater 
The Hon Jolene Molitons Administrator 
The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 22, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan: 

T ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^^9arding recent actions by the 
i h l L r i T ' ' ' ^ y '"^^^'y ^'^^^^^'y '-"^^y benefits 
t^No°rflTouthr''^'"^ ' ~ 

V < , % T T ! ' J f ^T^^"*' ^^s^*^«sf shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 

Board'rSTBf ^ ^ ' T ' f ' " " '^^ Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle such as the one 
expenenced recenfiy m the Houston area as the result of the U n i o r 
Pacific nierger wrth the Southem Pacific, exsts if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing 

One Of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Co.^raii 
. ssels to ensure that both CSX and NS are provKJed wrth easfVvesf mam 
lines tha ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other -^ailroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 

r.'; i r m p r ? ' ' ^ M^'f ^ ' ^ ' ' " ' * ' ' ' ' ^ " " competrtion for 
c^.tomers m tfie Northeast and Midwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

I ^ ' i ? " i ° ' ^ ' ^ ' * ' ^ " ' ^ 1^^' "^"^ ^ ""'P ' of'f^e allocated Imes 
m ..leveland. essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 

e X r ^ . ' , r ' ? r ' ' ° ^^^^ "flip" guarantees that 
evitry easfwest tram operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict wrth fhe other railroad 
Th s flip, and the nherent conflict rt creaies. will result m a 
fa'cf'fhoI'iM ,hp "f! ^^i:^'^^'"^P^o^-^ents promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the flip be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see iransrt tmies mcrease compared to whafs expenenced 

^Iv oS'^'^or'n '""l-^^^?'oc'iflict, Clevelanc has pmposed a 2-mile long 
fly-over, or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of Si 50 

rn^lion and take a mmimum of four years to des^n and build Assummg 

was H Z l ! r ' " ^ ""^"^ ^° ^ '^ ' ' ' ^ '̂ O'̂ ey was ? vailable, the hvo-year construction period for the "fly-over" -

^.ufh " 'roMM h ' T " " i T " " ' ^^^"'"9 ^asf. west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient lail operafions In short 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt na-.ionwide. will occur m the East under Cleveland s 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million truck m l̂es fo be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greaier 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maxmizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping communrty 
are not lost in arnving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure fhat the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized ar;d 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuired in Houston are 
avokJed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Shipp \ 
Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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April21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax; (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan; 

i am wnt'ng to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
c:cy of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at serious nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently in the Houston area as the resuit of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free fiow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operafions Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service better transit fimes. and balanced compefifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS should the proposea 
transacfior be a^orcved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the sen/ice improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "'flip"" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to whats experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile iong 
"fly-over" or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of Si 50 
million and take minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "'flip' were nect ssary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction penod for the "fly-over" -
with jnavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, •::̂ sX. north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operations. In short. 
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the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nafionwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with taicks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX esfimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/'NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transaction and m.aximi2ing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
iocai interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at a solufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result ft-om the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Brandi Brooks 
Transportafion Sales 

cc; The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon, George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John 0, Anderson 



April 22, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairmsn ^ r̂por?-̂  ParK D-ve 
Surfac - Transportation Board I ""n Su,te240 
1925 ,< Street, NW \t 
Surte 820 ! 
Washmgton, 0 C. 20423 ' 92606-5 11 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

714.252,0251 

800.999 2450 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; fax 714.252.;549 

I am writing to express serious concems regarding recent actions by the 
Crtv of C eveland thai would severely adversely affecl the many benefits 
hat could accrue fo shippers by fhe acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 

the Norfolk Souihern 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers by fhe 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conraii are p it af serious risk 
Rnf rH / c V i f ' '^l ^ ' ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^̂ ŝ made 10 the Surface -ransportation 
board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, -uch as the one 
experienced recenfiy m the Houston area as fhe result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southem Pacific, exsts if fhe STB adopts'he 
proposals put forth m fhe Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
asseis fo ensure that bolh CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced co npetrtion for 
cuslomers m the Northeast and MkJwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
m Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign fo CSX the Imes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwost train operated by erther CSX or NS, should tl,e proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the olher ra Iroad 
This "'flip." and the mherent conflict rt creaies, will resuit in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by fhe transaction In 
tact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
tod^Iy"^^'^ ^^^^^^ ' ' '"^^ increase compared fo what's expenenced 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of SI 50 

rnillion and lake a mininium of foui yeais to design and build Assuming 
the flip were necessar/, which we do not believe, and that fhe money 
was available, the two-year construction period forthe "fly-over"" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queumg east, west north and 
south - would be devasfatmg fo efficient rail operations In short 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wfth toiCks, resulfing 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the natwnal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are nof lost in amving af a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, / - ' / I 

• Mark B. 0Ssef -. 
Sales'ti^anager 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 21. 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan ' ,rr^ -̂^ 
Chairman 6727 Rande-s r-.e 
Surface Transportation Board ; ] Sui»228 
1925 KStreet. NW 
S u i t e 8 2 0 • San Diego, CA 

Washington, D C 20 4 2 3 92121-2926 
Fax; (202) 565-9015 619.453 6699 

800.347.7C6C 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; fax 6i9.453.4868 

I am writing to express senous concerns regardmg recent acfions by the 
city of Cleveland that wouid severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that couid accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at senous risk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recenfiy in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the SIB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimes and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing fhat the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS. should the oroposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with -he other railroad. 
This ""flip,"' and the inherent conflict it creates, wui result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "'flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times mcrease compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-rniie long 
"fly-over," or overhesu oridge, that would cost in excess of SI 50 
million and tpki a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
thd "fiip were necessary , which we do not believe, ana that the money 
was available, the two-year construction penod for the 'fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensunng th.^l the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing even/thing you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, . / ' ' 

Jim Schulte 
Transportation Manager 

cc; The Hon, Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John O. Anderson 
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April 22. 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board DcrtW/FH c 
1925 K Street.NW RECt lV t J Su,te240 
Surte 820 f̂ ^̂ l \ \ 1993 
Washington. D C. 20423 MUL 
Fax (202) 565-9015 mnf.i^^**'^ 

3 Corporate ^ - x 

Irvine. CA 

92606-5:Ii 

S'a 714 252,025 
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3 : 

tn 
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800,999 245: 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; ^ i ^^ j . 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recunt actions by the 
crty of Cleveland fhat would severely adversely affecf tne many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by fhe acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
fhe Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers bythe 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filmg. 

One of the primary goals of the fransaction is fo allocate fhe Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed wrth fhe STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of fhe allocated Imes 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing lhat the STB assign tc CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every east/we.sl tram operated by either CSX or NS should fhe proposed 
transaction be approved will run in conflict wrth the otner railroad 
This "flip," and fhe inherent conflict rt creates will result m a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopied, current Conrail easfwest rail 
cuslomers will see Iransrt times mcrease compa ed to what"s experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflici, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge fhat would cost in excess of Si 50 
million and take a mmimum of four years lo design and build Assummg 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the ""fly-over " -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tran queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operafions In short, 
the creation of another '"Houston," wrth the repeated senyice failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur m the Easl under Cleveland s 



proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopied and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wfth trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conraii acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance, 

merely. 

MSudia Sommers 
Branch Manager 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 22. 1998 

The Hon LmJa Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; 

>(;v-- >̂;v>C=*̂  

I am wrrting lo express serious concerns regaiding recent actions bythe 
crty of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the m.any benefrts 
that could accrue fo shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substanfial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSXy'Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made fo fhe Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston arca as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
hnes that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers m fhe Northeast and Mklwest The plan filed wrth fhe STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip " of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposmg fhat the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees thaf 
every east/'west tram operated by either CSX cr NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip,"" and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result m a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fiKt should the "flip"' be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to whafs experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
""fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of SI 50 
million and take a minimum of four years lo design and build Assuming 
the "flip " were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for fhe "fly-over ' -
wrth unavoidable traffic curtews and fram queuing east west north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated ser̂ flce failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in fhe East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX esfimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-elfective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for bolh the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts ihat would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occunred in Houston are 
avokled 

Thank you for yc ur assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Vollmer 
Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc; The hon George Voinovich Govemor 
cc; Mr, John Q, Anderson 



April 21,1998 {^^t^ 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman ^ 
Surface Transportation Board ^ 
1925 K Street, NW i/^^^^^^^D 

3 i J r M 

6727 fiance-s 2- .e 

Suite 226 

Suite 820 1 ] *0, San Diego, CA 

Washington, D C 20423 ,̂ Vj,, '̂ '̂ S 92i2i-2926 
Fax; (202) 565-9015 -^^^^v,,. 

800,347,7060 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan fax 6i9,4S3.4Si8 

I am writing to express serious concerns regarding recent acfions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substanfial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 5 
expenenced recently in fhe Houston area as the result of fhe Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conr.iil 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimes, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest, The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lmes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transacfion be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip,' and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction in 
'act. should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what s experienced 
today 

To resolve this mherent conflict, Clevelana has proposed a 2-mile lono 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of SI 5C 
million and take a minimum of four years to design ana build Assumina 
the "flip" were nece .,ary whicn we do not believe and that the money' 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over' -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, nonh and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operations In short. 



the creation of another "Houston." with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulfing 
in l?st opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted f'om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally prooosed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensunng that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

6727 Randert Drive 

Suite 228 

San Diego, CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.3477060 

bx 619.453.4868 

Sinceiely, 

. Ed Hicalgo 
Transportation Sales 

cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

The Hon Rodney Slater 
The Hon Jolene Molitons Administrator 
The Hon George Voinovich Governor 
Mr John 0. Anderson 



1 

Apnl 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
C h a i r m a n ^ 6727 Randers Onve 

Surface Transportation Board RFPr iu rn Suite228 
1925 KStreet, NW "C l^ t lV tU 
S u i t e 8 2 0 1 1 ' ^ n SanDiego.CA 

Washington. D C, 20423 v i , 92i2i-2926 
F a x ; ( 2 0 2 ) 5 6 5 - 9 0 1 5 VASJG^V£sr 6I9.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan; fax 619.453.4868 

! am writing to express ser'ous concerns regardmg recent acfions by the 
city of Cleveland thaf would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the No'folk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Ncrfoik Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing ihe city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Un on 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 4? 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filmg. ' . 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad"s operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The pian filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. " 

The City cf Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposing thatthe STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operated by eilher CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transacfion be approvea will run m conflict with the other railroad 
This "flip, " and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what s experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of Si50 
million and take a minimum of four -years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which v̂ e do not believe and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the ' fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations. In short, 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated sen/ice failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million taick miles to be diverted from the highways to the .-ails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in amving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that wouid result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. • 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincereiy«_ 

Barry Cohen 
Transportafion Sales 

cc: The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 21. 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax; (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; 
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I am wnfing to express serious concerns regarding recent acfions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conraii by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

6727 Randers r-

Suite 228 

San Diego. CA 

92121-2926 

619453.6699 

800.347.7060 

fax 6I9.453.4S6S 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail ?re put at senous risk 
by a filing fhe city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB) The threat of anolher operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conrail 
assets tc ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operafions Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced compefition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now , oposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lmes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip " guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This ""flip, " and 'ine inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, snc'-'id the "'flip" ba adopted current Ccnrail easfwest rail 
customeri will :-ee transit times mcrease compared to whafs expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proeosed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over " or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of S150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip' were necessary, which we do not believe, anu that the money 
was available, the two-year construcfion penod for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west nrrth and 
south - would be devastating to efficient ran operafions In short. 
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the cre-jfion of another "Houston." with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and n-icKe important 
environmental gams CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted ft-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Harms 
Transportation Sales 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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April 22, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 3 Corporate'a--r--e 
Surface Transportation Board 4 Suite 240 
1925 KStreet, NW DcrciUPn 
Surte 820 , ' ^ " " - ^ 
Washington. D C. 20423 ' ''1 92606-5; ii 
Fax (202)565-9015 7i4 252.02Si 

8009992450 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; fax 714 252. 5-i9 

I am wrrting to express senous concerns regarding recent actions by the 
crty of Cleveland lhal would severely adversely atfect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acauisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefrts projected for east/west shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB). The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing , ^ 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is fo allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that bolh CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
lines fhat ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
olher railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers m fhe Northeasi and Midwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned fo NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfvi/est tram operaled by erther CSX or NS. shouid the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflici wrth the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflici rt creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be aoopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to whafs experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of ol 50 
million and fake a minimum of four years to design and builc Assuming 
the "flip" were necessar '̂, which we do not believe and that t.'̂ e money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable fraffic curfews and tram queuing east west, north and 
soulh " would be devastating to efficient rail operations n short 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated servr^e failures 
that have been felt nafionwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland s 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopteo and service qualrty affected, nefther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wfth trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make importani 
environmental gains. CSX esiimates alone klentify more than 
eight-nillion truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wfth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of fi e 
transaction and maxmizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are nol lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
apprecir'e your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts ;nat would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Austin 
Executive Sales 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtons Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 22. 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 
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Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
C'ly of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southem. 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers bythe 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty o' Cleveland has made lo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as fhe one 
experienced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provkled wrth easfwest mam 
lines that ensure fhe free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed wrth fhe STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the Imes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees fhal 
every easfwest train operated by erther CSX cr NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other raikoad 
This "flip," and fhe inherent conflict rt creaies will result In a 
degradation ofthe service improvements promised bythe transaction In 
fact, should fhe "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to whafs experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of SI 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do nof believe, and thai fhe money 
was available, the two-year construction penod forthe "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been fell nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland"s 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther I 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting ' 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greaier 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maxmizing the public benefits for both the natkinal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arnving at a solution in Cle-veland. We -wouid 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the sub.stantial 
benef fs fhat would result from the Conrail acquisrtron are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those fhat have occuned in Houston are 
avokJed. 

Thank you for youi assistance. 

Sincerely, 

termodal Manager 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater | 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtons Administrator I 
cc. The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor ' 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman h 
Surface Transportation Board ^cCV*^^^ 

6727 Ranse'S -e 

" Suite 228 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 •; . ^ " ^'no- CA 
Washington DC 20423 92)21-2926 
Fax; (202)565-9015 ' " ^^^^^^^^ 

8O0.347.7060 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; fex 619.453.486S 

I am writing to express senous concerns regarding recent acfions by fhe 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
fhat could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recenfiy in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

o 
One of the pnmary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conrail * 2 ^ 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam ^ ^ ^ 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 5 ---̂  
other railroad's operafions Only in this way can CSX and NS secure ^ : , 
enhanced service, better transit fimes. and balanced compefifion for '̂"̂  " 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest, The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal <.. 

The City of Clevelb -d has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines >' o"* 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa fhis "flip' guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS, should 'he proposed 
iransaction be approved, w'l run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip." and the inherent conflict it creates will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip' be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to vvhat's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over "" or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of SI 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the ""flip" were necessary, which we do not bebeve. and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction period fcr the ""fly-over" -
with unavoidable iraffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operafions. In short. 



I 
the creafion of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland"s 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and sen/ice quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with trucks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gams CSX esfimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Clevelanu as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objecfives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost m arnving at a solufion in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Burkhart 
Transportation Sates 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
tc; Mr. John Q Anderson 
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April 22, 1998 Vr^J^-

The Hon Linda Morgan A 
C h a i r m a n ^ 3 Corporate =^-^ 

Surface Transportation Board RECEWED Suite 240 
1925 K Street, NW . «i 'rA 
Sur te 8 2 0 U -^^^ Irvine, CA 

Washington, D C. 20423 iui»N*G='MtN' 926C6-5iM 
Fax (202) 565-9015 ^ y3 Tuisj.ojs 

800 999:-»5, 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan 71425: 5̂? 

I am wrrting fo express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
crty ot Cleveland that wouio severely adversely affect the meiny benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers bythe 
CSXNorfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made fo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB . The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one ^ 
experienced recently m the Houston area as the result of the Union a: 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts if the STB adopts the ^ ^ ^ 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the prtmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
asseis to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth east/west mam 
imes fhat ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from fhe 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competition for 
customers m the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished thaf goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
m Cleveland, essentially pioposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip " guarantees lhat 
every easfwest train operaied by erther CSX or NS. should tf-.c proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict rt creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by fhe transaction In 
fact, should fhe "flip" be adopted, currenl Conrail east/west rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cosl m excess of Si 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe and lhal the money 
was available, the two-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, wesl. north and 
south " would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short 
fhe creation of another "Houston." wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 



proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains, CSX estimates alone kJentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the rouiing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSXTNS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can fo ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those thaf have occuned in Houston are 
avokled. 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Hon, Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molrtons Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc. Mr. John Q. Anderson 



April 22, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Surte 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; 

I am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
cily of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

3 Corporate -"arK 2- .e 

Suite 240 

Irvine. CA 

92606-5 : I 

714.252,025 

800 999 : * 5 : 

fax 714,252 5-9 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers bythe 
CSX/Nortolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made lo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area asthe resuii ofthe Union 
Pacific merger wrth fhe Southern Pacific exsts if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
linr?s that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflici from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Mklwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the Imes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every casiv.'est train operated by erther CSX or NS, should the proposed 
fransaction oe approved, will run in conflici wrth the other railroad 
This "flip,' and fhe nherent conflict rt creates will result m a 
degradation ot the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
custDmers will see transrt times increase compared to whafs experienced 
today 

To '•esolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of SI 50 
million and fake a minimum of four years lo design and build Assuming 
fhe ' flip" were necessary, which we dc not believe, and that the money 
was available, the fiwo-year construction period for the ""fiy-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
soutn - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short, 
fhe crestion of another "Houston." wrth the repeated service failures 
that have been fell nationwide, will occur in fhe East under Cleveland s 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip"' be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone kJentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represe.nts the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the publk: benefrts for bolh the national and 
local intere.sts. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving af a solufion in Cleveland. We woulr* 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substaniial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those lhat have occuned in Houston are 
avokled 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, 

Edviajdo Sanai^z 
International Salijs 

cc The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon, Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr John Q. Anderson 
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The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan; 

eo 

6727 Rande's 2-

Suite 228 

San Diego. CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

fax 619.453 4863 

I am writing to express senous concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the m,any benefits 
thaf could accrue to shippers by fhe acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Umon 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put fonh in the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is fo allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad"s operafions. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimies and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned tu NS aiici vice versa. This Tup" guaiantees tl'iat 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transacfion be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip " and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopteo current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's experienced 
today 
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To resolve this inherent conflict, Clevelana has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over,"' or overhead bndge. that would cosl in excess of SI 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available the two-year construcfion period for the ""fly-over'" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operations. In short. 



the creafion of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affscted, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX esfimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverteo ft-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at a solufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result ft-om the Conrai! acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those "iat have occuned in Houston are 
avoided * 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Scott MacNaughton 
LTL/Truckload Account Executive 

cc; The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr John Q. Anderson 



April 22, 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Surte 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon Lmda Morgan: 

1 am wrrting to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
crty ot Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could accrue lo shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
fhe Norfolk Southern. 

3 Corporate "lr^ 2' -i 

Suite 240 

Irvine. CA 

92606-5! ! I 

714,252,025 

800.999 2*5: 

fax 714.252. 5-i9 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers bythe 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made fo fhe Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recenfiy m the Houston area as fhe result oflhe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing. 

One of the primary goals of fhe transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
asseis to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided wrth easfwest mam 
lines lhat ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign lo CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees fhat 
every east/'-west train operated by erther CSX oi NS, bhouid the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict wrth fhe other railroad 
This "flip." and fhe mherent conflict rt creates, will result m a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by fhe transaction In 
fact, should fhe "flip" be adopteo, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see Iransrt limes increase compared fo whafs experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of Si 50 
million and take a mmimum of four years to design and build. Assuming 
the ""flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and lhal the money 
was available, fhe hvo-year construction period for the "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfev/s and tram queuing east, wesi. north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short 
fhe creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated serv.ce failures 
that have been fel! nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nefther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX esiimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million tmck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic t l̂-ough greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives ofthe 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving al a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everythmg you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houslon are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Since£ely^_^ 

Muge^^men 
Account Executive 

cc: The Hon. Roilney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
cc: The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q Anderson 
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The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Suite 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; 

6727 Rance-s 2-

Suite 228 

San Diego. C,A 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800.347.7060 

fix 619.453.4665 

I am writing to express serious concerns regarding recent ac'icns by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely auverseiy affect the m,a-y benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Ncrfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at senous risk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has mai'e to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the cne 
experienced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific exists ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conrail 
assets fo ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with ease/west mam 
lines that ensure the free fiow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operafions Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned tc NS and vice versa. This "flip"" guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run m conflict with the other railroad. 
This '"flip,"' and the inherent conflict if creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to whafs expenenced 
today 
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To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of S150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe and that the money 
was availaole, the two-year construcfion period for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east west, north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operations In short. 
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the creafion of another "Houston," with the repeated sen/ice failures 
that have been felt nafionwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compc'- as effectively with tmcks. resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesticn and make important 
env ironmental gams CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveiand as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensunng that the concerns oflhe shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at d solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes tnose that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Mike Burkhart 
Transportation Sales 

cc: 
cc: 
cc 
cc; 

The Hon. Rodney Slater 
The Hon Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
The Hon. George Voinovich Govemor 
Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C, 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda Morgan; 
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I am wnfing to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southeni. 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle such as the one 
expenenced recenfiy in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals ofthe transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure thai both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, oetter transit fimes, and balanced compefifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated Imes 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposing thst the STB assign to CS.X the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This '"flip " guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This ""flip," and the inherent conflict it creates will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "'flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to what's experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-m le long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge. that would cost in excess of Si50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip " were necessary, which we do not believe and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction penod for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operafions. In short. 

6727 Randers 2 - .e 
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San D.ego. C .̂ 

92121-2926 

619.453.6659 

8OC347.7O60 

fax 6I9.453.'»S6S 

O 

ac 

"i,. 

30 
•>1 



the creafion of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nafionwide will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and sen/ice quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effecfively with trucks, rescifing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective mes: is of ochieving the objecfives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solufion in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substanfial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Tnank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Harms 
Transportafion Sales 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 
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The Hon Linda Morgan 
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S u r t e 8 2 0 ' ^ t C E / V f £ ) Irvine.CA 
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800 999 l i s : 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan; fax 714 is: 5-;= 

I am wrrting to express senous concerns regarding recent acfions by the 
Ciiy of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefrts 
that could riccrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Nortolk Southern 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Nortolk Southern (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made to fhe Surface Transportation o 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one ^ ^ 
experienced recenfiy in the Houston area as fhe resiMt of the Union f 
Pacific merger wrth the Southern Pacific, exsts if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing '. 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
asseis fo ensure lhat both CSX and NS aie provided wrth easfwest m.ain 
lines that ensure fhe free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from fhe 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland essentially proposing that the STB assign lo CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
everv easfwest tram operated by erther CSX or NS should the prooosed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other railroad 
This "flip," and fhe inherent conftict rt creates, will result m a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip " be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times increase compared to whafs expenenced 
today 

To resolve this mherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge lhat would cosl in excess of S150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the ""flip " were necessary, which we do not believe, and lhai the money 
was available, the two-year construcfion period forthe "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable fraffic curfews and tram queuing east west nonh and 
soulh " would be devastating to efficient rail operafions In short, 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth fhe repealed service failures 
that have been felt nationwide will occur m the East under Cleveland s 



proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nefther 
railroad will be able fo compete as effectively wrth trucks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX estimates alone klentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as original' / proposed m the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maxmizing the public benefrts for both the natkinal and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, 

Edviajdo Sanc>*z 
International 3a\hs 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molrtons Administrator 
cc: The Hon George Voinovich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John Q. Anderson 



Apnl 21. 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Suite 820 
Washington. D C 20423 
Fax (202)565-9015 

Dear; Hon Linda f/organ; 

! am wnting to express se' c j s concerns regardmg recent acttons by ths 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substanfial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One ofthe pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimes, ,ird balanced compefifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest, The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip"" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwert train operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the service improvements promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's expenenced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge, that would cost in excess of SI 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip " were necessary, which we do not believe and that the money 
was available, the two-year construcfion penod for fhe """y-over" -
with unavoidable traffic uurfews and tram queumg east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations In short. 

6727 Randers Drive 

Suite 228 

San Diego. CA 

92121-2926 

619 453,6699 

800.347.7060 

fax 619.453.4866 

O 

i t . 

i k . 

o 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nafionwide, wil! occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulfing 
m lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted ft-om the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solufion in Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely«^ 

\ 
Barry Cohen 
Transportafion Sales 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc: The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc; The Hen. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John 0 Anderson 



Apnl 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Cha i rman 6727 Ranaers .« 

Surface Transportation Board Suite 228 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 Jt °'*«°' 
Washington, D C 20423 ^Sr'r- 92i2!.2926 
Fax (202)565-9015 "^^f/) 619453 6699 

/ ; 
i., f / •,. 800.347.7060 

Dear Hon Linda Morgan S/̂ ^S.̂ r fex619.4534S6S 

1 am wrifing to express serious concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many oenefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern. 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSXNorfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at serious nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one .'^ ^ 
expenenced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth in the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of fhe fransaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easf west mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operations Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip' of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essenfially proposmg that the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned to NS ana vice versa Tms ' flip' guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operated by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transacfion be approved will run in conflict with the other railroad 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to what's experienced 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile iong 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of SI 50 
miilion and take a minimum of four years to design ana build Assuming 
the 'flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money' 
was available, the two-year construcfion period for tne "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operations In short. 



the creation of another "'Houston" with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with trucks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area 

The allocation of lines and the routmg of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed m the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at a solufion m Cleveland We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisifion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 
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Sincerely, 

Ed Hidalgo 
Tranaportation Sales 

cc; The Hon Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc: The Hon George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr John Q. Anderson 



April 21, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportafion Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax; (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon Lmda Morgan; 

I am wnting to express senous concerns regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect the many benetits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern, 

The substantial benefit? projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSX/Norfolk Southorn (NS) acquisifion of Conrail are put at senous risk 
bv a filing the citv of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) " he threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
expenenced lecenfiy in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merge- with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put "orth m the Cleveland filing 

One ofthe pnmary goals ofthe transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from '.he 
other railroad's operafions Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit times, and balanced competition for 
customers m the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the nes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip" guaidntees th..; 
eveiy easfwest tram operated by either CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradafion ofthe service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to what's experiencea 
today 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mi!e long 
"fly-over," or overhead bridge, that would cost m excess of S150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assumi , j 
the ""flip " were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construcfion penod for the "fly-over" -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating to efficient rail operations. In short. 
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the creafion of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland"s 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neithei 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks. resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX estimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annua! basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as onginally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effecfive means of achievmg the objecfives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefits for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

CH>jna^ihoo Lo 
Brandi Brooks 
Transportation Sales 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hor. Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr. John Q. Anderson 



Apnl 21, 1998 

The Hon Lmda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 
Fax; (202)565-9015 

Dear Hon Linaa Morgan 

•'/FD 
11 

6727 Rance-s 

Suite 228 

San Diego. CA 

92121-2926 

619.453.6699 

800,347.7060 

fax 6!9,453 ••stS 

I am wnfing to express se res c^-^cer-is -egarding recent acfions by the 
city of Cleveland that would seve'eiy adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers t , :"e a,:auisition of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substantial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSXNorfoik Southern (NS) acquisition of Conraii are put at senous risk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportafion 
Board (STB), The threat of another operationa! debacle, such as the one 
expenenced recently in the Houston area as the result of the Union 
Pacific merger with the Southern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing. 

One of the pnmary goals of the transaction is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that both CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operafions Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced sen/ice, better transit times, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that the STB assign to CSX the i nes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa. This "flip " guarantees that 
every easfwest train operated by either CSX or NS. should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This "flip." and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradation of the sea-ic. improvements promi?--.'d by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transit times increase compared to what's expenenced 
today 

o 

r o 
cr 
cn 

C O 

To resolve this inherent conflict, Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile iong 
"fly-over," oi overhead bndge, that would cost m excess of SI 50 
million and take a minimum of four years to design ana build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we dc not believe, and lhat the money 
was available, the two-year construction penod for the fly-over " -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east west, north and 
south - wou^d be devastafing to efficient rail operafions In short. 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated service failures 
that have been felt nafionwioe, will occur in the East under Cleveland's 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively with tmcks, resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congesfion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX esfimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the roufing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concerns ofthe shipping community 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
beneftts that would result from the Conrail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occurred in Houston are 
avoided. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

• -/" -̂ - \ 

Jim Schulte 
Transportafion Manager 

cc; The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molitons Administrator 
cc; The Hon. George Voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr John Q. Anderson 
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April 22, 1998 

Dear; Hon. Linda Morgan: 

I am wrrting to express serious concems regarding recent actions by the 
city of Cleveland that would severely adversely affect fhe many benelii:, 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisrtion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern, 

The substantial benefrts projected for easfwest shippers by fhe 
CSX/Norfolk Southem (NS) acquisrtion of Conrail are put at serious risk 
by a filing the crty of Cleveland has made lo the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle such as the one 
experienced recenfiy m the Houston area as the result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger wrth the Southem Pacific, exists ifthe STB adopts the 
proposals put forth m the Cleveland filing 

One of the primary goals of the transaction is lo allocate fhe Conrail 
assets to ensure that bolh C6X and NS are provided wrth easfwest main 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic wrthout conflict from the 
other railroad's operations. Only m this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced seivice, better transrt times, and balanced competrtion for 
customers m fhe Northeasi and Midwest. The plan filed wrth the STB 
accomplished that goal. 

The Crty of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" ofthe allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposmg thaf the STB assign to CSX the lines 
previously assigned lo NS and vice versa. This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfNA/est train operated by erther CSX or NS. shouid fhe proposea 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict wrth the other raiiroad 
This "flip," and fhe inherent conflict rt creates, will resull m a 
degradation of the senice improvemenls promised by the transaction In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, currenl Conrail easfwest rail 
customers will see transrt times mcrease compared to whafs experienced 
today. 

To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-mile long 
"fly-over." or overhead bridge, that would cost in excess of Si 50 
million and take a mmimum of four years to design and build Ass immg 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and thaf fhe money 
was available, the two-year construcfion period forthe "fly-over" -
wrth unavoidable traffic curfews and tram queumg east, west, north and 
south - would be devastating fo efficient rail operations In short 
the creation of another "Houston," wrth the repeated sendee failures 
that have been fell nationwide, will occur m the East under Cleveland's 

The Hon. Lmda Morgan 
C h a i r m a n 3 Corporate Pa-. 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
m lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone kJentify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the h^hways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as origmally proposed in the CSX^S filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transaction and maximizing the public benefrts for both the national and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that fhe concems ofthe shipping communrty 
are not lost in arriving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure that the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avoided 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Ausiin 
Executive Sales 

cc: 
cc: 
cc; 
cc: 

The Hon. Rodney Slater 
The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Admmistrator 
The Hon. George Vomovich Govemor 
Mr. John Q. Anderson 



Apnl 21. 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C. 20423 
Fax; (202) 565-9015 

Dear Hon. Linda Morgan; 

'r-'i 
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I am writmg to express serious concerns regarding receni acfions by the 
city of Cleveland that wouid severely adversely affect the many benefits 
that could accrue to shippers by the acquisifion of Conrail by CSX and 
the Norfolk Southern 

The substanfial benefits projected for easfwest shippers by the 
CSXNorfolk Southern (NS) acquisition of Conrail are put at senous nsk 
by a filing the city of Cleveland has made to the Surface Transportation 
Board (STB) The threat of another operational debacle, such as the one 
experienced recenfiy m the Houston area as the result ofthe Union 
Pacific merger with the Soutnern Pacific, exists if the STB adopts the 
proposals put fonh m the Cleveland filing 

One of the pnmary goals of the transacfion is to allocate the Conrail 
assets to ensure that bolh CSX and NS are provided with easfwest mam 
lines that ensure the free flow of traffic without conflict from the 
other railroad's operafions Only in this way can CSX and NS secure 
enhanced service, better transit fimes, and balanced competifion for 
customers in the Northeast and Midwest. The plan filed with the STB 
accomplished that goal 

The City of Cleveland has now proposed a "flip" of the allocated lines 
in Cleveland, essentially proposing that thp STB assign to CSX the I nes 
previously assigned to NS and vice versa This "flip" guarantees that 
every easfwest tram operatea by either CSX or NS, should the proposed 
transaction be approved, will run in conflict with the other railroad. 
This '"flip," and the inherent conflict it creates, will result in a 
degradafion of the service improvements promised by the transacfion In 
fact, should the "flip" be adopted, current Conrail eastjwest rail 
customers will see transit fimes increase compared to what's expenenced 
today 
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To resolve this inherent conflict. Cleveland has proposed a 2-miie long 
"fly-over," or overhead bndge that would cost in excess of S150 
million and take a minimum of four years to design and build Assuming 
the "flip" were necessary, which we do not believe, and that the money 
was available, the two-year construction penod for the "fly-over " -
with unavoidable traffic curfews and train queuing east west north and 
south - would be devastafing to efficient rail operafions. In short. 



the creation of another "Houston," with the repeated sen/ice failures 
that have been felt nationwide, will occur in the East under Cleveland"s 
proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and service quality affected, neither 
railroad will be able to compete as effecfively with tnjcks. resulfing 
in lost opportunity to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gams. CSX estimates alone idenfify more than 
eight-million truck miles to be diverted from the highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocafion of lines and the roui ng of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed m the CSX/NS filing with the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectives of the 
transacfion and maximizing the public benefits for both the nafional and 
local interests. 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems of the shipping community 
are not lost in arnving at a solufion n; Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything yo. -an to ensure that the substantial 
benefits that would result ftrom tne Cc irail acquisition are realized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those t,iat have occuned in Houston are 
avoided. * 

Thank you for your assistance 

Sincerely, 

Scott MacNaughton 
LTL/Truckload Account executive 

cc: The Hon. Rodney Slater 
cc; The Hon. Jolene Molitoris Administrator 
cc The Hon. Gcnroc voinovich Governor 
cc; Mr John O Anderson 



Apnl 22, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KStreet NW 
Surte 820 
Washmgton, D C 20423 
Fax (202) 565-9015 
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proposal. 

Should the "flip" be adopted and sennce qualrty affected, nerther 
railroad will be able to compete as effectively wrth tmcks, resulting 
in lost opportunrty to relieve traffic congestion and make important 
environmental gains. CSX estimates alone identify more than 
eight-million truck miles to oe diverted from tiie highways to the rails 
on an annual basis in the greater-Cleveland area. 

The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through greater 
Cleveland as originally proposed in the CSX/NS filing wrth the STB 
represents the most-effective means of achieving the objectivss of the 
transaciion and maxmizing the public benefrts for both the natksnal and 
local interests 

Please assist us in ensuring that the concems ofthe shippinci communrty 
are not lost in amving at a solution in Cleveland. We would 
appreciate your doing everything you can to ensure fhat the substantial 
benefrts that would result from the Conrail acquisrtion are rciJlized and 
that shipping nightmares likes those that have occuned in Houston are 
avokJed. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

Anthony Shipp \ 
Account Executive 

CC The Hon Rodney Slater 
CC The Hon. Jolene Molrtoris Administrator 
CC The Hon George Voino-yich Govemor 
cc: Mr. John 0. Anderson 
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KINKTIC RKSOIRCK ©OOI GDI 

K I N E T I C 

KINETIC R E S O U R C E S U.S.A. 
' E N E R G Y I N f v l O T I O N " 

Apn l 6, 1998 

The Hon Linda Morgan 
Cnairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Suite 820 
Washington, D C 20423 

FAX (202) 565-9015 

o 

X ' 

R E CSX / NORFOLK SOUTHERN (NS) ACQUISITION OF CONRAIL 

It has come to our attention that the City of Cleveland has now proposed a "Flip* of the 
allocated Conrail lines tn Cleveland, between CSX and NS due to concem for increased traffic 
through residenfial communities 

As a major shipper of LPG's from the Sarnia. Ontario and Marysvllle Michigan area, the threat 
of costly delays is a grave concem The allocation of lines and the routing of traffic through 
greater Cleveland should represent the most cost-effective less disruptive plan It is our belief 
that the onginal proposal contained in the CSX / NS filing with the STB would achieve these 
objectives 

The proposed "Flip" of lines and subsequent construction of a 2-mile .ong "fly-over" or 
overhead bndge can only cause a devastating bottleneck of our rail traffic We all watch in 
horror as traffic problems confinue to nulfiply on the UP/SP lines, and virtually has ground to a 
halt in the Houston area 

The seventy of this situation has impacted Kinetic and our customers, we can only hope that 
the STB adopts the appropnate plan to ensure the free-flow of traffic with the least disruptive 
transibon 

Sincerely 

iha L Speed 
General Manager, Transportafion 

K l N F T I C R F S O U R C E S U S A S u Tf 5 0 7 P H O N E (519) 336 -3894 



R91561@aol.coin on 06/06/98 03;52;08 PM 

To: Linda Morgan/STB 
cc: 
Subject; alternative solution to train problem 

I would l i k e f o r you to st r o n g l y consider the proposed A l t e r n a t i v e Plan f o r 
the r a i l r o a d s . I l i v e here i n Hessville and the hours that are wasted on 
waiting f o r the t r a i n s Co pass through are unlimited. A safety concern i s the 
childre n that have to cross over the tracks i n the morning to get to school on 
time, i f there are more t r a i n s coming through we have the p o t e n t i a l of more 
childre n g e t t i n g hurt. 

I j u s t recently observed a f i r e truck t r y i n g t o get through. He had to tu r n 
around and t r y to go around the t r a i n 3 blocks over. By the time he got to 
that point, the t r a i n was there. Hopefully, no one was bad hurt by the time 
the f i r e rucks got t o the point of need. I f you would vote f o r the 
a l t e r n a t i v e s o l u t i o n , I thmk l i v e s could be saved yet the r a i l r o a d 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n would not be decreased. 

Thanki.ng you i n advance ''or your support, 

Rhonda L. Warren 

A Concerned C i t i z e n 

O 
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NL04.)@aol.com on 06/04/98 01:21:45 PM 

Linda Morgan/STB To; 
cc: 
Subject; Rail routes 

Dear Chairman Morgan: 

I am w r i t i n g to you to voice my support of the Four C i t i e s Consor':ium 
A l t e r n a t i v e Plan regarding railroads i n my area. Our area i s already troubled 
w i t h t r a i n s blocking crossings i n our c i t y every day and I support any plan 
which would reduce, not increase t h i s number. I t i s very dangerous when 
emergency vehicles cannot get across the r a i l crossings. 

Once again, I urge you to consider the Al t e r n a t i v e r a i l route and not the one 
o r i g i n a l l y proposed. I t could prove f a t a l to someone i n need of help. Thank 
you f o r your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Nancy Orlando 
Hammond, IN 

O 
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Author: lena7«stratbB .net at I n t e m e t 
Date: 3/12/98 7:27 AM 
P4.iority: Normal 
TO: A l i c e Alexamder at OSTEXEC 
Subject: please support Cleveland f a m i l i e s and neighborhoods: 

I am w r i t i n g out of concetTi regarding the plzms by CSX t o send more t r a i n s 
throught Cleveland's " r a i l r o a d c o r r i d o r " . I l i v e i n lakewood, Ohio, and my 
house i s less than 750 feet from tracks which are already frequently used. 
Day amd n i g h t , t r a i n e run through my neigl-Joorhood, often as mamy as 10-20 
per day. I am asking that the Honorable Rodney Slater, Secretary of the 
Department of Transportation, not support the CSX plan. Currently, the plan 
i s based upon a study that does not yet e x i s t . CSX has also f a i l e d to inform 
the community how many Clevelemd jobs w i l l be added, i f any by the pleui. As 
wel l , noise l e v e l s (which are already f a i r l y high due t o the current t r a i n 
t r a f f i c ) w i l l be t r i p l e d , neighborhood t r a f f i c w i l l be considerably 
slowed amd clogged as we wait f o r up t o 10 minutes at each crossing as more 
and more t r a i n s pass, and the transport of hazardous materials w i l l increase 
by thousands of carloads. Obviously, the property values of many Cleveland 
neighborhoods w i l l decrease s u b s t a n t i a l l y . Lakewood i s where we l i v e , l e t 
our c h i l d r e n play, grow our gardens, amd pay tauces. Please do not support 
CSX i n t h e i r e f f o r t t o make money by jeopardizing our l i v i n g conditions amd 
safety. I 

thank you f o r your a t t e n t i o n . 
-Lena R. Liberman 

o 
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Phil Przybylinski < phillip@netnltco.net > on 06/05/98 12:25:24 AM 

To; Linda Morgan/STB 
cc; ' ^ I • i. C\.^i\l_ ! 
Subject; Support for Four Cities Consortiunn in Northwest Indian.i 

Chairman Linda Morgan, 

My wife and I support the plans that the Four C i t i e s Consortium have 
proposed f o r the relocation of the r a i l r o a d l i n e s through northwest 
Indiana communities. The a c q u i s i t i o n of Conrail by the Norfolk Southern 
and the CSX railroads shouldn't be allowed t o have an adverse e f f e c t on 
the people of northwestern Indiana! Since an al t e r n a t e plan can 
eliminate t r a f f i c problems caused by increased r a i l r o a d l i n e usage, we 
urge the STB make i t a requirement of the a c q u i s i t i o n that both 
r a i l r o a d s be required to work out an agreeable route plan with a l l 
communities i n northwest Indiana. 
Yours t r u l y , 
P h i l and Sharon Przybylinski phillip<iinetnitco.net 

O 
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' William J . Lunsford" < btlunsz@netnltco.net > on 06/05/98 11:10:48 A M 

To: Linda Morgan/STB 
cc: 
Subject; Alternative Plan of the four cities 

Dear Chairman Linda Morgan: 

I urge you not to allow the railr o a d s t o choke the l i f e out of Northwest 
Indiana. Please adopt the A l t e r n a t i v e Plan of the four c i t i e s . We have 
enough problems without adding more. 

Sincerely, 
William J. Lunsford 
Munster, Indiana 
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RTZACNY@aol.com on 06/05/98 02:41:18 PM 

I j j ^ DOC(,fi 
To: Linda Morgan/STB ^ ' 1 
cc: 
Subject; railroad traffic 

Ms. Morgan: 

I t i s inconceivable to me that t r a i n t r a f . * i c could a c t u a l l y increase here i n 
the Calumet Region. The current s i t u a t i o n i s nearly impossible. I f t r a f f i c 
increases the q u a l i t y of l i f e , already low, w i l l continue to decline. I've 
been a resident of Northwest Ind.-ana f o r 44 years and the t r a i n s have been a 
continual cross to bear. I f t r a i n t r a f f i c increases my family and I w i l l give 
serious thought to r e l o c a t i o n . Please help us. You cannot imagine the 
negative impact more t r a i n w i l l have on saf--y and l i v i n g standards. 

Thank You, 

Robert T. Zacny 

o 
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"e.Simmons' <sir;imonbm@juno.com> on 06/05/98 11:28:45 PM 

Please respond to simnnonem@juno.com 

To: Linda Morgan/STB 
cc: 
Subject; Northwest Indiana rail crossings 

--Dear Ms. Morgan, 
I am w r i t i n g to urge you to accept the recomendation of the consortium 
of Mayors from the c i t i e s of Hammond, East Chicago, Gary, and Whiting to 
r e s t r i c t the ra i l r o a d s t o co r r i d o r s designated by the c i t i e s . 
As a Hammond resident, I have endureu the f r u s t r a t i o n of waiting at many 
crossings while t r a i n s have passed (or idled) on the tracks. I've been 
l a t e f o r class ( I j u s t graduated from Purdue Calumet), raore than once. 
I've counted cars as I've waited (Some are more than 100 cars long) . 
I've watched as f r u s t r a t e d d r i v e r s weave around the lowered gates 
because they don't want to wait f o r the t r a i n . I've read news accounts 
of those who misjudge. 

While I r e a l i z e that t r a i n s are an integral part of the economy of 
Northwest Indiana, I also r e a l i z e that moving them to c e r t a i n 
a l t e r n a t i v e routes w i l l not a f f e c t t h e i r bottom l i n e s much. 
Please consider the thousands of us who l i v e with these t r a i n s d a i l y , 
and l i s t e n t o the pleas of Mayors Dedelow, Pastrick, King, and Bercik. 
In t h i s case, 1 wholeheartedly agree with them. 
Sincerely, 

Elizabeth Morgan Simmons 

MZ 
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Stoney Bozsiko < stojo@netnitco.net > on 06/08/98 05:43:05 PM 

To: Lindr Morgan/STB 
cc: 
Subject; Railroad increase! 

X i 

Dear Linda Morgan, 
I am an i n d i v i d u a l that l i v e s i n Hessvil]e i n the 2700 block cf Martha 
Street r i g h t behind V a n t i l s f o c i mart. I l i v e r i g h t next to the tracks. 
F i r s t of a l l there has been a major increase i n r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c w i t h i n 
the l a s t few years. With t h i s increase of t r a i n s there has been a 
s i g n i f i c a n t increase of automobile t r a f f i c on t h i s s t r e e t , and on a l l 
surrounding s t r e e t s at r a i l r o a d crossings. 

My street i s a short street w i t h one northern bound t u r n . We, j u s t l i k e 
other areas, have youngsters that play i n t h e i r yards. 
Because of the increase of t r a i n s , our street has received more cars. ;-:_ c-> 
increasing the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of accidents to not only us but to our 
chil d r e n . 
I understand the need f o r t r a i n s and economy, but w i t h the other options 
the r a i l r o a d s have, I do not see increasing the t r a f f i c at at-grade 
crossings need t o be the s o l u t i o n . We need to decrease t h i s t r a f f i c so 
i n d i v i d u a l s , along w i t h emergency vehicles, are able to t r a v e l through 
town and get t o t h e i r destinations without these outragous delays we are 
having now. 

I , myself, have have seen a t r a i n t o two t r a i n s at a tim.e on j u s t these 
tracks by my house every ten to f i f t e e n minutes w i t h i n a couple hour 
span. I was stopped by one trar.n on 165th street f o r over an hour j u s t 
l a s t winter. These kind of delays are unnecessary, l e t alone 
f r u s t r a t i n g . 

For a change I agree with the mayors and f e e l the r a i l r o a d s can use the 
a l t e r n a t i v e plan. 
Thank You 
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EROrHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE 
ENGINEERS IN SHREVEPORT 
1 1 3 0 COMMERCE STREET 
SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA 71101 

oer 3 0 1997. • 
\^'\ MAIL . 

MANAGEMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
1925 KAY ST. N.W. 
WASHINGTON.OC 20423-0001 

ATTN: VERNON WILLIAMS 

r>o^r Mr WilMams. 

Were v r i t i n g to you in regards to U.P. takeover of 
S.P. and S.S.W. R ailroads. This take has been disasterous ever 
since the r a i l r o a d s have been t a l k i n g about i t . This so called 
merger has disrupted fami 1ies,crews, and even to the point 
where freinds and union members have l o s t ther l i v e s . . 

The new Hub and Spoke system has caused members to 
rel o c a t e to areas where ther is no way they or there family 
are going to be happy. Many families are having to s p l i t 
up due to the f a c t that their spouses are working and established 
retirament r i g h t s w i t h another company. 

Besides the f a c t that that we have to put up with the 
harrassment of the crew callers and the o f f i c e r s we beg of you 
and committee to abolish t h i s so called merger. 

Mr. Williams please excuse the informal typing and 
s p e l l i n g for t h i s i s not my cup of toa. 
As for t h i s l e t t e r , I think that you get the poi n t , for there 
are many-many people that feel t h i s way. 

THANK YOU FOR VQUR TIME 
AND CONSIDERATION, 


