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December 17, 1997 

The Honorable Michael R. White 
Mayor 
City of Cleveland 
Cleveland City Hall 
601 Lakeside ,\venue 
Cleveland. OH 44114 

Re: Finance Docket No 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisition - Conrail 

Dear Mayor White: 

Thank vou for your letter to me dated October 28, 1997. enclosing tiie videotape, and the 
copy of your letter to Mr. John Snow datec November 3, 1997. In tiiose letterŝ  you express your 
concems about die potential negative impacts on Cleveland from die Proposal by Norfolk 
Soutiiem and CSX to acquire Conrail. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review of the potential enviromnental ' " ^ ^ X ^ ^ u f l S ^ A f L 
proposed Conreil acquisition and wul prepare an Enviromnental Impact Statement (EIS)^ As part 
of Its enviromnental review, SEA will address several environmental impact areas, includmg 
safety transportation systems, land use, energy, air quality, noise, biological resources, water 
resources enviromnental justice, and culUiral and histonc resources, hi analyzmg potential 
safety impacts, SEA will consider accident nsk and vehicular delay at grade crossings. 

The EIS also will present an analysis of tiie increased probability of deraihnents and 
releases of hazardous matenals due to increased tram traffic. Further, SEA will examme local 
truck traffic increases attnbutable to increa-sed intermodal activities, and safety issues aviated 
witii the integration of diffenng rail operating systems and procedures, hi addition, SEA will 
address potenual impacts on emergency response capabihty because of vehicular delays at tail 
.rade crossings due to increases m rail-related operations as a result of tiie proposed Conrail 
acquisition SEA is fully aware tiiat tiiese and otiier issues are of major concem to tiie residents 
of the Cleveland area and has met witii representatives of Cleveland several times. 

Under tiie cun-ent procedural schedule adopted by tiie Board, SEA issued tiie DraA EIS 
cn December 12, 1997. witii a public review and comment penod ending in early Febmary. I 
have ei clo".ed a copy of tiie press release regardmg tius matter. After conducting an independent 



environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental information available to date, consulting 
with appropriate agencies, and fully con ideiing all public comments, SEA plans to issue in late 
May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the Board. In its final decision, the Board will 
consider the entire environmental record, including all public comr.ients, tiie Draft EIS, and the 
Final EIS. The Board will issue its final wntten decision in July 1998. 

If you have additional questions concerning the environmental review process, please 
contact Mike Dalton, SEA Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition EIS, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

Enclosure 
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City of Cleveland 
Michae' R. White, Mayor 

C!eveionc City Ha' 
601 LakeSifif Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohic 44114 
216/664-2220 

October 28. 1997 

3 ; 
The Honorable Linda I. Morgan 
Chairman 
Surtace I ransportation l̂ oard 
1925 K. Street. N W. 
Washington. D C. 204.13-()uv)l 

Dear .Madam Chairman Morgan: 

1-nclo.sed for your review is a v ideo thai \ isua!l\ depicts the .sc\ ere iiegativ e impacts 
lhat the proposed CSX and Norfolk Southem acquisitii>n ot Conrail will ha\ c on the people 
and neighborhoods of C'le\eland. .Xs il nou stands ihi proposal liircalcns lo: 

• Increase rail traffic up to 1188% in some neighborhoods 

• Delay emergency response times, threatening an increase in lives lost u|) to 
50% 

• Disproportionately effect minorities and low income residents 

W hilc ihc Cil\ ofClc\cland remains open to positive solutions, ihis ("it\ and this 
.Adminislration ui I \ igorously oppose al all lc\els an\ proposal thai jeopardi/cs the sat"cl\ 
and qiialit\ of lite ol'oiir cili/ens. 

As an interested part\ lo these proceedings. I ask that you consider the lull 
ramifications of the CSX and Norfolk Southem proposal, one ofthe largest rail acquisitions 
in historx. and make \ i>ur \ oice heard. 

I or more information regarding the Cil> ot" Cleveland and ihi.s propo.sal. pica.sc 
contact .Andrew ('o\. Special Assistant tor lnlergo\ernniental Relations, in lhe Mavor's 
otfice al (216)664-4:70. 

I'hank >ou for \ our lime and attention regarding this serious mailer 

Michael R. W hite 
Mavor 

MRW/ae 
i Enclosures 

An (qua l Opportunity €mploy>f 



DON'T LET 

CSX AND NORFOLK 

WRECK OUR 

NEIGHBORHOODS! 



ro VOlCi: V O I R a)NC i;RNS RIXiARDiNCi THH 
CS.X NORFOI K [PROPOSAL. PI liASi; CONTAC T THH 

FOIJ.OWINCi: 

The liofiorable Rodnev Slater 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Fran.sportation 
400 7th Street. SW 
Washiniilon. DC 20500 

The Ilonoiablo Linda .1. Morgan 
C hairinan 
Surtace I ransportation Board 
1025 K Street. \ \ \ 
Washinoton. D.C.. 20423-0001 

The Honorable George \'. \'oino\ ich 
77 South High Stfjct.. 3()lh f l . 
(\ilunihus. Oil 4.>266-0002 

The i IcMiorablo Louis Siokes 
2365 Rayburn Building 
W ashinizton. DC. 20515 

Tlio Honorahle Dennis J. Kucinich 
1730 l.ongworth Building 
Washineton. DC 20515 



City of Cleveland 
VI c"ae^ ^. W'̂ ite. Mavcr 

^ eve'31'G .̂r> -a 
6C' Lakeside Avenue 
Cieveiana, Ohic 44; ;4 
2'6/664-22 2C 

John W Snow 
President & CtO 
CS.X t orporation 
)̂01 Fast Care> St. 

Richmond. \ \ :.^^:i'M057 

Dear .\lr SIK U . 

I appreciated vour visit tnis week to discuss with me the problems created in the 
neighborhoods ot fhe Cit\ ofCleveland b\ the currentjomt proposal ofCS.X and Norfolk 
Southem to acquire the assets of Conrail. I commend \our willingness to assess and address the 
impacts of this joint proposal on the citi/ens of this City --- 64.000 of whom live within 1000 
feet ofthe track-

\ou have committed to me that CS.X will hire a consultant to work with the Citv of 
Cleveland's consultant. Phil Pasterak of Parsons. Brinkerhoff to review the conmiunitv impacts 
and propose workable alternative-,. 

<̂ nce vou have identilled your consultant, please contact Law Director Sharon Sobol 
Jordan at (Z16)t)64-26~5 to dev ise a schedule and work plan for our consultants. Due to the 
pending proceeding at the Surface Transportation Board, time is ofthe essence. .Accordinglv. i f 
vou intend, as 1 do. for this to be a meaningful process. I urge vou to act immcdiatelv. Mv staff 
and I stand rcadv to work with vou and vour designees at anv time 

Let ir.c reiterate our t'irst prioritv is to protect the health. safet>. .md well being ofthe 
cili/eiis o\ Cleveland We have worked too hard to improve the qualitv of life in this community 
to accept the devastating impacts associated with the current joint proposal I appreciate voui 
responsiveness, and look forward to workiim with vou to arrive at a ""win-win'"solution. 

WKW ssi ac 

Coniiressnuin Louis Stokos 
sccrcian. Rodnc;- Slater. Deparimcnt ol" I .̂.,̂ .̂ portauon 
.Madam Chainnan LinJa Morgan. Surt'acL- iransportation Board 
Gov emor Gtforge \' V, jno\ Vh 
Director Thoma-s <")'Lcar>. i3hio Rail Di'wlopmcnt Commission 

Kr t ^ w * OppofTunffv t m p l o w r 
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( omnionwiMlth of Ponnsvlvania 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
Bureau tor Historic Preservation 

Post Oftice tio\ 102(1 
Harrisbun;. Pennsvlvania 17108-1026 

O 
y 

Elaine K Kaiser, Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Novetnber 

:0 EXPEDITE Rr.,r\vui£; 

Re: ER 97-0775-042-L 
Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX and Norfolk Southern-
Control and A c q u i s i t i o n -Conrai"., Statewide, 
Feniisy 1 van j. a 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

The Bureau f o r H i s t o r i c Pres3r\'ation (the State H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Office) has reviewed the above named project i n 
accordance wit.i Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act of 1966, as atnended i n 1980 and 1992, and the regulations (36 
CFR Part 800) of the Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation. 
These requirements include consideration of the project's poten
t i a l e f f e c t upon both h i s t o r i c and archaeological resources. 

VJe are i n receipt of your l e t t e r i n i t i a t i n g consultation of 
the above l i s t e d p r o j e c t . We cannot, at t h i s titne, agree wit h 
your f i n d i n g of no adverse e f f e c t f o r the project u n t i l 
information concerning the f o l l o w i n g portions o i the project are 
reviewed. Please submit plans, photographs, maps and any 
necessary background information to review the proposed 6.25 mile 
realignment through Erie; the new construction of a new 4,900-
foot connection at Grays Ferry Bridge and the 25th Street Viaduct 
i n Philadelphia and the expansion of the Enola Railyards i n West 
Pennsboro Township, Cumberland County (near Harrisburg). 

I f }'ou need f u r t h e r information i n t h i s matter please 
consult Susan Zacher at (717) 783-9920. 

C)fficf Ol tii(> Secretary 

p Pad of 
Public Rt̂ cord J 

Sincerely , 

> 
Kurt W. Carr, Chief 
D i v i s i o n of Archaeology 

?nd Protection 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
George E. Pauki 
covtmor ^ ^ , Dvnston of 

Alexander F.T«.dweu CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNlf̂ oastal Resources 
Secretary of Sicte P C r T I * J ^ / j 9 / i ^ 41 Slate Street 

U. / o / M m _ _ Albany NY 12231-0001 

October 19, 1998 

Ms. Juanita Feigenbaum 
Dames & Moore 
One Continental Towers 
1701 Golf Road, Suite 100 
Rolling Meadows, Dlinois 60008 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Re: F-97-481(A) 
Surface Transportation Board Finance Docket #33388 
CSX/Conrail Acquisition 
Statewide 

Dear Ms Feigenbaum: 

The Department of State has completed its evaluaUon of your Federal Consistency Assessment Form and 
certification diit die above proposed permit activity complies widi New York State's approved Ccstal 
Managei.ient Program, and will be conducted in a manner consistent with this program. 

Pursuant to 15 CFR Section 930.63, and based upon the project information submitted, the Department of State 
concurs widi your consistency certification. This concurrence is widiout prejudice to, and does not obviate 
tne need to obtain all oUier applicable licenses, permits, and approvals required under existing State statutes. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is being notified of this dec. ion by copy of this letter. 

GRS:vab 
cc: STE - Elaine K. Kaiser 

OCRM - Helen Grady 

it R. Stafford 
Jirettor 

Voice: (SIS)474-6000 Fax. (SIS) 473-2464 E-mail coastal9do! suue.ny.us 
www.do$.suie.ny lu/cMl/cstlwww.hcml 
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Indiana Department o ' Natural Resourcss 

Frank O'Bannon. Governor 
Larry D. Macklin, Director 

Divwon of Htstonc Pr«Mrv«ttQn 
and A'ctia«o4ogv 

402 W Washmgion SiraM. W374 
Inoanapola. IN 46204-2748 
PH 317.732-1646 
FAX 3'7/232-0693 
dhpa^dnr ttat* ii^ us 

October 7, 1998 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
lilaine K. Kaiser, Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transptirtation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

1925 K Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

DOCUMENT 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

1938 

We have reviewed the proposed draft environmental impact statement for the CSX and Norfolk 
Southem control and acquisition of Conrail in Indiana(Project Finance Docket No. 33388). This 
review has been conducted pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (16 
U.S.C. Section 4700 and implementing regulations found at 36 C.F.R- Part 800. 

As long as the project remains within areas disturbed Yy previous construction, no known historic 
buildings, sti actur "s, districts, objects, or archaeological sites listed in or eligible for inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Places will be affected by this project. However, if any 
archaeological artifacts or human remains are uncovered during construction, demolition, or 
earthmoving activities, state law (Indiana Code 14-21-1-27 and 29) requires that work must stop 
and that the discover) must be reported to the Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 
within two (2) business days. Additionally, in the event that artif icts or features are discovered 
during the implen̂ entation ofthe federally assisted project, activit). :tr program and a plan has not 
been developed, it is the federal agency's responsibility to contact the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation in accordance with 36 C.F.R. Section 800.11(b)(2). Thank you for your cooperation. 

< -.1 

Verv truly yours. 

^ I Larry- D. Macklin 
State Historic P- -

LDM:JAM:tIh 

U State Historic Preservation Officer 

An Equal Oppor tuni ty Employar 

Pnniea on fl(>c>cied Paper 
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J A M E S E. BICKFORD 
SECRCTAHY 

PAUL E. PATTON 
GOVERNOR 

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY _ ^ \ O L L I ' i T ^ 
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION C A B i i « f \ ^ ^ ^ - ^ ^ y ^ 

DEPARTMENT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION / N ' 4 ' 
FRANKFORT Ot-F,̂ E PAHK / V D r m v r n 

ENVIROIMMEMTAL 
DOCUMENT October 6, 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1>.25K Street NW 
WRshington DC 20423-0001 

Re: Final Environmental Impact Statement for Proposed Conrail Acquisition 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

The Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet (NREPC) serves as lhe state 
clearinghouse for review of environmental documents generated pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Within the cabinet, the Commissioner's Office in the Department 
for Environmental Protection coordinates the review for Kennicky State Agencies. 

The Kenmcky agencies listed on the attached sheet have been provided an opportunity to review the 
above referenced report. Responses were received from eight (also marked on attached sheet) of the 
sixteen agencies. The Division for Air Quality requests that CSX comply with all federal, state, and 
local air quality regulations. This was the only comment received. If any c'.<\er comments are 
submitted, they will be forwarded at that time. 

If you should have any questions, please contact me at (502) 564-215 ), ext. 112. 

Sincerely, J l l l V V l W l j r , 

Alex Barber 

Enclosure 

J I T I O M 

Printed on Recycled Paper 
' An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F/D 

iinMH| 



NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
CABINET 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
Final Environmental Impact Statement for Proposed Conrail Acquisition 

The following agencies were asked to review the above referenced project. Each agency that returned a 
response will appear below v, ith their comments and the date the project response was returned. 

C denotes Comments 
NC denotes No Comment 

IR denotes Information Request 
NR denotes No Response 

REVIEWING AGENCIES: 

Division of Water 

Division of Waste ManagemenT" 

Division for Air Quality 

Department of Health Services" 

Economic Developmeni Cabinet-

Division of Forestnit 

Depanment of Surface Mining Reclamation & Enforcement 

Department of Parks 

Department of Agriculture 

Nature Preserves Commission 

Kentucky Heritage Council 

Division of Conservation, 

Department for Natural Resources 

Department of Fish & Wildlife Resouî es 

Transportation Cabinet 

Depart ment for Military Af{juw 

2L 

nc 

NC 

Comments 

X 
X 

V 

nc 

X 

nc 

NC 

NC 

NC 

>^ 
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(Surface (Iranfl|idrtatibn fioarb 
•taaliington. COI. 20423-0001 

(9ffict of the (Sliiinnaa 

September 21,1998 

Mr. Wendell Gauthier 
Gauthier, Downing, LaBarre, Beiser, & Dean 
3500 N. Hullen Street 
Metairie,LA 70002 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisition ~ Conrail 

Dear Mr. Gauthier: 

Thank you for your recent letter inquiring about the establishment of a specific hazardous 
materials transportation emergency response plan for the New Orleans area. 

As j'ou know, on July 23rd the Board issued its final written decision in Finance Docket 
No. 33388 approving, subject to certain economic, safety, and environmental conditions, the 
CSX and NS acquisition of Conrail. In that decision, the Board imposed an environmental 
condition (Appendix Q, Condition No. 23) requiring CSX to develop, in coordination with the 
City of New Orleans, a hazardous materials emergency response program. While the Board's 
decision was effective August 22,1998, CSX and NS have indicated that they will not 
implement the actual takeover of their respective rail properties for several more months (the so-
called "Day One"). The railroads will report to the Board when Day One will occur. 

The Board did not set a specific date for the implementation of Condition No. 23, 
recognizing that it would not be reasonable or feasible to require the raihxiads to implement this 
44,000-mile transaction all at once. Because I do not know at this time when Condition No. 23 
will be implemented, I am forwarding your letter to Mr. Robert Allen, of CSX, and I am asking 
Mr. Allen to respond by October 21, 1998 to the questions you have raised. After I have 
received Mr. Allen's response, I will be back in touch with you. 

If you have additional questions concerning this issue, please call me, or contact Elaine 
K. Kaiser, Environmental Project Director ofthe Board's Section of Environmental Analysis 
(SEA), or Mike Dalton, SEA's Project Manager for die Conrail Acouisition, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 



Gauthier, Downing, LaBarre, Beiser & Dean 

WENDELL H GAUTHIER 

EDWARD F OOWUINC. Ill 

SCOTT L A B A R R E 

JULIE B BEISER 

BRUCE C DEAN 

L THOMAS McCLUNG 

HENRY PRICE MOUNGtR. Ill 

JAMES R OUGAN II 

DEBORAH M SULZER 

ELIZABETH CARY DOUGHERTY 

JOHN W HOUGHTALING. II 

A PROFESSIONAL LAW CORPORATION 

3 5 0 0 N HULLEN S T R E E T 

METAIRIE. LOUIS IANA 7 0 0 0 2 

TELEPHONE: 
(504) 456-8600 

FACSIMILE: 

(5Q4). 4 5 4 0 6 2 4 45« |e 

July 16, 1998 

Linda J Morgan 
Chairman / Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K. Street, N W 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

o 

C o 

CO 

I 
o 

o o 

5 

Dear Chairman Linda J. Morgan: 

Please be advised that we were recently informed that the Surface Transportation Board approved 
CSX and Norfolk Southern acquisition of Conrail, with certain conditions. One being, CSX has 
agreed to work with local officials to establish and maintain a specific hazardous materials 
transportation emergency response plan for the New Orleans area. 

We would like to know if work has begun on that plan. If so. what officials were contacted and what 
was proposed because of the danger of the operation CSX imposes on the public when hauling toxic 
matter. When will this plan be in effect? 

Sincerelv 

Wendell Gauthier 

WHG/im 
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

O m C E OF STATE BUDGET 

DAVID M . BaASLBY. CHAIRMAN 
OOVBRNOR 

RICHARD BCKSTROM 
STATKTRBASURHt 

BARLB B. MORRIS, JR. 
COMPTROU.BK OHNBRAL 

•A 

1 m LADY STREDT, 12TH FUX>R 
COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA 2«»>l 

(103)734-2210 

LES DOLES 
DIRBCTOR 

JOHN DRI 
CH/JR.1 

HENRY B BROWN, JR. 
CHAIRMAN. WAYS 

LUTHER F.CARTER 
EXBCUnVB DWliCTOR 

IS COMMITTliE 

August 27,1998 

Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser 
Director Environmental 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis -1925 K St. NE 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

DOCUMENT 

Project Name: Final Environmenttal Impact Statement Finance Docket No. 33388 
"Proposed Conrail Acquisition" CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc. Norfolk 
Southern Corporation ar.d Norfolk Southem Railway Company 

Project Nimtber: EIS-980606-006 

Dear 888^9-1997, 

The Office of State Budget, has conducted an intergovernmental review on the 
above referenced activity as provided by Presidential Executive Order 12372. All 
comments received as a resiilt of the review are enclosed for your use. 

The State Application Identifier nimtber indicated above should be used in any future 
correspondence with this office. If you have any questions call me at (803) 734-0485. 

Sincerely, 

Rodn«y P. G r ^ e 
Grains Services Coordinator 

F u : (KB) 7344645 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

O F F I C E OF STATE BUDGET 

OAVS> M. BBASLBY. CHAIRMAN 
OOVBRNOR 

RKHARO BOUntOM 
STATE TRBASURBR 

BAKLS B. MORRIS, JR. 
COMPTROLLBR GENERAL 

I 111 LADY miEBT. UTH FUWR 
COLUMBIA. SOUTH CAROLINA 2«01 

(«a9)734-Z>«> 

LBSBOLBS 
DIRBCTOR 

lOHNDRUMMOND 
CHAIRMAN. SENA' 

HENRY E. BROWN. JR. 
CHAIRJ4AN. WAYS AND MEANS COMMnTEE 

LUTHER F. CARTER 
BXECUnVB DDtBCTOR 

August 27,1998 

Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser 
Director Environmental 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Enviroiunental Analysis -1925 K St. NE 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Project Name: Final Environmenttal Impact Statement Finance Docket No. 33388 
"Proposed Conrail Acquisition" CSX Corporation and CSX Traiuportation, Inc. Norfolk 
Southern Corporation and Norfolk Southem Railway Company 

I»roject Number: EIS-980606-006 

Dear 888-869-1997, 

The Office of State Budget, has conducted an intergovernmental review on the 
above referenced activity as provided by Presidential Executive Order 12372. All 
comments received as a resiJt of the review are enclosed for your use. 

The State Application Identifier number indicated above should be used in any future 
correspondence with this office. If you have any questions call me at (803) 734-0485. 

Sincerely, 

y P. Gr^^e 
Services Coordinator 

Fuc (MS)73MMS 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Jime 20,1998 

Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser 
Director Environmental 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis -1925 K St. NE 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Project Name: Final Environmenttal Impact Statement Finance Docket No. 33388 
"Proposed Conrail Acquisition" CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc. Norfolk 
Southem Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway Company 

Project Number: EIS-980606-006 

Suspense Date: 7/31/98 

Dear 888-869-1997, 

Receipt of the above referenced project is acknowledged. The Office of State Budget, 
has initiated an intergovemmental review of this project. You wiU be notified of the 
results of this review by the suspense date indicated above. South Carolina state 
agedes are reminded that if additional budget autiiorization is needed for titis project, 
two copies of the completed GCR-1 form and two copies of the project proposal must 
be submitted to this office. This action should be initiated immediately, if required. 
You should use the State Application Identifier number in your correspondence with 
our office reguarding this project. Contact me at (803) 734-0485 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Rodney P. Grizzle 
Grants Services Coordinator 



Office of State Budget 
South Carolina Project Notification and Review 
1122 Lady Street, 12tli floor 
Columbia, SC 29201 State Application Identifier 

EIS-980606-006 

Suspense Date 
7/18/98 

Geoi^e Bistany 
South CaroUna Department of CoAiimerce 

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carohna Project 
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate 
state and local officials are given the opportimity to review, comment, and be 
involved in efforts to obtain and use federal assistance, and to assess the 
l elaticnship of proposals to their plans and programs. 

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact it may have on your 
agency's goals and objectives. Document the results of your review in the space 
provided. Return your response to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your 
comments will be reviewed and utilized in making the official state recommendation 
concerning the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant 
federal agency. 

Should you have no comment, please return the form 

I f you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485. r "̂ RtoiEiey 

Project is consistent with our goals and objectives. 

Request a conference to discuss comments. 

• 
• 
• 
I j Comments on proposed Application are as follows: 

Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to 
our office for review. 

Signature: Date: 7jt - J A ^ 

Title: --^-^^^...^ y^<^-^^jt^ Phone: T"? ^-£>r.r^ 

m 2 , '998 



Office of State Budget 
South Carolina Project Notification and Review 
1122 Lady Street, 12th floor 
Columbia, SC 29201 State Application Identifier 

EIS-980606-006 

Suspense Date 
7/18/98 

Charles Kerekes 
S.C. Jobs-Economic Development Authority 

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project 
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate 
state and local officials are given the opportimity to review, comment, and be 
involved in efforts to obtain and use federal assistance, and to assess the 
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs. 

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact i t may have on your 
agency's goals and objectives. Document the results of your review in the space 
provided. Return your response to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your 
comments will be reviewed and utilized in making the official state recommendation 
concerning the project. The recommendation wil l be forwarded to the cognizant 
federal agency. 

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated. 

I f you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485. Rodney Grizzle 

FVoject is consistent with our goals and objectives. 

Request a conference to discn ss comments. 

0 
• 
• 
• 

Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to 
our office for review. 

Comments on proposed Application are as follows: 

i jjff JUN 2 2 199fi . I 

Signature:. 

Title:. _̂ Phone: 



Office of State Budget 
South Carolina Project Notification and Review 
1122 Lady Street, 12th fioor 
Columbia, SC 29201 

Joel T. Cassidy 
South Carolina Emplojnment Security Commission 

State Application Identifier 
EIS-980606-006 

Suspense Date 
7/18/98 

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project 
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropiiate 
state and local officials are given tiie opportimity to review, commtnt, and 
involved in efforts to obtain and use federal assistance, and to assess the 
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs. 

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact i t may have on your 
agency*̂  goals and objectives. Document the results of your review in the space 
provided. Return your response to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your 
comments will be reviewed and utilized in making the official state recommendation 
concerning the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant 
federal agency. 

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated. 

I f you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485. • g o g ^ r . S S z l ' e ^ I ) 

• 
• 
• 

JUN 2 o "̂ '̂ ^ 
Project is consistent with our goals and objectives. . goard 

OFFICE OF ST Alto 
Request a conference to discuss comments. 

Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to 
our office for review. 

Comments on proposed Application are as follows: 

.Cĵ gnatiirP- C ^ x l ^ ^ « > ^ (^^TTT ^^^^ 

Tide: Executive Director 

Date: June 24. 1998 

Phone: 803-737-2617 



Office of State Budget 
South Carolina Project Notification and Review 
1122 Lady Street, 12th floor 
Columbia, SC 29201 

State Application Identifier 
EIS-980606-006 

Suspense Date 
7/18/98 

Eric Thompson 
Lower Savannah Regional Planning and Development Coimcil 

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project 
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate 
state and local officials are given the opportunity to review, comment, and be 
involved in efforts to obtain and use federal assistance, and to assess the 
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs. 

Please review the attached information, mindfi'l of the impact i t may have on your 
agency's goals and objectives. Document the results of your review in the space 
provided. Return your response to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your 
comments wil l be reviewed and utilized in making the official state recommendation 
concerning the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant 
federal agency. 

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated. 

I f you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485. Rodney Grizzle 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Project is consistent with our goals and objectives. 

Request a conference to discuss comments. 

Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to 
our office for review. 

Conunents on proposed AppUcation are as follows: 

Signature: Date: 

Title: Phone: 



Office of State Budget 
South Carolina Project Notification and Review 
1122 Lady Street, 12th floor 
Columbia, SC 29201 State Application Identifier 

EIS-980606-006 

Suspense Date 
7/18/98 

Dr. Paul A. Sandifor 
South Carolina Natural Resources Department 

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project 
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate 
state and local officials are given the opportunity to review, comment, and be 
involved in efforts to obtain and use federal assistance, and to assess the 
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs. 

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact i t may have on your 
agency's goals and objectives. Document the results of your review in the space 
provided. Return your response to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your 
comments will be reviewed and utilized in making the official state recommendation 
concerning the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant 
federal agency. 

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated. 

If you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485. Rodney Grizzle ^ 

Project is consistent with our goals and objectiTO! ^ ^ *' ^ d 

Request a conference to discuss comments. of f 

•

Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to 
our office for review. 

[ I Comments on proposed Application are as follows: 

y l ' ^ ^ ^ Date: < /̂p^ l̂̂ ^ 

Title: Phone: ^^^ '^^^^ 



Oifice of State Budget 
South Carolina Project Notification and Review 
1122 Lady Street, 12th floor 
/Columbia, SC 29201 Stale Application Identifier 

EIS-980606-006 

Suspense Date 
7/18/98 

Earl F. Brown, Jr 
South Carolina Himian Affairs Commission 

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the Soutii Carolina Project 
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate 
state and local officials are given the opportunity to review, comment, and be 
involved in efforts to obtain and use federal assistance, and to assess the 
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs. 

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact i t may have on your 
agency's goals and objectives. Document the results of your review in the space 
provided. Return your response to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your 
comments will be reviewed and utiUzed in making the official state recommendation 
concerning the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant 
federal agency. 

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated. 

I f you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485. Rodney Grizzle 

I PVoject is consistent with our goals and objectives. liV^it. ' I f i-'-j | ^ 

I I Request a conference to discuFS comments. 
i i i i r-

• 
I I Comments on proposed Application are as follows: 

Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to 
our office for review. 

Signature: Date: ^ ' ~ *̂  

Tide: A<^C>*J^^ (U^f: j j ^ a ^ f^CU. Phone: 7 ^ 7 p ^ / 



TB FD 33388 8-20-98 K 



ENViROiNiit̂ ENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

S T A T E O F F L O R I D A 

D E P A R T M E N T OF C O M M U N I T Y A F F A I R S 
'Helping Floridians create safe, vibran', sustainable communities' 

lAWTONCHIlES )AMBF.MmiEV 
Governor Secnefary 

August 13, 1998 ^Srg^ 

Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser ' ' * ^ ^ / ^ ' l 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street, Northwest 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Surface Transportation Board - Final Environmental 
Impact Statement - Proposed Conrail A c q u i s i t i o n - CSX 
Corporation, Norfolk Southern Corporation and Norfolk 
Southern Railway Company - Control and Operating 
Leases/Agreements - Finance Docket Number: 33388 -
Statew;.de 

SAX: FL9712260822CR 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

The Florida State Clearinghouse has been advised th a t our 
reviewing agencies require a d d i t i o n a l time to complete the review 
of the above-referenced p r o j e c t . In order to receive comments 
from a l l agencies, an a d d i t i o n a l f i f t e e n days i s requested f or 
compJetion of the state's consistency review i n accordance with 
15 CFR 930.41(b). We w i l l make every e f f o r t to conclude the 
review and forward the consistency determination to you on or 
before August 29, 1998. 

Thank you for your understanding. I f you have any ruestions 
regarding t h i s matter, please contact Ms. Cherie Trainor, 
Clearinghouse Coordinator, at (850) 922-5438. 

^Sincerely, 

Ralph Cantral, Executive Director 
Florida Coastal Management Program 

RC/cc 

2 5 5 5 S H U M A R C O A K B ' I ' L i l V A R D • T A L L A H A S S E E , F L O R I D A 3 2 3 9 9 - 2 1 0 0 
P h o n e : 8 5 0 . 4 8 8 . b < t 6 i ; r 2 7 8 . 8 4 6 6 FAX: 8 5 0 . 9 2 1 . 0 7 8 1 / S u n c o m 291 . 0 7 8 1 

I n t e r n e i ao>' h t t p : / / w w w . s t a t e . f l . u s / c o m a f f / d c a . h t m l 

FiotxMKm cam<wAMP SOUTH HonMHOMivoma 
Arao'Cntu/̂ 'alrCsKmFiHdOdice ita<ifOi(iulSM(CanainF«MCIIIkx PO.!lai«122 
2mO«aiMHi(H)y,Su>lF312 ISSEalSunmalin BiOONW.JMiSimi 
ManhovFlorab 330SO-2227 Mow, Flotiil) lUKMMI Man,Fbndi ]jlSMQ22 



TB FD 33388 8-20-98 K CI'TY 



.4, 
>, 

ENVIRONMENTAL . % 
rk^Nr^ I I . . ^ . . - . V E R M I L I O N TOWNSHIP DOCUMENT ~ ERIE COUNTY .r^fv 

Resolution No . 98-16 Passed: Augusts, 1998 

A RESOLUTION PLACING A MORATORIUM ON ALL RAILROAD IMPROVEMENTS IN 
1 HE TOWNSHIP OF VERMILION UNTIL SUCH TIME THE NORFOLK AND SOUTHERN 
RAJLROAD HAS ADDRESSED THE TOWNSHIP'S SAFETY CONCERNS AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHERE.4S, the Township of Vermilion has expressed its concem regarding the safety 
of our citizens in the proposed merger of Conrail and the Norfolk and Southem Railroad. 

WHEREAS, the Township of Vermilion has met with local, county, state and federal 
officials to express our safety concems regarding the merger. 

WHEREAS, the Towiship of Vermilion has joined with other cities, villages, and 
townships in Erie County to form the Erie County Coalition Against Unsafe Railroads so that our 
\oice will be heard at the Surface Transportation Board meetings as well as at meetings with the 
representatives of the railroad. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Trustees ofthe Township of 
Vermilion, County of Erie, State of Ohio. 

SECTION 1: That the Township of Vermilion hereby declares a moratorium on all 
railroad activities in the Township of Vermilion until such time the railroad addresses the 
township's concem regarding the safety of our citizens in the recent merger of Conrail and 
Norfolk and Southem Railroad. 

SECTION 2: The Township of Vermilion expresses it concem regarding blocked 
crossings, slow trains moving throughout the township, the increase in train traffic and the 
increased hazardous material that will be traveling through our township. 

SECTION 3: The Township of Vermilion expresses its concem regarding no warning 
lights or crossing gates at the Norfolk and Southem grade crossings at Barnes Road and Stanley 
Road in Vermilion Township, and requests installation of such warning lights and crossing gates. 

SECTION 4: The Township of Vermilion expresses it concem regai-ding drainage from 
both Conrail and Norfolk and Southem from Coen Road to State Route 60 in Vermilion 
Township, flooding is caused by undersized culverts located under both rai! lines. 

SECTION 5: The Township of Vermilion expresses it concem regarding access to the 



citizens of Vermilion Township by emergency vehicles should a crossing be blocked at the time 
of said emergency. 

SECTION 6: The Clerk of the Township of Vermilion is hereby authorized to serve a 
ceriified copy cf this Resolution to the Surface Transportation Board, the Norfolk and Souther.) 
Railroad and all federal, state and county representatives of the Township of Vermilion so that 
our voice can be heard by the officials. He is directed to send a copy of this resolution to the 
Erie County Coalition Against Unsafe Railroads through our Erie Coimty Commissioners office. 
He is also directed to file this Resolution z'. an administrative appeal to the decision of the 
Surface Transportation Board regarding the merger of Conrail and the Norfolk and Southem 
railroad. 

SECTION 7: That this Resolution is declared to be an emergency for the public peace, 
health and safety of the township, wherefore, this Resolution shall take effect immediately upon 
its passage and approval, providing it meets the statutory reqiiirements for passage, otherwise, it 
shall take effect and be enforced from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

'hariM W V i c h m n n Tni«t<»«» v 
APPROVED, 

Charles W. Kishman, Trustee 

A P P R O V E D ^ ^ ^ l / ( f y ^ ^ ^ l l z ^ 
Matt E. Knil . Knittle. Trustee 

APPROVED ^'^l 
Donald J. Kishman, Txfjtsiee 

ATTESTED ^^^-^—/y^L^^t. 
William D. Balogh, Clerk 
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Hammond Police Departrpent 
CITY OF HAMMOND. INDIANA 46320 • 5925 CALUMET AVENUE • PHONE (2^9) 853-6489 

DUANE W. DEDELOW, JR. 
Mayor ENVIROMivicNTAL 

DOCUMENT 
March 23, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Streec, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

FRED A. BEHRENS, Chief of Police 
CHARLES E. BENNETT, Asst. Chief of Police 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my 
community faces because of the excessive levels of local railroad 
traffic. 

I have been a resident of Hammond for forty-one (41) years. 
Unfortunately, my community is suffering from the significant 
levels of railroaj. traffic moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, tvo 
young men were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving 
railroad train at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understend that the railroads plan to increase operations in 
northwest Indiana. such increases should be opposed. We are 
already suffering enough from the existing high levels of railroad 
traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected 
from further harm as a result of additional railroad operations. 
Thank you for your consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Behrens 
Chief of Police 

FAB:ca 
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Renaissance Developmeni Coiporation 
2108 Joy Lane 

East Chicago, IndUma 46312 

March 26, 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street, N W 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

DOCUMENT 

RE: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation 
and Norfolk Southem Railway Company -
Control and Operating Leases/Agreements -
Conrail Inc 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

1 am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my commimity feces because of 
the excessive levels of local raib-oad traffic. 

I have been a resident of East Chicago for 32 years Unfortunately, my community is 
suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the a-'-a. Our roads are 
clogged, our air quality suflFers, and the safety of residents and children are being put in great 
jeopardy On Febmary 8, 1998, two young men were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a 
moving railroad train at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest Indiana. Such 
increases should be opposed We are already suffering enough from the exisiing high levds of 
railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from further harm as a 
result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Robert Brown 
Renaissance Development Corporation 
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ENVIRCNSviENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

P.O. Box 187 
Marshall. NC 28753 
March 23. 1998 

Office of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit, Finance Docket No. 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K. Street NW 
Washington. DC 20423-0001 

Attn: Elaine K. Kaiser, Environmental Project Director, Environmental Filing 

Dear Board Members: 

After reviewing the Draft Environmental ImpaCi Statement of the proposed Conrail acquisition of Norfolk Southem, 
I w. uld like to express my opinion as outlined below: 

1) Transportation through our state of toxic waste of any kind and in any form is unacceptable. 

2) Transportation of toxic waste through the Western North Carolina corridor (from Tennessee through Asheville) 
is extremely dbngerous due to rough terrain iru sporadic weather issues. Heavy-toaded trains traveling up 
and down mountainous terrain invite trouble. Go stand next to the tracks as the train passes through Marshall 
and listen to the brakes squealing, continuously! Frightening! 

There have been several train accidents withir recent memory of Marshall re.<idenU--alrcady more than 
one in 125 years as the Impact Sutcment propo:>es. Increased traffic would present a much greater risk than 
'guess timated.' 

The train line runs along the French Broad River. NOT noted in the impact statement. Any spillage would 
most likely run directly into the fast running river presenting an impossible situ;:tion to clean up. Any 
seepage into water aquifers would permanently damage our fresh drinking water supply. Residents use 
cither a spring or well for drinking water as opposed to reservoir supplied. 

Should an accident occur, our local, volunteer based emergency response teams are not equipped and simply 
cannot not respond quickly enough to divert a disaster. Even with training, we just would not know what 
to Jo. In addition, most accident prone locations are inaccessible to emergency response equipment, 
and the river is not navigable. One bridge spans the ri.er in the center of town, with our only RR 
crossing on one end and our elementary school located on the other. We do not and cannot maintain dî licated 
toxic waste cleanup equipment and crews on both sides ofthe river. 

6) Members of our community don't want to become sick and die from radiation or chemical poisoning. Please do 
not take advantage of us for the sake of making large corporate profits. 

Sincerely. 

3) 

4) 

5) 

I..auren Meyethoff 
Citizen of Madi:>on County, N.C. 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

March 17, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc. 

De:>r Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w r i t i n g t o inform you of the serious problems t h a t my 
community feiccs because of the excessive levels of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a resident of Hammond f o r t h i r t y years. 
Unfortunately, my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the safety of residents and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up truck was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n at a crossing i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s plan t o increase operations i n 
Northwest Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g high levels of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take action t o ensure th a t Northwest Indiana i s 
protected from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
operations. Thank you f o r your consideration of t h i s l e t t e r . 

Sincerely,-^ 

Nancy Dpstatni 
1505 Amy Avenue 
Whiting, IN 46394 



ENVIRONMENTAV 
March 24. 1998 DOCUMENT 
Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Sectk)n of Environmental Analysis 
Sur&ce Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

RE: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southem Railway 
Company - Control and Operating Leases/Agreenaents - Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser, 

I have been a resident ofthe city of Hammorid for more then 56 years. During that time I 
have seen many city emergency vehicles, hundreds of filled school buses, and thousands 
upon thousands of individuals heW prisoners in their cars and trucks waiting on stalled 
and/or stow moving trains to pass.. Over the years our community has suffered the loss of 
imknown days and months of education, employment and commercerce, not to mention 
the amount of air poUution and loss of gallons of gasoline and oil caused by idling 
vehicles. The slow or stopped trains have delayed motorist up to 10 to 50 minutes and 
beyond and then the same motorist will be stopped by the same train a few miles down the 
road or have a another tie-up as soon as the last train passes. Lake County residents have 
lived with this problem for so many years that few will refine from going aixjund downed 
rail road gates to keep from being detained while risking their very lives.. 

It is my understanding that the three railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest 
Indiana. I wouW personally oppose this plan unless the train routes were to use 
Hammond's underpasses that have been built at the cost of millions of tax dollars. I am 
under the iitqjression that the management of the three rail roads are not interested in 
using these corridors. Please take into account, the 75 years of suffering our community 
has endured and that countless residents (450,000 plus) that make-up Lake County, 
Indiana, who pass through our city on there way to work, school, church or commercial 
businesses. 

Please consider holding a public meeting in our area so more impute can be stained 
before a decision is made about increasing rail traffic in Hammond. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Hoope* 
7106 Grand Ave^ 
Hammond, IN 46323. 
(219)845-4155 
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REVITAUZATION ORGANIZATION OF NEW ADDITION 
3902 06 Alexander Avtnue • >£as( Chicago, /ndiana 46312 

N . r2]9;398 25«9 

March 26,1998 

ENVIRONfvlENTA 
DOCUMENT 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analyas 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street, N W 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Finance Docket No 33388 CSX Corporation 
and Norfolk Southem Railway Company -
Control and Operating Leases/Agreements -
Conrail Inc 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you ofthe serious problems that my community faces because of 
the excessive levels of loccJ railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of East Chicago for 30 plus years Unfortunately, my conmiur .y is 
suffering from the significant levels of raikoad traffic moving through the area Our roads are 
f 'ogged, our air quaUty suffers, and the safety of residents and children are being put in great 
ipo : ardy On Febniiiry 8,1998, two young men were kiUed when their pick-up truck was hit by a 
moving railroad train at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest Indiana. Such 
increases should be opposed We are already suffering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad trafific, and we cannot stand any further increases 

You nust take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from further harm as a 
resuh of additional railro ad operations Thank you for your consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely. 

Sharon Booker 
Revitalizatioo Organization of New Additioo 
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ENVIRONrvithiTAL 
DOCUMENT 

March 19, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surfece Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street. N.W. 
Washington, D C 20423-0001 

RE: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southem Railway 
Company - Control and Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

i am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my community faces 
because of the e> :.essive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I am 90 years old and have been a resident of Hammond for many, many years. 
Unfortunately, my commur-iity is suffering from the significant levels of railroad 
traffic moving through the area. Our roads are dogged, our air quality suffers 
and the safety of residents and children are being put in great jeopardy. On 
February 8, 1998, two young men were killed when the«r pick-up iruck was hit by 
a moving railroad train at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railnsads plan to increase operatk>ns in Northwest Indiana. 
Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from the 
existing high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further 
harm as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

hryn M. Harmon Kathryn 
1625 Stanton Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 
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ROBERT J. BERCIK, MAYOR 
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Mr 1443 119th street 
P.O. Box 591 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 
(219) 659-7700 

March 23, 1998 ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project DirectOT 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
Attn: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street 
Washington, D. C. 20423-0001 

Re; Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corpoiation and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and 
Operating Leaf.es/Ayreements - Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that Northwest Indiana and the Whiting 
community face because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have boen a resident of Whiting all my life and am currently the elected mayor. Unfortun».teb^ 
the Whiting community is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving throug 
the area. Our area roads are clogged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy each day this situation continues. On February 8, 1998, 
two young men were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad tram at a 
crossing in the city of Hammond. 

I vmdei ŝ anH that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest Indiana as a result of a 
proposed merger of CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southem Railway Company. These increases 
should be opposed. Northwest Indiana is already suffering enough from the existmg high levels of 
railroad traffic. We cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from the impafts further 
harm as a result of additional railroad operations caused by such a merger. Thank you for your 
consideration of thi.̂  letter. 

Robert J . Bercik, Mayor 
City of Whiting 

RJB:r 
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John M. Coyne 
Mayor 

CITYOF . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

BROOKLYN, 
ENVmONMENTAL K^MMMXy-' 

QQQU|(|Ej^'^^'"P^'^'^^^""^' ^'"^'''y"' Ohio 44144-2197 • (216) 351-2133 

COUiVCIL: 
John E Frey 
Paula A. Rltter 
Kenneth P. Loeri 
Thomas E. Coyne 
Gregory L. Frey 
Rita M Brown 
Regis Barrett 

•Home of the Swrtrt LuT 

March 26, 1998 

Ms. Elaine Kaiser 
U.S. Surface Transportation Board 
ATTENTION: SEA - Finance Docket 33388 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, D. C. 20423 

Ms. Kaiser: 

Enclosed please f ind a copy of a letter concerning the 
proposed merger of Conrail with CSX and Norfolk Southern which 
I mailed and sent via facsimile to Stephen Watson of CSX . I am 
forwarding thiS to you pursuant to STB's Decision No. 71. 

The City of Brooklyn has three ra i l lines that tr«»verse 
within its boundaries and like other Northeast Ohio communities, 
I believe Brooklyn's citizens deserve equal consideration with 
respect to safety and environmental mitigation should the merger 
be approved. The City of Brooklyn wi l l be affected by this 
merger. 

I w i l l keep you apprised of any developments concerning this 
matter. 

Sincerely, 

enclosure 

BROOKLYN, OHIO 

/ft 
M. Coyne 

OR 

0 



John M. Coyne 
Mayor BRpQKLYNl 

om 7619 Memphis Avenue. Brooklyn. Ohio 44144-2197 • (216) 351-2133 
-How cftitt SmtbOt i W 

March 25, 1998 

Stephen Watson 
Regional Vice President 
CSX 
143 W. Market Street, #700 
Indianopolis, IN 46204 

couNau 
John E. Frey 
Paiia A. Ritter 
Kenneth P Loeri 
Thomas E. Coyn<! 
Gregory L Frey 
Rita M. Brown 
Regis Barrett 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

It is my understanding that increased freight rail traffic will 
occur in the City of Brooklyn if the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
by CSX and Norfolk Southern is approved by the U. S. Surface 
Transportation Board. 

I am strongly opposed to any rail merger which will increase 
the frequency of freight train traffic through residential areas and 
fails to take into consideration the safety and environmental 
ramifications of their actions, specifically, noise, air and traffic 
pollution, decrease in property values, potential delays in safety 
forces' emergency response times, and hazardous material incident 
training and equipment. 

Brooklyn may be a small community but nonetheless 
deserves equal consideration in terms of safety and environmental 
mitigation measures. It has been reported that one section of the 
Conrail line to be acquired by CSX, which runs parallel to 1-480 
and adjacent to homes in Brooklyn's Idle wood neighborhood^ will 
see an increase in train traffic from 7 to 44 trains dailyl 
Residents are concerned for their safety, quality of living and 
property values! 



Stephen Watson Page Two Mareh S5, 19»8 

What I find particularly disturbing is that to date no 
representative of CSX has contacted me to address these concems 
and negotiate a mitigation agreement. I understand that the 
Surface Transportation Board's Section of Environmental Analysis 
(SEA) in its Draft Environmental Impact Statement requires the 
railroad proponents of the merger to negotiate a mutually 
agreeable mitigation settlement with the affected couimunities, 
and further, requires the parties to read a mutually acceptable 
agreement by April 15, 1998 or live with the SEA's recommen
dation in its Final Environmental Impact Statement. 

Be assured that I stand ready to make myself and our city's 
legal department available to CSX representatives to discuss these 
concerns and work out a resolution which will benefit Brooklyn's 
affected citizens. 

You may contact me at 216/351-2133 (telephone) or 216/351-
7601 (fax) to schedule an appointment. I look forward to hearing 
from you soon! 

Sincerely, 

OF BROOKLYN^ OHIO 

Coyne 

cc: Thomas F. O'Mallay, Director of Law 
Congressman Dennis Kucinich, Ohio CDIO 
Elaine Kaiser, U. S. Surface Transportatien BeanI 
George Voinovich, Governor, State of Ohio 
Tom O'Leary, Ohio Rail Authority 
Paul Alsenas. Exec. Director, Cuyahoga Co. Planning Commission 
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ENVmOHMEmAL 
DOCUMENT 

March 19, 1998 

Surface Tramsportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington,DC 20423-0001 

SUBJECT: STB Finance Dochet No. 33388 

The Capital District Transportation Committee (CDTC), 
the metropolitan planning organization for the Albany, 
New York area, hereby submits the fijilowing comments aa 
relates to the economic merits of the proposed 
transaction for your consideration. 

CDTC has ongoing concerns with the effective 
implementation of the safety integration plan, the 
accommodation of passenger trains over the long term 
(on-time performance, high-speed initiatives in NYS), 
negotiated conpetitive access to New England via Albany, 
and cortqpetitive freight access on the east side of the 
Hudson River to NYC. We will continue co monitor the 
private negotiations of these matters and STB proposed 
actions. There are, however, three matters on which STB 
conditions on the acquisition are warranted. 

1) Extended Oversight: The Capita. District 
Transportation Committee supports a 5-year oversight 
period, "."he benefits of increased accountedaility are 
substantial. The major move of dispatching operations 
from Sel.kirk, NY to Jacksonville, FL may occur outside 
of the three-year window, and the extended sOsility of 
the STB to Inpose conditions will insure a safe 
transition.. 

21 Livingston Avenue Bridge: The Livingston Avenue 
Bridge (LAB) connects the Rensselaer Amtrak Station to 
Alb? . / . This Bridge i s c r i t i c a l l y inqportant to r a i l 
passenger travel in and through our region, and to local 
freight ra.̂ 1 customers. CSXT will assume o%mership of 
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the bridge and must accept responsibility for this c r i t i c a l and 
strategic asset as a result. In 1995, Conrail placed the bridge 
on i t s System Map in Category 1 for abandonment study. There i s 
a need for cooperation fror. CSXT with NYS, Amtrak, local 
municipalities, and other agencies to implement projects related 
to high-speed passenger operations along with providing proper 
and coii5>etitive freight service to a growing r a i l freight 
environment across the Livingston Avenue Bridge. CSXT as the 
future responsible party should be directed to make "fair share" 
contributions to needed infrastructure upgrades and ongoing 
maintenance, using negotiation to determine "fair shart". 

H Stimulation of Intermodal Activity * t the Port of Albany: 
The Port of Albany i s a regional economic asset that has the 
capacity to absorb increased freight tra f f i c . CDTC i s actively 
studying the relocation of the NYS Thruway Tandem operations from 
Exits 23 and 24 to the Port area. As part of the acquisition, 
CSXT will assume a 50% Interest in the Albany Port Railroad. 
Both CSXT and Norfolk Southeru (through i t s haulage rights 
agreement with CP Rail/D&H) can stimulate such activity by 
assuring equipnent availability, competitive rates, and 
competitive access. There is strong regional support for 
increasing intermodal traffic to the Kenwood Yard's emd 
cooperation with the Port of Albany for bulk cooinodity market 
development. 

Thank you for this opportunity to coD»nent. 

Sincerely, 

//z^-- ^ ^ ^ ^ 
"Frederick G. Field, J: 
Chairman 

cc: CDTC Freight Task Force 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

A R N O L D Sc P O R T E R 
555 TWELFTH STREET. N W 

WASHINGTON. DC 2 0 0 0 4 - i 2 0 2 4 MARY G A B R I E L L E S P R A G U E (^0^>94^5O0O 
(Z02) 042 5773 rACSIMILE ,202)942 5809 B E C E t V L U 

NEW YORK 

&NOELES 

March 30.1998 

Michael Dalton 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket f ' ( . 33388, CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control 
and Operating Agreements - Conrail/ 
Cincinnati and Hamilton Ohio Grade Crossings 

Dear Mr. Dalton: 

The DEIS identified two grade crossings in Ohio which met the DEIS's criteria 
for grade crossing delay mitigation: Vine Street in Hamilton, Ohio and Township Avenue 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. DEIS Vol. 4 at 7-11 and 7-45; Supplemental Errata Table 7-7 
(revised). The DEIS recommended that CSX consult with appropriate state and local 
agencies regarding the potential traffic delay problem at these crossings. In preparation 
for consuhation, CSX made an effort to collate all information relevant to traffic delay at 
these crossings. As explained below, this inform?tion shows that the Transaction may 
actually have a beneficial effect on traffic delay at these crossings and that mitigation is 
therefore unwarranted at this time. 

Both Ohio grade crossings oreiiminarily recommended for mitigation are on the 
Cincinnati lo Hamilton, OH line segment (C-063). The CSX Operating Plan projects that 
traffic on that line segment will increase from 28.2 trains (1995 base) to 31.2 trains post-
Transaction, a projected increase of only three trains per day. The increase in the average 
number of trains per day reflected in the CSX Operating Plan is based on the addition of 
two automotive trains serving the Honda plant at Marysville and two intennodal trains 
provid'ng service between Cincinnati and Detroit, coupled with the reduction of two 
trains previously routed between Cincinnati and St. Louis which under the CSX 
Operating Finn will be routed through Indianapolis. These new train routings represent 
changes from the 1995 base year traffic flows as a result of the Transaction. 

CSX previously questioned the appropriateness of considering any mitigation for 
a line segment with only a three train per day expected increase in traffic. CSX DEIS ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Comments at 91 -93. Further analysis has shown that mitigation is definitely not ^ ^ U P P 
warranted. Il is very unlikely that there would be any perceptible effect in Cincinnati or 

29712 
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Hamilton from such a small projected change in traffic volume. The actual number of 
trains on the Cincinnati-Hamilton line segment varies fi"om day to day, from season to 
season, and from year to year. For example, the daily variation is as much as six to eight 
trains a day - a much greater variation tlian the change in "average trains per day" 
projected as a result of the Transaction. As another example, since 1995, in the course of 
normal business operations, about four trains that CSX previously moved Russell, K Y -
Cincinnati-Toledo or Chicago are now being routed Russell-Columbus-Toledo or 
Chicago. If one runs the DEIS's formula for determining vehicle delay on the 
Cincinnati-Hamilton line segment using the same three train per day increase but 
subtracting four trains (24.2 trains pre-Transaction/27.? trains post-Transaction), the level 
of service ("LOS") for the Vine Street crossing is "C" both before and after the 
Transaction. See enclosed spreadsheet prepared by ICF Kaiser. An LOS of "C" does not 
require mitigation under the criteria of the DEIS. When the LOS for the Township 
Avenue crossing is recalculated, it still shows a change from "C" to "D" as a result of the 
three train per day increase, but just barely. While the DEIS's delay formula may be a 
usefi'- screening tool in some circumstances, it is not as useful where there is a small 
predicted increase in traffic. The formula produce.*- different results when one inputs 
slightly different train counts within the range of normal variation. In such a case, a 
broader range of factors must be examined. 

When additional factors are considered wiiich are not taken into account in the 
formula used for calculating LOS, it is seen that the Transaction will not exacerbate any 
existing traffic delay problem at Vine Street or Township Avenue. SEA is correct that 
there is an existing problem with vehicle delays in the Cincirmati area. However, the 
delays are not primarily attribuiable to the trains moving over the Cincinnati-Hamilton 
line segment at normal operating speed, but to the trains operating very slowly or stopped 
because of capacity limitations at the CSX Queensgate Yard in Cincirmati. The CSX 
Operating Plan proposes to improve operations at Queensgate Yard. It is projected that 
Queensgate will handle about 400 fewer cars per day after the Transaction. CSX 
Operating Plan, Application Vol. 3A at 207-209. Queensgate will be refocused to handle 
north'south intermodal and automotive train traffic, while other traffic will be rerouted 
lor classification at Indianapolis or Columbus. This change will "minimiz[e] the need for 
overflow classifications at outlying poinu' (id. at 209) and enhance CSX's ability to 
maintain fluid train operations in the Cincinnati area, including on the Cincinnati-
Hamilton line segment. The improved traffic flow should more than offset any effect of 
the projected vhree train per day increase in traftic on the Cincinnati-Hamilton segmeiit 
after the Transaction. 

It is worthy of .;o' that neither Hamilton nor Butler County submitted comments 
in support of mitigaiior < i • Tic delay at Vine Street and neither Cincinnati nor 
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Hamilton County submitted comments in support of mitigation for traffic delay at 
Township Avenue. The City of Cincinnati carefully studied the Transaction and 
identified a number of issues of concem to it, but notably expressed no concem regarding 
any increase in vehicle traî c delay as a result of the Transaction. See letter bom W. 
Scott Oehiager to Elaine Kaiser dated September 23,1*̂ 97, transmitting June 18,1997 
and September 16, 1997 letters from the City of Cincim ati. The state agencies with 
responsibility for addressing rail/highway crossing delay problems in Ohio, the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission and the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio, specifically 
identified in their comments on the DEIS (at 32) a number of communities which they 
asserted might have traffic delay problems as a result of Transaction-related traffic 
increases, but did not include Cincinnati or Hamilton on their list. This is not surprising 
given the very small projected increase in traffic on this line segment and the proposed 
improvements in operations at Queensgate Yard. 

Please let me know if you have any questions about this matter. 

Sincerelv. 

Mary Gabrielle Sprague 
Atiomey for CSX Corporation and 

CSX Transportation, Inc. 

Enclosure 

cc: Robert Allen 
Carrie Clayton 
David Cobum 
Thomas Drake 
Carl Gerhardstein 
Michael Ruehling 
Pamela Savage 
Peter Shudtz 
Stephen Watson 

Bruno Maestri 
Andrew Plump 
Constance Sadler 

Steven Lee 
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ClitHoTOIeoeland 
Office of the Council 

JAY WESTBROOK 
President of City Counci. 

ENVIRUi<i»iENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

March 24. 1998 

Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser, Chief 
Section oi' Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Ms. Kaiser, 

Thank )'ou for your interest in the Cleveland City Council hearing on the Conrail Acquisition, held 
last VCednesdjy, March 18,1998 in Cleveland Cit\; Hall. This hearing was well attended with the 
participation of appr< ximatcly 200 citizens, top staff of several federal congressional offices, the 
Ohio Rail Development Corporation, the CSX Corporaticn, Norfolk Somhom Corporation and the 
Wheeling & Lake Erie Railway Company. 

The hearing, which began at 1:00 PM and ended at 9:45 PM, was aired in its entirety on our local 
pubUc access cable television station. A number of specific concems were raised related to the 
impact of railroad traffic on Cleveland neighborhoods. Among our concems are the proposals for 
mitigation of negative potential effects on the movement of vehicular traffic and quality of City 
neighborhoods; the configuration of a more appropriate routing pattern for freight traffic passing 
through our city; the importance of intermodal facilities to the economic growth in the City; and the 
possibilities of altemative route connections outside the City to divert pass through fireight traffic 
from Cleveland. 

Our Council staff is preparing more detailed information on the content and particular deliberations 
of the hearing. I will forward this information to you as soon as it is available. 

Sincerely, 

JiyyWestorook 
EKsident 
Cleveland Citv Council 

City Hall • Room 216 • 601 Lakeside Avenue • Cleveland, Ohio 44114 • (216)664-2941 • Fax (216) 664-3837 
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ENVlRCN^iENTAL 
Belknop Freeman, P E DOCUMENT 

24 March 1998 

119 HICKORY LANE 
ROSEMONT. PENNSYLVANIA 19010 

{ J ^ \ 0 ) S27-0146 

Office of tiie Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
STB Finance Docket 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington .DC 20423-0001 

Attention 
Elaine K Kei ser 
Environmental Pro 

Director 
Sect, of Environmen 

Analys i s 

Re: Conaents - Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition 

Dear Ms. Keiser: 
Help !!!! 

On the 16th of March, I l e f t an inquiry on your "Hot 
Line" (1-888-869-1997) concerning "New Information" relative 

the "Legal Notice" 
Of UMarch 1998. 

to the Draft EIS", as indicated by 
published in the Philadelphia Inquirer 

On the 23rd of March, I received » return call from a 
pleasant individual attending to the above mentioned "hot 
line". During our conversation, he searched his computer 
terminal and indicated any prior response I might have made, 
relative to the "Dravt EIS" was not lifi the systen. 

I t was suggested, t^at i f I s t i l l wanted my views 
considered, that i t would be appropriate to forward another 
copy, along with proof that I had submitted i t prior to the 
original cut off date for comments, therefore:-

Attached are two items as follows: 

January 
on the Draft 
446-376- 075 . 

1. Xerox copy of "Return Receipt" from STB Dated 
23,1998, the original package of individual comments 

EIS having been sent Certified Mail 

2 A duplicate 
1998 :o include i t s 

copy of my original letter of 19 January 
attachments, previously submitte(^. 

I intended my comments to be constructi\., and do 
indeed want them to be considered by the Surface 
Transportation Board's (STB) "Section of Environmental 
Analys i s " 

As I happen to have forwarded copies of my submission 
on the Draft EIS to both the Norfolk Southern and CSX 
Chairmar' of the Board and CEO's, yojr "section" should be 
aware of what additional information f i t itave received. 



As I happen also, to be retired from Amtrak (Senior 
Engineer Communications, Signals and Electric Traction), I 
also forwarded a copy to the Vi'e Pres-Chief Engineer of the 
National Railroad Passenger Corporation (As they become 
impacted by the Draft EIS inseveral respects). 

As my comments concern "ommissions" as well as possible 
"errors", I believe it would be to the advantage to the 
"Section of Environmental Analysis" to consider those items 
that have already been passed on to other parties who are 
impacted, and in some instances, in an adverse position, by 
original parts of the original Draft EIS. 

I would appreciate receipt of confirmation that my 
earlier submission of comments concerning the Draft EIS will 
be considered; rather than to have been possibly side 
tracked, as implied by my being told by the "Hot Line" 
monitor, that there is no record to show , on the computer, 
that my prior comments will be presented for consideration. 

Very truly yours. 

cc: 
Hon. Curt Weldon,MC 
Congressman ,7th Dist,Penna. 
2454 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington,DC 20515-3807 

As Information!- It is frustrating when one originally, 
with only a short'time to respond, after Kading through 81 
inches of tightly bound material, to be subsequently told 
that the material previously submitted, is not in the 
computer for consideration; in spite of the "Section of 
Environmental Analysis" previously requested comments by 
Public Notice. (Our Government at Work??). 

A copy of the original submission of comments of 19 
January attached. You and/or your staff might find some of 
the issues of interest as outlined in the individual 
exhibits . 

You will note, I indicated certain sections of the 
Draft EIS appeared to subject the Norfolk Southern and CSX 
to be hostage to Bureaucratir Blackmail. 

I certainly hope the STB's "Section of Environmental 
Analysis", in requesting "Public Comment", does not "ditch" 
those constructive and/or opposing comments, that they might 
have difficulty responding to, if they do not happen to f i t 
or match their "agenda". 



Belknap Freeman, PE 
19 January 1998 

119 HICKORY LANE 

ROSEMONT. PENNSYLVANIA 19010 

527^)14C C6I0) 

Office of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K. Street, N.W. 
Washington .DC 20423-0001 

Attenti on 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Envi ron.nental "roject 

Director 
Section of Environmental 

An-

Re: Connents - Draft EIS Proposed Conrai 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

In conjunction with Section 6.3.3 
Period", Column 4. chapter 6, Page 6-l«, 
the Draft Environmental Impact State 
"Proposed Conrail Acquisition"{ that ŵ  
comments arranged as individual exhibits 
six volumes of the Draft EIS, i t is f e l t 
multitude of isolated specific cas< 
defeating, as in the limited time frame it 
a "Final EIS", would cause a large numbi 
would become lo s t . Also, the major points 
focused in this submission would lose the 

The attached seven exhibits; which c 
comments, and part of my response, are as 
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19 January 1998 

Office of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K. Street, N.W. 
Washington,DC 20423-0001 

Attention 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project 

Di rector 
Section of Environmental 

Analys1s 

Re: Coaaents - Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

In conjunction with Section 6.3.3 Draft EIS "Comment 
Period", Column 4, chapter 6, Page 6-14, December 1997, of 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement relative to 
"Proposed Conrail Acquisition" < that which follows are 
comments arranged as individual exhibits. In review of the 
six volumes of the Draft EIS, i t is f e l t a response to a 
multitude of isolated specific cases would be self 
defeating, as in the limited time frame involved to develop 
a "Final EIS", would cause a larga number of such comments 
would become lost. Also, the major points on which I have 
focused in this submission would lose their significance. 

The attached seven exhibits; which cover the gist of my 
comments, and part of my response, are as follows: 

Exhibit I Rail Highway Crossings 
Exhibit I I Electric Traction Issues and Clearances 
Exhibit I I I Federal Railroad Administration Report 
Exhibit IV Taking of Property Rights 
Exhibit V Mitigation Rules 
Exhibit VI Environmental Justice Analysis 
Exhibit VII Abandonments -Military Infrastructure 

Overall, consider the Draft EIS an overkill in respect 
to i t s contribution in any respect towards assisting to 
making an improved self sustaining transportation system. 
(Yes there are a few constructive comments). One must 
recognize that both NS and CSX are competitive enterprises; 
both by design with each other; and more si g n i f i c a n t l y , 
being unable to raise rates against their competition by 
trucks and other means of transportation. One must exercise 
prudent judgement as to the luxury of being able to 
accomplish every thing one might want to accomplish and In 
addition, every thing others think one should do as well; 
keeping in mind the shipper has the option of taking his 
business else where or even site his business at another 
location. 



Receipt of a" final"copy of the EIS will be appreciated 
when It Is published. 

If someone Is offended by my style, sorry; for It at 
times Is harsh to force ones attention to what I am saying. 

Thanking you In advance, I remain. 

Very truly yours. 

BelknaV Freeman,PE 

End osures: 

Seven Exhibits. 

Sent Certified 
Return Receipt 

Ten copies included to Insure appropriate distribution. 



Exhibit I Rail Highway Crossings 

Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition Docket 33388 

CoMents - Letter 19 January '98 to SEA of STB 

In the "Section of Environmental Analvsis" (SEA) text, 
a l l the way through the report, suggested mitigation 
strategies to address significant high^i^rail at grade 
crossings problems, to the casual reader, place the onus on 
the railroads. There are few who would read, say foot note 
4, at the bottom of page 7-7 of Volume 4, which reads In 
part: 

"...Therefore, i t 1s not SEA's intent at 
this time to recommend that the Board require a 
separated grade crossing where the local community 
finds this approach undesirable or is unwilling to 
fund an appropriate share." 

As the Surface Transportation Board Is an outgrowth of 
the former Interstate Commerce Commission, in the realm of 
"Safety", as related to Rail Highway Crossings at Grade, 
under the heading of References" as laid out starting on 
Page R-1 of Volume 4 of the Draft EIS, i t is of concern to 
note the f a i l u r e to include the Interstate Commerce 
Commission's Docket # 33440 of February 1964, t i t l e d 
"Prevention of Rail Highway Grade Crossing Accidents 
Involving railway Trains and Motor vehicles".. In order to 
refresh ones memory, and motivate one to go back to "square 
one" prior to attempting to "reinvent the wheel", of the 
Docket's Findings, the 13th of 14 is cited from I t s paqe 87 
of the docket, as follows: 

"(13) That highway users are the principal 
recipients of the benefits flowing from rail-highway 
grade seperations or from special protection at r a i l 
highway grade crossings. For this reason, the cost 
of i n s t a l l i n g and maintaining such systems and 
protective devices is a public responsibility and 
should be financed with public funds the same as 
highway t r a f f i c devices." 

Bel knap' Freeman .PE 
Rosemont. PA 19010 
19 January '98 



Exhibit II Electric Traction Issues and Clearances 

Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition Docket 33388 

CoMents Letter 19 January '98 to SEA of STB 

Scattered throughout the various Volumes of the Draft 
Environmental Statement are references to "actions" to be 
taken to improve overhead clearances. As an example, 
attention is invited to Table 5-DC-ll (Page DC-21, Volume 
3B) where I t states "CSX has proposed to increase the 
clearance of the Virginia Avenue Tunnel as part of a long 
standing project". In Volume 3B , Page VA -3,"NS plans 
significant capacity improvements on i t s Shenodoah Corridor, 
Including raising clearances between Riverton and Roanoke" .*low 
prior to any concept of acquisition of Conrail, j o i n t l y by 
NS i CSX, Conrail had accomplished considerable work, partly 
paid for by the State of Pennsylvania, to raise overhead 
clearances on the former Main Line of the original 
Pennsylvania Railroad. In addition to these e f f o r t s , Conrail 
also paid Amtrak to raise the height of the electric 
traction catenary where possible at various t i g h t sites 
(e.g. Across the Perryville Bridge over the Susquehanna 
River - MP 60). 

Now comes Business Development of Amtrak, who have 
commissioned LTK Engineering Services, to accomplish various 
studies to determine how Amtrak might maximize the 
opportunity of obtaining an additional revenue stream from 
the assets of i t s right of way. The principal scenario has 
the "vision" of eliminating the need for Amtrak's existing 
138,000 Volt 25 Hertz transmission lines (Which net the New 
York - Washington together as one continuous system 
without interruptions to trains and as seen by the u t i l i t i e s 
, a benign load), and to reuse the existing space to build 
new transmission lines that may be employed to "wheel 
electric power". To implement such a proposal would involve 
expenditure of redistributed tax dollars to convert Amtrak's 
existing 25 Hertz 12,500 Volt catenary to a concept of 60 
Hertz catenary at 25,000 Volts. 

Further, as height of the electric traction catenary is 
already a l i m i t i n g factor on use of doubler stack container 
loads. Business Development would in one step decrease the 
existing overhead clearance almost a foot a l l over the New 
York - Washington and Harrisburg Routes (As added spacing 
would be required between the caterary and i t s supports from 
overhead structures such as overnead bridges and tunnels, 
and additional clearance would be required between the 
catenary contact wire and the dynamic height of the vehicle 
below). One might cite specific overhead clearance figures 
at assorted spots here and there on a before and after 
basis; but that would be "hog wash", for the overall 
clearance would be reduced every where. 



Besides the risk of Amtrak's Business Development ever 
attempting to implement its "vision", there are two other 
electric traction issues that might be mentioned as 
Involving the Draft EIS. 

The Table 2-4 "Shared Assets Rail Line Segments that 
might exceed the Broao Thresholds For Environmental 
Analysis" Page 2-21 of Volume 1 of the Draft EIS more than 
substantiate that there is an anticipated increase use of 
the existing NE Corridor of Amtrak (As well as numerous 
other references such as Table 4-7 on Page 4-25 of Volume 
! ) . 

On page 197 and 204 of Volume 2(NS Safety Integration 
Plan, reference is made to NS crews operating over the NE 
Corridor should be qualified on the operating rules of 
Amtrak. In such a situation, it should be highlighted that 
besides qualification in NORAC Operating Rules, that 
qualification in the "Electrical Operating Instructions" 
(AMT-2) be specifically mentioned, as not to be overlooked. 

On page 221 of Volume 2, as well as page 44 of the DOT 
Preliminary Comments, mention is made of the necessity to 
resolve the software and compatibility of various computer 
systems on the various properties. When operating under the 
catenary system, it 1s imperative that such computer systems 
identify in an accurate manner, car height, car height and 
specific features of a load such as use of a tarpaulin 
cover. (When the NE Corridor, pre Amtrak days, relly carried 
a major volume of freight, "Height Detectors" were employed 
in the area of MP 83 , in advance of the last freight yard 
before the tunnels in Baltimore, such as to have the 
opportunity to drill "excess height cars" that might have 
inadvertently got by the system. It was essential to 
maintain excellent track surface at the site of the "height 
detector" to prevent vertical bounce [ dynamic clearance^ 
and tarpaulin covered loads were always a problem as they 
fluttered in the wind or air stream as a result of tht 
trains travel). 

As CSX has its own right of way somewhat parallel to 
the Corridor, and NS is at risk to being subject to loss of 
available overhead clearance In their use o" the Amtrak NE 
Corridor, by possible mischief on the p .t of Business 
Development, so much for competition !!!! (This is 
particularly significant when one considers "container and 
trailer loads " are a major area for rail traffic growth 
when competitive service times are possible). 

Belknap Freeman,PE 
Rosemont,PA 19010 
19 January 1998 



Exhibit I I I Federal Railroad Adalnlstratlon 

Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition Docket 33388 

CoMents - Letter 19 January,'98 to SEA of STB 

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), under the 
umbrella or caption of the United States Departmc;nt of 
Transportation, submitted Preliminary Comments, in their 
submission of October 21, '97, as presented In Volume 2 
"Safety Integration Plans", in particular, the verified 
statement of Edward R. English. 

Not to nit pick; but to improve the text of the FRA 
preliminary comments, that which follows are Intended to be 
constructive. 

On page numbered 19 of English's paper, in the caption 
relating to "NORAC Rule Book", as many of the Northeast 
f a c i l i t i e s such as Metro North, NJ Transit,Amtrak and SEPTA 
are arranged with electric traction f a c i l i t i e s , for emphasis 
as to i t s importance, both for operating safety and the 
safety for the individual; that qualification in Electric 
Traction Operating Rules (e.g Amtrak's AMT-2) be included 
just as well as reference to NORAC Operating Rules. 

This same comment applies in other sections of the FRA 
preliminary report such as i t s paragraph "c) Railroad 
Operating Rules" as found on i t s page numbered 30. 

On page 36 there is reference • Increased levels of 
double stack intermodel t r a f f i c anticipated by NS, yet 
expanding this to the entire acquisition e f f o r t , i t can be 
recognized the concept of "increased clearance height" Is an 
extensive issue else where. (Prior commer.ts in Exhibit I I of 
this c r i t i q u e ) . Attention 1s invited to the issue, that the 
FRA, in their over sight of the Northeast Corridor 
Improvement Program have been supportive of the same 
mischief credited to Business Development of Amtrak, in 
Exhibit I I , with the "vision" of converting the electric 
traction f a c i l i t i e s of the NE Corridor New York to 
Washington from their present versertlle 25 Hertz benign 
configuration to a "cheap and d i r t y " 60 Hertz configuration. 
The ultimate outcome of such a proposal would be to decrease 
a l l overhead clearances by approximately a "foot"; thus to 
re s t r i c t further any opportunity for expansion of high loads 
than even as presently existing.. 

The FRA Preliminary report on Its page 39, raises many 
questions as to the application of continuous cab signals 
and t r a i n and/or speed control concepts on the various 
systems (or lack thereof). The report ought to support an 
evaluation of the use of a sixty hertz track code as 
contrasted with use of 100 Hertz (particularly in today's 
realm ô ' 100 Hertz inverters) (e .g. Immunity from Induced 



energy from commercial sources, the improved selectivity of 
higher carrier frequency making it possible to add aspects, 
rather than be limited to a simple "stop" or "go". The 
ability to improve coupling with the track r a i l s , thus carry 
across track discontinuities in the track structure, etc. 
•The FRA have not faced the issue of use of 60 Hertz in 
association with rule books which state the "cab signal" 
does not apply when negotiating track crossovers, not has 
the FRA addressed the issue of Amtrak locomotives operating 
in the Northwest in their cab signal territory, being forced 
to disable or cut out their "speed control" feature; yet 
over a period of years, spending both the taxpayers money 
and that of the railroads involved as well [in the millionsj 
in the quest for a more exotic system, which at best has yet 
been recognized only as a non vital system, dependent upon 
existing wayside signal systems for ultimate safety]. 

In paragraph e) S & T C Concerns- Other, the reports 
page 41, there are three issues which might well be 
expanded. 

The concept of any Positive Train Control concept must 
be examined not only from the standpoint of where it is 
going, maintenance and obsolescence to be considered as well 
as cost; but whether it could be successful in being able to 
handle existing rail traffic levels as experienced else 
where (e.g. the six track configuration west of Elizabeth 
,NJ, of Amtrak) to say nothing of increased growth. Also how 
it might stack up with and compare with such developments as 
the nine aspect continuous cab signal system presently in 
service, say in Amtrak's New England territory. After all 
the FRA touts "interoperability"). 

The concept of signalman's territory is Interesting and 
for "horror stories" Miami , Fla, comes to mind, with a 
maintained from Atlanta,GA (No body local wanting territory, 
low seniority , to hold jon must travel) Who is to cover on 
week-ends in reasonable time? What on the impact of , or 
intent of the hours of service rules, involved with the time 
required to commute from Atlanta,GA to Miami ? (PartalS of 
Title 49 CFR). 

The reference to "CSAO Areas" raise numerous concerns 
as the FRA report mentions; but to add emphasis, certain 
issues ought to also be considered. One is the issue of 
control of "hours of service" under the hours of service 
rules for signal forces. The second is concern for the 
organizational characteristics and responsibility for signal 
plans and implementation of the FRA's rules and regulations, 
record keeping, et a l l , especially in light of such 
statements --(In the report, the comment was made that 
signal and communications work tasks at CSAO's would be 
accomplished by contractors, with no mention as to whom or 
where would the coordination, supply of and review of plans 
and specifications would be handled In such an environment). 



In its section , page 48, in the FRA report, leans 
heavy on the subject of Rail Highway Crossings. It conveys 
the impression of a heavy burden of cost on the railroads, 
and falls to recognize such historic background as 
exemplified by the earlier ICC Order in their Docket 33440 
(Which Is not known to have been declaimed null and void). 
[Previously mentioned in Exhibit 1 of this set of comments 
In response to the Draft EIS.]. 

Belknap Freeman,PE 
Rosemont,PA 19010 
19 January '98 



Exhibit IV Taking of Property 

Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition Docket 33388 

Coaments Letter 19 January '98 to SEA of STB 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement in several 
Individual instances, brings up the subject of Cultural and 
Historic Resources; for example, on page 7-17 of Volume 4, 
when I t reads: 

"13. NS shall undertake no construction or 
modification of the Shellpot Bridge near Wilmington, 
Delaware, until completion of the Section 106 
process of the Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 
470f as amended)." 

[see also page DE-12 of Volume 3A, where i t states the 
Delaware State Historical Society has determined that the 
Shellpot Bridge is eliqible for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Bridges, and the proposed 
rehabilitation max effect the bridge.] (See also Page 204 of 
NS Safety Intergration Plan, Volume 2, where i t indicates NS 
would intend to rehab the bridge and associated branch to 
by-pass the Amtrak Main Line through the Wilmington Station 
Area). 

I find such a r e s t r i c t i o n , "taking of property". Not a 
building with only local u t i l i z a t i o n ; b>;* rather a f a c i l i t y 
that serves a wider purpose in Interstate Commerce , 
particularly as i t ser/es to by pass freight trains around 
another establishment that was blessed with the anointment 
of being a Historic F a c i l i t y . (Remember back a few years, 
before Amtrak chased the freight off the Corridor, that s4̂as 
a function the bridge pre.'iously served). 

I t is repugnant to impose a delay to a logical problem 
only on the basis that "just now" i t is considered a 
possible e l i g i b l e structure for inclusion In the National 
Register of Historic Bridges and may. be impacted by any 
rehabilitation needs. 

I f this seems a harsh attitude towards "Federal 
Supremacy" and the bureaucrats who tend to such matters; 
maybe i t is because of my continued dislike of a situation 
some twenty years ago concerning the redistribution of tax 
dollars I was involved with to relocate an entire telephone 
exchange and i t s associated cable plant out of the 
Wilmington Train Station within a c r i t i c a l time frame, 
allegedly only because we had previously raised the floor 
some 4 inches than the original station floor that was to be 
restored, as part of preservation of a historic s i t e . 

Now that the effort to restore the station to I t s 
original appearance, are we risking I t s status asM^delay 



the use of the Shellpot as a means to keep freights away 
from the term1nal?As a result, are we going to experience a 
displaced load on a freight train that passing through the 
station, win serve to damage the overhanging platform 
shelter structures?? 

The rationale' of these comments also apply to other 
sites, such as Illinois, where suddenly we have a problem 
associated with a historic place, evidently not of 
sufficient Importance to have been addressed previously; but 
now all of a sudden a big problem. Is It a case of one 
seeing an opportunity only now to make an Issue of *n object 
only when one might hold a project hostage as a means to 
accomplish ones own agenda???? 

Belknap Freeman,PE 
Rosemont,PA 19010 
19 January 1998 



Exhibit V Mitigation Rules 

Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition Docket 33388 

CoMents Letter 19 January 1998 to SAE of STB 

In Volume 4, "SEA's Preliminary Recommended 
Environmental Mitigation" as outlined in Chapter 7, page 
7-12, under caption " 7.2.2 Recommended Regional 
Mitigation", sub t i t l e "Safety: Passenger Operations", reads 
in part: 

"By establishing those passenger trains as 
"superior", trains movlnq In the same or opposite 
direction on the same trffCkTwo^ld be clear of the 
track at least 15 minutes before and 15 minutes 
after the expected arrival of a passenger train at 
any point. This requirement would not apply when any 
Is moving in the opposite direction, away from a 
passenger t r a i n . " 

This is a proposed rule that Is capable of creating 
massive delays; also i t is poorly written. I t is obvious, 
i t s author has never been In the situation on a locomotive 
of a passenger t r a i n , say # 574, operating in "manual b lock 
t e r r i t o r y " , receiving a t r a i n order which read: "Train 574 
you are running 2J hours late " - which interpreted, says, as 
you are 2} hours late, stay that way - do not try to make up 
scheduled time Why?? Because in "Manual Block Territory", 
where there are "Yard Limits", a yard crew, whc by the rules 
must clear up 15 minutes prior to the scheduled time of 
arrival of a "passenger t r a i n " , is given the same train 
order "Train 574 you are running 2i hours late"; thus 
allowing the yard crew the additional time to complete or 
continue his work. 

Now the "SEA" paragraph as written employs the word 
"expected" -- what i f the passenger train is running late?? 
And how does he stay that way??And how does the freight 
train know?? 

To implement the SEA proposed rule could cause a 
considerably longer delay than a half hour (15 minutes 
before and 15 minutes after) as the track layout and 
specific t r a i n were matched to get him in the right place In 
order to execute the minimum of 15 minutes. 

In a manual block operation, the only unit delayed Is 
the local "switcher" within a well defined l i m i t for the 
"yard l i m i t s " . In a manual block te^-ritory, i t Is only that 
way because there is in s u f f i c i e n t t r d f f i c to j u s t i f y an 
in s t a l l a t i o n of an appropriate signal system. 

When one starts to place serious arbitrary cumulative 
delays on through freight trains,one over looks the Impact 



that many such mo/es have schedules; scheduled times to pass 
blocks of cars for "meets" for other through freight trains 
with coordination of schedule critical times, et a l l . ( I have 
lived through the situation where our BNY 16 had a higher 
priority than our passenger train - account of the 
guaranteed delivery of Ford Motor's cars of "roof panels" in 
the train every night and the General Supt of Transportation 
knew how to find me if I managed to screw it up). 

The proposed SEA rule as It is presented in the Draft 
EIS lacks the opportunity to determine just what Impact it 
has as a mischief maker as the listing of track segments 
that precede the rule as presented on page 7-12, fail to 
Indicate type of operation (CTC, Automatic Block, Manual 
Block, APB.Train Order, etc.) or number of tracks, sidings, 
siding length, et a l l . (The listings in Volume 3A , Chapter 
5 "State Settings, Impacts and Proposed Mitigation" Pages 
5-14 to 5-47 inclusive, provide no clue as to the 
extenuating circumstances surrounding such a requirement). 

In Volume 3B, ^ages MI-8 and MI-9, the Infinite wisdom 
and significance of "Federal Supremacy" unfolds when the 
SEA, in the middle of page MI-8 state in part: 

"Given the limited number of passenger 
train accidents, SEA was unable to accurately 
predict either the severity, location or timing of 
actual accidents. SEA therefore focused on 
estimating the potential risks of accidents..." 

Out of this admission of "bankruptcy? as to ones 
qualification to be an "oracle"; as stated In the next to 
last sentence of the first paragraph of page MI-9, the SEA 
go on to state: 

" . . . . I t is SEA's preliminary 
recommendation that all freight trains, both 
opposing , and moving in the same direction as 
passenger trains, be clear of the main tracks at 
least 15 minutes prior to the estimated arrival of 
the passenger train..." 

This further demonstrates that In the pious dignity of 
all the SEA's outporings, we say one thing in one part of a 
Volume and something else In the same Volume. For example, 
on page MI-9 as cited above, we employ the words "estimate 
arrival", while on page 5-28 of the same Volume, we state 
"expected arrival", which represents two different 
situations if taken l i t e r a l l y . 

Has anyone made a study of siding lengths, spacing of 
sidings, type of control, number of following trains. Impact 
on hours, of service of crews, et all??? 

ri/̂ ftYh-̂ ''*'****' 
Belknap Free,man,PE 
19January 1998 



Exhibit VI Envlronaental Justice Analysis 

Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acquisition Docket 33388 

CoMents Letter 19 January '98 to SEA of STB 

Appendix K is an Interesting document in several 
respects. Firstly U is not conducive to good race relations 
In Its singling out and defines areas that are given a 
stigma of being below par. There is an impression of 
building "expectations", yet not identifying anything 
constructive as a consequence of what any Increased 
acttvity might be, such as added jobs from the area In say 
a "yard activity". 

I t does provide as a useful tool, as an Indication 
where a higher level of security may be required; but i t 
does not define the extent of exposure to "mother's l i t t l e 
darlings" who are turned out on their own, to wander, and at 
times are injured or cause injury or damage to a railroad 
property. (At time s, to even bring a lawsuit against the 
railroad for its failure to provide what the pla i n t i f f 
defines as an appropriate "baby sitting function" in having 
failed to prevent their being injured and/or to protect them 
from their own fo l l y . (There is no cap on the limits of 
l i a b i l i t y for a railroad in some of these situations). 

Belknap Freeman,PE 
Rosemonmt,PA 19010 
19 January 1998 



Exhibit VII Abandonaents •• The Military Infrastructure 

Draft EIS Proposed Conrail Acq; Jsltlon Docket 33388 

Coaaents Letter 19 January '98 to SEA of STB 

In a review of Volume 6 "Abandonments", on the NS 
references, there are comments as to clients who w i l l have 
to resort to "trucks". (But no depth of data as to just what 
type shipper is involved). 

As a personal matter, my interests include the 
mi l i t a r y , and am suf f i c i e n t l y naive as to s t i l l believe r a i l 
access to a military f a c i l i t y is s t i l l a national asset; 
especially with the down grade and de-activation of a major 
number of military f a c i l i t i e s in recent years. 

The format of the Environmental Impact Statement covers 
many areas, which would enter the cat lory of "who cares" i f 
we were to become involved in another World War I I type 
c o n f l i c t , where our very existence was at stake. Yet in the 
format of the EIS, there is no mention, even a negative 
response, as to abandonment of any form of military support 
infrastructure inthe EIS. 

Our movement of troops and supplies by air in today's 
ac t i v i t y is highly vulnerable to supply of f u e l , aircraft 
and p i l o t s ; not an arrangement adopted to a lengthy 
engagement. 

(As late as last week, in a t r i p to McGuire Air Force 
Base (and i t s adjacent Fort Dix f a c i l i t y ) i t is s t i l l with 
concern , to drive over a former rail-highway crossing area 
with the evidence of the former r a i l right of way extending 
through the trees). Having spent almost five years on 
Active duty in WW I I in Panama, England Africa and I t a l y , 
originally having been orig i n a l l y drafted prior to the start 
of the War, and after 26 active years in the Reserve 
Program, now a retired Colonel, one must recognize my strong 
feelings in this area. 

Belknap Freeman,PE 
Rosemont,PA 19010 
19 January '98 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

March 19, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

RE; Fifiance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway 
Company - Control and Operc'ting Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you ofthe serious problems that my community faces 
t>ecause of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have Ijeen a resident of Hammond for 64 years. Unfortunately, my community 
is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area. 
Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of resklents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two young men 
were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad train at e 
crossing in Hanmond. 

I uniei-stand that the railroads plan to increase operatkjns in Northwest Indiana. 
Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from the 
existing high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further 
harm as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Howard A. Harmon 
2105 Superior Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 
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ENViRONMENTMfh 1998 
^ ^ DOCUMENT 

blame K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation, Norfolk Southern 
Corporation — Control and Operating Lease Agreements — Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my community faces 
because ofthe excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have been a î sident of GarTfTBa- for 53_ ycirs. Unfortunately, my 
community is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through 
the area. Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of our residents 
and children are being put in great jeopardy. On february 8, 1998, two young men 
were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving train at a crossing in 
Flammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest Indiana. 
Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from the existing 
high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot sland any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from further 
harm as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your consideration 
of this letter. 

Sincerely, 



STB FD 33388 3-25-98 CITIES 



OtHofCleoeland 
Office ofthe CouncU 

JAY WESTBROOK 
President of City Councd 

March 10.1998 

DOCUf̂ L 
ATTN: Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Office of the Secretarv-
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street 
Washington. DC 20423 

Dear Ms. Kaiser 

i am writing to invite - our participation in a joint hearing of the Cleveland Ctty Council Aviation and 
Transportation Committee and Public Safety- Committee regarding the proposed merger of the Norfolk 
Southem and CSX railroad companies and its impact on Cleveland neighborhoods. 

ITie hearing will begin at 1:(X) PM, VC'ednesdav, March 18''', 1998 in the Citv Council Committee Room 217, 
City Hall. 

The intent of the hearing is to meet with the representatives of the railroad companies to express the 
concems of Council on the proposed railroad merger, and review the proposed alteriiatives as presented by 
the City. .Additionally, the hearing will provide an oppormnity for citizens to rxpress their concems with the 
merger, and show support for the proposed alternatives. 

Cenainly you recognize such change in railroad operations is of historic proportions and many persons arc 
interested in the process. It is our belief that many citizens of Cleveland will be affected by the railroad's 
proposals nd have a stake in the outcome of the merger. 

It is my sincere hope that your office will be represented at this hearing. I am available to you at 216-664-
2941. as is Council staff person Bn-an Gillooly at 216-664-4579. W'e lo.̂ k forvi'ard to hearing from you. 

JayVi'estlkrook 
C^ncil President and Chairman 
Aviation and Transportation Committee 

Cit> Hail • Room 216 • 601 Lakeside Avenue • Cleveland, Ohio 44114 • (216)664-2941 • Fax (216) (',64-3837 
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March 17, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2-423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - Ccnrail, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my 
community faces because of the excessive levels of local railroad 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a resident of Hammond for 50 years. 
Unfortunately, my community i s suffering from the significant 
levels of railroad t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, cur a i r quality suffers and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy. On February fa, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when their pick-up truck was hit my a moving 
railroad t r a i n at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in 
Northwest Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
suffering eiough from the existing high levels of railroad t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any further increases. 

Yoa must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana i s 
protected from further harm as a result of additional railroad 
operations. Thank you for your consideration of this l e t t e r . 

Sincerely, 

Maryannj^a Carczewski 
6348 Monroe Avenue 
Hammond, IN 46324 



DOCUMENT 

March 19, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation B«>ard 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

RE: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southem Railway 
Company - Control and Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am \Amting to inform you of the serious problems that my community faces 
t>ecause of the excessive •eve's of \ocaA railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of Hammond since 1966. Unfortunately, my community is 
suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving thnsugh the area. 
Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two young men 
were killed when their pick-up tmck was hit by a moving railroad train at a 
crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana. 
Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from the 
existing high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further 
harm as a result or additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Marie Harmon 
2105 Superior Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 



DWWJMENT March 19, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
En̂ /ironmental Project Din «tor 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street, N W. 
Washington, D C. 20423-0001 

RE: Finance Docket No 33388 CSX Corporation, Norfolk Southem 
Corporation - Control and Operating Lease Agreements - Conrail Inc 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

Pursuant to the above referenced Finance Docket No. 33388,1 am writing this letter to inform 
you that I'd be very much disappointed and disgusted if such measurements were taken in this 
City that I've resided in for over forth (40) years. 

Not only would I be opposed to such actions, but would strongly recommend that passage would 
be detrimental to the City as well as its' citizens. 

The passage of the proposed merger with the railroads would not only add to the already 
impassable access to our fire and police, as well as, ambulance and other medical emergencies but 
those persons who arc attempting to navigate through those specific areas to their jobs. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected for additional disasters, which 
are not an act of God 

Thank you for your help and consideration in this matter. 

Ethel H/l Smith 
1 .S84 Garfield Street 
Gary, IN 46404 



March 17, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB fineuice Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finaace Dock»jt No. 33388 CSX Corporation, 
and Norfork Southtsm railway Company -- Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements -- Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

This xatter is to inform you of the very serious problems my 
community faces because of the excessive amounts of local railroad 
traffic. 

I have been a resident of Hammond, IN for 30 years. Unfortunately, my 
community has been for 30 years, and s t i l l i s suffering from the high 
levels of railroad traffic that go through our City. Our roads are 
constantly clogged with motor vehicle waiting for long trains that 
are either standing s t i l l or passing through. The quality of our air 
suffers, and the safety of residents and their children are being put 
in great jeopardy. Using the most recent tragedy, on February 8, 
1998, two young men were k i l l when their pick-up truck was hit by a 
railroad train at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in 
northwest Indiana. Such increase must be opposed. We are already 
suffering enough from the existing high levels of railroad traffic, 
and we just cannot stand =»ny further increase in such traf f i c . 

Please, you must take the necessary action to ensure that northwest 
Indiana i s protected from further harm as a result of additional 
railroad operations. Thank you for your consideration of this 
.1 etter. 

Sincerely 

Robert Allen 
Resident of Northwest Indiana 



DOCUMENT 
March 17, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser, Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K SU.^, N.W. 
Washington, DC. 20423-0001 

RE: FINANCE DOCKET NO. 33388 CSX CORPORATION ANP 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY - CONTROL AND 
OPERAl ING LEASES/ACHIEEN^ENTS - CONRAIL, INC. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inj orm you of the serious problems that my community fitces because of 
the excessive levels of lo< il railroad traffic. 

I have been a r esident of Hammond for thirty-seven (37) years. Unfortunately, my 
cotnmunity is suffr.mg fh>m the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area. Our 
roads are clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and children are being put in 
great jeopardy. On February 8,1998, two (2) young men were killed when their pidc-up truck 
was hit by a moving raih-oad trttin at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana. Such 
increases should be opposed. We are akeady suffering enough fix>m the existing high levds of 
railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any fiirther increases. 

You must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from fiirther harm as a 
result of additional raikoad operations. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

fames Kontrik 
4326 Torrence Avenue 
Hammond, IN 46327 
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March 17. 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser. Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street, N W 
Washington, D C 20423-0001 

RE FINANCE DOCKET NO 33388 CSX CORPORATION AND 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY - CONTROL AND 
OPERATING LEASES/AGREEMENTS - CONRAIL, INC 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

I am v> ritng to inform you of the senous probl;ms that my community faces because of 
the excessive levels of local railroad traffic 

I have been a resident of Hammond ior thirty-seven (37) years Unfortunately, my 
community is suffering from the significant levels of raiboad traffic moving through the area Our 
roads are clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and children are being put in 
great jeopardy On February 8. 1998, two (2) young men were killed when their pick-up truck 
w-̂ s hit by a moving railroad train at a crossing in Hammond 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana Such 
increases should be opposed We are already suffering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases 

You must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further harm as a 
resuh of additional railroad operations 

TharK you for your consideration of this letter 

a Kontrik 
4326 Torrence Avenue 
Hammond. IN 46327 



March 17, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-Onoi 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation, 
and Norfork Southern railway Company -- Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements -- Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

This l e t L e r i s to inform you of the very serious problems my 
community faces because of the excessive amounts of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a recident of Hammond, IN f o r 30 years. Unfortunately, my 
coroTiunity has been f o r 30 years, and s t i l l i s s u f f e r i n g from the high 
levels of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c that go through our City. Our roads i=>rc 
constantly clogged with motor vehicle w a i t i n g f o r long t r a i n s that 
are e i t h e r standing s t i l l or passing through. The q u a l i t y of our a i r 
suffers, and the safety of residents and t h e i r c h i l d r e n are being put 
i n great jeopardy. Using the most recent tragedy, on February 8, 
1998, two young men were k i l l when t h e i r pick-up tr-uck was h i t by a 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n at a crossing i n Hammond. 

I understand that the r a i l r o a d s plan to increase operations i n 
northwest Indiana. Such increase must be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g hicfh levels of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we j u s t cannot stand any f u r t h e r increase i n such t r a f f i c . 

Please, you must take the necessary action to ensure that northwest 
Indiana i s protected from f u r t h e r hami as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l 
r a i l r o a d operations. Thank you f o r your consideration of t h i s 
l e t t e r . 

Sincerely 

Robert Allen 

Resident of Northwest Indiana 



March 19. 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
.ATTN STB Finance Docket No .KK>88 

1925 K Street. N W 
VVashington. D C :042.'!-0001 

RE Finance Docket No .V>.̂ S8 CSX Corporation. Norfolk Southern 
Corporation - Control and Qperatinu Lease .Agreements - Conraii Inc 

Dear Ms Kaiser 

Pursuant to the abov e reterenced Finance Docket No .̂ 3388. I am writing this letter to inform 
you that I'd be \ et\ much disappointed and disgusted if such measurements were taken in this 
City that I've resided in for over tbrtli (40) \ears 

Not only would 1 be opposed to such actii.ns. but would strongly recommend that passage would 
be detrimental to the City as well as its citizens 

The passage ofthe proposed merger with the railroads would not only add to the already 
impassable access to our fire and police, as well as, ambulance and other medical emergencies but 
those persons w ho are attempting to navigate through those specific areas to their jobs. 

>'ou must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected for additional disasters, which 
are not an act of God 

Thank you for your help and consideration in this matter 

Ethel !>1 Smith 
1 >84 Garfield Street 
Gar\, IN 4M04 



March 19, 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street. N W 
Washington, D C 20423-0001 

RE: Finance Docket No 33388 CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway 
Company - Control and Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc 

Dear Ms Kaiser 

I am wnting to inform you of the serious problems fhat my community faces 
because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic 

I have been a resident of Hammond since 1966 Unfortunately, my community is 
suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area. 
Our roads are clogged our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy On February 8, 1998, two young men 
were killed when their pick-up trurk was hit by a moving railroad train at a 
crossing in Hammond 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana. 
Such increases should be opposed We are already suffenng enough from the 
existing high levels of railroad traffic, arid we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further 
harm as a result of additional railroad operations Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Marie Harmon 
2105 Superior Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 



March 17, 1998 

El a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2-423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and 
Norf o i ) : Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operat.ng Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear .Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w:-iting t o info r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of Iccai. r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r 50 years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d wnen t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p l a n t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g h i gh l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

MaryanivjKarczewski 
6348 Monroe Avenue 
Hammond, IN 46324 



ENVlHi 

March 19, 1998 

Ela.ne K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN STB Finance Docket N-. 33388 
1925 K Street, N W 
Washington, D C 20423-0001 

RE Finance Docket No 33388 CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway 
Comoany - Control and Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc 

Dear Ms Kaiser 

I am wnting to inform you of the senous problems that my community faces 
because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of Hammond for 64 years Unforti'nately, my community 
is suffenng from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area 
Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy On February 8, 1S98, two young men 
were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad tram at a 
crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana 
Such increases should be opposed We are already suffenng enough from the 
existing nigh levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ens'jre that Northwest Ir diana is protected from further 
harm as a result of additional railroad operations Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter 

Sincerely, 

Howard A Harmon 
2105 Superior Avenue 
Whiting, Indiana 46394 
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DOCUMENT 

Dear Ms, Kaiser 

I am wnting to invite vour participation m > lomt tieanni; of the ("ieveland (iitv (.t ;ncil .\viation and 
I'ransport.ition < omniittee and Puhhc Satetv i 'onimittv ^ regarding the proposed merger of the Norfolk 
.'^outhern an ( SX railroad conipanio and it> impact on Cleveland neighhorhood>. 

1 he hearing will begin . . I P.M. \ \ ednesdav. .March IS ". 199,S in the (^irv ('ouncil (.(jmmi'tee Room 21". 
(:it\ n.iii , 

I he inient ol tiie hearing is to meet with, the representative-- ot the railroad companies 'o e\press the 
concems ot (Council on the proposed railroad merger, and re\ lew the proposed alternatives a> proented b\ 
the Cm . Additionallv. the hearng will provide an opportiinitv tor citi/ens to express their concern- with the 
merger, and show -upport tor the proposed alternatives 

(,'ertainlv" \o i i recogni/e such change m railroad operatMns is ot'iustoric proportions and man\ persons art 
interested m the process It is our behet' tliat manv citi/ens of ('leveland will be attected bv the railroad's 
propos.-l.- ai'.d hav e a -take m the outcome ot the merger 

i> nu -Ulcere liope that v<Hir ottlce will be represented at this hearing. I am available to \-ou .it 2[(>-(>(t4-
2'Ml. as IS I ciuncil -tatt person Brvan CTIIIOOK at 2U>-('i64 4.S~'' W'e look tor.vard to heanng trom \ou-

.^incerelv 

lav "vN'estttyook 
Ounci l PreMcient and (Chairman 
.\viatiori and .'r.uisportarion ( ommittec 

(. ItN H.ll l _ 1 ^I ' l I lkc-li.ic \velVlc •4-1 1 I -i 2 : 0 ( i ( i4 -2 '> i i _ : (> ' . O 
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March IH. IWS „ M -

Elaine K. Kaiser V^v^ 5rfl 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surtace Transportation Board 
.Attn: STB Finance DcKket No. 333XS 
w:.*) K Street. N.W. 
Washington. D.C 2()423-(>()()l 

Re: Finance Dexket No. 3338S CSX Corporation & Nortolk Southem Railway Coinpany 
- Control :inH (Ipt'nitir.t; I ea^es/At^reeinents - Ca^ntrnil. Inc. 

Deal Ms. Kaiser-

I am writing to intonn you of the serious problems that the City of Hammond, Indiana faces 
because of the e.xcessive levels ot ItKal lailroac^ traitlc. 

I have been a resident of Hammond for 4.'> years. Unfortunately, my community is suffering from 
the significant lev els of railroad traffic moving through the ;irea. Oyr roads are clogged, our air 
qualitv suffers, and the safety of residents and children are being put .n great jeopardy. On 
February X. WVS, »wo young men were killed when iheir pick-up truck was hit by a moving 
railroad train at a crossing in Hammond 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase their operations in Northwest Indiana. I oppose 
these increases. We are already suffering enough from the existing high levels of railroad traffic, 
and we cannot stana any further increases. 

Please take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana, and Hammond, is protected f om further harm 
as a result of additional railroad operations. Tnank you for your consideration of this letter. I 
would also appreciate a written reply to my concerns. 

Sincerely. 

'^^i^rCj'^.^^^ ̂ M^^^ -"atncia \ . (jbrrsiorowski 
44<IX Hohman .Avenue 
Hammontl. Indiana 46327 
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March 18, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
Attn: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation & Norfolk Southem Railway Coinpany 
- rnnrml strut Opprarinp 1 j.a«!<»<;/A>iw>^.TV»ntg - rnnfrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that the City of Hanunond, Indiana faces 
l)ecause of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of Hammond for 45 years. Unfortunately, my community is suffering firom 
the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area. Our roads arc clogged, our air 
quality suffers, and the safety of residents and children are being put in great jeopaJdy. On 
February 8, 1998, two ycung men were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving 
railroad train at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase their operations in Northwest Indiana. I oppose 
these increases. We arc already suffering enough firom the existing high levels of railroad traffic, 
and we cannot stand any further increases. 

Please rake action to ensure that Northwest Indiana, and Hammond, is protected from fiirtfier harm 
as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your consideration of this letter. I 
would also appreciate a written reply to my concems. 

Sincerrly, 

'atncia A. Uotfsiorow; 
4408 Hohman Avenue 
Hammond, Indiana 46327 

SKI 

M i 
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EN ViRCN.ViENTAL/e^^ECS^x 
DOCUMENT ^ A.^^ 

March i7, 1998 

Flaine K Kaiser. Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transporiation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street, N W' 
Washington. D C 20423-0001 

RE FINANCE DOCKET NO 33388 CSX CORPORATION AND 
NORFOLK SOLITHERN RAILWAY COMPANY - CONTROL AND 
OPERATING LEASES/AGREEMENTS - CONRAIL, INC 

Dear Ms Kaiser 

1 am writing to inform you of the serious proble.-̂ .s that my community faces because of 
the excessive levels of local railroad traffic 

1 have been a resident of Hammond for forth-five (45) years Unfortunately, my 
community is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area Our 
roads are clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and children are being put in 
great jeopardy On February 8, 1998. two (2) young men were killed when their pick-up taick 
was hit by a moving railroa-' train at a crossing in Hammond 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana Such 
increases should be oppo.sed We arc already sufTering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad traffic, and w . cannot stand any further increases 

Vou must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further harm as a 
result of additional railroad operations 

Thank you tor youi consideration of this Irtter 

Sincerely, 

John Gordish 
6536 Nevada .\venue 
Hammond. IN 46323 



ENVlRCNfviENTAi 
DOCUrVfENT 

March 17, 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser, Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental .\nalysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN STB Finance Docket No 33388 
IQ25 K S;reet, N W 
Washinaton, D C 20423-0001 

RE FINANCE DOCKET NO 33388 CSX CORPORATION AND 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY - CONTROL AND 
OPERATING LEASES AGREEMENTS - CONRAIL, INC 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you ofthe serious problems that my community faces because of 
the excessiv e levels of local railroad traffic 

I have been a resident of Hammond for thirty-two (32) years Unfortunately, my 
community is suffenng from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area Our 
roads Eire clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and children are being put in 
great jeopardy On February 8, lv98. two (2) young men were killed when their pick-up truck 
was hit by a moving railroau train ai a crossing in Hammond 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana Such 
increases should be opposed We are already suffering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad trafVic, and we cannot stand any further increases 

•"i'ou must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further harm as a 
result of additional railroad operations 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter 

Sincerely, 

Mark A Gordis 
7638 Montana .Avenue 
Hammond. IN 46323 



ENViRCNrviENTAL 
DOCUrvfENT 

March 17, 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser, Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1̂ )25 K Street. N W 
Washington, D C 20423-0001 

RE FINANCE DOCKET NO 33388 CSX CORPORATION AND 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY - CONTROL AND 
OPERATING LEASES/AGREEMENTS - CONRAIL. INC 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

I am vvriting to inform you of the serious problems that my community faces because of 
the excessive levels of local railroad traffic 

I have been a resident of Hammond for ten (10) years Unfortunately, my community is 
suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area Our roads are 
clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and children are being put in great 
jeopardy On February 8, 1998, two (2) young men were killed when their pick-up truck was hit 
by a moving railroad train at a crossing in Hammond 

I understand that the railroads plan lO increase operations in Northwest Indiana Such 
increases should be opposed We are already suffering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases 

You must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further harm as a 
result of additional railroad operations. 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter 

Sincerelv, 

Cathy Navejas 
4402 Elm Avenue 
Hammond IN 46327 



DOCUMENT 

M a r c f i 17 , 199S 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 3 3 388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Wasfiington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corpo.-ation and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I nc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

1 am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of t f i e excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r t h i r t y f i v e years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from t he s i g n i f i - a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p lan t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g high l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f ^ h i s l e t t e r . 

SirjCerely, 

( Duane \^. Dedelow, .X 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 4 6320 



DOCUMENT 

M a r c h 17 , 1998 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o i p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C c n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r f i f t y years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p l a n t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from t h e e x i s t i n g h i g h l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Diana Beverage /) 
2435 - 169th S t r e e t 
Hammond, IN 46323 
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Elaine K Kaiser, Environmental Project Director \(^>^.r~.^-^^'^' 
Section of Environmental .Analvsis ^^^^-^i-l^' Section of Environmental .Analysis 
Surtace Transportation Board 
ATTN STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street. N W 
Washington. D C 20423-0001 

RE: FINANCE DOCKET NO 33388 CSX CORPORATION AND 
NORFOLK SOI THERN RAILWAY COMPANY - CONTROL AND 
OPERATING LEASES/AGREEMENT S - CONRAIL. INC 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you ofthe senous problems that my community faces because of 
the excessive levels of local railroad traffic 

I have been a resident of Hammond for thirty-nine (39) years Unfortunately, my 
communitv is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the area Oui 
roads are clogged, our air quality suffers and the safety of residents and children are being put in 
great leopardy On February' 8, 1998, two (2) young men were killed when their pick-up truck 
was hit by a moving railroad train at a crossing in Hammond 

I understand that l>e railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana Such 
increases should be opposed We are already suffering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any furthei increases 

You must take action to ensure lhat Northwest Indiana is protect '̂d from fijrther harm as a 
result of additional railroad operations 

Thank you for your consideration of this letter 

Sincerelv, 

I 

! 
Mike Vanes 
1503 - 173"' Place 
Hammond. IN 46324 
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Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation, 
Norfolk Southern Corporation - Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser; 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my community 
faces because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have beer a resident of HaMMnvn for _zsyears. Unfortunately, my 
community Is suffering fr jm the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the 
area. Our roads are dragged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of residents and 
children ve being put In great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two young men were 
killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad train at a crossing in 
Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations In northwest 
Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from 
the existing high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from 
further harm as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideratioii of this letter. 

Sincerely. 

MRS. SHARON' TOWN'SEND 
6550 ALABAMA AVE, 
HAMMOND, IN. 46323 



DOCUMENT 

March 17 , 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental T r o j o c t D i r e c t o r 
Section of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 3 3 388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CS.X C o r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kais e r : 

I am w r i t i n g t o in f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r f i f t y - t w o years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r p i ck-up t r u c k was h i t my r moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p l a n t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g h i g h l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest I n d i a n a i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Donald L. Beverage 
2435 - 169th S t r e e t 
Hammond, IN 46323 
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March 17, 1998 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i i ^ 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Fina.nce Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporat i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Ka i s e r : 

I am w r i t i n g t o in f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s cf l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r t w e n t y - e i g h t years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p lan t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Nort.'-west I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g h i g h l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest I n d i a n a i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

J e M ^ y p t a r k e y 
2720 - i62nd Place 
Hammond, IN 4 632 3 



DOCUMENT 

March 17, 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 3 3 388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 333bo CSX Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w r i t i n g t o inform you of the serious problems that my 
community faces because of the excessive levels of lo c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a resident of Hammond f o r four years. 
Unfortunately, my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the safety of residents and 
chi l d r e n are being put i n great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up truck was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n at a crossing i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s plan t o increase operations i n 
Northwest Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g high levels of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take action t o ensure that Northwest Indic-;na i s 
protected from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
operations. Thank you f o r your consideration of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

A !' 
^ Ŝ rin Ll-^^yd 

^1 Glendale -^ark 
-^iammond, IN 46320 
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March 17, 1998 

El a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2-423-0001 

Se: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Co r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o a t r o i and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrai.1, I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r 27 years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community JS s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c mo/ing through t he area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p l a n t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g h i g h l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest I n d i a n a i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank ycu f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

: e r e l y , 

j ¥ a n S ta rkey / / 
2/720-162nd Place ^ 
lammond, IN 4632o 
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DOCUMENT 

March 17 , 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
Section of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Co r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w r i t i n g t o in f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
comm.unity faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r seventy-one years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s o f r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through t h e area. Our roads are 
clocged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Ham.mond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s plan t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are a l r e a d y 
s u f f e r i n g enough f i o m the e x i s t i n g h igh l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , ^ 

Dick Moldrawski 
4 54 5 Henry 
Hammond, IN 46327 



DOCUMENT 
March 17_, 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation. 
Norfolk Southern Corporation ~ Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my community 
faces because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of f o r y e a r s . Unfortunately, my 
community is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the 
area. Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy. On February 8,1998, two young men were 
killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad train at a crossing in 
Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest 
Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from 
the existing high levels of railroad traffic, and ws cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from 
further harm as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely. 
/ 

IDITH A. HARPER 
1023 - 169TH PLACE 
HAMMOND, IN 45324 
219/932-4311 



DOCUMEfJT 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Direcior 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re; Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation, 
Norfolk Southern Corporation - Control and 
Ooeratino Leases/Aoreements - Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to in'onn you of the serious problems that my community 
faces because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of HAMMOVP for j jyears. Unfortunately, my 
community is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the 
area. Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy. On February 8,1998, two young men were 
killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad train at a crossing in 
Hammond. 

( understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest 
Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from 
the existing high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from 
further hann as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely. 

Theresa Adorjan 
7011 Kennedy .ẑ venue 
Hammond, IN 46323 



March 17, 1998 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S ection of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t m>y 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r 38 years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p lan t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g high l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and v;e cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

Sin.cerely, '\ 

Denise L. Sejna 
1436 Roberts 
W h i t i n g , IN 46394 



DOCUMENT \ ' >f S 
March ,1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation, 
Norfolk Southern Corporation ~ Control and 
Operatino Leases/Agreements - Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my community 
faces because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of ^amrcnd for ^ years. Unfortunately, my 
community is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving through the 
area. Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy. On Febnjary 8.1998, two young men were 
killed when their pick-t'p truck was hit by a moving railroad train at a crossing in 
Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest 
Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already suffering enough from 
the existing high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from 
further harm as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely. 

Jes'^ ica St ok 
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March 17 , 1998 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
Section of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re; Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kais e r : 

1 am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of t h e s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r t w e n t y - e i g h t years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t f i e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p l a n t o increcse o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g h i gh l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

\{ / A-< i <- i--^ -^ — 

Denise Johnson 
9 39 Eaton 
Hammond, IN 46320 



DOCUMENT 

March 17 , 1998 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kaise r : 

I am w r i t i n g t o in f o r m you of tne s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r t w e n t y - f o u r years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p l a n t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. V-Je are a l r e a d y 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g h igh l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank ycu f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

J e n n l f e r Wozniak 
29 D e t r o i t S t r e e t 
Hammond, IN 46320 



Emu V-^ • ' B I 4 

DOCUMENT 

March 17. 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser, Env ironmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental .\nalysis 
Surtace Tiansportation Board 
ATTN STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street. N W 
Washinuton. D C 20423-0001 

RE FINANCE DOCKET NO 33388 CSX CORPORATION AND 
NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY - CONTROL AND 
OPERATING LEASES AGREEMENTS - CONRAIL. INC 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

I am w riting to inform vou of the serious problems that my community faces because of 
the excessive levels of local railroad traffic 

I have been a resident of Hammond for thirty-one (31) years Unfortunately, my 
community is suffenng from the significant lev els of railroad traffic moving through the area Our 
roads are clogged, our air quality suff ers and the safety of residents and children are being put in 
great jeopardy On February 8. 1998, two (2) young men were killed when their pick-up truck 
was hit by a moving railroad train at a crossing in Hammond 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in Northwest Indiana Such 
increases should be opposed We are alieady suffering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad traftic, and we cannot stand any further increases 

^ ou must take action to ensure that Northwest Indiana is protected from further hann as a 
result of additional railroad operations 

Thank vou for vour consideration of this letter 

Sincerelv, 

/ , 

( <• 
' 7 

Cindy Gordish 
7638 Montana .Avenue 
Hammond. IN 46323 



ENVIRONii/tENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

March 17, 1998 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kais e r : 

I am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r 34 years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s p lan t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. Vv'e are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g h i gh l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Sharon Daniels 
6848 P a r r i s h Avenue 
Hammond, IN 46327 



DOCUr̂ lEiSlT 

/.NX 

March 17, 1998 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
O p e r a t i n g Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. K a i s e r : 

I am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r f o r t y - n i n e years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through the area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s plan t o increase o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest I n d i a n a . Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g high l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand any f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t of a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Stanley' J. D o s t a t n i 
1505 Amy Avenue 
W h i t i n g , IN 46394-1109 



ENVir 
DOCUr̂ /!Ef̂ lT 

March 17 , 1998 

E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and 
N o r f o l k Southern Railway Company - C o n t r o l and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - C o n r a i l , I n c . 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am w r i t i n g t o i n f o r m you of the s e r i o u s problems t h a t my 
community faces because of the excessive l e v e l s of l o c a l r a i l r o a d 
t r a f f i c . 

I have been a r e s i d e n t of Hammond f o r f o r t y years. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , my community i s s u f f e r i n g from the s i g n i f i c a n t 
l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c moving through t h e area. Our roads are 
clogged, our a i r q u a l i t y s u f f e r s and the s a f e t y of r e s i d e n t s and 
c h i l d r e n are being put i n g r e a t jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were k i l l e d when t h e i r pick-up t r u c k was h i t my a moving 
r a i l r o a d t r a i n a t a c r o s s i n g i n Hammond. 

I understand t h a t the r a i l r o a d s plan t o i.ncrease o p e r a t i o n s i n 
Northwest Indiana. Such increases should be opposed. We are already 
s u f f e r i n g enough from the e x i s t i n g high l e v e l s of r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c , 
and we cannot stand a,iy f u r t h e r increases. 

You must take a c t i o n t o ensure t h a t Northwest Indiana i s 
p r o t e c t e d from f u r t h e r harm as a r e s u l t o f a d d i t i o n a l r a i l r o a d 
o p e r a t i o n s . Thank you f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Tom'' Golf i s 
5925 Calumet 
Hammond, IN 46320 
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MARY GABRIELLE SPRAGUE 
12021 942 ;)773 

A R K O L D Sc P O R T E R 
5 5 5 TWELFTH STREET, NW 

WASHINGTON, DC 2 0 0 0 4 - I 2 0 2 

1 2 0 2 1 0 4 2 S O O O 

r * c S ' M i i C ^ ^ o ^ i 9 •4^ 5«OB 

March 23. 1998 

\1A H.\NU DLLIVLRV 

Michael Dalton 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of F-jivironmcntal Analysis 
1925 K Street. N.W. 
Washmiiton. DC 20423-0001 

Rc: F-inancc Docket No. 3338J>. CSX and Norfolk SoMhcm 
C ontrol and Operating Agreements Conrail 
CSX Consultation Regarding Illinois Grade Crossings 

Dear Mr. Dalton: 

-As recommended in the Draft Env ironmental Impact Stalcment ("DEIS") (Vol. 4 
il 7-16. M l ) . CS.X has consulted with the lllincis Departmenl of Transportation 

; DOT") regarding three grade crossings that the DEIS preliminarily identified as 
potentially warranting mitigation for vehicle delay. These crossings are Dixie Highway 
in Blue Island. Broadway-135"'' Street in Blue Island and 95"*̂  Street in Evergreen Park. 
.As explained in the enclosed letter from Merrill L. Travis of IDOT to Thomas G. Drake 
of CSX. dated March 10, 1998, IDOT acknowledges the improvements planned by CSX 
for the Chicago area and does not belie\'e that any further action is warranted at this time. 

In addition, HS recommended in the DEIS (Vol. 4 at 7-18, |̂19), CSX has also 
consulted with local c tTicials regarding the two crossings in Blue Island. On March 6, 
1998. Mr Drake and Donald Reardon of CS.X met with Donald Peloquin, (the Mayor of 
the City of Blue Island), the Mayor's Chief of Staff, and Patrick O'Mailey, the Illinois 
State Senator for Blue Island. Mr. Drake and Mr. Reardon explained that, although a 
traffii: increase is projected for the Barr Yard-Blue Island line .segment, CS.X expects that 
capital aiul op"....ing improvements CS.X plans to make throughout the Chicago area in 
gcncial and al Barr Yard and Blue Island Yard in particular will not exacerbate and could 
c\ cn reduce traffic delays at the Dixie Highway and Brr adway-LlS"" Street grade 
crossings. It was concluded at this meeting that no further action is warranted at this 
time. 

33942 



A R N O L D Sc P O R T E R 

Michael Dalton 
March 23, 1998 
Page 2 

Based on this consultation, and infomiation provided by CSX in its Comments on 
the DEIS (at 89-93), CSX believes that the Einal EIS should acknowledge that capital and 
operating improvements in the Chicago area proposed in the CSX Operating ''Ian should 
improve the How of train traffic through Chicago. No other mitigation for vehicle delay 
is wairanted. The Illinois DOT and other state and local officials ^ ill be monitoring the 
implementation ofthe CSX and NS operating plans and will be able to address any 
transportation issues through their normal processes should any problems arise in the 
future. 

Sincerely. / 

Mar>' Gabrielle Spragife 

Enclosur 

cc (V enc): Robert Allen 
David Cobum 
Thomas Drake 
Carl Gerhardstein 
Pamela Savage 
Peter Shudtz 

Bruno Maestri 
Andrew Plump 
Constance Sadler 

Steven Lee 
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•nois Department of Trarv 
orrice of Planning and Programming 
2300 South OirKsen ParKway / Spnngfleld, Illinois / 62764 

March 10.1996 

Mr. Thomas G. Drake 
Regional Vice President - State Relations 
CSX Transportation 
12780 Leavan Road 
Livonia, Michigan 48150 

Dear Mr Drake 

The Illinois Department of Transportation appreciate*! the opportunity to meet 
and consult with CSX regarding transportation and environmental issues that 
affect both railroads and highways in Illinois. We shouki be able to resolve 
future transportation concerns through the same planning process. 

We understand the Surface Transportation Board's (3EA section) concems with 
the safety issues and environmental impacts associated with the three 
highway/rail at-grade crossings located in the Chicago area . The SEA 
mitigation recommendation was "consultation' for Di)ne Highway and Broadway 
- 135th Street in Calumet Park and 95th Street in Evsrgreen. As our Highways 
and Railroads staff informed you at our last meeting, we will continue to monitor 
these crossings, but do not believe that any action is necessary at this point. 
We hope that the capital protects proposed by CSX for this area will have a 
posibve impact on crossing deiays. etc. and will evaluate the effect of these 
actions before deciding on other options. 

We are in agreement with the SEA that CSX and ID()T should continue to meet 
and consult on all unresolved transportation issues a; we have in tfie past 
Since we have had a long and positive working relaticmship, I see no reason that 
this will not continue 

Sincerely, 

Merrill L. Travis 
Chief 
Bureau of Railroads 
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LOUIS COVELLI, fim Chml 
KARL SHAKE, Ocpiily Chitf 

DOCUMENT 

DUANE W DEDELOW. JR , Mayor 

CITY OF HAMMOND INDIANA 46320 6110 CALUMET AVENUE PHONE (219) 353-6416 
FAX (219) 853-6319 

March 17, 1998 

Ms. Elaine K. Kaise ,̂ Environmental I^ioject Directoi 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Attn: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and Norfolk Southem 

Railway Company - Control and Operating Leases/Agreements -
Conrail, Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I have been informed that the railroads have intentions to increase thei' 
operations in Northwest Indiana. Although I recognize the need for 
transportation, I rrust oppose such action due to the vast amount of rail 
traffic within our city presently. 

I represent the Hammond, Indiana Fire Department and on behalf of the 
department, the firefighters and the citizens we serve, I extend my most 
sincere concerns. Train traffic presently causes our responding units 
delays which is critical in health emergencies as well as Fire, Hazardous 
Material aad extrication emergencies. Arrival Time is critical in our 
profession, therefore I am requesting your assistance in this matter. 

MISSION S1ATEMEST 
The c I I . o) Hammond Int ' inc pro tdes ci^uij acceu to efficient high-qtiAlii\ professiontJ scr\ice\ A i i mun.ciptl cof-
[Hiratioii we an committed t<̂  maintaining • team ot detjicated well trained empiose^s wh.i are responsive lo the ^ f t d ^ of 
in.( ie»i(teiio ^ui inet ic, and .ii itors ^\ promote a spini ot cooperation that allow, ali people in out communit> an 
optH't'onit. I.I parti, pate piospet ^nd gt.iw 



Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser March 17, 1998 
Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Corporation and Page two 

Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and 
Operating Leases/Agreements - Conrail, Inc. 

Your understanding, consideration and cooperation in this matter is 
greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Lou Covelli, P'ire Chief 
Hammond Fire Department 

LC:jad 

cc: Mayor Duane W. Dedelow, Jr. 
Mr. Dennis Terry, Chief of Staff 
Deputy Chief Karl Shake 

98-C-141 
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NORTHEAST OHIO A R E A W I D L COORDINATING AGENCY 
Serving ail county, municipal and townst » governments in Cuyahoga. Geauga. Lake, Lorain and Medina Counties 

Neil C HofMct i«r C o o i m i s i i y r w ' 
G t a u g a Coo.vy Bo* ra ot Coinm«S9>on«rs 

C l ! * o l A i t l O u a f f y 

C f i « r1« L P J t t i i " Coorc i l f ra r 
Cilv ct CicvFlaoO 

S« 'a 1. P«wio*c., i Comm. i s i one ; 
V e J i i * COufty Boi i fB of C o m m i s s i o i w s 

Rpbe i l C Do)»ioey City M i n j g e r 
C i t i ot c i * v e i * . i ( j h e ^ i s 

E i J w S f d A «yWia COunc'lrtian 
City ot C l f v c u n O 

I I M M M M f l - — n i l 
K e r n e t h P C a i i e v Si P E P S 
L o r i i " C J L I I I , EiTgir,**! 

Ct jyar\oga County Board at Conim>ssiO'>«rs 

Ben> C BJair Coinrni is-o ' -p i 

ior»>p Counjy Boaiv ot Commi$iiof'0Fi 

Lake Cownty Bo»fd ol C(ynmiS4ioner» 

G e r j h j M Botdt MayO( 
Crty ot P a m a 

C3(u(7itii4 Townsffip 

Jan# c Campbel l CoTimiss ione i 
Cuyanoga County Board of Commiss io iw rs 

M a n m L Catmody Dir?cto( of F i n a n c * 
City of C>«««i«ml 

Dennis M C loug^ M^yot 
City of Mes t lake 

RoOMvWt Ct.'a(s Counc i lman 
Cily o( CMve iand 

George M Dixon Board Pre^Klen! 
Greater c ieweia- id Reg.on«t Transit Autnon iy 

UVaftef F Er i rnfe i l Mayo i 
Cny ot Stroogsvi i ie 

Daie M Felio**? Commiss ioner 
Lake County Board of Commiss ioners 

Pal r ic ia G G e A s m a n President 
M M i n a Cooi^ty Board of Commisstoners 

Thomas P Gi i ies P E 
Lake County Engineer 

Stephen D Hamwey Commiss ioner 
Med ina County Boan3 of Comm^sri ioners 

j e i r y N Hruby Ma>0 ' 
City of BtecAsvi l ie 

M iO iae i B Keys Mayo i 
City 01 E l y * 

j o n n T Kocevar iKayOf 
CRy of Soutt\ Eucud 

Josep^ F KoKura Mayor 
City o l LOram 

J Timothy M c C o r m a c * CommisSionei 
Cuvahoga County Board of Commiss ioners 

Montei Mo^Tison Dired >' 
Crty Of Cteveiano PianmnQ CommissKin 

Tt iomas J Ne l l P E P S 
Cuyahoga County Engineer 

Janet A Nova> President 
Geai#ga County Board of Commiss*oners 

fcrwifi OCfd' Di'«Clnr 
H e O i . o Regtonal Sewer O iS lna 

Vt/iitttrr M Repke Commissiontr 
Geauga County B o a t l of Commissic ters 

M.idreo M Teuscriei P r t i i V n t 
Lake Coufily Beard of Commisstr t^rs 

E^wtrd L Thtfiiminn Mayor 
ViHageoi Walton hiiis 

Vincent M U'EMn Mavor 
C t y of Avon Lake 

M4r> JO vasi PresM)em 
Locam County Joara ot CommiMioners 

Michael R Mayor 
City of CW«eiand 

£ i ofKcto HemOvrt 

D t v - c J Coy<e *" . D t i e a o l 
Ori'C Depar ime of Transponal ion 
O.St net 

Wniiarr T Skowfonsk. 
Chief Noiheast &5ln.:i Offtce 
Ohio Environmental P-otecttO" Agency 

ENVI.RC;v;'»i£î TAL 
DOCUMENT 

March 18, 1998 

Office of the Secretar>' 
Case Control Unit 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20423-0001 

AttenMon Ms Elaine K Kaiser 
Chief. Section of Environmental Analysis 

Dear Ms Kaiser. 

The proposed rail acquisition oi Conraii by CSXT and Norfolk So ;thern (NS). at 
a reported cost of $10 4 billion, will have a significant impact on Ohio and other 
states throughout th.- eastern United States We recognize that this acquisition 
presents the Surface Transportation Board with a very challenging and complex 
decision, made difficult by the many issues which must be given careflil consider
ation prior to the finai determination. 

Our comments on the attached NOACA Governing Board Resolution No 98-009 
dated February 13, 1998 are offered in a cooperative context, designed to assist the 
STB in its deliberations 

Sincerely. 

Howard R Maier 
Executive Director 

HRM/JVH/miil/tiK86t 

Enclosure 

c (See attached list) 

Ccord>nar r>g AgefKy 

timvutn. CpM^m.. tt.tr>c^t 

668 Euclid Avenue. Atrium Office Plaza, Cleveland, Ohio 44114-3000 (216)241-2*14 FAX (2-<6) 621-3024 



Attention: Ms Elaine K Kaiser 
Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis 

Surface Transportation Board 
March 18, 1998 
Pa«e-2-

The Honorable Pill Clintor, President of the United States 
Mr Thomas O'Leary, Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Mr David Good, Cleveland Police Department 
Mr John W Snow, President & CEO, CSX Corporation 
Mr William DeVan, CONRAIL 
The Honorable John H Glenn, U S Senator 
The Honorable Michael D. DeWine, U S Senator 
The Honorable Dennis J Kucinich, U S Representative, 10th District 
The Honorable Louis Stokes, U S Representative, I Ith District 
The Honorable Sherrod Brown, U S Representative, 13th District 
The Honorable Steven C LaTourette, I ' S Representative, 19th District 
The Honorable C ' Prentiss, State Representative, 8th District 
The Honorable Barbara H Boyd, State Representative, 9th District 
The Honorable Troy Lee James. State Representative. 10th District 
The Honorable Peter Lawson Jones, State Representative, 11th District 
The Honorable Vermel M Whalen, State Representative, 12th District 
The Honorable Barbara C Pringle, State Representative, 13th District 
The Honorable Edward Jerse, State Representative, 14th District 
The Honorable Michael Wise, State Representative. 15th District 
The Honorable Edward F Kasputis, State Representative, 16th District 
The Honorable Dan Brady. State Representative, 17th District 
The Honorable Rocco J Colonna, State Representative, 18th District 
The Honorable Ronald Milton MottI, Jr, State Representative, 20th District 
The Honorable G Daniel Metelsky, State Representative, 61st District 
The Honorable William Taylor, State Representative, 63rd District 
The Honorable J;̂ mie Tallender, Jr, State Representative, 70th District 
The Honorable Alan J Zaleski, State Senator, 13th District 
The Honorable Robert A Gardner, State Senator, 18th District 
The Honorable Jeffrey D Johnson, Staie Senator, 21st District 
The Honorable Grace L Drake. State Senator. 22nd District 
The Honorable Patrick A Sweeney. State Senator. 23rd District 
The Honorable Gary C Suhadolnik. State Senator. 24th District 
The Honorable Judy B Sheerer. State Senator, 25th District 
1 he Honorable Antony A Latell. Jr. State Senator. 32nd District 
The Honorable John R Bender, State Representative, 62nd District 
The Honorable Ronald Young. State Representative. 69th District 
Mr Ronald Tober. General Manager. GCRTA 
Mr Frank Polivka. General Manager. LAKETRAN 
Mr David Goss. Director. Greater Cleveland Growth Association 
Mr David Miller, Medina County Engineer 



AMENDED RESOLUTION NO. 98-009 
(Requesting Conditions for Acquisition of Conrail) 

RESOLUTION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 
OF THE 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 

WHEREAS. Norfolk Southem (NS) and CSX t ransportation (CSXT) have proposed 
the acquisition and distribution ofthe assets of Consolidated Rail Corp. (Conrail); and 

WHEREAS, the proposeĉ  acquisiiion is currently being considered by the Surface 
Transportation Board (STB), the federally constituted body authorized to act on the f oposal; and 

WHEREAS, a Draft l:nvironmental Impact Statement has been made a\ailable for public 
review and comment as part of the STB process; and 

WHEREAS, this document is currently being reviewed by numerous interested parties in 
the northeast Ohio area m order to determine the present and future impact the proposed acquisi
tion may have on the region as a result of revised operations; and 

W H F : R E A S . the Ciovcming Board has heard presentations about the ad\ crse impacts on 
the people of Northeast Ohio from NOACA staff as well as from the City ofCleveland; and 

WHEREAS, the operations proposed by the two railroads create hardships and injustices 
to residents of Northeast Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, there may be alternatives to the railroads' plans that are acceptable to the 
railroads, the communities of Northeast Ohio, and to the State of Ohio; and 

W HEREAS, the Executive Director has sent the attached letter to the Surface Transpor
tation Board before the DEIS deadline date of Februar\' 2. 1998, 

NOW. THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLN EI) by the Governing Board ofthe Northeast 
Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency that: 

Section 1. The NOACA Board, representing 2.1 million residents in five counties of 
Northeast Ohio, the 20th largest metropolitan area in the U.S.. wishes to notify the Surface 

I ransportation Board of its concern that as proposed, the acquisition of Conrail by NS and CSXT 
will have a significant adverse impact on the residents of Northeast Ohio. 

Section 2. The NOACA Board hereby requests the Surface Transportation Board to en
force the following three conditions on approving the takeover of Conrail: 



AMENDED RESOLUTION NO. 98-009 
(Requesting Conditions for Acquisition of Conrail) 

-2-

I . The operating plan submitted by the railroads is not acceptable to the communities of 
Northeast Ohio. As a condition, before approval, NOACA requests that the Surface 
Transportation Board demand that both Norfolk Southem and CSXT negotiate with and find 
an operating plan that is acceptable to the City of Cleveland, the Ohio Rail Development 
Commission, all members of Congress representing Northeast Ohio, U.S. Senators from 
Ohio, and the NOACA Governing Board. 

2. As a condition of an acceptable operating plan, NOACA requests that the railroads negotiate 
with the affected communities, the State c f Ohio and the NOACA Governing Board that 
appropriate protection, including appropriate grade separations, be ensured for all grade 
crossings, and particular concern should be îven to those crossings which have been 
identified by the Ohio Rail Development Commission. 

3. Also, as a condition of approval of an acceptable op-̂ rating plan, NOACA requests that 
the railroads be required to work with local public ofticials to mitigate severe noise, 
vibration, and other quality of life impacts on affected neighborhoods. 

4. Should the Surface Transportation Board approve the Conrail takeover, then the approval 
should be conditional on a plan of delibera.e implementation with clearly identified steps, 
so that logistics and safety problems that have occurred in the westem United States do not 
happen in Ohio. 

Section 3. The Executive Direct ir is hereby authorized to transmit a certified copy of this 
resolution to Norfolk Southern, CSXT, Conrail, the Surface Transportation Board, the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission, the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority, LAKETRAN. the Greater 
Cleveland Growth Association, state and fedcr.il legislators, the President of the United States and any 
other parties in the region interested in the impact this acquisition will have on Northeast Ohio. 

Certified to be a true copy of a Resolution ofthe 
Governing Board of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 
Coordinating Agency adopted this 13th day of Feb
ruary, 1998. 

Secretary^ 

Date Signed: 

OI37r 
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iPffitf pf th» hairman 

March 17, 1998 

The Honorable Fmmanuel W Onunwor 
Mayor 
City of East Cleveland 
14340 Euclid .Xvcnue 
East Cleveland, Ohio 44112 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk So them -- Control and 
Acquisition Conrail: Response to March 11, 1998 letter 

Dear Mayor Onunwor: 

I have received your letter of Ma'-ch 11* regarding a visit to the Cleveland area by Flaine 
Kaiser, Chief of tho Surface Transportation Boiu-d's (Bo;u-d) Section of En\ ironmental .Ainal s sis 
•SEA). This response should clê -r up any nii5understand:ngs that you might have in this regard. 

In your letter, you stated that it was your understanding that Ms, Kaiser would be 
attending a "Stop the Trains" ralh organized by Cleveland Mavor Michael White. As 
Ms. Kaiscr has mfomied your Chief of Staff Enc Brewer, she was in Washington, D.C on that 
date. She did not attend such a rally, and never had any plans to attend such a rally. 

Ms. Kaiser was scheduled to visit the Cleveland area on March 10* and 11* to conduct a 
site visit related to the proposed Conrail acquisition in Cleveland, East Cleveland, Berea. 
Olmsted Falls. Brook Park, the West Shore communities, and other surrounding suburbs. Her 
planned visit to the Cleveland area, which she canceled, was also in response to a request from 
the Citv ofCleveland to meet uith statTand otTici;Ts Ms. Kaiser, like other rcsponsib'- Federal 
eniplovces. sometimes meets with state and local officials, \>.hen they ask her to do so. 

With regard to your concems over the credibility of iVls. Kaiser and tlie Board, I assure 
you that I and my fellow Board Member, Ms. Kaise;. and ali other Board employees, remain 
copiplctelv impartial m this matter, as they are in all matters before the Board, and will continue 
to conduct their analyzes with total objectivity. SEA is considenng coni ic'ts from all 
potentially affected communities, govemment agencies and officials a.., .- i ,ted parties. SEA 
IS committed to conducting a balanced and objective environmental analysis r^-fore submitting 
anv final recommendations to the Board Members. In making its final decision, the Board will 



consider the entire en\ ironmental record, including all public comments, the Draf\ EIS, and the 
Final EIS. The Board will hold an open voting conterence on June 8, 1998, and plans to issue its 
final written decision on July 23, 1998. 

In this regard, pursuant to her discussion with Mr. Brewer, Ms. Kaiser, I understand, has 
sent a copy ofthe Drafl Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) and add'tional 
infonnational materials to your office via overnight mail As part of our public outreach efforts 
in December 1997 and early January 1998, SE.\ mailed copies of the Draft EIS to the county, 
and to local Fast Cleveland library branches, and distributed informational fact sheets to 
community organizations in the East Cle\ eland area. 

The misunderstanding about Ms. Kaiser's activities is unfortunate, and it is also 
unfortunate that your press release refi-^ied the misunderstanding. Please be assured that the 
Board is always available to correct any misi'ifomiation or confusion. Also, if you have any 
additional questions regarding environmental issues or the environmental review process for the 
proposed Conrail acquisition, please call Ms. Kaiscr at (202) .S65-1538. I am having your letter 
and press release, along with my response, placed into the public record for this proceeding. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

cc; The Honorable Rodney Slater. Secretary - U.S. Department of Transportation 
The Honorable William J. Clinton, President ofthe United States 
The Honorable Al Gore, Vice President ofthe United States 
Jeremiah Johnson. President, East Cleveland Citv Counsel 

-2-
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The City of East Cleveland 
14340 EUCLID ,WENUE EAST CLEVELAND. OHIO 44112 • 216 681-5020 

ADMINISTRATION 

EMMANUtLW ONUNWOR 

March 11 1998 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

,;EneMiAM J O M N S O N 

O MAYS 

V C;,> President 

SARATHAGOGGiNS 

NATHANIEL M A P ^ N 

H ELIZABETH 0. . iAf l 

Linda Morgan Chairwoman 
Surface Transportation Board o i : 
19252 K Street N W Suite 820 Z . 
Washington. D C 20423 - ' 

VIA TELEFAX 

Dear Ms Morgan 

U is my understanding that Elaine Kaiser will be attending a carefully staged Stop the 
Trains' rally with Cleveland Mayor Michael White this evening The rally Ms Kaiser 
will be attending is one of a series of staged anti-train rallies that Mayor White has held 
throughout the City of Cleveland in his quest to force CSX and Nortolk Southern to ac
cept his proposed rail routing plan 

Ms Morgan I say the rally is staged because it is my understanding that Mayor White 
has coerced city employees into attending his previous rallies and has pressured them 
into distributing ' anti-tram' cards throughout the area Mayor White s rallies are not 
"open discussions in which parties representing both points of view have an oppor
tunity to present their case directly to the groups affected by the rail companies plans: 
thev are carefully staged media events attended by city employees which give him a 
platform to ' shout down arguments from the other side I fear that Ms Kaiser - a publ'C 
employee who s objectivity should always be above question - will severely damage her 
own credibility and the credibility of the Surface Transportation Board ( STB ) should 
she attend his single-dimensional rally 

Throughout the GSX'Norfolk Southern.Qonrail takeover discussions I have t^oticed that 
open dialogue about the issue has not been forthcoming from those opposed to the 

three companies plans There have been numerous instances where information has 
been distorted and stiM other instances where opponents have outright lied and used 
inflammatory language to state their positions At one regional planning meeting 
Mayor White and Commissioner Tim Hagan blasted the tram companies, but failed to 
invite them to the meeting with regional officials so their side could be heard Even 



Linda Morgan Chairwoman 
Surface Transportation Board 
March 11, 1998 Page 2 

during a meeting at Ohio Rail Development Commission ("ORDC") Chairman James 
Betts office, mayors supporting the rail companies plans were conveniently not invited 
I was somewhat outraged when I learned that ORDC executive director Tom O'Leary 
was speaking as if he represented my city when he has never, ever called to discuss 
any facet of the rail companies plans. 

It is for reasons like those I have described that I decided not to participate in the belli
cose-like strategies Mayor White was pursuing with CSX and Norfolk Southern I in
vited CSX into my r ty io talk directly to members of East Cleveland City Council, my 
cabinet and residents at a well-attended town hall meeting Instead of allowing Mayor 
White to set the tone of our discussions and give the appearance that we supported his 
• anti-train' rhetoric I decided that the responsible course o' action to take was to open 
communications directly with CSX and Norfolk Southern to find a "orkable solution to 
the issues that plagued us CSX has met our terms and we are in discussion with rep
resentatives from Norfolk Southern 

No one from the STB, including Ms Kaiser, has ever contacted me to discuss my city s 
views about the plans of ths rail companies To learn that she is visiting Cleveland 
and. to the best of my knowledge playing a supporting role in Mayor White s anti-train 
campaign is an insult to the mayors and council members in the other communities who 
have decided to exercise a degree of independence in negotiating for the best interests 
of their residents Although Mayor White has espoused the "global fix" rhetoric that 
seems to play well with some reporters, his plan has major flaws that are burdensome 
to the other communities, costly and will jeopardize the proposed economic develop
ment benefits to be derived from the CSX intermodal yard It also benefits Cleveland 
only and omits any benefits tc the City cf East Cleveland 

Several communities have agreed to work with CSX and Norfolk Southern Others at J 
beginning to recognize the wisdom in having an open dialogue with the companies in
stead of joining another one of Mayor White s "fighto ' Each community has legitimate 
issues that have been ignored for years by the STB the Ohio Rail Development Com
mission and the City of Cleveland Mayor White s plan does not address those issues 
and his global fix is not a fix at all. It is simpiy a catchy media phrase 

MARCORR DOC 



Linda Morgan, Chairwoman 
Surface Transportation Board 
March 11.1998 Page 3 

Ms Kaiser, as a public employee purporting to represent a federal decision-making 
public agency, should not participate in staged media events which gives the impres
sion that she has chosen sides I implore you to direct your employee to avoid the ap
pearance of impropriety that her actions will signal, and direct her to remain neutral in 
these discussions by canceling her plans to attend Mayor White s staged media event. 
While she is here Ms Kaiser has an ethical obligation to visit with cities representing 
both sides of these discussions before she offers any recommendations to STB board 
members 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Em.manuel W Onunwor 

xc Rodney Slater Secretary - U S Department of Transportation 
Al Gore, V'ce President ofthe United States 
William Clinton, President ofthe United States 
Jere niah Johnson President, East Cleveland C'ty Council 

MARCORR DOC 



City of East Cleveland 
News Release 

Vol immediate Release 
March 11. l^yK 

Contact: Erie Brewer 
216-681-2209 

Mayor Emmanuel Onunwor wants federal transportation officials 
to cancel a federal employee's appearance at a Cleveland "'anti-train rally 

EAST CLHVKLAND - In a letter to th.- chairwoman of the Kederal Surface Transportation 
Board ('^Sl B ") in Washington, D.C . Mayor 1-mmanuel Onunwor's asking Linda Mor̂ ian to 
direct S TB employee HIaine Kaiser to stay away fiom one of Cleveland Mayor Michael White's 
staged "stop the train'" tallies tonip.ht at Iiast Mount Zion Baptist Church. Mayor ()nun\^or 
blasted the rallies as beine, nothing more than staged single dimensional "shout down' sessions 
that Mayor White stacks with city einployees and supporters. 

"Ms. Kaiser will be charged with making a recommendation to the Surface Transportation 
Board about the proposed operating plans of CSX and Norfolk Southem. By attending one of 
Mayor White's staged media events, she is giving the impression that she has already chosen 
sides." Mayor Onunwor said. " I fear she will place her credibility m\d the credibility ofthe 
agenc: she represents in jeopardy should she attend this event." 

in his letter, Mayor Onunwor described Mayor White's "stop the train" tactics as 
"beliirose-like " and said they were the main reason he decided not lo let his colleague negotiate 
with the rail companies for his community. 

i decided that the responsible course of action to take was to open communications 
directly with CSX and Norfolk Southem to find a workable solution to the issues that plagued 
us , " Mayor Onunwor said. 

He said Kaiser should meet with mayors representing more than one point of view 
regarding tlie CSX Norfolk Southern routing plan rather than limiting her discussions about the 
issue to Mayor White and his supporters. 

"Ms Kaiser has an ethical obligation to visit with the cities representing both sides ofthe 
discussions before she ofters any recommendations to tfie STB members," Mayor Onunwor 

Mavor Onunwor crliicized Ma>or \Vhiie"> upeiaiiiig plan, sa\ing thai it did not represent 
a "clobal tlx" lor the atfected communities. Mayor Onunwor described Mayor White's "global 
tix" as nothing more than a "catchy media phrase." 

- 30-
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March 16, 1998 

Mr Joe Obcma 
I hc Freight Connection 
1915 Orangcwood AN enue 
Suite 200 
Oraimc. CA 92868 

Re; Finance Docket No. 33388. CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Mr. Obema 

Thank you for your recent leUer expressing your support lor the proposed acquisition of 
Conrail bv Norfolk Southem <ind CSX and your concems about the potential adverse affect on 
public safety and customer service resulting rom the proposed City ofCleveland alternative to 
"tlip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review ofthe potential environmental impacts dissociated with the 
proposed Conrail Acquisition As part of its environmental review, SEA issued a Draf^ 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on December 12. 1997 which addressed vanous 
environmental impact areas, including safety, transportation systems, land use. energy, air 
qualit\ . noise, biological resources, water resources, environmental justice, and cultural and 
historic resources. Chapter 5 ofthe Draf\ EIS focused on the concems relating to inci eased rail 
traffic in Ohio, especially the northeast Ohio and Cie\eland areas, SEA recommended numerous 
iriitigation mcasun-s to aJdress the potential en\ ironmental impacts in that area, including 
railroad consultations with atfected communities to discuss their concems and possible solutions. 

SEA is full> aware that these issues are of major concem to the residents and ' usinesses 
ofCleveland "id northeast Ohio. SE.\ has attended several public meetings in the area in order 
to hear those concerns first hand and discussed the issues wuh numerous local officials. SE.A has 
also fomicd special C>hio and Cleveland stud> teams to focus its review and analysis of the 
unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, including the advantages and 
disadvantages of various routing alternatives through the Cleveland area. 



After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
infonnation available to date, consulting w ith appropriate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments, SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board In its final decision, the Board w ill consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draf\ EIS, and the Final EIS. The Board will issue its final written 
decision in July 1998. 

If you have additional questions concerning the environmental review process, please call 
me, or contact Elaine K. Kaiser, SEA's Environmental Project Director, or Mike Dalton, SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 
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March 16. 1998 

Mr Tim Moore 
The Freight Connection 
1915 Orangew ood Avenue 
Suite 200 
Oranue. CA 92868 

Re: Finance Docket No 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 

.-Xcquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Mr. Moore: 

Thank you for vour recent letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of 
Conrail by Norfolk Southem and CSX ;md vour concems about the potential adverse affect on 
public safety and customer ser% ice resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemmive to 
"tlip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review of t'.e potential enviionmental impacts associated with the 
proposed Conrail Acquisition. As part of its environmental review. SEA issued a Draft 
FnMronniental Impact Statement (EIS) on December 12. 1907 which addressed vanous 
environmental impact areas, including safet\. transportation systems, land use. energy, air 
qualit) . noise, biological resources, water resources, environmental justice, and cultural and 
historic resources. Chapter 5 ofthe Draft EIS focused on the concems relating to increased rail 
traffic in Ohio, especially the northeast Ohio and Cleveland areas. SEA recommended numerous 
niitmation measures to address the potential environmental impacts m that area, including 
railroad consultations with affected communities to discuss their concems and possible solutions. 

SEA is fullv aware that these issues arc of majo^ concem to the residents and businesses 
ofCleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA has attended several public meetings in the area in order 
to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues with numerous local officials. SEA has 
also fomied special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to focus its review and analysis ofthe 
unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, including the advantages and 
disadvantages of vanous routing alternatives through the Cleveland area. 



After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
infomiation available to date, consulting w ith appropnatc agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments. SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board. In its final decision, the Board vvill consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draft EIS. and the Final EIS. The Board will issue its final written 
decision in July 1998. 

If you have additional questions concerning the environmental review process, please call 
me. or contact Elaine K. Kaiser. SEA's Environmental Project Director, or Mike Dalton, SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (-̂ 02) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda .1. Morgan 
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wou ld severeK .ulveiselv .i l leet the manv hcnei l is thai eould .leeriie to shippeis bv the 

i iequisi i ion oi l onr. i i l bv ( s \ and the \ o r l o | k Southe ii 

Ihe subst.inti.il bei iel i ts pron^xled lor eas! west shlpper^ bv the ( ' *s \ "^.ortolk S,>uihe;ii i \ S i 

.ie>.|Uisition o! I on iad aie (Mil .u serious risk hv a f i i nm the eilv <>! ( leveland i i . ; - UKkle I " lhe 

Surtaee I ranspoi la l ion Hoard i ^ l B ) lhe thivat ol another operational debaele. sueli as the one 

experieiieed reeeiillv w. the I iousioi i are.i .is the result ol the I mon I'.ieifie meri ier wn l i the 

Soulheri i I 'aeil ie. exists il the S 1 H .idopts the piopos.ils put lort l i iii lhe ( lev el.ii id f i l ing , 

()ne o l the nrmuirv go.lis o l the lraiis;ietioii is to .il loe.ile the < onr. i i l assets lo ensure tha! both 

(. S \ .md \ s .iiv provided w i th east west mam lines lhat ensure the tree l low ot tr . i l f ie wi thout 

eonl l ie l t rom the other ra lroad"s operations Onlv in this w.iv ean C S \ and \ s ^eeure enhaneed 

seiviee. bellei iLii isH t imes, anil b.il.ineeil eompel i l ion loi eusti imeis ::i the \o r ; i i e . i s i .md 

\ I i l l vvi. - • i ; le p ia i I :! let: w i: !i i ' . . i t ^ . n i( i. s l . i . . ! . ' . . i ' 

l he ( iiv ot t level.uid h.is i i^w piopi>sed .i ' I l i p " o l the .iHo^.ned lines in C level,uui. essenti.illv 

pro| iosi i i i ' lh.it the S l h .issiun to C S \ the l in.s previouslv .issigned to \ ^ .iiul v lee veis.i Ih is 

" l l i p " giKir.inlees thai everv e.i>; west ir.i in opei.i led bv either I S.\ or \ S . should the proposed 

iransaelion be a i ip ioved. w i l l run m eonl l ie l w i th the other rai lroai l Ih is • l l i p . " .md the mliereii t 

tvMilliet U ere.iles. w i l l result in a degr.idati.M^ o f t h e serv lee i inpr.-. ements promised bv the 

traiis.ietion. In taei. should tlie ""nip"" be adopted eurrenl C onrai l east wi si l ul eusiomers w i l l 

see l ians i i t imes iiiercas». et ' i i ipared to w li ii s experieiieed todav 

l o resolve this mliereiu eon l l ie l . *, leveland has proposed .1 2-m;le long " t lv-over." or vuerhead 

bi idi:e. tluit wou ld eost m exee^- o! S ; 5it m i l l io i i and t.ike .1 n immuin i ol lour v e.ti s to design .md 

bui ld Xssumiii i i the ' " t l ip were neeess.irv. W I I K I I we do not believe .ind th.it lhe monev w.is 

.IV .i i l . ible. the iwo-ve. i r eonsi iuet ioi i period lor the ' l l v - ove r ' w i th unavoidable tral t ie turtevv> 
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and train i.|iieuing east. west, north ,md st>iiih would be devastating lo et t le ienl rail opei. i tui i is. 

!r, d-.o;' !!•,..• et iv ' t ion ot .-.iiothcr " l lo t is io ' i . " " w i th the n-pealed serv iee tadures tlia.i ha.e been te l ' 

nat ionwide w i l l oeeur in lhe I ast under t leveland s proposal. 

Sl,(>iilil the " l l i p " be .klopied and serv lee t j i ial i lv at' ieclcd. neilhct rai lroad w il l be ,ible io eoi i ipele 

as e l leel ivelv w u h uueks. les i i l img in lost opporluni lv 1 relieve traff ie eongestioii aiul make 

important env i ionmei i la l gains C S \ esiim.ites alone i i lent i lv more than e ight -n i i l l io i truek 

miles to be diver ie i l I rom the higl iwavs to 'he rails on an .uiiiual b.isis m the gialer-C Uvel.md 

area 

1 he . i l l tKat io i i ol l ines and lhe rout ing ot Ir . i t l le thr.nigh gre.iter t level.i i id as origin.i l lv proposed 

in the I. S.X NS t i l i ng wi th to S I B represenls the mosl-e l feel ive me.ms o\ ; 'v l i ieving the 

i ihjeei ives o f t h e iransaelion and. m a x i m i / m g the publie benefits Un both the national and loeal 

interests 

Please assist iis in c i i su i i i ig ihai the e4>neerns o f the shipping eommii i i i lv .ire not h'st m . i r r ivmg 

at a solut ion in I leveland. We wou ld appreeiate vour doing evervthing vou can to eiisuie lhat 

lhe substanli. i l benefits ih.it w>>uld lesul l I'lom the e oi i ra i l . lei iuisit ioi i .ne real i /ed .md th.it 

shipping i i ightm.ues l ike those that h.ive oeeuried in Houston ,ire . ivoided, 

1 li.ink vou for vour .issistanee, 

^ ineere lv . 

I ml Moore 

N.it ion.i l \eeoui i ts I xeeutive 

1 he I reii iht (, o i ineet ion 
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Surface Sranapurtation Soarb / 

.March 16. 1998 

Mr. Bud Lang 
The Freight Connection 
1915 Orangewood .Avenue 
Suite 200 
Oraniie.CA 92868 

Re: Finance Docket No. 3.\̂ 88: CSX and Norfolk S^uithem - Contiol and 

Acquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Mr. Lang; 

Thank you for , '̂ ur reecnt letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of 
Conrail by Norfolk South .-m and CSX and your concems about the potential adverse atlect on 
public safety and customer service resulting trom the proposed City of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review ofthe potential environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed Conrail Acquisition. As part of its environmental review. SEA issued a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (HIS) cn December 12. 1997 which addressed various 
environmental impact areas, including safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air 
quality, noise, biological resources, water resources, environmental justice, and cultural and 
histonc resources. Chapter 5 ofthe Draft EIS focused on the concems relating to increased rail 
traffic in Ohio, especially the northeast Ohio and Cleveland areas. SEA recommended numerous 
nmmation measures to address the potential environmemal impacts in that area, including 
railroad consultations with atlected communities to discuss their concems and possible solutions. 

SEA is fully .ivvare that these issues are of major concem to the residents and businesses 
ofCleveland and iiorthca.st Ohio. SEA has attended several public meetings in the area in order 
lo hear those concerns first hand and discussed the issues with numerous local officials SEA has 
also fornied special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to focus its review and analysis ofthe 
unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, including the advantages and 
disadv antages of vanous routing altematives through the Cleveland area. 



.After coiu'ucting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
infomiation available to date, consulting vvith appropnate agencies, and fully considering all 
public comii^ents, SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board. In its llnal decision, the Board vvill consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. The Board will issue its final written 
decision in July 1998. 

If you iiave additional questions conceming the environmental review process, please call 
me, or contact Elaine K. Kaiser, SEA's Environmental ''roject Director, or Mike Dalton, SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 
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I ,ini w r i l i i i i : to express serious eoneeiiis re'.i.irdmi: reeeni . le t io i i , bv the eilv .d ( level.md that 

wou ld severelv .idverselv alleet the m.inv beneilts that eould .leerue to shippeis bv ihc 

.iei.|uisitioii od C onr.i i l bv C S \ aiul the \ . M li>li. Southern 

lhe -ubst.i i i t i . i l beneli 's | in.|eeled lor '.Ms; wi.st sl i ippeis bv the (, S \ \ . i i l o l k S>Hi;lieiii i \ s i 

. lequisit ion o t t onrai l are pat it seruHis risk b> a t l lmg the eil> vH t leveland ha- ai.ide !o the 

Surlaee Iransportat ion Board ( S I B), l he thre.it •>!'aimliier operational debaele sueh as the one 

expeneiieei i leeenllv 11 the iioust^.n aie.i a> die r<.'siil| ' i t ' t he I nioi i I ' . iei iu iiierg'-'- w i th die 

Sv>utlii.rii I '.ieille. exists it the S I B •d'^pt- the pMrosals 11.i- ' " ( i h m tlie ( level md Idiii '.: 

() i ie ol the piiniarv go.iU m tne irans.ietuMi ;- .0 alloeale the (, oni . i i l assets i,> ensure ill,it both 

C S \ .iiid \ S ,iie paovided w i lh east we-t ni.i in lines that ensure the tiee l low ol t ral l ie without 

eonl l ie l I rom the other r.uho.id s • iper.i l ioiis, ()nlv in diis vv.iv e.in C S.\ .md \ s seeuie enhaneed 

serv iee. bettei ir .msu nmes. and balaneeil eompet i t io i i lor eu^lo.mei s 111 the Northeast and 

Midwest , 1 he pl.m ti led w i ih the's 11' . leeomplished ll iat g>Kil 

lhe (. r.v ot t leveland h.is now proposed a " l l i p " o! the alloe.iled imes m C level, i i id. essciiti.illv 

inopos in i ; ill,It the S I B .issign !o (. S \ 'he Ime- p iev io i i sh assiLined io \ S .md v iee versa Ih is 

• • l l i p ' guarantees lhat ev erv east west tram opeiated b> either ( S.\ 01 should the pn^posed 

Iransaelion be approved, w i l l run in eonl l ie l w i th ihe other railri>.id 1 his • ' l l i p . " .ind the mliereiit 

eont l ie i it creates, w i l l result in .1 degradation 01 the sorv iee improvements promised In the 

irai is. iel ioi i In laet. should the t l i p " be .idopied. eu r i v i t (. onr.i i l east west i.ul eUst,Miiers w i l l 

see t i . i i is i i time . inerease eomnared lo \vli.u s e\per ie" ' :eJ I'.'d.iv, 

l o resolve this mlieren' eonl l ie l ( leveland ii.is pr ^ lo .ed J-mi le long " l l v -over . or overhe.ul 

hr idi ie. tli,It would eost 111 ev^es-. ,>i v j 5,1 : r . : ! ! : . i ! ; l aK j .1 I ' lm imum o! loui ve.us to design and 

bui ld Xssiimm'j ti 'e t l i p " were iieee-/ ' rv. . - " e h we ao mu believe, and ' h i t 'he monev w.is 

. ivai lable. ihe two- \e . i , • \Misi.uei 'oi i nerio^ i.ir uie ••ll>-o.ver' v. ith un.ivoid.ibie t iai l i^- eur lews 
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and Irani queuing e.isi. west, north and south would be devastatiiiL: to eflieieiii r.iil operations 
In short, the ereatioii ol another Houston." with lhe repe.ited serv iee lailures thai h.ive been tell 
naii 'iiw >de. w :!! .>e;i!; m the I ;;st undei (. lev . ' ••>'!"s pronosa! 

Should the - l l i p " be adopted .md serv iee ijualitv .itleeted. neither r iilroad wil l be able to eompele 
as elfeetivelv wuh trucks, resulting m h-st opportiinitv t relieve tiariie eongestioii and make 
mipiMtai.t environmental gains. I S \ esiimates alone identifv more than eiglit-niillion .ruek 
miles to be diverted from the liighwavs to the tails on an aimual basis in the graler-( leveland 
area. 

I he .illoe.ition of lines ami the routing ol tratlie through greater ( level.iiid .is origm.illv pn^posed 

111 the t S \ NS IIIIIIL: with to S |B represents the most-etfcctive means ol .leliieving the 

obieetives of lhe iransaelion and inaxiii i i/ i i ig the piiblie benelits lor bo i' the ii.ition.il and loeal 

iiiterests. 

I'Icasc assist us in ensuring that the eonecrns of the shipping eoniiiumitv arc not lost in arriving 
at a solution in Cleveland Vve would appreei.ile ) our doing evervihmg \ou ean io ensure that 
the substantial benelits that would re-ult from the Conrai! aequisition are realized iiid that 
shipping nightmares hke those lhat have iKeiiried in Houston a.ie avoided 

I li.mk vou lor viHir assistance 

Smeijfciv. 

i i u d ! aRC' 
N.ilion.il \eeouiits I xeeutive 
I he I reu^hi (, iMineeiion 
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March 16, 1998 

Mr Kevin Kightlinger 
The Freight Connection 
1915 Orangewood Avenue 
Suite 200 
Orange, CA 92868 

Ke: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 
Acquisi*'on -- Conrail 

Dear Mr. Kightlinger: 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of 
Conrail by Norfolk Southem and CSX and your concems about the potential adverse affect on 
public safety and customei serMce resulting from the proposed City ofCleveland alternative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review ofthe potential environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed Conrail Acquisition As part of its environmental review, SEA issued a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on December 12, 1997 which addressed vanous 
environmental impact areas, including safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air 
quality, noiso. biological resources, water resources, environmental justice, and cultural and 
histonc resources. Chapter 5 ofthe Draft EIS focused on the concems relating to increased rail 
traffic in Ohio, especially the northeast Ohio and Cleveland areas. SEA recommended numerous 
mitigation measures to address the potential environmental impacts in that area, including 
railroad consultations w ith affected communities to discuss their concems and possible solutions. 

SEA is fully aw are that these issues are of major concem to the residents and businesses 
ofCleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA has attended several public meetings in the area in order 
to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues w ith numerous local officials. SEA has 
also fomied special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to focus its review and analysis ofthe 
unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, including the advantages and 
disadvantages of vanous routing altematives through the Cleveland area. 



After condvcting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
infonnation available to date, consulting with appropnate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments. SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board. In its final decision, the Board will consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final F'S. The Board will issue its final wntten 
decision in July 1998. 

If you have additional questions conceming 'he environmental review process, please call 
me. or contact Elaine K. Kaiser, SEA's Environmental Project Director, or Mike Dalton, SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (202) 565-1530 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 
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1 .1111 vvri lmg to express serious eoneeriis reg; ' id i i ig reeeiit aelioiis bv the eilv .it ( level.md tli. i l 

wou ld severelv .ulveiselv . i l leel the m..ir, neiiefi is ili.it eould .leerue to shi| ipeis bv the 

.Kquis i i i i i i i ofC onr.i i l bv CSX .uid 'he Nor to lk Suulhern, 

lhe subsi.intKil bene l i l - j'.ro.jee'eu' for I'as! v,ea sli ippcrs l\v the ' S \ Nor lo ik Soi i iheri i (NS) 

. le i j i i is i i ion Ol ( onrai l .ire put a! serious usk bv .i Tiiing the eilv o f v leveland h.is made lo the 

Siirl. iee 1 r.msport.i l ion Boa.id (S I H) 1 he ll ire.i i n! .mother oj ierational debaele, -.ueli .is the one 

experieneed leeenliv in the Houston ue.i .is lhe result o f ' h e \ mon I'.ieitii. mergei w i th the 

Souihern I'.ieifie. exists i i tho S 1 M .idopt^ die proposals put forth m l lu; i level.md f i l ing 

(>ne o f l l ie prmi.irv go.iK o f lhe U.insaelioii is to .il loe.ile lhe t i nr.i i l .is>els to ensure lh.it b.)!l) 

CSX and NS .ue provided wi th ea^l vvesi mani lines i l i . i i eiisuiL the free l low ol iL iHle wi thout 

eontl iet f rom the other i.ulroad s operaliv>ns. » inlv m this wav e.m C s \ .uid NS seeuie enh.meed 

serv iee. belter tran-it l imes, and b.ilaneed ev>mpetilion lor • usi.>nieis iii the Noithe. is i .uid 

\ 1 h v . '^ l I h - III in h l . ' d :t!. t h . ' s, I I I -1. J'>nu-.l! ^ I ied i l iai . 'JO.11 

l he ( ilv o l I leveland h.is now proposed .i " t l i p " of lhe .il loe.iled lines m C level.md. es-.entiallv 

pioposii iLi th.it the S I H .issign to ( s X tlie hues pieviouslv assigned lo NS .UKI v u e veis.i . l l i i s 

" l l i p " gu.ir.mlees that everv e.ist west i i . im oper.iled bv eiti ier C SX oi N s . ^h,llHd the inoposed 

ir. i i is. ietion be .ipprvwed w i l l run iii eonl l ie l w id i the other r.iilro.id l l i i s • l l i p . " .iiul the inheiei i i 

eon l l ie l it eie.ites. w i l l resuU in i degr.uiativn o l liie se'v iee impi i A ements promised bv the 

iransaelion In l.iei, sh.nild the t l i p " ne .uloj i lei i . eurrenl ( onrail e.isi west r.iil eusi,inters w i l l 

see transit t imes ineie.ise eomp.i ied 'o wh.ii '-- e\perieneed todav 

l o i .so lve ihis inherent eontl iet. C level.md i i , ' - proposed a. 2-m;le long •" l lv-over." or overhead 

bi idge. th.it wou ld ei'st in exeess of S! - ( ! i i i i l ln . , , .md take a m in imum o f lour vears to design .md 

bui ld Assuming ll ie ' l l i p ' were neeess.irv. wl-.ieh we do iioi believe, and that the monev w.is 

.IV . i i l . ible. the tw o-ve.ii eoiist iuetion period li lhe "•!!> ov er " wi th unav oid.ible ti. it tie ^ ui lew s 
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.uul tr.iiii i.|ueiiing east. west, north and south would be (.levastatinu lo eflleieiil rail operalioiis. 
In short, the ereation of .mother •Houston." with the rcpcateil serv iee failures that li.ive been tell 

>n>, ide •-IH ' :-r :-̂ der f ie .̂e!,:;id";. propo:.al. 

Should the "llip" be .idopted and serv iee (.|ualitv afleetcd. neither railri>ad will be able to compete 
as effeetivelv with trueks. resulting in lost opportiinitv I relieve trattle eongestioii and make 
important environmental gams ( SX Csiimales alone identifv more than eight-million truek 
miles to be diverted from the highwavs to the rails on an .iiiiiual basis m the gr.iter-( level.md 
.irea 

1 he .illoeation ot lines and the roiiliiig of Ir.iflie through greater I level.md .is origm.illv pro|iosed 
in the t SX NS I'lliiig with to SIB represents the most-effeetive means of aeliieving the 
obieetives ol the ti.iiis.ietioii and ni.iximi/ing the piiblie benefits li>r both the national and hval 
interests 

IMease assist us in ensuring that the eoneeriis ofthe shipping eommunitv are not lost m arriving 
at a solution m Cleveland We would appreciate vour doing evervthing vou e.m to ensure that 
lhe subst.iiiiial benefits that would result from the C iMirail aequisition :ire realized .uul ili.il 
shipping niglitin.ires hke lluise lhat have oeeuried in Houston .ne .iv'udcd. 

1 li.iiik v»Hi for vour assistaiiee, 

Sineeri 

kev 111 k ghllmger 
N.ition.il \eeounls 1 xeeutive 
1 he 1 remht C oiineelion 
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March 16. 1998 

Mr Michael Evans 
The Freight Connection 
1915 Orangewood .Avenue 
Suite 200 
Orange. CA 92868 

Re: Finance Docket No 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 
.Acquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Mr. Evans: 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of 
Conrail by Norfolk Southem and CSX and your concems about the potential adverse affect on 
public safety and customer serv ice resulting from the proposed City of Cleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines between CSX and NS. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review ofthe potential environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed Conrail .-Acquisition. .As part of its environmental review . SE.A issued a Drat̂  
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on December 12. 1997 which addressed various 
environmental impact areas, including safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air 
quality, noise, biological resources, water resources, env ironmental justice, and cultural and 
histonc resources. Chapter ofthe Draft EIS focused on the concems relating to increased rail 
traffic in Ohio, especially the northeast Ohio and Cleveland areas. SE.A recommended numerous 
mitigation measures to address the potential env ironmental impacts in that area, including 
railroad consultations with atYected communities to discuss their concems and possible solutions. 

SE.A is fully aw are that these issues arc of major concern to the residents and businesses 
ofCleveland and northeast Ohio. SE.-\ has attended several public meetings in the area in order 
to hear those concems first hand and discussed the issues w ith numerous local officials. SEA has 
also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to focus its review and anal>sis ofthe 
unique environmental impacts and concems in this area, including the advantages and 
dis.idvantages of vanous routing alternatives through the Cleveland area. 



After conducting an independent environmental analysis, review ing all environmental 
infomiation available to date, consulting w ith appropnate agencies, and fully considering all 
public comments, SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board In its final decision, the Board will consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. The Board will issue its final wntten 
decision in July 1998. 

If you hav e additional questions conceming the environmental review process, please call 
me. or contact Elaine K. Kaiser. SEA's Environmental Project Director, or Mike Dalton. SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 
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California Notional Accounts Office 

1915 Otor gewood Avenue. Suite 200 
Orange, Catifornio 92868 

(714)939-5556 Fax (714) 939 5557 

1 he 1 Ion 1 md.i Morgan 
( l i . i i r m . i i i 

SI Kl \ U IK N N S l ' O K I A l l O N l U l A R l ) 
I ->_."^ N M i ee l . >. Vv 

Suite s:o 
W.ishmgiini. I) t . : i ) 4 : > 

De.ir I Ion 1 mda Morgan 

I .1111 wii lmg 111 ex[iress seinui^ ..oiieern-- regardmg reeeni -letioiis bv lhe • ilv ! level.uui ili.il 
wouM severelv .ulveiselv .dfeet the m.inv benel'ils ih.ii eould .le.iiie to sliip.jieis bv lhe 
,iei.|uisition of ( onr.iil bv t 's \ .md the Norl<>lk Southern 

lhe subst.miial benefits projeeli'd tor e.isi ^ve^I shippers bv lhe ( SX N.>rlolk S.-ulhern iNSi 
.ie(.|Uisiiion oift. onr.iil ;ire (iul .it serious risk bv .i fi l ing the eilv i>t I leveland has ni.ule lo ilie 
Surtaee I raiisporl.ition Hiiard (S I f*), ihc threa' of another operational deb.iele. -iieh as the one 
ex|K'Meneed leeentlv in the Mou-ioii are.i as the resuh of liie I mon I'.ieilie merger \Mih die 
Snalliern I'.ieifie. exists |i'the S 1 M .idopN the inopos.ils init forth in the ( level.aid tiling, 

()iie ol the p' im.irv go.iK ol the tr.:;is.ii.;:oii is to .uloeale tiie ( oiii'.iil assets to ensure thai both 
( SX ,uid NS .ire provided >> ith. e.ist west m.iin IUKS th.ii ensure the tree llow of iialfie without 
eiMitliet trom the other r.ulro.id's opeiatioii- ' inl> ii (h s w.iv e.m ( s.\ .uid NS ,i.-euiv enh.iiwed 
serv iee. better ii.msii iiiiie>. .md b.il.ineed eompetiiion tor eustoinei s m fhe Noi tlie.ist ,iiid 
Midwest I he pl.m tile.i w ah t!;e s 11! aee-imj-iisli^d that goal, 

lhe ( ilv of (level.md lias now proposed .1 '•|lip"" ot tne .iliiK.ited lines in ( level,md. essonii.illv 

proposniL th.it 'he s | H .issign \o CSX the line- pieviouslv .issigned lo NS .md v i^e vi.i-.,i l i i is 

"ll ip" guar.miees that ev erv east west 11.im opeiiited b\ either t sX or NS. sluuild the proposed 
iransaelion be .ipproved. wi i ! run in eoniliel with tl.e other railro.id I his ""tlip." and the mhereni 
eonlliel it ereates. will lesuh in .1 degrad.iuou o' the serv iee impiovemenl- ,'romiscd In the 
iraiisaelivi'i In laet. should the ""tlip" be ulopied. eurrenl ( onrail e.ist west r.iil eustomers wil l 
see transit times iiiere.rse eonipared to wli.it s experieiieei.1 loii.iv, 

lo ri.solve lliis mheieiu eontliei. ( levefmd li 1- pi^p.'sed .1 J-niile long " " I l v e r . " or overhe:id 
bridi:e. that would eosi m exee>s .it s| -p •.v.illu-n and t.ike .1 minimum ol l.i.ir vears to vlesign and 
build Nssuiiiiii!'. the •"tlii'i" vvere neeess.irv. vvhieii vve do not believe, and th.a the inonev v as 
.IV.nl.ible. Ihe two-ve.ii evMistriielioP. period loi :!:e • ' f i v ^ ' i " wim unav..id,iiMe i i . i l f i . ; eurlev.N 

HEADQUARTERS LOCATION 
12900 Dopont Circle, Tampa, FL 33626 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 800 332-5004, FAX 813 855-2767 
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California National Accounts Office 

1915 Orangewood Avenue, Suite 200 
Orange, Californio 92868 

(714)939 5556 Fax (714) 939-5557 

and tram i|iieuing e.isi. west. iu>rlli .iiul souih v\(nild be devastatiiii; to effieieni rail operalii>ns. 
In short, the ereation another ""I Knision." with lhe repe.ited serv iee lailures ilial h.ive been fell 
iiaiiiM'vv ide. vv ill oeeur m the 1 .1-1 under ( lev el nul > nre.pos;-,!. 

Should the "tl ip" be .ulopied and serv iee qu.ililv .ifteeled. neither railroad wil l be .ible to eompele 
as etfeelivelv with trueks. resiillmg m lost op(ioitimilv I relieve Irallle eongestioii and make 
impiMLini environmental gains. ( SX estimates alone identifv more than eighl-niilliiMi iruek 
miles to be diverted trom the highw.ivs to the rails o\\ .111 aniui.il b.isis m the gr.iler-( level.md 
area. 

l lie alli>eation of lines .md the routing ot trattle through greater ( lev el.uul as .iriginallv jnoposed 
in lhe CSX NS filing with lo S IH represents the mosi-etfeelive means of aeliieviiig the 
objeetives of the traiisaelion and maxinii/ing lhe publie benefits tor both the naiion.d .uul Kv.d 
interests. 

I'lease assist us in ensuring that the eoneeriis of the shipping ciMiinumit\ arc not lost in arriving 
al a soliitKMi in ( level.nul We wiuild .ifipre-ei.ite vour iloing evervthing vou ean l(> ensure ih.il 
lhe substanii.il benefits lli.il wnuld resul; trom tiu' ( .Mii.iil ae(.|uisiiioii are le.ili/ed .md lhat 
shipping nighim.ires like those th.ii li.ive oeeuried m Houston .ue avtuded 

1 hank vou tor vour .issistanee, 

SineereK. 

Mieli.iel I v.iiis 
N.iiioii.il \eeounls I xeeutive 
1 he I leiLihi ( oniieelioii 

HEADQUARTERS LOCATION 
12900 Dupont Circle, Tampo, Fl 33626 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • i 800 332-5004, FAX 8)3 855-2767 
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«>urface (Eranaportation «oarb j ^ ^ ' ^ 3 ^ ^ ^ 
•aaliington. fi.tt. 20423-0001 ^ j 

OWfltt of Uie CEliatnnan 

March 13, 199S 

Mr. James P. Fitzgerald 
Properties Manager 
,\ustin Powder Company 
25800 Science Park Drive 
Cleveland, OH 44122 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388; CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 
Acquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Mr. Fitzgerald: 

Thank you for your recent letter expressing your support for the proposed acquisition of 
Conrail by Norfolk Southem and CSX and your concems about the potential adverse affect on 
public safety and ciisto ner senice resulting from the proposed City ofCleveland altemative to 
"flip" the lines betw een CSX and NS. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review of the potential env ironmental impacts associated w ith the 
pioposed Conrail .Acquisition. As part of its environmental review, SEA issued a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on December 12, 1997 which addressed various 
env ironmental impact areas, including safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air 
quality, noise, biological resources, w ater resources, environmental justice, and cultural and 
histonc resources Chapter 5 of the Drafl EIS focused on the concems relating to increased rail 
tratTic m Ohio, especially the northeast Ohio and Cleveland are.'is. SEA recommended numerous 
mitigation measures to address the potential environmental impacts in that area, including 
railroad consultations with affected communities to discuss their concems and possible solutions. 

SE.A is fully aware that these issues are of major concer.. to the residents and businesses 
of Cleveland and northeast Ohio. SEA has attended several public meetings in the area in order 
to hear those concems first hand and '.̂ iscussed the issues w ith numerous local officials. SEA has 
also formed special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to focus its review and aiialysis of the 
unique environmental impacts and concems in this a.'-ea. including the advantages and 
disadvantages of vanous routing altematives thto'igh the Cleveland area. 



After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropriate agencies, and fully considering all 
public comments, SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board. In its final decision, t'le Board will consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. The Board will issue its final written 
decision in july 1998. 

If you have additional questions conceming the environmental review process, please call 
me, or contact Elaine K. Kaiser, SEA's Environmental .''rojeci Director, or Mike Dalton, SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 



AUSTIN POWDER C>OMPANY 

r.Li:vi:L.\.M). ouio 44122 

February 18. 1998 

The Hon. Linda Morgan. Chairman 
Surface 1 ransportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW Suite 820 
W ashinmon. DC 20423 

o 
a: 

, 1 . . 
C J 

rr, 

t r 

Reterence: Cleveland. Ohio Rail Operations 

Dear Ms. Morgan. 

The Austin Powder Coinpany is concerned about the politics involved between the Citv of 
Cleveland and their opposition to the proposed acquisition of Conrail by CSX and NS. conceming 
increased train traftic through residential communities. 

For manv years, vve have utilized the rail system (particularlv CSX) to haul millions of pounds of 
raw material to our various plants. Safetv is oi;r number one goal. Working perscnally vvith CSX. I 
know .Safely also heads their list. W e have worked w ith the railroad companies over the vears to establish 
safe rail sidings in order to improve service from them to our customers. W e have found them to provide 
verv timelv. reli;<ble serviee. 

If Clevelatids proposed "tlip" ofthe rail lines between CSX and NS is imposed by the federal 
Surface Transportation Board, vve feel it vvill ereate bottlenecks that will ultimately affect the timely 
delivers of our product to our customers. I hese delays would seriously hamper our ability to service 
them and could result in increased operating costs and a loss of business tor us. 

The railroad, as most businesses, must consider the safest, best operational wav of doing 
business. I huve reviewed the controversv. and noted wliere CS.X plans lo add $70 million for new. 
quieter tracks, landscaping, and sound barriers. W ith these actions, and the opportunity for Cleveland to 
create more jobs, our Comp.inv is ;;uppor.;ng the railroads" position. I his project doe;, not entail turning 
land into rail or rail vards. but concentrates on improv ing existing rail and improving the railroad's 
serv ice to thousands of eustomers. 

Therefore, please consider the railroads" operational perspectiv e when rev ievving this issue. 

Sincerely. 

James P. Fitzgerald 
Properties \ knui^er 

.IPI k 
cc: R. Slater. .1. Molitoris. G. X'oinovich. .1. .Anderson 

File-3 
c austin•Joe leasts ^ ic\cf-r Joe 

25800 SCIENCE PARK DRIVE • CLEVELAND, OHIO 44122 • 216 4M 2400 
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Surface Sraneportation iBaarb ^ 1 
WoBhtngton. co;. 20423-0001 

(Bffite of ttif tfliairman 

March 13, 1998 

Ms. Cilenda Neal 
3500 North Hullcn 
Mctaine. LA 70002 

Rc Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 
.Acquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Ms. Neal: 

Thank vou for your recent lelt.r expressing your opposition to the proposed acquisition of 
Conrail by Norfolk Southem and CSX and your concems about the potential adverse aflect on 
public safety resulting from the proposed increased rail traffic, including the transport of 
hazardous materials. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SE.A.) is 
conducting an environmental review of the potential environmental impacts associated w ith the 
proposed Conrail .Acquisition. .As part of its environmental review. SEA issued a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement ;E1S) on December 12. 1997 which addressed vancus 
environmental impact areas, including safety, transportation systems, land use. encrgv. air 
quality, noise, biological resources, water resources, environmental justice, and cultural and 
historic resources. SE.A extensively reviewed the safety area, including freight and passenger rail 
operations, hazardous matiiials transport, and highway rail at-grade crossing safety. SEA 
recommend-.d nuincrou'̂ . mitigation measures to address the potential environmental impicts in 
the.-: areas. 

After conducting in independent environmental analysis, review ing all environmental 
infomiation av ailable to date, consulting with appro^ nate agencies, and fully considenng all 
public comments. SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board. In its f..\M decision, the Board will consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. The Board will issue its final wntten 
decision in Julv 1998. 



If you have additional questions conceming the enviroi.mental review process, please call 
me, or contact Elaine K. Kaiser, SEA's Environmental Project Director, or Mike Dalton, SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J Morgan ^ 



r 

Febaiarv 13. 1998 

Chairman Linda J Morgan 5 
Surface Transportation Boaid ~ 
1925 K Street. N W 
VVashinmon, DC 20423-001 : 

Dear Ms Morgan >-

Plea.se be advi.sed thai I work with a group of people who were injured and evacuated from their 
homes from a catastrophic explosion on Septemberh)87 

The explosion was caused bv leaking butadiene and the failure ofthe railmad to properlv inspect and 
detect the leaking butadiene The explosion caused oropertv damage and a mass evacuation through 
the smoke and toxic chemicals that tilled the neighborhood People were coughing and choking, their 
eyes were irritated, their skin was breaking out in rashes and thev feared for their lives 

.Aftci the explosion the responsible parties CS.X and Norfolk Southern turned theii backs on the 
community 

Finallv ten vears later a judgement in excess of billion dollars was awarded against them The 
juiA. I believe awarded this amount because ofthe iiiditVerence the railroad companv showed for the 
safety of our communitv 

Now the same tw o companies want to assume operation of Conrail w ith no consideration to their past 
.safety record I o allow them to do .so is sending a mes.sage that it is alright to damage propertv and 
cause injury and then turn your back on the damages and injuries you have caused' This is an 
extremely dangerous message;- to send to a railroad company 

The people I work with in Gentilly New Orleans want t^i kiKVvv how thev can stop this'' 

Please call me at 504-456-8656 or wnte me and let me know how we can participate 
Mv address is ,5 500 North Hullen. Metairie. LA 70002 
Lax IS 504-4^6-8624 

Thank vou t'or vou time 

Sincerelv 

s,.-
Cilenda Neal 
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(>//i/ of TKimcie 

.>00 North HPJII Slivcl • Miineic. Indiana 47305 

Match 10. 1998 

DOe 

Office ofthe Secretary 
Attention: HIaine K Kaiser. Hnviioninental Project Director 
Case Coiuroi ! nit 
Finance Docket No .3.3.388 
Surface I ransportation Board 
1925 K Street. N W . 
W ashington. D. C\ 20423-0001 

Re: Support of Norfolk SvHithem Acquisinon of Conrail 

Dear Director Kaiser: 

On I cbiuary 20. 1998 I met vvitli an official from Norfolk Southern Coiporation 
as part of its public outreach efforts to provide infonnation on the Conrail 
transaction. W e had a frank discussion on issues and concems of importance to 
m\ community Norfolk Southem has agreed to work w ith us on these issues in 
order to find coi-.imon ground W e have agreed to exchange infonnalion and 
maintain lines of cominunication. 

Because Norfolk Southern has agreed to tnaintain dialogue to address local 
CvMiCei n;-. pviict Jiiiig tu tlic tiaiisaction. ilie Citv of Niuncie. Indiana supports the 
proposed Co.irail acquisition b\ NS and CSX. 

Sincerelv. 

Dan C ( anan 
Mavor 
Citv of \1iincie 

IX ( ara 
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I, . fcj 1' 

Founded W?i • 

()nice ol the Secielaiy 
Case Control I nit 
1 inanee Docket >:o 3.̂ 388 
Sui la>.e I lanspotlation Board 
I''25 K Site. \ U ' 
W ashington. ;x 20423-0001 

^{(faac of iaGranac 
355 SouUi Center Street 
LaGrange, Ohio 44050 

March 10, 1998 

P RECEIVEO 
K 'fAR 12 

Mll i . 

STfl 

1 )ear Ms Kaiscr, 

I he \ iliaj-e of 1 iKiiati^ie ami I av u ange 1 ov nship slil! have unresolved issues conceming 
Ihe ineie.ised tail liallic proposed for our eominunity 

\<- siatcvl 111 our IcKer dated lanuafv 2'>, I " '8. our Fire Department and Rescue Squad is 
nKi'iJicd bv volunlccrs with llic Liicsfalioii located North ol the railroad Hacks. In -••! 
cmcrgcnev situation with a train blocking acccs"; to the southern section ol Our communitv. 
i)ur lesidents aie put .it an unreasonable nsk I o resolve this problem, an adchtional 
buildnig to house cmcuicnev vehicles shiuild be built South ol the tracks, l i e propcilv to 
do so is avail.iblc W e ask Lhat oiu ^oiniiiunilv be provided with the IUJKLS to build lliis 
satellite slalion in order lhat \e mav adequately provide tlic ncccssarv' equipment on both 
sides ol (he '.rack in llic evc"< i an cmcigcnev. 

W c also request thai in ailditional l ire 1 quipnient I ruck be provided to our residents so 
that lliitse lo the soum ol the railroad Hacks are not kept !rom ihe needed lifesaving 
c»;;iipmeiil due to inaetcssibilitv of equipment. .As staled in cur prior letter, time delays for 
OUI ciiaigciiev services can iiicaii the diilcience between lite or death. 

W c tmisi a)s(> insist oti a car ovvqiass lor the Whcclci Road Crossing. With all area 
hospiials localed to Ihc North ot the tracks, an ove.pass would insure that our emergency 
VCIIKICS would be a nle to continue Noitli in iJie event oi blocked crossings. 

W ith the increased tail tiallic. il is our ci>nsensus that the Wliitney Road. Biggs Road, 
V rook Sheet and W heeler Koad crossings should have 4 v.am.ing lights and gates I his 
would be saicr lor our residents using Jicsi jssuigs. 

Our rciiiicst lor a wnilcn I niergcncv Response Plan for Rail Pei-sormeI and Local Service 
Pi<>viJeis should also be uiipkiiienled .loinl training must be provided annually with the 
cost incuiTcd bv the Raihoad 



Our concerns must not be ignv)rcd i he saf ety ol our citizens must not be compromised by 
the Conrail acquisilioii 1 he needs of the residents of our community must be protected in 
this piocess. W e believe Uiat our requests are not unreasonable and lhat Uiey should be 
honored. 

Respectiully, 

Donna R. Stewart 
Mavor. \ illagc ol L.a(.jrangc 

CC: Ohio Rail Development 
viov. Cieoige V. Voinovieh 
Stale Sen .A. /aleski 
Stale Sen. Dr. B. l aylor 
Fed. Sen. ,1 Cilenn 
l ed. Sen. \ l . DeWine 
Rep. Paul v.iiIImor 

L.ncL: Letter dated .IanuaiA 29. 199X 

I.MI 



Viffaĵ  of ra^raty. 
i l l T ' ^ T^^:'^'^ 355 South Center SUeet * ^ South Center SUeet 

LaGrange, (.)hu . 44(J50 

January 29. 1998 

Founded IS75 

(>ttiee ot the .Sccrcfarv 
('ase ('onlrol Cnit 
I' lDHnee Pocket N'(> .V.ISH 
Surtaee ! lanspoital' Hoard 
1'):^ k Stiect. NW 
Washington. DC 20423-0(JOI 

1 >ear Ms Kar er. 

1 Would like to voice sevoial eoiieems on the pioposed Conrail Acquisition Kail traffic will 
increase in out small inimicipality from 14 to "̂ 4 tiains per day We object 'o that great an 
me: ease 

Out I'ire Department and Rescue Squad is manned by volunteers Our Village has a full-time 
Police Force I he meiea'̂ ed rail tial tic and increased length of trains w ill isolate one side of our 
\ illage Township ftom their eiiicigcncy vehicles and or emergency personnel This can become a 
lite Uiieatening silualion if needed pci.sonnel oi equipment cannot get to a disturbance, an 
accident or tire scene in a timely manner I would like to remind you that minutes, if not 
seconds, can mean life or death in many situations For safely reasons wc mast slate that we 
disapprove ol the increased Ual tic 

(>n the same note, we believe tiiere is a need l\>r fla.shing ligliLs at our Township Railroad 
Crossings These ciossings arc dangerous now If the meieased rail traffic is allowed, they will 
become deadly 

We alsi.> must insist that if this plan is pcniiitted to go fonvard, tliat a WTilten Hmergenc>-
Resp >nse Plan for kail Per.scvinel and Local Service Providers be implemented with joint Uaining 
pun idcd and funded by the railtvniJ on an amiual basts 

We need to have our concems addressed We do not feel that the time period for voicing our 
concerns is long enough for us lo review all tl'.e issues which would atfect out community, 
therefore, with due respect we request an extended hearing time period so lhat we and our 
citK'ens may respond to the railroad's request foi this e.xpansion 

It IS hoped lluit you will t.ike oui ci.nieerns under advisement 

Respecttullv. 

Donna R Stewart 
Mayor. V illage of LaOiange 
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DOCUMENT 

I y lOFFICt PRODUCTS. INC 

OFFICE 

FURNITURE 
COMPUTER 
PROD'ICTS 

908 STATE STREET - P O BOX 778 
SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK 12301 
(519)393-2175 1-800-339 2175 
FAX (518)393 0792 

OFFICE 
SUPPLIES 

ADVERTISING 
SPECIALTIES 

MARCH 9, 1998 

VERNON A. WILLIAMS. SECRETARY 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
12TH AND CONSTITUTION AVENUE. N.W. 
WASHINGTON DC 20M23 

RE; CSX AND NoRFJL̂  SOUTHERN CONTROI.-CONRA.L 
STB FINANCE DOCKET NO. 53388 

DEAR SECRETARY V'ILLIAMS: 

I WISH TO EXPRESS MY STRONG SUPPORT FOR THE PLANNED CONTROL 
OF CONRAIL BY CSX CORPORATION AND f>J;,RFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION 
AS PROPOSED I N THE ABOVE REFERENCED DOCKET. 

FASTER, LESS COSTLY ANJ -CIE RELIABLE RAIL SERVICE 'S A MUCH-
NEEDED ADVANTAGE FOR THE ECt̂ NOMic DEVELOPMENT AND JOB GROWTH 
OF CUR REGION AND THE ENTIRE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

I URGE T IE SURFACE TRANSPÔ T̂ATION BOARD TO APPROVE THE CONTROL 
A P P L I C A T I O N AS PROPOSED. 

PRESIDENT 

JBS/JJ 


