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Washington, D.C. - November 25, 1997 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Section o f Environmental A n a l y s i s ("SEA") 
1925 K S t r e e t , NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and NS - Co n t r o l and 
A c q u i s i t i o n o f C o n r a i l 

Subject: N o r f o l k Southern M i t i g a t i o n Proposal f o r E r i e , 
Pennsylvania 

Dear Ms. Ka i s e r : 

This l e t t e r responds t o a request from SEA f o r a w r i t t e n 
d e s c r i p t i o n of N o r f o l k Southern's ("NS") proposal f o r m i t i g a t i o n 
r e l a t i n g t o p o s t - A c q u i s i t i o n NS r a i l t r a f f i c at E r i e , 
Pennsylvania. We understand t h a t SEA i n t e n d s t o i n c l u d e t h i s 
l e t t e r as an appendix t o the D r a f t Environmental Impact Statement 
f o r Finance Docket No. 33338. Described below i s NS' proposal 
f o r m i t i g a t i o n r e l a t i n g t - p o s t - A c q u i s i t i o n NS r a i l t r a f f i c a t 
E r i e , Pennsylvania. S p e c i f i c a l l y , NS p r o v i d e s h e r e i n a d e t a i l e d 
d e s c r i p t i o n and a n a l y s i s of a proposal t o r e l o c a t e r a i l t r a f f i c 
from the e x i s t i n g NS ir..iin?ine r u n ning through E r i e t o an 
a l t e r n a t e l o c a t i o n on e x i s t i n g C o n r e i l r i g h t - o f - w a y . 

Background 

NS has g i v e n c a r e f u l study t o the proposed r o u t i n g of i t s 
t r a i n s t h r o u g h E r i e , Pennsylvania as d e s c r i b e d i n A p p l i c a n t s ' 
June 1997 Operating Plan (Volume LB, pages 281-282) and 
Environmental Report (Volume 6B, Page 503) submitted t o the 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board (the "Board" or "STB") i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the j o i n t A p p l i c a t i o n i n the above-referenced 
docket. As a r.;sult of the c o n t i n u i n g work by NS t o address 
where a p p r o p r i a t e the p o t e n t i a l environmental impacts of the 
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proposed A c q u i s i t i o n , NS has corducted f u r t h e r analysis of the 
proposed post-Acquisition t r a f f i c r o u t i n g both along the e x i s t i n g 
NS route through Erie and an a l t e r n a t e route to be considered as 
a m i t i g a t i o n measure. 

Applicants' Operating Plan and Environmental Report included 
a b r i e f discussion of a proposal by NS t o reroute i t s f r e i g h t 
r a i l t r a f f i c c u r r e n t l y moving through Erie along 19th Street. To 
implement that proposal, NS and CSX negotiated a permanent 
easement to be granted by CSX to NS, subject to the Board's 
approval of the Application; the easement agreement was made an 
e x h i b i t t o the Application. The easement would grant NS an 
exclusive right-of-way to b u i l d a new track adjacent and p a r a l l e l 
to the Conrail Cleveland-Buff i l o Line t h a t i s to be c o n t r o l l e d by 
CSX post-Acquisition. 

Purpose of the Proposed Mitigation 

Although the plan discussed herein was included i n 
Applicants' f i l i n g s , many elements were necessarily conceptual. 
Therefore, f o r the purpose of a s s i s t i n g the Board's environmental 
i-eview process, the proposed realignment i s being submitted i n 
the form of a proposed m i t i g a t i o n . 

The r e l o c a t i o n of NS r a i l t r a f f i c t o a new track on the 
Conrail right-of-way north of the e x i s t i n g NS tracks would permit 
NS t o d i v e r t i t s t r a i n s away from approximately 1.25 miles of 
track along 19th Street, i n a l a r g e l y r e s i d e n t i a l area of Erie. 
A l l 24.2 NS t r a i n s per day expected to cross through Erie post-
A c q u i s i t i o n (representing an increase from the 1995 base case of 
13 t r a i n s per day) would be removed from the 19th Street route 
and would run instead over the relocated NS l i n e . 

S i g n i f i c a n t safety benefits would be rea l i z e d by t h i s r a i l 
t r a f f i c r e l o c a t i o n since the 19th Street route includes numerous 
at-grade crossings i n a densely populated area which would no 
longer be used for NS f r e i g h t t r a f f i c . Other benefits of the 
re r o u t i n g proposal include e l i m i n a t i o n of grade crossing delays 
and s t r e e t running, as well as noise impacts from r a i l t r a f f i c 
moving through a heavily r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. The 
r e l o c a t i o n would permit more e f f i c i e n t t r a i n movement between 
Toledo, Cleveland and Buffa'o. 
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aeecription ,i2f the Propoeed Mitigation 

As described above, CSX has agreed to grant NS an exclusive 
right-of-way along the e x i s t i n g Conrail mainline, north of the 
e x i s t i n g NS mainline. The agreement between CSX and NS i s 
memorialized i n a Deed of Easement, Exhibit LL to Railroad 
Control A p p l i c a t i o n , Volume SC of 8, pp.784-788. (Copy attached 
as E x h i b i t 1.) The easement runs from west of Pittsburgh Avenue 
near CP 89 t o the e x i s t i n g NS/Conrail connection west of Downing 
Avenue. 

The precise alignment of the NS track w i t h i n the Conrail 
right-of-way ("northern route") has not yet been determined by 
the NS Engineering Department and w i l l be the subject of f u r t h e r 
discussion and agreement bet:ween NS and CSX. The exact l o c a t i o n 
of the new NS northern route on the e x i s t i n g Conrail right-of-way 
w i l l be dependent upon such factors as ensuring CSX access to the 
Conrail OD yard, interchange with the Allegheny and Eastern 
Railway (A&E) and CSX access to customers on the Conrail 
mainline. While the.se and other issues p e r t a i n i n g t o the 
alignment of the NS track are the subj-ct of on-going study by NS 
and CSX, the f e a s i b l e a l t e r n a t i v e alignments a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s 
p r o j e c t are not expected t o vary s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n p o t e n t i a l 
environmental impact. Therefore, the f i n a l s e l e c t i o n of the 
pr e f e r r e d alignment f o r the new NS track should not a f f e c t the 
evaluation of the subt'tf.ntiai safety benefits of the proposed 
r e l o c a t i o n t c be r e a l i z e d by rerouting the NS t r a f f i c away from 
19th Street t o the easement along the Conrail r-̂  ght-of-way. 

Although the precise s i t i n g of the proposed NS realignment 
on the e x i s t i n g Conrail right-of-way has not yet been determined, 
and engineering plans have not yet been drawn up, best estimates' 
at t h i s time would place the new NS l i n e approximately as 
described below: 

A p o t e n t i a l plan that would avoid separation of the CSX 
mainline from the Conrail "OD" yard would provide f o r the 
new NS alignment to diverge from the current NS mainline 
west of Downing Avenue, at the west end of the e x i s t i n g NS 
"Dean" passing s i d i n g , u t i l i z i n g e x i s t i n g NS right-of-way 
westward toward East Avenue. The proposed NS track would 
then cross East Avenue at grade. This plan would require 
one new pub l i c grade crossing at East Avenue, and ore 
p r i v a t e industry crossing at Gaskell Street. Westward from 
East Avenue, the Conrail Erie Yard I n d u s t r i a l Track would 
e i t h e r be crossed at grade, or realigned t c connect w i t h the 
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proposed NS track. The new alignment would then f o l l o w the 
former PRR/NYC connection tr a c k , p a r t i a l l y s t i l l i n place. 
The OD yard could be expanded, bracketed by the CSX and NS 
mainlines, to handle interchange between the A&E and NS and 
CSX. A minor realignment to the north of the current 
Conrail l i n e i s a n t i c i p a t e d due to r e s t r i c t i v e side 
clearance near MP 88. Relocation of small impediments such 
as crossing signals, signal boxes and overhead poles would 
also be required. Tl s plan would eliminate 17 at-grade 
crossings presently crossed by the e x i s t i n g NS l i n e on 19th 
Street. 

NS w i l l seek t c engineer the relocated track such that t r a i n s 
could operate at mainline speed ( c u r r e n t l y 60 mph) through the 
new alignment. Also, NS w i l l seek t o m.aintain Dean's Siding as a 
c o n t r o l l e d s i d i n g for the realigned p r o j e c t . 

I t must be stressed that t h i s i s only a p o t e n t i a l plan f o r 
the realignment and that no f i n a l decision has been made by NS as 
to i t s s u i t a b i l i t y . Moreover, discussions are ongoing w i t h CSX 
and no formal agreement has yet been reached, beyond the easement 
deed, concerning the placement of the new NS track at the above-
described l o c a t i o n on the e x i s t i n g Conrail right-of-way. 
Adjustments may be necessary t o accommodate s p e c i f i c engineering 
issues or CSX operational requirements. However, as discussed 
above, the environmental impacts of the s i t i n g of the new NS 
track w i t h i n the confines of the defined easement would not vary 
appreciably. 

The f o l l o w i n g attachments are included to assist 
understanding of t h i s proposed m i t i g a t i o n project: Exhibit 2 - a 
map depicting the change i n NS f r e i g h t t r a f ' i c routing that would 
r e s u l t from the realignment; and E x h i b i t 3 - track charts of the 
pr o j e c t area. 

EnyirsMiental Analysis of NS Rerouting Proppsa^l 

Burns & McDonnell has studied the environmental im^pacts of 
the proposed NS track r e l o c a t i o n at Erie, based upon a s i t e v i s i t 
to the project area. The NS proposal would involve the 
r e l o c a t i o n of the e x i s t i n g NS track and operation along 19th 
Street to a location p a r a l l e l and adjacent to the e x i s t i n g 
northeast/southwest-trending Conrail l i n e s through Erie. The new 
NS track would be constructed w i t h i n the e x i s t i n g Conrail r i g h t -
of-way through Erie and would not require the a c q u i s i t i o n of new 
right-of-way. The e x i s t i n g NS l i n e presently runs adiacent to 



Elaine K. Kaiser 
November 25, 1997 
Page 5 

the Conrail l i n e s from the northeast, t u r n i n g south away from the 
Co n r a i l l i n e s at Downing Avenue. The e x i s t i n g NS l i n e enters 
Erie from the east, p a r a l l e l t o the Conrail l i n e . At a point 
j u s t east of Downing Avenue, the NS l i n e curves to the southwest 
and diverges from the Conrail l i n e . The NS l i n e then i s commonly 
ali g n e d w i t h 19th Street westward through downtown Erie, while 
the Conrail l i n e u t i l i z e s a p r i v a t e right-of-way located 
approximately 1/4 mile to the north. The Conrail l i n e curves to 
the southwest at Raspberry Street and then again becomes p a r a l l e l 
w i t h the N& l i n e j u s t west of Pittsburgh Avenue. 

The area of the proposed NS track r e l o c a t i o n along the 
Conrail right-of-way i s p r i m a r i l y gravel-covered, with sparse, 
s c a t t e r e d grasses and weedy annuals. Along some stretches, 
v egetation forms a bu f f e " zone along both edges of the Conrail 
right-of-way. The right-of-way has been previously disturbed by 
r a i l l i n e construction and removal a c t i v i t i e s . Adjacent areas 
are dominated by r a i l , other t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , u t i l i t y and 
i n d u s t r i a l uses. Approximately 26 residences are located w i t h i n 
the 65 dBA noise contour of the proposed northern route. A l l of 
these residences c u r r e n t l y experience noise generated by passing 
t r a i n s on the Conrail mainline. The proposed northern route area 
i s zoned f o r general industry. 

Land us«=̂  adjacent to the e x i s t i n g NS l i n e i s roadway and 
dense r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial use. A t o t a l of 630 noise 
receptors were counted by Burns & McDonnell w i t h i n the 65 dBA 
noise contour along the e x i s t i n g NS l i n e . A l l of these receptors 
c u r r e n t l y experience noise from passing t r a i n s . As a r e s u l t of 
the proposed realignment of NS t r a f f i c to the northern route, 
none of those residences would continue to experience noise 
generated by the NS t r a i n s . 

The relocated NS I'.ne i s expected to branch from the 
v i c i n i t y of the e x i s t i n g NS l i n e west of Downing Avenue to a 
p o i n t west of Pittsburgh Avenue along the Conrail right-of-way, 
then t u r n south to j o i n again w i t h the e x i s t i n g NS l i n e . A l l 
t r a f f i c on the NS l i n e would be rerouted from the e x i s t i n g 19th 
St r e e t r a i l c o r r i d o r , w i t h 19 at-grade crossings, to the new NS 
l i n e w i t h i n the e x i s t i n g Conrail r a i l c o r r i d o r . I f the 
r e l o c a t i o n plan i s implemented, 17 at-grade crossings on the NS 
l i n e w i l l be eliminated as w i l l a l l s t r e e t running along 19th 
S t r e e t . The proposed relocated NS main track alignment would 
have 6 public grade crossings w i t h i n the project area, including 
one new public grade crossing at East Avenue and the expansion of 
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4 of the e x i s t i n g public crossings. A new p r i v a t e industry grade 
crossing at Gaskell Street would also be added. A l l of the 
e x i s t i n g p u b l i c crossings presently experience Conrail t r a f f i c . 

No surface waters are found w i t h i n the proposed project 
s i t e , nor are any of the s o i l s at the s i t e c l a s s i f i e d as prime 
farmland. National Wetland Inventory maps f o r the area do not 
indicate any wetlands w i t h i n 500 feet of the proposed r a i l 
r e l o c a t i o n , nor were any wetland areas observed during s i t e 
v i s i t s . The area i s not witJ-'^n the 100-year f l o o d p l a i n . No 
evidence of p o t e n t i a l hazardous waste s i t e s was observed during 
the s i t e v i s i t . 

The p o t e n t i a l f o r w i l d l i f e at the proposed project s i t e i s 
l i m i t e d because the area i s very sparsely vegetated and i s 
heavily disturbed, surrounded by r a i l , i n d u s t r i a l and r e s i d e n t i a l 
development. W i l d l i f e i s mainly l i m i t e d t o birds and small 
mammals that have adapted to developed areas. Both the U.S. Fish 
and W i l d l i f e Service (USFWS) and the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Resource'^ (PDER) were consulted regarding the 
p o t e n t i a l f o r threatened and endangered species i n the proposed 
r a i l r e l o c a t i o n area. The response from USFWS did not include 
any comment regarding p o t e n t i a l impacts t o threatened cr 
endangered .<^pecies i n the area. PDER said that i t i s unaware of 
any rare species or c r i t i c a l habitats i n the proposed project 
area. A d d i t i o n a l l y , no endangered or threatened species or t h e i r 
h a b i t a t s were observed during the s i t e v i s i t . 

The proposed construction would occur sol<^ly w i t h i n e x i s t i n g 
r a i l right-of-way. The area has been previously disturbed by 
r a i l operations and no undisturbed c u l t u r a l resources are 
expected to occur w i t h the e x i s t i n g right-of-way. No p o t e n t i a l 
h i s t o r i c resources occur w i t h i n the right-of-way. Prior to any 
construction a c t i v i t i e s , the Pennsylvania SHPO would be consulted 
and the Section 106 process completed. 

Erie County i s an ozone non-attainment area. However, the 
proposed realignment i s not expected to increase t o t a l r a i l 
t r a f f i c w i t h i n Erie County. Indeed, the realignment may res u l t 
i n a s l i g h t improvement i n o v e r a l l a i r q u a l i t y since the proposed 
realignment w i l l allow f o r more d i r e c t , more e f f i c i e n t routing of 
t r a i n s , reducing locomotive operating times w i t h i n Erie County as 
well as grade crossing delays. 
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Cost EatliiuK-.i> 

This proposal f o r the realignment of NS track i n Erie i s 
subject to public funding of a p o r t i o n of the pr o j e c t cost. NS 
understands that the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania w i l l support 
NS's e f f o r t s to obtain such publ i c funding. NS would commit t o 
pay i t s p o r t i o n of the p r o j e c t cost. The'^total cost of 
r e a l i g n i n g the NS track i n Erie i s estimated by NS t o b*̂  
approximately $15,000,000. 

Concluaiop 

NS believes that i t s t r a c k realignment proposal would 
eliminate or minimize any s i g n i f i c a n t adverse environmental 
impacts related to post - A c q u i s i t i o n NS f r e i g h t t r a f f i c changes at 
Erie. Should you or your s t a f f have any questions or require 
a d d i t i o n a l information about t h i s m i t i g a t i o n proposal, NS and i t s 
consultants would be pleased to o f f e r ary assistance needed. 

Sincerely, 

(Ld\J^ 
Bruno Maestri 
System Director 
Environmental Protection 
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Attcrney for Grantor 
Business Address; 
500 Water Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32202 

DEED OF EASfMfNT 

THIS DEED OF EASEMENT, made this day of 
1 9 _ , by and among New York Central Unes LLC, a Delav^are limited liability 
company (hereinafter called "NYC"), CSX Transpctat ion, Inc., a Virginia 
corporation, who:,e mailing address is 500 Water Street, Jacksonville, Florida 
32202 (hereinafter called "CSXT") and Norfolk and Western Railway Company, a 
Virginia corporation, whose mailing address is Three Commercial Place, Norfolk 
Virginia 23510 (hereinafter called "NW"); 

WITNESSETH; 

THAT, for and in consiooration of payment of the sum of ONE DOLLAR 
($1.00), which is the full monetary consideration for this conveyance, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, NYC and CSXT do hereby GRANT and CONVEY 
WITHOUT WARRANTY, unto NW, NW's successors and assigns, .object to the 
terms, conditions, exceptions and reservations herein made, a permanent 
EASEMENT, as hereinafter provided, on and over NYC's property in the County of 
Ene, State of Pennsylvania, hereinafter designated "the Easement", which 
Easement is more particularly describea in Exhibit A attached hereto and 
incorporated herein. 

TOGETHER WITH the right to construct, maintain, operate, replace and alter 
thereon, one line of railroad track together with all related signals and 
appurtenances deemed by NvV to be necessary thereto. 

TOGETHER WITH the right from time to time to redesign, rebuild or alter said 
line and to install such additional line(s), apparatus and equipment as NW may at 
ary time deem necessary, and the right to remove any line(s) or any par: thereof. 

NW shall have the right from time to time to remove or clear and '<eep ciear 
such trees, underbrush, and other obstructions from and upon the surface of said 
Easement area as m the judgment of NW may interfere with or endanger said line(s) 
or appurtenances; PROVIDED, however, any damage to the property of NYC (other 
than to property cleared or removed as hereinbefore provided) caused by NW in the 
course of constructing, lebuilding, repairing said line(s) or of such clearing shall be 
borne by NW. 

1 I 
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INCLUDING the right-of-entry upon NYC's said lands for all of the purposes 
aforesaid. 

EXCEPTING and RESERVING unto NYC, its successors and assigns, the 
paramount right to continue to occupy, possess and use the land upon which the 
Easement is imposed for any and all purposes, including but not limited to the 
location of fiber optic cable and the right to construct, reconstruct, relocate, 
operate, maintain, repair, renew, replace and remove NYC's tracks and other 
facilities as now exist or which may in the future be located in, upon, over, under 
or across the Easement provided such use does not interfere with or impair the 
nghts herein granted to NW. 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the Easement and rights herein granted, solely for 
the purpose herein contained; SUBJECT, however, to any other public utilities and 
other facilities located in, on, over, under or across the Easement, and aii 
agreements, easements and rights granted or reserved therefor, whether the 
instruments granting or reserving the same be recorded or unrecorded, and ALSO 
SUBJECT TO the following conditions and covenants: 

1. NW, its successors and assigns, shall provide and forever maintain, at 
NW's "jole cost and expense, adequate drainage facilities to prevent runoff and 
other collected surface waters arising from NW's occupancy of the Easement nghts 
herein granted from flowing upon or over NYC's adjacent property (including 
railroad tracks). 

2. NW, its successors and assigns, shall not at any time impair or 
interfere with the lateral or subjacent support of NYC's properties, structures, 
tracks or improvements on or adjacent to the Easement or otherwise dc-- age the 
same in any way. 

3. If, at any time, the Easement herein granted, or any part thereof, shall 
no longer be used by NW, its successors or assigns, for the purposes for which 
granted, said Easement or unused portion shall terminate, and NW, its successors 
or assigns, shall execute such instrument as now provided or as hereafter may be 
provided by law to clear title to the aforesiad property. 

4. NYC shall not be responsible in any manner for loss of or damage to 
NW's railroad track, signals or appurtenances from any cause whatsoever, and NW 
assumes all risk(s) therefor. 

5. NW hereby assumes, and agrees to defend, indemnify and hold NYC 
and CSXT harmless from and against all loss, costs, expenses (including attorneys' 
fees), claims, suits and judgments whatsoever in connection with injury to or death 
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of any person(s) or loss of or damage to any property caused by or in any way 
connected w.th the installation, maintenance/use. presence, reconstruction, 
relocation, renewal or removal of said railroad track, signals, and appurtenances on 
the Easement, EXCEPT when caused in whole or in part by the fault, failure or 
negligence of NYC or C S X T . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES LLC and CSX 
TRANSPORTATION, INC.. pursuant to due corporate authority, has caused its 
name to be signed hereto by its officers hereunto duly authorized and its corporate 
seal, duly attested, to be hereunto affixed. 

Signed, sealed and delivered c S X TRANSPORTATION, INC. 
in the presence of; 

By; 
Vice President - Property Services 

Attest _ _ ( S E A U 
Assistant Secretary 

NEW YORK CENTRAL LINES LLC 

By; 
(Title) 

Attest (SEAL) 
Assistant Secretary 
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S T A T E OF FLORIDA ) 
) SS. 

COUNTY OF DUVAL) 

I, • a Notary Public of the Stale of Florida and 
the County of Duval, do certify that, on the date below before me in said County 
personally came , to me know, and known to me to be the person 
whose name is subscribed to the above instrument, who, being by me first duly 
sworn , did depose, acknowledge and say that: he resides in Jacksonville, Duvai 
County, Florida; he is Vice President-Property Services, of CSX Transportation, Inc., 
the corporation described in and which executed said instrument; he is fully 
informed of the contents of the instrument; he knows the seal of said corporation; 
the seal affixed to said instrument is such seal; it was so affixed by authority of the 
Board of Directors of said corporation; he signed his name thereto ior said 
corporation pursuant to such authority; and instrument is the free act and deed of 
said corporation; and the conveyance herein is not part of a transaction, sale, (ease, 
exchange or other transfer or conveyance of all or substantially all of the property 
and/or assets of the Grantor. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand and official seal, this 
day of , 19 . 

My commission expires on: (SEAL) 
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ERIE, PA 
ERIE COUNTY 

L A K E E R I E 

C S X TRANSPORTATION 

J O I N T f A C I L I T I C S J AC K t O N V I L I C . F l 

NS Permanent Easemenl on CSXT 

Right o l Way al Erie PA 

wc-at o l PHtaburgh Ave lo Downing Av« 
N e n * ORmn iNO NO • N a n * 
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SOUTHEN REC'D: ///A7 
CENTRAl̂ ÎNISTRATIVE UNIT 
REC'D: /^/A7f^ 
DOCUMENT // Ji /r /- /-n. 

Norfolk Southern Corporation ' Bruno Maestri 
tSOO K Street, N W . Suite 375 System Dire<-:tcr 
Washington, D C 20005 Environmental Protection 
202 383-416.J 
202 383-<<^:5 (Direct) 

383 40.6 (Fax) ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Washingtor, D.C. - November 25, 1997 

BY HAND 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Section of Environmental A n a l y s i s ("SEA") 
1925 K S t r e e t , NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and NS - C o n t r o l and 
A c q u i s i t i o n of C o n r a i l 

Subject: N o r f o l k Southern M i t i g a t i o n Proposal f o r Lakewood, 
Rocky River, West Lake and Bay V i l l a g e , Ohio and on t o 
V e r m i l i o n , Ohio 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

This l e t t e r responds t o a request from SEA f o r a w r i t t e n 
d e s c r i p t i o n of N o r f o l k Southern's ("NS") proposal f o r m i t i g a t i o n 
r e l a t i n g t o post-Acquisi*-.ion NS r a i l t r a f f i c a t Lakewood, Rocky 
River, West Lake and B.=iy V i l l a g e , Ohio and on t o V e r m i l i o n , 
Ohio. We understand t h a t SEA intends t o i n c l u d e t h i s l e t t e r as 
an appendix t o the D r a f t Environm.ental Impact Statement f o r 
Finance Docket No. 33388. Described below i s NS' proposal f o r 
mi t . i g a t i o n t o addres'- p o t e n t i a l envi.ronmental impacts r e l a t e d t o 
p o s t - A c q u i s i t i o n NS r a i l t r a f f i c changes along the former 
" N i c k e l P l a t e " l i n e j u s t west of Cleveland a t Lakewood, Rocky 
River, West Lake and Bay V i l l a g e , Ohio and on t o V e r m i l i o n , Ohio 
("Lakewood c o r r i d o r " ) . This r a i l l i n e I.'? p r e s e n t l y the o n l y 
v i a b l e e x i s t i n a NS route through Cleveland f o r the increased 
east-west i n t e r s t a t e commercial r a i l t r a f f i c a n t i c i p a t e d by t h i s 
t r a n s a c t i o n . 

Operating SuDSidiaries Norfolk Souther.-, Railway Company . Nc tn Arr enca'i van Lmes lnc 
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NS has i d e n t i f i e d a p o t e n t i a l a l t e r n a t i v e routing through 
Cleveland that would s h i f t a l l of the a n t i c i p a t e d increased 
t r a f f i c from the Lakewood corr i d o r to a l i n e that i s less 
densely r e s i d e n t i a l and more i n d u s t r i a l i n nature. The 
al t e r n a t e r o u t i n g i s not presently a v a i l a b l e and would require 
the completion of substantial improvements and construction of 
track and a n c i l l a r y f a c i l i t i e s . NS w i l l work with federal, 
s t a t e , and Jocal o f f i c i a l s to garner the r e q u i s i t e support and 
approvals f or such a project. 

The r e r o u t i n g proposal presented herein i s thus m>ade f u l l y 
contingent upon the receipt of public support and funding for 
the p r o j e c t s ..ndicated. I f the proposed transaction i s 
approved, NS w i l l seek to secure the needed support and complete 
ti m e l y c o n s t r u c t i o n so that the rer o u t i n g of increased post-
A c q u i s i t i o n t r a f f i c on the Lakewood c o r r i d o r can take place as 
expe d i t i o u s l y as possible. 

Background 

The C i t y of Lakewood and the three other communities that 
comprise the "West Shore" suburbs of Cleveland (Bay Vi l l a g e , 
West Lake and Rockv River) have in d i c a t e d considerable community 
opposition to the 1>: plan for pos t - A c q u i s i t i o n routing of 
a d d i t i o n a l f r e i g h t t r a i n s through the West Shore co r r i d c r along 
the Vermilion to Cleveland segment ot the e x i s t i n g NS mainline. 
As described i n the N'S Operating Plan and the Environmental 
Report submitted wi t h the j o i n t CSX/NS Conrail control 
a p p l i c a t i o n and the Supplemental Environmental Report, t r a f f i c 
along the Vermilion to Cleveland r a i l l i n e segment, part of the 
former Nickel Plate i i n e , i s projected to increase from the NS 
base case c a l c u l a t i o n (an average of 13.5 t r a i n s per day i n 
1995, the period analyzed by NS m i t s Operating Plan) to 34.1 
t r a i n s per day post-Acquisition. Analysis of the most recent 
t r a f f i c data for t h i s l i n e segment shows that current 1997 
t r a f f i c (as of May, 1997) averages 16.4 t r a i n s per day, whi.:h 
means that the West Shore communities would a c t u a l l y experivjnce 
an increase of 17.7 t r a i n s per day above current 1997 levels i f 
the A p p l i c a t i o n were to be approved as submitted. This r a i l 
l i n e IS presently the oniy viable NS route through Cleveland for 
the increased east-west i n t e r s t a t e commercial r a i l t r a f f i c 
a n t i c i p a t e d by t h i s transaction. 
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Lakewood c u r r e n t l y has 27 public at-grade crossings w i t h i n 
an approximate two-mile long section of the NS mainline. 
Flashing l i g h t s have been i n s t a l l e d as safety p r o t e c t i o n at a l l 
of these grade crossings; 13 of the crossings have gates i n 
addition to f l a s h i n g l i g h t s . Bay Vi l l a g e and Rocky River have a 
t o t a l of nine public at-grade rossings, a l l of which have both 
f l a s h i n g l i g h t s and gates. W.st Lake has no public at-grade 
crossings. 

East of Lakewood to Cloggsville there are six pu b l i c a t -
grade public crossings, a l l of which have flashing l i g h t s and 
three of which have gates. West of Bay Village on to Vermilion 
(up to and inc l u d i n g NS Milepost 223.7 - the proposed Vermilion 
connection, discussed below, i s east of t h i s p o i n t ) , there are 
an a d d i t i o n a l 25 publi c at-grade crossings with 3.11 but one 
having f l a s h i n g l i g h t s and gates (Beaver'Park Road i n Lorain has 
neither f l a s n i n g l i g h t s nor gates.) In sumjnary, t h i s NS 
cor r i d o r has: 

• 67 at-grade public crossings; 
• 49 at-grade public crossings now protected by fla s h i n g 

l i g h t s and gates; 
• 17 at-grade public crossings that have f l a s h i n g l i g h t s 

only; and 
• Oniy i at-grade public crossing that c u r r e n t l y has 

neither f l a s h i n g l i g h t s nor gates 

There are, i n a d d i t i o n , several grade separated crossings alonq 
t h i s NS l i n e . 

Pprppgg <?f jfche Proposed Mitiqatior> 

NS f u l l y recognizes the community concerns for pedestrian 
and vehicle safety and emergency vehicle response time voiced 
by the c i t i z e n s of Lakewood and the other West Shore 
communities. Grade crossing safety has been an important issue 
i n these cominuni t i e s f o r some time. NS has for many years 
worked a c t i v e l y with state and lo c a l o f f i c i a l s to seok 
improvements i n grade crossing safety along t h i s c o r r i d o r . 

NS has developed a proposal to re-route a l l of the 
projected post-Acquisition increase i n f r e i g h t t r a f f i c to avoid 
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the West Shore communities following completion of track 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , improvements and other a c t i v i t i e s related to the 
r e r o u t i n g proposal. S p e c i f i c a l l y , as an a l t e r n a t i v e to the 
route described i n the Operating Plan and analyzed i n the 
Envi ronmenta.t Report and the Supplemental Environmental Report 
submitted to the STB, NS proposes to re-route a l l of the 17.7 
a d d i t i o n a l post-Acquisition NS tra:ns presently slated for the 
Vermilion-Cleveland l i n e via Lakewood to an alternate route via 
Berea and C l o g g s v i l l e . I f t h i s NS m i t i g a t i o n proposal i s 
implemented, the West Shore communities would experience on 
average no increase i n t r a i n t r a f f i c , nor would any a d d i t i o n a l 
safety r i s k s be experienced i n these communities as a r e s u l t of 
the proposed A c q u i s i t i o n . 

NS's preliminary f i n a n c i a l analysis of the proposed 
a l t e r n a t i v e route indicates that i t s cost far outweighs any 
economic benefits to NS, making implementation of t h i s 
m i t i g a t i o n proposal u n j u s t i f i e d without public funding. 
Therefore, NS w i l l seek federal, state and local cooperation 
and funding. This a l t e r n a t i v e routing i s designed solely to 
m i t i g a t e p o t e n t i a l adverse e f f e c t s on c e r t a i n communities of a 
t r a n s a c t i o n that w i l l provide very substantial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
and economic benefits to most conmunities and the public at 
large; NS believes pub l i c funding i s j u s t i f i e d and w i l l work 
with appropriate public o f f i c i a l s to obtain r e q u i s i t e approvals 
and funding. 

In a d d i t i o n to the rer o u t i n g proposal discussed above, NS 
proposes to eliminate any unnecessary grade crossings m 
Lakewood and to upgrade the remaining at-grade crossings along 
the West Shore c o r r i d o r and on to Vermilion by adding automatic 
gates where they are not now i n place. This grade crossing 
proposal would provide for enhanced r a i l safety to the 
communities along t h i s c o r r i d o r . 

Description of the Proposed Mitigation 

The alternate route proposed herein would require 
m o d i f i c a t i o n of a planned connecting track construction at 
Vermilion, Ohio between the e x i s t i n g NS mainline and Conrail's 
Chicago-Cleveland mainline. The Vermilion, Ohio connection 
construction discussed and analyzed i n Volume 6C of the 
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Environmental Report, Part 4, Section 8.9 would require 
r e c o n f i g u r a t i o n and supplementation with a second connection in 
order to accommodate the NS m i t i g a t i o n proposal. The addition 
of a second connection at Vermilion w i l i l i k e l y eliminate the 
need for a new at-grade public crossing a n t i c i p a t e d by the 
o r i g i n a l construction; however, a d d i t i o n a l property w i t h i n the 
proposed project area w i l l be required for the changed 
constr u c t i o n connection plans. The newly configured connecting 
tracks would allow NS t r a f f i c t o move i n both d i r e c t i o n s over 
the e x i s t i n g Conrail mainline via Berea to "CP 190" at Rockport 
Yard and the Flats I n d u s t r i a l Track. From there, the t r a f f i c 
would move over a portion of the NS Cleveland Belt Line .o 
Cl o g g s v i l l e (NS Milepost B-185.50) where i t wouid return to the 
NS mainline. 

The m i t i g a t i o n project would include construction of a new 
connecting track and reconstruction and upgrading of the 7,5 
miles of secondary trackage between Conrail's Rockport Yard and 
Cl o g g s v i l l e . This element of the proposal involves the most 
s u b s t a n t i a l construction, i n c l u d i n g track, bridge and signal 
a c t i v i t y . These improve..lents would permit FS to operate t r a i n s 
over the "Cloggsville Connection", which includes no at-grade 
crossings, at a speed of 40 mph, except for 25 mph speed 
r e s t r i c t i o n s for curves i n the Rockport Yard area. 

The present Conrail l i n e from Berea to Vermilion i s a mix 
of at-grade and grade-separated crossings. The m i t i g a t i o n plan 
includes provisions for two a d d i t i o n a l grade separation 
p r o j e c t s . A grade-separated crossing over the e x i s t i n a track 
would be constructed at Front Street (Conrail Milepost 193.6) 
in Berea and at Fitch Street (Conrail Milepost 197.5) i n 
Olmsted F a l l s , Ohio. Based on a preliminary review by NS 
engineers, i t appears the Berea separation would need to 
involve both the NS and CSXT tracks at t h i s l ocation. NS w i l l 
seek to obtain the support of CSXT fo r t h i s proposed project. 

Highlights of the rer o u t i n g proposal, i f funded and 
approved, include: 

U t i l i z a t i o n of e x i s t i n g r a i l right-of-way. 
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Upgrading of track between C l o g g s v i l l e and CP190 
to main l i n e standards and a d d i t i o n of a second 
tr a c k . 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n or replacement of bridges over 
Clark Street and 65th Street and construction of 
a new double track bridge over Train Street. 
Provision of unrestricted clearance under the 
Dennison Ave. bridge. 
Construction of a new ramp at C l o g g s v i l l e to 
reduce the maximum gradient. 
Construction of a new interchange with Flats 
I n d u s t r i a l Railroad. 
I n s t a l l a t i o n of power switches and crossovers to 
f u l l y s ignalize the NS l i n e between Cloggsville 
and CP190. 
Const''uction of a new double track rout around 
Rockpjrt Yard. 
Reconfiguration of e x i s t i n g trackage to provide 
u n r e s t r i c t e d operation to and from the Conrail 
Chicago Line at CP190, each end of Rockport Yard 
and the Ford Assembly Yard. 
Construction of a two-lane overhead grade 
separation at Front Street i n Berea over the NS 
and CSXT tracks. 
Construction of a two-lane overhead grade 
separation at Fitch Street i n Olmsted Falls over 
NS tracks. 
Construction of a second connection at Vermilion 
( i . e . , changing the connection construction plan 
proposed i n the Application to include a double 
crossover) . 

In a d d i t i o n to the re-routing a l t e r n a t i v e , NS proposes to 
eliminate several unnecessary grade crossings i n Lakewood and 
to upgrade the remaining 17 at-giade public crossings along the 
c o r r i d o r from west of Cloggsville and on to Vermilion by 
i n s t a l l i n g automatic gates to suppiemen*: the e x i s t i n g flashing 
l i g h t s . NS also proposes to upgrade the Beaver Park Road at-
grade public crossing i n Lorain to include both flashing l i g h t s 
and gates. 



Elaine K. Kaiser 
November 25, 1997 
Page 7 

This grade crossing e f f o r t , p a r t i c u l a r l y m Lakewood, i s 
not new for NS. Indeed, NS began working in 1992 with the Ohio 
Department of Transportation, the Public U t i l i t i e s Commission 
of Ohio, the Ohio Rail Development Commission as well as the 
Ci t y of Lakewood to promote the Lakewood "Safety Corridor 
Project". The project was developed as a way to reduce the 
p o t e n t i a l for v e h i c l e / t r a i n c o l l i s i o n s w i t h i n Lakewood by 
closi n g twelve redundant grade crossings i n town and i n s t a l l i n g 
f l a s h i n g l i g h t s and gates at a l l remaining crossing? . In order 
to f a c i l i t a t e vehicular t r a f f i c , some new roads runiing 
p a r a l l e l to the tracks would be b u i l t (with attendant removal 
of crossings on some exxsting through s t r e e t s ) . Several dead­
end "T" streets would also be b u i l t . NS offered to donate land 
to the City for new roads. A l l funding would have been 
provided by NS and the State (through Federal Highway 
Administration state funds to improve grade crossing s a f e t y ) . 
In 1994, NS offered a new version of the Lakewood "Safety 
Corridor Project" which would have upgraded a l l grade 
crossings i n the City by i n s t a l l i n g f l ashing l i g h t s and gates 
and eliminated three redundant crossings. Lakewood rejected 
both proposals for improved r a i l safety, refusing both the 
closure of unnecessary grade crossings and the i n s t a l l a t i o n of 
automatic gates. 

NS continues to believe that both the elimination of a l l 
unnecessary grade crossings and the addition of automatic gates 
to supplement flashing l i g h t s at a l l remaining crossings (and 
i n one case, both f l a s h i n g l i g h t s end gates) i n t h i s c o r r i d o r 
(from west of Cl o g g s v i l l e on to Verm.ilion) is a prudent and 
appropriate safety measure. NS w i l l seek a l l available 
assistance from l o c a l , s tate and federal a u t h o r i t i e s to obtain 
the necessary support f o r t h i s important r a i l safety 
enhancement project. 

ANALYSIS OF THE NEW NS TRAFFIC REROUTING AND GRADE CROSSING 
PROPOSAL 

Rerouting p o s t - A r q u i s i t i o n t r a f f i c from the Vermilion to 
Cleveland NS t a i l l i n e segment means that the communities along 
the Lakewood corridor would experience on average no t r a m 
t r a f f i c increase beyond the 1997 current average as a r e s u l t of 
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the A c q u i s i t i o n , once c o n s t r u c t i o n of the a l t e r n a t i v e r o u t i n g 
i s completed. 

I m p l i c i t i n any plan t o r e r o u t e t r a f f i c from the West 
Shore c o r r i d o r i s an attendant i n c r e a s e i n t r a f f i c along the 
a l t e r n a t e r o u t e . The " C l o g g s v i l l e Connection" would e l i m i n a t e 
the p r o j e c t e d increase of 17 7 t r a i n s over present day (May, 
1997) t r a f f i c ; t h i s i s a r e d u c t i o n of 20.6 t r a i n s per day from 
the p r o j e c t i o n c a l c u l a t e d from the 1995 base case from the 
V e r m i l i o n t o Cleveland route t h a t pas.'.cs through fromi V e r m i l i o n 
through Lakewood and the other West Sho.e communities. This 
t r a f f i c would move over a l i n e t h a t c o n t a i n s no p u b l i c at-grade 
c r o s s i n g s from C l o g g s v i l l e t o CP 190, ard a t o t a l of 30 p u b l i c 
at-grade c r o s s i n g s between CF 190 and t t e proposed second 
V e r m i l i o n connection. The C l o g g s v i l l e Connection a l t e r n a t e 
r o u t e i s l o c a t e d i n a p r i m a r i l y i n d u s t r i . 3 1 , and les s densely 
r e s i d e n t i a l area. Also, there are app r o x i m a t e l y 32 grade 
separated crossings along t h i s h i g h l y t r a f f i c k e d r o u t e . 

The proposed r e - r o u t i n g would r e s u l t m t r a i n /olume 
incre a s e s beyond those described m the Operating Plc.n a t the 
f o l l o w i n g l o c a t i o n s : V e r m i l i o n t o CP 190 ( C o n r a i l m a i n l i n e ) , 
an a d d i t i o n a l 17.7 t r a i n s per day; and CP 190 t o C l o g g s v i l l e 
v i a Rockport Yard, a l s o an a d d i t i o n a l 17.7 t r a i n s per'day. 

Maps and drawings are attached as E x h i b i t s 1 t o 7 t o show 
bot h the p r o j e c t e d t r a i n volumes f o r the proposal i n c l u d e d m 
the O perating Plan and f o r the a l t e r n a t e p lan discussed h e r e i n . 
E x h i b i t 1 provides a schematic view o f the NS proposal f o r 
a d d i t i o n a l p o s t - A c q u i s i t i o n r a i l t r a f f i c through the West Shore 
c o r r i d o r and on t o V e r m i l i o n as de s c r i b e d i n both the NS 
Operating Plan and the Environmental Report. E x h i b i t 2 i s a 
schematic drawing of the proposed a l t e r n a t e r oute discussed 
h e r o i n . A d e t a i l e d map of the r a i l c o r r i d o r through Lakewood 
i s p r o v i d e d at E x h i b i t 3. A s i m i l a r map i s i n c l u d e d as E x h i b i t 
4 t o i n d i c a t e the l o c a t i o n of the proposed grade sep a r a t i o n s t o 
be cons:ructed at Front S t r e e t i n Berea and F i t c h S t r e e t i n 
Olmsted F a l l s . F i n a l l y , E x h i b i t s 5 and 6 are maps i n d i c a t i n g , 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , the l o c a t i o n of the NS proposal f o r the 
connection p r o j e c t at V e r m i l i o n d e s c r i b e d m the Environmental 
Report and the r e v i s e d proposal discussed h e r e i n . 
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Burns & McDonnell i s conducting an environmental analysis 
of t h i s NS proposal to reroute the a d d i t i o n a l post-Acquisition 
f r e i g h t r a i l t r a f f i c away from the West Shore to Vermilion 
c o r r i d o r . Upon completion of t h i s work, NS w i l l provide SEA 
and the t h i r d - p a r t y consultants with a copy of the w r i t t e n 
analysi s. 

FUNDING OF NS TRAFFIC REROUTING AND GRADE CROSSING PROPOSAL 

NS expects that both the rerouting project and the grade 
crossing closure and upgrade project w i i l q u a l i f y for federal 
and state funding. 

An "order o i magnitude" estimate of the cost of the 
proposal to reroute the increased NS r a i l t r a f f i c r e s u l t i n g 
from the proposed A c q u i s i t i o n i s $46,950,000. This includes 
approximately $24,350,000 to upgrade the e x i s t i n g Conrail track 
from CP 190 t o Cl o g g s v i l l e , $14,000,000 to construct the grade 
separation at Front Street i n Berea, $5,600,000 to construct 
the grade separation at Fitch Street i n Olmsted Falls and 
$3,000,000 to construct the second connection at Vermilion. NS 
estimates the cost of upgrading the West Shore to Vermilion a t -
grade p u b l i c crossings to be approximately $2,300,000. The 
cost of c l o s i n g redundant at-grade crossings i n Lakewood has 
not been c a l c u l a t e d as i t i s dependent upon the l o c a t i o n and 
number of such crossings to be eliminated. NS proposes that 
discussions wi t h l o c a l and state o f f i c i a l s be renewed to 
determine which of the grade crossings m the City are 
appropriate for closure and which should be upgraded to include 
both f l a s h i n g l i g h t s and gates. 

Both p r o j e c t s w i l l require not only p o l i t i c a l and 
regulatory support from the federal government, the State of 
Ohio, and l o c a l o f f i c i a l s but the commitment of public funding 
for these important safety-enhancing projects. To that end, NS 
w i l l seek a l l a v a i l a b l e assistance from l o c a l , state and 
federal a u t h o r i t i e s to obtain the necessary funding to permit 
these p r o j e c t s to go forward to construction. Rerouting of the 
increased p o s t - A c q u i s i t i o n r a i l t r a f f i c from the Lakewooo 
corridor would take place upon completion of the proposed 
rerouting c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t . 



Elaine K. Kaiser 
Nove.mber 25, 1997 
Page 10 

The proposed r e r o u t i n g m i t i g a t i o n project i s made f u l l y 
contingent upon securing such public financing and support. 

Sincerely, 

Bruno Maestri 
System Director 
Environmental Protection 



Existing Conditions 
(Freight Only) 

Exhibit 1 



Proposed "Alternate" Route 
(Freight Only) 

Exhibit 2 
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Septerr^ber <l, 1997 

Mr Carmen Gilono 
DeLeuw, Gather h Company 
1133 15" Streei, N W. 
Washinqton. DC 20005 

Department of Trade and Development 

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT 
REC'D: .yg./^yA^ 
DOCUMENT # ' ?3 fnn 

RE: Finance Docket No. 333S8 - CSX and tvlorfotk Southem Contro! and Acquisition 
Conrdi!. Agency Consultation on Constructions 

Dear Mr. GiloTte: 

Steve McClary asked me to respond on behalf of the City of Columbus Planning Division 
to the requesi made by the Surlace Iransportation [Sard 's Section of Environmental 
Arkaiysis for our review of the location and extent of proposed rail hne segment construction 
in Coumbus. 

Tne segmer.l ol rail iine identified in Columbus is located in a developed urban comdor 
between 1-71. a major north-south highway, and an established neighborhood known as 
Clinionvillc. While the Columbus Conr.prehensivc' Plan does not identify or rew^mmerid 
specilic land uses, it doos provide general informat'on on the location arwl charadcr cf 
re3idential neighbortv>ods According to the Columbus Comprehensive Plan, lhe 
neighborhood west of tlte subject segment of rail line is comprised of medium to large 
single-family homos built from thc late 1800s to the early ISOOa. Additionally, there may 
bo duplexes and apartments on the edges of the community. 

Thc zoning m this area includes manutaclunng uses east of the rail line, beiwoen the rail 
iine aryj the highway, and single-family residential u.ses aksng the wes1 side of lh»e rail line 
One notable feature along this segmeni of rail Uns is the Glen Echo Ravine. This ravine 
extencs eastward through the neighbornood to thc rail line, and includes a neighDortiood 
park. 

The proposed rail line segmeni c-.nstrudion is within an oxisting and active rail corridor 
As such, it IS rccognizetl in and consistent with the Columbus Comprehensive Pian. 
Further, the proposed construction does not appear to create any inconsistent land uses 
or zoning designations in the subject area 

Finally, there are no pnme ngnculturdl lands in this area, and the proposed construction is 
not wilhin a designated coast.ai zone. 

ITvar k you lor pioviding this opportunity for us to review and give input to the proposed rail 
line constaiction If you have any quest.o.v:, or if you require addrtional information please 
coniact me at (614) 64b 8635. 

Sincerely, 

Deneen M DeRodes, AICP 
L Ona Ranno Pi-jnr>/^r 
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City of Sidney 
^ n t Via Facsimile 
August 26, 1997 

DOCUMENT 

Mr. Carmen Giloitf^ 
DeLeuw, Gather <̂  Company 
1133 15th Slrect.N.W. 
Washingson, DC 20005 

V * • . . . . . ^ 

Dear Mr. Gilone: 

I have rcvievv-ed the raaps and project description ofthe proposed rail line cormruUion in Sidney. My 
review of this propow^i project finds the following: 

la. The future'li'jid use plar, classification for the « w of new construction projects public/semi-
public Lst>d u.scs. 

lb. The area adj jceat to the proposed coostrudioa project LS the Cit/s cemctcî r and police shooting 
range. The shooting range will be relocated to accommodate this projrct. While there are 
residential uses to west, they arc buflercd from the construction project by thc lormer Miami-
Erie Feeder Canal. 

2. ITje proposed project sit-: is presently occupied by th^ City's police shooting range. I am not 
aware of any potential etfect the proposed rail line would have on prune agricultural laads. 

3. This proposed proiect site is not located v,-iihin a designated coastal rone. 

It is Tberefoie my opinion that thc proposed rail line segraeot construction is consistent with thc Cily of 
Sidney future land-use plan and map 

I hope thus information is useful. Should yo"! have any questions or need additH>nal infomiation, please 
contact rae at (93 7) 498-X131. 

Planning Coordinator 

Municipal Build.ng, 201 West ^- lar Sl.. Sidney, Ohio 45365-2781 
PhtJne 93>-40S.2_T: Fax 937^98^119 
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CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT 
REC'D: /C/^JAV 
DOCUMENTS W f ^ / / ? ^ 7 K ^ O u n t , y o f E r i e 

OeNNIS T. OORSKl 

D E P A R T M E M T g ^ ^ ^ p g M ^ g ^ N O PLANNING 

mcHAwa u . o e t s raNLfY J J C E V B * 

Carmer Gilotte 
DeLeuw , Gather & Company 
1133 15th Sb-eetN W. 
Washington, b-C. 20005 

-"• ' Re: Finance Docket No. 3:388 
CSX.'Norfolk Southcm'Conraii 

Dear Mr. Gilotte: 

In response to your request for informatio'i on thc abovc-refcrcnced item regarding proposed 
new rail construction at the Blasdell and Gardenville Junction sites: 

1 The TovsTi of VX'est Seneca (Gardenville site) identifies this areji ' eneral Manufacturing" in 
Its 1963 Master Plan. The site is now zoned M-2 (General Manufacturing). According to the 
Eric County' Soils Survey, the site contains Niagara silt loam, which is a prime agricultural 
soil; however, there i? no current agricultural activity within one-half mile ofthe site. The 
proposed action present no inconsistencies 'Aith future land use planj. 

2 The Village of Blasdell has zoned the area M l (Manufacturing). The site contains urban soil; 
no prime agricultural soils are present. The proposed action presents no inconsistencies with 
future land use plans. Please be advised, however, that Lake Avenue is a county highway; any 
plans affecting Lake Avenue must bc reviewed and accepted by the Erie County Department of 
Public Works (John C. Loflrcdo, Commissioner; 716-858-8306). 

If you have any furtiier questions, please call mc at 716-858-6086. 

VeryJruk' yfurs. 

MICHAEL J. KJIASNER, AICP 
Senior Planner 

MJK:es 

cc: Stanley Keysa 
John Loffredo 

rajkSSi 

EBI£COU^fTYOFPJCEBU!U3tNa. 95 fTUNKLW STREET, BU«F»-0 YOflK (7,6) «5»4I390 FAX (716) «S»-ra<8 
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(ftfftit ot tilt crhairman 

Surface SranBportatinn Uoarb <1 X —•^-^j'y^]?' 
aiaaljitigton. fi.(t. 2D423-D001 -.7 J-^ :> 6 & 

Cfi':<'n^i/:^.f7^lJ 

February 10, 1998 

The Honorable Madeline A. Cain 
Mayor 
City of Lakewood 
12650 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and NorfolV Southem -- Control and 
Acquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Mayor Cain: 

^'our letter to President Clinton dated October . 1997. has been forwarded to me for 
further response. !n your letter, you express your concems aboul the potential negative impacts 
on Lakewooo from the proposal by Norfolk Southem and CSX to acquire Conrail, and enclcse a 
copy of the Lakewood City Council resolution regarding that proposal. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an cn\ ironmental review of the poiential environmental impacts associated w ith the 
proposed Conrail acquisition and will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). As part 
of its environmental rc\ iew, SEA w ill address several environmental impact areas, including 
safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air quality, noise, biological resources, water 
resources, environ.;iental justice, and ciiltxiral and histonc resources. In analyzing potential 
safety impacts, SEA will consider accident nsk and vehicular delay at grade crossings. 

The LIS also will present an analysis of the increased probability of derailments and 
releases of Iwardous matenals due to increased train traffic. Further, SE.A will examine local 
truck traffic increases attnbutable to increas':vi intermodal activities, and safety issues associated 
w ith the integration of differing raii operating systems and procedures. In addition, SEA will 
address potential impacts on emergency response capability because of vehicular delays at rail 
grade crossings due to increases in rail-related operations as a result of the proposed Conrail 
acquisition. SEA is fully aware that these and other issues are of major concem to the residents 
ofthe Lakewood area. 

Under thc current procedural schedule adopted by the Board, SEA issued the Draft EIS 
on December 12, 1997, thc public review iuid comment penod ended on February 2, and the staff 
is currently evaluating those comments. After conducting an independent environmental 
analysis, review ing all environmental information available to date, consulting w ith appropriate 



agencies, and fully considering all public comments, SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final 
EIS for consideration by the Board. In its final decision, the Board w ill consider the entire 
environmental record, including all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. The 
Board will issue its final written decision in July 1998. 

I am having your letter and my response placed in the public docket for this proceeding. 
If you have additional questions conceming the environmental review process, please contact 
Mike Dalton, SEA Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition EIS, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

-2-



5/ -.B.̂ ^ 

December 2, 1997 

O J- cn 
The Honorable Madeline A. Cain ^ sc 5 
Mayor of Lakewi^oa - - ~ ^ 
126 50 D e t r o i t Avenue ' ' 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

rt 

Dear Madeline: 
- .1 

* Thenk you f o r forwarding the copy ^ _o 3 
of the Lakewood City Council r e s o l u t i o n ^ * 
regarding p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t s of expanded 
f r e i g h t r a i l service. I recognize the 
importance of the safety issues you have 
ou t l i n e d . 

As a ifiatter of general p o l i c y , the 
White House does no^ intercede i n ongoing 
proceedings of the Surface Transportation 
Board. I have forwarded your l e t t e r and 
r e s o l u t i o n to the board f o r appropriate 
considerat ion. 

Thanks ag^^in f o r w r i t i n g . 

Sincerely, 

3C/LIJ/RSM/RLM/DWB/bws-lynn-ckb 
(Corres. #3726882) (ll.cain.ma) 

cc: ICA, 10 6 OEOB — 
cc : w/inc Surface TrSitisportdtion Board 



12650 DETROIT AVENUE • 44107 • 21&'529-6600 • FAX 216/521-1379 

• • • lADELINE A C A I N 
M A Y O R 

October 7. 1W7 
BY ( LRTIFIHD I 

l he lloncuahic W'illiaiii .1 ( liiildn 
I 'nitcd StaIc^ I'rcsiclciil 

I hc White 1 l(Mise 
1600 l»ciiiis>lvania Ave. NW 
Waslmmton. IK' 20300 

Dear Mr. President: 

I nder cover of this lellcr. I .iiii Milinunmu t it\ o i l akewood. Ohio KcMihilion 7251-̂ )7 for vour 
consideration and endorsement. I iTrriesoliiiion calls your attention to critical puhiic >atety concerns we 
have regarding an application tiled with the I .T Surface Iransportation Moard b\ Nortolk Southern 
kailioad. STh f inance Docket No 3.v>8S is a plan we urge you to oppose in its current fonn because of 
specific adverse impacts it u i l l have on our city and region. This plan has lifc-and-death implications for 
l.akewood. which has a population density of nearly 1 1.000 residents per square mile. Nortolk Smithern 
plans to triple liie number ot treiuht trains running through l.akewood to or more trains per day. cutting 
otf and delaving our tire, police and medical emergency response teams from their urgent destinations. 

If the Surtace I rarispurtalu n Hoard approves the current pian. our city's abilitv lo tii.iclv and effectively 
respond to tire, safelv. crime and medical emergencies will be crippled significantly, putting our population 
of 60.000 at an unreasonable and uiKiccepiable risk, especiallv our nearlv 10.000 schoi<lchildren and our 
signillcant senior citi/en pi>pulation. 

1 unhennore the railroads plan triples the likelihood of sccnaru s that could mandate the evacuation ofour 
city's entire population (based upon L.S. Department of Iransportation guidelines on ha/.ardt>us materials) 
while at lhe same nine cutting off ccmrdinated evacuation assistance to at-risk areas, and timely escape 
routes lor residents and manv schools impacted by rail-related or natural disasters. 

On beiialt ol the (itv ct I akewv .'d. liic ( itv ( ouncil ot l.akewood. it-, businesses, emplovees and residents 
of all a.ues. l.ask. Mr I'icsider;}. th.it vou endorse our resolution and v igoi usiv rnake vour oppi>sition to this 
part of Norfolk Southern s plan known to the Surtace I lanspurt.ntion Hoard, as it advcrsclv impacts the 
public satetv ol the ( itv ot I .ikewood. State of Ohio 

Kcipectlullv suiiimttcd 

.\ladciiiK- A ( am 

.Mavor 



RESOI.I.TION No. 7251 -97 BN" Boscia, Corr igan. Flannery, 
George, Roth, Seelie, Snich 

.A RESOLUTION to the Presiaent ot' the L'niied States, the rede.'ai Surlace 
Transportation 3oarQ i"^TEV'\ local memce.-s or'the L'.nuea States Congiess. the Govemor ot 
(3hio. the Ohio Xaii Development Commission ina otner oca! oitlciais urging -Jie rejection o: 
Norfolk Southem ("Nort'olk"") and CSX Corporauon . current prooosai tor acquisiuon ana 
oJlocation of Lhe assets of Conraii. Inc. 

WHEREVS. Nortoik and CSX Corporation ire cunrently proposing icauismon and 
allocation of the 3S3e'.s of Corxaii. ana pian to tnple the -.ti.T.ber of freignt trams oinning throt'gh 
Lakewood ana other Westshore Communities: ana 

WHERE-VS. the proposal will be )rought before tne STB in June. 1998, for approval. 

and 

WHERL'XS. Lakewood has rvventy -seven grac?* crossmgs n three miles and oniy one 
anderpass whereby travelers may cross the City in i North-South direction without tail 
mtermpuon; and 

WHERE.AS. as Lakewood is ±e most de.Tseiv populated commumT>' berween New 
York and Chicago, any mcrease in daily rreight tram 'ose .vould creaie senous health and saietv-
concems and nsks for the residents ofthe City of Lake'.vood 'DV sigmtlcantiy mtert'errng wiih the 
abiiiry of Lakewrod Hospital, its ambulances and pa.ramedic squads, to directly and timeiy 
respond to medical emergencies trom any and all causes, whereby mmutes in response time can 
often m •'Ji Lhe difference berween life and dea±; and 

WHEREAS, any increase in dailv freight trams will iniertere with the ability of 
Lakewood's police and tire saietv- forces to directly and ameiy respond to fires, cnme and 
aaniral disasters; and 

WHEREAS, any increase ;n daily treight trams --viil adversely unpact the ability ol ail 
tv-pes of coorainaied eme.'gency response teams between l.akewood and other Westshore 
Communities to tsesi use each others' medical tacilities ind tire ana police forces ?nd equipment 
in a predictable and amely fashion; and 

WHEREAS, the potential increases in ±e transportmg of nazardous matenals raises 
gra- e concerns for health and saietv- in thc event of a denuimenL wnich would necessitaie the 
evacuanon ot residents of Lakewood within 2 to -i miies of thc tiam tracks, an area that 
encompasses the ennre City of Lakewood. and 

WHERE.AS. as a community of neighboihood schools m which the maionry ot 
Lakewood'i .̂000 pre-school and school-aged childr.-r. waik to their school, .iny increase of 
treignt trams mcreaacs the nsk to our school chiidren: anc 

WHERE.AS. on increase :n daiiy t'reignt trains .vould creaie environmental concems due 
to signillcaniiv elevated levels of noise ana air pollution; and 

WHERE.AS. inv increase in treignt trains Aiii increase venicuiar and pedestnan 
congestion, strangle its commercial iiealth ana generally lower the quality of iife in our 
Community; and 

WHERE.AS. the Norfoik-v)wnca and operates Cleveixid-'̂ 'ermiiion line bisects the 
hean of Lakewiwd's densely populated residential neigi-.t-ornocKls. and 



WHERE.\S. anv ncease :n freight rain"- viil >everei\ restnct traiTic movements and 
congest traffic on aumerous residential streets, thereby isoiaiing the r.orr.nem resideniiai areas 
from LaKC'.vooa'j southe.-n commercial areas and dow mown; and 

WHERE.AS. tne present proposal betore the STB .T.eans the acandonme.".t of pians to 
introduce commuter rail ser.-ice to tne Westsnore Communmes. a r̂eat loss to LaKCwood m 
terms of t;osit;ve economic development and inproved regiCiiai transponation; ana 

WHEREAS, the Ciues of Lakewood. Bay Village and Rocky Rjver have tiled i notice 
of intent to participai'; wm the STB so that thev may become 'Panics or Recora". 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF LAKEW(X)D. STATE OF OHIO: 

Section 1. Tnat the Council of the City of Lakewood, Ohio opposes the 
currently proposed acquisition and allocation of the assets of Conraii by Nonblk and CSX 
Corporauon that would increase rail traffic threefold on the C'eveiand. Ohio to Vermiiion. Ohio 
lire, "diereby creanng senous health ana sai'ery concems and nsks for thc residents ofthe Ciry of 
Lakewood and other Westshore Commu.Tines. 

Section I . That Council urges citizens ofthe City of Lakewood to suppon their 
elTorts ;r. opposiuon by forwarding ierters of concem to the Sunace Transportation Board. 
Secaon oi Environmental .-Analysis 1SE.A1, 1925 K Street, .N.W , Wasmngton. D.C. 20423. ui an 
etTon to ' ve these concera."! incorporaied into the final -/ersion of thc Eavironmentai Impaa 
Statement -f/hich wll be considered by the STB pnor to its tinal decision. 

Section 3. That the Clerk of Council be and ;» hereby authorized and directed 
to submit a certified copy of this Resoluuon to the President if the Umted Stales, the Surface 
Transponanon Board, Senator Michael DeWine. Senator John Glenn, Congressman Dennis J. 
.•Cucmich. Congressman Sherrod Brown, Govemor George V. Vomovich. the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission, State Senator Pamck Sweeney. State Representanve Dan Brady, ihe 
Cuyahoga County Commissioners. NOAC.-A, RTA. the Regional Pianmng Commission the City 
of .Avon Lake, the Ciry of Bay Village, the City of Rocky River, and the City of Westlake. and 
that a copy of this Resoluuon be spread upon the minutes of the meetirg. 

Adopted; 
PRESIDENT 

Approved 

CLERK 

JMAYOR 
I/: 

PFW/mmu 

; HEREBY CERTIFY THIS RESOLUTION 
NO. ^ > ^'1 TO BE A TRUE ZOi>\ 
OF THE ORIGINAL 



WHERE.\S. any increase :n t'reight -jams -.viil severely restnct traific movements and 
congest traffic on numerous residential streets, thereoy isolating the non.hem residential areas 
from La>.e'.vood's southem commercial areas and downtown; and 

WHERE.AS. the present proposal before the STB means the abandonment of pians to 
in'roduce :ommuter rail service to the W :̂'-hore C)mmunities. i great loss tc Lake'.vood m 
terms of posiuve economic development and .mprovcd .'egional uansponation; and 

WHEREAS, the Ciues of Lakewood. Bay Village and Rocky River have tiled a notice 
of intent to panicipate wit'i the STB so that thtv may become "Panics ot Record", 

3E IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF LAK£WO(30, STATE Omo: 

Section 1. That the Council of the City of Lalcawood. Ohio opposes the 
currently proposed acquisition and allocation of the assets of Conrtui by Nort'oik and CSX 
Corporanon that would increase rail traffic threefold on the Geveiana. Ohio to Vnmilion, Ohio 
line, thereby creanng senous health and safcry concems and nsks for the .-̂ idents ofthe City of 
Lakewood and other Westshore Communmes. 

Section 2. That Council urges citizens of the City of Lakewood to suppon their 
efTorts in opposition by fo."warding letters of concem to iie Surface rransprtanon Board. 
Secuon ot Environmental .Jmaiysis |S£,A), '.925 K Street, N.W , Washmgton. D C. 20423. m an 
effort to 'nave these concems incorporaied into thc final version of the EnvuDnmental Impaa 
Statement which will be considered by the STB prior to its final decision. 

Section 3 That the Clerk of Council be and is hereby authorized and directed 
to submit a cerafied copv of this Resoluuon to the President of the United States, the Surface 
Transponanon Board, Senator Michael DeWine, Senaior John Glenn, Congressman Dennis J. 
Kucinich. Congressman Sherrod Brown. Govemor (jeorge V. Vomovich, the Ohio Rail 
Development Commission, citaie 'Senator Pamck Sweeney, State Representanve Dan Brady, the 
Cuyahoga County Commissioners. NOACA, RTA, the Regional Pianmng Commission, the City 
of .Avon Lake, the City of Bay Village, the City of Rocky River, and the City of Westlake. and 
that a copy of this Resolunon bc spread upon thc minutes ofthe meetmg. 

Adopted; 
PRESIDENT 

Approved; 
JMAYOR 

\7-

PFW/mmu 

! HEREBY CERTIFY THIS RESOLUTION 
NO. '-^ T '̂"1 TO BE A TRU£ CQP> 
OF THE ORIGINAL 

'-r.̂ • 
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OHIOCAWl- CORRIDOR 

Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
Washington. DC 20423 

Dear Ms. Kaiser. 
January 30. 1998 

I am writmg on behalf of Ohio Canal Corridor, a grassroots non-profit 
organization whose mission is to develop the Ohio & Erie Caiia! National Heritage 
Comdor from Cleveland to Zoar, Ohio. The prime area of our concem hes in Cuyahoga 
County; as such. I will Umit my comments to this area. 

As it cxmcems the proposed merga, Ohio Canal Corridor is worried that 
increased train traffic would ehminate a beneficial communifv project in the 
Broadway AVamer/Tumey area. There, the rail track is aligned alongside the 45 foot Mill 
Creek Waterfall. A community plan illustrates an qpportunirv to rediscova the waterfall 
by providing access with a trail to a nearby metropohtan'park. Garfield Park. The 
comriumr̂ , plan depias direct access along the train comdor to a series of decks and 
plat;'orms from which the public could view the falls. 

This same plan shows a commuter train stop near thc Broadwayn"umey 
Litersection. Since the falls is expected to be a prime destination attraction in our evolvmg 
national heritage corridor, the rail hnk would allow easy and practical access to it and the 
park system. 

The Mill Creek Waterfall represents the center of early settlement in Cleveland. 
Before the construction of tbe canal, more people lived here than in the city of Gevelaiid. 

A second concern involves opportumties gained through a merger and centers on 
the extension of the Cuyahoga Valley Scenic Raih-oad from its current northem end point 
at Rockside Rd. to Tower City m Qeveland's Flats. A merger deal that results in surplus 
trackage from Rockside Rd. through LTV to Tower City would enable the Scenic 
Railroad to complete a downtown Cleveland connection. This conneaion is vital to the 
growth of the Scenic Railroad and to the fulfillment of its mission as the only scenic 
raikoad m Amenca to link to the urban center of a majw city. 

Any merger of this proportion is laced with pains of change. It is my hope that 
any agreements reached will look to further community projects that add to the quality of 
lile, while mitigating to highest degree possible the issues of noise and au- qualir;. 

Sincerdv, ps.,̂  

Tim>Dono\ an---^ 
tor 

s i \ r r 
Tun Donovan 

Dirtctor 

PO B()x6(m.'0 Ovelapil Ohio 44 . (216)348-182.5 (216) :UH-1832 Fax 
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REPLY 10 
ATTENTION OF 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
BUFFALO DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

1776 NIAGARA STREET 
BUFFALO. NEW YORK 14207-3199 

January 28, 1998 

ENViROf-Ŝ -̂ ENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

R e y u l a t o r y Branch 

SUBJECT: Department of the Army Processing No. 98-493-0001(1); 
oTB Finance Docket No. 33338 
Statement, "Proposed C o n r a i l 

D r a f t Environmental Impact 
A c q u i s i t i o n " ^ - - ^ i — s - ^ 

O f f i c e of the Secre t a r y 
STB Finance Docket No. 5 33 88 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K S t r e e t , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Dear Ms. Ka i s e r : 

This i s i n r e f e r e n c e t o the D r a f t Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) r e c e i v e d by t h i s o f f i c e on January 2, 1998 
e n t i t l e d "Proposed C o n r a i l A c q u i s i t i o n . " The t r a n s m i t t a l 
requested ccmments p r i o r t o February 2, 1998. 

1 have reviewed the DEIS w i t h r e g a r d t o p o t e n t i a l impacts t o 
waters of the U n i t e d States w i t h i n t h e B u f f a l o D i s t r i c t . E i g h t 
p r o j e c t s were i d e n t i f i e d f o r which Department of the Army 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n would p o t e n t i a l l y bc 
i n c l u d e t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

r e q u i r e d . These pronects 

New York: 

- G a r d e n v i l l e J u n c t i o n C o n s t r u c t i o n 
- B l a s d e l l Connection ( E r i e County 

( E r i e County, NY) 
NY) 

Ohio 

Collinwood New Inte r m o d a l F a c i l i t y (Cuyahoga County, 
OH) 
Oak Harbor Connection (Ottawa County, OH) 
W i l l a r d F u e l i n g F a c i l i t y (Huron County, OH) 
V e r m i l i o n Connection ( E r i e County, OH) 
Abandonment: Toledo t o Maumee 
Abandonment: Toledo P i v o t Bridge 

I n each of these p r o j e c t s , the pr o p o s a l would e i t h e r 
d i r e c t l y impact a water c f the U n i t e d States or p o t e n t i a l l y 
impact a water of the U n i t e d States. The DEIS c o r r e c t l y 
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Regulatory Branch 
SUBJECT: Department of the Army Processing No. 98-493-0001(1) ; STB 
Finance Docket No. 33388; D r a f t Environmental Impact Statement, 
"Proposed C o n r a i l A c q u i s i t i o n " 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t Department of the Army a u t h o r i z a t i o n would be 
r e q u i r e d f o r the placement of f i l l m a t e r i a l i n t o a water of the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . The B u f f a l o D i s t r i c t s t r o n g l y encourages f u r t h e r 
c o o r d i n a t i o n w i t h t h i s o f f i c e p r i o r t o c o n s t r u c t i o n o f any of the 
c i t e d p r o j e c t s . 

Questions p e r t a i n i n g t o t h i s m a tter should be d i r e c t e d t o me 
a t (716) 879-43 14, by w r i t i n g t o the f o l l o w i n g address: U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, 1776 Niagara S t r e e t , B u f f a l o , New York 
14207-3199, or by e-mail a t : Steven.V.Metivier@usace.array.mil 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Steven V. M e t i v i e r 
B i o l o g i s t 
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Mel CarnaiSan 
Governor 

Richard A Hanson 

Cormriissionet 

State of M issour i 

O F F I C E O F A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Post Off ice Box 809 
Jef ferson City 

fifi102 

January 20, 1998 

Stan Perovich 
Director 

Division of General Services 

O f f i c e of the Secr e t a r y 
Case C o n t r o l U n i t 
Finance Docket No. 33388 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K S t r e e t , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20423-UOOl 

A t t e n t i o n : E l a i n e K. Kaiser 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

Subject: 97120047 - D r a f t Environmental Impact Statement 
Proposed C o n r a i l A c q u i s i t i o n 

[Finance Docket No. 33388] 

The M i s s o u r i Federal Assistance Clearinghouse, i n co o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h s t a t e and l o c a l agencies i n t e r e s t e d or p o s s i b l y a f f e c t e d , 
has completed the review on the above p r o j e c t a o p l i c a t i o n . 

None of the agencies i n v o l v e d i n the review had comments or 
recommendations to o f f e r at t h i s time. This concludes the 
Clearinghouse's review. 

A copy o f t h i s l e t t e r i s t o be attached t o the a p p l i c a t i o n 
as evidence o f compliance w i t h the State Clearinghouse 
requ Lreinen t s . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

LP: cm 
DOCUMENT 

Loir's Pohl, Coordinator 
M i s s o u r i Clearinghouse 
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Ja\uary 25, 1998 

Elaine K. Kai.= er 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, D-. 20423-0001 

Dear Ms. Kaiser 

I air w r i t i n g i n reference to the proposed a c q u i s i t i o n of the 
Conrail l i n e s that run through our comrr.unity (Vermilion, OK; by 
CSX and Norfolk and Southern Railroads. 

I t i s my understanding that t h i s a c q u i s i t i o n would increase the 
t r a f f i c on these tracks that run adiacent to Lake Erie. I t i s my 
opinion t h a t allowing t h i s merger would be very devastating not 
j u s t ^'ermilion, but to the e n t i r e state of Ohio. Lake Erie i s 
the greatest natural asset t h a t t h i s s t ate has. The current r a i l 
t r a f f i c already l i m i t s the a b i l i t y to develop along Lake Erie. 
The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of hazardous waste r i s k s contamination of the 
lake (as demonstrated w i t h the major derailment of a t r a i n j u s t 
l a s t summer j u s t feet away from Sandusky Bay). 

You have heard the concerns aoout the safety issues for the 
communities l i k e Vermilion, but the issue i s much larger. Lake 
Erie i s an asset that belongs to the e n t i r e state (and to some 
degree the e n t i r e country). Instead of considering something 
that could possibly endanger the future of such a valuable asset, 
you should be considering the use of eminent domain to acquire 
the tracks for use by passenger r a i l , enhancing access to Lake 
Erie, aad increasing i t ' s value. 

Take steps to save Lake Erie for future generations, don't put 
i t at risk. 

Sincerely, y-i 

Bob Higley 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT U l Pirn 

1292 I rench Avenue 
Lakewood. OH 44107 

Januar) 29. 1998 

U.S. Surface Transportation Board 
Atm: SHA - Finance Docket v>,>88 
.925 'K" Street. NW 
Washington. IX" 20423 

To whom it i i ia\ C(^>IICCMI 

I atn writing to express; my concerns regarding thc NS-CSX Proposal now before the I'ederal Surface 
Transportation Buard in Washington, on l.akewood, Ohio. 

As I have written before. I strongK disagree with tliis proposal for all ofthe reasons you have already 
heard. 

I have some questions I would like ansv^crcd which arc listed below: 

1.) \\ l i \ is It that lictwccn 2 OOam and .v 15ain of Januarv 28th (I guess that would make that 
the 29th). five trains came through '.akewood? Three pounded thutugh between 2:0'j and 
2:30am and the other two between 2:.'̂ 0 and I 5am I hat's too man> trains!!! We didn't 
sleep the ri'si oi the night! 

2) How many trains arc |.crmitted to go through l.akewood at night'.' 

3) Ilow main trams arc permitted to go through I akewood during a 24 hour period? 

4) W h\ isn't there a luiiit as to how much tram traffic is permitted after midnight'.' 

5) \\ h\ arent residents of all communities imoKed allowed to vote on these issues? 

6) W oulo anvone from the board like to sp^nd an c\cnmg at m> home so that \ou would have an 
opportunit_\ to trui\ uiuicistaiui our dilemma'.' 

Please do not send mc a gcncr.il letter. I would like nn questions answered. I f l sound angry - I am. I 
am considering seeking legal counsel. 

Sincen 

c: Mayor Madeline A. Cam .Mepheii \\ 1 it/GeralJ 
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I M o r t h C e n t : r a l F l o r i d a 

a o o s NW e7 P L A C E , S U I T E A , O A I N E S V I L L E , F L O R I D A a e e s a - i B o a 
OSS) gss-saoo S U N C O M sss-ason F A X t3SS) sss-ssos 

Jan-.dry 29. 1998 

hiainc K. Kaiser. Fnvironmcntal Project Director'. 
Surlace Transportation Doard 
Section of llnvironnicnial Analysis 
1925 K Street 
Washinuton. DC 2042.1-0001 

RE: Surface 1 ransportation Board - Finance Docket No. 33iS ?̂ - CSX and Norfolk Southern 
Control and Acquisition - Conraii: Draft [:n\ ironmental Impact Statement 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

The North Central Florida Regional Planning Council functions as the Regional Clearinghouse 
for Planning District III as designated bv the State of Florida pursuant to Presidential 'Executive 
Order 12372. 

The following comment is submitted on the aboN e-referenced item in accordance with State 
Clearinghou.se procedures. 

The North Cenlral Florida Regional Planning Council has no comment on this item. 

Comments on this item were requested by the Council from 28 local govemments located within 
thc region. No comments on this item were recei\ ed by the Council from any of tnese local 
governments. Please do not hesitate to call i f you have any questions concerning this matter. 

Sincerely, 

/ I / 
Ste\'en Dopp 
Senior Planner ENVIRONMENTAL 

DOCUMENT 

Serv,nti Plo. uia's Suwannee \alley 
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STE.VART r REIO 
MAVOR 

l O S A N N E SHALF 
VICE MAYOR 

T. S. H E R B t . l T Vl l 
COU^CIL^•EMBER 

FRANKLIN D JACKSON 
COUNCILMEMBER 

TOWN OF ASHLAND 
101 THOMPSON STREET 

P.O BOX 1600. ASHLAND. VIRGINIA 23005-4500 
TELEPHONE: (804) 798 9219 

FAX: (804) 798-4892 

DOCUMENT 
January 27, 1998 

JOHN W NEWELL 
COUSriLMEMBER 

DAVID W. REYNAL 
TOWN MANAGER 

ELIZABETH C KENNON 
CLERK o r COUNCIL 

LARRY E GILMAN 
TOWN ATTORNEY 

Office of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Finance Docket No 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE Draft Envirori.Tiental Impact Statennent 
Proposed Conrail Acquisition" 

Dear Sir or Madam 

I am wnting on behaif of the Council of the Town of Ashland Virginia We have 
reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement ( EIS ) for the Proposed Conrail 
Acquisition and have the following comments 

1 The analysis of passenger rail service does not show Ashland among those 
localities with AMTRAK service (Volume 3-B Page VA-14) although we currently have 
eight passenger trains with regular stops in Ashland The Town of Ashland has ,ong 
been a strong supporter of AMTRAK services 9nd ridership at this stop has increased 
significantly over the past several years We believe that the acquisition of Conrail 
should not in any way impede the continued potential for growth of AMTRAK services 
in this area This is a concern in view of *ho projected increase in length of freight 
trains 

2 England Street in Ashland (identified as England Street in Hanover County on 
Segment No C-102 on Table 5-VA-7 ^Revised)) is the major east-west roadway in this 
area This major highway carries a significant amount of traffic within the community 
and provides a critical transportation IIHK to western Hanover It appears that the EIS 
uses erroneous information with regard to the present condition at England Street and 
therefore doeo not provide an accurate picture of the effect of the Conrail 



Surface Transportation Board 
Finance Docket No 33388 
January 27, 1998 
Page two of four 

acquisition It is understood that the Supplemental Errata dated January 21. 1998 
shows a reduction in the Average Delay per Vehicle (and thereby improved Levels of 
Service) in both Pre-Acquisition and Post-Acquisition conditions However, the Table 
still shows a vehicle count (ADT) of 7,775 at the England Street crossing Two traffic 
counts from the Virginia Department of Transportation 'aken within th'ee blocks in 
either direction from the tracks in 1995 show daily volumes of 9 654 and 16,549 
vehicles Given the road network in the area, the high;- number is probably the more 
accurate reflection of crossings at the tracks We believe that the actual vehicle count 
at the England Street crossing is therefore at least twenty-four percent and as much as 
two hundred thirteen percent higher than indicated in the EIS The EIS also shows 
tram speeds at this point of 50 mile per hour when they are in fact, either 35 or 45 mph 
depending on the time of day Additionally in a letter to the Town in 1997. CSX made 
a commitment to maintain these speeds through Ashland for the foreseeable future" 
Based on Ihe erroneous information, the Average Delay ( ADV) is calculated to be 
3.35 minutes Pre-Acquisition (4 9 minutes Post-Acquisition) and a Level of Service for 
crossing vehicles of A for both Pre- and Post-Acquisition conditions We believe that 
using more accurate data for this location may reduce the Level of Service to 
unacceotable levels 

The narrative indicates ",. ,a minimal increase in crossing delay per stopped vehicle .. 
The maximum queue would increase by one vehicle " (Volume 3-B, Page VA-17) 
However, given the erroneous information previously cited, this determination may also 
be incorrect Further, the 'Post Acquisition condition shows an ADV of 4 9 minutes, an 
increase jf 1 55 minutes, cr 46 3% if the formula were based on correct information 

3, The EIS does not make any provision for emergency vehicle response or the 
unique circumstances resulting from extended crossing delays (Volume 1, Page 4-44) 
A fire station and rescue squad are located one block away from the railroad crossing 
There are no other responders within many miles of the crossing High occupancy 
college dormitones are located across the tracks frorn the twc stations. Average 
delays" for emergency vehicles in excess of five minutes (and more for those actually 
stopped for trains) may endanger lives and property in the Ashland area 

4 The land use adjacent to the railroad tracks in Ashland includes the historic 
downtown business district The railroad tracks are immediately adjacent to Railroad 



Surface Transportation Board 
Finance Docket No 33388 
January 27 1998 
Page three of four 

Avenue at grade level, meaning vehicles drive parallel to and within five feet of the tram 
tracks The Ashland downtown is part of ihe national historic register The sidewalks 
and stores along Railroad Avenue m the downtown shopping district are within thirty 
feet of the railroad tracks The increase in the length and number of trains as the result 
of the Acquisition and the high levels of human occupancy withm very close proximity 
of the tracks pose an increasing potential danger to the Ashland community 

5 Finally it appears that the table showing Highway-Rail At Grade Crossing 
Accident frequency for the CSX rail segments has been omitted from the report. Table 
5-VA-4 does show data for Norfolk Southern rail segments m Virginia, 

The Town of Ashland was founded by the Richmond Fredericksburg and Potomac 
Railroad in the mid-1800s The community has long associated itself with the railroad 
which runs through its very center However the Town is concerned about the 
potential adverse effects of the proposed acquisition of Conrail on the Ashland 
community particularly in terms of potential increased AMTRAK service, increased 
traffic delays, emergency response time and increased potential danger to the historic 
downtown. We would requesi that you revise the EIS to reflect the erroneous data 
described above Further evaluation of the other effects of the merger on Ashland 
appears warranted Specifcaily the Town requests that the Surface Transportation 
Board: 

a Correct the EIS to show Ashland as an AMTRAK stop, correct the tram 
speed to 35/45 mph and recalculate the formula with the higher traffic volumes for 
Route 54 If the level of service of traffic on England Street deteriorates to an 
unsatisfactory level, provide some form of n-ntigation to the thousands of motorists who 
use this road, including possibly the construction of grade-separated crossings on 
alternative crossing routes Grade separation i n Route 54 in the middle of the historic 
downtown would be highly inappropriate 

b Provide a special review of the unique circumstances in Ashland in light 
of the erroneous data, the increase in delays the impact on emergency vehicle 
crossings, and the high level of human occupancy immediately adjacent to railroad 
tracks in downtown and (determine whether other means of mitigation are appropriate. 



Surface Transportation Board 
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Thank you for your consideration We would appreciate your response to the 
information provided herein 

Very truly yours, 

David W Reynal 
Town Manager 

cc Mr Leo J Bevon, Director Department of Rail and Public Transportation 
Mr. Rooert Shinn, Vice President, CSX 

trains98 doc\5\trains\clwr 
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C r v DT N w D P L E A N S 

M A R C H . M O R I A L 
M A Y O P 

January 21.1998 

(Jflicc of the Secrctars E N V 1 H 0 hi f£ j-^ * | ' ^ 

Case Control Unit H n r - f l f f t ' ^ M T 
.S I B Finance DcKket No. 33.^88 ^ U i V ! C i M I 
Surface 1 ransp<irtalion Bi>ard 
1925 K Street. NW 
Washinuton. DC 20423-(K)()l 

Dcai Ms. Kaiser: 

After considering ConraiTs proposal conceming the sale oftheir railway to CSX and Norfolk, the 
City of New Orleans strongl\ oppo.ses the actiuisition. I here are numerous considerations that 
would ha\ e a ncgati\ e impact on the city, the environment and eommunit) residents. 

One of (Hir greatest concerns is the estimated douhling of hazardous materials traftlc traveling 
through Louisiana. According to the Sl-.'\. more than 20.000 cars containing hazardous materials 
(ha/mats) will be tiansported from Mobile. .Al. to New Orleans each year. .Along wita a greater 
number of cars comes an increased risk of accidents. W'e have serious concerns for the safelv <̂ f 
community residents, the wetlands, and wildlife inhabiting areas near the railway. .A hazmat 
accident, or aii\ train accident, could pollute our drinking water suppl\ and damage .sensitise 
w'tlands and wildlife in the area. 

Not only do residents face a risk of contaminated drinking water, thev also face the risk of exposure 
to ha/ardous fumes and materials, fhe Sl' A reports that it plans to recommend that CSX and NS 
be required to prepare a ha/mat emergencs rcsp(>nse plan and implement a response drill with ihe 
Miluntary panicipation i^f local cmergencs respi>nse teams once e\er\ two years. However, there 
is no guarantee that these plans will be prepared or implemented. If the assistance of local 
emergencN respon.se teams is \olunlar\ . ue ha\e no guarantee mat there .viii he enough staff to 
perform the necessarv response plan in the event of an emergencv. 

1 he increase in traOlc around the Oliver intemio lal facility in New Orleans vvill create abundant 
problems tor the residents liv ing near the station and for those who travel on .Almonaster .Av enue. 
1 londa .Avenue, and Louisa Road. I here vvill be an increase of sixty-three trucks per dav traveling 
to and from the Oliver station. 1 here will bc an estimated increase of 126 irucks per dav on I lorida 
.Avenue, and I 13 more truck trips per day on .Almonaster .Avenue and Louisa Road. Lhe LIS does 
not discuss how this increase in truck tratHlc wi'l atVect noise conditii>ns and air qualitv. W e believe 
the additional truck traflic w iil hav e a negativ e env ironmental impact on the communitv Greaier 

New Orlean!. 

C I T Y H A L L • N E W O R L C A H S . L A 7 a i i z 

i 5 a 4 i 5 6 5 6 4 C D • F A X ' - i i s f t ^ e - i a a 

A N E O U A L . i M P L n v E B 
19% 



Page 2 
Oftice ofthe Secretary 
.lanuarv 21. 1998 

I he area surrounding the Oliv er station is composed primarilv of low-income residential homes. 
Most ofthe ht)uses are within several feet of the slreel and manv houses on Llorida and .Almonaster 
have back vards adjacent to the facilitv. The increased activ it\ and traffic vvill increase air pollution 
and cause noi.se disruption to the families in the area especiallv if truck tratillc continues late at night 
and during the early moming hours. If the facility is in operation 24 hours, there w ill be no stop in 
the train and truck noise. 

Safetv is also a relevant concem for the residents near the tsliver station. There are numerous 
churches in lhe area as well as a playground, l his means children are playing near the road and 
manv pedestrians are getting in and out of cars parked on the street. Increased truck traffic can onlv 
result in a greater risk of accidents. 

ll is tor these various reasons and a grave concem for the safety ofthe citizens liv ing in this area of 
New Orleans that we oppose the acceptance of the Conrail proposal. 

Sinceiely, 

^"""^^ - CLA—J —Q^A.^ 

Marc 11. Morial 
Mavor 

MHM'dp 

c: Marlin \ (iusman. Chief .Administrative Officer 
.lerald L. W hite, Director. Mayor s Oflice of Lnvironmental .Affairs 
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2\5 \V. Main Street • Northville. Michigan 48167-1540 
Phone: (248) 349-1300 • FA)5Lx248) 349-9244 

ENV 
.laimaiA 27. i998 

^ . Ml (•>. ' g 

DOCUIVIENT i/ kv^ 

Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Washin '̂ton. DC 2042^-0001 

.Attention: Elaine K. Kaiser, Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental .Analysis 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - C S \ and Norfolk Southern -
C ontrol and .Acquisition -- C onrail: Environmental Impact -
C ity of Northville 

Dear Ms Kai.scr 

Tlie City of NortliMlle is aware of plans for joint acquisition ofConrail 
Incoiporated by CSX C oiporation and Norfolk Southeni R< ihvay We are 
also aware thai the .Section of 1-nvironmental Anaivsis for the Surlace 
1 ransponation Boaid h .s prepared a Draft hinironmenial Impact Statement 
(HIS) and is accepting comments on all aspects of this transaction fhe Citv 
of Nonln ille appreciates this opportunity to comment, and offers the 
following 

The City of Northv ille is concemed that the siihiect acquisition will result in a 
sigmlicant mcrease in the aiiiounl of ha/.aidous matenai moving through our 
community FrtMn Appendix A-1 (.Master lable of All Rail I me Segments) 
which we reviewed from >our Draft l-nvironmental Impact Statement, we 
hav e learned lhal there VMII be a 75̂  o increase in the amouni of ha/ardous 
material raii cars going througli our comniumt> each year. This equates to 24 
more rail cars of luizardous material per day. 



As a residential communii\ with only a volunteer fire department, the Cit\ 
objects to any plans to increase the amount of hazardous matenai transported 
through Northville. The City is not equipped to handle a catastrophic disaster 
which could result from a hazardous material accident or spill Therefore, the 
City of Northville opposes this transaction and respectfully requests that the 
Surface 1 ransportation Board deny this acquisition request unless it will 
result in the transportation of less, and not more hazardous maten 1 through 
cur community. 

Thank you for this opportunitv to commen* on the proposed Conrail 
acquisition. 

Sincerely, 

Gar\ Word 
Cit> Manager 

cc: City Council 
.lohn fingler. Govemor 
Bob (jcake. Slate Senator 
Gerald 11 Law. Stale Representative 
Kay Schmid. Oakland County Commissioner 
rhaddeus G McCotter, Wayne Count\ Commissioner 
.lames R DeSana, State Transportation Director 
S LiM COG 
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
FIRE ACADEMY 

1001 Fire Academy Drive i 
Phone: (908)727-0008 

Sayrevillc. NJ 08872 
FAX. (908) 721 0158 

January 27. 1998 

OtTic." of the .Secretary. Case Contn)l l'nit 
Finance Docket #.V̂ 3SH 
Suiface Tran.spi)rtaiion Board, Room ."̂ IK) 
I9:s K St. NW 

Wa.shington. fX^ 2()42.V(KK)I 

Attn: Chief. Section of Environmental Analysi.s 

Dea; Sir or Mailam. 

1 would like \o take this opportunity to express m\ / aiificution and suppvin tor 
the a.ssi.stance we have received from Conrail Ha/ardous Materials Systems during oui 
tniining programs at the Middlesex County Fire .Academy. 

I would like to thank both Skip Elliot and .Man Richtei tor their dedication and 
commitment to the emergency >ervice groups in New Jeises. W ithout their support, we 
would not have been able to successfully complete the hi .-ardous matenals training 
programs we have conducted for hundreds of students at our fire academy. 

I hope and urge that with the impending merger ofConrail. provisions can be made 
to continue a ha/ardous materials support system that v 1' be available to assist the 
varii)u^ agencies as it has done in the past. .\ serious void will vH.'cur without a training 
and response group being available to the emergency .services in New Jersey concentrating 
on rail emergencies. 

Sinceiely, 

DOCUtiflENT "̂'>«,'̂ -̂ '' 

RRZ/kr 

PKOVIDtNO r i K ' ;:• 7 \ V E T \ ! ; i O y i l T ^ L C A T I O N .\ND TR.VIMNG 
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L L Y : 

Proud of Oldr past, Clonfidt'nt in our fi 

.Vmuar> 27. 1998 

Elaine Kaiser 

Environmental Project Director 
Surface I ransportation Board 
W a.shinuton D.C. 2042."̂  

RE: CONR.MI .ACQl ISI I ION INVOLVING CSX 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

l he \ illage of Holly in the State of Michigan, would like to add comments to the 
l-n\ ironmental Assessment lo be performed on thc abo\c-menlioned acLjuisition. 

l he Village of H<>lly believes an increase in traffic w ill resull if this acquisition goes 
through. Extra trattlc will ha\e an impact on our eommunit). 

,'\s a means to mit gate these impacts we would like to recommend that an annual 
meeting be held between CS.X and the municipalities in Western Oakland Count) tt̂  
address these issues, i he le\el of existing communication is too low. .Additional traffic 
w ill exacerbate this. I \olunteer the \'illage of lIoil\ as the location t)f the first of these 
meetings. 

Sincereh' '\ ^ i 

Mark .Abeles-.Allison 
Village Manager 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 
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BKRKSHIRK i r (ilONAL PI.ANNfNCi COMMISSION 

.V* Ul NHAM MAM., PITTSHKI.D. .MA 01201-6207 

T I : L I ; P H 0 M : ( 4 1 . M 4 4 M S 2 I • !• AX (413| 442-1523 

THOMAS D, McCAtxIN. Chairman 
LOIS A. LENEHAN, Vice-Chairman 
FREDA BENNETT. Clerk 
JO" vJ£ B. SCHEFFEY. Treasurer 
ROBERT W. BIRCH, Member-At-Large 
GAIL GARRETT. Member-At-Lnrge 

NATHANIEL W KARNS. A.l.C.P, 
Executive Director 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Office of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Finance Docket No 33388 
Surface Trar,sportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Attention: Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Environmental Filing 

Re: CSX ACQUISITION OF CONRAIL - DEIR 

Dear Ms Kaiser. 

At their meeting on January 14 1998 tne ERPC Executive Committee \.oted 
unanimously to for^vard the following comments on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report (DEIR) for the Proposed Conrail Acquisition These comments are a fcilov*'-up 
to ccTirnents v.e have previously submitted (copy attached) 

1, Since the chart in the Executive Sunmary had Hazmat i332) checked as meeting 
the threshold on the NY to Westfield line, as well as other lines in Massachusetts 
seme explanation should have been made on page MA-2 of Volume 3A as to the 
nature of this threshold ard v/hy it was determined that a site-specific analysis aid 
not apply. 

2, We wCuld like to see some assurance that this change in ownership will not abso've 
CSX or Conra;!, fromi any future liability from hazardous substances that may later 
come to light 

3, The response to our previously '̂'Xpres.sed concerns that CSX be cooperative with 
regard to shared uses of rail rights-of-way was limited and rather disappointing as it 
appears on page M.A-4 of Volume 3A entitled "F^:-re Services Under Study." 



(BRPC) advocates that the Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum (BSRM) 
excursion tram in Lenox MA be granted trackage nghts to the proposed 
intermodal transportation center in Pittsfield. Massachusetts The BSRM 
presently does not have sufficient ooerating nghts on the Housatonic Railroad 
Company to reach the connection to Conrail in Pittsfield The Boston Line of 
Conrail is assigned to CSX 

We know this However, progress is being made toward achieving that goal at 
which time we hope the necessary cooperation from CSX will be forthcoming 

In addition cooperation is also needed from CSX with regard to the efficiency of 
Amtrak passenger rail service tns viability of tht proposed Intermodal 
Transportation Center m the Pittsfield CBD. and the potential abandonment and.'or 
shared uses of other Conrail ROW 

We note that on Page MA-1. paper and plastics are missing in the list of important 
rail freight commodities in Massachusetts Also, on that page unless the Guilford 
Railroad which operates through the Hoosic Tunnel has ceased to operate or has 
beeri downgraded Conrail is not the only Class I railroad in Massachusetts 

We fiope that our concerns will be given careful and serious consideration If you 
have any questions or require any additional information, we will be pleased to oblige. 

Yours truly. 

Nathanel W Karns AICP 
Executive Director 

End. 



HFRKSUIKJ-, R r . ( ; i f ) \ A l . Pt. \NM.N(; ( OMMI.S.SION 

3.1 DLNiiAM .MAI 1.. ri rrsnr i i), M \ci2tu-c.:o7 

THOMAS D. McCANN, Chairman 
LOIS A. LENEHAN, Vice-Chairman 
FREDA BENNETT, Clerk 
JOYCE B. SCHEFFEY, Treasurer 
ROBERT W. BIRCH, Membcr-At-Large 

Office of t.he Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street N.W. 
Washington, O.C. 20423-0001 

Attn: Elaine K. Kaiser, Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Environmental Filing 

Re CSX Acquisition of Conrail - Dr.ift Scope for EIS 

Dear STB: 

NATHANIEL W. KARNS, A.l.C.P. 
Executive Director 

August 5, 1997 

Thank you for your invitation to comment on the proposed scope for the EIS for the 
Acquisition of Conrail by CSX in Berkshire County, Massachusetts. We have previously 
submitted comments to the , aiiroad's consultants (copy attached). At this time we would also like 
to expand upon those comments. 

Whiie the proposed EIS wi'l focus on construction of facilities and potential abandonments, 
our concerns are primanly ^ -cused .)n issues related to ownership and control of the railroads in 
Berkshire County. These c^-cerns should perhaps be addressed in the EIS as issues of sodal 
equity. For example, we hope that CSX will be amenable to the continuation of Amtrak's rail 
passenger se,'\'ice in Pittsfield, and will cooperate m efforts to presence that service and give it 
reasonable pnority in scheduling. Also in regard tc passenger service, we hope that CSX will be 
cooperative in allowing trackage nghts for the BerKshire Scenic Railway Museum to provide tourist 
sc^/ice into Pittsfield from the south 

There is also a f e a s i b • ..jy unden,vay concerning the development of an Intermodai 
Transponation Center (ITC Pittsfield CBD. Currently Conrail has a representative serving 
on the ITC study committee. We would hope for the cooperation of CSX m tnat study, and 
specifically with regarc" to the location of the Amtrack station and any air rights that may be 
necessary. 

Another issue 
extends .;• 

s the future use of the secondary branch line m Pittsfield which 
.11 Lanesboro ^ -.OW has pc'entiai for use as a bike path and/or as 



an alternative highway location pending the results of ongoing studies. We would also h' oe for 

the cooperation of CSX in this regard. 

Finally thp preliminary EIS we received indicated that in Massachusetts there would be no 
increase in traffic "above STB thresholds" and therefore no impact. However, we would like the 
estimates to be shown demonstrating that they are below the threshold. Similarly, we would like 
to see the estimates of truck rail diversions in orde^ to gauge the magnitude of the benefits aiiuded 
to in the preliminary EIS. 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide these comments and understand that we will be 
given additional opportunities to comment on the Draft and Final EIS's as they beconie avai^ble. 
If you have any questions on these ;ssues please ^eel free to contact the Charles Cook, Senior 
Transportation Planner at 413-442-1521. 

Yours trjjly, 

^Nathaniel W. Karns. A.l.C.P 
Executive Director 



RF.RKSHIRF. COU.N'TY REGIONAL PI..\NNING COM.VIIS.SION 

i y OUMIA.M .M. \ I , I . , PITTSFIELD, ,\1.AS.SACHL;SETT.S 01201.6:07 

TEl .KrHO.Nt (413) 442-15:i • K \ . \ (413) 442.1523 

R O B E R T W. B I R C H , Chairman N A T H A N I E L W . K A R N S , A I C P . 
T H O M A S D, M c C A N N , Vice-Chairman Executive Director 

DAVID A. B A B C O C K , Clerk 
LOIS A. L E N E H A N , T-easurer 
J O Y C E B. S C H E F F E Y , Member-At-Large 

January 30, 1997 
Mr. Gabe Hernandez 
Agency Coordinator 
Burns & McDonnell 
9400 Ward Parkway 
Kansas City, Missouri 64114 

Re: ACQUISITION OF CONRAIL (Docket # 33286) 

Dear Mr. Hernandez: 

The Berkshire County Commissioners have referred your letter of January 14, 1997 to 
us for response. In that letter you asked for comments and concerns regarding increaseo 
traffic on our primary rail freight line resulting from your proposed merger with Conrail. 
Given the relatively short time frame, we cannot provde a definitive response to your request 
at this time. However, we do undersf ^nd thaf there will be additiona' oppO;^unities to provide 
input and comment upon the proposal at a later time. 

One issue that has come to our attention is the concern that the merger of rail freight 
companies will reduce the opportunities for cornpetition among rail sen;ice providers. In 
addition, there are issues related to the utilization of abandoned raii lines, and trackage 
rights for tourist passenger services. Specifically, the secondary branch line from the North 
Adams Junction in Pittsfield north to the Lanesborough town line has not been used in some 
time, and has been identified as having potential utility as a public nght-of -way for a bike 
path or possible highway use. Another concern has to do with trackage rights for the local 
scenic tourist train, the Berkshire Scenic Railway Museum, which would like to provide 
sen^ice into Pittsfield from the scuth. 

Enclosed for your use is a copy of our 1993 Regiona! Transportation Plan which v/ill 
provide further background information. Please note that this plan is cunently being updated 
in accordance with ISTEA regulations, and a revision will be in place after March 31 of this 
year. 

Yours truly, 

GWJ!^ LO. &-IL-
Charles W. Cook 
Transportation Planner 

cc: Berkshire County Commissioners 
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PorlyYeim of fhmmnti iMrllaur in ( niii-' iiy Cirde 

DOCUWiENT 

Januar\ 3U. 19̂ )8 

Otiice ttl thc Secretar) 
Case Control llnit 
I inance docket No. 33388 
Surtace 'i"ran^poI•tation Board 
\'i2> K Stieet. N.W. 
Washiniiton, D C. 20423-tX)l 

Re: CS.X and Norfolk Soulliein (NS) 
Proposed .\cquisition of ( onrail 

Dear Ottice ot the .Secretary 

University Circle Incorporated d'CI) is the nonprofit piannini; and service organization 
tor I ni\ersity Circle Lniversitv Circle is the cultural, medical, and educational center 
otClex elaiid and northeast Ohio it is one square mile in si/e and home to 44 
institutions (with an additional 35 institutions in the area iinmediatel\ adiacent to its 
boundaries). University Circle is a ver\ unique area, not onl\ to the cit\ ot Cleveland but 
nationally - no other cit\ in the \\oi\t} has such a prominent c^mcentiation ol instituiu)ns. 
1 lia\c encKtsLd a cop\ (if our current annual report that lists ali of these institutions. 

I am w ritinu on behalt ot many \ Cl memh -r institutions to docum 'nt our concern that 
we have not been altoided the tipportunit> to meet, raise questions, and obtain specific 
iiitoiination about the man\ potential impacts ot the putposed meiger c>f CS.X and 
Noriolk Southern in our eommunit). It is CCTs role to insure that the qualit\ ot its 
einironinent is not only preser\ed. but continually impro\ed The densit\ ofthe Circles 
daily populatitui makes infrastructure matters critical. Note that: 

• Our health care instituti»ms serve 1 7 million patients who come to the Circle each 
\ear; 

• Uni\ersity Circle is an empKnmeiit center with approximately 26.SCX) employees 
(for a point of reference, dounloun Toledo draws 2.̂ .(MM) emplinees d j i l \ i ; 

I i i iwrs in Cin l f Iiu <>r|'t>r,iii'J Ji(, 7'lt-.i-iiii. 



University Circle Incorporated 
January 30. 1998 
Pg. 2 

• 16.4(K) students are enrolled in Circle educational institutions, the largest of vvhich is 
Case Western Reserve University; 

• More th.'.n 5.t)0() people reside in University Circle; and 

• .As a major tourist destination, the Circle attracts 2 million visitors annually. 

University Circle institutions play a significant economic role in Cleveland. Since 1990. 
University Circle institutions have invested approx-niately $50(3 million i.i capital 
expenditures to build state-ot- the-art facilities, and expect to invest more than S200 
million in additional capital expenditures durinii the next five years. 

It is our collective concern that the increased train tratTic that will result from the 
proposed CSX merger will adversely affect our ec(>nomic progress and plans We base 
this on the convictions that the increased traffic will adversely affect air qualit\; increase 
noi.se pollution (which ma\ proxe problematic to l he Cleveland Orchestra); and br ng 
ha/ardous materials into the Circle creating the poiential need tor emergency evacuation 
in an area with three major hospitals. 

B;.sed on the issues identified. UCI and many of it's institutions support the city's 
proposal that alternate routes should be ctinsidered that would lessen the impact on 
residential business, and other non-industrial neighborhoods of Cleveland. In addition, 
we believe that representatives of the railroads should meet with members ofour 
communitv lo discuss such impacts. 

i strongly encourage you to read the enclosed statements from specific individual 
institutions addressing their specific ci)ncerns. 

S Wilbur. .Ir 
•>ident and Chief Executive Officer 

Attn: HIaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
I JIV ironmental Eil inu 



R*port to th« munity 
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University Circle's one-square mile is home to a concentration 

of 44 institutions that is unmatched in the world. 

An additional 35 institutions (our associate members), are 

located in the area immediately adjacent to our boundaries. 

Moinher Institutions 

Ambl8!>i(1r Towtrs 

Americmi Hsarl Assooation, Norihtast (NHO Atfi lMtt. I K . 

CtM Western Rtiieive UnivsiiiTy 

The C«nT»i fo( Dialysis Cart, Inc 

The Chufch of Ihe Covenant 

Cleveland Botanical Garden 

Cleveland ft tends Meeting 

Cleveland Heanng ft Speech Center 

Ctevfflsnd HtHet Foundation lnc 

The Cleveland Institute oi Art 

Tb9 Cleveland Institute ot Music 

Cleveland Medical Libiary Association 

The C'sveland Museum of Art 

The Cleveland Museum of Nntuta' History 

The Cleveland Music School Settlement 

The Cleveland Psychoanalytic Institut.* 

Cleveland Sight Centei 

Clevela''d Student Housing Association 

tarl> M'JSIC Amenca 

(pwutth Euclid United Mettiodisl Church 

Fine Alls Garden Commissiun 

First Church of Christ. Scientist 

Gestalt tniititute of Cleveland 

HaUman Cttnffir 

Hanna P«tkins School 

The Hill Huuse 

Hop6 Lodgr 

Judsun Manor J i Json Parh 

The Jurior Leagut; of Cleveland. Inc 

Maximum Independent Living 

The Mt Sinai Health Care foundal an 

Mt 2ion Congregtitional Church 

Musical Arts Association 

Ohiu College uf Podiatnc Medicine 

Ohio Montessori Training Institute 

Pentecostal Church nf Christ 

Rainbow Children s Museum b TRW Eaily leaming Center 

Honald McDonald House of Cleveland, Inc 

The Sculpture Center 

The Temple Tifereth Israel 

Umver̂ itV Circh Housing. Inc 

University Hospitals of Cleveland 

The Western Resetvi- Historical Society 

Young Audiences of Gieater Cleveland, lnc 

Assoc iate Meniber Institutions 

African American Museum 

Alta Social Settlement 

Amasa Stone House 

American Stckle Call Artemia AssotiatKMi 

AflKoch Baptist Church 

Cafvary Prtsbytenan Church 

Caihtnpe Horstmann Home 

Dturch of the TransfiguiaDun 

Devatam^ Center h t Contemiwrary Art 

D^veland Center tor Research in Child DnatopiMfi t 

Tbe Cteveland Chamber Musjc Socftty 

The Cleveland CImic Foundation 

Oevtland CuKural Gardens Fedeiatton 

The Cleveland Play House 

CItvaland Signstagt Theatre 

Ouii! ' . Tavern Museum 

I l u a Bryint Center 

Ernest J Bohn Golden Age Center of Cleveland 

Ewchd Avenue Congregational Churdi ot the IMilsd Ckmtk of Qmst 

Fairtiiil Center tot Aging 

Ftrst Enghsh Lutheran Chur:h 

Grace iutfieran Church 

The Health Museum of Cleveland 

Nrtchcocfc Center fur Women. Inc 

Holy Rotary Church 

HougfvNor^Dod Family Neafth Care Canltf 

The Institute tar C rMtn t Uvmi 

Karamu House 

The Lahe View Cemetery Association 

Laitingion Bell Community Center 

MetroHealth Clement Cemtr tor Famify Care 

Nature Center at Shaker Lakes 

St Adalbert Church 

Shaker Histoncal Societv 

Unitarian Society ot CleveU 

United Caiebral Palsy of Greater Cleveland, lnc 

ir,iturtii r/in>Hi;/ii'H/ this np^m an thc piibhi .<t rvht jtii-nti>cmfiit< rhjt 

IM ClitTtliUiii .\t^.'d^tm ,ti lOisiuuttion \nth thi .jiutrtcrly L'niimt' 

CtrcU CdU'iiiiiir oJ LiVfits Vicy J f p u c t'u nu:jt^r .<-i-hC.< pr<^^tdfd hy 

I 'mft f<tty (Ahh hl^vrp^}rltu\i—what tiv ito li.ty-io-day hr this ivr)' speaal 

phu tiilUd I niirr.Mty CATIU iitiii U^r ttii ol thosi IWM ,i>mc htn: 



About Uniwrsitx Cliivlc 
and UiHwrsiry ( Jirlc Incorporated 

lU- vtor\ o r L ' i i i w i M i v ( irck- 1HI:IMN w i th M.ukMuitl i 

v.itli.iiiR i I )o.m. .1 IIR m l u r ot M O M - . ( k-.iwl.iiKiV s i i iwv in j ; 

i \ i r t \ tli .it touiulti.1 our i i t \ m )^''(> H i - M)OI) tmiml i t t \ 

liMU'j. not to Ills l i k i i i i ; ,iiul i i i o \ ; \ ) his l , i i i i i | \ to .1 wcniill .iikl 

.IRM lllst f n c l inks to tlu- f.ist . i lo i i i ; .in oki liKlr.iti t l . i i l tli.it 

\ \ o i i k ) I H ' I O U K - I . I K I K I .Awiiuc. As Do.iii's ( iiriK-rs i.is it t.iiin.-

to ho i .ilk-di tlinirisln.->.l. tin- k .u l i i i i ; i iti/oiis ot the 

i v i o g n i / i J the .IUM'S poti-nti.il , I IKI lHt;.in to lu-.iti.- sonu tliinL: 

e \ t r . i " n h i i . i i \ soiiK tliiiiL; th.i ' u o u k i .listinmiish our < itv 

t roin .ill others 

t hroe simntu ini e\'- i\ts sh.ipeJ the ilestiiix ol this 

l iH,It ion In I X S j . k'pth.i 11 W.HIO. loiinder o l the Western 

L 'n ion K le.i;r.ipli ( o iup. i in . thoiiLxht t l u .iie.i well enouiih 

dewlopeJ to iloii.ite ,U res ot I . I IKI to tlie 11I\ ot < lexel.m.l 

tor .1 inihlu i\irK .nul .tit .irt c i l i e n When Wesferii k i s e r \ e 

L'nnersitx i n o u i i trom l lu i l so i i : ( ) ) i io) in l.S,s2. i.iilro.nl 

t \ i o o n .-Xiii.is.i Stone ikni.i toii S . ^ 'NI . 'K I ' I to est.ihhsh .Adelhert 

( ollei;e in i i ieinorv ol ' l i is son Viul. in ISS.^, re.il est.ite in.it; 

il.ite I eon.iul ( ,ISO. jr. lekn iteii his ( .ise Sehool ot \ppl ie»l 

Siienees to the site t rom Jown towi i . 

1 he stn.•et^,Ll line tli.it served I l u l u i .Veime IILKIO ,1 

t i ini . i ioun. i ,11 I .isi Io~tl i Street the stop w.is i.iHevl L iii\eisit\ 

( n\ le , I I K I SO the .ile.i w.is i; i \en Us n.iiiK, U\ I'Mio the 

lolleiios ,IIK1 he.uititiil settiiii; .utt.uted othei ou;,uu/.itions 

.nul ,111 e i l iK . i t i on i l ,IIK1 eultiir.il ihstrut ot noie w.is h o i o m -

mi : ,1 re.iht\. -Xs \\.is k'pth.i W.uie's lire.im. l he ( lexel . i i i j 

. \hiseimi o l .Art «.is hml l 111 I ' M ' ' o \vi looki i i !^ t l ieW.iJ i- I ' . i i l , 

I .1̂ 1 ion. Mle I !e\ el.iiul ( ' i \ liesti i \\ ,is m\ en .1 pel in ineni 

home when Sevei.iiue I kil l opened m [ ' ' M . t h . i t sime \e.ir. 

U l l i \ o i s i t \ I lospit.ils w.is dedu .ited 

l U 1''.Sl I. .'^-I iiistituilons li.id . I'osen I ni\ersit\ t l u l e 

.Is (hen home Init the I. lu K \\ .is 1 u inu some set 1.uis 

eh,illoiii;es. In the words ot St,iiilo\ .A 1 eriiusoii. then 

president ot L 'm\ersi t \ I los|sit.ils. " .ittor iie.irK 2" \e,iis 

o l depression .nul w.11. the mstitutions ui L iH\eisit\ C ' l i i le 

t.ued ,1 in . inimoth need toi esp.insioii .nui HMjMi>\ ei leiil 

the eit\ s po|ni l . i t ion h.ui mown p i o p k were e i i |o \ i i i i ^ 

tiioro loisi i i i ' nine .ind wen. IOOKIIIL: tot wor thwhi le u.ivs 

ol speiidiim It, .museums. Iihi.iiies. uul voneerts were tilled .is 

ne\er hetoii-. , liowevei. e\p.msion w.is more tii.iii .1 m.itter ot 

inoiiex or deterini ' i . ' tum bei.iuse there |Usi w.isn't enouirli 

room, .md hei,ills? the .iie.i w.is beioi iui i i ' . built up like .1 

p.Itt l i w o i k l imi t . " 

I liter one ot C'levol.iiid's most spirited ei\ ie le.iders. 

.\1rs.\V ill i . ini ( . .\l.ither, who reeogiiized th.it L'iiivorsir\ 

( irele w.is it 1 pnot . i l point Hor \ isioii .inJ goiiorosin iii.ido 

possible the hire ot tho reiiow neil Itostoii p la i i i i i i i i ; f i r m ot 

.Ad.inis. How.ird <.\ (.reele\. .uul .itter .i rigorous IS-i i ioi i th 

studv tile Z'/s" f i | . | n - i f ) f . ' ir , / i .\t,l<t,r f l u was issued. I h o 

I'l.in not onlv i;avo diroetioii tor the ( irelo s orderK grow th . 

It d \ i soii ietl i i i i i ; inspiring: it roatt'irnied that ( level.iiid had 

suc eode-l 111 ire . i tmg tho ii io-t iiiipressiw io iuo i i t r a t i on ot" 

edui . i t ioii . i l . eultural. ,iiid i i iedual institutions 111 the eountrv. 

I'erh ips the most nnportaiit roi oi i iniei id . i t ion made was 

to "establish .1 lontr . i l org. ini / . i t ioi i to .idniiiiistor the I'lan 

Uld gi\e It some le.il . lut l ior i tv" .And so. wi th tull insiitiiiion.il 

support, the L'nnersit\ ( i r i le 1 )e\elopiiient f oundation 

the [sredoi ossor o, L iinorMtA ( m l o liuorporatodi was 

tor i iu d, Initi.i) ettorts were toi used on i re . i tmu a kind bank 

to pui i ii.ise .uul hold ,i\,iil,ible kind unti l needed In .,11 insti­

tution tor e\paiisioii Soon, sorviees tiiat eould bo prov ided 

more ott'uieiitK it done eolloetivelv—parking, shuttle bus 

serv l l e, publu satetv. ari liitoetnral rev iew. , i i id l.mdsi aping 

ot I 0111111011 areas--wore added. I he st.ibilitv provided bv 

these soreiios g.ivo new lontidoiKo to the institutions and tho 

(. irile's gnnvth skvroekotod 

In I ' l " ! ! . the L'niveisitv ( in le Development I oundation 

w.is looigani/ed .is L i n w r s i i v ( irtle Iniorporatod i L ' t . I i w i th 

111 .uided oniph.isis on srroiigthoiiiiig tho rolationship botweeii 

k'niversitv ( i i i l e .iiid its .idiaeont neighborhoods. In its out­

re,uh to tile broader lo inmuni tv . L ( I began working iloselv 

wi th neighborhood ori;ai'.i/atioiis to build housing and pnivido 

.mess to broader lOii i i i iui i l tv i iMiuries L'( Is ( •o i i i i iu i i i i rv 

I d i i i . i t io i i I'rogr.un w.is iie.itod 111 1''".^ to bring the ( irele 

togetliei with t level.ind si iumk hildron - - a wondertul eollabo-

t.itioii that thrives tod.iv The l^i'M) ( ' i i i i ' i r - i f) ' (,'iri/i . \ / , i - t i i 

I 'i.ui. w h u h npd.ited the l ' > " I'lan. stnnigK Kint'oreod the 

import . i i i io ot neighb.irhood p.iitnerships 

L'C I s loorgani/.itioi) nioved it f n i i n simplv Iseiiig tho 

" i arot.iker" i>t tho ( i r i le's phvsie.il ein ironmont althougli 

tll.it role rerii.iiiis verv impoi t . i i i t to l u i n g a eatalvst tor 

e ionou i i i development and an .idvoi,ite tor tho whole n ' 

L nivorsitv I i i i l o â  a ni.yor tone 111 tlie progress ol o r . ntv 

Uld Northeast O l i i o . L nuiuolv positioned to look to tho 

luture wi th a eolleetive eve on behalt of the institutions it 

serves. L I 1 h.is been doduated to ensuring tlie exeelleiKo 

ol L niversitv ( i i i l e tor i i ' vears 
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From thc Cliairnian and President 

I Ills Is .1 iiiilostoiie V ir tor I 'niv ersitv ( in k- I iu orpor.ited 

1 ( 1 ) our 4oth .iiiiiiveis.irv .md in the spirit o l le lebnt ion 

vve ,iri proseiiiing this repori to the l.irgei l o i i m i u m t v 1-iv its 

nu liision 111 t :l,i;l,111,1 \ / , i i_i , i : i ( / i , L'niversitv ( .u le is ,i verv 

spoil.ll p i n e . l l i l l ( level,indois ,ite rightlv proud ot it is 

,1 s o u i i i o! IIV l l [-11 Ilk- It h,is long Milked high on the list ot 

eitv assets 

W ll,It ni.inv do not know ,ibout L niveisitv I in le. lio-.veve|-. 

Is th.it siiiie V>rt~ tliete li.is been ,iii o r g i i i i / . i t i o i i i ledii,iled 

oNilusivelv to oiisuriiig the ( iri le s l o l l e i t ive well being. A-

desi ribed in the piei oiling mtnu lu i l ion , the l ' ' s o \ biought 

l l u ( 111 ie to .1 t i l l i i i i u ; point th,il w is met boldiv ind di u i 

mi iud iv bv the tor i i i , i t ion ot 1 ( 1 It is our priv ilege lo 

work on bell,lit ot this oig , im/ , i t ion th,ii is mtegr i l to the 

suiioss 111 I l e m i r k i b l o i o iu e i i t r i t i o i i ol institutions one 

onlv lu-eds to I onsuli-i tlu- li-vei ot ,ii liii-venii-nt tli,it is 

le. i ihed everv il,iv m this one si|u,iii- mile to uiuk rst uid llie 

( m le s sigmlii ,uu I 

I he l ore o l w h it 1 ( 1 does lot tin- ( in le is t,ii]gibi\ 

i k p i i t e d on the tol lowing p,iges ( >ui M ivues m ike it possihie 

tor 1,11 h ot our nu-nibei institutions i , . ' i r n i - in ,i pi , i i i - thit 

is s lie, I onv emeni. orderlv. and bo.ii i t i t i i . md t o i , u r v on 

w i t h then mipori . int work tor then v isiioi s. i In nts. m d 

p.iiroiis l i u ! 11 Is tlu- l ombm.u ion ot p n A i d m g d.iv lo d,iv 

Sll Vll OS. tl ,Ulling lo i iger - to i i i i stritegies, and t . iki i ig the i o l ­

i n tive long V u-vv that i .iptures L ( I's nile Siniplv put. L'( I 

Is work ing to m.ike L niveis.iv ( m i e tod i \ ind toi i ior-

lovv ,1 V i!<iMilt, ,11 IIV 0 I ommunitV i l i , i i is know ii ,is , .iu- ol 

the trulv i Ntr ioidin ii v urb in distiuts in the i ountrv. 

We are gl ut to report th,it the tinaneial status ot L ( I s 

sound L'C d's uiirostrieted operating revoiiuo tor tho vear 

tot.lied S i s ,̂  m i l l i on , w h u h uuluded annual t i i i id eontr ibu-

tions ot S4"2.i I'm. In . iddit ion. L'( I reeeived Sl 4 mi l l ion in 

endowment fund gitts We ,K know lodge tho touiidatioiis. 

business org.iii i /atioiis. publu ageiuies, and individuals w h o 

so geiierouslv lon t r ibu t ed to this org,i i i i /at ioi i 

< )ui gr,itituile is also oNtonded to L'( I's Hoard ot' 

Inistees ,ind on; deilioated voluntoors, W ith sad regret wo 

note llu- ik-,itlis ot't 'onr ot our trustees, three ot ' them note-

worihv women who served lis so well I >r. Ru th R Miller . 

\ l i s \ I )i-.ui I'errv. uul \ l i s I lerm,m I \ , i i l f r.ink R. 

l i o i i l i . r t . | r . . \ ' i i o I'resideiit tor lUidget iS I ' l .inning at ( ase 

Wesrerii Reserve L'l i iver itv, w i l l ho i i u u h missed as a 

I olie igue uul tl lend. 

We ,iti- g r i te lu l tor tho io i i tnh i ' t ions ot our v,ilued 

emplovees iiid ai knovv lodge oaih ot our iiioinber and assoeiato 

nienilH r institutions to: . i l l that thev br ing to the i|ualitv ot 

life in ( level,Uld and Nortlie,ist ( Miio, 

Is, I liom,is Si,int, I 

(Ji . i inii . i i i I't i l l , Hr.ihl I'f /rii,i/i-(-,i 

lohn S W i i ln i i , jr, 

I'll-I.l, lit lini ('.hhl l-.\,;iilii; ()l}h;i 

.\jtl,iiili,i. IW 

, S I; ,.t.l,l.illl^^l .lu.i /,i/li; 

iri//'iii ,/r( jit.tiiu.i irilh til, h.1,1,1-

,,1111, : II.IIII ,'l I t I. 

. li/iinili.fr.H.n ( )ffi,, .11 ,\/.II.'IJ,./M 

/' / lu ,'/ iiuiiiy hi iiit; 

f lIM-i r.it) ( .'ih/i 

Jl) llu I.Ihll /iti/,/i /"ri'/iii — 

iifi i;itl,turtl httiutiti,.111.111 /'rev'i,,--

/ I / I li"i>, 



Public Safety 

When the University Citcie Police 

Department was formed in 1959, it 

was tlie iinly pnvate police depart 

hienl in Ihe ciiiintry The bold thinking 

that led to its cieation was Ihat ol 

CIVIC leader Wrs William G Mather 

anil T Keitl' Glennan, Ihe president of 

Case Institute ol Terhnology, both of 

whom were instrumental in creating 

University Circle Incorporated two 

years earlier In 1959 public safety 

was a primary concern among the 

Circle institutions and there was full 

agieemenl that 3 police depanmenl 

exclusively dedicated to University 

Cir-ile would complement the eftorts 

of Ihe Cleveland Police Department 

and enhance the security elons ot 

each instituhon 

Thirty-eight years later Ihe 

UCPD s success speaks lor itself-by 

any measure. University Circle has 

long been one ol Cleveland s safest 

areas The piesence of the UCPD 

along with its reputation for quick 

response is a strong deterrent to 

criminal activity in the Circle 

(Minimised opportunity coupled with 

timely and decisive intervention in 

actual ciiminai incidents has charac 

tended the UCPD s safety strategy 

since its inception 

"University Circle 
is safe today 
because for nearly 
40 years the institutions that comprise 
University Circle have been committed 
to making it safe. 

This year, in its continued dedica­

tion to communitv policing, the 28-

member department increased the 

pr,;sence of officers in the Circle s 

busiest area-lhe intersection of 

Mayfield Road and Euclid AvrnuMiy 

opening a mini-stalion in an attractive 

sloretiont on tuclid With an ever 

growing numbei of special events in 

University Circle the UCPD has hired 

4 parviime officers who ate available 

whc 1 entra police power is needed-

this federally-funded part-time program 

has worked very well during the past 

year Congratulations are extent ed 

to two longtime members of thf force 

James Radca and Kenii Kurokawa 

who were recently promoted to the 

rank of sergeant 

Now in Its third vear the 

University Circle t̂ ounled Courtesy 

Patrol has proved to be a popular 

additior to the Circle s security 

etiorts Comprised ol 12 seasoned 

eguestnans the Patrol rides in pans 

nn weekends from June through 

October to provide Iriendly assistance 

and informahon to Circle 

visitors Recently two Patrol mem-

bets graduated trom the Cleveland 

Heights Police Academy and now 

serve as part time UCPO officers 

It 

I li [..Itlllif,,! 



We keep one-square mile 

UnivBrsity Circle is not only one of Clevoland s most beautiful areas-it is ore of the safest 

Created in 1959 by University Circle Incorporated, the 28-member University Circle Police Depertment 

is unique in that it serves the 44 important institutions thit mak» their home in University Circle s one-square mile. 

A full-service police department, the UCPD s success is noteworthy gWen University Circle s concentration of institutions 

anri activity-during ar. average day, 35,000 people come here to work, study, or visit. 

#1 
FOB t«ORt INfORM»TIO^ ABOUT UHIVtRSIT* CIRClf IMCORPORATtO C* l t 2 t t / 7 « t 3*00. 

Esuibltshed iri 795". t 'niversity Cinir hicorpowed is tiie nou-profit 

sfrftcf organization dedicated to ensunng the excellence of Criit crsity Circle 

—thc cultural, niedica!. and educational center of S'orthedst Ohio. 



Parking and Transportation 

\ I S I I O K 

I ' V t i M M . 

"HVe want our visitors 

to have a positive expe­

rience in University 

Circle even before they 

enter our museum. The 

Circlelink shuttle is a 

fine example of hoMi the 

Circle institutions have 

come together to provide a visitor amenity 

that makes the total University Circle experi' 

ence a friendly one." 

— Dl IJ,,,,- i. Kiin.1, OifiMi, l?ii f.'/ii't/.iii,/ ,\(iiMiiiii ,'f \,i(iir,i,' l l f i . ' i ) 

University Circle is a dynamic urban 

neighbothood-5,000 people live 

within Its one square mile and every 

day more 'ban lb,000 employees 

and 16,000 students come here to 

work and 'earn To take in a concert 

exhibit, or lecture-ur !c keep a med­

ical appointment thousand? more 

visit daily The 70-plus institutions 

located within the Ciicle ami its 

adiacent nm have diverse missions 

and. accordingly, have different 

needs But common to all of the 

institutions is the need for well-run 

functional elements, such as parliing 

and transportahon, so that they can 

successfully carry on with their busi­

ness University Circle Incoiporated 

has not rnly been instrumental in pro­

viding these services for tterades, but 

in constantly bringing together the 

Circle institutions to discuss how best 

to meet their ever-changing needs 

UCI maintains a fleet of 20 buses 

that transports more than one million 

passengers a-inually Known fondly 

as the greenies for many years 

because ot their color, the updated 

look of our vehicles reflects the atten­

tion we pay tu their maintenance and 

appearance This Iree shuttle service 

efficiently delivers employees from 

parking lots lo workplaces, takes 

students 'o all points of the CWRU 

campus and is available to casual 

visitors To bettei serve the iattet, 

Circleimk service was created-its 

hiendly easy-to-spot buses and signs 

make it particularly appealing to those 

visiting the C'Cle tor the first time 

fifost urban centers face the chal­

lenge of providing adequate parking 

space where it is most needed, and 

with Its high concentration of instilu-

hons and people. University Circle is 

no exception To that end, UCI and 

eight Circle institutions work collabo­

ratively to proviue accessible, sale, 

and cost-effechve parking Included 

in the system are 11 parking garages 

and 51 parking lots containing more 

than 10,000 parking spaces In keep­

ing with the level of service that the 

University Circle institutions wa.'iant, 

our parking lot attendants are ready 

at a moment s notice to provide assis­

tance lo OUI customers-from fixing flat 

hres to supplying emergency gasoline 



We make "hopping easy. 

University Circle's one-square mile is an extraordinary cultural, medical, and educational center-

complete with free Circ le l ink shuttle service provided seven days a week by University Circle Incorporated. 

Whether you are here to visit the Circle's wonderful museums take a class at one of its prominent schools, 

enjoy a superb performance, or keep an important appointmen. in this renowned medical hub. we are here to serve you 

fOR A CIRCIEUMK MAP AMD SCHtOUll CAU fMIVtRSITy CIRCIE INCORPORATED 216 791 3900 

#1 

Fstahlished 111 195'. L'niiersiri Circle Incnrpunitid n tlie non-profit 

scrricc organisation dedicated to ensuring the excellence of University I.irele 

[/tf cuhur.il. mcdiciL .md cduc.iriona! enter ofS'ortheast Ohio. 
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Communi ty ng 
"Univers i ty C i r c l e i s the most outstanding institutional 

complex in the country—it truly s e t s Cleveland apart from 

all other c i t i e s . Without a doubt, the d e c a d e s off guidance 

and planning provided by Universi ty C i rc le Incorporated 

have made the C i rc le what it is today." 

— .Mi.h.hl R IVIiih. \h •• I .• • I •- .hill 

University Circle did not happen by 

chance-well-planned community 

development has always been critical 

to the success of University Circle 

and Its institutions While Circle insti-

tiihons have individual development 

plans. University Circle Incorporated 

works tor ttie collective whole to 

allow the Circle to reach its maximum 

potential To this end, there have 

been two maior planning tools for the 

Circle -the 1957 and the 1S90 

University Circle Master Plans-both 

weie created by the Circle institutions 

and implemented under UCI s guidance 

The 1957 Master Plan accom 

plished many things including the 

formation of UCI to oversee the 

Circle s progress The need for a 

coordinated approach to physical 

development led to the creation of a 

land bank to allow UCI to buy avail­

able Ijnd and hold it until needed by 

Circle institutions lor expansion or for 

,iro|ects that benefit the Circle com­

munity To ensure that the Circle s 

high architectural standards were 

maintained, the Architecturai Review 

Board was established-its nahonally 

noted architects conhnue to review 

all proposed building pians 

The 1990 Plan, which reexamined 

and updated the 1957 Ran. set forth 

new development guidelines to make 

the Circle more accessible, coherent, 

and beautdui A few examples of 

completed and proposed proiects 

include the co.iiprehensive wayfmd-

ing system comprised of 100 hand-

sor"e signs and the multî ieaded 

lanterns lighhng the Fine Arts Garden 

With the goal of redesigning Euclid 

Avenue as the Circle s ma„i street, 

a !ask luite made up ol institutional 

representatives is reviewing proposed 

plans Although still in the planning 

stages the building of an apartment 

complex at the corner of Euclid 

Avenue and Ftird Drive remains a 

priority Add to these thc extiaordi-

nary level of investment out institu­

tions have made in keeping with the 

Master Plan s goals-since 199C 

new building proiects have exceeded 

$350 million 

One of the most important compo­

nents of our planning efforts is main­

taining strong pannerships with the 

nei-hborhoods adiacent to University 

Circle and working together to 

improve then respective residential 

and commercial areas Currently. 

UCI IS focusing on the refurbishment 

of East 105th Streei at the Circle s 

northern edge The well-being of 

University Circle and that of its sur 

rounding neighborhoods are inextr ca-

bly linked, we are dedica'"d tn p an 

ning that is mutually beneficial 



We take care of this pl 

University Circle did not happen by chance. W l̂l-planned commun i t y deve lopment has always been essential to the 

Circle-and University Circle Incorporated provides the vision and services necessary to maintain 

the quality environment so important to this very special place. 

Our wayfinding system is comprised of 100 handsome signs that effictently guide you tc your Circle destination. 

It is but one example of the coordinated approach taken hy University Circle Incorporated and its 44 member institutions 

to make University Circle a better place for our visitors. 

#1 
FOR A BROCHURE ABOUT OUR COIMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. CALL UNIVERSITY CIRCLE INCORPORATED. 2t(/7ll 31(0 

Established in /95~. I niversity (.irele Incorporated is the non-profit 

service organization dedicated to ensuring the excellence of Cnii ersir^ (.ircle 

—the cultural, medical, and educational center of S'orthcist Ohio 
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Communi ty Outreach 

In 1970 University Dicle Incorporated 

was reorgani?ed so that it could take 

a more active role in serving thc 

neighborhoods around the Circle both 

III terms of physical development and 

m the programs it offered One goal 

was to bring the area children more 

closely together with the Circle s 

cultural institutions to that end UCI s 

Community Education Depanment 

was established in 1973 

Each year this effort reaches 

35 000 Clevelani; students thiough 

many worthwhile programs The 

most comprehensive is the Field Trip 

Program that serves students from 

26 Cleveland schools and arranges 

field trips with 16 of the Circle s cui 

tural institutions The field trips are 

designed to be relevant to current les 

son plans to maximi/e eath student s 

experience In addition to providing 

the admission fees UCI provides 

transportation on our Enrichment 

Express buses I When UCI buses a'e 

not in use for school programs they 

shuttle senior adults wtiii live in the 

University Circle area to many Circle 

museums and events i 

Other offerings include the Artist 

in Educahon Program that arranges 

in-school residencies for artists who 

lend their experrise in dance drama 

visual arts, and creative writmg-this 

year museum visits will add a vaiu 

able dimension For a select group 

of outstanding h.gh school students 

the Summer Scholar Program pro­

vides a five-week internship at one 

of 15 University Circle institutions 

For the first time, a program is 

being offered that addresses the 

learning needs of preschool children 

Modeled after a Smithsonian 

institution program the Early Learning 

Initiahve is an exciting effort Ihat 

brings together seven Circle institu-

hons and five area preschools under 

the direction ol UCI s Museum 

Education Specialist Diane V 

Hansson This important collaborahon 

features a curriculum that takes full 

advantage of the wonderful museum 

collections and performances offered 

by the participating instiluhons 

"The l ives of more than 

two mil l ion Cleveland 

schoolchi ldren have been 

enr iched by v is i ts to 

University C i r c l e ' s museums, 

theaters, concer t hal ls , and gardens—and University 

Circ le Incorporated has made this possib le . We 

look forward to working together to serve many more. 

\i I 



We that never close. 

ERSITY CIRCLE INCORPORATE I 

COMMUNITY EDUCAnON PROGRAM 

University Circle's concert halls, theaters, museum galleries, and gardens are living classrooms-

and the bringing together of these profound educational resources with the schoolchildren of our community is one 

of the many services provided by University Circle Incorporated. 

Since its creation in 1973. our Communi ty Educat ion Program has happily served more than two million students 

Together with our important institutions. University Circle Incorporated encourages children to enjoy 

a lifetime of learning in University Circle. 

fOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR COMMUNITY EDUCATION PROGRAM, CALL UNfVIRSITY CIRCll INCORPORATED 2H/7S1 3100 
#1 

Ejlablished tn 195'. I'niversity ('ircle Incorporated is the non-profit 

service organization dedicated to cn.iuring thc excellence of i'nii ersity Circle 

—the cultural, medical. ,ind educational center of .\oriheust Ohio. 
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Tour ism and Promotion 

"Cleveland is enjoying 

remarkable tourism growth 

w h i c h has contributed 

signif icantly to the state 's 

economy and has helped 

propel Ohio to its rank of 

sixth in the nation in the 

number of leisure v is i tors. 

An outstanding attraction. 

University C i rc le is vital to 

our national standing as a 

dest inat ion." 

— (norv'i ZiiiiiinrMi.iii. ,Sr.ir> liiiiri.iii Om.ti'i. (Wn.' /)ii-i.-u'ii , ' l Iniifl i - /i>iiri.-iii 

University Circle has been a prime 

visitor destination lor morj than 75 

years Both local visitors and out 

of-towners alike are drawn to what is 

perhaps the most .mpressive cultural 

center that has ever been built-

today It attracts more than 2 million 

visitors annually With nine museums 

outstanding performing arts orgamza 

lions and beautiful gardens, there is 

constant activity-the rich architectur 

al heritage and beauty of the setting 

are a bonus Add to that great local 

restaurants and Ihe ease of getting 

around on the Iree Circlelink shuttle, 

the result is a perfect destination 

'hat satisfies a wide range of interests 

from symphony-goers to families 

seeking a full day of fun 

Tourism is one ol the fast> st 

growing industries in the wnrld-U S 

tourism generates $422 billion annu­

ally Cleveland is happily seeing an 

increase in its tourism market and 

University Circle is a tull partne, in 

the efforts of bolh the Convention 6 

Visitors Bureau of Greater Cleveland 

and the Ohio Division of Travel 6 

Tourism 

To garner a greater share of the 

group tour segment ol the market and 

to better position the Circle as a fasci­

nating destination five of the Circle ^ 

largest atlraclions-The Cleveland 

Museum of Natural History The 

Cleveland Play House The Cleveland 

Museum of Art. The Cleveland 

Orchestra, and The Western Reserve 

Historical Society-have come together 

under the direction of University 

Circle Incorporated to hire Nancy 

Feighan the Circle s fust Toutism 

Manaaer With a focus on group 

tours, she is packaging and selling 

the Circle to groups Irom many 

states, as well as Canada 

In addition to tourism. UCI works 

ir other ways to promote University 

Circle Now in its second yeai. the 

University Circle Calendar ol Events 

remains in high demand and more 

than 500 000 Visitor Guides are 

distributed annually We handle 

inquiries from all over the world-

not oniy about the Circle as a cultural 

mecca but as a medical and educa­

tional center as wcH 

To showcase this extraordinary 

place and to encourage people to 

visit, two annual community events 

are hosted m the Circle Coordinated 

by UCI the summer s Parade The 

Circle Celebration and December s 

Holiday CircieFest have Decome 

beloved traditions and are enioyed 

by thousands 



pl 
If 
'Ay 

,.'.1 

We make our 

University Circle Incorporated welcomes tourists from near and far to the most remaritabie cultural center in the world. 

Uniworsity Circio is not only a fascinating destination, it is one of the most beautiful. With nine museums, outstanding 

performing arts, and wonderful gardens-all in one-square mita-it offers the perfect combination of culture and fun 

University Circle Incorporated strives to mike tha Circle visitoi-friendly for all of our guastt. 

Our Tourism Manager works exclusively with motorcoach tours 

(the Drcia is bus-friendly, too) to bring ever more visitors to this not-tô M-missed plact. 

FOR A FREE VISITORS MAP ft GUIDE. CAU UNfVERSITY ClRClE INCORPORATED 21I/7S1 SMS 

Established in 195". L'nitvrsity Circle Incorporated is the non-profit 

servtce organization dedicated to ensuring the excellence of University Circle 

—the cultural, medical and educational center of Northeast Ohio. 
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Is We extend our s i n c e r e to our supporters. 
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M r and Mr^ |on R Rt ih ln ian 

Mrs M o r e m e l l Rutter 

M r t iul MtN >>hn M . Saada 

M l . helK- I Sans,.n 

Mrs Harr iet te K S a k u l i 

M r ,<t.d Mrs IMiilip M V h i o s . 

M r and Mrs ( arlton l l V hnell 

M r .m.l Mrs Samuel K V » n i i 

R O I H T I , u i d j e . i i i V-aton 

\ . i m \ andWi lha tn Velha* h 

M.irla and Joseph Shahan 

Robert and i inda S\, li t.. • 

Rober t W Sharp 

H<.f .Kt- A Shepard 

M r and Mrs | . . h i i Sherwin. | i 

I 'a t rui . i .md Avi S h i w r u k 

!k- i i ShiMise aiut H . m i u h M o r g r n s t e i n 

h a m IS t SiKet. M D 

t >r M a r i o n ( Sine\ 

Mrs M i r i a m Snu id 

III .Memor\ o l H o \ M n i t l Stm t.\ 

( ha'les H Snuth. |r 

( laig R Smith 

Mrs KeK in Snnth 

M I S M a n u s I Sin\lh..-

Mr^ ( i e o r g e l ' Springer 

M T in»l Mrs R r h o n u s Stanton 

M t .md Mrs W i l h , - M : • . 

lohn M SiKknev 

J j i i aV St<»ne 

H e r l v r i I : Straw bridge 

f T.Hin\ and Seth latt 

M I and Mrs Alexander S Ia\tor. I I 

. M I . i ; id .Mrs J«>st-ph H Ihomas 

\X Havden I homps»>n 

M r and \ t r s 1 lu t ion n i o n i s o n 

John D lh..rp 

W.-SUA I . , ! 

M : itiA M ' 

Sus.ii: and |. I .. • • 

Mrs Herman I Vai l* 

I h o n i a s V H Vail 

Dr ,ind Mrs Daniel \)l \ j n Hceekeren 

M a r i K n M Vaiue. I 'h D 

Mrs M i t / i e R V e n n 

I ' j u i j Vigm>s .J i . M D 

A I Waide luh 

N o r m a n I M.un 

Haihara I t \Xebster 

Kenneth D Webster 

.MiUtt in J Wcishei • 

M I Hid Mrs t h u , . - 1> W J i o 

M I and M r . R o K - r t V ML hite 

Helen M and A l t o n U \ \ } • 

Mrs ( a r n u l U \ \ h i t ing 

( . l e n n t \X itber 

Mrs Idgar R . W iIkmson 

H e n r \ I Ml illianis 

I )tane and |a\ NX i^h 

.Mr and Mrs Albert D \X i-niar 

Ainba-vidor and Mrs M i l t o n .A Wolf 

M r and Mrs V o t i A NJloistem 

.Alan D aiui t i k i r i a NA r igh i 

Mr^ Harne t t I t ^ o u n g 

D- U i l l i U ! ! I / o r n . m 

Corporations/Foundations 

American Industrial B u i l d i n g , h u 

Associated rotates Realt\ i.ntp 

The Hares l -oundi t iou 

Hu knel l Fund 

Itrentiaii Industries. I tu 

( j l k e . H.ilter A ( . n v w o l d 

f h e A l \ ah Stoiu A Adelc ( o r n m g 

Chisholm ,MeiTH>rial Fund 

ot thc (."lc\eland Foundation 

Ihe Cleveland F«>untlatH>n 

Fhc Cleveland ('s\t hoaiiaK tu Institute 

The (teorge W ( tHlnngt in i 

Cha r iub le Foundation 

l>el»Htte A louvhe I I P 

F.Jtoit ( !orporj tKH) 

Frnst A Yv>ung 

l irvi L n u m Real F.state InveMinents 

The Fmter FamiK Fouiuiation 

I he ( t .AR F«>uiuLtii>n 

(.reater Cleveland ( . n n v t h Assmut ion 

I h e H I ( i o « H l r u h Ci>nipan\ 

I he AllH'Tt M Htgiev t ompanv 

H u m m e r Ass(Kiates 

The ( . i l b e r t U and 

Louise Irvland Huniphrev Fttundaiion 

I h e Hun t ing ton \atu>nal Hank 

I h e Martha H o i i k n |enniiigs l o u t u L l i o n 

|»M!es, Dav. Re.i\is A Pogue 

I he tumor I eague ot ( leveland. l m 

I he Kcves- Triruhatt ( ompanv 

I h e L u b r u o l l o u i u U t H ' t i 

1 l i / . ibeth R i n g Mather 

andVl ' i lham ( .vvmn .Mather Fund 

.Metrop<>|iian Savings Hank ot C l eve l and 

I l l e M u r v h Foundation 

)ohn P Murphv Foundation 

N A ( C O Industries hu 

N.dional ( u \ Hank 

(>hio Arts I H u i u ll 

O h i o M(>ntess4>n I r a i i i i ng Institute 

OstencU^rt-.Morris Collierv 

Plam I >eakT ( harities. Inc 

I Iclen I > V h u b e r i ( .hant^ble Ferni Trust 

The Searv-Swetland Fouuiiat ion 

The Scdgvvick Fuiui 

v>( The Cleveland Foundation 

Maria aiul hweph Shattan 

I h e Shcrwin-Ni ' i l l iai i is fi>un»iation 

S I K ( > F i i u n d j t i o n 

Sc^uire. Saiidets A Dvnipsev 

Suretv T Itle Agr i i i v. I i u 

rR\x iiu 

UioMipsoit H m ; A Florv P l I 

I r e n u o 

r h i ' dei t rge (.arretson NJlade 

( hanuhle Trust *t2 

l he K.ni tu>nd k»hn Wean Foundatum 

I h e S K \)liellnun Foundatum 



I he I ->2~t I iidow ii if i it 

( li.illeiii.:c 

'mriKUis 

Anoiivnious 

Anonv nmus 

A non vinous 

Anonv inous 

Anonvnious 

I he 1 S 2 T I ouiulat ini i 

A lh re ih t S\stein> ( o , I P 

M r and Mrs (.^Uetitin Alex-i tukr 

A l i l e i k a i l Heart A S M H i . i i i m i . 

-NortluMst O h i o A r f i l i j t t l i j . 

M I m d Mrs R.,hert Aiuk-tson 

j u i l e Sadee Antonie 

Ah D Askari. M I» 

M r and Mrs | H h - n d 

M l and Mrs D Robert Harber 

,Mr and .Mrs. I r j i u i s H l i e j u i . J r 

1 etgh .md f i n i Heiuielt 

Janus H H e i i C 

Robert i Hingliam 

A r l l i . i Wi)ods Hlubaugh 

R I . Ii.ud I Ht»goniolin 

,tml P,irrKl.i M Ko/e te t -k i 

l-iines ( H o L n d 

h a i i k R UoTther t . J r* 

I >r and Mrs R u h a r d A H o u l 

.Margo and lon i Hn* ken 

Pi l l ] S l lfeNtlmger 

I homa^ ( . I l n . k 

(.eorge S, Hnwke^ 

M r ai i i l Mrs t |,nk I Hi n i l , 1 

D I • ,111,1 M I - I M. - r l i i i l l i i i i i p u . 

I , i l l . . - . I l , i l l . - r e, ( , i i . M , , | . l 

l l i i .>:li ( ,111.111. 

f h . - M I 111.1 I I ( , l i : l n n l , . , i i „ l „ i , , i i 

< , i p i i . . l A i i i . - i i . ,111 I 111 111. lal ( , , r p . i i , i i i , , i , 

I . - i ^ l i ,111.1 ,M,t i \ ( iru-r 

| , , l , i i I ( lui ' l i . -v )r . ,M l> 

,Mi 111.1 ,\tr> 11,1.1.1 C i-ri.m-

l>r J i i . l ,Mr. V, M . ( l iai i i l- i-rlaii i 

I I K - , A I \ , i l i SiiMi. . \ A. l i - I . ( . . r i i i i i i ; 

t 111.ll.lllll . M . i l i i . l i il I un. l 

. . I t h . - (:l.-..- | ,ii„l l , ,„ i i , l , i t i , , i , 

I lu- I l i - \ . - i , i i i , l ( l l l i . I , . , i i . , l , i i , , i i 

l . r l l l l I ) ( ) . , l! ,Jl , M I 1 

1 \ a t l o i i , i l I 

I l l , , l l l , is ( l , | |H-t/ , 1 

I ,>.,p. r . A I Unai i . t I i I ' 

M l • 111.1 Mrs l r . - . l , r i , k I ( , , , . . i , „ , | 

M l .111,1 M r . |„naeliaii < iu , l . - | . -

,Mr 111.1 M l . Da . 1,1 A D i l v i k , , 

\ 1 u i i i . M D a . i , l . , „ , 

11,-1111,. 111.1 I l i M . I I I 111,, 

I lu I . H I . ,,t I , K . , , i , l I I , l , , | , . , i i i i , . | , s, 

K l l 1,1111,-. I D o n , I 

K . i . t - i i i a iv l i i i u l i l ) , i \ . i i i i u ; 

| , , l i i i D D r i n k . . I l u l . i . . m . i , i 

I l ' l - H l , . U - l l l ' l I .Hi l l , I l t l ,> l l 

I 111 Mt- lk- l l r , u i l l . l , i l i . n i 

I I r, 1111,11,1 I I l l l l l l 

I , , I l i l I D . . . , . 

I . i ilv < l i i l . i - . 

, i t L 1111,1 :-, 1 ,1 ,,, 

K . i lu - r t I .1 .̂-11,111 

M l k . . i ! , i , , | . , 

- \ i tal i i .nul .M.i i t .Ht ( , Kpsu-iii 

1,11. lu l t f t t ( i ) i i ip , in \ 

Hi i lu-r t I l a i r . I i i l . l 

},„(- t I l - l l . 1.1111. 

Stanley A, t .-rjiUMin 

r-crr.» h i n n . j j t K i n 

t i n n 111 I u iu l 

Dr an.l M r . J . i l in A (l,.n<-r 

A l l . - l l I I I . , r . i 

I h l - ( , A K I m i i u i i t i . i i i 

( f f i i * ( i rp T . i t .n i la l i . i i i 

l l t - i i la inin S, (n-rM>ti l A t m h F i iu i i da lu i i i 

! ' )hi i I I ( . l i . - r l i i i i 

K i ' l u - r l I ( , l i . i - r 

M I 111.1 M r . l l r i a i i S, (,l,-iss<-r 

K . - . I i n u . 1 ( , m u l , . 

I h l - I I M . i K K l r i i l l f . u i i u l a t i i . i i . I n . 

( M U H K I - J I I III- , i i i j Kuhl>i-i ( . i n ipa iu 

r.rt-alt-r ( I t - . t l i i u l f , row tit ,AM<I. Mri . t i i 

I t i i - t . r i i - s l a i i i i K t . u i i i , l , , r i , , , i 

f l i - , ( | ( . M l l l t l l 

M l 111.1 M r . J,ini.-. It i , , • 

I 111 ( i . i r . l i i i i an.l I tiir,i ( . i i i i . l I m i i u i i t i , ,n 

I l i t H o i l o l i M r l i i i ) , , l l , v I f | , i ^ , , f ) 

r , . r a l , l I l l , i ; ^ i i l v l l • 

Sti-plii-ii I ' I I 1,-1 

J a m t i ( I l l l l l l , 

( i t i r d o n I > 11,1111111 

l l r l a i i 1 l l a r t / i - l l 

M r ami M r . I K - n r . K 11 n, i , I I I 

Mrs V . m l< l l a . i . 

I l l , k , t r \ Iii \ .-snii,-!it \ , , I 

H i l l l l l l l l . . 

M I an.l M l . ^ 1 I i ' It 

l l r i a i i I i l . i l l t - i 

L l l l l l I I l l i . l l i s u i , I , 

M r .111.1 M r . M i , | , a , l I I I , . , 

( . , M ,111.1 I'ain.-l i S I l l , : I 

< . . . i r i j i - ,M I 'uinphn-v, I I 

I lu- Hi i i i t i i i j : t ,>n \ i tu . i i 11, . 

,Mr> l>,i i i>l S l i i f ia lK* 

I 111 I ,,111.1- 11 Mill 

I ' l . l . l S llle.llls I ..1111.1,111,>|, 

I l l uul ,Mr. S. , . l t I t l i i k l . 

Mrs ( . i r i i i - l i , l i . - lan. l* 

M r aiul ,Mis | , i i i u - . I ) I , , ,,, . I l l 

I IK- Irt-laii.t t o i i n i l i t u . i , 

111 ,M,- i iu i r \ ,11 k I 1. n i i : . ! , . i , 

111.1 M j i j ; a n - t AIl . - i i In-I.i iul 

l.iiii-s, Dav U.-a. I ,-. I - , , 

I ' l i i l i p H K i l i i i 

M r ali . l M r , ( . k , : K,, 

•> I I I - K . i l i i i i i a n , l s . | 

D a i u l I l . - . , l i \ 

,Ml an.l Mrs • I 1 

A m u 111.1 i Inu . l 

I l i i i .-r 1 I u i i K t i l 

< , i l lK-r i i i . - 11 I .,1'u .1, 

I Iu- I I \ 1 . . i i i i . i i i i . i n 

K,.1-1-11 K i 111,1. 

M i D i i i u l . l ^ I ,., 

I . . u i u i i t u i i i 

lanus I M , \ l , , n i ^ l . 

Ali-v M a . haski-i 

Mrs Ann.- M M j i w . - I 

I l i / aK- th U m i l M i t h i - r an.l 

V^i l l l a l l i ( , « l i l l l Mathi-r l u i i . l 

K , , h , - r t A Mavi-r 

Mrs U h . a <, M r l t z . r 

Sir an.l Mr. A Mjla . lii Miv.m III 

,M Thomas .MiKin-

•Mr, and Mrs J,>hii ( ,Morli-N 

T lu- M u r . h h f u i i i . i i t i i M i 

Das i J A 111../ Mvi- is h o t i i i i i i t i . i r . 

N A ( ( ( ) l i u l i i . l r i t . , I ru 

, M i an.l M r . S i . - r l i i i j ; , \ t - . u - l l . !r 

M r * anil Mrs k H, .nr \ N . i r w i h . J r 

O h l ' i .M, ' lHcs. . ir i t ra in ing liistltutt-

t, l I > ' \ i - i l l I ,-rd<>\Miu-nt 

I hi- VI l l l i am I j i i i l 

l>.in>th\ K O N c i l l l . i u i i i l i t K i i i 

M r aiul M r . . U I Imt I'aiiu-

I ' a in fUvhtx- r , l m 

.Mrs l . i n i i n i i - l ' , i t t \ 

t hi- Pas lit- t und 

M r s ,A ; )t-an I V r r \ * 

,Vlr < harli-s I I'lt-rson 

M r , and M I S j i i svpl i l> I'l^.ott 

,Mr * j i i . t Mrs Kt-iin.-th I I ' l nk i - r lon 

M l , i i id M r , I d « a r , l I l ' , . , l , , : ; i 

K 1 . hard % l\>^*ut-

I 'r i-l i-rrn < l i - n l . n . l 

KI 'M , In. 

-Mrs Altri-d M H , , , • „ , 

M r and Mrs A l l r , ,! ,M k a i i k i i i . J r 

.Mr • and Mrs I i n i , , I i , l( . , 

Sarah I * k . ih i - r r s t i i i 

I hiinias H KiHi l s ld i i 

l>r I hi-»dt.ri- A Saii.lt-

S tu Ill-Ill- I Salisiiii 

l i . h i i and S.,||. S ,h i l l / i -

M r aiul VIr . Sairiur! K S i , m l 

k i i h c r t and |t-aii S t ' i t i i i i 

I hi- Sci l l l l l l l i t u i i da t t i i n 

M i s l l l t - r s Si- . lnwuk. . | r 

I hi- St-dgwiik ( und 

I ' l I l i l - ( i i - u - | j n i l f . . u n . l i f , . . i i 

M a l l a and J i u i p h Slialraii 

l ( , .h t - r t I Shak 11,• 

l . i l l l i I Slit-lli-t 

Ml iha t - I S l i iTMii i 

< r.ii>; k Si inih 

\ a i u \ K i i i i ; Smith 

Sti-iii k . u - A I , i r i i l } , i i i i 

M I and Mrs Da. ul S Sii-mtr 

M l an.l Mrs k i i h i - r r D Sturi-s 

S i i l l l t . i i i l a i i i i K i D i i j i d a t i i m 

t r l l l l l l , i i id St-tli taft 

S.t-lsiiii fall-, ,tt f iHl l l . ia t i . in 

Dr .1 \ l i i - , I j \ l , . r 

M r and M i s Jiisi ph I I I h i . i i i a . 

I l l - n i l 11 

Hu- l , l i /ahi- lh M a i u l \ * i ! l i a i i i ( l i i -uhah 

l i i i u l , , | l l u - ( It-M-laiul (i .uiidali. ,11 

M l and M r . k i . h,itd I I l i i I l i . 

l>r l \an H lurnt-r 

L ii ivt-rsiti Hospitals . . t ( I rn - l a i i d 

I tu- <;t..iri,.i (.arrt-tstin Vkadt-

I haiiraMi- I r i i . t t : i 

\^ i l i u m M Vlflst-r 

r h o n u s ( : . \Mit . i - l t . r 

A l l i i n V, hiti-houst-

H t n r s I A l l i u m s 

I >Mnt- and ja t U nh 

M r and M r . K . - K - r t F Woulc 

H nr\ I / u i k i r 



The Circle Bench Project 

/H iippn,iiitiou to tin tolloinm; 
iOtUhhufors tvUo hiur pttriliu>i tl 
park ht th ht > iti thi imtuU phasv of 
Hu Cmh- lictith Ihofiit: 

Mtred I Arthur 

I IH Hf K k I uDilv 

Mr^ ( in.l H Hutlei 

Mrs John H I )einpsey 

I >oMk'y"s. Im 

Mr arn! Mr^ (.eoige M Huniphrey, II 

( k - e - r g e M *v Paliu-la S H u m p h r I m 

Rolvrt atul Rutl . KaniK i 

Mar\ I tiziheth Klein 

Robert Kl.-n 

Kulas I ouiKlatioK 

Mr .md .Mrs |ohn < Moilev 

\ A ( ( O Industries. I m 

Mr and Mrv J.miev D Reid, | j 

Mr md Mrs Samuel K Stovil 

Mr ansi Mrs |os«.ph D Sullivan 

Mr ariii Mrv Joseph H I bonjas 

V & V I outklaiion 

Mr ami Mrs ( harles D ^X. ll . i 

Mr athi Mrs f.*hn S Vl iJbur. | f 

In Memory of Kenneth J Pmkerton. 

3 benches 

Mizabt-th Ring .M.ithi i md 

VK ith ,111 < 1 .V mil M tthr. t I un.i 

Nemed Endowed Funds 

1 ^ ^ . . I - I . .IklatlOli 

|ohi) D Drinko Tiul4>iMne')r 

I he Hosie'k i I ouiiiiaiiou 

lhe Melleii I oundation 

Mrv David S Ingalh lund 

I he I (Hliv ( I md 

Davut S Ingalls loundafiou 

( he Irelaik! iinnuUiU'ii 

111 MeniotV ot R I ivillgMon 

.iml Margaret Alk-ii lielin.i 

Mr .»nd Mrs (, Kobeir K k i i i 

.\iiue Hid I liner I iiidv,-th ( ndownuiu 

I li/abeih Ring Mathei .uul 

\X lUi.irii < r\K inn Mathei f und 

1 I ( > Nelll f.ndowineni 

Ihe Setond |ouiKlatu>n 

I h e Hi7al .e(h .M arh) 

illiaui t htnihttt i und 

Restricted 

/// apprtiiMton to thi tolhwinx' 

• vtf^'-'.tr •' •>! 

SttpportHig UGl s land banking 9tion% 

Ani iiivnioiis 

AiiK-ri*an (neetin^' ; 

Centernn Fner>^' FourulatJon 

I he (.eorge W ( •(H(ringt4>ii l u m • r-

Mrs Ihul-e 'h W Fvan* 

H i r r y K attd I tnm;i R I<>x( h 

Ihe Albert M Higlcy ( ompan. 

\atuMial ("ity Hank 

Fhsalx tb V veran*f P.nniM hmndxvif i 

The Siu rWkk (un<i 

ot Ibe ( leVtTand found^ion 

L'fWV' ' ' • • • ' • V ].itl.* 

Kiil 

Investing $100,000 and above 

in vttat initiatives 

- i . d j t l o t . -

Tlu- < k-vtUnd (»>undatioii 

The (.eorffe (.ui.d I ouiitlatioit 

Kcv-t^orp 

Mr and Mrs (, R.,h,it Kkin 

Kulav I ounvtation 

} liMhedi Ming Mather j»d 

\^ liil (in (.vv inn Mather I mid 

|o|in P Wirphv lourbtatioii 

Ihe R.inbercrr fourhiaintn 

Funding UCI s 10th Annual Summer 

Scholar Program 

Jenmngs I>•> 

rs I otimiatioM 

Ibe \ord*«>n ( t)rp<»iau*>M loumlatrou 

Upgredmg the Hniversity Circle 

Police Department s 

Communications System 

Designating contributiont 

to other restricted funds 

I he ( ievetaiul I oalutJtU'n 

k'bn P Murphv I < urulaiKn! 

f hzabeth Ring Mathei 

.ind VI iltiani (>vvinii .M.iiher I i.nd 

Mrs K - u M •s-iith 

Supporting a planning study for 

improvements to East 106th Street 

/" apprcaation tor iVtttnhunotis to 
( 'unrr>tly (jriU '< luv umirMiiMiry 
nrtit\ Paradi thf (ATCU- (A'khratioti 

''•I H '-I: f '-fl • 

Mafor sponsorship support 

Ilie deorge (.un.l lourKiitHH 

Generous assistance 

Hest Sand ( orp«jrat«Hi 

( iry HJue 

(!lev<.-t^l Parei)' 

I tbri ( "enters i XIK • i. 

I ree I mie* 

HiQshk D.irv 1 Itu 

Ohli> A n ^ t siUll; l l 

VI IX>K I M 

VLKSL - I M 

[ l l , t Ui:tuh.,l-



Statements of! in,mei,il Position 
' ' i i ivir>ily Cirde //i i . ' r /nir. i / i-i / 

/ n i l , 111 

Assets 

( , . .s l l 

A l < (Hints a-t en . i l ik-

l i i l t -n-s i rct f i v . i b k -

I ' r i -p . iu l i.-\[niis(.-s 

< i i i i f r i l H i i K i i i s rt-ti-iv.ihli.-

( >llk I .isscis 

( ) t t i n - t - i | i i i p i i K - m . in-t 

Niitc-s n-i civ.ihk-

U i i r f s t r i i t t- i l i i iM-s t i iunts 

R l - r m tt-i l iiiM-siiiH-iits 

I ' u -p . l l i l li-.lsi-

l . i i i i l 

l i l l l l l l l l l j i s . IH-t 

I c i l . l l . A s s e t s 

liabilities anil Net AssBts 

Liabilities 

. ' \ i 11 l u m . |i.i\.il>K-

I ' r i -p . i i i l ri-M.-iiik-

< >tlH r l i . i | i i l i iR-s 

I i i i i t ;- t( .-rMi i l i - l n 

l o t . i l l i . ihil i tn-s 

Net Assets 

Uiir t -s t i k n - i l 

l i i i i p o i . i r i K u-str i i t i - i l 
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Cleveland Hearinj^ & Speech Cenier 

• 2 ̂ 9̂6 ^ h 

January 30. IM.H ENVIROr^fv^ENTAL " i L ^ 

DOCUlViENT - % T - T T ^ / ' 

Ollk c of the Secretaiy 
C ase Control Unit 
I inance Docket No 33388 
Surlace I ransmtrtaliou Board 
li>25 K Stieet. NW 
Washington. D C. 20423-0001 

Attn; 1 laine K Kaiser. 
I.nvironmental Project Director 

nea> Ms Kaiser; 

l ast Wedn-.'sday a group of University Circle e\ecuti\es met to ie\icu the 
jMoposed routing ol CSX and Noifolk Southeni tVeight traHic through Unixersity 
Ciicle in Cleveland. Ohio .As \sas cleai tiom our numerous questions. man\ ot us 
ha\e signiticani conceni>. particularh tiom a satety perspective 

As detailed, the possibility that up to XI.000 freight cars containing ha/ardous 
cargo uould he transiting through l'niversitv Circle annuallv While the accident 
statistics that were |)re.sented are somewhat leassunng. it was evprcsseii quite 
clearlv that the possibility of seriou., accident cannot be eliminated I uould like to 
most strongly encourage you to convey to the Surface I ransportation Hoard the 
unique nature ofthe University Cir 'e area It certainly has the largest 
concentration ot ho.spitals. nursing and elderlv can- facilities and other institutions, 
such as our own Clevela'id Hearing »̂  Speech Center, uhich uork with v cry 
special populations Mow could a ha/ardous cargo accident be contained should it 
occur uithiii the contines ot denselv popul aed l'niversitv C iicle ' 

1 his organi/ation. Cleveland lleanng & Speech Center, must express its particular 
concerns regarding the signiticant increa.ses in noise uhich such volumes ot rail 
tratiic v^ollld create (hi a dailv basis our agencv seiAes persons uith signiticant 
heaniig loss resulting tiom long term exiiosiue to noise We also see the 

niot, i:uiUd .Aie-tu. psycho! .gica! consequences to persons uiio sutler tioni noise exposuie Whv aic 
the noise abatement considerations vvhich aiu av s are applied to aiiportN not 

cic I ciand . Oh,,I .̂̂ ^̂ ^ ,„„ instance'' Should there not be similar noise abatement regulations 

which api>lv to the railroad indi it 

) I .1 X : i f : 1 7 1 4 1 



Of an even more significant iiature is our concem that the proposed rail traffic is 
being routed through lou income neighborhoods Are there not altemativ e routes 
that could be used'.' 

While I understand the need for railroad transportation, particularly in a booming 
economy. I ain hoping that the questions raised in this letter can be constructiv ely 
addres.sed and reviewed. 

Sincerely, 

Bernard P Henri. Ph D 
Executive Director 
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.Arnold Dahni 
Church ofthe Covenant 
11205 Euclid .Ave 
Cleveland. OH 44106 

Januarv 29. 1998 

Office of the Secretarv 
Case Control Unit 
Finance docket No 33388 
Surlace Transportation Board 
1925 K Streei. N W 
Washington D C 20423-0001 

Dear Sirs, 

The Church of the Covenant is located in University Circle. Cleveland, Ohio The CSX and 
NS railroads have proposed a change in raii traffic through the City of Cleveland which would 
draniaticallv increase rail traffic through the heavilv congested University Circle area We oppose 
this plan and urge the Surface Transportation Board to adopt an alternate plan proposed by 
Cleveland mayor. Micfiae! VV hite 

Our chutch has a large number of elderly members who live in the Judson retirement and 
nursing communities in close proximity to the rail line We also serve stude vts at Case Westem 
Reserve Univ^rsilv located next to the rail lines W e feel that these populations of onr members, 
particularlv the elderlv and infirm, are endangered bv the proposed heavv traffic. 81.000 cars- year, 
of Hazardous Matenals It would be difficult to rapidlv evacuate these members in the event of 
an accident accompanied by a spill of hazardous matenals 

Our church is a leading advocate for the poor, and powerless and for minonties in Cleveland 
We have by intention a racually diver,se congregation We object to the proposed plan ofthe CSX 
and NS railroads which vvill place the burden of an increase in noise, pollution, and danger of 
hazardous spiHs on the minority and low income population through which this increased rail 
traffic vvill pass 

Sincerely yours. 

Arnold J Dahm, President 
Church ofthe Covenant 

ENViRONiViENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Attn Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Environmental Filmy 
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CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY 

January- 30. 1998 

The Honoiable Michael R. White 
Mayor. City of Cleveland 
601 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland. Ohio 44114 

Dear Mayor White: 

Thank you for bringing to our attention the proposal by CSX and Noifolk 
Southern to increase significantly the number of trains being routed through 
University Circle. These tracks lun dlrecUy through our campus, where we 
accommodate 10.000 students and nearly 5.000 faculty and staflf members. In 
discussion with University Circle. Inc.. and our InsUtuUonal neighbors here in 
tlie Circle, it is apparent that the proposed increase in train traffic raises 
important issues that need to be examined before tiie project can proceed. 

At best, the Increased noise generated by addiUonal traffic would be a 
nuisance. Perhaps more troublesome Is tiie eflfect of the increased vibration 
that would be produced. These are matters we will need to examine carefully. 

Most disturbing, however. Is the prospect that emissions from train 
engines would be quadrupled In an area which previous studies (not conducted 
by CWRU) have shown to be one in whieh air currents do not rapidly disperse. 
Thus, particulates and other emissions from Increased train trafflc might be 
expected to concentrate in the University Circle area, a situation that has 
mplications for pubUc health. We have not had an opportunity to study this 
natter adequately yet. but 1 suspect it is an Issue that wtU be of interest to the 

larger community as well. 

My heartfelt request is that the Surface Transportation Board expect that 
the railroads engage the community in a thorough discussion of these and 
other concems that have been raised about their proposal, including a review 
of the environmental consequences ofthe change. We support your effort to 
secure such a comnuUnent. and we will cooperate with your office in doing so. 

Sincerely, 

A / n n r Pv-ttP / Agnai P>lte 
Piesident 

'C400 ELCIIO * v f ' i . e i04.T Ao« !>«n Po«d 



ASSOCIATED 

ESTATES 

MANAGEMENT 

COMPANV 

January 30, 1998 

O f f i c o o i tho S e c r e t a r y 
Cast? C o n t r o l U n i t 
Finance Docket No. 3 3 388 
liurfacf.' T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K .Street, N.W. 
Washinqton D.C. 20423-0001 

D<?ar Ms. K a i s e r , 

I am w r i t i n g to you regarding grave conoerns D have r e l a t e d to the pro­
posed r a d i c a l l y increased routing of t r ^ n t r a f f i c through O n i v e r s i t y 
Cirt:]<^ by CSX and N o r f o l k Southern. 

I manaqe avv.r 625 Jiuit<;s and 70,000 square f e e t o f o f f i c e and r e t a i l 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s some d i r e c t l y a d j a c e n t t o and o t h e r s i n c l o s e p r o x i n i t y 
t o t h e M a y f i e l d Road e l e v a t e d t r a c k s . 

Ov(>r 400 of my re s i d e n t s I i v ? i n low income HUD subsidized properties 
for thii e l d e r i y ana i.andicappoc and low iriiv-i.'.e taunxAx-iS. Abington Arms, 
a HUD B u i l d ^ i g for iow income eLderly and handicapped, i s located l e s s 
than 500 f e e t from the e l e v a t e d t r a c k s . 

1 do not b e l i e v e t h a t the data prottided by CSX and NS s u f f i c i e n t l y r e -
l a t ( f s the n e g a t i v e impact o f increased t r a f f i c o f a p p r o x i a a t e l y 20 s o w 
t r a i f i s A day t o 80 p l u s t r a i n s a day. While t he added noise alone f o r 
(.'levated t r a c k s i s o f concern, my g r e a t e r concern i s t h e heavy i n c r e a s e 
o f p o l l u t a n t s t h a t not o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t l y impact a i r q u a l i t y , b u t aay i n 
f ac:t bf? i n t r o d u c i n g c a r c i n o g e n i c and o t h e r p o l l u t a n t s w i t h wide r e a c h i n g 
m<?dical r e p e r c u s s i o n s . 

With the increased transportation of t o x i c waste, cones the increased 
p o t e n t i a l for the devastating e f f e c t of a major s p i l l which would occur 
i n t h i s densely populated area. 

S02S Swetland Court 

Richmond Hts , Ohio 44143 

Phone ?16 261 5000 

Fax 216 ?89 9600 



You may not be aware of the unique nature of Un i v e r s i t y C i r c l e . D i ­
r e c t l y adjacent to the r a i l l i n e i s the h i s t o r i c community of L i t t l e 
I t a l y and n a t i o n a l l y r€»nowned h o s p i t a l s and u n i v e r s i t y . The C i r c l e i s 
home to many c u l t u r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s includinq, the world reno%med 
c:ieveland Museum of Art and the Cleveland Orchestra. The C i r c l e i s 
al s o the home of an additional 1200 HUD subsidized s u i t e s for the elder­
l y , as we l l as many conventional apartments and businesses. Studies 
show that upwards of 30,000 people populate the C i r c l e on any given day. 

On behalf of myself, my residents and neighbors, I urge you to demand 
from the t r a i n companies more i n c l u s i v e infonnation on the adverse 
a f f e c t s . I further urge you to support the a l t e r n a t e plans proposed 
by Mayor Michael R. White, which takes the ad d i t i o n a l t r a f f i c through 
the i n d u s t r i a l c o r r i d o r s with minimal impact upon the r e s i d e n t i a l 
neighborhoods. 

I believe an open meeting with yourself and the residents and i n s t i t u ­
tions of U n i v e r s i t y C i r c l e w i l l enable you to make a more informed 
decision that would best benefit the community as a whole. 

8inc;erely, 

G a i l M. Eovito 
Senior Property Manager 

ATTN: E l a i n K. K a i s e r , 
Enviromental P r o j e c t Director 
Enviromental F i l i n g 
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11501 Mayfield Road • Cleveland. Ohio 44106 
(216) 791-5025 • Fax; v216) 791-0370 

DOCUMENT 

Office of the Sccretar> 
Case Contntl I nil 
Finance Docket No. 
Surfacc Transportation Board 
1925 K. Street, N.U . 
V\ ashington I) C . 20423-OOflI 

Januar> 29, 1998 

Attn: Klaine K. Kaiser, Knvintnmcntal Project Director 

l ocated in I niversity C ircle, .\hington Arms is an I I M ) assisted liigh rise apartment building for 
hm-income elder" , and mobility disabletl i esidents. \l)in<:ton \>.is built in this cultural area to 
offer its residents a quality living en>ironniint. We ha\e ;i total ii\ 152 units with 157 tenants with 
approximately (yit in the disabled categor\. 

Abington Arms is located appro\imatel\ 4"'5 feet Irom (he bridge with elevated railroad tracks, 
in 1.ittle haly, an Historic Distnct. Ofgrciil c<»n« erii to tis is the nv̂ ^ ( SX merger. I heir 
proposed route will increase freight rail U;illk Ihrough our area from 20 tr:iins/da> to 
approximately SI trains/day and as the et<tn(>ni> ini|)r(»\es. Nolume would also increase. I he 
negative impact on our residents, in terms ,d health and well-being is enormous: ie, a triple 
increase of noise levels w hich cannot be anulioraled because the tracks are elexated; dangerously 
increased levels of pollutants and carcinogenic materials in the immediate environment: and the 
increased probabilit> of accidents iinol\in«: railroail tt ;insporte(l ha/ardous materials. 

Abington Arms is only cme of man\ M I I ) assisteil senior apartment buildings located in the 
rni\ersit> ( ircle area comprised td af)proxinii Ul) 1200 units, with apprti\imatel> 1210 elderh. ttf 
which 225 o u l d be identified as disabled. \ daMime railroad accident, in\(dving an ha/ardous 
spill, I'ccessitating evacuation of these nunil)ers orpeo|)le plus all ofthe other approximateiv 
30,000 people who work in the I nixersily C ircle area daih would be a disaster of inimcHsurable 
proportions. 

IMease consider the alternate routes pro()i«siii \n mn ( it\ of ( k\eland M.i>or \N hite. 

.Most sincerelv vours. 

ABI.N(.T(>\ A i m s 
) 

i:ii/abeth H. l ie i l , 
Administrator 





FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL: 
ABINGTON ARMS RENTAL OFFICE 791-5025 
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Living Room Bedroom 

TYPICAL 2-BEDROOM SUITE 
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Independent, Active Living For Seniors 

1 & 2 BEDROOMS 
11501 Mayfield Road 

Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
Abington Arms feotures the perfect mix or comrort care ana convenience in tne historic Murray Hili 
area. We unaerstand the special needs of seniors, and we provide for them in a friendly environment 
that offers the service, quality and value those who have reached retirement age deser̂ ye and expect 
Designed with a vanety of features and amenities Abington Arms offers attractive, comfortable suites, 
gracious community areas and personalized services that cater to active seniors seeking an independent 
retirement lifestyle. Make it your new home today. 

i ) 
ASSOCIATED 

ESTATES REALTY 

CORPORATION (216j 791-5025 
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Professionally Managed Bv Associated Estate Managemenr Company 

11501 Mayfield Rd. 
Cleveland, Ohio 44106 

(216) 791-5025 
A Quality Associated Estates 
Community for independent 
Seniors Offering: 

APARTMENT FEATURES 

• I and 2 Bedrooms 

•Special Wheelchoir Adapted Suites 

• Hedt, Wdter & Electric Included 

• Kitchen with Breakfdst Bdr 

•Refrigerdtor & Electric Ronge 

•Fully Cdrpeted Suites 

•Abunddnt Closet Spdce 

• Hdndicop Accessible Entry-Wdys 

•Individudlly Controlled Hedt 

•Mini-Blinds In Bedrooms 

•Smoke Detectors & Automatic Sprinklers 

• Four Laundry Centers m Buildmg 

• Intercom Entry System 

•Coble TV Available 

RECREATION 

• Picnic Area with Grill 

• Librory, Chopel, Music Room and Art Room 

• Big Screen TV In Community Room, 

•Social Activity Progroms 

• Art Therapy Program 

DINING 
• Community Room with Kitchen 
^Honne CooKed Breakfast 5 Doys-o-Week) 

CONVENIENCE 
• RTA at Your Door 

• Door-to-Door CRT Senior Transportation Service 
•Walk to Shopping & Dining 

•Visiting Podidtrists Twice Monthly 

•Services Coordinator 

•Easy Access to Major Highways, Medical 
Facilities Senior & Community Center 

i2r 
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5̂5 South Center Street 
i^Orangc, Ohio 44050 

January 29. 1998 
founded 1675 

Office of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Finance Dowket No 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Washington, IX^ 20423-0001 

Dear h/Is Kaiscr, 

I would like to voice several concems on the proposed Conrail AcquisilTon' Rai! traffic will 
increase in our sm&ll municipality from 14 to 54 trains pa day We object lo that great an 
intTease 

Our Fire Department and Rescue Squad is manned bv volunteers OUT Village has a full-time 
Police Force The increased rail traffic and increased length of trBins WT.f isolate one side of our 
Vi'lage'TowTiship from their emergency vehicles and'or emergency personnel Thi; can become a 
life threatening situation if needed personnel or equipment cannot get to a disturbance, an 
accidcwl or fire scene in a timely manner 1 would like lo remind you that mmutes, if not 
seconds, can mean hfe or death in many situations For safety reasons we must state thai we 
disapprove ofthe increased Iraffic. 

On the same note, we believe there is a need for flashing lights at .̂ -ur Township Railroad 
Crossings These crossings are dangerous now If the increased rail u t̂Tic is allowed, they will 
become deadly 

We ilso musi insist that if this plan is permitted to go forward that a wntten Kmergencv 
Response Plan '"or Rail Personnel and f,ocai Service {Providers t-e impleminted wnth joint training 
provided and funded by the railroad on an annual basis 

We need to have our concems addressed We do not feel that the lime period for voicing cur 
concems is long enou^ for as lo review all the issues which would affect our community, 
therefore, with due respect wc request an extended heanng time jxnod so that wc and our 
citizens may respond to the railroad s request for this expansion 

It is hoped that you will takt our concerns under advisement 

Respectfully, 

Donna R Stewart 
Mayor, Village of LaGrange 

ENViR0NMEf4iAL 
DOCUMENT 
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UNIVlKsm 

CIKCLE Timothy j . Peppp J 

Januar\ 30. 1998 

Oflice ofthe Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Finance Docket No 33388 
.Surface T ransportation Board 
1925 K Street. N W 
Washington. DC 20423-0001 

Ladies or Gentlemen: 

DOCUMENT 

CSX and Norfolk Southern Railroads ha\e Hied a joint application with the Surface 
rran5fX)rtation Board to acquire the Conrail Railroad, and subsequently di\ide Conrail s assets 
1 ha\e hoen advised that this joint \enture will result in a th'-eefold increase in freight tram 
tralLic thri; ' 'ni\eisit> Circle to include 44.OOO carloads ofha/ardous waste 

University Circle is the cultural, medicai. and educational center of Cleveland and Northeasi 
Ohio It is the home of internationail\ renowned museums illustrious pertormmg arts 
organizations an eminent uni\ersit\ and college, noted music and art schools, prominent 
hospitals and clinics, important heallh and human serxice agencies and many religious 
institutions 

.Maintaining public safety in l'ni\ersit\ Circle is the responsibilitx ofthe l'ni\ersit\ Circle 
Police Department (1 'CPD) A key ingredient ofthe I CPD mission is to prov ide a .safe 
en\ ironment that allows the valuable institutions located in the Circle to thrive 1 vvould be 
remiss in my respt)nsibilit\ to this mission if I failed to express mv concem for the alTect the 
proposed rail plan may have on the safetv and qualitv of life in rniversitv Circle I his 
communitv has vet to be engaged in dialogue bv the parties to the profx>scd acquisition I his 
lack of inclusion is both mappropriale and unacceptable l'niversitv Circle is far too important 
to the life and v itality of greater Ciev '̂land to be excluded from a decision that vviii have aflecl 
thru the next millenrimm I request vou consider I niversitv Circle as this process pnveeds 

' < Timothy 
Chief of Police 

•4-
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Position on Norfolk Southern/CSX Acquisition 
Finance Docket 33388 

City of Olmsted Falls, Ohio 

The City of OInnsted Falls Ohio is firmly opposed to the proposed acquisition of 
ConRail trackage by Nor'olk Southern and CSX because of the impact that 
increased rail traffic will have on our town unless certain mitigations are 
introduced 

We protest any attempt to vacate usage of the cut rent Norfolk Southern (former 
Nickel Plate) Tracks known as segment N-80 on the Cleveland-Vermilion Run 
and divert traffic to segment N293 also known as the Cleveland to Vermillion Run 
or to Segment C-061 known as the Berea to Greenwich Run 

We also challenge the accuracy of traffic figures projected on line segments 
N293 and C-061 (Exhibit 1 and 2) because they do not indicate total traffic, 
lacking information regarding special trains, passenger trams short engine hauls 
and work trams all of whicn impact the total time crossings are blocked Mana 
Ward of the PR staff on the ConRail Dearborn Division indicates that actual traffic 
on Segment N293 averages 93 trains per day This is confirmed by the Berea 
Tower (see map Exhibit 1 and 2) whicii handles between 90 and 105 trains per 
day The Berea Tower notes 16 actual trams per day on Segment C-061 We 
would request that STB-SEA confirm the accurate daily count from ConRail 
Dearborn Division for the Ene to Chicago run and the ConRail Indianapolis 
Division for the Berea to St Louis run Our expenence shows actual trains on 
segments noted above to be much higher as indicated 

The reason we challenge the figures is the direct effect those numbers have on 
blocked crossings per day for emergency runs, school bus transportation and 
general traffic As noted on the enclosed map. Exhibit 3 the City of Olmsted 
Falls IS situated in an area where both line segments bisect the town and 
corresponding traffic on heavily traveled St Pt 252 Columbia Road The 
average daily traffic count for the portion of Columbia Road crossing line 
Segment C 061 at crossing FRA ID 524367U is based on Cuyahoga County 
(Ohio) Engineer Traffic Study of July 20 1993 and is determined to be in excess 
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of 9500 ADT The average daily traffic count for the portion of Columbia 
crossing Segment N293 is determined by the same source to be m excess of 
11,500 ADT The need for an up-to-date traffic count is necessary ,as traffic has 
increased due to more homes in the area and traffic frcm southern Lorain and 
Medina Counties using SR 252 to gain access to Interstate Rts 4S0 and 90 to 
our north 

Using the statistics for blocked crossing time in Table C-5 it is calculated that 
Columbia Road on Segment C-061 will be blocked 2 8 hours per day when trains 
are traveling at 30 miles an hour This creates an untenable situation for our 
safety forces in emergency response whether to fires, medical squad runs, or 
general police emergencies The only potential solution to this problem (created 
also for the City of Berea to the East) is that both Cities would respond to any fire 
or medical call in a proscribed area at the same time thus creating a heavy 
economic burden on the City's treasury m both communities It seems this 
situ-tion requires the mitigation measure outimed m Section 3 7 3 on page 3-19 
of the Draft EIS Specific communications between the railroads and emergency 
dispatch center would almost certainly be required That situation could be 
resolved also by a separated grade crossing to eliminate Acquisition-related 
impacts on thp crossing The City of Olmsted Falls cannot fund a second fire 
facility nor the staff to maintain it in the area of town which would be blocked by 
traffic on Segment C061 (Exhibit 7 ) 

On Line Segment C-061 the Ldn would need to be calculated for the housing 
developments immediately before the FRA ID 524367U and 524368B because 
there is less that 80 rods or 1320 feet separating these segments and the Ohio 
Revised Code requires trains whistles to be sounded three times when 
approaching grade crossings Compounded with the ambient wayside noise 
outlined on page OH-74 unless some measure mitigates the noise at said 
crossings the ncise would exceed 70 Ldn which is unacceptable for residential 
areas (See Fig re 3 1 m Exhibit 4 ) 

We would request consideration for Grade Mounted Horn systems outlined on 
Page F-12 of the EIS on crossings FRA ID 524364Y FRA ID 524367U and FRA 
ID 524368B on Segment C-061 The State of Ohio Revised Code (Sections 
4955 32 and 4999 04 Exhibit 6B) contains directions for warning at grade 
crossmgs it gives individual communities the nght to introduce regulations of 
sucn warnings with the municipal corporation limits (See Figure F-13 in Exhibit 5 
and 6 . 
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Similarly we would request Grade Mounted Horn systems outlined on page F-12 
on four at-grade crossings on Sv-gment N293 which already are in a 65-70 Ldn 
because of location under the approach to Cle '̂Cfand Hopkins International 
Airport which has announced plans to extend the major SW runway from 8999 
feet to 12,500 ft putting nearly half the town under the 70-75Ldn in that area 
(See Figure F-13, Exhibit 5 and 6^ 

Both segments, N293 and C061, beanng increased traffic would increase delay 
in general traffic but more specifically in Public School busses trying to deliver 
children to two elomentary schools one parochial school one middle school and 
one high school on time The delay in educational aitendance must be 
addressed These buildings are outlined on the enclosed map Also included are 
logs from the Olmsted Falls School Transportation Bus Garage noting problems 
with trams State law requires busses not to cross tracks when signals are 
engaged Our school busses run nine shifts per day beginning at 6 40 a m and 
concluding at 5 05 p m . not including special routes such as athletic events and 
field tnps Furthermore, the Cities of Lakewood a, id Fair^iow Park (to our north) 
house their school transportation stock at the Olmsted Fails School Bus Garage 
and blocked crossing lead to delays in these two systems also. (Exhibit 8) 

Segment N293 traverses the Olmsted Falls Histonc Distnct which has two 
buildings on the National Register ot Historic Places withm 500 feet of that line 
segment We are sure you must do a Section 106 Review as outlined m the 
National Histonc Preservation Act of 1966 referred to on page G-2 of your EIS 
Mitigation measures might also include the Grade Mounted Horn System outlined 
on Page F-12 (Exhibit 9 Histonc Distnct) 

One of our recurnng problems with Segment N293 is trains that stop and block 
railway crossings or trains that slow below 30mph because of approaching 
crossover of segments C061 and N293 in the City of Berea Ohio to our east As 
trains approach the next signalization to the East of L ewis Road which curves to 
the northeast because of limited sight distance Trams have slowed to below 30 
mph as they head East causing four blocked crossings We understand there 
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will be, but find no reference to, the rlimination of this crossover at the Berea 
Because trains heading East cannot have clear sight distance ofthe next signal 
for the next signal which advises either slowing to below 30 or prepanng to s'op 
for access to the yard, prudent engineers slow to be ready We have had to 
repeatedly levy fines against ConRail in local court for blockages of crossing 
exceeding five minutes in length The legislation has held up in higher court and 
will remain on our local books. (Exhibit 10 ) 

Enough is enough Our town cannot be permitted to be a scapegoat for benefit of 
all the surrounding communities and the Aihine industry and the Railroad industry. 
We are a middle class community of nearly 3,000 homes and very little industry 
and a growing population because of affordable housing 

V\/e request that you thoroughly review and respond to our position before 
approval is given to this proposed acquisition and proper mitigations be 
implemented. 

Sincerely yours, 

Thomas C Jones Mayor 

Beverly B Smith, Pres Of Council 

Rosann Jones, Fres Pro Tem 
> n 

Edwara Dean, At Large ^./filuLZJ^fT^ d^-^^^^' 

Robert Blomquist, Ward 1 

Jean Johnson, Ward 2 ^ \S^.>'^^'^' ^ ^ 

Jerry Holbrook, Ward.3_j^Uy^y^ /c|(^U'^'<^'' 

Charles Mc.\/lanus, Ward 4 tC-^-^^^ f 'i''/^'0^ 
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Citu nf (Olmsteb iFalls 
FOUNDED .H i f t ' 

DIVISION o r FiRE 
8051 BROOKSIDE DRIVE 

OLMSTED FftLLS. OHIO 44138-1950 
WILLIAM FISHER IIDE CHIEF 

OFFlCfc OF THE CHIEF EMERGENCY 235-1212 

(216) 235 3238 
FAX (216i 235 3267 

.lanuar\ 22. 1998 

To: Mayor Jones 
Council President Smith 

Re: Proposed Increase in I rain Traffic 

The Fire Department has a great interest in railroad activities as the trains often 
impaci us in our communil>, W ith the tire station loca'ed next to the tracks at the north 
end of town ue see tirst had the numbers of trains, their speeds, their stops, the blocked 
crossings, the malfunctioning gates, and on v)ccasion a dela\ in our emergency responses. 

in Olmsted 1 alls we have the unfortunate situation of basing tuo dit'terent rail lines 
.serving tuo ditlerent scr\ ice areas I his in eltect di\ ides the cil> into 3 different areas or 
/ones, uith thc tire station located in thc center /one. which is the largest ofthe 3 and 
conscciiu .:1\ has the most emergencies. .'\ppri>ximately 50% ofour calls are in this 
center /one: uith about 25"o each for the northern and southern /.ones. Fortunately being 
located near the north tracks, segment N293. ue can determine almost immediately if ue 
arc blocked from crossing the north tracks. If ue should encounter a delay crossing lo the 
north ue can immcdialel> call Olmsted 1 wp. 1 ire Department to respond to our 
emeigenc\ call .so as lo reduce an> delay caused by thc train and polentiall\ sa\e a life or 
in the case of tire reduce properlv damage 

1 he southern tracks, segment C'0(>1. ha\e not created as man> proHlems for us tjecause 
then M'lume is li>u when compared to the north traeks. (-Xpproximaiel) 14 on C061 as 
compared to SO' on N293 i 1 loue\er ue are not auare that a train is poteniiall) blocking 
our response until uc ate several minutes into the response and approach the crossing. 
Mutual aid is then called trom Berea. Sirongs\illc. or Columbia l up 1 his extended 
dekiN could ha\ e tatal or costh ciMiscquenccs to: our resident-

7 



Il has been projected we could see a 250'''o increase in the train traffic for the southem 
Hacks Because ol'our situation as explained abo\e I would suggest an automatic 
response liom Beiea I ire Depaitnieiit lor an> call lo the souihern zone. Our lire 
department uould also lesiiond and once ue are clear the tracks we would call Berea off 
or take ov er the emergencs once vve airiv e on the scene. To piovide a degree of fairness 
h)i Berea uc would offer the same automatic response to their communitv for the section 
ol Bagley Road lhal is west ofthe tracks and potentiallv blocked Irom their fire 
depanment. Pv)leiUial cost increases lor call back maiipouer for Olmsted Falls could be 
around SS.OOO.OO per year. 

I have been told there arc communications svslems available that can send a signal 
liom the railroad lo an emergency dispatch center lo adv ise ot an approaching train. 1 his 
ma> be valuable lor oui purposes and definitely vvortii looking into. 

I f l can be ol anv seivice regarding these matters please contact me. 

Sincerely. 

Chief W illiam Fishier 

Saietv Director Burland ^ I i J^ 
file ' ' 
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INTER-SCHOOL MEMORANDUM 

School Bus D r i v e r s TO: 

FROM: Timothy A t k i n s o n 

DATE: October 10, 1996 

RE: T r a i n Survey Update 

Please record f o r each bus you operate ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) the riuraber 
of timea you cross the f o l l o w i n g RAILROAD TRACKS per DAY on your 
r e g u l a r routea ( i n c l u d e AM and PM or MIDDAY). Thank you very 
k i n d l y . Please complete t h i s by Friday, October 18, 1996, and 
r e t u r n t o me. 

1, 
EAST - WEST TRACKS i^*^-!-^^ \ NORTH-SOUTH TRACKS { 

B S M F B L c s B w c 1 
R T A I R h E 0 p A E 0 1 
0 E P T 0 - w L R G S L 1 
N A L C ° ? I U A L T u 1 S R E H K ^ s M G E M 1 
0 N W S ^ B U Y R B 
N S A I t I E 0 I 

Y D ' rt A A 
E D 

X S 
\0 IB 3/ 73 (aoseo) f3 17 26 17 8 

III, loll im 
l ^ b I 57. 7̂  I a ^7c 10'/. 

_̂ ... ^ am d r a f t i n g a l e t t e r t o C o n r a i l and the P.D.CO. 
(P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s Comrnission of Ohio) and w i l l be using t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o h e l p support sc-^ie f a c t s t h a t I need t o ronvey t o 
those o f f i c i a l s a t C o n r a i l and the P.U.CC, 

/I? ^re<zt PUce 7a ^e<viK 



Ousted 'paih Cctcf S^UMU 

INTER-SCHOOL MEMORANDUM 

TO: School Bus D r i v e r s t ^ ^ 

FROM: Timothy Atkinson,^^'^^^ 

DATE: May 18, 1993 

RE; T r a i n Survey 

Please record f o r each bus you operate ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) the number 
of times you cross the f o l l o w i n g RAILROAD TRACKS per DAY ( i n c l u d e 
AM and PM or MIDDAY). Thank you very k i n d l y . Please complete 
t h i s by Fr i d a y , Nay 21, 1993, and r e t u r n t o me. 

Bus # ^ 

Bus # 

East/West Tracks North.'South Tracks 

Bus ?r 

(includes Bronson, 
Stearns , .Map] eway , 
Fitch, Brookside, 
Lewis ̂ Co i unbiai 

( i n c l u d e s Sprague, 
Bagley, West, 
Columbia) 

I am d r a f t i n g a l e t t e r t o C o n r a i i and w i l l be using t h i s 
i n f o r m a t i o n t o h e l p support some f a c t s t h a t I need to convey t o 
those o f f i c i a l s at C o n r a i i . 

-,4 C(L,l/iClJ- f 



ORDIN.-\N'Ct NO. 5-95 (as amended) 

INTRODIX ED B\ ' ; Mayor Tom Jones 

.AN ORDIN.^NCE RE.AFFIRMING THE BOL^'D.ARIES 
OF THE OLMSTED FALLS HISTORIC ARE.A CONSERVATION 
DIS I RICT. REPEALING ALL LEGISL.ATION INCONSISTENT 
HEREWITH AND DECLARING . \N EMERGENCV. 

WHEREAS, the Cily of Olmsted Falls, Ohio has previously established the 
boundaries of its Historic .-Xrea Conservation District, and 

W'HERE.-\S. based upon information from. Joseph N. Schaller. P.E. from the 
oftice of Michael Benza and Associates. Inc.. City Engineer for the Municipality, the previous 
boundaries were modified in I-ebruary 1990; and 

WHERE-\S. the said Joseph N. Schaller. P.E.. has recommended that the 
boundaries ofthe Historic .Area Conservation District, as revised, should be presented to 
Council for approval; and 

WHEREAS, thc said Joseph N. Schaller, P.E.. has prepared a map indicating 
the current boundaries of the Olmsted Falls Historic Area Conservation District, a copy of 
vvhich IS attached hereto, marked Exhibit A and incorporated herein bv reference; now. 
theretore. 

BI- i r < 'Rl) . . \ l \ I . l ) l l l i * t ) - \ ( ! l o i l l l i c m ' I ) ; OLMSTED FALLS. OHIO. 

TH \ 1 

SECTION 1. The boundaries of the Olm.sied Falls Historic Area Conservation 
District are hereby reaffirmed conform with the modifications approved in February 199u 
as evidenced in llie map outlining the boundaries of the said Historic .Area Conservation 
I ) ; - : i . : .stta.h.'d lieret-. marked ll\hib:t \ .i:vd incorporated herein as if fully rewritten. 

SFC 1 ION 2 .Ml prior legislation inconsistent uith this legislation in whole or 
m p.i:; arc repealed to the extent necessa:v to avoid confiict with this Ordinance. 

SECTION -V I hat the Council finds and determines that all formai actions of 
this L ouncil relatin- lo the adoption of this Ordinance have been taken at open meetings of 
this Council, and that deliberations of this Council and of its committees, resulting in such 
torn^ i ' actio:-, to : • :neetin>:s open to the public, ir. compliance with all statutory 

. , • s . • . o'"th.' Ohio Revi.sed Code 



ORDINANCE NO, 5-95 (as amended) 
Pa<:e -2-

SFC110.N^ This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emercencv measure 
necessary for the irnmediate preservation ofthe health, safety and welfare ofthe residents of 
Olmsted falls for the reason that the revic,d boundaries were approved m Februarv 1990 and 
should be established by lau as soon as practicable It shall therefore take effect immediatelv 
upon passage by the affirmativ e vote of not less than five (5) members elected lo Council and 
approval by the .Mayor or otherwise at the earliest time allowed bv lau 

PQi-1 Lib ^'^•H.f.C. 
fbicic^ d^/r 

PASSED: ^ - - ^ i -

A P P ! J 0 \ T : D : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ J ^ r r ^ ^ . ^ 

I o m .Mav or ^'^^^9C 
Date 

.APi'i'i I) .\N j o l-oKM. 

l\j.cJ>: J.' C'arbone. Director ot Law 

A T l l S 
Clerk o\' Council 

^''?T'.N7l C - ^ ^ ' ^ n ^ * ' ^ C|TY 0 - CLS'^TED y . - i 
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C l l A I ' T K R 
Uailroad.s 

fi.Vl.Ol 01)sti-ucting streets by ruilro. 'u! 654.03 Speed of t ra ins . 

coinpiuiies. 654.04 IXities of lof;omotivc engineer. 
6.'j4.02 Climbing upon ra i l road cars . 654.05 Signal devices and crossing gates, 

CROSS UKFKltFNCKS 
Soc :-oc tion hi.stories f o r s i m i l a r State law 
Idghtinj,' railro;als - see (Jhio K . C , Tli.'J.li.'] et .sutj. 
Duties of en;;ineers - sec Ohio K . C . 4'JL»L».U4 
Stopping at grade crossings - see T R A F . 432.31 et seq. 
Definitions generally - see G K N . O F F . (iOO.Ol 
Org;uu/.ation,T.l c r im ina l l i a b i l i t y - see G L N . O F F . fitJii.O.S 
Pert^onal aceountidnlity f o r or^'ajiizatiomd conduct - see GKN. O F F . GQii.O'J 
Livestock in ra i l road car.s or compartments - sec GEN. OFF. 618.05 

(i54.01 OliSTRUCTIKG STRFFTS BY RAIFROAD COMPANTE.s. 
(a) No rai lroad compruiy sliall obstruct or permit or cause to be obstructed ; i public 

street, ro;i(l or Iiighvvay by permi t t ing a rai lroad car, locomotive or other obstructior. 
to renuiin upĉ n or across i t f o r lon^^er than five minutes to the iiindrancc or inconvenionc. 
of t ravelers or a por.son passing along or upcjii such street, road or hi^jhvvay. No railro:i i l 
compimy shall f a i l , at the end of each f ive minute period of obsli-uctioii of a public street, 
road o r hiivlivv;!y, to e:mso sucli railrixad ear, loconK)tive or other obstruction to be 
removed for s-uffieient t ime , not less th;ui three minutes, to allow the passa(.;e of 
persons :uul vehicTes w:iilin^i to c-ro.-̂  

1 ills section d(je.s not apply lo obslrucUoii oi a public .street, road or lii^;hu;iy by a 
continuously moving through t ra in or caused by circumstances wholly lioyond the control 
of the railroad company, buf does nojily to other obstructions, including without limitatior. 
those caused by stopped Irains and t n i i n s engaged in svvitcfunj:, loadin<; (.ir uidoa(iin<; 
oi)er;itions. 

lipon the filing; of :ui ; iff i(! ; ivit or coni[)l;unt for violation of this section, summons 
s!i;dl be issued to the ra i l road comp;ui\ pursu;uU to Ohio R .C . Ii93.j. 10(B), which summons 
shall be served on thi ' regular ticket o r f re ight agent of the company in the county where 
the offense oi-currt^l. It t \ \v .^).'js;), 21) 

(b^ Should :un r ; i i l road erossini ; be closed by a ra i l road companv f j ; - pu:pjses of con-
s tnic t ior at or around such cross ing, such railroad companv shall provide written notif ica-

p.ion to the City at le;ist th i r tv davs p.rior to the comn;encemert of such construction or, in 
th(> case of emergency constri ict ion where at le.ast thirtA- dav.s notice cannot bc given, such 
vvfitton n Itico shall l)o driven as soon as the ra i l road c<.>mpany hx'̂  knovvletlge that the con-
.stnicti in w i l l occvi:-. Fui'ther, such raih'oacl company .;hall provide flagmen ;uid thc proper 

l'Jt,tV fU'[)lacc;;;ent 
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personnel to direct dotoure<l traffic at any such crossing, which flagmen and personnel shall 
be provided under thc supervision of, and with tho approval of, thc Chief of Police. 

(c) Whenever a police officer or law enforcement officer determines that a railroad 
train, locomotive or railroati car is in violation of this section, he or sho shall proceed 
as 'ollovvs: 

(1) The officer shall ortler the train crew to open such train. 
(2) After such train is opened, tho officer shall make a physical arrest of the 

conductor, or such other person in charge of such train, locomotive or r a i l ­
road car and cause such person to post bond in accordance with the degree of 
misdemeanor of which he or she is charged. 

/d) Whoever violates anv of tho provisions of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor 
of the f i rs t degree. Punishment shall be as provided in Section 69S.02. Organizations 
violating any of thc provisions of this section, as provided in Section 606.OS, shall bc 
punished as provided in-Section 69=!. 04. /Orrl. 74-S4. Passed 5-29-S4.) 

654.02 CM.MBING T'F'ON ItMl.FyiXD C.MiS. 
(a) No person shall climb, jump, step or stand upon or cling or attach himself to a 

locomotive, engine or c;ir upon the track of a railro;id, unless in compliance with law 
or by permission under the rules and regulations of the corporation managing such 
railroad. ((Jnl. ^1-73. Passed 12-11-73.) 

(b) Whoever violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. 
Punishment shall be as provicied in Section G;)S.02. 

6.5 I . o:! SPl.KD OF 'PUAINS. 
(ri) .No por.soi: shall operate or cause to l)e operated a locomotive, railroad train or 

railroad car at a rate of speed greater thai; tiiirty rules per hour while within the corj^or-
.nlc liniit.s of thc ("itv. 

(!') No person shall operate or cause to be operated a locomotive, railroad train or 
railri.Kui car at such a slov rate f>f speed, without tr^od and sufficient reason or cause, so 
:is detou;- i v di^lav t f : i f f ie unncX'ossarilv. 

I'or the purpose of this section thc enginecf and conductor, if physically present 
::ulroad train, locomotive or railroad car, shall each be deemed to be operating 

causinc to he operated the locomotive, railroad train or raiiro-' i cnr, 

I'd̂  Wh '•n er vi ilates anv of the provision.^ of ti'.is section is giiiltv' of a misdemeanor 
• ' : • t;'-s' (\i'^z'.\'i'. J*i;r.ishmont shall be a.s p-ovid--"' ir S'.vtior '^9-.'''2. ' 'reanization.s 

'. v.:-- • th-̂  provisions of th;.- ?octi-)r. ; • : ••':;• ^-vt: • i - , shall ho 
• ••,•• ' \ . , . \ \ \ <, • •• ii^.i - , I •'.. I ' ' i " * ' . ~ - ~ •. '• i .~ s J • - ^ ) 

l l ' " ' K : \ . i •e::;eiU 
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SEPTF.MBLR 18.1997 

CONRAIL CASES HANDLED 
BY OLMSTED FALl S MAYOR'S COURT 

1994 55 CASES 

1995 38 CASES 

• 
1996 32 C ASES 

1997 
(01 01 47-OS 29 97 ) 

26 CASES 

TOTAL CASES \5 \ CASES 

LONGI-S'I f^.C. 
S11()RTI:S] B.C. 

18 HOURS/4 MINUTES 
8 MINUTES 

BLOC KIT) CROSSINGS 1 MOLR OR LONGER 27 , 

• 

-
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Department of Engineering Services 

Division ot Design & Construction 
Division of Streets 

(419) 627-58?9 
/419) 627-5881 

222 MEIGS STHErr 
SANDUSKY OHIO 44870 

FAX (419) 627-5933 
FAX (419) 627-5911 

DOCUr̂ EMT 
O f f i c e of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Finance Docket No. 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE: Dr a f t Environmental Impact Statement 
"Proposed Conrail A c q u i s i t i o n " 

Dear Reader: 

Upon leview of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, 
Finance Docket No. 33388, "Proposed Conrail A c q u i s i t i c n " the City 
of Sandusky Ohio, hereby submits the fo l l o w i n g w r i t t e n comments 
regarding t h i s document. Enclosed also please f i n d Resolution 
002-98R passed by the City Commission of the City of Sandusky i n 
open session on January 26, 1998. This document states the resolve 
of the C i t y of Sandusky to oppose the proposed a c q u i s i t i o n of 
Conrail by CSX and Norfolk and Southern Railway Co. This course of 
ac t i o n i s required and based on concerns raised by review of the 
Draft EIS. This opportunity to voice the City's concern p r i o r to 
a decision being made by the Surface Transportation Board r e l a t i v e 
to t h i s a c q u i s i t i o n i s appreciated. 

On a macro-scale the Draft EIS (DEIS) states that increased 
use of r a i l 2or shipping w i l l r e s u l t i n a decrease i n truck t r a f f i c 
and a decrease i n highway accidents because of the decrease i n 
truck t r a f f i c . An analysis of t h i s statem.ent as i t relates to 
l o c a l com.munities develops some very d i s t u r b i n g r e a l i t i e s . 

Decreased truck t r a f f i c means: 

A) Fewer trucks using i n t e r s t a t e highways and major state 
routes however the number of trucks making l o c a l 
d e l i v e r i e s and using local routes w i l l remain the same 
and may i n fa c t increase depending upon the l o c a t i o n of 
an intermodal f a c i l i t y . 

B) Fewer trucks making cross county hauls decreases the 
amornt of f u e l purchased and therefore fewer d o l l a r s i n 
the gas tax fund. This means less d o l l a r s a v a i l a b l e 
fo r highway/roadway maintenance, repairs and improvements. 
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C) When, r e a l i z i n g the above two comments i n concert i t can 
be seen that at-grade crossings i n most urban settings 
w i l l experience the sam.e amount or more vehicular t r a f f i c 
as experienced pre-acquisition while the density of r a i l 
t r a f f i c w i l l increase. This combination leads toward an 
increased need f o r safety measures as well as 
inconvenience issues which w i l l force grade separations. 
With fewer d o l l a r s i n highway funds, t r a a i t i o n a l sources 
of funding f o r grade separations w i l l not be able 
to contribute toward new projects i n any meaningful way. 

I t t r u l y i s i n our o v e r a l l best i n t e r e s t to encourage as much 
tra n s p o r t a t i o n of goods by r a i l as possible. U n t i l such timie as 
t r a i n s make del i v e r y of goods i n each m u n i c i p a l i t y the increased 
r a i l density w i l l continue to c o n f l i c t w i t h vehicle t r a f f i c causing 
safety and delay problems. The s o l u t i o n i s to separate the 
c o n f l i c t i n g movements through i n d i v i d u a l grade separations or by 
r e l o c a t i n g the r a i l l i n e s to the less populated areas very s i m i l a r 
to what was done with our i n t e r s t a t e system. Either option i s 
expensive and must be paid f o r from the revenues charged to move 
goods. I t i s therefore suggested that a fund be established based 
on tonnage of goods moved that w i l l be dedicated to solving the 
problems created by vehicular and r a i l c o n f l i c t i n g movements. 
Since the owners of the r a i l companies w i l l benefit from the 
increased r a i l t r a f f i c the fund must be provided for by the r a i l 
companies. 

The City of Sandusky also question.<^ the a p p l i c a b i l i t y of the 
average vehicle delay time. Using the average time allows the 
actual delay (from the time crossing guards go down to when they 
r e t u r n to the up position) to be divided i n h a l f . The greatest 
t r a f f i c safety concern i s not wi t h the vehicle that approaches the 
mid point of the queue but i s wi t h the f i r s t or second vehicle i n 
the queue. W i l l these d r i v e r s a n t i c i p a t e a long delay and 
therefore take the r i s k of crossing by going around guards or over 
the crossing while the l i g h t s are flashing? Total length of delay 
experienced by the f i r s t vehicle i n the queue i s the f a c t o r which 
leads to i r r i t a t i o n and the decision f o r r i s k taking and i s 
therefore the time that must be used i n analysis and decision 
making. 

Another concern of the City i s the threshold l i m i t cf 5000 ADT 
f o r analysis of grade crossings. Where d i d the ADT o r i g i n a t e and 
what year where the t r a f f i c counts taken? Who took the counts and 
what method was used? The assumption that roadway segments 
carrying less than 5000 ADT w i l l not experience problems at 
crossings i s not a v a l i d assumption. Many problems can be caused 
by seasonal or hourly peaks of t r a f f i c volum.e which are not 
consistent with an average t r a f f i c volume. Was there any 
consideration f o r seasonal peaks of t r a f f i c volume i n h i g h l y 
congested t o u r i s t areas? Was there any consideration of rush 
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hour t r a f f i c on c e r t a i n roadways due to plant adjacency or 
i n d u s t r i a l locations? There i s also the speed of the traxn to 
consider which should change the threshold value of ADT used. I f 
l i n e segments of r a i l w i l l experience very slow t r a i n movement (5-
10 mph) the a f f e c t at any crossing w i l l be greater than i f the 
t r a i n i s moving 45 m.ph. Was t h i s considered i n the analysis or i s 
there a p o s s i o i l i t y of removing the threshold ADT value? 

Specific to Sandusky, Ohio, there are many concerns. The 
footnote to Table 5-OH-2 Page OH-9 of Chapter 5 Volume 3B 
indicates that NS n o t i f i e d SEA that i t s intermodal f a c i l i t y would 
be moveo to Sandusky, Ohio. There has been no contact to the C i t y 
from N£ regarding t h i s issue and the City has no idea of what i s 
being planned or the impact of t h i s action. Doe;3 anybody know what 
t h i s e n t a i l s ? Is the City to be included i n these discussions? 
W i l l t h i s mean an increase truck t r a f f i c of 65 vehicles per day and 
i f so on which routes? The City feels i t needs answers to these 
questions before any evaluation of impact can be made. 

The Bellevue, Ohio, to Sandusky Docks, Ohio, r a i l segment i s 
predicted to see an increase of f r e i g h t t r a f f i c estimated at 10.3 
t r a i n s per day. I t i s our understanding that t h i s increase w i l l be 
f o r east-west connection onto the current Conrail east-west main 
l i n e . Is t h i s true? The document does not indicate i f the r a i l 
t r a f f i c i s to dead-eid at the dock or to make east-west connection. 
For e i t h e r scenario the speed of the t r a i n s w i l l be between 5 and 
10 mph due to e i t h e r the stopping at the dock or the t i g h t t u r n i n g 
radius onto the Conrail mainline. Within one half mile of the 
Conrail mainline the NS Bellevue to Sandusky Dock l i n e crosses two 
(2) major roadways. These roadways are T i f f i n Avenue (SR 101) and 
Venice Road (USR 6). With t o t a l t r a i n t r a f f i c , post a c q u i s i t i o n , 
of 11.7 t r a i n s per day each crossing w i l l be closed f o r 6.5 minutes 
eleven times a day or an hour and eleven minutes each day. This 
d i r e c t l y impacts emergency response time to the e n t i r e west end of 
Sandusky. I t also hinders the a b i l i t y to provide f o r economic 
development i n the west end thereby l i m i t i n g the City's a b i l i t y to 
expand i t s economic base. 

The City of Sandusky has "Impacted Ci t y Status" w i t h 53% of 
i t s population i n the low to moderate incom.e l e v e l and a 
s i g n i f i c a n t minority population (23%). Any funds that the C i t y 
expends to resolve problems caused by r a i l t r a f f i c w i l l not be 
avai l a b l e f o r other projects or services which may d i r e c t l y b e n e f i t 
the L-M income and minority populations. There w i l l be s i g n i f i c a n t 
problems caused by the increased r a i l t r a f f i c which w i l l cause 
economic hardships and soc i a l i n j u s t i c e . 
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There i s also a s i g n i f i c a n t r e s i d e n t i a l population along the 
e x i s t i n g Conrail l i n e and at the NS/Conrail diamond. With 
increased r a i l t r a f f i c w i l l come increased hazardous material 
shipm.ents. Sandusky Bay, a major recreational water and water 
supply, i s also adjacent t o t h i s r a i l l i n e . Any hazardous 
material incident w i l l have grave impacts to human health and 
safety as well as s i g n i f i c a n t environmental impacts. Within the 
l a s t 5 yaars there have been three derailments i n or adjacent to 
Sandusky. The increased p o s s i b i l i t y that hazardous materials w i l l 
be involved i n future derailments i s a great concern. The 
suggested s o l u t i o n i s to increase t r a i n i n g and awareness of the 
haz-met teams i n the area. This w i l l not be s u f f i c i e n t . A 
concerted e f f o r t must be made to evaluate and assess each community 
fo r the types of incidents which may occur and the associated 
appropriate response. I f the con,munities do not have the necessary 
equipment to appropriately respond then the r a i l company must be 
responsible f o r working w i t h the c i t i e s to equip them f o r any 
accident and bear the f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of doing so. 

I t i s hoped that f u r t h e r dialogue w i l l take place concerning 
t h i s a c q u i s i t i o n . There are many issues which need to be discussed 
and the solutions must be inco'-porated i n t o whatever plan of 
m i t i g a t i o n i s decided upon. The City cf Sandusky would l i k e to be 
a part of the process as a decision i s being formulated. Again, 
the C i t y i s appreciative of t h i s opportunity and looks forward to 
more di a l o g on t h i s subject. 

Sincerely, 

Brent R. Smith,'^ D i r e c t o r of 
Eng inee r ing Se rv i ce s 

BRS/imn 
cc: Ricliard M. Finn, City Manager 

Don Iscman, Law Director 
Richard Stroemple, Director of Communxty Development 

c o n r a i l 



RESOLUTION NO. f̂ Ô -QSR 

A RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO THE PROPOSED ACQUISITION OF CONRAIL, INC. 
AND CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION (CONRAIL! BY CORPCRATION A^" 
NCRFOLK AND SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY (NS) , AND REQUESTING THAT THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD NOT APPROVE THE SAME AND DECLARINC- A.*.' 
EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, ar. a p p l i c a t i o n has been sucTiitted requesting approval 
of the a c q u i s i t i o n of Con r a i l , Inc. and the Consolidated R a i l 
C o r p c r a t i o n (Conrail) by CSX Corporation and the :Jcrfoi:< ar.d 
Southern Railway Co. (N'S) ; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed a c q u i s i t i o n of Con r a i l , Inc. a.-.d the 
Consolidated R a i l Corporation (Conraily by CSX Corporation and 
No r f o l k and Southern Raiiway Co. would r e s u l t m phys i c a l and 
op e r a t i o n a l changes i n the C i t y of Sandusky, Ohi3, and Erie County, 
Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed a c q u i s i t i o n w i l l r e s u l t i n increased 
r a i l t i a f f i c w i t h i n the C i t y of Sandusky, Ohio, and that increase 
w i l l r e s u l t i n the d i s r u p t i o n of rr.ctor v e h i c l e and pedestrian 
t r a f f i c movements i n rr.any areas cf the Ci t y ; and 

WHEREAS, the increase m r a i l t r a f f i c w i l l r e s u l t m the 
i s o l a t i o n of sections of the C i t y of Sandusky, Chio, thereby 
a f f e c t i n g the City's a b i l i t y t o provide er.ergency ser-/ice - e l i v e r y 
( p o l i c e , f i r e and emergency medical ser-zices) which m t u r n w i l l 
c reate unacceptable delays a.nd could have the pote.-.tial to t.'.reaten 
l i f e ac w e l l as property; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed increase m r a i l t r a f f i c w i l l have 
d e t r i m e n t a l s o c i a l consequences f o r C i t y r e s i d e n t s mc-udmg a 
large percentage of the p opulation which i s c l a s s i f i e d as low-tc-
moderate income persons as w e l l as m i n o r i t y persons; and 

WHEREAS, the C i t y of Sandusky, Ohio, has been designated as an 
"Impacted C i t y " r e f l e c t i n g d i s t r e s s f a c t o r s r e l a t e d to socic-
economic c o n d i t i o n s , and any use of C i t y funds to address the 
impacts of the proposed r a i l a c q u i s i t i o n would have t:-.e e f f e c t of 
reducing funds a v a i l a b l e t o meet recognized l o c a l needs; and 

WHEREAS, the C i t y of Sandusky, Ch^o, has r e c e n t l y completed a 
s t r a t e g i c p l a n n i n g process (1997) which process i d e n t i f i e a the need 
f o r continued economic development e f f o r t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y m the 
western s e c t i o n of the City which would be i s o l a t e d by increased 
r a : l t r a f i i c ; and 

WHEREA:r, the C i t y of Sandusky, Chi-, i s m the process of 
f i n a l i z i n g Comprehen'-ive Plan t o guide the f u t u r e growth and 
development of the C i t y and t h a t the plan emphasi;;es the .need f c r 
protecti.-ig ai.d enhancing the p o t e n t i a l of t.-.e western s e c t i o n of 
the C i t y f o r coth r e s i d e n t i a l and i n d u s t r i a l development, and tha t 
area sf the :~.'y would be ii.-,c^ated by increased r a i l t r a f f i c ; ana 

WHEREAS, -....e C i t y of Sandusky, Ohio, ha;.- p r e v i o u s l y l a e n t i r i e c 
the need f o r Trade separation crossing on U.S. Route 6 (Venice 
Road) at the Nt tracks and any increase m r a i l t r a f f i c as proposea 
through t h i s a c q u i s i t i o n would f u r t h e r exacernate t r a n s p o r t a t i c n 
problems i n the C i t y ; and 

WHEREAS, the C i t y of Sandusky, Ohio, questions some or tne 
assumptions and met.hodology em.ployed m developing the Surracc 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Bor^rd's "Draft Environmental Impact Statement" ans 
the r e s u l t i n g conclusion from the samr ( i n p a r t i c u l a r the use of 

:"vels t h a t dc address the . jncern of sm.aller urban and 
•ommunities 

WHEREAS, comments and obje c t i o n s t o the proposed acq-uisition 
must be f i l e d w i t h the Surface Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Board by February 2, 
1998; and 



PAGE 2 - RESOLUTION NO. 002-98R 

WHEREAS, I t IS deemed necessary i.n order t o provide f c r the 
preser^/ation of the p u b l i c peace, property, healtn, s a f e t y and 
convenience of the C i t y of Sandusky, Ohio, i t s c i t i z e n s and 
businesses, the C i t y Commission f i n d s i t advis...cle to declare t h i s 
R e s o l u t i o n t o be an emergency m.easure and to take e f f e c t 
immediately upon i t . ' : adoption; and NOW ""HEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF 
OHIO: 

SA.\~VS:<Y, 

Section 1. That the President of the C i t y Commission ano the 

C i t y Manager of the C i t y of Sandusky, Ohio, be and hereby are 

auth o r i z e d t c forward t o the Surface Transportation Beard n o t i c e of 

the C i t y ' s o b j e c t i o n t o the proposed a c q u i s i t i o n of C c n r a i l , Inc. 

and the Consolidated R a i l Corporation (Conrail; by CSX and the 

No r f o l k and Souther.n Railway Co.; and 

Section 2. .nat copies of the City's ob-ecticn to the 

proposed a c q u i s i t i o n of C o n r a i l , Inc. and Consolidated .Rail 

Corporation (Conrail) be forwarded t o Co.ngressman Paul E. Gillm.or, 

U.S. Senators Glen.n and DeWine, State Senator R. Latta, State 

Representative Opfer, the Ohio R a i l Developm.ent Commission, a.nd 

Er i e County, a^d 

Section 3. That f o r the reasons set f o r t h i.n the preamble 

hereto, t h i s Resolution i s hereby declared t o be an em.ergency 

meas re which s h a l l take e f f e c and be m f u l l force im.m,ediately 

upon i t s passage, and due auther.tication by the Preside.nt and the 

Cler'; of t h i s Commission of the ^ t y of Sandusky, Ohio. 

CITY CCMyiSSICN 

ATTEST: _ j L _ ' / ̂ / J (L^-^ j - ' / (^^y.^ 
B . J .-'.'CÊ  BROWi; 
CLÊ -: OF THEJZlI t COMMISSION 

Passed: January ?6, 1998 


