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EN v^RCMy ENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Nantitf kl t Wtw* 

( V t i . i x r 10 I O Q ; 

Surtiu i ' I r.in.Npcrt.itiiMi B.^irJ 
1^25 K Sinvt, \ W 
Vi asluntiioii. IX," 

RH: S 11̂  Fmaiui' IXu kit \ o . J338S NU rjior ut l.-i>nr;iil .IIKI Nortolk Soiitlu rn 

P i ar Sir.->: 

11)0 nciji>n ot t i l l ' Surtaci' Tran.sportation Board to allow the nuTfjor has potentiallv HTIOII.S 
cnvironniontal ton.soc|uoiKi\s tor the greater C"U \elanJ, t.'̂ hio area. .Mieh. the S 11̂  Mia\ have to 
prepare aiiil tiU' an enviri'nmeiiral im})aet >tuilv pur.suanr to lt.̂  deeiMon. 

A n ohjeetion I.N rai.seJ to tlie .seheJiile aiul plans to allovo the inerj,'er. Hnvironnu'ntal I I IH iiinentation 
has heen [)roi.iiieeJ appareiuK without the .seopin;; In afteeteil parties, and ot tlu' inti>rmation iiuule 
available to date, nothini: has heen saii.1 ot the sv rioiis potential environmeniai iiiipai ts of the 
lonyestion tliat wouki he e.iusid on the ^ "leveland - wesi side iraftie e(>rridor. 

.A proper eiivironnnnt.il evaluation wouki iiuhule the followiiii:: 

n .Air Pollunon 

Jia^li tram uil l result m lines ot idlm<,' trattie. .Nhiltif.'k' tnims will result in ini'rlappmt; Unes 
(liHik at (.|ueiiin!^ theorv tor examples), some ot whu h that ma\ never dissipate dunny the <. ourse ot .1 
i l , i \ Ille deeision to .illow tlu iiu rjzer will result 111 m rease.I ,iir i iiiissions toeussi'd 011 the luu sourei' 
ri'presi'iitid in tin traek. llu'se air emi;sions \ M I I he tlu' result ot r.iil diesel eonsumption, idliiit: and 
ai ei'leraiiiii: i ,irs ,itui tnuks. wind eroMon ot soil nnk trtMii rollini; v|<Hk, dust rekasid trcMii xchiek 
brakes atul fir<'s, eie. .And. the iiiussioiis VMII he coneentr.iU'd m .1 eorridor whieh is !i!(,'hl\ popiikiieil. 
•iiui IS iiKirtzmalK .11 i oiiipli.nu i ' with exisiing; \.\A^,"'S. 

As an .idditional c omplu ,iiu>n. i lu .iikled rail use wili rev|uire more treijiR iii ro.idheii ,itid iri>ssiii;; 
iii.iititeiKiiK 1. l ile etiei I ot 1. IOMIIJ; t ro.Nsuî N i,s fo uu reasi M'hu le miles trav eleil - ayaiii uu ri asiiij." air 
pollution. .As i!.e sliuiiied trattii dumps onto alreaiK crowded erossint,'s, adilitu'iiai air polliitKiti trom 
delaveil trattk will ix rele.ised 

It appe,!!^ [)o---i|i|e S.U i i k i i \ - til,11 iot.ii e\i eetlaiu i-s ol llie N,\ . \QS would resuli Irom the 
vleeisioii. It so, then the eonsi'qiiential evaluations would also need to Ix' (H rfornuil. Wli. i i are the 
I'osts aiul mip.Kts i>t eaiisiiii,' an enure re<,'ioii to I K ) \ I to res()oiul to siriiij,'eiii ,iir pollunon inniroi.s 
resulting; trom tlu' deeision eausiiit; .111 exei'edatu e' 

l iu e\,iliiaiu>n also iias 10 t onsider lioth the routine .iiul aieuiental relea.ses ol ehemicals (and 
their c oiiiinistion .nul reat iion |ifodiu tsi Irom lrei},'hl. Aj,'aiii, sum rite route is tlirouf:h a hi<:hk 



residential area, the evaluation will not lie eomplele unless it eonsiders the exposure to and health 
effects of hoth tlu ihildren and the elderlv who live akinj; the route. 

I nknown to most pi'ople, the tuj ; i t i \ i ' dust trom eoal ears is a result ot releases of imnerals 
from the interstitial t^ain Ixmndaries of the eoal. nH-se Uniiuianes are UiaUh enriehed with heavv 
metals. .As the health etteets wnrk is eondueteil. it must examine the difterentiated metals, and not iust 
the fjenorie "tuiiitiw dust". 

2) W ater Pollutu>n 

Hie ex .iluation has to eonsuliT hi>th tlie routine and aeeidenial releases of elieiiiieals from 
freijjhr. Tlie route is close to Lake Eric, a stmrce (>f drinkiii}^ water, IIKKI, and recreation for millions of 
area resulents, .An accident provides an immediate threat to tluvsi- ri'soijrccs: rhe route is soelo.se 
that prevention of a sipiiticant rt'lea.se trom reaclimj; the lake would be imp: >hahle. 

3) .S'oise 

C^hvioiislv. the noi.si- evaluatii>n h.is to i (insider whistk i)(>ise. ir.im IIOI.M . and mdiieetl traffu 
noise trom the eonyesiion at stops. 

.An additional tactor needs to he eonsulered, as a result ot the proxmiitv ot tlu' traeks to 
residences. Train traffic cau.si s soil Mhrations lliese v ihrarions cau.si' stress i r.a ks in plasu r ilrv wall, 
a>y;ravate .sutlii.}:, and are t;eneralK damaj^iiif.' (albeit lon}.'-term) to nearbv properties. 

5) SiKUKconomic 

Tins is an area that rei|uires extensive evaluation. Most of the dn uled mies on the west .siiJe 
ot Clevtland do not have equivalent .services on both sides of the traek. Hospitals he south, resideiuts 
lie north. Cert:.ink. tiie puhlu >afetv I.S.MKS IIHUII larye, partieularlv suue tlie ero.ssiiifjs will be blot ked 
both bv trains and b\ the induced congestion trom trains. Certain functions that relv on timeliness 
(schiH)|, serMci' appoin:mems, and e\en wnrk) will be aftecfeii In trequent and exteiisui closures. It is 
coiicei\able that tlu frustration level north of the traeks will result in diminished evaluation ot 
propertv. l.inik .it liie area nortii oi tin trai ks west of Loram: isolation has resuiievi in .i ilimmished 
economie value. 

.Additional SIK iiH conomic i ' \ ;)luafion ha.s to address rhe economic los.ses from iiu reased air 
pollution (and probablv increa.sed re<:ulation), increaseil idle time spent waitinj,' in lines, i icrea.sed 
soeieuil ,iiid work disfuiuiion from disru|)ted schedules, aiul iiureased iiiorbiduv mortality from 
reslru iionv on access t.' uryetii a n iiiedu :ii facilities, 

I iiKiiK. tht sot loei onomie e\alu;iiioii will i i ; i \ f to aildress the iiure;i.sed "balkani::inon' ifKit will on ur 
as the result of neitihborluxKls beiiij; doubk isokited In the t ross of a lu ;n i l \ used mil lun . ;iiid 
I oiist\]ueiuiai b.iekeil up auiomoti\ e ir;iftii 



It the environmental JtKnimeiit;itioii priKluceil to date diK's iioi ailei.|uatelv address the.se issues, iheii 
the requirements of NKPA liavi- not been met, iiiuf ;t decision on l iu meryer cannot Ix iiuide until 
those requirements are met. 

Please :id\ ise me if MHI plan to loiuliK i ein ironmental scopiny meetings, and on w here 1 miylit 
examine exisriny i iu ironmental diK uments in the C'levelaiid area. 

Sincerelv, 

'^^•^Ijif^^p y ' .'Wve.,/ I ly^t-^y-^Ci^ .\ 

TlieiKlon lames Tliomas 
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yf/^%'j ^y\ 

HELP DERAIL THE RAILROADS!! / ^^^if^ ^ 

ATTENTION: ALL ROCKY RIVER RESIDENT̂ :̂ ^̂ ^̂ :/̂ ^̂ ^ ' / 
THIS AFFECTS YOU! yyy-.^^.^y<yy 

Norfolk Southern Railroad's plans to increase train traffic 'ip to 40 trains per day (12-15 
now). This will aftect e\ervone in our community: 

•Increase r:sk ot collision with pedestrians and cars- many young families live close to 
the tracks v. ith children crossing them to catch school buses and go to the park. 

•Increase the likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are currently being 
transported.Evacuation north of the tracks will be impossible because of the lake. 

'Potential deia>s of tire, medical and police forces reaching those north of the tracks-
delays of mmutes in response time can mean the difference between life and death. 

•Coal dust exposure and noise pollution with resulting sleep disturbances. 

•Increase traffic delays waiting for slow moving freight trams. 

"Decrease in property values throughout Rocky River. 

The plan \»-ill be presented before the Surface Transportation Board which is a branch of the 
Federal Department of Transportation in April, 1998. THE DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMITTING LETTERS IS OCTOBER 21, 97. 

GET INVOLVED! WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

1. Write a letter '.o; Secretary. Surface Transportation Board 
19?5 K Street.. NW 
Washington D.C. 204:3 

Please include: 
• You must include FD# 33388 on the envelope and letter. 
• Emphasize :,he health and safety issues and v»,hy our community is unique v*,iih our 

northern border of the lake affecting evacuations. 
• Request t.hat :!-.e STB come to our communities to inspect the proximity of houses 

to tracks, '.he lake shore line and the population density. 
• Request that :he STB conduct a kxal public mterest hearing -remind :hem they have 

an obligation :o the public, not the railroad industry, 
• If >ou are a pareni. stress concerns about children's safety and include a family 

picture. 

2. Keep informed and inform others. Copy this Oyer to give to those who didn't get one. 
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October 18, 19^7 

Secretary, .Surface "ransoortation Hoard 
19? V K Street, NW ' ' ^ o ' ^ 
Vashinpton n.C. ?Olt'l *" ^ /9g^ 

Dear S i r : FD̂ -' "• 
Re: 33388 

(Norfolk Southem Railroad's plan to increase t r a i n 
t r a f f i c up to UO trains per day through Rocky River 
33 well as Lakevood, Bay Village, etc.) 

When we tr.Qved into Rocky P.iver in 1965 with two small children, i t was 
a very desirable place to l i v e . In 1997 i t i s 3 t i l l a ver;>- desirable 
place to l i v e . We have a preat deal of pride i n our fine schools and 
good govemnent and lovely homes. 

HOWEVER, i f Norfolk Southem Railroad succeeds in increasing trp'n t r a f f i c 
to trains per day, i t w i l l no lon-er br a grood place to 11 , 

Here's why: 

(1) ::;BFAP.4ELE NOISE. The north-south streets i n Aocky River are 
clcoe to'-'P'the:', and each tir.e a train coiries xhro'.:eV! the whistle 
blows often and loud. My hobby i s pardening. Incessant and 
constant loud train wh'sties would the end of ny hobbv. 

i / -
•'E RISK OF n m , m^lCKL AND POL̂ CF, FORCES NOT BEING ABLE TO 
.?E*CH t!S TN TTMF when there is an emerfeniry. They are .south 
and we are no"+!- the tracks. 

(3) N̂-''̂?.K '"O :: ... •. S -'OR us NOHTH OF THF; TR?-CKS i n c.-?se of derail­
ment of har.qrdous materials. We could only "o into Lake Erie. 

fh) A sharp drop i n property value. '.t the present time property 
i n Rocky .-̂ .iver is in demani. Very few w i l l want to l i v e here 
with constant noise, inconvenience and possible life-threatenin? 
danger. 

I hope thai, the .Surface Transportation .Board w i l l cone and see for your­
selves what the situation is here i n .̂ ocky as well as i n Lakewood, where 
there are 2? railroad crossings. Lakewood has the densest population 

i r-jaiize that .NorfolK jouthem Railroad wants to make more money. How­
ever, this increased o"o''i t w i l l disrupt and devalue the lives of thousands 
of pood people. 

Sincerely, 
- 1 r' f 

/ y ^ . . y^'-^ y^.^y 
/ I 

Clare Van Keuls 
20003 Reacousfi^ld 
Rocky River, Ohio U i l l f 



Ni 4TAL 

<J~i~ I 7 \AMA. \^ iyvi^y 

. ^ Z 0 7 ^ ^ 

4 tW.v 

I, , j . l I' " 

Ly 

J.<e.U -^^-^^"^ 

I 2_0 ^ ' 

^ - cv^^r . " ^ > - 6 ^ ^ _ 

-' ') 

cc 

v^^^^i"' 

JJ 3 ̂  y y 



October 20, 1997 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

To: Surface Transportation Board, 
Section on Environmentai Analysis 

I am compelled to w r i t e you concerning your upcoming decision on 
g r e a t l y increasing f r e i g h t t r a m t r a f f i c along the southern shore ot 
Lake Erie. I l i v e i n the area and thus have f i r s t - h a n d knowj.edge of the 
d i s r u p t i o n t h i s would cause. There would be a tremendous increase i n 
the danger attendant to r a i l r o a d tracks running through such a heavily-
populated area m that safety vehicles would be hindered and accidents 
would undoubtably increase. There i s also the issue of a considerable 
increase i n noise p o l l u t i o n , decreasing property values of homes paid 
for by many years of hard work. 

Therefore, I strongly urge you to reject Morfolk Southern 
Corporation's request to increase t r a f f i c . The docket number of t h i s 
case i s FD33388. 

Yours, 
James E. Riley 



Philip C, Aftoora 
Kath\ Kolesar- Aftoora 
1221 W agar Road 
Rock> Riser. OH 44116 ENV?flG.?^?^ENTAL J- \ 

DOCUMENT Secretan,. Surface Transportation Boa-d 
H>25 K Street. \ \ \ 
Washington. DC 20423 

October 21. 1997 

Rf I Iv^SS 

Dear Mr. Secretarv ; 

i'^^' " ' ' ^ '̂ ^ '••̂ P'-ess our serious concem and opposilion to the plans ofthe 
Nortolk Southern Ra.lroad to dramat.call> ,nc.ea>e da,l> tran, tratlic through our c ts , C urrentK traffic 
randies betueen ! . and 1 tra.ns per da> The ra.lroad is proposing increasing traffic' to up to 40 tra.ns 

This proposal is unacceptable for .nan\ reasons: 

1. Increased risk of collision w ith pedeMr.a.is and cars. 

2. Because 1 ake hrie isjuM \ o , i h ofthe tracks, evacuation ,n the cvc.i of a dera.i.ncni of ha/ardou-, 
inaler.als wil l he dangerouslv i.icrca-,ed. 

I here .s a large .se.i.or c.l./ens fac.l.tv No.th ofthe track^ and vsh.ch requires emeruencv veh.clcs 
on a regular basis. Access to and from the facilitv will he seriouslv affected ' ' 
1 xcevs.xe delav > in Iraftic wi l l result since the raihoad tracks run throueh the heart ofthe c.lv 
I uialiv. the decrease m pn-peri> salucs tl.nHighoui the c.tv w.ll be s.un.tlcant. Properlv salues 
w.ll decrease and the length ot t..nc it takes to sell ho.nes wil l i.iereasc. \1v wile has been 
realtor tor oxer 20 vear> and she unders.aiuls the neual.Nc aftect that railroads have on pronertv 
values, ' ' 

3. 

4. 
5. 

It IS imperativ e -hat the STB come to Rockv Riv er and other aifected communities 'o inspect the 
ptosimitv ol houses to the tracks, the Lake Lne shore line and the population densitv ofthe area A 
public hear.ng bv the S 1 B is appropriate: you are charged with an obligation to the publ.c - not to the 

It is our intention that this letter express to vou our concern in the .stnni^est possible uax U e 
trust that our position on this matter is clear. 

SinceieK. 

Philip (• Aftoora 

^loH^ hii^^-yf^-/d^' 
Katiiv Kolesai-.Mtoora 



ENVIRC '-.NTAL 
DOCUIhAENT 

Christopher and Nancy Deibel 
1189 Wagar Road 

Rocky River, OH 44116 

October 17, ,l/9d. 

Secretary, Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1-925 K S t r e e t . , NW 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Gentlemen, 

Re: NSR INCREASED TRAIN TRAFFIC 
FD# 33388 

As long time r e s i d e n t s on the west side of Cleveland (Rocky 
R i v e r ) , we are ap p a l l e d , offended and di s a p p o i n t e d i n the 
recent news t h a t the pending m e r g e r / a c q u i s i t i o n of CONRAIL 
by the .NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILROAD w i l l increase t r a i n t r a f f i c 
m our community by an a d d i t i o n a l 25 t r a i n s per day. This i s 
t o t a l l y unacceptable. 

You are f u l l y aware of our concerns as viewed and explained 
by our e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s . You must r e a c t t o the wishes of 
our l o c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and come t o our community and 
inspect the p r o x i m i t y of houses t o the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . 

Further, you w i l l have t o consider the s a f e t y issues of our 
c h i l d r e n , f i r e response time, and impact on the e l d e r l y t h a t 
may need emergency response t h a t the increase i n the number 
of t r a i n s w i l l put i n jeopardy. 

You have a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o the p u b l i c and not the r a i l r o a d 
i n d u s t r y . The r a i l r o a d has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o the p u b l i c 
and not n e c e s s a r i l y t h e i r p r o f i t margins as we c o n t r i b u t e t o 
t h e i r p r o f i t s through the products we purchase and r a i l r o a d s 
t r a n s p o r t on t h e i r t r a i n s . 

Please research t h i s issue d i l i g e n t l y . I t i s your 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o be held accountable and weigh a l l issues 
before making your d e c i s i o n s . 

ŷ  i n c e r e i y , 

CfrFistopher J. Deibel 

Nancy J. Deibel 

cc: Mr. Donald Umberley, Mayor, Rocky River. OH 



EMVIRCNf̂ ENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

October 20, 1997 

Surface Transportat ion Board 
Docket .N'umber FD-33388 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

wentlemen: 

Regarding a proposed increase i n t r a i n t r a f f i c through Lakewood 
and adjacent c i t i e s , I can think of no better way to destroy a c i t y f i g h t i n g 
for i t s .survival i n the face of massive urban expansion. Currenc levels 
ot t r a i n t r a f f i c already border on the intolerable but we accept i t i n 
exchange for a place to l i v e which has much to o f f e r compared to a new 
subdivision or development. My choice to stay i n Lakewood and invest 
thousands of d o l l a r s and 18 years of my own blood, sweat and tears into 
comp.leteIy rebuilding our home was based on Lakewood's a b i l i t y to provide 
a safe and secure piace to l i v e . Our p a r t i c u l a r neighborhood i s our 
peaceful sanctuary as long as a t r a i n horn is not shattering our eardrums. 
Property values have steadily increased over the years due mainly to 
homeowners w i l l i n g to invest in a sound, secure and peaceful neignborhood. 
This in turn means more tax revenues for the c i t y coffers to wi^rk with and 
better provide for i t s c i t i z e n s . There i s no way any inccase in t r a i n 
t r a f f i c w i l l a t t r a c t future homeowners with the same int e r e s t as uas been 
displayed ta date. 

Please use your best judgment when t r y i n g to rule on t h i s 
proposal. Better yet, come v i s i t our home, and i f we're lucky, t r a i n s 
w i l l be l i g h t that day and we ' l l be able to t a l k about t h i s . 

Sincerely, 

Warren W. Engel 
1296 Summit Avenue 
Lakewood. OH 44107 
(216) 226-9415 
(LIFETIME RESIDENT) 



Seplemlx-i .'4 l')')7 

l)S .Suilace I iansi">rialioii Board 
AIIN SLA-I iimiicc Dovkel i ^ i.SS 
l''-'-^ K Mrcet NW 
W.ishinmon IK imi^ 

DOCUMENT 

Dear Sns 

em./^/?Wli^< I 

MAIL 

cli i ldi iem.^X'/^ '^^Wr*^' • y ^ ^ / B ^ aiiciul MCKIIIICN l lcnieiilai\ .scliool in I akeuiKHl. Ohio 
Some 1)1 the children ,iliendiiii; \lcls.mles'iiiiisr^t«is ilie tracks ;ii least two IIIIILS , I i l , \ \ lo eel lo ami Irom 
sehool 

I Ici l sin>i)i'|\ aiiamsi Ns iiierc.isini: rail liallic h\ iliiec lii i icoi iiioic It iii.i\ lie IIIDIC Mt I'al \lc( iiiie 
\ L I'liblic Allairs lor NS ( oqxir.ilioii s;iid lie could not gii;ir;iiitee that rail Irallic would rtol exceed the 
lailioad s pioposed .•nci.is'c ol <l lo ' . i . liams (K'I CI.I\ AS NS'S business iii^ie.ises it is more lli.iii likcK 
the above tiiitiibers ol trams lliroimli l.aKeuixHl and Ihc Uest Shore area will mcrcise also I Ins is iu)l 
acceptable 

IDliowiim .lie llic ic.iMias \xc. a> a coiiiiiiiiiiiis, cannot .ilkiwcd tins lo (KCIH 

II Salel\ - lor onr children uho cross Ihc tracks d.iih lo <!0 lo SCIKH)! lhe lihiarv and p.'iiks 

' arrvmi.' ol linA'ttdoiiv wasle - m^hidmi' iiii'.lear v\asie- woijld th'.'')retii.:(ll\ iri'.r'.avj (rom the pfcv.-nt 
iiiiiiilvi <•! .'^ t S < I i.lis |vr \i-.ir (.ili;.-.i(l\ IIH< liii-li (if ,i imiiity t Itirdniifi .•'n , IDIIIMIMI. : lo i>\'.-t i . \ 
c.iis |M MMI I . K I I i.ir .1 txMciilial lliical lo om i.liildieii A sliuh doiK hs llic- Aitciiix toi N I K K ' I I 
I'iDKxIs \iiclcai \\ :isle(Hliee Nv;\.id.i l>:i'.vi! niiiiitK is IIOIII the I S I )e(Miniii. iii ol I I I . M'.N .IIUI ..umpil-. d 
Ihc lolliuMm; sl.ilisiie lor the sirile ol Ohio 2./* ' shipments ol Imih ICMI I I I K L . I I uasie Irom iiiiclcii 
plants .iiid nuclear \se.'i|Xiii disarm.'imeiit u i l l iravel throimli Ohio- 2,<>(iJ ol thosi' shipments are likelv iti 

Ihniiiuh I.HkewfNKi iind Iht- Wc<il Shore area ot ( leveland Noriolk SOIIIIKIII h; S a prc-aurccmciil 
Willi llic Icdci.il (roxcrnmciil lo c,iri\ ihc atvive iiiiclc.ii w.isic lhere .nc two loiilis ihroiieh iiorlliciri 
Ohio ()iic l)cm!'. Iliioiieli om LOIIIIIIIIMIIV 

') X iiipliiie ol iiaiiis iliioiri'h I .ikcvuxHl would mere.ise ;m polliiiioii SUM |()IIS pci \c.ir 
polliiiaiii tviiie iiilro'jen OMIIC 

Mosi ol lhe 

I )ilicr Issues ol snoiiu concent are 

I vacii,ilii>n ol ihc selux)ls sonf ! i o f tr.icks should .1 ir.iiii derail and spill h,i/.iid(>ns v-.iieo I here ire no 
school buses iii I akcvv.Hxl iherelorc Ihete would be no wav lor the clii'dreri lo t'el ("U ol thc cilv \ 
deciease ol pro|K'itv value which vvould also t>e a decrease lav base lor om SCIKHII- And a iliulit ol 
lamilies Irom l.akewixxl which would mean ,i tieiieral decline lor our coimmiiiiiv 

i his issue IS one ol .ureal concern to all ot iis ih.il live in Lakev\(x>d I'le.ise In.- .issincd lhe citi/ciis ol the 
\Vcsi Shore atea arc closelv momiorme ihc S I H proccedinus I ,ini concerned about ihc -.alelv issues ;iiid 
Inm ni\ child (rcn) will tv .illecled 

•̂ iMccrelv. 



Octoher 19. 1997 

Efv .cNTAL 
DCCUIiTsENT 

Secretarv Surtace Transportation Board 
192.*̂  K Street. NW 
Washuigton D.C. 20423 

Rh: I D # 33388 

Dear Secretarv: 

1 am writing vou to voice mv objection to Nortolk Southern Railroad's plan to increase 
train iraHk in Rockv River. Ohio. I am grealiv concerned about the health and saletv 
ofour two vear oid son due to the tact that our home directiv borders the track. I he 
potential tor accidents uil! be greativ increased for our son and the many young children 
in this communitv. Ha/ardous matenals are currentlv being transported and evacuation 
north oi the tracks is impossible because ot the lake. .\ delav in tire, medical, and police 
torces can mean the ditVerence between life and death. Noise pollution, saiety risks, and 
exposure to ha/iirdous materials are verv important rea.sons lo be concerned about this 
plan. 

l his is a terrific communitv to live in and this plan would drive .iur property values dovvn 
us well as comprt)mising the heaith and satety ot the residenls. Please consider coming to 
our communitv to inspect the proximity ofthe houses to thc track, the lakc shore line, and 
populali(m densitv In add̂  ion a loca! public hearing should be held so the co.:imunilv vou 
have an obligation to can express their concerns. 

Sincerelv. 

7^1 CUJ/ / 
Marv r , Wliite 

21115 Stratford Avenue Rockv River, Ohio 44116 216.331.6331 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Valda Robeznieks 
990 Elmwood Road 
Rocky River, Ohio, 44116 

October 16, 1997 

Secret a r y , Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K s t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington D.C. 2042.3 

Re FD #33388 

Dear Secretary; 

Regarding N o r f c l k Southern Railroad's plan t o increase 
t r a i n t r a f f i c up to 40 t r a i n s per day, may I submit the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

The c i t i e s of Lakewood, Rocky River, Bay V i l l a g e , and 
Avon are not places of ndustry and commerce, but r a t h e r 
communities of Homes. Local taxes are c o l l e c t e d based 
on the values of home p r o p e r t i e s , which are bound to 
drop s u b s t a n t i a l l y should these communities become A 
MAJOR CORRIDOP FOR THE RAILROAD. A drop i n c i t y 
s ervices and a generai d e c l i n e would f o l l o w . 

At the seme time, the Rai l r o a d has up to e i g h t ( 8 ) 
o p t i o n a l Routes f o r t r a f f i c away from densely populated 
areas. 

I do hope t h a t your f i n a l dc>cision w i l l f avor the People 
ar.d the Communities. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

( Valda Robeznieks) 

P.S. Please ask the r a i l r o a d engineers to Not lean on t h e i r 
a i r horns, be i t day or n i g h t . 



Octobe 

Whom 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

As a r e s i d e n t of Huron Count)- , I am asking f o r your hel 
r s x R a i l r o a d i s expanding t h e i r W i l l a r d yard and Greenwi 
cormections w i t h o u t concern for p u b l i c s a f e t y . Repeated 
attempts have been made br Huron County t o get CSX t o address 
t h i s i r.sue , hu* r s y ha?=. i;'fijsc-d t o c {vmm i t t r-. p u b l i c s a f e t y . 

Hinuii C ou (ity iids r equest tiO thci I v. iir.vA.rjil e 11 h*.-; r an 
overpass or underpass f o r a l l three r a i l c r o ssings on 
Townsend S t r e e t i n Greenwich, Ohio. UJe cannot deny p u b l i c 
s a f e t y t o our r e s i d e n t s and schools! The County has also 
requested an overpass on Section Line 30, which i s the main 
emergency response access r o u t e t o Richmond and Norwich 
Townships. I n W i l l a r d , - p c t i o n L i ?0 i cur r e n t l y blocked 
by stopped t r a i n s 30" he t i t f • > two more t r a c k s 
w i l l not lesson the bl..--^-_!ye but oniy ciin^jnce i t . Al ^ 
needed i s an i s o l a t i o n and containment r a i I spur anH 
emergency response access d r i v e al< 

a 1 s p i l l ' • 1 

f-tew Loiit.v>ft i s a l so go ing OC- d t i ect ed i n 
w i t h nc- a'̂ ces'̂ . Nor th t̂ r IJf^c^ c f main 1 i ne'~ 

. b, i o n 

1 i t O..K.iS do Ilia 
p r o f i t a b i l i t y w i t h o u t a 
need your h e l p , my l i f e 
•••••• • ' ' ^ en , d e p e n d on 

( . 1 1 i e tifIci nc cj 
n d f o r pub 1i c 

and the i i v e s 
i t ! : 1 

s a f e t y ? 
^ s p e c i a l l y 

L . i c e i 



EF4VfR0NMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

F e d e r a l S u r f a c e T r a . a s p o r t a c i o n Board 
S e c t i o n o f E n v i r o n o e n t i a l .A . i a lvs i s 
1925 .=C Stree t : N . V . 
Washi .Tgton. D .C . 20423 

Dear S i r : 

This l e t t e r i s 317 p r o t e s t to the propcsed increase tn 
r a i l c r a f f i c through the westshore co.-.i:u .li: i es from 13 
t J appro.•?i'2atel7 3S t r a i . i s a da7. 

.As a Vestshore r e s i d e n t , I s i n c e r e l y believe t h a t the 
sa f e t v , health and econoaic i.-^pact t h a t th^s proposal 
would have oa v i r t u a l l y a l l cf us i n such a densely 
populated area could be devastating. 

In c l o s i n g , v h l l e r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l r o l a i n our 
country, co.̂ ,-::on sense has to e.-:ist when the safe t y and 
welfare of l i t e r a l l y thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s ani f a r i i l i e s 
are at stake. 

I thank you f o r reading ray le t t e . - and I hope t h a t an 
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n w i l l be forthcoming i n the f u t u r e . 

m c e r e - y , 

.\cz: yy.\ fiu i/iL^icn 



10/10/97 ENViRCN'MENTAL 
OOCUMENT 

US. Surface Transportation Board 
ou Environment Analysis 
1925 K' Street 
Washington D C 20423 

Re Docket FPD #33388 

Dear Heabers of the Board 

I live in Lakewood, Ohio, where Norfolk and Western Railroad tracks run 
through the middle of my block Norfolk and Western has requested you 
alluw them to nearly double the number of trains traveling through 
Lakewood Please don t let that happen. 

Since I reside to the north of the tracks, an increase in train 
traffic would deeply affect my family and ae Since my neighborhood 
is residential, we nwst crosc the tracks to get to the store, library, 
school, work, and roost importantly, the hospital 

Some days, I've waited as long as seven minutes for a train to pass 
I can't t e l l you how many times I've traveled a few miles west just 
to get to the one underpass in the whole city Lakewood residents have 
put up with the trains for years, but this increase would be a risk to 
public Sifety Eicrgoncy and Fire vehicles couldn't get to wf house 
There would be more noise and more accidents with cars because drivers 
don't want to get stuck waiting for a long tram or another train, 

I m also concerned about the type of cargo these trains are carrying 
through our city How much of it is hazardous or toxic to humans'' With 
more train t r a f f i c coaas a greater threat of an accident Lakewood has 
a large population, thousands of people live around those tracks What 
happens when these chemicals lea* after an accidentThe ground water 
m this area pnptiec right into Lake Erie on L/ikewood's north border 
Has anyone considered the environmental issues related to the Lake 
should a situation arise'' 

Norfolk and West̂ -rn should not be ,3rmitted to increase traffic 
through Lakewood, O!iio 

Respectfully^ 

yy /M'^'fii 
Pita George ' 
1252 Brockley Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

1216)228-8664 



DOCUMENT Philip and Elizabeth Pim 
French .Avenue 

Lakewood. Ohio 44107 
(216)521-2%8 

October 24. 1997 

U.S, Surface Transportation Beard 
Attn-.L SKA - Finance Docket 33388 
1925 -K' Street. NW 
Washington. [ ) r 20423 

To Whom it ma> concern: 

I am writing to express my concems regarding the NS-Cs\ Proposal, now before the Federal Surface 
Transportation Board in Washington, on Lakewood. Ohio, 

The joint application filed by Norfolk Southern and CSX to triple the number ot trains that run through 
Lakewood and the adjoining suburbs is just plain arrogant. 

Our cit> is the most densely populated cits between New York Cit> and Chicago and deserve extra consideration 
regarding this issue. Tripling the trains would increase poiiution. and interfere with our citv "s response time for 
emergencv situations, including tire and medical The Childrer, who cross these tracks on their wav to school 
and the mai.v residents who cross the tracks commuting to work in the downtown area would he pui at greater 
risk. 

But w hat bothers us the most about this unbeliev able proposal is the impact it vvould hav e on our qualitv of life. 
Fach morning at 12;30am. 2:15am. 2:30am etc.. vve are awakened bv screaming, speeding trains. It is rare that 
anv consideration is made by the train operators to not "lav on the horn" at those hours ofthe night and we are 
certain that thev are breaking the speed limit ihrough this area which increa,ses the chance of derailment (I 
thought speeding through a residential area was against the law). So. it wouldn't matter if thev built 10 
underpasses, the noise of 38 plus trains would be unbearable. Even our neighbors who have lived here for manv 
vears and have adjusted to the present number oftrains that run through our neighborhoods sav an increase 
would even be too much for them to bear. 

If this proposal is granted we will never have another nights rest and the peace and quiet that every tax paying 
American deserves will not be ours. We live on a beautiful sireet and do not want lo be forced to sell our home 
that we have owned for onlv a short time, \\ ill the railroads pay for our our loss of propertv value,' 

II is frightening to think that this proposal could become a reality in a communitv that I am currentlv verv proud 
to live in. l.akewood and the adjoining suburbs vvill no longer be the desirable residenlial arê is thev once were, 
but vv ill become cities in decline 

Sincerelv. 

r:\1adeline A. Cain. Stephen Vv, i it/Oerald 



Secretaiy 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. N W. 
Washington D C. 20423 

FD# 33388 

ENV!HGivr»i£i-iTAL 
DOCUMSMT 

Dear Secretarv of the Surface Transportation Board 

This letter is in response to Norfolk Southem's plan to increase train traffic i„ :hc Northwest Cleveland 
suburbs I feel this has an adverse effect on our community for thc following reasons: 

• The chances of collision with cars and pedestrians arc already too high The increased traffic w ill 
only mean increased fatalities 

• If hazardous chemicals were to spill thc effects would bc frightening especially considering the 
proximity of houses to the iracks and the limited access b> emergency vehicles—the entire North side 
would be inaccessible "~ 

• Because of the limited access by emergencv vehicles, the entire North side wouid be inaccessible to 
police, medical and fire forces Thc slightest increase in traflic would endanger thousands o'' people. 

• TTie excessive dusl and noisc pollution would create a mess and affect everyone's sleep 
• Thc property values would plummet, tuming thc presentlv beautiful surroundings into a slum 

I request that the Surface Transportation Board visit the locations effected to see the proximity ofthe 
houses, the inaccessibility ofthe propeny North ofthe tracks and the density ofthe population along the 
tracks. 

I feel thc Surface Transportation Board's responsibility is lo thc public and request a local public hearing 
with the Board so our communitv's view can be aired 

Sincerely, 

iohn Michos yy 
21324 Stratford Avenue 
Rockv River. OH 44116 



E t-i v" i H 0 ?ii ivi i -5 i A L 
DOCUMENT 

Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. N W. 
Washington D C 20423 

FD# 33388 

Dear Secretary of the Surface Transportation Board 

This lelter is in response lo Norfolk Southern's plan to increase train traffic in thc Northwest Cleveland 
suburbs I feel this has an adverse effect on our community for the follov/ing re-sons: 

• The chances of collision with cars and pcdcstnans arc alreadv too high The increased traffic w ill 
only mean increased fatalities 

• If hazardous chemicals were lo spill thc effects would bc fnghtening especially considering the 
proximity of houses to the tracks and thc limited access by emergencv vehicles—the entire North side 
would lx; inaccessible 

• Because ofthe limited access by emergency vehicles, the entire North side would be inaccessible to 
police, medical and fire forces The slightest increase in Iraffic would endanger thousands of people 

• The excessive dust and noise pollution would create a mess and affect evervone's sleep 
• The property values would plummet, tuming the presently beautiful sunoundings into a slum 

I request lhat the Surface Transportation Board visit the locations effected lo see the proximity ofthe 
houses, thc inaccessibility ofthe propeny North of thc tracks and thc density ofthe population along the 
tracks. 

I feel the Surface Transportalion Board's responsibility is lo the public and requesi a local public hearing 
with the Board so our communitv's view can be aired. 

Sincerelv. 

4 
Andrei! ivlichos 

21324 3;ratford Avenue 
Rockv River. OH 44116 



('brisia MeJvin 
20615 Stratford Avenue 
Rockt River. Oll 44116 

Secretary 
Surface 1 ransportation Board 
1925 K Strcet. NW 
Washington. DC 20423 

Re: FD# .133X8 

October 21. 1997 

ENVIRONfiAENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Dear Secretar): 

I am writing to urge you to visit my coinmunity to inspect the dangerous impact that an 
increase in train traffic woulci have, fhe heailh and safety ofthe people in the 
communities will be aifected due to the very close proximity oflhe houses to the train 
tracks. 

The surrounding communities are densely populated and largely comprised of individuals 
and families, 1 he pt)tentiai for an increase in pedestrian and automobile collisions is 
great. Above all. our conmunities are div ided by the tracks vvith very few above or 
belovv ground crossings, fhe reduced response rate for emergencv vehicles getting to the 
northern side ofour communities is of deep concern. It means the difference between life 
and death. 

In addition, the unknown materials being transported by freight train is very unsettling. 
An increase in the likelihood ofa derailment with the increase in traffic is extremely 
serious given the tracks are. al most, within lOU leel from our residences. 

The Surface Transporiation Board has an obligation to hear the public and inspect the 
area. I am pleatiing that v ou visit our communitv and see the situation vvith your own 
eyes. Please do not make this grave decision wilhout .serious evaluation, fhank vou. 

With great concem. 

yy/y\M}yM' 
Christa Ferry Medvin*" 



Gene E. Lamoreaux 
1430 Boughtonville Rd. • Greenwich, Ohio 44837 Phone (419) 752-7892 

E?4V'lRCM?iiENTAL 
DOCUr/iENT October 22, 1997 

Surface Transportation Safety Board 
1925 K Street N W 
Washington D C 20423-0001 

To Whom It May Concern 

As a resident of Huron County. I am asking for your help CSX Railroad is expanding 
their Willard yard and Greenwich connections without concern for public safety 
Repeated attempts have been made by Huron County to get CSX to address this issue, 
but CSX has refused to commit to public safety 

Increased rail traffic (80 to iQO trains per day) through Greenwich Ohio will virtually 
close all emergencv response access to 2 067 resident of Greenwich Village. Ripley 
Township part of Greenwich Township and 923 students in the South Central school 
system (1/4 mile north of Greenwich) THIS IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE. 

Huron County has .-equested that CSX install either an overpass or underpass for all 
three rail crossings on Townsend Street m Greenwich, Ohio We cannot deny public 
safety to our residents and schools' Huron County has also requested an overpass on 
Section Line 30 Road, which is the mam emergency response-access route to 
Richmond and Norwich lownships In Willard. Section Line 30 Road is currently 
blocked by stopped trains 30% of the time Adding two more tracks will not decrease 
ttie blockage but only increase it Also needed is an isolation & containment raii-spur 
and emergency response-access drive along the new mam tracks to handle chemical 
spills & releases 

New London is also going to be affected m a similar fashion with no access North or 
West of the main lines 

How can railroads do major expansions to enhance their profitability without any regard 
for public safety'? I really need your help, my life and the lives of others, especially our 
children, depend on i t '" 

Very truly yours. 

Gene E Lamoreaux 



October. 19^7 

ENViî CIN;s^ENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

To Whom It May Concem: 

As a resident of Huron County, I am asking for your help CSX Railroad is expanding their 
Willard yard and Greenwich connections without concem for public safety. Repeated attempts 
have been made by Huron County to get CS.X to address this issue, but CSX has refused to 
commit to public safety 

Increased rail traffic. (80 to 100 trains per day) through Greenwich, Ohio, will virtually clQse_all 
enicrg,eus;v re5p.onse,accesi to 2,007 residents of Greenwich Village, Ripley Township, part of 
Greenwich Township, and 923 students in the South Central school system (1/4 mile noah of 
Greenwich) THIS IS TOTALLY L'NACCEPl ABLE. 

Huron County has requested that CS.X install either an overpass or underpass tbr ali three rail 
crossings on Townsend Street in Greenwich, Ohio We cannot deny public satety to our residents 
and schools' The County has also requested an overpass on Section Line 30. which is the main 
emergency response access route to Richtnond and Norwich Townships In Willard, Section Line 
30 is currently blocked by stopped trains 30''o ofthe time .Adding two more tracks will not 
lesson the blockage but only enhance it. Also needed is an isolation and containment raii spur and 
emergencv response access drive along the new main tracks to handle chemical spiils and releases 

New London is also going to be affected in a similar fashion with no access Nonh or Wesl of 
main lines 

Hovv can railroads do major expansions to enhance their profitability without any regard for 
ptiblic safety"" I really need your help; my life and the lives of others, especially our children, 
depend on i f ' 

Sincerelv, 

iy<-<-' 
Name and .Addiess Signature 

.;r, I . b .. .. 
o. •ci.K r-.^ 



October. 1997 

ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

To WTiom It May Concem; 

.As a resident of Huron County, I am asking for your help CSX Railroad is expanding their 
Willard yard and Greenwich connections without concera for public safety. Repeated attempts 
have been m.ade by Huron County to get CSX to address this issue, but CSX has refijsed to 
comrrut to public safety. 

Increased rail traffic, (80 to 100 trains per day) through Greenwich, Ohio, will vinually diJS^Jlil 
emergency re':ponse access to 2,067 residents of Greenwich Village, Ripley Township, pan of 
Greenwich Township, and 923 students in the South Central school system (1/4 mile north of 
Greenwich) THIS IS TOTALLY LTNACCEPT.ABLE, 

Huron County has requested that CSX install either an overpass or underpass lor ali three rail 
crossings on Townsend Street in Greenwich, Ohio, We cannot deny public safety to our residents 
and schools' The County has also requested an overpass on Section Line 30, vvhich is the main 
emergencv response access route to Richmond and Norwich Townships. In Willard, Section Line 
30 IS currently blocked by stopped trains 30% of the time, .Adding two more tracks wili not 
lesson the blockage but only enhance it. Also needed is an isolation and containment rail spur and 
emergency response access drive along the new main tracks to handle chemicai spills and releases. 

New London is also going to be afiected in a similar fashion with no access North or West of 
main lines 

How can railroads do major expansions to enhance their protitability without any regard for 
public safety'' I really need your help; my lile and the lives of others, especially our children, 
depend on it!!I 

Sincerely, 

- J y . i 1,^1' ŷ - - > 
J 

U- V / ( ' 

Signature , f Pnnt Name and .Address . _ _̂ 

.1 . ^ y . y / • y/^y^.rA^M-^-J^^^-^<-///'^^^ 

y^x /'-Z:3.-^u^-^- .//.Ay^^c.^ ^y^-^^^-y/yr^^^. }y<-j>y^^yyiyy^r 
y y J ' y . - - J J - ^ y y yu -c fyy<-^ jr7i..'i<t<^} 

y ' C a y ̂  ^ yj.^i^ / ^ y < '>--t<^(} • , • . ^ -̂ ^v... 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
Serving all county, municipal and township governm-^nts m Ccya yoga. Geauga. Lake. Lorain and Medina Counties 

t M 7 BOARL. MtMBCNS 

G*»Mga Cour>i» Board o l Comnms*orders 

Davtd E ArHl«iV)n Mayor 

C h a r i e s t Pat ton Counc i tman 
Cit> ol CtevClaiKl 
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Mt.>l'na County Board o l Comm-ss ionets 

Rot>en C Dcwf i f y Cily Manager 
Crty ot Clev«'af>d M ^ n ^ t s 

t«>«>aM W R y b i a Couf ic i i r \»(^ 
City cf Cte.e iar .d 

Kennc lh P Carney Sf P E P S 
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C. yanoga Count* Board ot Commts$.o'*e 's 
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Cuyahoga County Board of Commisstor ter* 
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C«f>(iis M Ctough Mayor 
CMy ot \Af«»!iake 

Rooa*v«4l Coats Counc i lman 
City of C i e v e t a n j 

George U Oixon Boa ia PfM»d«nt 
Grea ie i CieveiarxJ Regional Transit A j t r ? •, 

uvaner f Enmte t i Mayor 
City ot Slro' tosmlte 

Dale H P«Jtowrt Commiss ioner 
Lake County Board of CoTifTf&sioners 

Palf i . . ia G G e i s s m - - PresKjeni 
iNieoma County B o a r : of CommiMioner& 

Thofnas P i i>iies »- E 
Lake County EnQiDMi 

Jeny N Mruby MayO' 
Ct ly 0* Brec*Svt l le 

M.chaei B Keys Mayor 
Crty Ot EPyr^a 

JotKi T Koosvaf Mayor 
CNy of Soutn E u c M 

Josepf l F K o o u t a Mayor 
City Ol Loram 

J TiinotTiy Mt-Co'rr.ack Ci>rT\missiOn«r 
L u y i f i o g a County Boara cf C o m m i s s t o n t ' ^ 

Hunler MoiT Sor D'reclof 
Ci ly of C leve land Planning Comr i i ss io . 

Thomas J N e l P E P S 
Cuyahoga County Engineer 

f * o / » i i PresKleni 
. . C o j n i y Boaro ol CommiSStont 'S 

A J Odeai Director 
» " O i i oReg tOT^a 'S«¥« f Chsc 

Wn'.iarr M R e p » * C o m m i s s i o n s 
Geauga County Bcarr l o l Comm.ssia '^eis 

M i t d i e O M TeuSCh^t Presuient 
Lake County Boa*d of C o m m i s n o n e r 

t i J w a n l l . Thei tmanri MayO* 
Vi l lage o l V lanon Mtlis 

^'i itcenl M U 'D i " Mayu i 
Crty o l Avori Lake 

Mary Jy V a v President 
Lo ia in Couniy Beard Gf C o m m i t s 

M i c f i j e i H w m e Mayor 

I ' T Skowronski 
Nof i r ieaw Otsinci C f i c e 

- •viror'Ti^ntat P f j t e ' - t t o r Age-v. , 

r i ' , n J i : j R t / a .B ' E KBCUli «e D<' i 
ft*crtheasi OTio Areawtde 
r r : ^ n i i n a t i i g Agency 

October::. 1W7 

ENViRONMENTALg^To] 
DOCUMENTXy^ 

Office oflhe Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
STB Finance Docket No. .v̂ .̂ ŜS 
Surface Transportation Fioard 
19:5 K. Street. NW 
W ashington. DC :04:.V()()()I 

Attention: Ms. l-laine K. Kaiser 
Chief. Section of linvironmenlal .Analysis 

Dear Ms. Kaiscr; 

lhe proposed rail acquisition ofConrail b\ CS.XT and Norfolk Southern (NS). at a 
reported cost of S 10.4 billion, uill ha\c a significant impact on Ohio and other states 
throughout the eastern l nited States, W e recogni/e that this merger presents the 
Surface I ransponalion Hoard uith a \ er> challenging and complex decision, made 
difficult b> the man> issues uhich musi bc given caretui consideralion prior lo thc 
final determination. Our commenls are offered in a cooperalix c conicM. designed 
to assisi lhe S I B in ils deliberations. 

.As thc .Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) representing :. 1 million icsidents. 
fne counties and 172 municipalities in northeast Ohio, ue ha\c taken the opportunity 
to rc\icu the 1 in ironmcntal Reports produced as part ofthe merger process. We 
have looked at the proposed plan of CSX 1 and Norfolk ct Souihern (NS) including 
the mainlines sciected for increases and or decreases of trains, l he current plan 
proposes doubling and or tripling thc number oftrains per day in some ofthe most 
densely populated areas v>f Northeast Ohio, Of primary concern is the NS proposal 
lo increase the number oftrains per da\ on ils Vcrmiliim to Cle\eland line fr^im 1 ?> 
trains per da\ lo 3: trains pcr day. This proposal impacts a number of communities 
uilhin lhis corridor, lhe C il> oi' l.akeuood. b\ ua\ of example, is a mature 
comnumils uiih approximateK 64.()()() pci>plc in 6.7 square milcs, I.akcuoiKi itselt 
has :() al-grade crossings uilhin ils city limits, the most at-gradc crossings per square 
mile ot an\ city in Ohio. Clearly l.akeuood. the Cily of C leveland and the other 
ci>minunilies along th.is corridor ahead) have serious safety concerns relating tvi 
pcdcsu iaii and \ chicle crossing issues, and dcla\s lo ambulance. IMS. police and 
fire equipmeni. al limes uhen response lime is ob\ ioush critical. .\n\ increase ot 
train traffic ihrough these areas can onh e,̂  icerbale the situation uith thc most 
s -rious of consequences, .As e\ idence to support our concerns uc cite the 1 K.A s 
rc -cntl) complied safet\ audit of CSX I . I he IRA's audit criiici/cd CSX 1 for SIB 

668 R d i d Avenue, Atrium Otfice Plaza, Cleveland, Ohio 44114-3000 (216)241-2414 FAX (216) 621-3024 
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emphasizing train operations o\er safety. Il is alarming to note that these kinds of safety issues 
alread\ exist u ith the potenlial to increase as the merger and the added rail traffic tra\ els ihrough 
our communities. 

Our anah sis also re\ eals that the propo.sed increase in freight traffic ma> preclude the potential 
for shared use of these iracks tbr operation of commuler rail. NO.AC.A uas auarded a grant by 
liie l ederai 1 ransit .Admini.stralion to assess the feasibility of commuler rail scr\ ice in northeast 
Ohio and has not \ et completed its study. Ifthe polential currentl) exists for joint usage, the 
merger should not jcopardi/c this possibilil) and should consider uhai capital impro\ements 
uould be necessar) to mainiain this possibility in ihe post merger system,. 

Re\ ieu also indicates that the proposed plan significanth increases the number i>f trains per day 
through some ofthe most densely populated, urb; n areas of Northeast Ohio, uhile at the same 
time reducing the number oftrains per da) ihrough less densely populated, rural areas, from a 
safelN standpoint, this is pu/./ling since it is recogni/ed that northeast Ohio is nol the origin or 
destination ofa \ ast majorit) ofthe rail freighl mo\ing ihrough this area. There uould appear 
lo be no operational ad\ antage and potentialh serious safel) problems u ith this aspecl of the 
plan. .All routing options contemplated in this plan should be re-considered to minimi/e the 
impact on urban areas uhere large numbers of people are at risk. e\en to the extent of considering 
aurcemenis uith other compaifes. such as the Wheeling & Lake Lrie. to luse available rail lines 
that do nol ira\erse denseh populated areas. 

1 he region's economic grouih and de\ elopment is affected directly b) thc abilii) lo cfficienil) 
mo\e freight in and oul oflhe region. Reducing rail iraffic by di\erting lo other rouies in less 
denseh populated areas increases this elficicnc) uhile decreasing the region's safel) concerns. 
Lurther. thc luo expanded railroads must address northea.st Ohio's need for links betueen rail and 
other modes of freight mo\ement. such as uater (the ports), highua) (irucks). air and pipeline 
as uell as expand conneclions lo markets for the region's manufaciurers, l he proposed plan 
cannoi simply increase the numbers oftrains per da) passing through our region uiihoul 
pro\ iding ser\ icc lo the region's manufaciurers. 

Safel) and economic conipeiili\cness issues cannoi be dismissed in assessing the results ot lhe 
proposed acquisiiion. W c respcctfull) suggest that the proposed plan docs not adequately 
address eiiher of these issues in northeast Ohio. W e belie\ e additional sludy is clearly uarranled 
and essential to idenlif)ing regional and local impacts, identif) ing options and mitigaiion actions 
necessary lo addiess the impacis. W c urge you to require, as a condition of ihc merger 
agreement, that additional stud) bc undertaken oflhe significant negative impact this action uil l 
ha\e on northeast Ohio. 
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1 also refer you to the allached letter to Ms. Ciail .Morgan ofthe SIB. I he transmittal letter refers 
to needed grade separations, maintenance, and grade crossing impro\ ements. It accompanies our 
NOACA Cio\ eming Board Resolution No. 97-073. adopted on September '2. 1997 and outlines 
the e\ents and actions taking place in Northeast Ohio to monitor the acquisition ofConrail by 
CS.X 1 and Conrail. 

We appreciate thc opportunit) to express our concerns and trust this information ui l l assist in 
)our process. If ue can be of assistance as )our rc\ ieu continues please call or urile. 

Sincerelv. 

Ilouard R. Maier 
Lixecutive Direcior 

HR.M/J\H/SI/sd/082lt 

.Attachments 



I M T BOARD MCWSCRS 

H#i l C Mols lener C o m m i i s i o n e r 
Geauga County Board o l Commiss ioners 

DavK] E Anderson MayOi 
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NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE COORDINATING AGENCY 
Serving all county, mu.-iiclpal and townstilp gbvernments In Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lafce Lorain and Medina Counties 

October 16. 1997 

Ms. Ciail Morgan. Chairperson 
Surt'ace fransportation Board 
Office of Congressional & Public Services 
1925 K Street. N W',. Suite 840 
Washingion. DC 20423-OUOl 

Dear Ms. Morgan: 

NO.ACA uas requesied by its uestshore member communities to assisi in making their 
concems knoun regarding the potential impact that the proposed acquisition ofConrail b) 
Norfolk Southern (NS) and CSX I may have on their eommunilies. ,As a resuli. allached 
is NOAC.A Board Resolution No. 97-073 uhich uas adopled on Seplember 12. 1̂ )97 and 
outiines the evenis and aciions uhich are taking place in Northea.st Ohio in order to monitor 
the acquisition ofConrail by NS and CS.X !. 
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A a i t e i f Et i rnfei l Mayor 
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• t M 9 c u U v CommVtea Wemders 

The NO.AC.A Board, representing 2.1 million residents in fi\e counlies t>f Northeast t)hio. 
u ishes lo nolify your agenc) of its concem tnat as proposed, the acquisition of Conra'' by 
NS and CSXT may ha\ e a significant aJ\erse impact on ihc residents of Northea.st Ohio. 
The NOACA Board recognizes this proposed acquisition ma) offer the potential for eco­
nomic de\ elopment and rede\elopment in the region. impro\ed freight movement and 
intermodal conneclions. Houever. eommunilies are concerned lhat possible negati\e 
impacis. both locally and region-uide. might occur, regarding the polential ad\ erse satety 
issues related lo dela) s in emergency equipmeni response and environmental issues. A 
multi-year prtigram of grade-crossing impro\ ements and some rail-roadua) grade separa­
tions uould begin lo address these safety concerns. 

In addition, increased freight rail traffic through the region may also have the negati\e 
result of reducing the potenlial for joinl use ofthe freight rail corridors for commuler rail, 
.A commuter rail leasibilit) stud) is currentl) underuay at NO.AC.A. 

W'e appreciate vour consideration oflhe.se factors as discussions and decisions cinilinuc 
regarding this merger and us impact on the Northeast Ohio region. 

Sincereh. 

I Kiuard R. Maier 
L.xeculive Director 

I I K M K l mil l 3()16s 

L.nclosure 

668 Euclid Avenue, Atrium Office Plaza, Cleveland, Otiio 44114-3000 (216)241-2414 FAX (216) 621-3024 
(Pr infed o " WetytterJ P a * * r ) 



AMENDED ItKSOLlJTION NO. 97-07.̂  
(CSX/C onrail Merper Impact) 

KKSOl I H O N OF IHE (;()VERMN(; BOARD 
OE H I E 

NORTHEAST OHIO AREAWIDE C ()()RDINAT1N(; A(;ENCV 

W HEREAS. Norfolk Southern (NS) and CSX Transportation (CSXT) have propo.sed 
the acquisition and distribution oflhe asseis ,if Consolidated Rail Corp, (Conrail); and 

\ \ HERE.AS. the proposed acquisition is currenth being considered b) the Surtace 
Transportation lioard (S I B), the federal!) constituted bod) authorized to act on lhe proposal: and 

W HEREAS, ihe proposal, as contained m a three volume documeni entitled Railroad 
Control .Application - Lnvironmental Report Parts 1 - 4. has been made available for public re-
Mcu and ccMiiment as part ofthe SiB process; and 

\ \ HERE.AS. this document is curreiuh being revieueJ by numerous interested parties in 
the northeast Ohio area in order to determine the present and future impact the proposed acquisi-
li<Mi ma\ h.i\e on the region as a result of re\ ised operations; and 

\ \ HERE.AS. this acquisition may offer lhe potential for economic development and 
rcde\ elopment in the region, improved freight movemeni and intermodal conneclions; and 

WHEREAS, the NOACA Board is concerned that the proposed acquisition may also 
ha\e possible negali\e impacts, holh local!) and region-uide. due to increased ;ind re-routed irat­
fic throughou' lhe region; and 

W HERE.AS. representati\es o! ,A\on I.ake. Bay Village. Lakewood. Rocky River, and 
Westlake (llie Westshore Commumues i appeared before the NO.AC.A .Advocacy l ask Loree on 
Augusl 2(\ 1997; and 

W HERE.AS, these representatives expressed concern regarding the potential adverse 
safety and oilier impacts the propo.sed acquisition uould ha\e on their communities, including 
the tripling of treighi trains ihrourh . ver\ dense!) populated residential area; and 

W HERE.AS, possible negaii\e irnpacts may include safety issues related to possible de­
lays in cmergcncN equipment respcmse and en\ ironmei al issues relaled lo possible air poliulion. 
noise poliulion and ha. ardous cargo shipmenls; and 

W HERE.AS. there may be allernali\e rouiing plans that v.ould reduce the potential ad-
\ erse mipacts on the region, and 

W IH.RE.AS, increased freight rail traffic ihrough the region may also ha\e the negative 
result of reducing the potential for j i P ' use oflhe freighl rail corridors for commuter rail, the 
leasihililv ol uhich NO.AC.A currently has under study. 

2062 U 



AMENDED U E S O L U T I O N NO. 97-073 
(CSX/Conrail Merger Impact) 

NOW, THEREFORE. RF IT RESOEVED by me Goveming Board ofthe Northeast Ohio 

/vr.auide Coordinating Agency that: 

Section 1 fhe NOACA Board, representing 2.1 million residents in fi\e counties of Northeast 
Ohio, the 20th largest metropolitan area in the U.S., wishes to notify the Surfaee Transportation 
Board of its concern lhal as proposed, the acquisition ofConrail by and CSXT ir.ay have a 
siunificant adverse impact on the residents of Northeast Ohio. 

Section 2. The NOACA Board hereby directs the Executive Director to continue to monitor all 
curreni and future documenis related to the proposed acquisition, to coordinate with other inter­
ested parties, specificallv the Ohio Rail Developmenl Commission. Great.-r Cleveland Regional 

l ransit Authority. L A K E T R A N . the Westshore Communities, the City ot Cleveland, and the 
Greater Cleveland Growth Association (and others that may be identified), and to participate 
wilh these interested parties, as v.ell as slale and federal legislators, in working toward a regional 
position on ihe proposal including specific concerns as well as possible alternatives. 

Section 3 T he Execuii%e Director is further directed to report to fne NO.ACA Board, Commit­
tees and the Advocacv lask Force, from time to lime, on the status ofthis situalion and to di­
rectly consult the Transportalion Advisory Committee on all lechnical issues impacting the MPO 
planning process. 

Section 4 The Executive Director shall further instruct the Agency's Washington and Columbus 

liaisons to monitor activities relaled to this proposal and to advise the NOACA Board ofany nec-

essary actions. 

Secnon 5 The Executive Director is hereby aulhorized to transmit a certified copy ofthis reso­
lution to Norfolk Southern. CSXT. Conrail, the Surface Transportation Board, the Ohio Rail De-
selopnient'Commission, the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority. LAKETRAN the 
Greaier Cleveland Growih Association, stale and federal legislators, the President ot the United 
Stales and any other parlies in the region inlerested in the impact this acquisition will have on 
Northeast Ohio, 

Certified to be a true copy ofa Resolution oflhe Governing 
Board oflhe Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating 
Agency adopted this 12th day of Septeinber, 1997, 

Secretary,^:?^:^:^ 

Date Signed: ini&y^^lljyia j ^ j j y y y j 

2062 K 
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iOHTO 
Departmenr* 
of Natural 
Resources 

tyi 
Vemon A. Williams. Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board -. 
1925 KSt..N.W., Suite 700 / \ , / -
Washington. D.C. 20423 \ ; 
ATIN:Attn: Dana WTiite ( icu 

j j , •^•^ 

DOCUMENT 

October 14, 1997 

0 

George V Voinovich • Oovemor 
Donald C Anderson • Director 

RE: Rdlrcad Control Application: Env. Assessment: Finance Docket No. 33388 (Sub Nos. 1-7) 

To Whom It May Concem: 

The Ohio Coastal Management Program (OCMP) was approved by the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and became etTective on May 16. 1997. 
Lhe approval can be review ed in the Federal Registf (pp. 28448-9. f .lay 23. 1997). One of the mandates 
ofthe OCMP is the requirement for federal consistency. The OCMP document indicates that federal 
actions reasonably likely to affect any land or water use or natural resource of the coastal zone, 
regardless of location, be consistent with approved state coas'al management programs. Federal acuons 
include: 

• Federal agency activities and development projects; 

• Private applicant activities that require federal licenses, permits or other forms of approval; and 

• State and local go\ emment activities condu "ted with federal assislance. 

This letter ser\es to make you aware of this program. As such, the Fnvironmental Assessments 
(Chapter 3. Section 3.1 - Land U.se) should be corrected to retlect the change in status of the OCMP. If 
you ha\e any questions or need additional information, please comact me at 614/265-6411 
(kim.baker@dnr.state.oh.us). 

Sincerelv, 

, / 
7 

Kimberly A. Baker, Env, Program Administrator 
Division of Real Estate and Land Management 

Fojntain Square mbus, Ohio 43224-1387 
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Et4 V'IRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Herbert E. Robeznielts 
990 Elmwood Road 
Rocky River, Ohio, 44116 

October 16, 1997 

Secr e t a r y , Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K s t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20423 

Re.: FD #33308 

Dear Secretary; 

Regarding N o r f o l k Southern Railroad's plan t o increase 
t r a i n t r a f f i c up to 40 t r a i n s per day, may I submit the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

The c i t i e s of Lakewood, Rocky River, Bay V i l l a g e , and 
Avon are not places of i n d u s t r y and commorce, but r a t h e r 
communities of Homes. Local taxes are r o l l e c t e d based 
on the values ot ̂ ome p r o p e r t i e s , which are bound to 
drop s u b s t a n t i a l l y should these communities become A 
MAJOR CORRIDOR FOR THE RAILROAD. A drop i n c i t y 
s e r v i c e s and a general d e c l i n e would f o l l o w . 

At the same time, the R a i l r o a d has up to e i g h t ( 8 ) 
o p t i o n a l Routes f o r t r a f f i c away from densely populated 
areas. 

I do hope t h a t your f i n a l d e c i s i o n w i l l favor the People 
and the Communities. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

P.S 

( Herbert E. Robeznieks 

Please ask the r a i l r o a d engineers t o Not lean on t h e i r 
a i r horns, be i t day or n i g h t . 



ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Uy\^ty)m,OH VV/<^ 
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October 16, 1997 

Secretary Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K s t r e e t , N,W. 
Washington D.C. 2041:3 \ !•• V 

Re.I FD #33388 

Dear Secretary; 

Regarding N o r f o l k Southern R a i l r o a d ' s plan t o increase 
t r a i n t r a f f i c up to 40 t r a i n s per day, may I submit the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

The c i t i e s of Lakewood, RnrKy River, Bay V i l l a g e , and 
Avon are not places of i n d u s t r y and comnifcrce, but r a t h e r 
coiHBiunities of Homes. ^ocal taxes ars c o l l e c t e d based 
on the values of home p r o p e r t i e s , which are bound to 
drop s u b s t a n t i a l l y stiocld thc^ss comnunities become A 
MAJOR CCRRIDOR FOR THE R'.ILROAD. A drop i n c i t y 
s e r v i c e s and a general d e c l i n e would f o l l o w . 

At the same time, th- road has up to e i g h t ( 8 ) 
o p t i o n a l Routes f o r t r a f f i c away from densely populated 
areas. 

I do hope t h a t your f i n a l •-ion w i l l favor the People 
and the Communities. 

y 

Cmcerely, 

P.S. Pier! - engineers to No? i«an ;.• . 
a i r noms, tin i t aay or n i g h t . 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

812 Elmwood Road 
Rocky River, OH 44116 
October 19, 1997 

Secretary, Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K S t r e e t 
Washington, D. C. 20423 

Dear S i r : 

I am most concerned about the N o r f o l k Southern Railroad's 
proposal t o increase t r a i n t r a f f i c t o up t o 40 t r a i n s per 
day; our c u r r e n t number of t r a i n s i s 12 - 15 per day. 
Rocky River i s a small suburb of Cleveland and i s bordered 
on the n o r t h by Lake E r i e . We l i v e 4 houses n o r t h of the 
r a i l r o a d t r a c k s and there are only 3 r e s i d e n t i a l blocks 
between the t r a c k s and the 50+ f o o t c l i f f along tha lake. 
I n the event of a hazardous waste s p i l l t h ere wouid be a 
profound problem i n evacuating the area. 

I r e s p e c t f u l l y request t h a t the TTP come t n Rocky River and 
inspect the coimnunity before making any allowance f o r 
N o r f o l k Southern t o increase the number of t r a i n s . Besides 
many homes being very close t o the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s and 
bordered on the n o r t h by Lake E r i e , we have the a d d i t i o n a l 
concern w i t h the f a c t t h a t a l l ambulance and f i r e department 
s e r v i c e s are located on the south side of the r a i l r o a d 
t r a c k s . An increase i n t r a i n s severely a f f e c t s the response 
time of such v e h i c l e s t o our e n t i r e ar°a. 

Si n c e r e l y , 

} l - W ^ y 3 y\yj<^iU. 
Margot S. G i l b e r t 



DOCKET NUMBER _FD 333B8 . • 

Octcrei 19. 1997 

586 Reve-̂ e '.>".i- e 

-Bay Vi l l aea 

A:-: ' ' '̂ . " i l l i ^ - ' --.-r ,̂ -'"har. -7 years we are extrerr,ely 

concerned wi th the proposal by the N&3 Rai l road . This plan to 

increase the d a i l y t r a f f i c w i l l cause a great hardship on our 

res idents . 

The thought of being "detained" i n Say by a t r a i n leaves my blood 
cold when I thirJc of the emergenicies that could a r i se . .Ve are 
a r e s i d e n t i a l area and pay premium taxes f o r t h i s p r i v i l e g e and 
do not welcome the i n t r u s i o n proposed by the N & S Rai l road, 

y,y.ii<4. y V't* /CA^<.,.^ 

i t o b e r t A. Minium 

Judi th H, Minium 



Ei\...,JNMENTAL - ^ - ^ 
DOCUMENT 

October 19 1997 

Secretary, Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K. Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423 
Re: FD# 33388 

To wtiom it may concern: 

We are writing to object to the increase of train traffic proposed on the Norfolk 
Southern Railroad up to 40 trains per day. I feel that this increase poses a 
substantial safety risk to our family. Traffic of this magnitude could result in 
i/xtended delays of fire, police and medical emergency assistance to ourselves 
ar^d our neighbors. Our home is north of the train tracks and excessive traffic 
could prevent critical services from reaching us. 

We request that the STB come to our community and view the proximity of our 
homes to the tracks and the density of the population in our community. We 
request that a local public interest meeting be held to hear the voice of the 
community not just the railroad industry. 

We hope that our writing wil! not fall on deaf ears. 

Sincerely, 

Harry j . Hoole M. Kathleen Hoole 



LH. CENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

' i x i j t . 

Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 

Dear Sir or Madaiii/ Re:FD# 33388 

Pleaoe; please, pleaae do not allow the railroads to increase t r a f f i c 
throuyh Rocky River; Giiio. 

This c i t y is on the shores of Lake Erie and emergency medical and f i r e 
services are only avaiiaoie from the other side of the railroad tracks. 
One time about four years agO/ wnen EMS was cailed tor an eineryency m 
liiy house they were delayed several minutes because of train t r a f f i c . 
I f i.iy c a l l to EMS had been called because of a heart attack or other 
very setiu'-'s situation I could have died because of the delay caused by 
r a i l t r a f f i c . Please/ please do not l e t these situations occur. 

Also, the current level of riiyht time t r a f f i c causes significant noise 
polution which disrupts sleep every niyht of the year. We can not 
tolerate even more such polution. 

Please/ please/ please do not ailow the railroads to increase tra':fic. 

Also, I l i k e to tnink that government exists primarily for t.ne benefit 
of the people. There are already too nany stories of governments 
serving self interest groups rather than the ,,eople of this country. 
Please servt the people/ please. 

Sincerely/ 

^ /..,yi 
Richard T. Connelly d 
20782 Beaconsfield Blvd. 
Rocky River/ Ohio 44116 
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E N V i R O N M E N T A L 

D O C U M E N T The J a c o b s Fami l y 
741 Ein iwood Rd. 

Rocky R i v e i U i i ^ ^ 4 4 1 1 6 
/ / y r r i 

Secretary. Surface Trans Board / . / i 
1925 < Street. NW ' ^' 
vVashington. D.C, 20423 

Re; FD# 33388 \/> 

Dear Secretary: ^^^JjJ^y 

I'm writing to show consolidation with my Lake Erie neighbors who oppose Norfolk 
Southern Railroad's plan to increase train traffic in Rocky River. My family lives on 
Elmwood Road, almost directly across from the heavily travelled entrance to Elmwood 
Park. We reside 6 houses from the RR tracks. Elmwood Road has become in recent years a 
very busy cut thru for motorists entering and exiting the local highway (I -90. at Detroit 
Avenue, just W. of Elmwood). 1 have three small children and have become increasingly 
concerned with the steady car traffic on our street - combine this with more train traffic 
and Elmwood Road will become a real traftic - and parents - nightmare. I frequently have 
trouble backing out of my own driveway and don't care to find out how much worse more 
frequent tram traffic will make my once quiet, residential street. 

Of course I am concerned about problems arising in the event of emergency evacuation -
as well as "routine" emergency visits to the hospital - or the response of a fire engme 
being delayed becouse of a long, passing train and no available alternate route. 

This situation merits individual consideration because of the unique natural physical 
border of Rocky River: Lake Erie, and the man made physical border that is part ot our 
community as well: the RR tracks. Because of this, we feel it necessary to ask you to 
reconsider the proposal to increase train traffic on the Norfolk Southern RR line thru the 
lake bordering suburbs of NW Ohio. 

Thank You. 

yU{^i<^.Cycy-^ 
Laura and Chris Jacobs 

for Michael. Clementine and Callie 

^"/ry<y 



\ 

October 16. 1997 

ENViHONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Secretar\. Siirfai e Iransportation Board 
Fl ) # 33388 
1925 K Sireet.\W . ^ 
Washington, DC :()42." 

Dear Sir. 

I am a resident ot" Rock\ Ri\er. Ohio. I am uritinu to express m\ e.Mreme level ot concern regarding the 
Norfolk and Southern Railroad s present and future operating plans. 

M> concern relates to the safetv and frequence ot freight traffic through denselx jiopulated suburbs Rock\ 
River, l.akeuood and the neighboring towns vvith residents north ofthe train tracks have feu or no options 
for emergencv response bv fire, police or medical personnel when the freights roll through toun. lhis is not 
an issue of convenieiKc or attractiveness, but rather lite and death. 

It is a uell documented fact ;.iat proper response time in an emergencv situatU'n has resulted in reduced 
injurv and fataiitv rates tor heart attack, stroke victims and the like. Similarlv. propertv damage and 
casualties are also dramaticallv reduced v> hen fire departments have the abilitv to gel to the scene ofa fire or 
accident quicklv before trouble can spread, l he unique geographv of being bounded on the north bv 1 ake 
Lrie uhile all principal emergencv personnel and resources are south ofthe tracks makes present levels ot 
traftlc dangerous. ,\n increase in traftlc vvould be unconscionable. 

I nder present circumstances, the freight traftlc has an erratic but frequent pahern. Norfolk and S<nithern"s 
pian to increase traftlc stands against the interest of safetv as addressed above, there is great inciMisistcncv 
in the speed and volume oftheir trains. I hev varv tast and slow, and of modest to great duration I tnu! it 
difficult lo understaiui hou one train can move along at 20 - 2.̂  MPll uhile another just a short uhile later 
blasts through at considerablv iiigher speeds. Is this a matter ot conditions or load, or are some engmeers 
willing to flirt uitii unsafe speeds' 

As the enclosed copv ol a W all Sireet Journal article trom October 1 1997 indicates, ihere arc me. ningtul 
safetv issues at risk in lodav s o\erburdened transportation industrv. I or the sake ofall the parties involved. 
1 respectfullv requesi the S IB to conduct an on site reviev^ of conditions in northern Ohio and tollow up 
with local public interest hearings, l lou tragic it uould be if over-eager operators at Nortolk and Soiithern 
pressed the limiis oftheir trains and crews onlv to result in a derailment, or worse, a derailment contaming 
ha/ardous materials! A caretui review of conditions and practices would improve safetv. 1 urther. it would 
put all operators on notice tl'.at standards must be met on an on going basis. 

I am coiilldeiit vour tliidmgs will support mv view that existing levels oftraffic are riskv and a greater 
amoum of Irattlc would be eompletelv inappropriate based on saletv concerns. Hiank vou tor vour 
consideiation. I look lorward to vuur tollow up liere m our local communities. 

Sincerelv 

C'vn^hui McDonough 
21171 Stratford .Xvenue • 
Rockv River. Ohio 441 16 



:L'.S. to Criticize CSX Safety Procedures 
•Aher Inquiry of Fatal Rail Collision 
', - . - • By A.NNA WILDE .M.ATHEWS 
' S t a / j Reporter of T H F W A L L . S T R E E T J O U R N A L 

•' • A report by the Federal Railroad Ad-
lininistration is expected ttxiay to criticize 
; csk Corp. for failures in safety procedures 
involving Its train-sig-naling systems, tian-
dling nf hazardous materials, and report-

;lng of employee injuries. 
•J ' -The final iangvage of the report was 
-Still bemg wntt'.-n yesterday, but people 
with knowledge of the matter said it will 
fault the railroad for fatigued train crews 
and for not properly tracking and labeling 
certain hazardous chemical shipments. A 
CSX spokesman said the company hadn t 
seen the final report but was "already 
putting into place processes and proce-
dutes to make a safe railroad even 
safjT. 

I The investigation, which followed a 
Wtal collision involving two CS.X trains last 

-Jutie. comes at a bad time for the railroad 
inkhistry. which is under unprecedented 
scrutiny for safety and operating con­
cems. I llion Pacific Corp.. the nation's 
largest railroad, was faulted in a federal 
report last month for a •fundamental 
breakdown in safety procedures follow­
ing three fatal collisions this year. L'nion 
Pacific also is involved in thn biggest 
railroad snarl in history, with raiicars 
paralyzed ar.Mind the Gulf region and 
western r.S. 

The CS.X critique is not expected to be 
as harsh as the agency s criticism of Union 
Pacific. Still. CSX s handling of hazardous 
materials is a sensitive issue for the na­
tion s third largest railroad. Last month, a 

New Orleans jury in state court slapped the 
company with a $2.5 billion judgment, 
after a 198V chemical fire on a CSX track. 
The Richmond, Va.. company is now ap­
pealing the verdict. 

The Federal Ftailroad Administration's 
investigation followed a collision between 
two CSX trains that killed one worker near 
St. Albans. VV'.Va. A total of 100 federal 
investigators rode CSX trains, watched 
dispatchers and examined track. Though 
the probe didn t include every mile of 
CSX s IS.OOO miles of track, it focused on 
areas where there had been safety prob 
lems. 

The investigation s findings will in­
clude concerns about employee injuries 
that weren t properly reported to regula­
tors, according to a draft version of the 
report and to people with knowledgf" ol the 
matter. Accident statistics for railroads 
are closely tracked by the federal govern­
ment. But the report also will say the 
railroad is making unprovements, includ­
ing in maintenance and training pro­
grams, as well as in crew dispatching 
procedures to cut back on fatigue prob­
lems. CSX said It has already changed its 
methods of dealing with hazardous rjrgo 
to improve handling and labeling. 

CSX is seeking approval for the most 
expensive railroad deal m history, the SIO 
billion dcquisitiun oi Conraii Inc. CSX 
wants to take over 42'; of the Eastern rail 
giant, with the rest going to Norfolk Soutli­
ern Corp. Tnions and some rail customers 
have already raised concerns about the 
merger, which would leave just two ma;or 
railroads ^yt of the Mississippi. 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 637 Brooke Lane 

Bay Village Ohio 44140 
September 21. 1997 

Surface Transportation Board 
Section on Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Streei. N W 
Washington D C 20423 

Re. Docket Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

I am writing to express my opposition to the increase in rail traffic proposed by Norfolk 
& Southern on the lines running through the communities of Lakewood. Rocky River, 
Bay Village Avon Lake and westward My opposition to this increase is based on 
safety primarily and secondarily, as a property owner who is concerr with my 
property values 

If the proposed increase comes to pass there will more Iikely be larger numbers of 
trains stopped on the tracks for long periods of time i reside in the southwestern 
quadrant of Bay Village and if the Bradley Road crossing was closed by a stopped 
tram and I needed to make it to an emergency room quickly the increase in time to 
make it to the nearest nospital would be a minimum of 15 mnutes, if not longer This 
situation would occur not only in Bay Village but aiso the other communities these 
tracks pass through 

Additionally, my house is located approximately 100 yards from the railroad tracks If a 
derailment were to occur, the likelihood of tram cars ending up in my backyard is very 
great Furthermore the contents of said derailed cars would most assuredly end up in 
my backyard also If the cars contained hazardous materials as almost six percent of 
N&S s freight currently does there would be a very real and very negative impact on 
my family s health and my neighbors health I am not an isolated house on these 
tracks There are houses lining these tracks straight through each of the 
aforementioned communities and many of said houses are closer to the tracks than is 
mine 

My house represents the largest single investment we have made We chose where 
we live based on the quality of housing and the assumption that our mvestment would 
increase in value, as is the hope of all homeowners You can rest assured that if the 
nun-iber of trains is increased to the extent of the proposal my property will not gam in 
value but rather will precipitously decline in value I was at a meeting held in 
Lakewood on September 21 st and heard a spokesman from N&S talk about the ability 
to remain competitive I too can ma'̂ e that same claim I want my house to remain 
competitively priced so that i can protect my largest investment 



Humor me for a moment as I remind you that the Declaration of Independence 
includes the following phrase. That to secure these rights. Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the Consent of the governed " Further in 
Lincoln's Gettyc-burg Address he makes reference to a government ' of the people, by 
trie people and for the people" Gentlemen, the people from whom you ultimately 
derive your power are speaking Those documents do not reference the corporations 
of America They talk about us, the individual taxpaying citizens of the United States 
DO NOT APPROVE the increase in tram traffic 

Sincerely, 

YUitaj 111 fCcdcljy 
Nancy M Rodqers Nancy M Rodge 
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. « . f - v i T 21520 Erie Road 

DOCUMENT Rocky River, OH 44116 
October 18.1997 

RE: FD# 33388 

Secretary, Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, D C. 20423 

Dear Secretary, 

I write with regard to the proposed divestiture of Conrai between the CSX and Norfolk- Southern railroads. My home 
m Rocky Ri"er (a Northwest suburb of Cleveland) backs up to the Norfolk-Southern tracks. 

I am concerned about the reported plans of Norfolk-Southern to increase tran traffic through Rocky River by more 
than 150% ifthe divestiture goes through. 

Two hours ago this very day I was listening to both emergency sirens and tran whistles at the same time. I have no 
idea whether the tran prevented the emergency vehicles from a timely response or not, but it is a very real concern. 
The Norfolk-Southern bisects Rocky River with several grade crossings. All emergency services are located South of 
the ralroad 

This IS also an increased nsk to our many children who cross the tracks twice daily it they live on the opposite side of 
the tracks from the school they attend. 

I am also concerned about the hazardous materials that Norfolk-Southern is reportedly carrying through our 
community now and which will increase greatly if the divestiture goes through as presented. 

Rocky River is bounded on the North by Lake Erie and on the East end by the Rocky River In the event of a 
hazaraous spill, the evacuation ofthe Nonh side ofthe City could be constrained to going West and there is only one 
roadm that direction 

I hereby request that the Surface Transportation Board 
1) come to Rocky River and the other Northwest suburbs of Cleveland and view the proximity of the tracks to 
houses the popuiation density, and the limited evacuation routes from the North side ofthe city in an emergency, 

2) hold a public heanng in the Northwest suburbs of Cleveland 
3) develop a program to require all railroads nationwide to inform residents of hazardous cargoes they carry and 

provide emergency phone numbers for both the ralroad and the governments which should be notified in the 
event of a spill 

Thanlc you for your careful consideration of these issues If I can help in any way, please contact me. 

Very truly yours. 

yjiiyy. j y y 



ENv̂ iRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

October 17. 1997 

Surface Transportation Board 

Section on Hnviionmeiital -Xnalvsis 

1925 K St . N W 

V\ ashington D C 2042,^ 

Alton FD ^^'!88 

Thc purpose of (his letter is to \oice oi r objection to Ihc proposed increase m rail traffic on the 
Norfork Southern ime running throufc!. the western suburbs ol C u>ahoga count> and olhei uesiern 
counties 

It goes wuhoul saying thai the number onc issue is thc safct\ of all residents in this designated area 
Houever. other issues include but are noi limited lo, noise level, propertx value, and increased 
insurance rales, etc 

Because ue arc getting readv to retire the propertv value issue is a major concern for our familv Wc 
have uorkcd oui entire life to prepare lor a comfortable retirement and nou th.it is in jeopardv From 
uhat ue arc hearing our home mav not bring ihc tvpe of return uc expected, based on home sales in 
our immediate area over tiie past leu vears 

Wc cannot understand uhv vou uould uant to rum these beautiful neighborhoods Whv not keep the 
trains in a commercial corridor' W hv not do something positive, run passenger trams ' .Manv people 
in this area uould uelcomc this convenience 

Please, thmk hovv vou and vour familv uould react to this if it uere happening lo .ou Lel vour 
conscience be vour guide 

Singcrclv 

Rav mond & Ech the Udov ich 
•̂ V. Carriage Park Oval 
Westlake O h 44 U'^ 

cc W estlake Mav ors OfTice 
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Dear Sirs, 

• -jy^ 

tf.t\l 8'97 

I am a concerned parent and home owner of RtKKy Ri'* er. My nmin 

concem is for the satety ofour children due to the close proxrmi. . < hoines to the 

tracks ! bav o enclosed :i newspaper clippini? on a tram accident involving teer.s and 

.NcitUiik .•>ouUicin KaiiiuaU 

Some other concems are increase in traffic delays of tire. Ems and police and 

decrease in property value 

I am h(>pin<.' this letter from a parent and home owner will help stop the increase 

i l l irau!'' itl 

T hank-You, 

-^:Mdkcy'y'-cc 

Boys plajing chicken' 
on tracks see teen die 

Hv MAl.Ol M.\Hri.\ 
.ind MARK VqSBURCH 

i i .Ais m u R K I - »• . 

\INESVILLE .\ ryu- iJ 
tiKKtn uith a fn r • • 

leffry Vest hi.-life 
The 16-year-old line 

'larvey High .Schools footbul 
;eam ua'; struck and killed about 
: i :,)0 p.ni Thursday as he and n 
' •anmui'.e st.'irt'd dow n ,,u o!,(.i.)iil 

Norfolk Southem locomotive 
track-s j list east of Chestnut St. 

ill I'ainesvj/le, investifjators said 
fwo 0/ the hoys uere in the 

•liter of/the tracks." said Terry 
oleman' an investigator for the 
.ake County coroner's office. 
One jumped out of the way At 
lie lasl second, it appears |Jef-

' V l l /C u p " 

.I'lie ,-̂ ei.(;nJ leeii cluw tu >a!'ety 
after uaitint; until the approach­
ing eastbound train vvas vvithin 10 

feet, .said .Susan 
Terpay, a rail­
road spokes 
uomaii in Roa­
noke, Va The 
en^'incer re­
ported the tram 
was nioviny 
ahout ,),> mph 

.At least three 
t'llier football 
pla>ers, whose 
names were 
withheld by po­
lice, watched 

from the north side of the tracks 
but did not icpin i tin- accident lo 
authorities 

SIX TEEN/16-A 

Vest 
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r.i A loiig^ime recicieri*: of Lakewood. Ohio, I am deepr/ concerned by 'he 
ix̂ A-a-̂ t- f,''rtcik :• Western Railroad to increase the t r a m t r a f t i c 
•-hL..'ij:. Their request shoula be denied 

'. I . . - : \ . . . c f . - 1.::,. : ..r .:.ij.lroad track; and can t begin tc imagine 
:."v • ••. .̂ %'erage :: .'- trams passmg by each day 

-. ..^-jyp.-^;? • :. . tiiough the tracks run through the middle 
..I . ul c i t y . Lakewooa is a r.eautiiul place Lake Erie, part cf the Great 
Lakes - *-he largest fresh vater supply m the world, is at the ncrth end 
:-f z: " . - t - t This is an area f i l l e d with many fme century homes Fcr \c 
long .is tn:;se r a i l i o a d tracks have existed, people m our neighbcrhccas 
have had tc l i v e with and accept the noise, d i r t , dust, accidents, trash 

^ general inconvenience of the Nc<W trams Oir patient acceptance w i l l 
. rw'.̂ r de.i vi^h n;cre : the same' 

Wit:, '.his issue recently highlj.gji'ed. many Lakewcod residents are cnly 
r.?v -̂ .̂ F •̂ —•̂ •: ••hat multitude 'f h.̂ r.-. rdt^us .Ti.n'er ials are being shippea 

;. :..rj ••«';..-.' : ' . skipped the tracks 
.̂ r.?. • •;.'r,'::icâ s vere relea.-'^d ^ i - t : an .iiea nas aensely populated as 

1 L.̂ ĉc tne 1 a*. 
•• •.- A, . . e^ 1 3 n >- -t *i ' 

.•7'.'Cie; ...cr eas<r 

e:.":ir'' -ri'v c: Lakewood that has a 
•• •...e furthermost western border of 

* 'h.t^ underpass I d have to gc 
.• -. . :.-.-.••--- rfer. delayer. l:v 
::crea trams due to acciaents with 
number of trams w i l l only add tc 

• mcer' 

.:. their line 

.:/• -'Via: 

.a XIve 



DOCUMENT 

Surface Transportation Board 
Section on Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street N. 
Washington D. C. 20423 

DocKet = FD 33388 

In regard to the proposed increase of t r a m t r a f f i c on 

Southern which runs through Lakewood Ohio I wish to protest t h i s 

proposal. 

My husband and I l i v e on the North side of those tracks and the 

h o s p i t a l nearest us is on the south side of the tracks. Since 

my husband has emphysema and i f he should need immediate help, what 

happens i f a t r a m i s going by (which could be the case i f there 

is going to be such an increase m t r a m t r a f f i c ) . There are quite 

a few seniors l i v i n g m apartments on the north side of the tracks 

with the same s i t u a t i o n . 

I do hope you can come up with another solution to t h i s problem. 

Mr. & Mrs, Julian c. .McGill 

. • • . • • '•tJy.^cy.-: ' Jl,'( ' 

12000 Edgewater Drive » 501 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
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HELP DERAIL THE RAILROADS!! 

ATTENTION: ALL ROCKY RIVER RESIDENTS 
lyyr̂  THIS AEEECTS YOU! 

. , y . • ' ^ U _ 
Nortolk Southern Railroad's plans to mcrease tram traffic up to 40 trains per day 
.!ow). 1 his wili aftect everyone in our community: 

*Irtcrcasc rkk of collision with pedestrians and cars- many young families live close to 
the Ud»:ks with children crossing them to catch school buses and go to the park. 

' -Increase t!;c likelihood of derailnent of ha/ardous materials that are currently bemg 
transportec.Evacuatior north of the tracks will be impossible because of the lake. 

'Potential d;:la>s ot tire, medica! and police forces reachmg those north of the tracks-
delays of mmutes m response lime can mean the difference between life and death. 

"Coal dust exposure and m ŝe pollution v\ith resulting sleep disturbances. 

"Increase traffic delays waning for -̂ 'ijw moving freight trains. 

"Decrease in property \'i!iies th.'oughout Rcvkv River^-; 

y/ 
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October IB, 1997 

Lear Sirs, 

I ar. protesting; the -oian of the Norfolk 
and Southern Railroad to increase the nuniber 
of trains running through Lakewood and else­
where i n the Cleveland area. 

This i s a dangerous proposal. ;-.azardous 
waste, nuclear maxerials ar.d cher.ical s k i l l s 
cculd cause t e r r i b l e daraage. ETiercency 
niedieal vehicles, f i r e entiines anu nolice 
w i l l lose valuable tir.e i f t r a i n t r a f f i c 
is increased. 

There niust be alternate routes through 
r.ore industrial sections to alleviate t h i s 
situation, .-'lease do not rubberstar.p N'orfolk 
and Southern's plans, there are thousands 
of people in t .is area w-̂o are very concf-med 
with •.v".at ycu decide. 
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Chervr A. Bolas, Ph. D. 

ENViRONMENTAL '"^^.tZ^'^^r 
D O C U M E N T RiKky River, OH 44116-1212 

cy 
10/14/97 

US Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street N W 
Washington. D.C. 20433 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

1 am writting to oppose the proposed tripling of train traflfic through the westem suburbs 
of Cleveland (l.akewood. Rock> River. Bay Village). The Lakewood area is one ofthe 
most densely populated places in the United States (ranked 6th)! 

There are train tracks through the industrial section of Cleveland, a te\v miles ^outh of this 
hea\ il\ populated area that are being used nou and which can handle increased traffic 
v\ ithout endangering lises. There is no justification to ruin neighborhoods and to cause 
loss of life, just so a rail road can sa\ e a few dollars by cutting a mile or two ott thesr 
route. 

We expect our gov ernment to protect us from such thurgery on the part of large 
corporations. Please don't let us down. 

Sincerely. 

Cher\ I Bolas 

/ . ^y 
I 



Tina Holt-Brown RN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
—DOCUMENT— 

37f>4 Sharon Run 
Powcter Springs GA 30127 

Surface Transportation Board 
12th Street & Constitution Avenue 
Washington D C 20423 

October 14 1997 

Dear Sirs 

I am confacting you today in response to the impending devastation that Norfolk an^^uufliern 

Railway company proposes to wreak on our community I have lived m this vicmity for all of my adult life and 

am deeply committed to this area The growth I have witnessed in the past 10 years has been incredible and 

not all of it has been to my liking This is why I am compelled to let you know the impact that this abhorrent 

railyard will have on our neighborhoods 

The effect on the environment will be incalculable The defolio. .̂  and mass destruction of 

approximately 450-830 acres including 137 acres ofwellands in Powder Springs and Sweetwater Creek s 

corridors will mean the slaughter of untold numbers of innocent animals This area is home to abundant 

species of birds insects aquatic creatures and both large and small mammals 1 have personally seen 

deer raccoon beaver not to mention squirrel and rabbit in the area I realize that all these animals are 

considered common and proliferate freely but does that make them any less alive or esteemed'' Even if 

some of the animals and plants manage to survive annihilation what kind of life would they have'' Breathing 

diesel fumes being covered with black oiiy residue No one should have the right to exterminate so many 

plants and animals 

On the subject of diesel emissions there is no firm estimate on exactly how many diesel trucks will 

be entenng and leaving the yard Approximations are 3 000-5 000 single and piggy-back trailers per day' It 

IS certain that black oily soot from truck and tram emissions will be settling on the roadways and the 

surrounding wetlands streams and foliage (if there is any left) The water table will bt? contaminated with 

deadly potentially carcinogenic agents' There is no way the water table could not be contaminated as the 

run-off for this property goes directly mto Sweetwater Creek Sweetwater Creek has enough problems to 

contend with without this additional insult It is a known fact that ground water migrates extensively Norfolk 

and Southern s railyard could potentially poison unforeseen regions not just our precious towns Powder 

Springs has seven springs Lithia Springs produces Lithia water Austell generates Benscot Mineral water 

All of these pure water areas will be lost fo-^ever The wetlands along the lower Powder Springs and 

Sweetwater Creek corridors flow southward into the Chattahoochee River basin These basms will certainly 

be sensitive to change and should be protected The implications are enormous 



Now to discuss the flooding issue The U S Corps of Engineers should be aware of the flooding 

problems this district experiences at least twice a year Part of the city Austell virtually goes undenwater for 

several days until Sweetwater Creek subsides Imagine what clearing all that land and paving it over will do 

to the run-off problem we already have As 1 stated betore this property drains mto Sweetwater Creek 

Instead of an area where earth and plants help to absorb rainwater there will be a desolate wasteland of 

pavement that will simply hasten and undoubtedly worsen the flooding 

Excessive noise is another issue Norfolk and Southern Railway has stated that they will erect a 150 

foot buffer to profect the surrounding community from noise Pardon me but eve. i those of us who have less 

acute heanng can hear a huge diesel truck at 150 feet' fVlulfiply this by 3 000-5 000 trucks per day and the 

noise will be unendurable Anyone who has ever stopped at a truck stop knows how just a few trucks can 

virtually deafen one No one can imagine the degree of cacophony our commu, ,ity will experience should 

Norfolk and Southern Railway prevail in their malevolent mission 

The safety of the communify is another point Trucks sometimes carry hazardous materials It it d 

fact No one in this community wants to have toxic waste or other hazardous substances sitting virtually in 

their backyards waiting to be picked up by the next tram Trucks not infrequently have accidents I fear for 

our and our children s safety from vehicular accidents due to increased numbers of trucks on the road 1 

dread the possibility of hazardous matenai spillage during an accident Multiply the number of trucks and 

you automatically multiply the number of accidents Figure m the fact fhat trucks leaving the proposed facility 

going towards 1-20 will have to chmb a steep upgrade immediately upon entering Hwy 278 It is known that 

large trucks eve. /nen empty cannot simply dash up a long hill This will create a monumental backlog of 

vehicles traveling the same direction Smce Hwy 278 is the mam artery out of Powder Springs Dallas Hiram 

and surrounding towns there are undoubtedly gomg to be more accidents due to auto driver frustration and 

impatience I recently had an experience where there were only four tractor-trailer trucks traveling along with 

me on Hwy 278 beKveen Westside Road an^ 1-20 Westside Road is the road running through fhe proposed 

site These four trucks had traffic congested for miles They persisted m staggering themselves m both 

lanes so no one could get around them Whether they were being malicious or simpiy ignorant of the 

distress they were causing other motorists is irrelevant However it illustrates my point More tractor-trailer 

traffk on Hwy 278 is not a good idea Additionally Norfolk and Southern Railway has stated that Westside 

Road will not be available for the community s jse once the railyard is built The company has determmed 

that the county will have to relocate the road at the taxpayer s expense How can one company dictate what 

an entire government does with its roadways'' I am wary of any company with that kmd of power Westside 

Road IS the mam thoroughfare for many of us m Powder Springs to get to Hvi/y 278 For me it is the only 

direct rojte 1 work at Parkway Medical Center and when I am on call for emergencies 1 have 20 minutes or 

less to get there How do I explain to the grieving parents of a sick or premature newborn that their child may 

be permanently compromised because Nortolk and Southern closed Westside Road a tram blocked the road 

for over 10 minutes and fhat there were too many trucks on Hwy 278 for me to get tnere in time'' 



I consulted two real estate agents about the effect the railyard might have on the future selling of our 

home The replies were not favorable One said we would nof be able to give away our house once the 

P'<:,sence of the railyard was disclosed The other stated that our property value would most Iikely plummet 

We h?ve no future plans fo move as we love Powder Springs buf should we make fhe decision fo relocate, 

we would like to be able to sell our home at a fair price Nor'olk and Soufherii Railway could destroy more 

than the environment The company could potentially impoverish our very lives 

I realize that some of the issues I have propounded are nof the concern or jurisdiction of the U S 

Corps of Engineers but 1 wanted fo make you aware of some of fhe ofher far-reaching implications involving 

Nortolk and Southern Railway Company s petition 

The ultimate responsibility for protection cf sensitive weflands has been entrusted to fhe care of the 

U S Army Corps of Engmeers Reliance upon that trust is the basis for my comments The Army is sworn to 

protect our country from all enemies both foreign and domestic If allowed to proceed the intermodal freight 

facility will destroy fhe land as surely as if an invading force had conquered us 1 strongly urge you 

moreover implore you to assisf our communify in our fight against Norfolk and Southern Railway Company 

and this maleficent projecf 

Sincerely, 

Tina Holt-Brown RN 

cc Mr Aaron Valenta Commander U S Corp of Engineers 

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich 

Senator Max Cleland 

Senator Paul D Ccverdell 



The ourface Transijortation board DOCUMENT y c y 
Washington, b . ^ . 20423 

\ ' , '^•I'll... •/ 

Dear Ws./-i'": . ̂̂ -3 "ly/ /V??* 

I am vvritine i n reference to the ̂ rojjosed reintroduCti'(^lDjP?iighly 

conii-etitive r a i l f r e i g h t service i n New York State—and, indeed a-

cross much of the United s t a t e s — f r o m the j-ro..osed dismemberment of 

Conraii by ̂ ^̂X Transportation and the Norf oiie southern rtaiiway. 

A concern of mine ib the future of wonraii's ".southern Tier exten­

sion," the ex-nrie A.ackawanna Railway main i i n e connecting h o r n e l l , 

New YorK and Akron, t h i o v i a Meadville, rennsyivania. 

rrom my pers^jective, the "i:,xtension" provides an i n t e r e s t i n g oppor­

t u n i t y f o r r e s t o r a t i o n of excellent mainline . rvice through oamcs-

town, iv.rA York to l i v e major end j^oints. . . riostor., ivev> York, ^hicago, 

ot . ijOuis and .̂ ansaL; ^ i t y l 

Th 'tcoy' to thi.s wouid be f o r Norfolk Southern to have "overhead 

trac/cage r i g h t s " o;-; ,.\ Ttans,..ortation between AKron and r o s t o r i a , 

Chio. Thic. wouLd enabie Norfolk .southern to restore the entire "ax-

tension" a. a .remier rout.-. 

; rovide a d d i t i o n a l imtjortant considerations ... that of 

. f r e i g h t congestion i n the areas of v^leveland and 

.:„:: , ..".rovir.g t r a i i i c flow, secondly, r e r o u t i n g t r a f f i c away 

I r jm n u l l a i o woula : r • • up capacity f o r ^.anadian National and Ra i l 

at the uul l a i o gat-.-^'iy l o r service via the :jouthern Tier .^.ine. 

In sum.mary, . r t tr. -..v.'. . j r i ^ o r a t i o n / . ^ o r f . . s o u t h e r n wor^ora-

t i o r .-.t a j q u i o i t i o n ol w c t i r a i l , inc., as i t w i n l i x e l y increase 

emi^loyment o^^^crtunities, im^^rov^' r a i l service q u a i i t y through com̂ -e-

t i t i o n , and improve the industry's salcty. 

.^iflC' I'-

,a •,•; J . yr,r.^' >f.>j-ib"rg 

dig Indian, iNew YorK 12^10-0001 
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SECRETARY SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
1925 K STREET, NW 
WASHINGTON, D C 20423 

RE INCREASE TRAIN TRAFFIC 
FD# 33388 

-/ Oc; , ^ / ) y 

V> srT^^'pr y/ 
"V, v/\y^ 

MY FAMILY AND I ARE HIGHLY OPPOSED TO THE PLANS TO INCREASE THE 
NUMBER OF TRAINS THRU OUR COMMUNITY, NAMELY ROCKY RIVER, OHIO 

IF WE HAVE TO BE SUBMITTED TO THESE PLANS, WHICH WILL AFFECT THE 
HEALTH AND SAFETY OF OUR COMMUNITY WE WILL VOTE AGAINST ANY 
POLITICIAN WHO SUPPORTS THIS ACTION 

BEFORE YOU MAKE ANY DECISION, PLEASE COME TO OUR COMMUNITY 
AND CONDUCT A LOCAL PUBLIC HEARING AND LISTEN TO OUR C O M C F R N S 

SINCERELY : E R L 

yy K A R E N RENNER 
20847 STRATFORD AVE 
ROCKY RIVER OHIO 44116 
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October 15. 1997 
ENViRONMENTAL 

DOCUMENT 
Docket Number FD 33388 
Surface Tranaportation Board 
Section on Environmental Analyele 
192b K Street 
N.W. Waehington. D.C. 20423 

Dear Board Member: 

I'm w r i t i n g to express roy objection to the proposed increase 
in r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c thru Cleveland's weet shore communities. 

My objections are based upon the predictable and 
s i g n i f i c a n t increase i n : 

emergency response time. 
noise p o l l u t i o n , 
hazardous waste transportation. 
p o t e n t i a l for increased accidente between t r a i n e , 
cars and citiZ'ms. 

Norfolk's proposal of increaeing t r a i n t r a f f i c 280% i s , no 
doubt, one of the biggest community-wide iesues the west 
shore Cleveland communities have ever had to face. The fact 
that these communities have joined to r e s i s t Norfolk speaks 
tothe magnitude and p o t e n t i a l impact of t h i e issue. 

I t seems the lines are drawn along the tracks between 
maintaining a q u a l i t y community l i f e and big business. I 
hope the f i n a l decision rests with maintaining a "quality 
community l i f e " f o r our west shore c i t i a e n s . 

Sincerely. 

y^ 
Craig H. Ghopneok 

592 Debbiiigton Drive 
Bay V i l l a g e , Ohio 44140 
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ocobe, 14 i.)')7 ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

S :creiar>. Surface i ransportation Hoard 
1925 K Street . NW 
Vv ashniiitoii. I) ( 20423 

Dear Sir: 

\ \ e \ c ine i i at 2()(>79 Stratford A\eniie. Rockv Ki\cr. Oliio since h>77. Our Iiouse 
backs up to ilie nonh side of the Norfolk and Soutiiem railnnid tracks thai run 
through ( leveland. i akewood. Rocks Ki\er. Ha\ X'lllaiie and A \on I ake 
conimunities. Karni and I are wni ine this ietiei to express iMir deep concerns about 
the proposed increase ot rail trattic iiii\)Uiih our town Our major concerns relate to 
the POi IC f . i IRi -AND \ l i D K . \ i Ri Si^ONSi; I l \ i i S lhat uould be .seru)usly 
affected by this increase in traffic Delays of these sen ices to the north side of the 
tracks could resuit in the difference between life and death to us or our nemhbors 

included m our ma|or concems is the lanje number of tankcars earn iny, iui/zanious 
shipments of Si l i l RIT \ l ID. C i ORINI N,\ 1 i R,\l ( i .XSandNi ( I I A R 
\\ AS i i: and manv other dangerous chemicals that yo throuyii our tow n on a dailv 
basis Norfolk and Southem wants to tripie traffic tlirouyh our town and i i i . \ I iS 
\ i I i \ ( V i i' i Ai^i i I O I S 

RunnniL' parallel to the railroad tracks is interstate vi) whicii is posted tor not 
allow my aii\ truck caiyi)s ot lia//ardous shipmenls lo travel on ihai hiyiiwav. How 
can the yt)\ emment say train traitlc is ok but not truck traff ic ' 

I fa derailment occuned Iiow would we be abie to evacuate the dense population 
who live nonli of t i ie tracks ' I ake i.ne bonieis those people to the nonii Runiuny 
parailei lo tiie tracks are iiu!h eneryy power lines that bniiy electncal power lo the 
sum)uiuiiiiy suburbs tn)iii tlie Avon i ake Power Statu)n, I fa tram derailed it 
would take out tiiese poles whicli are 4()( teel apan. You would iiave active p^nver 
imes landmy on nearbv houses. 

i he mcreased traffic would result in more accidents with children who have to 
cn)ss the tracks to yet to schooi. more car accidents, more iratfic deiavs. more 
noise poiiution <winch is just abou' intolerable now ). and more exposure to the dust 
that trains creaie as thev pass throuiih our tow n ()ur property values wouid bc 
neyativeiv attected witii increased train traffic. 



Page 

Kann and 1 would like the Surface I ransponalion lioard u> come to our community 
to see the problems we aii lace vvitii the pro.spect of increased iram traffic and hold 
local public interest heanngs so liiat we can express our concems to you. 

People of this country are becoming less enciuuited vvith our government because 
they feel govemment is not sensitive to their needs 1 his is an opponunitv tv>r you 
to siiow us. thousands ot people wiio live 111 qualitv communities along I ake hne. 
tiuii the govemment does care. 

Sincerely. 

I homas M Harper 

Kann 1 . llaiper 
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Karin and i would like ihe Surface Transpor M Board to come to our commumty 
to see tiie problems we all face with the prospect of increased tram traffic and liold 
locai public interest heanngs so that w e can express our concems to you. 

People ofthis country are becoming less enchanted with our govemment because 
they feel gov eminent is not sensitiv e to their needs. I his is an opportunity for you 
to show us. timusands of people who live in quality communities along I ake l>ie. 
thai tlie uovemmeni does care. 

Sincerely. 

Thomas M liaqier 

Kann i iiarper 



1328 Granger Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

September 21, 1997 ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

To: The Federal Railroad Administration 

To Wliom it May Concern: 

I live two houses south of the Norfolk Southern railroad tracks that run through Lakewood. 
I am extremely opposed to the threefold increase m train traffic proposed by Norfolk Southern. 

The increase would in essence mean that a large number of citizens in Lakewood. Bay Village and 
Rocky River would have to suffer with constant noise, ground rumbling, blocked streets and 
most importantly the increased danger to those living in these neighborhoods (especially youngsters). 
In addition. Norfolk Southern's action would drive down property values - which they should be 
barred from doing. 

If one of my neighbors started creating such a nuisance in the neighborhood, it coula be stopped 
because it would be considered a violation of the rights of other residents in the area. It should be 
the same with Norfolk Southern THEY SHOULD BE DENIED THE ABILITY TO SO 
DRAMATICALLY AND NEGATIVELY ALTER THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR SUCH A LARGE 
NUMBER OF RESIDENTS, IN FACT THEY SHOULD BE FORCED TO REDUCE THE CURRENT 
NUMBER OF TRAINS THAT PASS THROUGH THESE HEAVILY POPULATED AREAS AND 
TRANSFER THEIR TRAINS TO OTHER TRACKS, 

Norfolk Southern offers absolutely nothing to our community, they deserve no consideration. 
Stop them now. 

yf.:><yyL^il^r-./} 
William A. Bartok 
Lakewood. Ohio 
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Board of Surface Transponation 
\ l in SEA Finance Docket 33388 
1<̂ :5 K street NW 
Washington, DC 

ENVinONlWENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Gentlemen, 
1 am a resident of Lakew ood, Ohio Mv local govemment informs me that the raiiroad whicfr 

passes .20 feet from my house. Norfolk and Southem, is planning on increasing tram traftic through my 
neighborhood from 14 trains a day to 38 a day There are some problems with this 

1) NOISE The railroad has not provided crossing gates, hence is sounding an earsplitting hom 
almost constantly when proceeding ihrough the neighborhood, crossing slreets The tram homs have been 
sounded at all hours ofthe night the 3- years 1 have been here I spent over $2000 to improve my windows 
and insulate my walls against the sound Not all the other residems (renters, etc ) car do so in a recem real 
estate assessment, the identical house across the street from mine was valued at $5000 less due to the noise 

2) INFRASTRL CTl'RE Lakewood obviously was not designed to have freight trains constantly 
interrupting tratTic There are no underpasses or overpasses in l.akewood The closest underpass is in 
Cleveland (West Blvd I a mile from the closest point in Lakewood. almosi 4 miles from the fanhest 

3) S.AFETY The closest fire station to my house is on the other side ofthe tracks What ifthey 
are needed in my neighborhood and cannot get through d 'e to a long train moving (or ST.ALLED) on the 
tracks'" Obviously this is a possibility right now, but tripling the probabilitv is not good Similarly, large 
numbers of senior citizens live north ofthe tracks, but the hospitals and funeral homes (which emplov 
paramedic ambulances) are all south ofthe tracks 

Lakewood. bv the way. is not a slum, nor is it a spottily populated enclave in the midst of 
Cleveland area industr, It is a city that predates Cleveland, fuliy developed and in just about every respect a 
great place to Uve 1 chose it from scores of neighborhoods w hen I transterred here 3 years ago 

Lakewood a decade ago was ranked the Nl MBER ONE safest commumty in the country in an 
expert poll These concems should be heard at public heanngs 

Sincerelv. 

•y 

\>il 

/ 
Cy 

I / - I n Carlos Castells-Hoga 
Systems .Accountant 
Defense Finance and .Accounting Service 
Cleveland Center. Cleveland OH 



Eî ^vinuNiVIENTAL 
OOCUIUIENT / y 

f e d e r a l Surfaca Tra.Tsportation 3oard 
Section of E.T/ironae.Ttal .A.Ta -7sis 
1925 K Street N.'.V. 
Vashi.igton, D.C. 20423 

Dear S i r : Re .Vo. FD 333S3 

.nis l e t t e r i s rn-t p r o t e s t to the proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the wests.^cre co.'a.'auni t i e s f r c a 13 
to BDoro.xintately 3S t r a i n s a cay. 

b e l i e ' t n a t t n e .As a westshore r e s i d e n t , 1 sinc9r = _v 
s a f e t v , health and econotiic i.-npatt that t h i s proposa! 
would'have on v i r t u a l l v a l l of us i n such a densely 
oooulated area could be devastating. 

vh'le r a i l r :a::s P-ay a v i t a , ro.e m our 
J e .T1 s t when the s a f e t y and 

cf i n d i v i d u a l s and farni 

- n c - 0 s 1 n , 
country, connon sense 
welfare of l i t e r a l l y t h c u s a n 
are at stake. 

l i e s 

I thank 7ou f o r reading n-r l e t t e r and I hope t h a t an 
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n w i i l be f o r t h c o a i n g m tne f u t u r e . 

r.ncereiy, 

y y 1 y 
y y y y ^ c y y r i i ^ 



DOCUMENT 
U S Surface fransportation Board 
A f f N SH*\-I mancc Docket .̂ .>.>88 
1925 K Street NW 
U ashington, D C 20423 

Dear Sirs 

y/^^SLLy: 

I am wnting to you to express my feelings against NS increasing rail trafTic through l.akewood, 
Ohto fhe increase discussed of at least three titties more is troublesome to me In the small area 
of l.akewood. we have approximately 50.000 residents, not to mention busines.ses The railroad 
tracks divide about I 3 ofthe city My concerns in this regard have to do vvith children who must 
cross the tracks at least 2 times a day between their home and school, the hinderance to fire and 
safety personnel getting to an emergency situation, the increase in pollution, secondaty to 
mitogen oxide emission, by 8uo tons per year, and the significant increase of nuclear waste 
transportation through our communitv - which is already excessive I have two very young 
children and I feel that as a parent I must adv ocate for their best interest. 

Other issues of concem to me are in the case ofa hazardous spill (which is very common in the 
nevvs). it would be extremely ditTicult ifnot impossible to evacuate this condensely populated 
community, a decrease of propertv value, a flight of families from Lakewood which would mean a 
general decline for our communitv As vou are most likelv aware, the citi/ens of l.akewood (and 
the Westshore area) have been and will be verv closelv monitoring the S I B hearings 

Thank vou for vour time and attention to this letter of tzrave concem 

Sincerelv, 

y c-
Moira J Dugan -J 
2I2X Northland .Ave 
Lakewood. OH 44107 

. J 

cc Madeline A C am, Mavor 



ENVIRONfyJENTAL 
DO-UMENT 1188 Wager Road 

Rocky River, OH 441!6-~^ 

y: 

I 
October 17, 1997 IIW.V,. .„ 

SIB " / ^ 

^ilT^ 
S e c r e t a r y , Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

RE: FD# 33388 

Lear S e c r e t a r y : 

Right of way f o r r a i l t r a f f i c and e v e n t u a l u t i l i t i e s was granted a long 
time ago f o r a c o r r i d o r r o u t e d west froir, Cleveland near the Lake E r i e 
shore. o r i g i n a l l y , t h e s t r e t c h of r a i l ran through a r u r a l s e t t i n g of 
f o r e s t s and farr.i l a n d . That has changed. Today, the r a i l s share 
neighborhoods w i t h my f a m i l y and o t h e r s i n small c i t i e s of Lakewood, 
Rocky R i v e r , Bay V i l l a g e and Westlake. No longer are the t r a i n s moving 
through the c o u n t r y s i d e s a f e l y . Now t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r an i n c r e d i b l e 
a c c i d e n t i s p r e s e n t . 

S e c r e t a r y , I am r e q u e s t i n g t h e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board v i s i t our 

communities t o a l l o w f i r s t hand e v a l u a t i o n of c o n d i t i o n s . I am 

c o n f i d e n t t h a t a f t e r l e a r n i n g f i r s t hand of the hazards, you w i l l 

recommend changing r o u t e s t o a v o i d increased t r a f f i c i n our 

commun i t i e s . 

My l i t t l e boy has t o cross these t r a c k s each day t o go t o school. I am 

sure as a p a r e n t , you share my concern. 

I look forward t o seeing you and your board t a k i n g an a c t i v e approach 

i n e v a l u a t i n g these concerns. 

Yours t r u l y . 

C r a i g J. McDowell 



ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT Mr. & Mrs. Richard N. Rosfelder. Jr. 

21398 Stratford .Avenue 
Rockv River. Ohio 44116 

Secretarv', Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington D C 20423 

FD # 33388 

^r/<'V^f. y 
October 17, l<m 

•yy€>^ 

Dear Sir 

Norfolk Southein Railroad's plan to increase train traffic in our community is not a good 
idea We live in a residential area that aiready sees 12 - 15 trains per day An increase to 
35 or 40 v\ould 

1 increase risk of collisions 
2 Increase the likelihood of derailment 
3 Cause delays offire, medical and police forces reaching people 

north ofthe tracks 
4 Increase coal dust exposure and noise pollution 
5 Increase traftic deiavs 
6 Decrease propert\ \ alues 

Our community is bordered on the north by Lake Erie When trains go by, we are 
isolated from safety, rescue and medical services The Surface Transportation Board 
should be concerned about the well being ofthe public, not about the profits ofthe 
railroad industrv Pleas" consider these serious concerns when making decisions about 
allowinu =»n increase of train traftlc in our area' 

Cordially, 

Mr & .Mrs Richard N Rosfelder, Jr 



Laurie M White 

E N V I fi G i ^S'vl E f v T A L '^^'^"^ Beaconstleld Blvd 

DOCUMENT "̂ "̂ '"̂  (440)356-9049 

<yyy-. 
October 16, 1997 

Secretarv , Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N W 
Washington D C 20423 

FD** 33388 

Dear Secretary, 

I am wri t ing to \ ou to express m\ sincere objections to Norfolk Southern Railroad's plans to increase t i i im 
iratTic Ihrough our communitv Rocky Ri \er is a .small, den.selv populated area that borders Lake t-rie M\ 
family lives north o f t he railroad tiacks. between the tracks and the lake Increased train traffic w i l l ha\c a 
serious and adverse impact on my famiK 

1 have three school aged children (kindergarten, grade 3 and grade 6) and am verv concerned for their safetv 
Ihrcc o f t i i e four Rockv River Citv Schools are ^outh o l the tracks, v/hich means mv children have to cross the 
tracks to attend school Our church, the Rockv River Public Librarv and many o f o u r parks are all south o f the 
tiacks .An increase in train t iaf f ic vvill increase tho l ikcl ihoiid o f a train coll ision wi th a pedestrian or a vehicle 

Ml emergencv agencies (police, fire, and hospital) are south o f the tracks Increased tram traffic w i l l result in 
delays and potential l ife-threatening response times 

I am also verv concerned about the increased likelihood o f a derailment o f a tram carrying ha/ardous maierials 
.'\n evacuation in such an event would be extremely dift lcult wi th the lake being to our nonh 

lhe proposed tr ip l ing o f train traff ic vvill also result in a tr ipl ing of coal dust exposure ind noise pollution VK 
family s sleep wi l l be greatly disturbed by an increase m traffic 

I urge vou to coiiie to our cotimumitv and inspect the proximitv o f the houses to the tracks, examine the lack o f 
evacuation routes vvith our Lake L J I C border, and studv the routes that all Rockv River .students must take Io get 
to and from scht)ol As a parent, a P I A member and a concerned citizen. 1 vvould like to '•ironglv suggest that a 
local public Iiearing be held befoie any determination is made 1 he Surface fransportation Board has an 
lUiligatiiMi to the public, not the raihxiad industrv 

Smecrelv 

1 aui IL' \ 1 \ \ h i te 
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INSURANCE 

ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

-t- TJ 

•3 ocry '/b\\ 
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1340 Depot Street • Cleveland, Ohio 44116-1799 • (216) 333-9000 • Fax (216) 356-2126 

DAWSON COMPANIES 



October Il.l W7 

Jonathan I l l i l l 
212^)2 Stratford Avenue 
RiKkv Rjver. Oliio 44 I 16 

ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Secretary, Surface Iransportation Doard 
0)25 K Streei. NW 
V\ ashington. IX ' 20423 

y y y , 

Rl : ID--- vv^88 

Dear Secretarv. 

I am wri lmi; to vou eoneerning a malter ol lhe greatest importance lo mv lamilv; the pri)posed deslruclion 
ot our neighborh(H>d bv Nortblk Southern. .\s ytm undoubtedlv know. Nortblk Soulhem has proposed to 
triple train iratVic through the v\estern suburbs ul C leveiand. 

.As a resident ot One attected communitv. Rockv River. I am requesting vour assistance in stopping Nortolk 
Souihern. I ike all the residents of Rockv River I am verv concerned atxtut the almost unbearable m)ise 
level, the increased risk of accidents, and Ihe inability of emergencv vehicles to operate in a timely manner. 

I am also concerned about vour agencv\ unal lack iil communication on this subiect. Nt)rlolk Southern's 
propi)sal has sent our communities into panic Home prices have plunged, elderlv residents have become 
disirauglit, and great uncertaintv reigns As taxpayers, vve are entitled to pri)mpt. clear communication 
from your agency on Nortblk Southem's request. 

I am certain lhat Noriolk Si>utherTrs argument is based on the promotion and proieclion ol commerce. I 
would remind vou that unimpeded aulomobile tnifiic Hovv wilhin our communities is required tor < )l R 
coinmerce I his iraftic Ilow wil l be scverelv constrained it Nortolk Southern's plan is implemented. Are 
llieir commercial inieresis mure importanl than ours ' I ihink nol and trust you feel the same wav 

l inallv. I urge vou to visit uur cummuniiies and witness first hand the iricrediblv negative effect Norloik 
Southern has on Rockv River at current levels. (,)uiic simplv. thev are bad neighbors and we need vour 
help lo save our coiiiiiuinilv 

I hank vou. 

<. urdiallv. 

.lonathan I I l i l l 
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ENi/irtOr4iylENTAL 
n n P I I M P M T Maureen and David Bonifas 
UUUU!VIC:I>II 20815 Beaconsfield BoulevaW 

Rocky River, Ohio 44116 ^ ^ /^^^ ̂  
I'A . 

October 14, 1997 yyri/ 
We live one block from the former Conrail and now Norfolk &. Southern Railway in ' - • ^ 
Rocky River, Ohio The line bisects our city and that of several other cities here in 
Northeast Ohio It has been a well-known fact for a number of years that these railroad 
tracks are extremely dangerous to residents and commuters who must cross them every 
day The number of tragedies and near tragedies are well known While we have lived 
close to these railroad tracks for a number of years, it has become increasingly clear that 
the tracks arc not necessary and that railvvay traftlc can be diverted to alternate routes only 
a few miles south of here (tracks that do nol run so close to residential communities as 
does the Norfolk & Southern line) 

Now that N & S has very quietly decided io increase the number oftrains that will run 
along this northern Ohio railway, the danger has increased dramatically .As you have 
probably heard from thousands of other residents in our area, the N & S railway through 
the northern part of Ohio poses many hazards beyond just the amount of tt atTic that flow s 
alonu the line For one, there are environmental concerns to the area vvith so many 
hazardous chemicals being transported along this route Because ofthe railroad's 
proximity to Lake Erie, there are few routes for quick evacuation should there be a 
hazardous chemical accident along the railroad. 

It seems clear that this railroad has long been a dangerous transportation route through so 
many highly populous communities Please take the time to come to this area (especially 
the communities of Western Clev eland. Lakew ood. Rocky Riv er. Bay Village and 
Avon/'.Avon Lake), to see just what we and our neighbors are talking about Please 
consider holding a public hearing to find out exactly what the constituents that your 
organization represents have to say and what the impact has on them and their community 

As a family we have a particular concern about eliminating the railroad altogether Our 
children, who are only a few years from starting school, will have to walk across those 
tracks to get to their school We have seen a number of young children playing dangerous 
games on the tracks, and we know of first-hand, a young child who was killed bv a tram 
while playing ' chicken ' with his fnends VVith other options available, isn't it time that 
these communities get back the land that is currently owned by the railroads and put it to 
safer, more promising uses'̂  

Please consider our request to come to our communities to review the situation and thank 
you for taking the time to read this letter 

Best regards, ^ 

• y 
, . 1 J j J . y - ' y 

cy.. rr-
./r 



ENvifiONfv^ENTAL 
October 16. 1997 D O C U M E N T 

Secrelarv . Surface Transportation Board ! y j n ' * ^ A '- ' \ 
fD« 33388 ^ ^ J t n 

Washinuton. DC 20423 ^ ^ 
1925 K Street, NV\ 1-4 f^,/ ^^9/ ^ /-i 

Dear Sir. 

1 am a resident of Rocky River, ()hio 1 am writing to express my extrcnie level of concern regarding the 
Norfolk and Southern Railroad's present and future operating plans. 

My concern relates to the safety and frequency of freight traftlc through densely populated suburbs. Rockv 
River. Lakewood and the neighboring towns with residents north ofthe train tracks have few or no options 
tor emergency response by tire, police or medical personnel vvhen the freights roll through tcnvn. I his is not 
an issue of convenience or attractiveness, but rather life and deatli. 

i l is a well documented fact that proper response time in an emeriicncy ^ luation has resulted in reduced 
injury and fatality rates for heart attack, stroke victims and the like. Similarly, property damage and 
casualties are also dramatically reduced when tire departments have the ability to get to the scene o fa fire or 
accident quicklv before trouble can spread, fhe unique geography of being bounded on the north hy Lake 
Lrie while all principal emergency personnel and resources are south ofthe tracks makes present levels of 
traffic dangerous An increase in traffic wtuild be unconscionable. 

Lnder presen' circumstances, the tteight traffic has an erratic but frequent pattern Norfolk and Southern's 
plan to mere lse trattic stands against the interest of satety as addressed above I here is great inciMisistencv 
in the speed and volume oftheir trains I hey vary last and slow, and of modest to great duration. I find it 
difficult to understand how one train can move along at 20 - 2.̂  M l ' l l while another just a short uhile later 
blasts througii at considerably higher speeds Is this a matter of conditions or kuid. or are stime engineers 
will ing to tlirt with iiiisate speeds ' 

.As the enclosed copy of a \\ all Street Journal article f o m October 1 5. I W indicates, there are meaningtui 
safety issues a! risk in today s overburdened transportation industry. I or the sake ol all the parties invcilvcd, 
I respectfully request the S I [\ to conduct an on site review of conditions in northern Ohio and follow up 
with local public interest hearings ILwv tragic it would be i f over-eager operators at Norfolk and Souihern 
pressed the limits oftheir trains and crews only to result in a derailment, or worse, a derailment containing 
ha/ardous materials! A careful review of conduit .is and practices would improve safety. Lurther. it vvould 
put all operators on notice that standards nuisi bc met on a'l on going basis 

I am confident your findings will support iny v iew lhat existing levels ot traffic are riskv and a greater 
anuiunt ol traffic vvould be eompletelv inappropriate based on satety concerns Ihank vou tor vi>ur 
consideration. I look forward to your ttillovv up here in our local coniimimties. 

Sincerelv. 

Timothy McDonough 
21171 Stratford .Avenue 
Rockv River, Ohio 44 IK , 



iL'.S. to Criticize CSX Safety Procedures 
'After Inquiry of Fatal Rail Collision 
• - • By A.SNA WiLDF. M A T H E W S 
'Stal l Reporter ol THE VV ALL STREFT JOLBNAL 

A report by the Federal Railroad Ad-
. ministration is expected today to criticize 
; CSX Corp. for failures in safety procedures 
Involving Its train-signaling systems, tian-
dling of hazardous materials, and report-

•iitg of employee injuries 
- ; -The final language of the report was 

•Still being written yesterday, but people 
with knowledge of the matter said it will 
fault the railroad for fatigued train crews 
and for not properly tracking and labeling 
certain hazardous chemical shipments. A 
CSX spokesman said the company hadn't 
seen the final report but was already 
putting into place processes and proce-
dates to make a safe railroad even 
sii^r. " 
' 'The investigation, which followed a 
fatal collision involving two CSX trains last 

-Jude. comes at a bad time for the railroad 
nichijirv, which is under unprecedented 
scriiuii.v for safety and operating con­
cerns, l'nion Pacific Corp.. the nation s 
largest railroad, was faulted in a federal 
report last month for a "fundamental 
breakdown" in safety procedures follow­
ing three fatal collisions this year. Union 
Pacific also is involved in the biggest 
railroad snarl in history, with raiicars 
paralyzed around the Gulf region and 
western l.'.s. 

The CSX critique is not expected to be \ 
as harsh as the agency s criticism of Union j 
Pacific. Still. CSX s handling of hazardous I 
materials is a sensitive issue for the na­
tion s third largest railroad. Last month, a 

.New Orleans jury in state court slapped the 
company with a $2.5 billion judgment, 
after a 1987 chemical fire or a CSX track. 
The Richmond, Va., company is now ap­
pealing the verdict. 

The Federal flailroad Administration's 
investigation followed a collision hetween 
two CSX trains that killed one worker near 
St. Albans. W.Va. A total of 100 federal 
investigators rode CSX trains, watched 
dispatchers and examined track Though 
the probe didn t include every mile of 
CSX s IS.OOn miles of track it focused on 
areas where there had been safety prob­
lems. 

The investigation's findings will in­
clude concerns about emplcyee injuries 
that weren't properly reported to regula­
tors, according to a draft version of the 
report and to people with knowledge of the 
matter. Accident statistics for railroads 
are closely tracked by ine federal govern­
ment. But the report also will say the 
railroad is making improvements, includ 
ing in maintenance and training pro­
grams, as well as in crew dispatching 
procedures to cut back on fatigue prob­
lems. CSX said It has already changed its 
methods of de.iling with hazardous cargo 
to improve handling and labeling. 

CSX is seeking approval for the most 
expensive railroad deal in history, the SIO 
billion acquisition of C'onrail Inr. CSX 
wants to take over 4'J'"< of the Eastern rail 
giant, with the rest going to Nort'olk South­
ern Corp. t.'nions and some rail ''ustomers 
have already raised concerns about the 
merger, which would leave just two major 
railroads east of the Mississippi. 
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SIERRA CLUB 
Northeast Ohio Group 
Clovolaiui Ohio *• 

Surface Transportation Board, DOT 
OtTice of The Secretarv 
Case Control Lmit 
Finance Docket 3388 
1925 K St NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Attention Elaine K Kaiser 

C Q M M l ^ m B Y THE NQRTtiF.AS .-̂  OHIO GROl P OF I l l £ SJ£RRA_CUiB 

The Local Northeast Ohio Group ofthe Sierra Club acknowledges that there are boih positives 
and negatives for the Northeastern Ohio envinonment in liic proposed purchase ofConrail by 
CSX and N S The positives will win out if NS to the eMent possible, existing and future increases 
in freight traffic be routed on the existing Conrail waterlevel route through the Cleveland area 
rather on the existing NS line 

It is desirable that to the extent possibb all "Land Bridge" freight, steel business related freight, 
automobile parts, assembled vehicles and other heav> freight be shipped bv rail rather than by 
tntck We also acknowledge that the nexus ofthe purchase occures at the lift bridge ofthe 
Cuvahoga River and Lake Erie The above mentioned commodities are important to N'ortheast 
Ohio, and we vvould like to see them ofT ofour highways for a number of reasons Following the 
Conrail Purchase. CS.X and NS have stated their intent to more aggressively seek this business 
than has Conrail 

• More trucks lead to mote and enlarged freeways, which in turn leads to urban sprawl, which 
we oppose Recently a project to enlarge an East side suburban Interstate, 271, from 3 to 5 
lanes in each direction was completed The results have been more trticks and more cars from 
exurban destinations, but no less congestion, and, more air pollution .And, more uruan sprawl 

• We ackn':)w l'. dge that the NS railroad system in particular has one of the best safety recoi ds in 
the railroad industrv This is in comparison to the recent events on the UPSP, which does not 
serve Northeast Ohio Large trucks place smaller vehicles in harms way on the Interstates, and 
in addition accelerate the deterioration of highwav surfaces and bridges 

• W e also ack'iowledge that rail freight is far more fuel efVicieni on a ton-mile per gallon of 
Diesel fuel basis than tu cks This equates to less emissions, especially ( 02, wbicb is the 
primary driver for global warming-which has finally been recogni/ed as a realitv with all ofthe 
associaied nc '̂ativc imp'icatioiis 

•hin^ it.'ielf. wr ''•'. ' it hitchea \ l I l W M l !!• 



To summarize on the abcve points, we wish CSX and NS good fortune in winning freight from 
*ne Interstates following their purchase ofConrail The environmental downside to the purchase 
relates to the NS proposal to triple freight train tratTic on their existing line through the residential 
West side of Cleveland and several Western suburbs These areas represent high population 
density residential neighborhoods Most of this section of route is at grade, with numerous grade 
crossings In addition the track is located within 50 feet of single and multiple family residences 
The proposed major increase in trafTk will severely degrade the urban environment in the affected 
P.I cas Increased emissions, noise and ground shaking, plus the continuous stream of traffic will 
cut the afTected cities in half for much ofthe day, afTecting residents and public safety vehicles 
alike. 

The proposed increase in traffic on the existing NS line is difficult to understand in that the 
Conrail waterlev el mainline from the C uyahoga River through to Chicago will become a part of 
NS through the proposed purchase Whereas we are aware that NS expects to need more capacity 
through Cleveland than the existing line can provide, given that Cleveland's position on the 
southern-most point of Lake Erie represents a "pinch point" relative to North American 
land-based Ea.st-West traffic, we don't see why this can't be accommodated on the Conraii line 

Those of us old enough to remember know that in the days of the Centurys and Empire State 
Express the waterlevel route was 4-tracked We would expect that the right of way margins 
remain We respectfully suggest that enlargement an re enlargement of the w aterlevel route 
would be an environmentally better means to accommodate future capacity needs through 
Northern Ohio, other than the NS line freight through densely populated residential areas 

Our wish for the existing NS West side line is for Cleveland RTA rail service on a right of way 
shared with NS, with hea\x' duty NS freight running largely though the Conrail waterlevel route 
We do however recognize that there is on line NS Cleveland area delivery and pick-up service 
that should survive This level of service shou'd be able to co-exist with RTA. just as limited 
freight service co-exists with AMTR.AK, M.ARTA. etc on the East Coast 

Sincerelv, 

7^iZi4/ f j^;l(4iic)Uif^ 
Paul F Swenson 
For The NEO Sierra Club 
Executive Committee 

cc Robert Greenbaum. Committee Chairman 
Andrew Cox, Mayor White's Otfice 
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612 Revere Drive 
Bay V i l l a g e , OH 44140 
c;,jpt e,-p,'r-e V 24, 1997 

S'jrface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Eoard 
Section cf F 
1925 y 9^re. 
Was" y , : 

•nmental .'ina''. 
W . 
M23 
- •: - c g 

Dea c S I L ; 

We J 'his l e * . ' . • . ' . Vhe sinc e r e hope t h a t you 
w i l l heai v..ui deet concei r.s or. the N o r f o l k Southern's; (NS) 
proposal •.1 :rcre>n'.-'e t r a f f i c through QUI western sr.burbs t o 
more tha •': o?̂  what we have bfen experiencing. 

Boy 
the Nor 
med ' " 
s i d -
911 and 

get • , 
q u i z-'ri . ^ 
been he 

V i l l a g e »s located between Lake E r i e t o hhe and 
f o l k Southern t t a m t r a c k t c the south, h l l out major 
needs are lo c a t e d t o the south of us cn the other 
'he t r a c k s . Recently my w i f e had a s t r o k e . I c a l l e d 
had her i n the h o s p i t a l ( ou the OTFER STDE GF THE 

- ., n r.-''nut~-s. The doctors wete most '.ppr ec i * i ve 
h o s p i t a l so soon E j having t i - * , 

i . " . - . , •'fects of the s t r o k e weie mi nirai z e . H-ii w-r 
;d v,̂  y ;ain gr-.-;ng by at the p a r t i c u l a r time we 

'. a V e L - - ' . - v a l u a b l e 

reasons why we are very concerned about 
^ 1 r *- r ~ ̂' t I' ̂  i r *" r a f f i 

1 cr. V e;ii e i i i e la,••.v. 
for de.-'re-is i ng prop-
V i l l a g - • , • 
(North • 
unple?. 

at t h i s p r o i 

• . I n a d i i o:-. to 
, th'-.-

vaa^.j a c *_..'.•...'._ es , the concei;. 
> '..es, .th'^ noir-e leve'' . '^'ince Pay 

gth (Eas' ' '•'-•-','-• • . • • 
11 n t r a f f x ; i c • - , u t - v i • -J.. .'; 

r-; a •' e 

1 change 

to . K f >̂  f-' 
' . -.: '̂ C' i; 1 d n c ' • -

. i , ' . - JL::J-. t i a y you w i l l IOCK 

s not going t o occur. 

'i^<y,, ^ fyuy*,^ 
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fiNHNLOESER'PARKS 

, ,i,'/.m ri'li^phnni- 2l(>'t.: 
.BOO BP Americ.) Building ' •<i,.'41CHJ4 
200 Public Squaro 

loveland, OH 441 14 J Uil Clcct'l.ind » ColuniiHi^ 

IIP 

F. Ronald O'Kccfc 

DOCUMENT 

Direct Telephone 216/274-2396 
, • • . • • - • ' f A l Direct Facsimile frof 

E N V i ' H 0 5i'k C: iM r A L E-mail froke ̂ fe@hahrMaw com 

September 26, 1997 

V 

u s Surface Transportation Board " y ' . \ ' 
Attention SE.A-Finance Docket 33388 
1925 K Street N W 
Washington. OC 20423 

Re: Norfolk Southern-Increased Traffic Through Lakewood. Ohio 

To whom it nia> concern 

1 am a resident of Lakewood, Ohio, and I have learned of the proposed increase oftraffic by 
the Norfolk and Souti.ern Railway through Lakewood 

Lakewood is a fine residential community with much ofthe housing stock built in the 1920s. 
One ofthe difficulties witii Lakewood as a neighborhood is that the Norfoll. and Southern Railway rtms 
ritiht through the center ofthis residential environment Each year there are several accidents reported 
There are probably 40 or more streets that cross the railroad tracks, a numuer of these are not protected 
by crossing gatts but are simply equipped with flashing red light.; 

An increase in train trattiL would defmitely raise the ievel of nuisance and safety hazard in 
Lakewood Further, the mov ement of medical, emergency and police v ehicles across the tracks would 
be further restricted due to the increased track usage 

1 understand that the Norfolk and Southem has alternate routes available to it, due to the newly-
acquired Conrail routes south of the Cleveland metnipolitan area, and 1 would strongly urge that 
Norfolk and Southern be prohibited from increasmg traffic in Lakewood and using the more mral 
routes 

I believ e the public feeling against the expanded use of this trackage is very strong among the 
residents of l.akewood. Rocky River, Bay Village and other west-side communities The failure ofthe 
L' S Surf'ace Transportation Board to take into account the needs ofthe residents of these communities 
will likely spark a veiA ievere public outcrv against the increased traflic, which may eventually lead to 
legal action 



1 iX̂ -INlDESfR'PARKSiip 

September 26, 1997 
Page 2 

Thank you for your consideration of my views I sincerely hope the request for increased track 
usage by the Noifolk and Southem is denied 

Cordially yours. 

/ 

F Ronald O'Keefe 

dfe 

fro misc Itr I S Surface ')-26 Hr 
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t'ommonwV: '*]\ ot'l'ep.nsvlvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

Bureau tor Historic 'reserv atu^n 
Post Ottice Box 1026 

' • •- Harrisburt;, Pennsvlvania I710.S-102b 

DOCUMENT ENV iHl. 
D O C U M E N T " ' ' ' 

Office of the Secretary I . 
Case Control Unit ' •'. 
STB Finance Docket No, 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
Attn: Elaine K. Kaiser ^-^^li^'i^t^^ 

Re-. ER 97-0776-042-J 
STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS and Request f o r 
Comments on Proposed EIS Scope i n STB Finance Docket No. 
33388, CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc., 
Norfulk Southern Corporation and Norfclk Southern 
Railway Company-Control and Operating Leases/Agreements-
Cor.rail, Inc, and Consolidated Rail Co.-poration 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

The Bureau f o r H i s t o r i c Preservation (the State H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Office) has reviewed the above named project i n 
accordance with Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended i n 1980 and 1992, and the regulations (36 
CFR Part 800) of the Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation. 
These requirements include consideration of the project's poten­
t i a l e f f e c t upon both h i s t o r i c and archaeological resources. 

We are i n receipt of Supplemental Volume 6. In our opinion 
t h i s report doeŝ  not adequately address the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t of 
the p r o j e c t on h i s t o r i c and archaeological resources i n the 
Commcnwealth cf Pennsylvania. Vclumcc SA and GB address the 
noise and le v e l of service on the r a i l l i n e s involved i n the 
project. However, the reports do not discuss the National 
Register e l i g i b i l i t y of any of the resources involved. 
Previously our agency n o t i f i e d Dames and Moore, consultants 
involved i.:i the research for t h i s project, that the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Main Line (Conrail lines i n PA) and the Rutherford 
Railyard had been determined e l i g i b l e f o r the National Register 
of H i s t o i i c Places. This status was not taken into account i n 
the evaluation of the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t of t h i s project. No 
mention was made of any archaeological p o t e n t i a l for t h i s action. 
I f we are missing additiona] volumes which address these matters 
please forward them to our o f f i c e . I f these resources were not 
evaluated, then consultation under Section 106 of the National 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of 1966 i s not complete. 



Page 2 
E. Kaiser 
Sept, 23, 1997 

I f you need further information i n t h i s matter please 
consult Susan Zacher at (717) 783-8946, 

/ « 

Kurt W. Carr, Chief 
Division of Archaeology 

and Protection 

KWC/sm: 


