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Ms F.iaine Kaiser 
Chief. I:n\ironmental .Analysis 
Surtace i ransponation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Suite 500 

Washington. DC :042.>-U00l 

Dear Ms Kaiser 
Re l inance C ontrol Docket No .VvnSS 

.•\s discussions and negotiations ha\e progressed between the applicant railroads Norfolk 
Southern and CS.X. and the communities in Ohi(Vs loth Congressional District, the panics are in 
agi eement that there is a need for mitigation at Bagley Road, in Berea. Ohio, if the number of 
trains wili increase aiong the Berea-Greenvvich rail line segment Among tlie mitigation measures 
under consideration are grade separation options, either in the form of an underpass or an 
overpass It has come to m\ attention that such mitigation wouid ha\e ad\eise ein ironmental 
impacts on the residents of .Abbyshire Drive, in Berea 

.Attached is an addendum to mv comments on the Pratt [-.nv ironmental Impact Statenient 
requestinu that \ou instruct the Section on Hnv ironmental .Analysis to analv/e the etVect ol such 
mitigation or the residents of Abbvsnire Drive and to make recommendations on lunv tu mitigate 
suv.il ctlects Tiiank vou for voui attention to this important matter to the people of nu district 

Sincereiv. 

Dennis J Kucinich 
Member of C Unuress 

D.IK nu 



[PUBLIC] HectivtD 

BEFORE THE v,-. ^ 
SURFACE TRANSPORT.ATION BOARD MiN̂ Gî iN 

''1 
FINANCE DOCKET NO .>.v>88 

CS.X CORPOR ATION AND CSX TRANSPORT.ATION. INC , NORFOLK SOUTHERN 
CORPOR.ATION AND NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILW AY COMPANY 

- CONTROL AND OPERATING LEASES AGREEMENTS -
CONRAIL INC AND CONSOLID.ATED RAM CORPOR.ATION 

ADDENDUM TO 
C O.MMENTS ON THE DRAFT ENMRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

AS ISSUED B^ THE SURFA( E I RANSPORTATION BOARD S 
SE( TION ON ENVIRONMENTAL ANAU^ SIS 

FILED B\ CONGRESS.MAN DENNIS .1. kUCINICH 

Dated Apnl 24. 1998 



[PUBLIC] 

BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TRANSPORT.ATION BO.ARD 

FIN.ANCE DOCKET NO 3.V 8̂8 

CSX ( ORPORATION AND CSX TRANSPORT ATION. INC . NORFOLK SOU THERN 
CORPOR.AT10N AND NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILW'AY COMP.ANY 

- CONTROL AND OPER.ATING LEASES .AGREEMENTS -
CONRAIL INC AND CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION 

ADDENDUM TO 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT ENMRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

AS ISSUED BY THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD'S 
SECTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL ANAIA SIS 

FILED BV CONGRESSMAN nFNNIS .I. M ( INICH 

Congressman Dennis J Kucinich. represeming the 10th Congressional Distnct of Ohio, herebv 

submits this addendum to his comments in response to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS) as issued bv the Surface Transportation Board s Section on Environmental Ana' sis 

(SE.A) for the purpose of relaying new ly acquired information about .Abbyshire Dnv e in the City 

of Berea. Ohio 

.Abbyshire Dnve is a residential street that nms parallel to the Berea-Greenwich rail line 

segment near to the southwest of Bagley Road Abbyshire begins at Lindberg Bouleva.d 

approximateiy 100 feet south of Bagley Road and ends approximately 3/10 mile to the southwest 

at ( rescent Drive The backyards on the even side of .Abbyshire abut the Berea-Greenw ich rail 

line from the tirade crossing! at Bagley Road to the end of .Abbyshire 



The Draft Environmentai Impact Statement ,DEIS) did not address the environmentai 

eflects that the proposed Conraii m.erger will have on Abbyshire Drive As part ofthe 

negotiations that hav e been taken place between the applicant railroads, the Citv of Berea. and 

other communities in Ohio's iOth Congressional Distnct, a grade separation has been proposed 

for Bagiev Road This grade separation could have a tremendous adverse impact on the 

environmental health and safety of the residents of .Abbyshire Drive 

This office requests that the SEA investigate the etTects that the proposed rail merger vvill 

have on .Abbyshire Drive in the City of Berea The results of that investigation be reported in the 

SEA s Final Enviror\mentai Impact Statement The investigation should take into include 

• .An analysis ofthe increase in the number of trains that will run along the Berea-Greenvvich 
rail line segment if the proposed transaction is approved hy the STB. 

• .An anaivsis ofthe e.fect that an increase in train tratTic will have on the natural and human 
environment for residents living on Abbysnire Dnve. taking special note ofthe proximity 
ofthe homes and yards on the even side of the street lo the track, 

• An anaivsis ofthe eft'ect that constmction of a grade separation will have on tlie natural 
and human environment for residents of .Abbyshire Drive. 

• An anaivsis of'he effect that the completed grade separation will have on the natural and 
human environment for residents of .Abbyshire Dnve, and 

• Recommendations on how to mitigate any effects that a grade separation at Bagley Read 
wouid have on the residents of .Abbyshire Dnve 
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ENV. 3 

March 31, 1998 
DOCUiVlENT 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN:: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX Co-poration and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company-Control and 

Operating Leases/Agreements-Coiuail Inc. 

RECEIVED 
m 13 1S38 

MAIL 
MANtGfMENT 

St 3 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that my community 
faces because of the excessive levels of local railroad traffic. 

I have been a resident of East Chicago for 60 years. Unfortunately, my 
community is suffering from the significant levels of railroad traffic moving 
through the area. Our roads are clogged, our air quality suffers, and the safety of 
residents and children are being put in great jeopardy. On February 8, 1998, two 
young men were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad train 
at a crossing in Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest 
Indiana. Such increases should be opposed, vve are already suffering enough from 
the existing high levels of railroad traffic, and we cannot stand any further, 
increases. 

You must take action lO ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from 
further harm as a result of additional railroad operations. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerely, 



ENVmOi. _ ^ 
DOCUr^ENT A^""^ 

DearM8.Kai8T. 0 ' ^.^^^^^^ 

I am a resident of Wellington, Ohio and am writing you to express my concem^ ^ i j <;;̂  
about how my village will be adversely affected by the increased train traffic i f Ifae ^ .̂ /.̂  
CSX/Conrail merger goes through. ir^^^^^ 

According to a CSX representative, the crossings in Wellington are the busiest 
along the proposed new route on v^ch we are located Yet CSX plans to do nothing to 
alleviate ttie traffic problems we will incur when we have a 400% increase in train 
traffic. We need a grade separation, probably in the fimn of an underpass. Our safety 
and the safety of our children is at stake. We have a volunteer fire department, which 
would be greatly hampered in responding to emergencies with the increased train 
traffic. We have schools on both sides ofthe tracks and buses which already have 
trouble getting across the tracks to get the children to school and back home on time. 

Please, as the only agency with the authonty to require CSX t j build a grwle 
separation. I ask you on behalf of our town to help us. 

Sincerely, 

'7?/'.t -zUy- /<'^'^^^ 



of f ice o f t h e Secr<fta»7 

Case Control Unit 

STB Finance Pocket No 555G8 

Surface Tcansportation Boat-d 

1925 K Street 

Wc- bington, PC 20425-0001 

At tent ion: Elaine K Kjiset-

Chtef, Section o f EnvironrneDtal Analysis 

Envifonrnental Filing 

Pea*- Ms K-aisei-

ENViROiV-A;NTAL 
DOCU;;;!£[̂ T 

I would lil^e to first thank you foe allowing me the opportunity to express rny concerns 

regarding tbe Conrail / CSX Norfo lk Southern Acquisition My concern is the proposed use 

o f this nght o f way hy N jT for passengef services are numerous 

1. A i r Quality- The communi ty tbat I live m presently bas one traffic controlled 

intersection This line will require that no less than 6 intersections are signaled 

(This IS only ' / J mile o f this 50* mile hne) 

The meager ndership nurnbers that NJT projects will never offset the increase in 

car exhaust and traffic congestion along thts line. Two highways Rt 150 and 1-95 

tbat flow freely parallel tbis line.' 

2. Noise - Trams every 7,5 minutes at peak, signal borns Hasting at every 

intersection, and a school one block from tbe tracks. 

? Safety- School children cross the tracks FOUR times a day! We are not a bussing 

district and half o f cur kids cross the line on foot to get t o school! 

4 This line is tbe third choice for NJT and is tbe line o f least resistance tbe people 

alo!)g this line do not have the political or financial clout to stop it as they did 

when this was proposed for more affluent areas 

This may be South Jersey's only chance for a rnapr Public Transportation system, and 

it IS about to be put m the wrong place! The nver corridor is fine without it, the 

people here do not want it, and the people who need mass transit can not use it here.! 

Please support us m having this built where it is needed' 

Th^pk You, 

Tom Lippincott 
205 2-̂  St 
Riverton, Nj 08077 



l» ' 'S;̂ ^ W . . . , (. t 

Dear Ms. Kaiser, 

I am a resident of Wellington, Ohio and am writii)g you to express my concem 
about how my v i l l^ will be adversely affected by the increased train traffic if die 
CSX/Conrai! merger goes tfaroû  

According to a CSX representative, the crossings in Wellington are the busiest 
along the proposed new route on vdiich we are located Yet CSX plans to do nothing to 
alleviate ttie traffic problems we will incur when we have a 400% increase in train 
traffic. We need a grade separation, probably in the form of an underpass. Our safety 
and ttie safety of our children is at stidce. We have a volunteer fire department, which 
would be greatly hampered in responding to emergencies with the increased train 
traffic. We have sdiools on botti sides of ttie tracks and buses which already have 
trouble getting across the tracks to get the children to sdiool and back home on time. 

Please, as ttie only agency witti ttie auttiority to require CSX to build a grade 
Reparation. I ask you on behalf of our town to help us. 



Dear Ms. Kaiser, 

I am a resident of Wellington, Ohio and am writing you to express my concem 
about bow my village will be adversely affected by the increased train traffic if ttie 
CSX/Conrail mei:ger goes ttroug^ 

According to a CSX representative, ttie crossiiigs in Wellington are ttie busiest 
aloî  the proposed new route on which we are located Yet CSX plans to do nottiing to 
alleviate ttie traffic problems we will incur when we have a 400% increase in train 
traffic We need a grade separation, probably in (fae form of an underpass. Our safet/ 
and die safety of our diildren is at stake. We have a vohnteer fire department, which 
would be greatly hampered in responding to emeî gencies with the increased train 
traffic. We have schools on both sides ofthe tracla and buses which ahpeady have 
trouble getting across the tracks to get the children to sdiool and back bome on time. 

Please, as ttie only qgency with ttie auttiority to require CSX to build a grade 
separation. I ask you on behalf of our town to help us. 

Sincerely, 



Dear Ms. Kaiser, 
DOCUMEsMT 

I am aresident of Wellington. Ohio and am writipgyou to express mv concern 

«l«„a » CSX representative, ttie crtissings in Wellii«ton are ttie busiest 
S l ^ i n ^ ' * * " Z ' T ' '° "^^^ "̂""̂ ^ Yet CSx7»s to do not^t, aneviatethe tr^c problems we will incur when we have a 400% increase in traT 

w«dd be greaUy tempered m respondir« to emergencies witti ttie inLasedfrJT 
fraffic Wehave school, on botti sides of ttie tmcks and buses which aheady ™e 
trouble settmg across ttw tmcks to get ttie childn^ to school and back hoTonL,. 

. ^ ^ . J ^ ^ ' T ' ' ^ ' ^ to re<iuire CSX to build a arade separation. I ask you on behalf of our town to nelp us. 

Sincerely, 



buwi. . iT 

Dear Ms. Kaiser, 

I am a resident of Wellington. Ohio and am writing you to express my concern 
about how my village will be adversely affected by ttie increased train Iraffic if ttie 
CSX/Conrail mer̂ ger goes ttirough. 

According to a CSX represec ative, ttie crossings in Wellington are ttie busiest 
along ttie proposed new route on which we are located Yet CSX plans to do nottiing to 
alleviate ttie traffic problems we will incur when vire have a 400% increase in train 
traffic. We need a » sde separation, probably in ttie form of an underpass. Our safety 
and ttie safety of our children is at stake. We have a volunteer fire department, which 
would be greatly hanq)ered in responding to emergencies with ttie increased train 
traffic. We have schools on botfi sides of ttie tracks and buses which already have 
trtiuble getting across ttie tracks to get ttie children to school and back home on time. 

Ploase, as ttie only agencv witti ttie auttiority to require CSX to build a grade 
separation. I ask you on behalf of our town to help us. 

Sincerely, 

^ •^' 



D0CUIV1ENT £ /p/,r^^ 
Dear Representabve Gilhnore, [7 "̂̂  15 

As a citizen of Wellington, Ohio, I am writing to urge you to be present m a 
meeting on June 4,1998 in Washington, D.C. when ttie Surfiice Transportation Board-" 
will hear arguments regarding tue proposed merger of CSX and Conrail. 

According to s CSX representative, ttie crossings in Wellington sre the busiest 
along ttie proposed new route on which we are located Yet CSX plans to do nottiing to 
alleviate the traffic problems we will incur when we have a 400% increase in train 
traffic. We neod a grade separation, probably in the form of an underpass. Our safety 
and ttie safety of our children is at stake. We have a volunteer fire department, which 
would be greatly hampered in respondiiig to emergencies viatfa ttie increased train 
traffic. We have schools on both sides ofthe (racks and busses which already have 
trouble getting across ttie tracks to get the children to school and back home on time. 

Please, as our State Representative, I am a8kit\g you to rqfresent Wellington's 
citizens at this meeting. As the Surfiice Transportation Board is the only agency with the 
auttiority to require CSX to build a grade separation, we need someone at your level of 
government to be there to plead our case. 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

April 16, 1998 

EMViH I 'rw» 'lA '*>:• • • t ' ' 4 l H I 

I 

Peter J. Shudtz 
General Counsel 
CSX Transponation 
3 Foxmere Drive 
Richmond. VA 23233 

Bruno Maestri 
System Director. Environmental Protection 
Norfolk Southem Corporation 
1500 K Street. NW 
Suite 375 
Washington. DC 20005 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 -- CSX and NS -• Control and Acquisition --
Conrail: Request for Supplemental Environmental Report 

Dear Messrs. Shudtz and Maestri: 

In our letter dated March 27. 1998. SEA requested that CSX and NS provide to SEA by 
April 3, 1998 clarifying imormation related to any proposed activities, operations, or train traffic 
data. Since the March 27"̂  letter. SEA has received the following letters from CSX and NS that 
contain clanfying information: 

CSX: 
• April 3. 1998 
. Apnl 3. 1998 
. Apnl 3. 1998 

Canadian Pacific Haulage Rights between Detroit and Chicago 
Revised Train Routings 
Submission of CSX Settlement Agreements with Other Railroads 

NS: 
.Apnl 3. 1998: 

April 1998: 

Apnl 8. 1998: 

Apnl 12. 1998: 

Changes in Train Traffic Due to Changing the Location of Proposed 
Bellevue. OH TCS Facility to Sandusky. OH 
SEA Data Validation Request for Train Traffic and MGT Data for 
Canadian Pacific Haulage Rights on Detroit to Chicago Conidor 
NS Proposed Sandusky. Ohio Triple Crown Services Facility - Update on 
Truck Traffic Routing <md Train Traffic Routing 
Traffic Changes Associated with Greater Cleveland Cloggsville Potential 

Mitigation 



In several instances, the letters have offered substantially new data, rather than clariiying 
changes along: (1) rail line segments for which SEA has already completed its review and 
analysis; and (2) rail line segments that SEA has not analyzed because the train traffic reported 
earlier by CSX and NS did not meet or exceed the Board's thresholds for environmental analysis. 
In addition, thc information further suggests lhat new communities could realize environmental 
impacts and other already-identified communities could f;?ce additional impacts as a result ofthe 
new information. 

For these reasons, SEA requests that CSX and NS provide, no later than April 24, 1998. 
Supplemental Environmental Reports (SERs) to address the potential environmental implications 
of changed activities and operations lhat would meet or exceed the Board's envirorunental 
thiesholds. CSX and NS should provide separate SERs. 

The content of the SERs should be consistent with the Board's environmental rules at (49 
CFR 1105) and should explain the planned changes in railroad operations on the rail line 
segments noted in tlie letters listed above. The SERs should include technical explanations and 
supporting doc' -̂  ;ntation of the methodologies used to pro*c n proposed operational changes as 
well as the methodologies used to measure environmental impacts. Finally, the SERs should 
include any recommended voluntary or other mitigation measures regarding potential 
environmental impacts in these communities or other areas lhal would be affected by lhe changed 
operations. 

It is critical that we receive the SERs by April 24"' so that SE.'\ can proceed with preparation 
ofthe Final EIS. If you have any questions or need further clarification regarding this letter, 
please call Mike Dalion at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely yours. 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Anaivsis 
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(Stfitt of tl)t (Ctiainiuin 

î utiace ulranstiortation iBoarb 
SaBliington. fi.OI. 20423-0001 

April 16. 1998 

The Honorable Dennis Kucinich 
U.S. House of P ipresentatives 
Washington, D C 20515 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

I have received your letter of Apnl 8, 1998. regarding the impact of the Conrail 
acquisition on Brooklyn, Ohio. In your letter, your indicate that CSX has refused to discuss with 
Brooklyn environmental mitigation, citing a recent decision by the Surface Transportation Board 
(Board) in this matter. You demand that the Board order CSX to meet with the Mayor and the 
people of Brooklyn. 

The Board decision to which you refei did not, nor was it interded to. preclude anyone 
from ha-ing any private-sector negotiations Aith anyone else. In any e/ent. I understand that 
your office appropriately has been in contact with CSX about various matters of interest to you, 
and that a representative of CSX is contacting representatives of Brooklyn to discuss the 
community's concems. 

I am having your letter and my response included in the fomial docket for this 
proceedmg. I am glad to have been of assistance to you in lhis matter. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 



C o m m i t 1 « « t 

Government Ov»f«ght 

Edi-catton 

arxl the 
\^'iO LONCNfcORTH OFFICE B L I L D I S C ^ ^ Workforce 

DENNIS J . KUCINIC 
lOTH DisT«nT O H I O 

WASHINGTON D C :0515 

(2o;) : ;?-5( i ' ' i 

14400 DETROIT ^VENLE 
LAKEVkOOD O H I O 4410' 

(216) ^28-^850 

ôuBE cf fiEprcBEntatiuEH 

April 8. 1998 

Ms Linda J Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transponation Board 
1925 K St NW fr820 
Washington. D C 20423 

Re Finance Control Docket No 33388 

Dear Ms Morgan 

On Apnl 3, 1998, Stephen L Watson, Regional Vice President for State Relations for CSX 
Corporation, wrote to Brooklyn, Ohio. Mayor John M Coyne, stating his refusal to discuss 
environmental mitigation for Brooklyn Mr Watson acknowiedgeo that Brooklyn would 
expenence an increase from 20 to 44 trains per day as a result of CSX's acquisition ofthe Conrail 
Short Line However. Mr Watson cited the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Decision 
No 71 as justification for excluding Brooklyn fro-n environmental mitig?tion discussions. 

On Febniarv 4. 1998, this otfice filed an addendum to our comments or the DEIS that asked the 
STB to analyze the environmental effects the proposed Conrail merger would have on Brooklyn 
Even though Brooklyn was not mentioned in the DEIS, the STB is aware of the environmental 
problems that the proposed merger will cause in Brooklyn and .s working on a nutigation plan to 
be included in the Final Environmental Impact Statement 

On March 23, 1998, the Surface Transportation Board issued Decision No 73 That decision 
interprets Decision No 7! as follows 

Decision No 71 was intended to facilitate negotiations among the various 
interested parties It was not intended to define who should, or should not, be 
involved in any specific negotiation, and it was certainly not intended to limit the 
participation of any appropriate party in any negotiations that may be conducted 
Any party that has a legitimate interest in these matters is free and indeed 
encoun.ged to participate in negotiations 



Page 2 

The STB ordered Decisions 71 and 73 to encourage inclusion of affected communities in 
environmental mitigation dis'̂ ussions CSX Corporation and Mr Watson have misunde stood 
Decision No 71 and applied it in a way that purposely excludes the City of Brooklyn from 
environmental mitigation discussions 

The STB has ordered CSX and Norfolk Southem railroads to engage in environmental mitigation 
discussions with the affected communities The STB has ftirther ordered that if the railroads and 
affected communities fail to settle their differences by April 15. 1998, then the STB's Secuon on 
Environmental Analysis will develop its own enviroiunental mitigation for each ofthe 
communities in the Greater Cleveland area 

As Congressman from Ohio's 10th Congressional District, I demand that the STB take action to 
assure representation for the people of Brooklyn, Ohio, in environmental mitigation discus.sions 
with CSX Corporation I am demanding that the STB order CSX to meet with the Mayor and the 
people of Brooklyn for discussions about how the merger will affect Brooklyn and to order good 
faith settlement discussions as ordered by Decision No 71 

Sincerely, 

Dennis J Kucinich 
Member of Congress 

DJK mg 

enclosures Addendum to Con-jnents on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
Letter from Stephen Watson to Brooklyn Mayor John M Coyne 



04/08 98 WED 11 17 F.V\ 216 22S 6465 CONGRESSM.\.N D J KLCIMCH w.̂ SHI.NGTON DC 1^006 

CSX 
TRANSPORTATION Stephen L Watson 

April 3. 1998 

04 0 6 9 8 
7CX3 iiartisiv- fjuiiding 

'"13 wesi MoiKCi Strecl 
»na*onQpoii\ IN '16204 

{31/1 ?-57-3003 
fAX (317) 207-3005 

Hon John M. Coyne. Mavor 
City of Brooklyn 
7619 Memphis Avenue 
Brooklyn. Ohio 44144-2197 

Dear Mayor Coyne: 

Wc have received your letter of March 25, 1998 concerning the CSX/Ts'S acquisition 
of Conrail. 

As you correctly note, thc Surface Transportation Board's Section of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) in its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) requires CSX and 
NS to consult Writh and auempi to negotiate mutually acceptable mitigation settlements 
wuh "affected communities However, the Cily cf Brooklyn was not identified in thc 
DEIS as an "affected community", nor was it so identified in the STB's Decision No. 71, 
issued March 17. 1998, which set thc April 15, 1998 deadline you cite in your letter 

The portion of the Conraii Short Line passing through Brooklyn is expected to 
experience an increase in train ualTic from the cunent average of 20 Conrail traiiis per 
day vo approximately 44 trains per day on average. The increase from "7 to 44" you cite 
in your letter is inconect for the portion of thc line passing through Brooklyn. Also, the 
Brooklyn portion of the line has no at-grade rail-highway crossings, and is entirely grsde 
separated, so there will be no delays in safety forces' response times. Additionally, the 
DEIS identified for noise mitigation those areas where lhe projected train noise exceeded 
certain noise thresholds established by SEA. Brooklyn had no areas exceeding the 
thresholds, and therefore requires no noise miiigaiior>. Finally, lhe SEA IIAS 

recommended to the STB that CSX and NS develop and implement a comprehensive 
hazardous materials safety and training program for the communities on our railroads that 
will experience an increase in hazardous materials traffic, and wc have agreed to fully 
comply with thai recommendation Your public safety forces will be contacted and 
invited to participate in this program after the acquisition is approved by the STB. 

Thc ponion of the current CSX line from Lester, which passes thiough Brooklyn, is 
not expected Lo experience aiiy increase in train traffic as a result ofthe acquisition. Tlic 
train traffic on thai 'me is only 5.8 trains per day on average 
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Mayor J. Coyne 4/3/98 
page 2 

I trust that this addresses the issues raised ir. your letter of March 25, and explains wh> 
wc have not contacted your community concerning the CSX/NS acquisition ofConrail. 

Sincerely, 

Stephen L. Watson 

cc: Congressman Deiinis Kucinich 
Ms. Elaine Kaiser, SEA 
Mr. Thomas O'Leary, ORDC 
Mr. Paul Alsenas, Cuyahoga Planning Comm. 
Mr. Thomas F. O'Malley, Brooklyn Law Dir. 



DENNIS J . KUCINICH Comm(tt««s 

IOTH DisTHio OHIO ^ ^ V ' i ! ^ " Gov«>nm«m Oversight 
Education 

1730 LONGWORTH OFFICE BLILDI.NO " ^ - J t « Woflforce 
WASHINOTON D C 20515 

(202) 225-58-1 

14400 DETROIT AVENUE 
LAKEWOOD OHIO 44107 

1216) 228-8850 

CongreHH of the lEniteft ilatEs 
HnuBE of fiEprEBEntattuEB 

April 8, 1998 

Ms Elaine Kaiser 
Chief Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Suite 500 
Washington. D C 20423-0001 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

Re Finance Control Docket No 33388 

On Apnl 3, 1998, Stephen L Watson, Regional Vice President for State Relations for CSX 
Corporation, wrote to Brooklvr. Ohio, Mayor John M Coyne, stating his reftisal to discuss 
environmental mitigation for Brooklyn Mr Watson acknowledged that Brooklyn would 
experience an increase from 20 to 44 trains per day as a result of CSX's acquisition ofthe Conrail 
Short Line However, \ t r Watson cited the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and Decision 
No 71 as justification for excluding Brooklyn from environmental mitigation discussions. 

On Febmary 4, 1998, this office filed an addendum to our comments on the DEIS that asked the 
STB to analyze the environmental effects the proposed Conrail merger would have on Brooklyn 
Even though Brooklyn was not mentioned in the DEiS. the STB is aware of the environmental 
problems that the proposed merger will cause in Brooklyn and is working on a mitigation plan to 
be included in the Final Environmental Impact Statement 

On March 23. 1998, the Surface Transportation Board issued Decision No 73 That decision 
interprets Decision No 71 as follows 

Decision No 71 was intended to facilitate negotiations among the various 
interested parties It was not intended to define who should, or should not, be 
involved in any specific negotiafion, and it was certainly not intended to limit the 
participation of any appropnate party in any negotiations that may be conducted 
Any party that has a i-igitimate interest in these matters is free and indeed 
encouraged to participate in negotiations 
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The STB ordered Decisions 71 and 73 to encourage inclusion of affected communities in 
environmental mitigation discussions CSX Corporation and Mr Watson have misunderstood 
Decision No 71 and applied it in a way that purposely excludes the City of Brooklyn from 
environmental mitigation discussions 

The STB has ordered CSX and Norfc ik Southern railroads to engage in environmental mitigation 
discussions with the affected communities The STB has ftirther ordered that if the railroads and 
affected communities fail to settle their differences by Apnl 15, 1998, then the STB's Section on 
Environmental Analysis will develop its own environmental mitigation for each of the 
communities in the Greater Cleveland area. 

As Congressman from Ohio's 10th Congressional District, I demand that the STB take acticn to 
assure representation for the people of Brooklyn, Ohio, in environmental mitigation discussions 
with CSX Corporation I am demanding that the STB order CS.X to meet with the Mayor and the 
people of Brooklyn for discussions about how the merger will affect Brooklyn and to order good 
faith settlement discussions as ordered by Decision No 71. 

Sincerely 

Dennis J Kucinich 
Member of Congress 

DJK mg 

enclosures .\ddendum to Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
Letter from Stephen Watson to Brooklyn Mayor John M Coyne 
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I7J0 LONCWORTH OFFICE B L U O I N C 
A S M I N C T O N o c 20515 

(2021 22! 51-1 
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14400 DETROIT AVENUE 
L A k f W O O D O H I O 4410" 

O l ' . l :28 8850 

(EougresB of tlie 13niU5 t̂aUa 
House of SeprEBEntatiues 

Febniar\'4. 1998 

Ms Elaine Kaiser 
Chief. Environmental Analysis 
Surtace Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NA\' 
Suite 500 
Washington. D C 20423-0001 

RE Finance Docket No 33388 

Dear Ms Kaiser 

.As Member of Congress representing Ohio's 10th distnct, and a. a Party of Record to this 
proceeding. I hereby submit an original and twenty-five copies of an Addendum to Comments on 
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement as issued by the Surface Transportation Board' : 
Section on Environmental Analysis for Finance Docket No 33388 

Please accept this addendum in order to evaluate the effect that the proposed Conrail merger will 
have on the City of Brooklyn. Ohio Thank you for your consideration 

Sincerely. 

Dennis J Kucinich 
Member of Congress 

DJK ec 
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BEFORE THE 
SURFACE TR-ANSPORTATION BOARD 

FINANCEDOCKETNO 33388 

CSX CORPORATION AND CSX 1 RANSPORTATION. INC , NORFCLK SOUTHERN 
CORPORATION ANT) NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

- CONTROL AND OPERATrNG LEASES/AGREEMENTS -
CONRAIL INC .ANT) CONSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION 

ADDE?fDUM TO 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

AS ISSUED BY THE SURF.ACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD'S 
SECTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

FH FD BY CONGRESSMAN npNNTS I. KUCINICH 

Dated February 4, 1998 
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BEFORE THE 
SL'RFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

FINANCEDOCKETNO 33388 

CSX CORPORATION AND CSX TRANSPORTATION, INC , NORFOLK SOUTHEPJM 
CORPORATION AND NORFOLK SOUTHERN RAILWAY COMPANY 

- CONTROL AND OPERATING LEASES/AGREEME> TS -
CONRAIL INC AND r'^NSOLIDATED RAIL CORPORATION 

ADDENDUM TO 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

AS ISSUED BY THE SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD'S 
SECTION ON ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

pp FD RV CONGRESSMAN nFNNIS .1. KUCINICH 

Congressman Dennis J Kucinich, representing the lOlh Congressional District of Ohio, hereby 

submits this addendum to his comments in response lo lhe Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(DEIS) as issued by the Surface Transportation Board'-̂  < ;̂clion on Environmental Analysis 

(SEA)for the purpose of relaying newly acquired infonnation about the City of Brooklyn, Ohio 

Brooklyn, Ohio, is a west-side residential and industrial suburb bordering Cleveland at 

Brooklyn's west, northwest, and east sides, and bordering Panna, Ohio, at its south side Three 

sets of railroad tracks cunently traverse Brooklyn A Conrail line, fonneriy Cleveland's Short 

Line, crosses Brooklyn parallel to Brookpark Road near Brooklyn's southem border Another 

Conrail line abuts Brooklyn's northwest border with a spur crossing Ridge koad just south ofthe 



northernmost tip of Brooklyn And a CSX line from Cleveland to Medina crosses Brooklyn from 

the northeast edge to the southwest edge 

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement did not address the environmcnial effects that 

the proposed Conrail merger will have on the City of Brooklyn This office requests that the SEA 

investigate the effects that the proposed rail merger will have on the City cf Brooklyn and include 

the result, of that investigation in its Final Environmental Impact Statement 
An analysis ofthe effects on the City of Brooklyn should include the following 

• If the Conrail merger is approved, what noise and safety mitigation will be offered to the 
residents living adjacent to the Conrail line parallel to Brookpark Road'' Residents on 
Idlewood Drive. Summer Lane. KerJiedy Dnve. Southwood Dnve. Autumn Lane. 
Springwood Dnve. and Melody Lane live in horties abutted by the Conrail tracks to the 
south and Interstate 480 to the north The only evacuation routes in the event ofa 
hazardous matenai spill at that segment ofthe rail line are Idlewood Dnve at the eastern 
edge ofthe neighborhood, and Southwood Drive at the western edge ofthe 
neighborhood A derailment along this seciion of track would pose a clear and immediate 
threai to public safely An increase in trains will increase the risk of a hazardous waste 
spill m the event ofa derailment Furthermore, an increase in trains will increase the noise 
levels expenenced by residents living adjacent to the tracks on Idlewood Dnve Noise 
mitigation may be necessary 

• The Cleveland-Medina CSX route crosses American Road in Brooklyn A merican Road 
is the access road for employees of American Greetings, Brooklyn's largest employer, 
employing apprcximately 3.000 workers An increase m train traffic along this line \vill 
result in an increase in delays for Amencan Greetings's workers and could result m traffic 
queues as far as Tiedeman Road The SEA should investigate whether mitigation against 
the effects oftraffic delays on Amencan Road would be wananted 

• The Cleveland-Medina CSX route also abuts the Spring Crest-Pepper Ridge Drive 
neighborhood which is already subject to significant noise from train traffic Sixty-three 
homes are locaved there The SEA should investigate whether nDise mitigation is 
wananted if there is an increase in trair traffic as a result ofthe merger 

• The Conrail line abutting the northwest edge of Brooklyn crosses Ridge Road at an at-
«rade crossing Ridge Road is a major north-south commuter rcute between Cleveland 
and the southwestern suh'irbs The SEA should investigate the .ffect lhat an increase in 
train traffic along this Conrail route would have on commuter iraffic on Ridge Road, and 
recommend mitigation as appropriate. 



The aforementioned investigations should be conducted by the SEA in preparation for its 

Final Environmental Impact Statement This office, in conjunction with the Office of the Mayor 

of Brooklyn. Ohio, will provide additional assistance as necessary in order to help the SEA 

investigate these important environmental issues 

t'\public\conuiion\deis.'̂  wpd 
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ôiu(e of SiepreKentotibes 

!9ei W54'-
P.=M« O H - - ' 4 A 1 : 9 

2161 B4'3 270" ' 

.\pnl 13, 1998 

ENV F̂AL 
DOCUMENT 

Mb. 1-laine K?iser 
Chief, Environmental .-Vnolysis 
l̂uriace Transportation Board 

1925 K Street NW 
Suite 500 

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

Re; FinanceDocketNo^3388 

Decision No 71 requests that parties involved in the Conrail merger notify Uie Section on 
Environmenlal .Analysis (SF.A) bv Apnl 15. 1998, to advise the SEA of progress toward reaching 
mumally acceptable agreements. 

As the Apnl 1 ^ dale approaches. I would like to let you know that the cormriumtics ot the lOlli 
Conpiess.onal D.stnct are in nef-otialions over environmental mitigation uith applicant railroads 
Norfolk Southem and CSX. I am cautiously optimistic thai the parties will reach an agreemem. 
i will notif>- you by thc end of this week as to whether or not it is advisable lor the SEA to begin 
work toward a Board directive at lhat time. 

lliank >ou for the close attenuon you are giving to the Greater Cleveland area m this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Dennis J kucinich 
Member of Congress 

® 

DJK:mg 
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WELLINGTON EXEMPTED V I L L A G E SCHOOLS 
20JSOV i H MAINSIRKKI 

WH I iN(; ION. OHIOaaiiMd-i.MS 

( ; R K ; ( ) R V S. B \ f K I S 
.SI 1 - R l M K N U K N r 
r h i m c (4401 h47-42Sh 

Of.f'.ce of tho Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Finance Dtx ket No. 
Surface 1 r.msportation Bi>ard 
1^25 K Street, NW 
Washington, I X I 2042,'̂ -lMX)l 
Attn: Flaine K. Kaiser 

April 8, 1998 

I.KWIS K. GALANTE 

WmH«i44«rNJ7.4<.')5 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

As cuperintendent of the Wellington Exempted V'-llage Schools, 1 am quite concerned ov er the 
proposal to increase rail traffic in W ellington and the surrounding area by 400%. There are two areas 
of major importance to the Wellington Schools. 

1) Sdfet\ 
Our schcH Î busses cross over railroad tracks manv times during the da\ while 
transporting our students to and from schvHil. With the increased \ iilunie in trains the 
chances for an accident increase dramatically. Man\ of our students walk to schiml and 
cross over the tracks, also a major safety issue. Our sc hool buildings are Kxated on 
different sides of the tracks. If emergency service is needed at any building and a train 
is going through town or switching the) probably vvt)uldn't be able to resptmd to the 
emergencN' in a timelv manner. 

2) Efficient Transport of Students 
1 ransporting students to and from schwl in a timely manner wi l l K ' a major problem 
VMth the increase in the •-olume of trains. On a recent Fndav afterntion o\ : b..sses were 
a hall-hi>ur late because of a train. With the volume increasing the schools could face a 
transpi>rtation nightmare. 

1 u'ould encourage \-ou to look at all options so lhat the safetv and well bt>ing of our students and 
communitv is foremost in vi>ur decision-making process. 

Sincerelv, 

y 
Greg,̂  
Saperinteiident 
Wellington Fxempted 'v illage Sc hools 

GB/pc 
\VK.ST\S<)(>I)H I M K M \ K \ S< HOOI. 

Ml? I m o n ^ t r i i t 

Wciiiinjiiin. Ohio 441 new 
I'hom (4401 MT- IMt i 

M i ( O R M K K MH>I>I i : S( H O O I , 
2111 South M a m S l r n l 

W i l h n c l o n . O h i o 44l l<X|. | . t l5 

Hhont .4411. W 7 . : . U 2 

WKI I INC.TON IIKJII S( l lOOl 
()2"* N o r t h M a m s i n i t 

W i l h i i c l o i i . Oh i . i Wll*)!! IIW<> 

IMuim i441h 64 .' 



STB PD-33388 4-13-98 K ID-CITIES 



C I T Y O F WHITING 

Mildred Greer 
Councilperson 5th District 

219-659-7700 

FAX !2'vi 47,!.4452 

W H I T I N G , INDIANA 46394 

ENV 11 4 «-
1 *-VW 

DOCUMENT 

March 23, 1998 

Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transijortatii n Board 
Attn: STB Finance Dccket No 33388 
1925 K Street 
Washington, D. C. 20423 OOOl 

Re: Finance Docket No. 333S8 CSX Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and 
Operating Lease:̂  .-Vgreemenis - Conrail Inc. 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I am writing to inform you of the serious problems that .Vorthwest Indiana and the Whiting 
community face becau.-̂ e of the excessive levels of local railroad trafTic. 

I have been a resident of Whiting all my life and am currentiy the elected mayor. Unfortunately, 
the Whiting communit\ l^ suffering from the significant leveis of railroad traffic moving through 
the area. Our area roads are c'.ogged. our ait quality sufTers. and the safety of residents and 
children are being put in great jeopardy each day this situation continues. On February 8, 1998, 
two young men were killed when their pick-up truck was hit by a moving railroad train at a 
crossing in the citv of Hammond. 

I understand that the railroads plan to increase operations in northwest Indiana as a result ofa 
proposed merger cf CSX Corporation and NorfolV Southern Railway Comp::ry. These increases 
should be opposed. Xorthwest Indi.ana is already suffering enough from the existing high levels of 
railroad traffic We cannot stand any further increases. 

You must take action to ensure that northwest Indiana is protected from the impacts and further 
harm as a result of additional railroad operations caused by such a merger. Thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Sincerelv, 

Mildred Greer 
Councilj. ?rson 5th District 
City of Whiting 

M<; mr 
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CfTY OF 
John M. Coyne 

Mayor BROQKLYiVi 
7619 Memphis Avenue, Brooklyn, Ohio 44144-2197 • (216) 351-2133 

'Home ofthe Seatbelt Lou ' 

A p r i l 9, 1998 

COUNCIL: 
John E Frey 
Paula A Rittor 
Kenneth P Loeri 
Thomas E Coyne 
Gregory L Frey 
Rita M Brown 
Recis Banett 

Stephen L. Watson, Regional Vice President t 
CSX Transportation 
700 Harrison Building 
143 West Market Street - . ; 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

Dear Mr. Watson: 

The City of Broollyn accepted an invitatj.on t o ̂ nd did i n f a c t 
attend a meaningful ciscussion meeting chairea by the Honorable 
Congressman Dennis J. Kucinich at his Lakewood Headquarters. At 
t h i s meeting we were assured that negotiations would xnc-lude a l l 
i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s v/hich t-crtainly would include the Ci t y of 
Brooklyn. Your l e t t e r of .i^pril 3, 1998 t o Mayor John M. Coyne 
stated t h a t since the City of Brooklyn was not i d e n t i f x e d i n the 
DEIS as an "affected community" Brooklyn woui.d not be contacted or 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n the CSX/NS acquisition of Ccn r a i l . Subsequently, 
the C i t y of Brooklyn was made aware by v i r t u e of Congressman Dennxs 
3. Kucinich's report of A p r i l 8, 1998 that the STB has ordered CSX 
and Norfolk Southern t o engage i n environmental mitxgation 
d.'.scussions wit h a l l of the affected communitios and Brooklyn xs 
c e r t a i n l y an affected community. 

Based on the above we look forward t o p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
negotiations w i t h CSX t o discuss the aff e c t s the merger w i l l have 
on the Cit y of Brooklyn. 

TSR\lg 

Very t r u l y yours. 

Thdfitar§ F. O'Malley 
Law Director, City of Brooklyn 

C( Congressman Dennis J. Kucinich 
Elaine Kaisc-r, Chief, Environmental Analysis 
Mayor John M. Coyne 

TSR040998.LC2 

\-i'. 

DU 
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DOCUMENT 
DearMs.Kaiier, © ^ f ^ H 

I am a resident of Wellingjon, Ohio and am writiAg you to express my #q|cef»^ ̂ /̂ .̂  
about how my village will be adversely affected by the increased train traffic >-,__^'Kx 
CSX/Conrail merger goes through. ^ ^ / I t l C ^ ^ 

According to a CSX representative, the crossings in Wellington are the busiest 
along die proposed new route on wliich we are located Yet CSX plans to do nothing to 
alleviate ttie traffic problems we will incur when we haye a 400% increase in train 
traffic. Wv ueed a grade separation, probably in the form of m underpass. Our safety 
and the safety of c T children is at stake. We have a volimteer fire department, which 
would be greatly hampered in responding to emeî gencies widi the increased train 
traffic. We have schools on both sides ofthe tracks and buses which already have 
trouble getting across the tracks to get die children to school and back home on time. 

Pleme, as die only agency widi die audiority to require CSX tc build a grade 
separation, I ask you on behalf of our town to help us. 

Sincerely, 

f 

Mrs \tu\inc 1 
264 iiranJ .\venu>; 
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DENNIS J.-JCUCINIcn 
i<-n.cw«iT.»«o - Education and Ubor 

14400nDl«0(T*r««X 
L«fVO3e.0M0 4*107 

(216) 1U44U 

Coiiace0< ot fte Wniteb Stated (̂ .-̂  

PiMvt. >«o 44120 Apm 6,1998 

.'\L 
Ms. Nancy Bciter y.. 
Office Of Congressional AfEuis i.. . . iJifVs 
U S Surface TtansportatiwuBoud 
1925 K Street, N^' 
Wtshington, D C. 20423 

Re: FiaAncc Docket No. 33388 

Dear M$. Bsiiet-

This office filed commcais to thc Draft Environmental Impwt Statement PEIS) ^ ^ S j r f a c e 
TranspoitEtioa Board's (STB) Section on Environmenta! Analyse. (SEA). 
SSt'Tinfonn the SEA abcut problem, in Brooklyn. Ohio tiut were o - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S E A m 
Its DEIS T-be Fvxrposc of our comment was to ensure tbat thc SEA ^ there are 

m Bro^yn tbat aeed to be reaolved amoog the P«tie8. or by the STB pun«unt to thc 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). due to be pubb^ late next mocth. 

The STB's DccisioaNo. 71 urgca the raflroads and affKted communities Cleveland arc. 
T J ^ J i c discuss mitigation for the .fleeted communities, ^^^1??^°^^^' 
Svcral, though not all, of the affected Greater Cleveland commumt:es are luted. Brooklyn y^aa 
not listed. 

Pursuam to Decision No. 71 and diis office's commenU to Je ?EA 'qjartling^ 
B r o o ^ NUyor John OsyncofBrocklyn contacted CSX Regional Vice President Steven 
W ^ ; ^ g to discWoblemi, and mitigation, associated with the merger as they -̂ cct 
BrSSn^WatsoncitcdDecisionNo. 71 and tbe DEIS as reason, to not discuss mitigation 
with tbe City of Brooklyn. 

Ls the fact tbat Brooklyn Tvas not discussed In the DEIS and was not mentiW if fo<rt°«^J ̂  
Dedsio^ No 71 adequate reaaon for CSX to oot enter bto di«nission with Brooklyn? New that 
STe 4̂  aware STproblcms in Brooklyn, through this office's comments tojte SEA^ 
S^fcSxTeocourag^ to enter into discussion with the City of Brooklyn ^b^ P̂ ^̂ ^ 
Se STB have rcgardin?WiIroad merger pn̂ ponants entering into discussion with affected 
ccanmunities such as Brooklyn, Ohio? 

UclJi H i W O M r a fTVlSSMS.'iOD S«»8 SZ2 StZ XVi 00:«C 3.U fi8'i.0'»Q 
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?1« se respond as soon as possible. Thank you in advance for your answer to these questions. 

Sincerely, 

Martin D. Gel&nd 
Congressional Staff Counsel 

'^^^'"^ Addendum to Comments on the Draft Environmental lmpâ t Stalemeni 
(2) Decision No. 71 
(3) Leccr fiom CSX to Mayor of Brooklyn, Ohio 

ce: Hon. John Coyne 
Mr. Steven Waison, CSX 
Ms, Elaine Raiser, S£A 
Mr. Thomas O'Leary, ORDC 
Mr. Paul Alsenas, Cuyahoga Count> 
Mr. Thomas F. O'Malley. Brooklyn Law Dept 

E; .L 
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Cilv oi Cievifl-ifd 

Clfveidiid City Ha'i 
601 t a W i ' ^ ' A v . M u * 

11 6 . '664-2 i ;C 

March 19. 1998 

tn 

Linda Morgan, Chairman s,t~ 
Surface Transportation Board '" 
1925 K Street, N.W., Suite 820 ~ 
Washington. D.C. 20423 ^ 1;. 

Re: STB Docket No. 33388. C S X CorooraUon. et al. " co 
Control and r>p<TarinfT leases/App-eements. 
rnnrail , Inr. and Consolidated Rail Corporation 

Dear Chairman Morgan: 

I have received and reviewed the Board's Decision No 71 issued in this 
proceeding on March 17. 1998 I am puzzled and concerned by the 
Decision As you know, the impact of this proposed transaction on the 
health, safety, lives and li^nng conditions of the people in Cleveland's 
neighborhoods has been at thc forefront of all of the materials filed by 
the City in this proceeding. 

• Unprecedented increases in train frequencies through 
residential neighborhoods ranging from 1 14% to 1,188% 

• Life-threatening delays for Police. Fire and Emergency Medical 
Service at thirteen grade crossings on the aifected rail lines 

• One of the largest increases in hazardous materials 
transportation nation-wide, from 7,000 to 81,000 car loads per 
year through Cleveland's premier cultural district and the 
surrounding neighborhoods 

• Up to a three-fold increase in noise for homes, schools, 
hospitals and businesses near certain tracks 

The process in which thc Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is now 
engaged, as I understand it, is to take a careful, detailed study of the 
potential impacts of the transaction, based on information SEA and its 
con-^ultants gather from every possible source with knowledge of those 
impacts. The City has filed extensive Comments on the Draft 

IAL 
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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that I hope you have had a chance to 
review We have docvimented the impacts of increasing treiin frequencies and 
pioposed solutions in an attempt to engage the railroads in serious discussions 
about ways to reduce these impacts. 

Now, thc SEA is in the process of gathering its own information cbout these 
impacts. That is its job as it works to create the Final EIS. In the limited 
contacts that my staff and counsel have had with SEA and its consultants, 
SEA has been nothing but objectave and entirely nertral - they have been 
forthright that all they want or are able to do at this time is listen and analyze, 
in order to gain a better understanding of our concerns, the potential impacts 
and thc possible solutions to thc senous problems the proposed transactions 
will create for the people who live. work, raise children and plan their futures 
in our neighborhoods. 

SEA also offered to mediate discussions between Cleveland and the railroads, a 
function that appeared to the City to be entirely appropriate for the Board. 
This is particulai-ly important, because in more than a dozen meetings with the 
railroads, there has been NO PROGRESS on the core issue of the need to 
reduce train frequencies m oar residential neighborhoods in order to mitigate 
the communities' concerns with noise, safety, hazardous matenals 
transportaticn, property values and environmental justice At a time when the 
railroads were refusing to engage in any meaningful dialogue about the 
horrendous situation their proposal created and the solutions we proposed to 
address it, SEA's willingness to listen and its offer to mediate were a welcome 
change from the terse responses we had been getting in private meetings with 
the railroads, notwithstanding the many "feel good", "we can work this out" 
letters we continue to receive from the railroad companies. Decision No. 71 
appears to cut the SE.^ staff and consultants off from being able to do their 
jobs fully. 

Please do not misunderstand my reason for wnting We in Cleveland arc eager 
to have a meaningful, substantive discussion with the railroads about real 
solutions to the fundamental problem of increased train frequencies. We have 
tncd before to meet with the railroads, but they have not demonstrated any 
real willingness t fmd a meaningful way to address our fundamental problem 
with their plan - the railroads are proposing to route too many freight trains 
through our residential neighborhoods when viable altemative routes exist in 
industrial corridors and around Cleveland. In fact, I p>ersonally have told Mr. 
Snow and Mr. Goode that I believe the best resolution would come from 
intense, good faith negotiations among the railroads and the affected 
communities, and that the City of Cleveland stands ready and willing at any 
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time and any where to engage in senous, meaningful negotiations with thc 
railroads. 

Unfortunately, rather than wor'cing with the affected communities to devise a 
routing plan that serves both the business interests of the railroads and thc 
human needs of the jveople of this community, the railroads have attempted to 
isolate us from our neighboring c-mrnunities by attacking our alternative 
proposals, and attempting to buy off our neighbors one by one This is 
particularly disturbing because the proposed train frequencies will cause the 
greatest damage in the neighborhoods of Cleveland in terms of complexity and 
severity. We remain convinced, however, that if the lailrords would use their 
expertise to work with us to find a mutually acceptable, long term regional 
solution - rather than expending their vast resources to attack us for trying -
together we would find a way to resolve ou> differences. 

Chairman Morgan, it is important to me that you understand that I am happy 
to meet and talk with Mr. John Snow of CSX - again. Over the past six 
months, I personally have met with Mr. Snow twice, spoken with him by 
telephone at least four times, and have met with CSX Chief Operating Officer 
Carl Taylor twice In addition, key members of my Cabinet and Executive staff 
have par'Cipated in numerous meetings and telephone conferences with CSX 
staff. 

I also am happy to meet and talk with Mr. David Goode of NS - again. While 
my staff has had ongoing meeti. gs and telephone conversations with NS staff, 
Mr Goode came to Cleveland to meet with me for the first time last week. 
While I would have expected Mr. Goode to come to meet with me much earlier 
in this process, 1 believe wc had a productive meeting. On that same day, key 
members of my staff met with NS staff to hear their preliminary thoughts 
regarding environmental mitigation for the first time. The next day, NS 
engineers met with our planners and consultants to discuss the railroads' 
concems with the Cleveland alternatives. 

To date, the railroads have offered no meaningful solution to the problem of 
train frequencies in our neighborhoods Now that the Boara has issued 
Decision No. 71, 1 hope tliat our ongoing discussions with the railroads will be 
productive and that both CSX and Norfolk Southern will come to these 
meetings prepared to think creatively about solutions to the problems their 
transaction will create for the people of Cleveland and the surrounding 
communities I hope that they will participate in these discussions with an 
open mind. I hope that we will be able to come to you together on April 15 with 
a report that we have reached an agreement about a plan for mitigation of the 
harm to Cleveland's people and neighborhoods. I also hope, however, that if wc 
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are not able to reach an agreement, that SEA will have been able to gather the 
information it needs to complete the ansdysis of the situation here and of 
possible remedies for it. 

In closing, I want you to know that it is not my desire to fight the railroads. 
My clear preference is to achieve a negotiated settlement. However, if the 
railroads continue to refuse to directly deal with the core issue of train 
frequencies in our neighborhoods, I believe they will leave this community with 
no choice but to do everything within our means to fight this plan before the 
Board, and if necessary, the courts. No matter what the ultimate outcome -
win or lose - the people of the City of Cleveland aire worth the fight. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Michael R.•white I 
Mayor 

cc: Secretary Rodney Slater, Department of Transportation 
Congressman Louis Stokes 
Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
Vice Chairman Gus A. Owen, Surface Transportation Board 
Govemor George V. Voinovich 
Thomas O'Leary, Ohio Rail Development Commission 
Mr. John Snow 
Mr. David Goode 
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Ms. Elaine K. Kaiser. Chief 
Section of l-'nvironmcntai .Xnalysis 
Surface 1 ransportation Board 
1̂ 25 K Street. Northwest 
W ashington. DC 20423-0001 

RE: Surface i ransportation Board - Draft i iix ironmental Impact Statement - Proposed 
Conrail .Acquisition - C'S.X Corporaiion. Ni^rfolk Southern Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Raiiua\ C ompain - Control and Operating Leases Agreements 
- I inance Docket Number; ."vv'̂ SS -1 lorida 
S.\l: I L47!226()822C 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

lhe 1 lorida Stale C learinghouse has recei\ed >our notification ofthe above-c escribed 
project, and has forwarded it to the appropriate state agencies for n. \ iew. In order to .ecei\ e 
comments from all agencies, an additional fifteen da\s is requested for completion ofthe review. 
Therefore, the clearance letter due dale for this project will be extended tiom l ehruar\ 1*H)S. 
to 1 ebruary 24. 1998. If all comments .ire rccei\ ed prior to thc extended date. e\ery effort w ill 
be made to tbrward the clearance letter to \ ou at an earlier date. 

I hank \ ou for vour understanding. If >ou ha\e any questions regarding this matter, 
please cimlact Ms. C'hene I ramor. C learinghouse Coordinator, at (850) 922-5438. 

Sincerelv. 

Ralph Cantral. lixecutiw Director 
I-lorida Coastal Manaiiem.'nt Prouram 
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Norfolk Souttwrn Corporation 

E l a i n e K. K a i s e r , Chief 
S e c t i o n o f Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Washington, D.C. 2 042 3 

ENVSROĥ MENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

February 13, 1998 

Re : Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and NS - C o n t r o l 
and A c q u i s i t i o n - C o n r a i l : S a f e t y I n t e g r a t i o n Plans 

Dear Ms. K a i s e r : 

This responds t o your l e t t e r o f February 6, 1998, i.\^questing b r i e f and 
i n f o r m a l responses on s e v e r a l issues a s s o c i a t e d w i t h N o r f o l k Southern's S a f e t y 
I n t e g r a t i o n Plan and the o v e r a l l s a f e t y i m p l e m e n t a t i o n process. As you have 
noted, the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n process i s dynamic and most of the i n f o r m a t i o n 
p r o v i d e d w i t h t h i s l e t t e i r e f l e c t s a "snap shot" of where we are today m the 
C o n r a i l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n p l a n n i n g process. While the f o r m a l addenda we have 
discussed a l s o w i l l p r o v i d e a "snap snot," i t i t l i k e l y t o i n c l u d e r e v i s i o n s 
r e f l e c t i n g t h e most updated i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e 

Our resDonse."? t o your questions are s s t f o r t h below: 

1. How are the s a f e t y c r i t i c a l issues w i t h i n the r a i l r o a d ' s broader 
i n t e g r a t i o n p l a n n i n g (schedule delays, t e c h n i c a l problems, e t c . ) 
i d e n t i f i e d and tracked? Please d e s c r i b e the r o l e of KPMG or o t h e r s i n 
m o n i t o r i n g the s a f e t y i n t e g r a t i o n i s s u e s . 

E x e c u t i v e Management a t NS has d i r e c t o v e r s i g h t of the 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n process. NS has a v i c e p t e s i d e n t and a s s i s t a n t v i c e 
p r e s i d e n t who head a team w i t h f u l l - t i m e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s f o r 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n p l a n n i n g . This team i s r e c e i v i n g the f u r t h e r a s s i s t a n c e 
of KPMG Peat Warwick w i t h implementation program management. There are 
119 teams and sub-teams working a c t i v e l y on C o n r a i l implementation 
p l a n n i n g and p r o j e c t s . Each team has i d e n t i f i e d p r o j e c t d e f i n i t i o n s and 
has o u t l i n e d g o a l s , d e l i v e r a b l e s and p r o j e c t m i l e s t o n e s . 

C e n t r a l l y , N o r f o l k Southern, a s s i s t e d by i t s c o n s u l t a n t , KPMG Peat 
Marwick, i s u s i n g s o p h i s t i c a t e d program management t o o l s t o guide and 
mon i t o r i t s C o n r a i l implementation p l a n n i n g process. One aspect of 
protjram management i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , assessment, and 
e l imi.nat ion/mi t i gat i o n of r i s k s a s s c c i a t e d w i t h -svery aspect o f the 
t r a n s a c t i o n . N o r f o l k Southern's r i s k management program i s focused upon 
r i o k s f a l l i n g wi'.hin .;c.ar c a t e g o r i e s : s a f e t y , s e r v i c e , r e a l i z a t i o n of 
economic b e n e f i t s , and avoidance of de l a y s . Among these f o u r areas of: 
r i s k , s a f e t y and s e r v i c e are g i v e n h i g h e s t r a n k i n g and a t t e n t i o n . 

The NS process f o r acd:e s i n g r i s k i s i d e n t i c a l f o r each of rhe 
fo u r p r i n c i p a l areas of r i s k . I n i t i a l r i s k i d e n t i f i c a t i o n occurs on two 
l.' v e l s . S o - c a l l e d ",nacro" r i s k s a f f e c t the e n t i r e implementation 
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program and often are generated from sources e.xternal to Norfolk 
Southern. For example lengthening the duration of the STB's procedural 
schedule i s considered by Norfolk Southern t o be a macro r i s k . The 
majority of threats to successful implementation of the Ccnrail 
a c q u i s i t i o n are associated with a p a r t i c u l a r NS implementation team or 
ind i v i d u a l business process; we refe r t o these as "team" r i s k s . A r i s k 
faced by many teams i s delayed receipt of Conrail data because of 
concerns about c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y and premature c o n t r o l . 

Norfolk Southern's r i s k management e f f o r t s formally began only 
recently and are i n the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n stage. For i n i t i a l 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of implem.entation r i s k s , p r i n c i p a l sources are our 
implementation team leaders, the KPMG and NS implementation s t a f f 
coordinators who work closely with each team, and ce r t a i n members of 
Norfolk Southern's Strategic Planning Department. 

Thf next stage -- assessment of r i s k s -• w i l l begin soon. The 
Norfolk Southern implementation s t a f f group, working with KPMG, w i l l 
gather the necessary information about each r i s k from the teams and 
other sources w i t h i n and outside Norfolk Southern. Risk a-sessment w i l l 
be followed by decisions upon the approach to each r i s k ; abatement, 
contingency planning, continued monitoring, and acceptance are among the 
possible options for addressing each r i s k . 

What i s your process for reviewing the reasonableness of the transition 
echedule, and are you on schedule, considering progress made to date? 

The implementation teams update t h e i r progress weekly, and regular 
meetings are conducted with team leaders to gauge progress and i d e n t i f y 
any new s i t u a t i o n s that may a l t e r the c r i t i c a l paths. Dependencies are 
closely monitored to assure im.plementation planning proceeds without 
delay. Scheduling i s generally divided i n t o -hree phases: from now t o 
the Control Date, the Control Date to the Closing Date, and a f t e r the 
Closing Date. Teams plan to complete as many a c t i v i t i e s as possible 
before the Control Date. Among other events triggered by that date, a l l 
external constraints upon access to Conrail data w i l l be elimin.Tted. 
Therefore, a c t i v i t i e s that require c o n f i d e n t i a l data cannot be completed 
u n t i l a f t e r the Control Date. Between the Control Date and the Closing 
Date, many a c t i v i t i e s w i l l occur to enable Conr£.il to be s p l i t i n t o NS 
Operations, CSXT Operations and Shared Assets Areas Operations on the 
Closing Date. 

Norfolk Southern'q program management tools o f f e r the opportunity 
constantly to monitor and evaluate tne progress of our implementation 



E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
February 3 3, 1998 
Page 3 

p l a n n i n g f o r the C o n r a i l a c q u i s i t i o n . To date, we have i d e n t i f i e d no 
s i g n i f i c a n t s c h e d u l i n g d i f f i c u l t i e s . I f a p a r t i c u l a r i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
team or department were t o f a l l behind i t s schedule and appear t o be 
unable q u i c k l y t o r e g a i n schedule compliance, we would c o n s i d e r adding 
a d d i t i o n a l resources, a d j u s t i n g t he team or o v e r a l l schedule, and o t h e r 
p o t e n t i a l s o l u t i o n s t o the i n d i v i d u a l s c h e d u l i n g problem. 

What s i g n i f i c a n t changes i n operations do you plan for Day One versus 
those for other key milestones? Please provide a s p e c i f i c l i s t (e.g., 
(. o n r a i l and NS engineer s e n i o r i t y r o s t e r s for "Division X" combined, NS 
i s s u i n g a l l B i l l s of Lading and T r a i n L i s t s , s p e c i f i c IT 
systems/applications cutover, e t c . ) ? 

N o r f o l k Southern's i m p l e m e n t a t i o n teams are c u r r e n t l y i n t h e 
process of d e t e r m i n i n g these types of o p e r a t i o n a l d e t a i l s . I n view of 
the f a c t t h a t such changes have not y e t been f i n a l i z e d (except t o the 
e x t e n t t h a t any o p e r a t i o n a l changes as of Day One were d i s c u s s e d i n t h e 
O p e r a t i n g Plan and/or i n the S a f e t y I n t e g r a t i o n P l a n ) , and g i v e n the 
f a c t t h a t such d e c i s i o n s n e c e s s a r i l y i n v o l v e i n p u t and r e v i e w from a 
number of d i f f e r e n t departments and o f f i c i a l s w i t h i n the company, i t i s 
premature t o p r o v i d e the k i n d of d e t a i l s sought by t h i s q u e s t i o n . 

Have any s p e c i f i c i s s u e s which may a f f e c t safety been i d e n t i f i e d that 
could r e s u l r from going forward too slowly? What are these and how are 
they being managed? 

As noted i n response t o Question No. 2, N o r f o l k Southern has not 
encountered any s i g n i f i c a n t s c h e d u l i n g delays t o date. Because we 
b e l i e v e t h a t the i n t e r n a l schedule under which we are o p e r a t i n g i s 
r e a l i s t i c and ac h i e v a b l e , we do not a n t i c i p a t e ma^or d e l a y s . Of course 
were the STB once again t o extend i t s p r o c e d u r a l schedule, an 
unnecessary and unexpected d e l a v wculd be i n c u r r e d . 

Among the issues r a i s e d by such an e x t e r n a l d elay a r e : (1) 
adverse e f f e c t s upon C o n r a i l employee morale; (2) Year 2000 compliance 
of C o n r a i l systems; (3) C o n r a i l ' s a b i l i t y t o continue t o m a i n t a i n i t s 
c u r r e n t e x c e l l e n t s a f e t y and s e r v i c e performances; (4) d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f 
the U . i . and g l o b a l economy a t the time of or soon a f t e r s t a r t u p , thus 
t h r e a t e n i n g r e a l i z a t i o n o f a n t i c i p a t e d t r a n s a c t i o n b e n e f i t s ; (5) 
s u f f i c i e n c y of STB s t a f f numbers t o complete e v a l u a t i o n o f t h e C o n r a i l 
a c q u i s i t i o n w h i l e b e g i n n i n g a n a l y s i s of the r e c e n t l y announced CN-IC 
merger. Most of these and o t h e r p o s s i b l e r e s u l t s of d e l a y c o u l d 
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i n d i r e c t l y a f f e c t s a f e t y . Depending upon NS' u l t i r . a t e assessment of the 
r i s k of d e l a y from v a r i o u s sources, i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l , c o n t i n g e n c y 
p l a n s w i l l be developed. 

How are you coordinating your preparation for Day One with CSX, and how 
w i l l you e s t a b l i s h the f i n a l date for Day One? What other coordination 
i s o c curring with CSX? 

CSXT and NS implementation e f f o r t s are c l o s e l y c o o r d i n a t e d . Both 
NS and CSXT teams are w e l l aware o f the importance of a c o o r d i n a t e d 
approach on v a r i o u s t r a n s i t i o n i s s u e s . I n many cases, t h e r e are d i r e c t 
dependencies between the^e p a r a l l e l teams, and m some cases, team 
a c t i o n s must be accomj. 1ished s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . At the h i g h e s t l e v e l t he 
NS and CSXT im.plementation l e a d e r s h i p h o l d monthly conference c a l l s or 
meetings t o share i n f o r m a t i o n and address s p e c i f i c c u r r e n t i s s u e s ; 
i n f o r m a l c o n t a c t s between the two implementation groups occur on a 
r e g u l a r b a s i s . The implem e n t a t i o n l e a d e r s h i p i n i t i a l l y agreed upon a 
h y p o t h e t i c a l t a r g e t C l o s i n g Date, f o r i n t e r n a l p l a n n i n g purpo-ses o n l y , 
used by b o t h N o r f o l k Southern and CSXT teams. I f the need a r i s e s t o 
a d j u s t t h a t date, the recommendation t o the s e n i o r .nanagements of 
N o r f o l k Southern and CSX w i l l emanate j o i n t l y from the imple m e n t a t i o n 
l e a d e r s . 

Many NS implementation teamiS have comparable teams a t CSXT. As 
necessary, depending upon the p a r t i c u l a r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of each team, 
the teams meet j o i n t l y t o c o o r d i n a t e t h e i r e f f o r t s and make j o i n t 
d e c i s i o n s . Formal and i n f o r m a l communication between such teams or.curs 
on a r e g u l a r b a s i s . The Shared Assets Areas teams and the teams 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r .-"llocation of C o n r a i l equipment ara two examples of the 
NS and CSXT implementation teams t h a t are working c l o s e l y t o address 
mutual i s s u e s . 

As we have discussed, b o t h CSXT and NS b e l i e v e t h a t t he 
achievement of implementing agreements w i t h c e r t a i n l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
w i l l be necessary f o r Day 1. I n a d d i t i o n , i t i s im p o r t a n t t o note t h a t 
many o f the team.s do not com.plete t h e i r a c t i v i t y U i . t i l a f t e r f u l l 
i n t e g r a t i o n i s achi-jved. T h e r e f o r e , teams w i l l c o n t i n u e d i r e c t i n g and 
m o n i t o r i n g f u n c t i o n a l aspects of t h e i r team's p r o j e c t beyond Day 1. 

What d i s c u s s i o n s are underway w i t h o t h e r p a r t i e s (e.g., NIT League, 
l a b o r unions) and wliat i s the g e n e r a l n a t u r e of the s e t t l e m e n t 
agreements you ha'- already achieved? 
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For s e v e r a l months, t h e A p p l i c a n t s have been c o n d u c t i n g 
d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h the l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s which w i l l be i n v o l v e d w i t h 
t h i s t r a n s a c t i o n . While the s t a t u s of these n e g o t i a t i o n s i s 
c o n f i d e n t i a l , we do note t h e January 15 announcement by the U n i t e d 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Union t h a t t h e y w i l l support the j o i n t a c q u i s i t i o n of 
C o n r a i l by NS and CSXT. 

As you know, A p p l i c a n t s e n t e r e d i n t o a very s i g n i f i c a n t s e t t l e m e n t 
w i t h the N a t i o n a l I n d u s t r i a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n League ("NITL") i n December 
1997. This s e t t l e m e n t was d e s c r i b e d i n A p p l i c a n t s ' R e b u t t a l f i l i n g , 
CSX/NS-176. 

Among the o t h e r p a r t i e s w i t h which NS has reached agreements are 
the f o l l o w i n g states--New Jersey, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Michigan; 
major c a r r i e r s and commuter operators-Canadian P a c i f i c , B u f f a l o & 
P i t t s b u r g h , Wisconsin C e n t r a l , I l l i n o i s C e n t r a l and New Jersey T r a n s i t ; 
and o t h e r p a r t i e s i n c l u d i n g t h e Port of P h i l a d e l p h i a , the C i t y of 
P h i l a d e l p h i a and Pennsylvania Power & L i g h t . 

A p p l i c a n t s are c o n t i n u i n g t o have d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h a number of 
o t h e r p a r t i e s , and w i l l keep SEA advised as these d i s c u s s i o n s progress. 

7. Has the m a t r i x w i t h s t a r t / e n d dates and c r i t i c a l resources been 
presented t o FRA yet? I f so, would you p r o v i d e SEA w i t h a copy? 

A l i m i t e d m a t r i x of s t a r t and completion dates and some c r i t i c a l 
resources ( c a l l e d "SIP A c c o u n t a b i l i t y Worksheets") was pr e s e n t e d t o FRA 
p r i o r t o I t s f i l i n g of comments on the DEIS. This i n f o r m a t i o n was 
l i m i t e d t o s p e c i f i c areas of i n t e r e s t i d e n t i f i e d by FRA and was 
accomplished i.nf o r m a l l y w i t h FRA's commitment t o - a m t a i n t h e 
c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y of the document. FRA r e f l , ; c t e d i t s u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t 
many o f t h . s t a r t and co m p l e t i o n dates are p r o j e c t i o n s a t t h i s time and 
w i l l change as new i n f o r m a t i o n i s gathered and circumstances are 
a l t e r e d . We are concerned about m a i n t a i n i n g the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y of the 
m a t r i x because i t c o n t a i n s p r o p r i e t a r y business p l a n s . I n o r d e r t o 
rel e a s e t h i s m a t r i x t o SEA, we would request the same l e v e l o f 
commitment t o c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y as t h a t p r o v i d e d by FRA. 

8. Please d e s c r i b e your e f f o r t s t o i d e n t i f y and r e s o l v e r a i l r o a d c u l t u r a l 
d i f f ereiices . 
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Norfolk Southern i s encouraged by the increasing r e a l i z a t i o n that 
the s i m i l a r i t i e s between Norfolk Southern and Conrail g r e a t l y exceed the 
d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s . As contacts between Norfolk Southern and Conrail 
people increase, the areas of commonality are becoming more apparent. 
Norfolk Southern's focus i s upon creatin-- a common culture for the new 
Norfolk Southern, not i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of differences. 

Both Ccnrail and Norfolk Southern are the product of e a r l i e r 
consolidations of m u l t i p l e r a i l r o a d s , each of which were former 
competitors w i t h unique cultures. Therefore, both companies and t h e i r 
employees are f a m i l i a r w i t h the requirements and challenges of combining 
r,.'>il operations and employees. 

Each NS implementation team has a Conrail l i a i s o n , appointed by 
Conrail at NS' request. While t3am contacts are by no means l i m i t e d to 
the single l i a i s o n , that person plays an invaluable r o l e m steering 
data i n q u i r i e s t o the correct source w i t h i n Conrail, responding to NS 
questions, and myriad other forms of cooperation already i n place 
between the two companies at a working l e v e l . 

The implementation leadership of Conrail and Norfolk Southern are 
i n d a i l y contact on a myriad of issues. On any one day numerous- E-mail 
message^ and telephone c a l l s are exchanged. In addition the leaders 
meet r e g u l a r l y i n Philadelphia and elsewhere on Conrail. 

As the STB i s well-aware, many of Norfolk Southern's p r i n c i p a l 
consultants i n developing i t s c o n t r c l a p p l i c a t i o n were former Conrail 
employees. Working w i t h these people provided Norfolk Southern with 
useful i n s i g h t s i n t o the Conrail culture from the outset, and som.e of 
these people continue to advise Norfolk Southern i n important areas of 
implementation planning. 

In a d d i t i o n , Norfolk Southern recently h i r e d six Conrail employees 
to assume po s i t i o n s of s t r a t e g i c significance w i t h i n the Norfolk 
Southern organization (including as Director of Safety for NS); 
add i t i o n a l o f f e r s to c e r t a i n Conrail employe.js can be expected i n the 
near fu t u r e . These new Norfolk Southern employees are helping NS to 
b u i l d strong bridges to employees remaining at Conrail and provide 
excellent i n s i g h t ir-to the best approaches to assure smooth, r e l a t i v e l y 
painless implementation. 

Norfolk Southern uses several methods to communicate d i r e c t l y with 
a l l Conrail employees. Our weekly report to NS employees on Conraii 
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implementation -- the Implementation Update -- also i s d i s t r i b u t e d 
widely w i t h i n Conrail. A recent video by Norfolk Southern's 
im.plementation leadership answering questions about the transaction 
posed by a Conrail interviewer w i l l be available t o a l l Conrail 
employees and l i k e l y w i l l be followed by a d d i t i o n a l videos as more 
answers to questions become available. Other p e r i o d i c a l communications 
are d i s t r i b u t e d w i t h i n Conrail and Norfolk Southern. 

Norfolk Southern's Training Department i s preparing an o r i e n t a t i o n 
program for both current and new Norfolk Southern employees. This 
program w i l l focus s p e c i f i c a l l y upon i n t e g r a t i o n of the two cultures. 

To f u r t h e r supplement the discussion i n Section V of the NS Safety 
I n t e g r a t i o n Plan f i l e d with the STB, I enclose a l e t t e r recently 
provided to FRA addressing our f u r t h e r thoughts regarding the manner i n 
v'hich and processes by which "team build\ng" and safety culture 
i n t e g r a t i o n w i l l be fostered during the consolidation of NS and Conrail 
Management and work forces. 

9. How do you provide incentives or mechanisms to encourage prompt 
notification of safety problems in situations where safety p r i o r i t i e s 
may conflict with schedule pressures? 

Norfolk Southern has made i t clear to i t s employees over the years 
that safety i s the com.pany's highest p r i o r i t y . A strong and v i s i b l e 
management commitment to safety has created a work environment-a safety 
c u l t u r e - i n which agreement employees and supervision a l l believe that 
safety i s the top p r i o r i t y for a l l a c t i v i t i e s undertaken on the 
r a i l r o a d . This safety-dominated o r i e n t a t i o n provides assurance to 
employees that management w i l l support actions that prevent ac-idents 
and i n j u r i e s and f u r t h e r enhance NS' safety process and goals. There 
are often schedule pressures when one i s t r y i n g to run an e f f i c i e n t 
t i a n s p o r t a t i o n business. NS makes i t clear to everyone i n the company 
that safety must take precedence over a schedule. 

NS has a number of mechanisms i n place to encourage prompt 
n o t i f i c a t i o n of safety problems. NS explains i t s commitment to safety 
i n i t s Six Point Safety Action Plan and i t s Six Tenets of Safety. NS' 
operating rules and safety and general conduct rules provide avenues f c r 
reporting unsafe matters and ensuring c o r r e c t i o n . NS has an I n t e r n a l 
Control Plan, a complaint procedure f o r accident/incident reporting, and 
requires complete and accurate re p o r t i n g of i l l accidents, incidents and 
occupatior.r-.l illnesses a r i s i n g from the -iperating of the r a i l r o a d . 
Safety suggestion boxes and hot l i n e s are provided throughout the 
system. Safety committees provide an avenue for the exchange of 
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information, discussion of safety issues and reporting of unsafe acts 
and safety problems. NS provides recognition for safety achievement, 
through, among other things, safetv banquets and award ceremonies, stock 
incentive programs, and family a c t i v i t i e s . 

F i n a l l y , NS subscribes to the b e l i e f , which i t imparts to i t s 
employees, that no job i s so important and no task so urgent that an 
employee cannot take the necessary time to perform his or her work 
safely. 

We appreciate t h i s opportunity to respond to SEA's questions. 

Enclosure 



N O R F O L K 
S O U T H E R N 

Norfolk Southem Corporation 
Law Department 
Three Commercial Place 
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9241 

Writer'* Direct Dial Numb«r 

•oQer A. Pete 
General Attorney 

(757) 
(757) 

629-2844 
629-2607 

January 26, 1998 
(fax) 

Ronald R. Nevnnan 
Staff Director 
Motive Power and Equipment 
U S. Department of Transportation 
iederal Railroad Administration 
Office of Safety Assurance & Compliance 
RRS-14, Mail Stop 25 
400 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20509 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

In follow-up to discussions at Norfclk Southern's meeting 
with you of January 14, 1998 regarding tho NS Safety Integration 
Plan ("SIP"), we are writing to provide FVA with our further 
thoughts regarding the manner in which and processes by which 
"team building" and safety culture integration w i l l be fostered 
during the consolidation of NS and Conrail management and 
workforces. We note that Section V of the SIP, "The NS-Conrail 
Safety Integration Process," discusses a number of i n i t i a t i v e s in 
this area. We are herein providing some additional and updated 
information, as well as reiterating some of the information 
discussed in the SIP and elsewhere in the Control Application 
f i l e d with the Surface Transportation Board ("STB"). 

We begin by highlighting the fact that NS has recently hired 
six Conrail management o f f i c i a l s ior important leadership 
positions at NS, most of which w i l l have direct bearing on the 
safe and effi c i e n t integration of NS and Conrail operations and 
personnel. 

• John M. Samuels, Conraii's Vice President Operating 
Assets, has been appointed, effective January 16, 1998, as 
Vice President Operations Planning and Budget in NS' 
operating division. Mr. Samuels worked in a variety of 
executive positions at Conrail since 1978. Mr. Samuels has 
relocated to NS' headquarters in Norfolk, Virginia. In his 
new position, Mr. Samuels brings substantial background and 
understanding of Conrail's operating practices to a high 
level position at the new NS. Mr. Samuels w i l l be directly 
involved in the development of future Operations budgets. 

AmP' can Van Lmes lnc 
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• William L. Barringer, J r . , Conrail's Director of Safety, 
has been hired, effective January 16, 1998, to become 
Director of Safety at WS. Mr. Barringer has worked for 
Conrril and i t s predecessor (Penn Central) for some 24 
years, and has been Conrail's Director of Safety since 1990. 
Mr. Barringer i s relocating to Roanoke, Virginia, the s i t e 
of NS' Environmental and Safety Office. As Director of 
Saxety for NS, Mr. Barringer w i l l be in a position to 
directly a s s i s t in the assessment and development of the 
beft safety practices on the expanded NS. Mr. Barringer's 
r sponsibilities w i l l cover the entire NS system. However, 
given Mr. Barringer's intimate knowledge of Conrail and i t s 
safety processes, he i s expected to play a key role in the 
safety integration proce&s. 

• Daniel M. Mazur, Conrail's Assistant Vice President Asset 
Management and Development, Unit Train Service Group, has 
been hired, effective January 12, 1998, as Assistant Vice 
President Strategic Planning for NS. Mr. Mazur has over 25 
years of railroad sales and marketing experience. He was 
Penn Central's Director Planning and Control when i t became 
part of Conrail in 1976, so he brings with him more than 20 
years of experience at Conrail and i t s predecessor lines. 

• Joseph E. Arsenault, Conrail's Director-Systems 
Development, has been appointed Director-Systems Development 
for NS, effective February 1, 1998. Mr. Arsenault has 
worked for Conrail since 19Z6, advancing from a computer 
programmer position to positions of increasing 
responsibility in the information systems area. Mr. 
Arsenault w i l l carry out his NS position in offices in 
Philadelphia, and w i l l be directly involved in the process 
of integrating Conrail and NS informatinn systems in order 
to support the requirements of the expanded NS. 

• Richard J. Davison, Director-Selection and Placement in 
Conrail's Human Resources department, has been hired as 
Director-Selection and Placement for NS, effective February 
1, 1998. Mr. Davison has been in his current Conrail 
position since 1996, and has worked for Conrail since 1977. 
Mr. Davison's knowledge of Conra:1 personnel w i l l be a 
valuable asset in the selection, assignment and integration 
of Conrail personnel into the expanded NS. 

• James Newton, President of Conrail's multi-modal 
subsidiary ConrailDirect, was appointed as President of 
Triple Crown Services ("TCS") in November 1997. Newton had 
been with Conrail in a variety of commercial and marketing 
positions for 20 years. TCS operates bimodal RoadRailer 
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units which combine the functionality of conventional 
highway t r a i l e r s with the capability of riding directly on 
the r a i l s . TCS was created by NS in 1986, but since 1993 i t 
has been operated as a 50/50 joint venture between NS and 
Conrail. Following the acquisition of Conrail by NS and 
CSX, TCS w i l l be wholly owned by NS. TCS plays an important 
role in NS' intermodal marketing and service, which role 
w i l l be even more important as the NS system expands into 
new service t e r r i t o r i e s . 

NS has been judicious in the pre-control hiring of Conrail 
managers, since i t i s obviously in NS' long-term interest that 
Conrail continue to be operated effectively p^e-control by an 
experienced managerial st a f f . I t i s no accident that most of the 
Conrail o f f i c i a l s hired by NS to date have experience in and w i l l 
serve in areas of particular importance to the integration 
effort. As explained in NS' SIP, NS places great value on the 
knowledge and experience of Conrail's managers and employees. 
The hiring of the above individuals i s a prominent i l l u s t r a t i o n 
of NS' determination to draw upon that knowledge and experience. 
I t also manifests NS' view that "team building" w i l l be fostered 
by having former Conrail and NS managers working together in 
positions of responsibility at the "new" NS. These early 
appointments w i l l help NS move more quickly and effectively down 
the path toward integration. 

AP we also explained in the SIP, NS and Conrail 
representatives have been meeting frequently for months in a 
variety of functional areas. Many of these meetings have been 
formal, like the joint operating divisions meetings of November 
1997 described at Page 42 of the SIP. But there have also been a 
large number of informal contacts, many on a one-to-one basis, 
between NS and Conrail personnel. Members of the NS transition 
teams have been working diligently to learn as much as possible 
about Conrail's operations, policies, procedures and people, and 
have had informational contacts with their counterparts at 
Conrail in the f i e l d by telephone and through other means of 
communication. Th<̂ se contacts have not been one-sided; not only 
has NS been learning about Conrail, but Conrail o f f i c i a l s and 
employees have also been learning about NS. While the more 
formalized programs and meetings are valuable, the informal one-
to-one contacts between NS and Conrail employees may well be the 
most effective means of furthering the integration process and 
enabling employees to become comfortable with each other and with 
the future expanded NS. 

The nature of the anticipated consolidation of NS and 
Conrail operations encourages the retention of Conrail's 
institutional knowledge. This consolidation involves personnel 
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of two companies with a history of working cooperatively. The 
largely end-to-end nature of the NS and Conraii systems has made 
i t mutually beneficial for NS and Conrail to work together over 
the years to develop and maintain e f f i c i e n t and competitive 
interline service. NS and Conrail have also been equal partners 
in operating TCS. There i s thus a history of mutual respect and 
cooperation rather than a history of substantial head-to-head 
competition. NS and Conrail are not h i s t o r i c a l r i v a l s like th3 
Pennsylvania and New York Central or the Unicn Pa c i f i c and 
Southern Pacific (to use only two examples). There i s no 
ingrained "us" versus "them" mentality at the two companies. 
This w i l l greatly enhance the a b i l i t y of Conrail managers and 
employees to become integrated with their NS counterparts. 

Moreover, the essentially end-to-end nature of this 
consolidation means that NS w i l l be operating in some entirely 
new geographic areas. NS has been carefully studying these 
areas, which w i l l be new to i t s system, but s t i l l has much to 
learn about them. NS recognizes that i t would be 
counterproductive to f a i l to take advantage of the experience and 
expertise of Conrail managers and employees with regard to these 
t e r r i t o r i e s . Indeed, i t i s anticipated that cn Day 1 (the date 
of the " s p l i t " of Conrail operations between NS and CSX), the 
Conrail lines and f a c i l i t i e s being alJocated to NS w i l l be 
operated on a day-to-day basis by v i r t u a l l y the same individuals 
who operate them today. 

In i t s f i l i n g s to the STB, NS has indicated that this 
transaction w i l l not result in large-scale reductions in 
personnel. Indeed, in some of the operating areas that are 
viewed as c r i t i c a l to safety, such as train and engine service 
and dispatching, i t i s anticipated there w i l l be no net loss of 
job positions whatsoever. As reflected in the labor impact 
statement submitted with the Control Application, the projected 
job loss over three years i s only 3.6% of total 1996 employment 
at CSX, NS and Conrail. Such a job loss rate i s actually below 
the national average a t t r i t i o n rats for railroads. 

While there w i l l be some reductions in some managerial 
areas, particularly in redundant support operations, NS plans to 
offer employment to a large number of current Coniail managers 
post-control. In order to f a c i l i t a t e t h i s process, and to 
provide information to Conrail's management employees about i t , 
NS (as well as CSX) has taken a number of actions. In September 
1997, NS and CSX held two weeks of informational sessions in 
Philadelphia for Conrail nonagreement personnel. In October and 
November, 1997, the respective Human Resource Departments of NS 
and CSX conducted preliminary interviews with Conrail non-
agreement employees. In December, 1997, NS and CSX jointly 
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announced to Conrail non-agreement employees the structure and 
timetable for the employment process that would be followed after 
the f i r s t of the year. The process w i l l include several months 
of interviews by individual NS departments (NS' Information 
Technology Department began interviews with Conrail non-agreement 
employees on January 19, 1998, and the remaining departments are 
scheduled for such interviews through March). Employment offers 
w i l l be made on or after May 1, 1998, to be effective on the 
control date and thereafter. 

NS also has taken steps to resolve differe-ces between 
various policies, practices and programs of par cular interest 
to non-agreement employees. For example, in November 1997, NS' 
Board of Directors took steps to amend NS' Retirement Plan to 
provide that Conrail employees who join NS can get credit for 
their Conrail non-agreement service (and can get credit for 
agreement service after five years of non-agreement service). NS 
i s also reviewing i t s various benefit plans, policies and 
programs, from vacation to short-term salary continuance to 
401(k) participation, with the goal of rodifying these to remove 
length of service requirements that would otherwise bar 
participation by Conrail employees who join NS. Additionally, NS 
has modified i t s relocation package in order to make i t 
sufficient enough to relieve Conrail employees c-f many of the 
worries and concerns related to relocation. Taking these steps 
not only increases the likelihood that Conrail employees w i l l 
join the new NS, but also, by addressing their personal 
transition concerns, conveys to them NS' commitment to making 
them part of the "team." 

Naturally, hiring sufficient employees mandates that such 
employees receive adequate training and development. NS has 
established a corporate training team, and each transaction team 
that has responsibility for integration of functions i s 
participating, insofar as training needs are identified, with 
respect to establishment of timetables and allocation of 
resources necessary to accomplish the training subsequent to 
control date, but prior to closing, as conditions warrant. I t i s 
anticipated that the expanded NS w i l l continue to u t i l i z e 
training f a c i l i t i e s at Conrail as appropriate. Furthermore, as 
the SIP indicates, NS w i l l continue to operate Conrail a c t i v i t i e s 
until such time as NS i s confident that a changeover can be 
successfully implemented. 

NS has taken steps to establish lines of communication with 
Conrail employees. For example, as mentioned in the SIP, NS has 
been distributing i t s company magazine, Thoroughbred Paces, to 
most Conrail employees since early 1997. NS has also made a 
concerted effort to keep i t s own employees informed about the 
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Conrail transaction and to educate them about Conrail. NS has 
been distributing a weekly implementation Update newsletter. 
Articles or items about Conrail and i t s heritage are regularly 
included in these publications. NS i s considering other actions 
and a c t i v i t i e s to foster communication and cultural integration. 
Included in t h i s i s consideration of a two-way mentoring program, 
in which Conrail and NS employees would mentor each other as part 
of the integration process. 

In short, throughout the entire planning process, NS has 
given recognition to the word "integration"—j.?., "to bring 
together or give equal opportunity and consideration to a group, 
to meld w i t h " — t h i s i s the essence of creating a smooth 
transition to the "new" NS. We hope that the above information 
a s s i s t s you in further understanding NS' approach to these 
important safety integration issues. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the undersigned i f you have any questions about these 
matters. 

Very truly yours, 

Roger A. Petersen 
General Attorney 

Charles J. Wehrmeister 
Assistant Vice President-
Safety and Environmental 
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bcc: S. C. Tobias 
P. N. Austin 
J . L. Manetta 
P. R. Ogden 
A. R. Plump, Esq. 
C. J . Wehrmeister 
D. A. Brown 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

WaBbington, DC 20423 

Seciion of Environmental .4nalysis 

February . 1 . 1998 

Joan E. Eaton, Clerk D n P i i l l ' S C M T 
Huntington Township Trustees U U U U h'j t IM I 
48401 Bursley Road 
Wellington. OH 44090 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388; CSX and NS -- Control and Acquisition --
Conrail: Request for Extension of Comment Period 

Dear Ms. Eaton: 

Thank you for your letter of February 3. is)98 requesting an extension of time to file 
comments regarding the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (Draft EIS) for the Proposed 
Conrail Acquisition. The Surface Transportation Board's (Bc .ird) Sect'on of Environmental 
Analysis (SEA) prepared the Draft EIS to address the potential environ .nental effects ofthe 
Proposed Conrail Acauisition and to propose possible measures to mitigate those effects. 

SEA recognizes the complexity of issues facing townships such as yours and appreciates 
your request for an extension ofthe 45-day public review and comment period, fhe 45-da\ 
public review and comment period provided by SEA for the Draft EIS is required by the Council 
on Environmental Quality's regulations implementing the National Environmental Policy Act. 
Consistent with this requirement. SEA established February 2, 1998 as the due date for public 
comments on the environmental analysis, potential environmental impacts, and preliminar> 
recommended mitigation in the Draft EIS. Also, because SEA is conducting this environmental 
review process within the Board's well-defined procedural schedule, we must allow sufficient 
time to review and respond to the public comments and to conduct appropriate additional 
analysis to include in the Final EIS. Accordingly. SE.A is unable to extend the comment period. 

SEA will consider all written comments to thc Draft EIS that are received by February 2, 
1998 and incc .7orate lhem into the Final EIS. The Final EIS will include SEA's final 
recommendations to the Board on possible mitigation measures to address the potential 
environmental effects ofthe Proposed Conrail Acquisition. SEA plans to issue the Final EIS in 



late-May 1998. The Board will hold an open voting conference on June 8, 1998 and intends to 
issue its final written decision on July 23, 1998. In making its final decision on the Proposed 
Conrail Acquisition, the Board will consider the entire environmental record, including the Draft 
EIS. the Final EIS. and all public comments. 

Thank you for your interest in the Proposed Conrail Acquisition. If you have any further 
questions, please contact SEA's toll-free Environmental Hotline at 1-888-869-1997. 

Sincerely yours. 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Seciion of Environmental Analysis 



Huntington Township Trustees 

Tnistces 
Maiy Beth Dfcrikito 647-2590 
Hurt RoUin 647-3486 
imcst H. Hartman 647-3723 

.loan E. Eaton, Clerk 

February 3, 1998 48401 Bursley Road 
WcllinilapUlbio 

CENTRAL/IPMNISTRATIVE UNIT 

DOCUMENT f^^a^jQl^iS^Pm 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Environmental Filing 
Office of the Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Figance Docket No. 33388 
Surface Transportation Brard 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, OC 20423-0001 

Re: Proposed Acqui .ition of Conrail by 
Norfolk Souther!. Railroad and CSX Railroad 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

We have just received a ccpy of your letter of December 12, 1997, which 
asks for comments regard'ng the above proposed acquisition. 

We wish to ask i f this comment time could be extended, as i t does not 
give adequate time for p-'ople to be notified to respond. 

We do not have a Conrail crossing in our township but feel that we would 
s t i l l be affected because of our fir e and ambulance service coming from the 
neighboring town of Wellington, which does have a Conrail crossing. 

Thank you for consicering our comments. 

Very truly yours 

HUNTINGTON TOWNSHIP TRÛ fFES 

if 

Joan E. Eoton, Clerk 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT January 22, 1998 

Gail M. 
612 Main 
Vermilio 

Elaine K Kaiser, Chief 
Finance Docket No 33388 
surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW, Room 500 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Dear Ms. Kaiser; 

As a resident and business owner located i n Vermilion, Ohio, I 
am requesting that you provide the necessary protection of the North 
shore communities of Lake Erie from the harms created by the proposed 
r a i l mergers. Vermilion, l i k e i t s s i s t e r lake shore communities, i s 
densely populated, with housing, churches, businesses and schools 
w i t h i n 500 feet of the CSX and NS tracks. The proposed merger would 
increase r a i l t r a f f i c four times the current volume as well as 
increase the hazardous transports from nine thousand (9,000) cars to 
t h i r t y two (32,000) cars per year. 

You state i n your environmental analysis that /ou intend to 
recommend to CSX ana NS c e r t a i n emergency response plans be prepared 
for communities i n case of a s p i l l . This i s laudable, but 
considering the increased p r o b a b i l i t y of a s p i l l because of su-rh high 
volume of hazardous materials i n such close proximity to Lake Erie, 
i n s u f f i c i e n t . Surely we have learned something from the Valde^ s p i l l 
i n Alaska keep hazards away from water sources. This i s not the 
wilderness, northern Ohio i s dependent on Lake Erie for potable 
water. 

The proposed merger w i l l send over f i f t y (50) t r a i n s each day 
through the heart of Vermilion. The tracks cross each north t.o south 
s t r e e t , e f f e c t i v e l y c u t t i n g Vermilion i n h a l f . This is a very unsafe 
system f o r the timely response for f i r e , police and emergency medical 
vehicles. With over two t r a i n s per hour, t h i s means too frequent 
delays for north/south t r a f f i c seeking access to major i n t e r s t a t e 
highways. 

Today the Cleveland Plain Dealer reports that the merger 
proponents promise ninety (90) jobs i n the Collinwood yards; as a 
"creation of jobs and service to the community." Ninety jobs i n 
Cleveland does not enhance any other community for the cost i n 
safety, decrease i n property values or q u a l i t y of l i f e drained from 
i t by t h i s proposai. 

Very/truly yours, / / // 

Gail M. Schaffer / 
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MAIN TOWERS 
330 East Main Street 
Newark, Delaware 19711 
(302) 737-9574 
TDD (302) 761-0700 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

January 14, 1998 

Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street NW, 5th Floor/Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

CENTRAL ADMINISI.WIVE UNIT 
REC'D: i / ^ f / f j 

To Section of Environmental Analysis: 

I am w r i t i n g t h i s l e t t e r 'o request our Compaay name bein>; taken 
o f f your mailing l i s t . We have received several mailings irom 
your company and we are i n no further need of any more Information. 

I would appreciate your cooperation in t h i s matter. Tt would r l s o 
save you monies i n postage. 

Sincerely, 

Claire Manista 
Asst. Manager 

u \ i i i - t i l ••' C 

dCCC.SS t',. or llc.i'Jll 

• I •• • • i!u - KIMS ;•/ hdi\ci,-apped status in thc. admission or 
ii,nii.-!ii ill. i!s li\ii-rdl!ii iiss/-.'i J /I'ograni.s dnd activilies. 



STB FD-33388 1-16-98 K ID-PUBLIC 



ENViHuî iViENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

I'.hmc K Kaiser 
nnvironmental Pmject Director 
SectidP o f l n\in>nniont;il Anaivsis 
l i r , > ^ s s ; 

Dear Ms Kaiser 

[Ills letter is in regards \o the Proposed .Acquisition ofCini ra i l h\ Norlblk Southern 
Railroad and ( " S \ Railroad We are against an\ aetuiisiiion that u i l l increase the amount 
o f rail tratVic throiiuh our suhurh ofRocKV Ri \c i V\ f ,ii i- pi(>s(>nti\ do'vn to just one track 
and less rail tratlic than in pre\lous \cais fhis is helter hecatise there i ̂  less noise 
pollution and all pedestrian and \ehicle crossings a-e safer In the fu'.ne we uou ld not 
want lo see anv road crossings closeil in Roekv R u e I akeucuHi or an\ other cities 
throui'h which tlu-sc tiacks run \ \ c think this ai (juisition is a had idea for ail the suburbs 
a flee ted 

Thank vou. 

.Illl and Brian DutVin 
->25 \ o r t h c l i t r [ > 
R(Kk\ P i \ c r O i l 44! 16 
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United States Department ofthe Interior 'lu.;^ 
USH.ANDWItDI.IM- Sl KVK l 

I cologiciil Scrv iCt". 
f)\)50-Aniericina P.irkway. Suitt M 
Reynoldshurg. Ohio 4.W68-41.^: Iv'.AlL ji 

(614) 469-6923/FAX (614) 469-6919 \. . .̂ ''̂ •'̂ ACEMENT 

October 17, 1997 ^ / y ^ ^ ^ ® ^ ^ v / 

Ms. E l a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Washington DC 20423 

ENVrBb;v..,L^«TAL 
DOCUMENT 

RE: Finance Docket No. 33388—CSX and N o r f o l k S o u t h e r n — A c q u i s i t i o n and 
C o n t r o l — C o n r a i l : Environmental Assessment; Finance Docket No.33388 
(Sub Nos.l, 3, 4, and 7) 

Uear Ms. K a i s e r : 

This responds t o your October 2, 1997 l e t t e r r e q u e s t i n g our comments on t h e 
p r o j e c t r e f e r e n c e d above. The fo u r c o n s t r u c t i o n (connection) p r o j e c t s i n Ohio 
are l o c a t e d as f o l l o w s : 

No. 1 C r e s t l i n e , Crawford County, Ohic 
No, 3 Greenwich, Huron County, Ohio 
No. 4 Sidney, Shelby County, Ohio 
No. 7 Bucyrus, Crawford County, Ohio 

We note, t h a t N a t i o n a l Wetland I n v e n t o r y Maps were used t o i d e n t i f y p o t e n t i a l 
wetlands i n t h e p r o j e c t areas. While these maps are very good, they are not 
100 per cent accurate. Thus, we recommend t h a t o n s i t e i n s p e c t i o n s be 
conducted a t C r e s t l i n e , Sidney and Bucyrus t o v e r i f y t h e absence of wetlands 
and p o t e n t i a l impacts. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES COM.MENTS: The proposed p r o j e c t s l i e w i t h i n t h e range of 
the I n d i a n a b a t , a F e d e r a l l y l i s t e d endangered Fpecies. Summer h a b i t a t 
requirements f o r the species are not w e l l d e f i n e d but the f o l l o w i n g are 
thought t o be of importance: 

1. Dead t r e e s and snags along r i p a r i a n c o r r i d o r s e s p e c i a l l y those w i t h 
e x f o l i a t i n g bark or c a v i t i e s i n the t r u n k or branches which may be useO as 
m a t e r n i t y r o o s t areas. 

2. L've t r e e s (such as shagbark h i c k o r y ) which have e x f o l i a t i n g bark. 

3. Stieam c o r r i d o r s , r i p a r i a n areas, and nearby woodlots which p r o v i d e forage 

s i t e s . 



Considering the above items, we recommend that i f trees w i t h c a v i t i e s or 
e x f o l i a t i n g bark (which could be pot e n t i a l roost trees) are encountered i n the 
project areas, they and surrounding trees should be saved wherever possible. 
I f they must be cut, they should not be cut between A p r i l 15 and September 15. 

I f desirable trees are present, and i f the above time r e s t r i c t i o n i s 
unacceptable, mist net or other surveys should be conducted t o det.:rmine i f 
bats are present. The survey should be designed and conducted i n coordination 
wit.i the endangered species coordinator for t h i s o f f i c e , Mr. Buddy Fazio. The 
survey should be conducted i n June cr July since the bats would only be 
expected i n the project area from approximately A p r i l 15 t o September 15. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

)(i^ }y'].rJ^ 
/ ^ K e n t E. Kr 

ly Supe rv i so r 
Kroonemeyer 

per 

cc: DOW, W i l d l i f e Environmental Section, Columbus, OH 
ODWR, Division of Real Estate and Land Management, Columbus, OH 
Ohio EPA, Water Quality Monitoring, Attn: C. Crook, Columbus, OH 
US EPA, Office of Environmental Review, Chicago, IL 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington. DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

October 22, 1997 

Honorable Scott Oelslager 
Ohio State Senate 
Senate Building 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Re: Finance Docket No 3.1388 -- CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 
Acquisition -- Conrail Request for Infonnation on the Environmental Review 
Process 

Dear Senator Oelslager: 

Thank you for your letter dated September 23, 1997 on behalf of the City of Cincinnati 
This letter is in response to concems raised by the City about through-freight movements m the 
linear park system along the north bank of the Ohio River and the proposed abandonment ofthe 
Riverfront Running Track The City also expressed concerns about proposals for trackage rights 
over the Riverfront Running Track 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review o^ the potential environmental impacts associated wuh the 
proposed Conrail acquisition, including any proposed rail line abandonments, and will prepare 
an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) A copy of the Final Scope of the EIS is enclosed for 
your reference As pari of its environmental review, SEA will considei the environmental 
eflVcts associated with any inconsistent and responsive applications (such as requests for 
trackage rights) submitted in response to the primary application filed by CSX, Norfolk 
Southern, and Conrail Under the procedural schedule adopted by the Board, inconsistent and 
responsive applications must be submitted to the Board by October 21, 1997. 

Under the procedural schedule, SEA plans to issue the Draft EIS in November 1997. 
with a forty-five dav public review and comment period After conductini, an independent 
environmental analysis, reviewing a'.l environmental information available to date, consulting 
with appropnate agencies, and fullv considering all public comments, SEA plans to issue a Final 



EIS in April 1998 for consideration by the Board In its final decision, the Board will consider 
the entire environmental record, including all public comments, the Draft ElS, and the Final EIS 
The Board will issvie its final written decision in June 1998 

If you need further assistance or have additional questions concerning the environmental 
review process, please contact Mike Dalton, SEA Project Manager for the Conrail acquisition, at 
(202)565-1530 

Sincerelv yours. 

^ / Ud<^ 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

Enclosure 
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JTM INDUSTRIES. IXC. 

ENVihONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

COMMERCE PLAZA 
.'iloo TILGHMAN STREET 
BUILDING 2. SUITE 255 
ALLENTOWN PA 1810U 
OFFICE (610) 366-1959 

DISPATCH (800) 786-1066 (U S ONLY) 
FAX (610) 366-1968 

7 October 15, 1997 

Honorable Vernon A. Wixlxams, Secretary 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Niercury B u i l d i n g , # 7 i i 
192 5 K S t r e e t , 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

RE. Finance Docket No. 33388 
i„SX c o r p o r a t i o n ana CSX T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , Inc. 
N o r f o l k Southern Corporation and 
No r f o l k Southern Railway Company 
--Control and Operating Leases/Agreements --
C o n r a i l Inc. and Consolidated R a i l C o r p o r a t i o n 

Dear Secr e t a r y W i l l i a m s , 

I am w r i t i n g t o you t o support the request by Reading Blue 
Mountain R a i l r o a d (RBMN) t o interchange w i t h ti.e DHRC from the 
Lehigh Line w i t h o u t p e n a l t y , and the r i g h t t o a l l o w DHRC o^•er the 
Reading D i v i s i o n and out c f Reading. 

I ami the Coneral Manager of the Northeast Region of JTM 
I n d u s t r i e s , Inc. (JTM), a by-product management company, which 
has a s a t e l l i t e o f f i c e i n Allentown, Pennsylvania. For the past 
several years we have been s h i p p i n g approximately 150,000 tons of 
coal combustion by-products from Connecticut t o Pennsylvania f o r 
mine r e c l a m a t i o n . JTM has invested over one m i l l i o n d o l l a r s i n a 
t e r m i n a l f o r handling coal combustion by-products on the RBMN, 
and are c o n t i n u i n g t o pursue a d d i t i o n a l business. 

I t i s my b e l i e f t h a t i n c r e a s i n g a c c e s s i b i l i t y v i a r a i l t o 
thc r e g i o n w i l l prou'iote a J i l i u ioucil business Lot tne r e g i o n 
through c o m p e t i t i o n . I would be a v a i l a b l e t o discuss the issue 
w i t h you a*" your convenience. 

Thank you 

Si n c e r e l y , 

^ u t̂ .̂ 
Stephen T. BenVa 
General Manager 
Northeast Region 

STB:tl 

WS\STB\SBJRBM1 
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A t t n : SEA-F:-nance Docket ?3388 

W«- as s i x t h gradpr.<5 at Horace Mann Middle School request 
that the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board cor^e t o Lakewood t o review 
the s i t u a t i o n we ha^e i n ••his unique rommunity cf apDroximatel y 
9000 c h i l d r e n t o hold a p u b l i c i n t r e s t hearina. N o r f o l k 8. 
Southern R a i l road i s o l a n n i n o t o ^dd about 34 more t r a i n s per dav 
t h a t w i l l run throuah our Henselv r o r u l a t e , ; c i t y on Lake E r i e . We 
are w o r r i e d . 

Here are ?ome of the probl»ms. 

Mv home town i n Lakewood. Ohio ha.>? been r u t i n dana-r bv 
TRAINS! an5 i t ' s a e t t i n a o\it of c o n t r o l now. I hear^d vour 
l " t t i n a 38 t r a i n s throuah Lakewood. I f o r ui.-• would net allow i t 
i f T were mavor. The c h i l d r p n ? r o r u l a t i o n i s about '̂ 000 and many 
of these c h i l d r e n r r o s s the tracks se'/er^l times each dav to and 
from s c h o o l . I bet each time •-hosp chi 1 dren . i nr 1 udi no 'T>V<!P1 f . are 
r r o s s i n a the t r a - k s thev're t h i n k i n a what mioht hapoen vo ••hem 
i f a t r a m was corrtsnina bv. What vpu are dcinq i s p u t t i n a f r i e n d s , 
neiahbors . seniors and f a m i l v meoers at ri.^K. What would haoren 
also i f t h e r e was a f i r e on the Gold Coast are emerqencv 
v e h i c l e s would have t o ao a l l the t o the west end of town t o qet 
to a l o c a t i o n on the east side of town. I f a t r a m s o i l l e d t o x i c 
waste.evacuation procedures would be verv d i f f i l c u l t with^60,000 
neople.This had b e t t e r change f a s t or a whole l o t of oedTpe w i l l 
be s e r i o u s l y m i u r ^ e d ! 

Since r e l y yours 
Pl concerned c i t i z e n 
Thomas F. G i l b e r t 

ENVIRUi>i.^ENTAL 
DOCUPiAENT V •A 



/ ^ ^ [ . -
1215 A. Clifton Blvd. E N V I R O N M E N T A L 
Lakewood,Oh. 44107 1 V inv/l^mci^ I l-lfc. , 

October 8,1997 D O C U M E N T \ 
Surface Transportation Bd. V'- -
1925 K. St. N.W. x/TT-r 
Washington ,D.C 20423 

Attn: SEA-Finance Docket 33388 

The s i x t h and some of the seventh graders are w r i t i n g 
t r a i n s ?he Norfolk & Southern Railroad are planning on putting 34 t r a i n s 
through Leewood each day^and somethings could happen here are a fe.v 
problems that could happen: 

DToxic waste f a l l s and injures or k i l l s someone. 

2) Somebody could be d^ing and paramedics can't get there on time. 

3) Lots of kids have to go to school by going over the tracks but 
some k!ds «ant to beat the t r a i n s and don't quite make i t . 

4) Some kids put rocks on the tracks and i t backfires and injures 

somebody. 

Thank you for taking time o f f to read t h i s l e t t e r . 

Sincerely, 
Andy Keaney 



1215 W Cli'ton Bl\d 
Lakewood. Ohio 44107 
Octobers, mi 

Surlace Transportation Bd 
1925 K St., N.W 
Washington. DL lOAl} 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Attn; SEA - Finance Docket 33388 

We as sixth graders al Horace Mann Middle School lequesl lhal lhe Surface 
r̂ans^H)rtatlon Bof id come lo l.akeuood lo iev.ieu the silualioii vse have m this eoniinuniu ol 

approximaleK '-̂ 000 children lo hold a puhlic interest hearing Norfolk &. Southern Railroad is 
planning to add about 34 more trains per das that will run through our denseK populated eit> on 
Lake I Tie W e are worried 

I lere are some ofthe problems mxoUed lirst there are 60.000 people in a 6 square mile 
area. ^.000 are kids. Half of those kids cross the train tracks lo gel lo school 1 hink of ihe kids 
walking to school wearing headphones, they can t hear the train. the\ don t see the Hashing 
lights, lhere are no gales and boom. ihe\ are dead 

Second there is oni> one undei pass in the eit> oi" Lakew».K)d I hmk of all the people m 
lhe (iold Coast condominiums If the> need emeigent\ medical attention which could lead to 
their death 

I hird if thcfL- IS a toxic spill. b> the tram, the evacuation procedures would be vcr> 
difficult 

So as you can see with ail the problems the extra tram traffic would cause, we don't need 

or want these uains. 

Thank you for your lime Please i eip us oui 

Sincerely. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Nora \lcKe\noids 



J215W. Clifton Bhd. 
LakewiHMl. Ohio 44107 
October 8. 1997 

Surface Transportation Bd. 
1925 K St. >. 
^ ashinjrton. D. C. 2(1423 

Attn: SEA- Finance Docket 33J88 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

We as sixth graders at Horace Mann Middle School 
request that the Surface Transportation Board come to 
Lakewood to revie>. the unique station we have in this 
communit> of approximately 9000 children to hold a publ.c 
interest hearing.Norfolk and Southern Railrcad is planning to 
add about 34 more trains per day that will run through our 
densely populated cny on Lake Erie. \> e are worried. 

Here are some of the problems involved. W hen kids walk 
to school half of them cross the tracks. About two years ago, 
there was a kid that was killed by a train. If they triple the 
amount of trains they triple the amount of deathsl Also there 

only tw o under passes/this limits accessibility of emergency 
vehicles. If there is a toxic spill evacuation may be very 
difficult, and it will kill people anrf homes! Please help uŝ  by 

taking part in this war!'.'. 

Thank vou for your time. 
Please help us out. 

Sincerely, 
Emma Riley 



/ \ V* 

1215 W Clifton Blvd 
Lakewood Ohio 44107 
October 9 1997 

To Whom It May Concern 

ENVIROî rvlENTAL R 
DOCUMENT r 

These letters were written in response to Norfolk & Southern adding about 30 or 
more trains to the one-train-track that runs through our small city along Lake Erie, a city 
with many children who walk everywhere The sixth graders are worried about this 
situation and wanted to write to someone wno would listeri where it may make a 
difference They feel someone from Washington should come for a hearing to observe 
just what may happen here 

The purpose is two-fold As a teacher I want the students to know how to write 
letters well The second reason is that in social studies we must teach political action 
and doing something about a problem instead of just complaining Our proficiency 
tests warrant getting involved some way to see if it works 

I hope the letters and pictures done in chalk will make a difference We were 
studying how art is a big part of culture We learned about a screever in Boston who 
draws m chalk on sidewalks so we did the same on construction paper with railroads 
as a theme Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely. 

:^iL^ ^^/r^- yi^^'-c^Aufx 
Mrs Dianne Blackburn 
Horace Mann Middle School Teacher of Sixth Graders 



1215 W. Clifton Blvd. 
Lakewood, Ohio 441 07 
October 8, 1997 

Surface Transportation Bd. 
1925 K St. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

ENVIRONiViENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Attn: SEA - Finance Docket 33388 

We as sixth graders at Horace Mann Middle School request that the 
Surface Transporcation Board come to Lakewood to review the situation 
we have in this unique community of approximately 9000 children to hold 
a public interest hearing. Norfolk & Southern Railroad is planning to add 
about 34 more trains per day that will run through our densely populated 
city on Lake Erî >. We are worried. 

Here arp some of the problems involved. Half of the children in 
Lakewood cross the tracks to go to school almost everyday. If 34 trains 
are going through Lakewood, it could triple the amount of deaths. In 
addition, the police, firemen, and paramedics would have a problem 
getting to houses in an emergency. There are only two underpasses and 
this limits acces<;ibility to Lakewood Hospital which is south ofthe tracks. 
Also, a toxic ypin could be hazardous to the community and evacuation 
procedures would be very difficult. I hope they do not increase the 
amount of trains running through the suburbs. 

Thank you for your time. Please help us out. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Krivosh 

lr 

r 
L I VI- It 

mm wm 



October 10,1997 E N V i R G M E N T A L 

DOCUMENT 
Secretary, Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington D C 20423 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary, 

I am writing ,n regards to Norfolk Southern Railroad's plan to increase traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone in several communities 

increase risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

^Increased likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impo& sible due to the lake. 

*Potential delays of fire, medical and police forces reaching residents north 
of the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean the difference 
between life and death. 

*Coal dust exposure and noise pollution will result in serious health and 
safety issues. 

Ycu have an obligation to the public NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our communities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
raising the tram traffic trom 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a serious health and 
safety issue that cannot happen 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we would again encourage you to 
hold a local public interest hearing 

Mark Hill 
1159 Harwich CT 
Rocky River Ohio 44116 
216-331-6517 



19751 Riverwood Avenue 
Rocky R ive r , Ohio 44116 
Oct. 13, 1997 

Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: Sec re t a ry 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 
F.D. 33388 

ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUIAENT 

Dear S e c r e t a r y of the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board: 

As a r e s i d e n t of Rocky River, Ohio f o r the past 25 years, I am w r i t i n g t o 
f o r m a l l y p r o t e s t the proposed plans of Norf o l k Southern t h a t would increase 
the number of t r a i n s passing through my c i t y on a d a i l y b a s i s . 

My reasons are q u i t e elementary. I be l i e v e the increased t r a i n t r a f f i c w i l l 
r e s u l t i n t r i p l e the number of t r a i n s on the Cleveland-Vermilion r a i l l i n e . 
This w i l l e f f e c t i v e l y c u t o f f the northern s e c t i o n of my c i t y from the Rocky 
River F i r e Department, which has the Emergency Rescue Squads, and the Rocky 
River P o l i c e Department. 

The increased t r a i n s w i l l also spew f o r t h coal dust, harmfal t o the lungs of 
r e s i d e n t s , causing r e s p i r a t o r y i l l n e s s e s , and q u i t e probably, increase the 
number of hazardous cargo s p i l l s t h a t w i l l harm those i n the area. 

In my c i t y , t h e house p r i c e s are q u i t e high, i n c l u d i n g t h e homes near t o the 
r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . These homes w i l l understandably lose value w i t h the increase 
i n t r a i n t r a f f i c . 

r e s i d e n t s l i v i n g near the t r a i n s w i l l have sleep d i s t u r b a n c e s , noise p o l l u t i o n 
and the con s t a n t t h r e a t of t r a i n d erailments. 

Please add my l e t t e r of p r o t e s t t o the f i l e f o r the hearings. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

Ann C, McCauley 



ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

31123 Jonathan Lane 
Bay V i l l a g e , OH 44140 
October 14, 1997 

Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: Secretary 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2042J 
F.D. 33388 

Dear Secretary of the Surface T r a n s p c r t a t i o n Board: 

As a r e s i d e n t of Bay V i l l a g e , Ohio f o r the past 18 years and l i v i n g 
next t o the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s f o r the past 0 years, I am w r i t i n g t o 
f o r m a l l y p r o t e r t the proposed plans of N o r f o l k Southern t h a t would 
increase the number of t r a i n s passing through my c i t y and home on a 
d a i l y b a s i s . 

I b e l i e v e the increased t r a i n t r a f f i c w i l l r e s u l t i n t r i p l e the 
number of t r a i n s on the Cleveland-Vermilion r a i l l i n e . This w i l l 
e f f e c t i v e l y c u t o f f my c i t y from the c l o s e s t h o s p i t a l . 

The increased t r a i n s w i l l spew f o r t h c o al dust and increase t he 
number of hazardous cargo s p i l l s . 

I do not want my home t o lose p r o p e r t y value w i t h the increase i n 
t r a i n t r a f f i c . Since my home backs up t o the t r a c k s , increased t r a i n 
t r a f f i c w i l l cause sleep disturbances, noise p o l l u t i o n and the 
t h r e a t of t r a i n d e r a i l m e n t s . 

Please add my l e t t e r of p r o t e s t t o the f i l e f o r the hearings. 

S i n c e r e l y yours. 

/ / 

Donna D. Shumaker 



October 10, 1997 

ENViROi^i^flENTAL 
DOCUMENT /si 

Secretary Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington D C 20423 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary. 

I am writing in regards to Norfolk Southern Railroad ? plan to increase traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone in several communities 

increase risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

"Increased likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impossible due to the lake. 

"Potential delays of fire, medical and police forces rea-.hing residents north 
of the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean the difference 
between life and death. 

•Coal dust exposure and noise pollution will result in serious health and 
safety issues. 

You have an obligation to the public NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our communities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
raising the tram traffic from 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a serious health and 
safety issue that cannot happen 

Thank you for youi attention to this matter and we would again encourage you to 
hold a local public .merest hearing 

Sincere'y 

Julie Hill 
1159 Hanwich CT 
Rocky River. Ohio 44116 



ENVifiGN.viENTAL 
DOCUMENT 
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JACK LOFTUS 
12500 EDGEWATER DRIVE 

APART MENT 903 \^f^\ 
LAKEWOOD OH 44107 

OcioK-r l .S. \ ^>^i7 

ENVIROMNENTAL 
FederalTransportation Surface Board D O C U M E N T '-.lU^ 
1925 K Stieet \ W 
Wasliington IX" 20423 

RE: DOC KET 33.̂ 88 

To VV hom it May Concem: 

I am writing to voice m> objection to \S"s request lo increase freight train tratTic through 
Lakewood Ohio. 

As a resident in the most populated square mile between New \ ork and Chicago. I bclie\e that 
increase train tralTic would diminish the response time ot" the l-.WT I nit for our community, il is 
housed at Lakewood Hospital which is South ofthe tracks, while this area is located North ofthe 
tracks. Additionally, census figures point out thai this area has a high senior population who are 
more in need when it conies to emergenc\ response time. AdditionalK. there ha\e several 
accidents along the tracks invoking vehicles and pedestrians. Not onl> am I concemed about the 
impact of moro trains, but 1 am also concerned about the length and speed of current trains since 
this loo slows up the movement of tratTic across the tracks (Ihere is jne underpass in this 
commumtv and U is located at the far western end oi l ' - community while the hospital is 
centrally locaied and this area is on the northeastern ed̂ . ,if the city,) 

(jiven the abvive. I feel that there is a compelling need to e.xaniine this issue caretully and look for 
altematives. 

Thank vou tor \our consideration ot this concem. 

Sincerelv vours. 

Jack Loftus 
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ENViROî .vitNTAL 
t>OCUMENT 

1215 W. Clifton Blvd. 
Lakewood. Ohio 44107 
October 8, 1997 

Surtace Transportation Bd. 
1925 KSt N.W. 
Washington. D.C 20423 

Attn: SEA - Finance Docket 33388 

We as si.xth graders at Horace Mann Middle School 
request that the Surtace Transportation Board comes to 
Lakewood to review the unique situation we have in this 
special community of appro.ximately 9.000 children to hold 
a public interest hearing. Norfolk & Southem Railroad is 
planning to add about 34 more trains per day that will run 
through our densely populated city on Lake Erie. Ŵ e are 
worried. 

Here are some ofthe problems. One ofthe problems is a 
to.xic spill i f that happens the evacuation procedures are 
difficult to do. Another bad thing is over 60.000 people'of ' 
square mile and over half of the children in Lakewood 
cross the tracks to go to school. Lakewood is great because 
we can walk everv where to libraries and restaurants and 
stores. Lakewood only has tw o under passes so i f trains are 
coming through it"s going to be difficult to get to the other 
side of the tracks,they would have to cut off the train by 
noinn fast and ^oing around. 



Thank you for your time. Please help us out. 

Sincerely. 
Alex Bublavv 



1215 W. Clifton Blvd DOCUMENT 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

Surface Transportation Bd. 
1925 K St. N.W. 
Washinsiton.D.C. 20423 

Attn: SEA-Finance Docket 33388 

We as si.xth traders at Horace Mann 
Middle School request lhal the Surface 
Transportalion Board come to Lakewood lo 
review the unique siluation we have in lhis 
special convinuniu of approxiniaielv 9000 
children to hold a public interesi hearing. 
Norfolk and Southern Railroad is planning lo 
add about 34 more trains per dav lhat w ill run 
through our densel\ populated cilv on Lake F>ie. 
We are w orried. Here are some of lhe problems 
in\olved in Lakewood. We are afraid loxic spills 
vvill occur w ilh ihiriv - eiehl lo forlv trains a dav. 
If there is a loxic spill vve vvill have lo evacuale 
our w onderful cilv and liv es could be lost. One 



half of our citv's children have to cross the 
tracks to get to school. This many trains could 
be dangerous! The children could get hit. or 
injured! I mentioned a lot of facts that need to be 
fixed, but most of all vve are worried about our 
emergency vehicles. 1 he hospital is on the South 
side ofthe tracks, bul our only underpass is on 
the Wesl Hnd of tow n. Lf our emergency vehicles 
need to go North ofthe Iracks and a train passes 
thev vvill have to travel west and come around 
while the person who needs help could be 
several lv hurt or dying. 

Thank you for your lime. Please help us out. 

Sincerelv. 
Nora Ann Walsh 
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Regarding FD #33388 

Mrs. Sonya Ferber 
20512 Beaconsfield Bl 
Rocky River, OH 44116 -̂̂  

. ; (440)333-9601 U 

D O C U i ^ ' a L N T October 15, 1997 t ^ 

The Honorable Se .etary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

My husband and 1 are wnting to add our voices to the thousands who are appealing to 
you and the board to stop the plans of the Norfolk Southern Railroad to increase train 
traffir through our neighborhood by at least threefold (fronn 15 to a proposed 45 trains). 

Beach Cliff, our lovely neighborhood, is a lakeside community. Our home—three 
blocks from the lake on its north side and two from the railroad track on its south—was 
built in 1935. when Rocky River was still a sleepy country suburb. Sixty-seven years 
later, it is becoming yet another statistic in Cleveland's long, ugly history of rust-belt 
blighting of this beautiful Great Lakes environment. 

Come spend a night in our guest room and awaken severai times a night 
to the sound of a night-shift engineer releasing a three-second horn blast every ten 
seconds for four minutes as he rumbles through the dozen crossings from Lakewood 
to Rocky River to Bay Village 

Come watch the hundreds of children playing happily outdoors in our 
neighborhood and wonder about their safety and health. Is it true that the gray gravel 
used to bank the tracks is rich in asbestos that's released into the air every time a train 
rushes over it. or is that a "myth?" If your eight-year-old ndes his bike to a friend's 
house down the block, does your chest contract every time you hear the train's horn 
until he returns home? 

Come sit with me in Rocky River Park on the cliffs at the edge of Lake 
Er ie and wonder how the railroads ever got right-of-way through such a place to 
begin with. Wonder with me where the justice is in giving over yet more of this nation's 
na ural wonder and beauty to the numbed-out greedy grabbing of industrial interests. 
Jus'ice, True justice —and you re in the business, aren't you? —means no one can lose! 



-2-

Please help us, Mr. Secretary. You're our only hope. Farther south, near Hopkins 
Airport, is a huge industrial corridor that could easily bear this proposed increase in 
rail traffic from east to west. Send them there. Give us back the peace and natural 
grace the lakeshore land offered to everyone less than two centuries ago. Please. 

The City of Chicago led the midwest in a similar effort some years back to begin to 
restore the Great Lakes to the incomparable natural resource they are. Cleveland 
should be doing the same, and has tried in limited ways, but political hungei for big 
industry money is constantly getting in the way of its immature city officials' ability to 
come through for the real people who have to live here. Your leadership could set an 
example for those officials and energize future efforts to level the playing field 
considerably along this country's North Coast. 

Remember: An answer that demands the slightest loss to anyone hasn't 
resolved the problem. Rather, it has added to it and made it greater, 
harder to resolve and more unfair. Justice means no one can lose. This 
leaves no ground for attack. 

Thank you, Mr. Secretary, for your time and attention. 

Yours very truly. 

Sonya Ferber 
(Mrs. Joseph J. Ferber) 
(for Ben Ferber, age 8) 

copies to: Office of the President of the United States 
Senator John Glenn 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Federal Railroad Administration 
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Hunter Farris 

I KW Forest Rd 
Ukewixxl ()hiii44107 

October 9. 1997 

Surtace Transportation Bd 
1925 K St N W 
V\ ashir.y<on„ D C 2042.̂  
Attn SEA - Finance Docket 3.?388 

Dear Member 

I would like to request that the Surtace Transportation Board come tu l akewood, Ohio to leview the 
unique situation that we have in this densely populated community to hoki a public interest heanng 

I am a sixth grade student at Horace Mann Middle School in Lakewood. Ohio I am wonted about 
the problem!, that could arise from the proposed increase in train traffic by Norfolk & Southem Some 
ofthe problems are as tbilows 

• The potential for toxic spills and the evacuation necessary would be very difficult in this very 
heaviK populated communitv Why not consider a less populated area'' 

• We only have two underpasses in the far west end of town Our hospital is south ofthe tracks 
The train slows down the emergency vehicles who need to get to a victim north ofthe tracks 
We are a senes of high rise condominiums and apanments on the lake This area that would be 
slow to get emergency v ehicles is ven densely populated 7 here is also a senior citizen 
building there, where emergency vehicles are needed more often 

• More than one-half of the students m Lakewood have to cross the tracks everv da> on the wav 
to school In the past, a few kids have been killed by trains This number is likely to nse, with 
a signitkam increase in train tratTic 

Thank you for your time Please help us out 

Sincerely. 

r 

Hunter Farns 
Student 
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USDA Lnited States 
Department of 
.'Xiiriculture 

Natural Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

The Galleries of Syracuse 
441 S Salina Street, Suite 354 
Svracuse, NY 13202-2450 

t v t . ' H L 
rJlENT 

October 9, 1997 

OtVice ofthe Secretary 
Case Control Unit 
Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street. N W 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Dear Ms Elaine K Kaiser 

This otlice is in receipt of your October 1. 1̂ 97 document titled "Surface Transportation Board 
Finance Docket No 33.>88 CSX Corpoiation and CSX Transpoitation, Inc , Norfolk Southern 
Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway Company - Control and Operating 
Leases, .Kgreenients - Conrail. lnc . and Consolidated Rail Corporation Final Scope ofthe 
Environmental Impact Statement " Please be advised that we do not wish to receive copies ofthe 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). whether in draf̂  or final format, on the referenced 
subject 

Thank you for removing us from your distribution list. 

Sincerelv, 

JOSF.P\̂  R DEL\ ECCHIO 
AssisiatJt State Conservationist 

nic Natural Kcsoiiivcs t »n,Ncr\aliiin Scrvitc (NKC'S). 
tortucrh known a,^ Ihc Soil CimM-rvali'in Service, is an 
agencv ot'ihe 1 nitcd Sl.ilcs IX-p-irtmcnl oi .Vi'.riciiltiirc 
i.tisk.\ii.i.m 

AN EQLAl. OPPORTLNITY EMPLOYER 
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G 
The Carbide/Graphite Group, Inc. 

DOCUMENT 
4861 Packard Road 
Niagara Falls, NY 14304-1594 

(716)285-9381 '^^^^^^^ - ' ^ 

The Honorable Vemon A Williams 
Secretary 
Suriace Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N W' 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re STB Finance Docket No 33388. CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc , 
Norfolk Southem Corporation and Norfolk Southem Railway Compa.ny-Control and Operating 
Leases/Agreements-Conrail Inc and Consolidated Rail Corporation. 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

My name is Villiain Foote, Manufacturing Services Manager at Carbide/Graphite Group, Inc of 
Niagara Falls NY and on behalf of my company would like to state our support for the local 
etTorts of the Erie-Niagara Rail Steering Committee in seeking competitive rail service for the 
businesses of Western NY due to the pending Conrail acquisition proceedings 

Our business is related to the global steel industiy to whom we supply graphite electric arc 
furnace electrodes for the melting of steel scrap Because of our diverse shipment locations 
around the world, we currently ship by truck from our Niagara Falls plant and by r.^il and sea at 
dockages outside our plant We receive a portion of our raw materials by rail carrier which is 
Conrail, 

As I understand it. our rail costs will increase w ith the breakup of Conrail due to Norfolk 
Southern's control of the Buffalo NY hub and CS.X's control of all other Western NY rail lines 
leading in and out of Buffalo which will result in additional switching charges for all railcar traffic. 
Depending on the increased costs for our rail service, hauling by truck may become more viable 
but in any case w ill increase our costs of doing business which we cannot pass along to our 
customers 

We urge the Board to seriously consider the proposals requested by the Erie- Niagara Rail 
Steenng Committee, 

Sincerely, 

William Foote 
Mgr Mfg Services 

cc S Foster, C/G Corporate Office 
C/G NF Purchasing File 
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GEORGIA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE MEMORANDUM 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 12372 REVIEW PROCESS 

TO: Elaine F. Kaiser 
Surface Transportation Board 
192S K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

FROM: Debra S. Stephens, Administrator 
Georgia State Clearinghouse 

DATE: 10/10/97 

DOCUMENT 

SUBJECT: Executive Order 12372 Review 

APPUCANT: CSX Corp , Norfblk Southem and Conrail. Inc. 

PROJECT: EIS: CSX Corp., Norfblk & Conrail Consolidation 

CFDA#: 

STATE D): GA971010002 

FEDERAL ID: Docket No 33388 

Correspondence related to the above project was received by the Georgia State Clearinghouse on 
10/10/97 The review has been initiated and every effort is being niade to ensure prompt action. 
The proposal will be reviewed fbr its consistency with goals, policies, plans, objoctives, programs, 
environmental impact, criteria fbr Developments of Regional Impact (DRI) or inconsistencies v̂ th 
federal executive orders, act . and/or mles and r̂ iulations, and if applicable, with budgetary 
restraints The initial reviev process should be complete by i 1/7/97. 

If the Clearinghouse has not contacted you by that date, your proposal may be considered 
consistent In that event, forward this receipt to the funding agency to show compliance with 
Executive Order 12372 or make it part of the fiederal record fbr this project 

In flitu'̂  correspondence regarding this project, please include the State Application Identifier 
number shown above If you have any questions regarding this project, please contact us at (404) 
656-3855 

Form SC-1 
January 1995 
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(MRcc of tl)( (Cliatniuin 

Surface (transportation Soarb ^ /} - 3^3 5 ^ 
•asMngton. i.e. 30423-0001 . 

December 17, 1997 

Pae Honorable Steven C. Lf>Tourette 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515-5731 

Dear Congressman LaTourette. 

I have received your letter amending your previous comn.ents about the proposal by CSX 
and Norfolk Southem (NS) to acquire control of ConraU and to divide certain assets ofConrail 
between the two acquiring railroads. You indicate that, after fiirther review, you felt compelled 
to oppose the transaction. 

As you know, this proceeding has been docketed at the Surface Transportation Board 
(Board) as STB Finance Docket No. 33388. The Board adopted a procedural schedule for 
deciding the ments ofthe control application filed in this proceeding, which it recently extended 
by 45 days to acconunodate the filing of safety integration plans by the appF cant railroads. As 
provided by the procedural schedule, the Board has received commenLs and evidentiary 
submissions firom all interested parties addressing the merits of thc merger proposal, which were 
filed with the Board on or before October 21,1997. On Frid?y, December 12, the Board's 
Section of Environmental Analysis issued its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), and 
requested comments fi-om interested parties. I am enclosing a copy of the press release regarding 
the DEIS. 

In this regard, let me assure you that the Board will give full consideration to the issues 
that you have raised. I will have your letter mafle a part of the public record on the merits and in 
the DEIS process. Because this proceeding is pending before the Board, it would be 
inappropriate for me to comment furth it on the case. 

I appreciate your interest in this matter. I f l may be of ftirther assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

Enclosure 
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October 21, 1997 

The Honorable Linda J Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, N W 
Washington, D C 20423 

Dear Chairman Morgan 

The purpose of my letter is to amend my previous comments and to register my opposition to 
the Norfolk & Southem (NS) and CSX Corporation (CSX) application now pending before your 
board for review In addition, I would respectfiilly ask that these comments be taken into 
consideration durinp, the environmental impact phase of your review For the last six months I 
have met with bOih railroad companies, constituents, local elected officials, affected businesses, 
and the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio in order to gain a thorough understanding ofthe 
impact this acquisition will have if your board decides to approve their application. 

Having gained a solid perspective of the projected impact, I want to specifically focus on three 
areas of major concem to my district Furthermore, before any approval, 1 would respectfiilly ask 
that you consider requiring NS and CSX to meet stipulations set forth below Although I believe 
the acquisition has many positive benefits, as presented, it also could have grave implications for 
some ofthe communities it will attempt to serve, my district is definitely one of those areas 

IW Potential Adverse Impacts of CSX-NS Acauisition ofConrail on Business 

A "3 to 2" Reductions According to the Ohio Rail Development Commission and as discovered 
by my oflfice during our review, the Surface Transportation Board has not required railroads 
involved in recent mergers to lectify rail competition issues conceming "3 to 2" reductions 
Without such mediation, major mdustnes from Northeast Ohio, including steel mills and auto 
factones might be forced to pay higher rates because of market reach 

B "1 to 2" Issues Several chemical, stone, coal, and plastics businesses in my district will lose 
cntical single line connections We should not assume that after the acquisition all businesses 
would benefit from this extended market reach In many instances here in Northeast Ohio, it 
could mean the loss of several hundred jobs 

PAINESVILLE OH 4A07' 

!216)152-3939 

TOLL FREE IN OHIO 

6200 HOCKSIDE ROAO 

ROOM 201 

INDEPENDENCE OH 44131 

(216)524-8410 
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C Potential Rate Ir creases: Companies that ship "rail only" products fear that in order to pay for 
the acquisition, both CSX and NS will have to sharply raise rates on existing customers and 
stretch their market reach to sufficiently grow their traflfic Captive rail shippers are left with very 
few options under these conditions I do not believe a customer's only option should be to file a 
complaint before your board and/or face a costly legal battle 

(2) Potential Acquisition Impact on Raii Labor 

A Safety of Remaining Workers: Later in this letter I will discuss the impact of projected rail 
traflfic increases in Northeast Ohio that will result from this acquisition However, the safety of 
the working men and women who have dedicated their professional lives to Penn-Ceiitral, Lake 
Eriewanna, Conrail and other railroad companies is the most important issue that must be 
resolved before this acquisition is approved 

According to both the operating plan submitted by CSX and NS, and from independent 
analysis, Ohio will lose at least 5% to 10% of its rail labor force as a direct result of this deal 
Compare those figures with the increase in rail traflfic and 1 believe NS and CSX are setting up an 
extremely dangerous work situation for these men and women As you know, The Federal 
Railroad Administration has been closely monitoring the instances of death and injury that have 
directly or indirectly resulted from a recent merger in the westem half of the country Already, 
the companies involved in that merger are .\DDING more workers because of dangerously low 
levels of staffing I uige you to leam from that situation, and if possible demand CSX and NS to 
provide more than an "adequate level" of staffing 

B Job Losses, Pensions, and Relocation In my congressional alone, 22 jobs are abolished under 
the proposed operating plan, and another 43 are relocated (Source: Ohio Rail Development 
Commission) .\gain, I find it hard to believe that even one rail worker position would be abolished 
in light ofthe projected numbers for increased rail traffic in Lake and Ashtabula counties Madam 
Chairman. I understand the economics of running a business, fiirthermore, I unfortunately 
understand asking workers to leave a community that their children grew up in order to keep a 
job, but not under these circumstances 

Lastly, please request that both companies consider going beyond the terms of the NewYork 
Dock Agreement As you know, this landmark decision somewhat assists a worker nearing the 
end of their professional career, but does very little to help offset wage and pension loss for an 
employee near the beginning or middle of their rail career. 
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(3) Increase in Rail Traflic Levels 

A Direct Impact As the NS and CSX develop and plan new service routes and expand existing 
service routes in Northeast Ohio, the rail traffic will increase significantly, this is undisputable As 
you know, in communities where rail traflfic increases, new problems are created or existing 
problems are made that much worse Both common sense and detailed studies indicate that 
emergency response times, traflfic congestion, environmental hazards, and grade crossing safety 
issues will be negatî  ely aflfected by this acquisition 

B Three Raihoad Lines In my district, three rail service lines will see drastic increases as a direct 
result ofthe acquisition In fact, the percentage of the increases along these three lines ranks near 
the top in the entire state in terms of raw percentage increase (Source Ohio Rail Development 
Commission) 

- CSX Line 14 - Mayfield - Quaker - 544% increase (6 8 trains to 43 8) 
- NS Line 11 - Cleveland - Ashtabula - 181% increase (13 trains to 36 6) 
- NS Line 12 - Ashtabula - Buffalo - 94% increase (13 trains to 25 2) 

I firmly believe that these increases must be reduced to a level that is both safe and reasonable. 
I will continue to work with state and local officials to look for altematives that would decrease 
CSX and NS traflfic through Lake, Ashtabula, and portions of Cuyahoga County 

In fact, if rail traflfic increases cannot be reduced, the very least that should be stipulated is a 
requirement ofthe rail companies to improve key grade separations and provide funds for the 
construction of overpasses in order to alleviate safety concems However, I will adamantly 
oppose any plans that would unfairly reroute the increased rail traffic around Cleveland to Lorain 
countv that would jeopardize the safety and quality of life in communities that w ould have 
otherwise been unaflTected by the increase in rail traflfic 

C Decreased Opportunity For Northeast Ohio Commuter Rail Through prior and ongoing 
negotiations, many regional entities in Northeast Ohio have been attempting to coordinate efforts 
in an attempt to establish commuter rail service links between Cleveland and the outlying suburbs 

In light of already unsafe projections for increases in rail traffic, the railroad companies have all 
but abolished the possibility of assisting our local govemments with this project It is our hope 
that the STB w ould take into consideration the numerous positive benefits of commuter rail and 
at the very least request that CSX and NS continue to negotiate in good faith with the interested 
parties here in Northeast Ohio 
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(4) Conclusion 

Madam Chairman, above I have attempted to identify my three areas of major concem 
regarding the NS and CSX operating plan now under your review. I implore you to take your 
opportunity to require the railroad companies to work with state and local officials across their 
proposed service areas in order to solve known consequences of their proposal. 

If significant changes are not made before this plan is approved, I truly believe we will 
Jeopardize thc safety and standard of living of every family who lives or work in communities near 
these railroad lines 

Again, 1 respectfully ask for your consideration on behalf of all of the constituents of my 
congressional district and for all the individuals who will be affected by the outcome of your 
decision If you have questions or would like additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me 1 remain 

Ver>' truly yours, 

Steven C LaTourette 
Member of Congress 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

October 17. 19Q7 

The Honorable Mike DeWine 
United States Senate 
140 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515-3503 

Re Finance Docket No 33388 CSX ard Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisition — Conrail 

Dear Senator DeWine 

Thank you for your letter dated October 8, m i . on beiialf of your constituents in Ohio, 
especially in the west side of Cleveland and the west shore suburbs This letter is in response to 
your concems about the po.ential safety etTects ofthe proposed changes in train traffic resulting 
from the proposal by Nonolk Southern and CS-X to acquire Conraii 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review ofthe potentiai environmental impacts associated with the 
proposed Conrail acquisition and will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) As 
part of Its environmental review, SEA will address several environmental impact areas, 
including safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air quality, noise, biological resources, 
water resources, environmental justice, and cultural and historic resources In analyzing 
potential safety impacts, SEA will consider accident risk and vehicular delay at grade crossings 

The EIS also will present an analysis of the increased probability of derailments and 
releases of hazardous materials due to increased train tratTic Further, SEA will examine local 
tnick tratfic increases attnbutable to increased iniermodai activities, and safety issues associated 
with the integration of differing rail operating systems and procedures In addition, SE.\ will 
address potential impacts on emergency response capability because of vehicular delays at rail 
grade crossings due to increases in rail-related operations as a result ofthe proposed Conrail 
acquisition 

SEA is fully aware that these issues are of major concern to the residents ofthe west side 
of Cleveland and its westem suburbs A representative of SEA attended the public meeting held 



in Lakewood on September 21. 1997, in order to hear those concems first hand 

The final scope of the EIS was published on October 1, 1997, in the Federal Regi.ster 
On September 30, 1997, the final scope ofthe EIS was mailed to 1,950 public agencies, 
interested parties, and official parties of record to this proceeding A copy ofthe final scope of 
the EIS is enclosed for your reference 

Under the current procedural schedule adopted by the Board, SEA plans to issue the 
Draft EIS in November 1997. vvith a 45 day public review and comment period After 
conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewini; all environmental information 
available to date, consulting vvith appropriate agencies, and fully considenng all public 
comments, SEA plans to issue in April 1998 a Final EIS for consideiation by the Board In its 
final decision, the Board will consider the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments, the Draft EIS. and the Final EIS The Board will issue its final written decision in 
June 1998 

If you have additional questions conceming the environmental review process, please 
contact me at (202^ 565-1538, or Mike Dalton, SEA Project Manager for the Conrail acquisition, 
at(202)565-1530 

Sincerely yours, 

Elaine K Kaiser / 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Ana' sis 

Enclosure 
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Rhone),! ,\. Hill 
21242 Siratt;.rd ANCIUIC 
Rwk\ Ri\cr. Ohio 441 i6 

ENVIRONMENTAL^ \ 
DOCUMENT y 

Secretar). Surface Transportalion Board 
l'>2.> K Street. N\V 
Washingtixi. DC 20423 

Rl.: I I).. .vV 8̂8 

Dear Secretars. 

As a neu riuither living; in the coninumil> cl K(h.k\ Kivei. < )hi(i I ant Irighiened and aiiLiered b> Nortolk 
Southern's (NS) proposal to dramaticallv increa>e train tratlic in nn neighKirhiKKl. 

I am extrenicK concemed ah<.)ui the heightened risk i>f accidents th,.l would acconipan> NS s increased 
tralllc I hope \ou uill ha\e a chance to \isii our coninuiniiv to see hou close the tracks are to residential 
areas 

W hile NS max ha\e heen hcTC tbr nian\ \eurs. this is now a densti) populated area uith a tram runniiiL! 
right through the middle. This is an untenable situation. I hope \ou agree that uhc-n such a conflict exists, 
people should he gi\en consideration nol trains. 

Please carefuIlN consider the areumenis agamst NS s proposal and '.ote lor qualil> ot lile not coinmerce 
at all costs. 

I hank \ou. 

C DrdialK. 

Rhonda A. Hill 
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EmiROmEHlAl 

Oc.ol.erI3, 1997 D O C U M E N T < ^ 

Secretan, Surface 1 ransportation Board \ 

1925 K Street .NW > ' K ^ ' ' ^ b l ' ^O"^^ 
W ashington D.r. 20423 - _A-5A 

Ref: FD#33388 ' 
To W hom it .May Concern: 
I am writing this letter out of concern and frustration regarding increased 
trains coming through our neighborhood. 
Rocky River is a family community with no industr> within our city. 
The population of children in our community is ni'. main concern. 
W e live norih of the tracks and our backyard has the railroad in it. 
The noise, whistles and dirt is one one my concerns, the fact that my 
house shakes everytime a train goes by is another. 

But m> greatest fear is the children and the amount of trains they estimate 
wdl increase Ihrough the cit>. We ha\e fourteen trains now and lhat I 
feel is too many already, they should not e\en be going through such highly 
populated areas anywa>. 

W hal about emergency's Rocky River does not ha\ e emergency stations North 
of the tracks'. 

If the railroad and the government w ant to be responsible ever> time a child is 
hurt or killed or someone does not get the emergency care they need because 
ofa dam train. NN hen are the people going to come first in Ihis country and not 
the industry s and go\ernnient. if this goes through my faith in our system is 
gone "B> the people and for the people means nothing". 

Should all of those living in shaking distance ofthe tracks start billing the 
g<)\ernment or the railroad for the damage it does to our homes! 
I think thc SIB should come to our community inspect the proximity of 
houses to tracks. e\acuation plan i fa derailment occurs and by all means 
sleej) <»r sta> in someones home to really get the picture of w hat a train 
coming through your living room sounds and feels like. 

\ (n i have an obligation to us the people not the railroad industry!!!! 

Regards 
I he Stalev's 
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laotni Ball 
827 Nonh Lane Dr #1 

Lakewood. OH 44107 

Oct 11.I'W 

Federal Suiface Transportation Board 
1925 k St NW 
Washington DC 2(U2^ 

To Whom ll Ma\ Concem 

u 

I am wnting lhis letter in protest ofthe proposed increase in rail irafTic Ihrough thc Western 
Suburt)s In the interest of public safct>. I hope >ou uil l nol allow it to happen 

Norfolk and Southem want to increase rail trafTic from 18 trains a day to between 30 and 38 trains 
a da> I bclic\e ihiit would be an accident wailing to happen in the fomi ofthe potential for collisions, 
since thc cast and westbound trains use the s;inic track Also it will dcla> the cmcrgenc> medical and fire 
response time lhat could be cntical in saving li\cs and propcrt> There can t help but be a dela\ with that 
man> trains a da\ 

There will be more coal dust exposure noise pollution and potential danger from toxic chemicals 
Also propert) values will go down and there will be decreased tax rexenues 

S-nccrcK • 

~^^< Ao ^ic<^ 
Mii> Naomi L<all 
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D.S Siiilace I i.iiispoii.iiioii tio.iid 
A I I N .SI A-1 iiiaiKV ihKkci < - tXX 
I92.S K Slicet NW 
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ENVifiONwiENTAL 
DOCUMENT •7 ^ 

I )ca! Sii^ 

M\ chiklnciOVv, P ' ^ y ^ ^ t\.v\(f,r,— . .niciid McKiiilc\ I leiiicni.ii\ .Siliool in L.ikcuood Ohio 
Some ol lhe cliildicii atlciiding McKiiili-s iniisi cioss llic Hacks at least tuo liiiics a d.i\ lo |;ct lo and lioiii 
school 

I led slioii(;l\ auainst NS iiicrcasiiu: rail Hallic In three time or inoic It m.i\ (>c moie Mr Pat \lc( imc. 
VI'. I'lihiic All.iiis lor NS t oiiwiaiioii s;iid he could not giiaianlce that tail iiailK would nol exceed Ihe 
lailioad s |)ioposcd aveiauc ol * I lo trams |)er d:i\ As NS's Inisincss UILI. iv n is ni„ic lhan likely 
the alKHc inmilK'is of iiains thinin-li l.akeu(H>d and thc VVcsl Shoie arc.i ui l l m u i.r .ils(> i his is nol 
acccpi.ihle 

IDlloumr .lie lhe leasoiis ue. as a coiiiiiiiiiiil\. cannoi ,illoi\af lliis to (KI HI 

1) s.ilch - lot our cliildien uho cioss llie Hacks d.iih !.> i-o lo S(.IIIK)I llic l i l . i ; i i \ nul (viiks 

2) ( airwng ol lin/ardous waste - mcliidmi; iiuclcai waste- would ilieoiclKalU in, leas.- liom ihc pieseitl 
Mniiihcr ol 2.S4.S U cars per \ear i.ihcadv i w luuh ol a nunitH.-! Ihiom-.h om u-nnmn.iu . to ovei •i.4,(i(i() 
cars (K.-! vear |-;icli car a [K)leiiiial lineal to om cliildien A siiidv doii> In tin Arcncv lor Niiciear 
rioiects Nucle.ir W asie < )llice. Nevada tvased niiml>cis Irom Ihc I . S Dcp.nn . i I n-i-'v and comn.led 
llie lollowing statistic lor the slale ot Ohio 2.7 n shipments ol high Icv.l i iuJ. ,. u is., nom micic ;r 
pl.iiiis .ind nuclear weapon dis;irmanicnl will travel tlnoiigli Ohio- 2.(i(.J ol ilmse snipntenls are likelv In 
go llin.iiuh l akovMKKl and Ihe West Shore area of t leveland Noilolk SmMicni h ;s a prc-acrecmenl 
Willi Ihc t uK i.il (joverniiiciii lo caiiv lhe atnue iiiicle.ir uasie I hcie aic \'M> inui. s Hi.oimli nonhcrn 
( >IMO ()iie heiiii: ihrough our coinnminlv 

\ Iripliiig ol Hams iliiongh l.akcwtKxl uould mcicisc an pv>lliiiion Soo i,,i,s ,v, ^c.u Mosi ol Ihc 
polliii.iiit hcinu nitu>gen oxulc 

( Hlk'i issiKs ol siioni' coiKcin ,iie 

i v.Kiiiiioii ol Ihc schools ; :our] i of tracks should a Ham derail .ind spill l,../.Mdo.is cni-o Ihcrcarc no 
scliool Imscs ,11 I akcuood iherelorc. itiere would I K no wav lor the chil.licn lo i-ci out ol lhe cilv A 
dccic.isc ol pioiK'iiv v.iluc which would .also he a decrease lax base lot om li,,,.K Aiul ,i llu-hi ol 
l imilics lioin I .ikeuiHHl \\liicli uoiild mean ,i geneial decline h)r onr coiimimiih 

I Ins icsuc is one ol gicai concern lo all ol us that live iii I akcwood I'leasc l>c .issmcd the cili/ens of the 
West s),„io I.e., aic closelv iiioiiiloiing ihe SI l i pioccedmv.s I am concerned .ibunl llic s;ilclv issues .,iid 
liou iii\ ^liild (iciu will I'c alkxlcd 

'sincciciv 
/ 



A r̂"̂ :-:™r~^» DOCUMENT 
1925 k Street sw 

Dear Sirs 

Washington. D< 2042 < j_^ 

Mv child(ren),^fc::;tAil J2'5P/3Ai_ attend Lincoln l.lemcmarv School in l akewood Ohio 
Lincoln is north of itieNoi^tclk Southem railroad tracks Some ol ifie children attending Lincoln must 
cross the tracks at least two times a dav to get to and trom school I heic are 450 cluldrcn lhal attend 
Lmcoln hlcmcntary 

Lakewood Hospital. Ihc closest and largest lire depanment and thc Police station arc all locaied south ot 
the tracks 1 hus. a stopped or slow moving treight train could prevent enier.'.enc\ semces trom reaching 
our children in an acceptable length ol time 1 his delav could cost a child lheir lite It could be mv child 
l his IS whv I feci stronglv against Ns increasing rail traific bv llirce time or more ll mav be more Mr 
Pat McC unc, VP Public Affairs to; NS C orp<iralion. said lie could not guarantee that rail traflic would 
not exceed ihc i-ailroad's propostxl average ol U to »h trains pet dav As NS s business increases it is 
more lhan likel;. the above numbers of trains through Lakewood and the West Shorĉ area wifl increase 
also 1 his IS no acceptable 

following are tie reasons we. as a communitx cannot allowc-d this to occur 

I» Safety - tor our children w ho cross the tracks dailv to go to school, the librarx and parks 

2> C arrying ol fia/ardous waste - includmg nuclear waste would tlieoreticallv increase from the present 
number ol 2.M.8U cars per vear lalreadv too high ol a number through our communitv) lo over 7̂ 4 IHMI 

cars per vear Lach car a potential threat to onr children A sludv done bv the Vgencx for Nuclear 
Protcxt-s. Nuclear Waste Office '.evada based numbers trom thc L S Depanment of kncrgv and compiled 
the tollowing sialislic tor thc slate of Ohio 2.7 U shipmcms ol high level nuclear waste trom nuclear 
plants and nuclear weapon disarmamcm will travel through < )hio- 2,063 of those shipments are likelv to 
f f l through Lakewood and the West Shore ar̂ -a of ( leveland Norloik southem has a pie-agreement 
with the hcdera! Uovemmeni to carrx thc above nuciciir waste lhere are two roiiias ihrough nonhcrn 
Ohio One bcin j ihrough oui commumtx 

A tnphng ol trains through Lakewood would increase air [wllution xoo ions per vear .Most ot ttic 
pollutant being nitrogen oxide 

Other issues ot strong concern arc 

f-vacuation ot the schools nonh ot thc tracks should a iram derail and spill li.i/ardous cargo l here are no 
school buses m l.akewood theretore. there wo.ild be no uav lor the children to get out ol the citv A 
decrease ol pro|x:n> v.iluc which would also be a decrease tax base lor our schools And a llighi of 
taimlies trom Lakewood which would mean a general decline lor our communitv 

l his issue IS om of great concern to all ot us that live m Lakewocxt Please- be assured the citi/ens ol the 
West Shore area are closelv monitonng the S I B prwccnlmes I am concemed about the saleiv issues and 
flow mv child (rcn) wiil IK; altc-cied 

Sincerelv. 
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l l S Surlacc I ransponation Baird 
A I I N st A-hmunce Docket * vi«« 
1925 k Street NW 
Washington D< 2('42^ 

Dear Sirs 

DOCUMENT 

Yu 

^u 
Mv c h i l d ( r c n ) . i i t i l l ^ ( ' ; M y / i ( ' ii* '̂<^< /̂ltlciid Lincoln l lcmcntarv School in Lakewood, Ohio 
Lincoln is nonh ol the •Jortolk jSomhcrfl railroad tracks Some ol the children attrnding Lmcoln must 
cross tJie tracks at least two limes a da> to get to and trom scfiool lhere are 450 children that attend 
Lincoln hlcineniarx 

L;ikewood Hospital. Ihe closest and largest lire departmoiu and the Police station arc all IcKated south of 
the tracks I hu>. a stopped or slow moving freight train could prevent eniergencx services from reaching 
our children in an acceptable length of time 1 his delav could cost a cluki tticu lite It could be mv child 

I his IS wtiy I feci stronglv agai ist NS increasing rail traific bv three time or more It inav be more Mr 
Pat McC unc. VP l^ibiu MLurs for NS ( orpiiration said tie could not guarantee that rail traffic would 
noi exceed the i-ailroad s proposed average ol U to <h trams per dav As NS's business increases it is 
more than likel'. thc above numbers ol trains through I akcwood and the West Shore area will increase 
also I his IS no acceptable 

hollowing are the reasons we. as a commumrv cannot allowed this to ocxrur 

II Salctx - lor our children wtio cross the tracks d;!ilv to go to school, thc librarv and parks 

2) Carrying ol lia/ardous waste - including nucic n >\ai,ie would thcoreticallv incre;ise from the present 
number ot 2:̂ 4.>!̂ 4 cars per vear (alreadv too high ot a tuimber through out communitv i to over 7f,4 itoo 
cars per vear bach car a poicntiai threat to our children A studv done bv thc .\gcnc-x tor Nuclear 
Proicvts Nuclear Waste < )tl"icc Nevada based numbers trom tlu t S (.)epanmcnt ot hnergx and compiled 
the following sl.itistic for lhe state ot Ohio 2 shipmenls high le>el nuclear uasic Irom nuclair 
plants and nuclear weapon disaniiamcni will travel through Ohio- 2.tK>J of tho!»e shipments are likel> to 
go through Lakewood and the West Shore area of ( lc\eland Nortolk Southern has a pre-agreemcnt 
with the hcdera Government to cairv thc above nuciear waste 'nere are two rouies through nonhcrn 
Ohio One bcinj through oui communitv 

^! .A inpling of trains tiirough l.akewood woiUd inciease an pollution 8<HI ions per vear .Most of the 
p<illuiani being nitrogen oxide 

Other issues ol strong concern arc 

f vacuaiion of ttic schools nonh ot ihc tracks should a nam derail and spill h.i/ardous cargo I here are no 
schovil buses in Ukew(K)d . therefore, lhere would bt no wa> tor Ihe children to get out of the cit> A 
dccrea.sc ot proixrnx value which would also be a decrease lax base for our scliools And a flight ol 
lamilies trom l , ; kewwxl wfuch would mean .i gcner.tl decline for out commumtv 

l his issue IS om ot grc:,. concern to all ol us thai live m Lakewood Please be assured the citi/cns of the 
West Shore area arc closelv monitonng thc s IH proceedings I am concerned about the safetv is,sues and 
how mv child (rcn) will be affected 

Sincerelv. 



ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

1 cdcial Surlacc I ransportation Moard 
Section olT'nviionracnt Analysis 
1925 K Street. NW 
W ashington. DC 2(14,V̂  

A rTKX n o N . Document Number FD3.̂ 388 

cientiemcn: 

ITiis letter is a plea to xou to prexent Ihc addition of an\ rail freighl tranic on the 
(1e\elaiKl-\ cniiilion line ol Not lolk and Soulhcm Railroad. 

I hts pian would disiupt so manv lives, disturb the peace ol beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger Ihc health ol thousands ot people from coal dust evposuie. noise pollution, fhe 
potential dangct ol toxic >.hemicais. and Ihe economic coasequenees ot decreased propertv 
values and ta.\ revenues would be dev astating. 

()ur home is in i akcwood. ()hto vvhere vve have 27 streets that ate bisected bv NS tiacks. 
.Nddittonai ttatns and longet. lastci trains ate a danger to our citi/ens and children 
I akcwood does not have school busing and students attending X schools cross the tracks al 
least ivvice ea«.h dav ()ur police, lire and cmergencv vehicles would be scnouslv impacted 
bv anv increase in Ireight tail Iralli^ ihrough our cilv More oveq̂ asses and undeipasscs 
would nol remove all ol thc rati threats to our neighborhoovls ()n inteixtates through 
populated areas, signs beat thc letters "IK " - hazardous cargo - with a slash ihifugh il. 
meaning certain tnicks should take routes through industriali/ed areas, ralhet than through 
tesidentiai /tines. W hv shouldn't thc same applv lo Ircighl trains ' 

.\gain. please consider Ihc health and salctv ol thousands ol tcsidents in Northem Ohio 
and piev ent thc escalation ol unsalc and unheallhv height mov ement Ihrough our cities 
aloiiii I ake I .nc 

Sincereh. 

"^^y /99y-^- ^J^^ 



septembei 2 v i997 

l l S Surtacc rnnsportation Board 
A I I N SfcA-fm.'Uicc Dockei v<>X8 
1925 k Street NW 
Washington D< 20423 

DOCUMENT 

Dear Sirs 

) U/ 'y/y^^Lj J ^ ^ J? fSi attend Lincoln l.lcnieniarv School in Lakewood Mv child(reii). A/-?*//^//y^/u-' ,<5 attend Lincoln l.lcnieniarv School in Lakewood Ohio 
Lincoln is north of Ihe Nortolk Southem railroad tracks Some ol the children attending Lincofn must 
cross the iracks at lc;»st two limes a dav to gel lo and trom school I here are 45u children lhat attend 
Lmcoln tlemcntarx 

Lakewood Hospital, the closest and largest hre depanmeiii and the Police station arc all Icxratc-d south of 
the tracks I hu>. a stopped or slow moving treight tram could prevent emergcnev semces from reaching 
our children in an acceptable length ol time I his delav could cost a child then lite li could be my child. 
1 his is whv I fe>;l stronglv against NS increasing rail tralHc bv three time or more It mav t)c more Mr 
Fat .VfcCunc. VP. Public Allans lor NS Corporation said he could not guarantee thai rail tratfic would 
not exceed the :^ilroad's proposed average of >1 to 'O trains per dav As NS's business increases il is 
more lhan likel. the above numbers ol trains through Lakewood and tbe West Shore area will increase 
also 1 his IS UO' acceptable 

Lollowing are tl e reasons wc. as a communitx cannot allowed this to occur 

1) Safelv - for our children who cross thc tracks dailv to go to school, the librarx and parks 

2) ( arrxing ot hazardous waste - including nuclear wasie- would theoreticallv incrcjise from the preseni 
number of 254.«'4 cars per vear (alreadv loo fugh ot a number tiirough our communitv) to over ^M.IMH) 

cars per year bach car a potential threat tc om children A studv done bv the Agencv for Nucfear 
Proicxis. Nuclear Waste Ottice. Nevada oased numbers Irom thc L S Department ol tnergx and compiled 
ttie following statistic for the slale of Ohio 2 shipments ol high level nuclear wasie frotn nuclear 
plants and nuclear we,ip<Mi disarmamcm will uavel through Ohio- 2,0<»J of thoite thiptnents are likely lo 
go through Lakewood and the West Shore area ol ( leveland Nortolk Southern has a prc-agreemcnl 
with thc l-cdera Oovemment lo carrv ihc above nuclciir waste lhere are two rouies Ihrough nonhcrn 
Ohio One bcin i throuch oui coinmunilv 

:̂ ) A tnpling ol trams ihrough 1.akcwood would increase an [wlhition lous per vear Most ot thc 
pollutant being nitrogen oxide 

Olhcr issues ot ?lrong concern are 

f vacuaiion of the schools nonh of the tracks should a tram derail and spill hazardous cargo I here are no 
school buses in lakewood iherelorc. there would be no wav tor thc children lo get out of thc citv A 
decrease of pro|x:m value which would also be a decrease lax base for our schoofs And a lligla of 
families trom Lakewood uiiich would mean a general dechne tor om communitv 

I his issue IS om of great concern to afl of us thai uve in I akcwood Please be assured tlie citizens ot the 
West shore area arc closelv monitoring the SI b prweedings I am conctrned about the saiety issues and 
how mv child (rem will be aifected 

Sincerelv. 
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DOCUMENT - ' .[ 
Secretary Surface Transportation Board t 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington D C 20423 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary. 

I am writing in regards to Norfolk Southern Railroad s plan to increase traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone in several communities; 

*lncrease risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

'Increased likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impossible due to the lake. 

'Patential delays of fire, medical and police forces reaching residents north 
of the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean the difference 
between life and death. 

*Coal dust exposure and noise pollution will result in serious health and 
safety issues. 

You have an obligation to the public, NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our coinmunities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks, 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
raising the tram traffic from 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a serious health and 
safety issue that cannot happen 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we would again encourage you to 
hold a locai public interest hearing 

Sincerely 
I 

\"' c''Ui^ r -^-A 

Tracy G Hobbs 
832 Wagar Rd 
Rocky River Ohio 44116 
216-331-6517 
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EHmOHUEmAL 
October 10, 1997 D O C U M E N T 

Secretary Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington D C 20423 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary. 

I am writing In regards to Norfolk Southern Railroad's plan to incease traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone in several communities 

'Increase risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

'Increased likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impossible due to the lake. 

'Potential delays of fire, medical and police forces reaching residents north 
ot the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean the difference 
between life and death. 

'Coal dust exposure and noise pollution will result in serious health and 
safety issues. 

You have an obligation to the public NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our communities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
raising the train traffic from 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a serious health and 
safety issue that cannot happen 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we would again encourage you to 
hold a local public interest hearing 

Sincerely, 

OJ. 
Christopher S Hobbs 
832 Wagar Rd 
Rocky River Ohio 44116 
216-331-6517 
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Surface Transportation Board CIM V { f * U W 4V» i l t H I A U 

Attention: SH.A-Finance Docket 33388 D O C U M E N T 
1925 K St. N.W. 
Washington. DC 20423 

Charles C. Schueler 
19849 Battersea Blvd 
Rocky River. Ohio 44116 
(216)676-3233 

I o w hom it ma\ concem. 

The proposal to increase railroad traffic through the w estern suburbs of Clev eland, 
specificallv Rocky River, is causing great concern to my family and manv families that 
liv e in my conununity. I am writing to express that I am NOT in favor of such an 
increa.se in tratfic. The continual noi.se le\el ofthe train whistles blowing at all hours of 
the night with our currently lev el of tratTic is all a sane person can take. I cannot 
personally stand for an increase of such disruptions. This concem. hvnvever. pales when 
one considers the safely risk that this proposal brings to the railroad and our community 
with an increase in train traffic. 

1 am a reliability engineer by profession. I deal vvith statistics and probabilities all day. I 
understand the need to consider risks w hen making an> decision of note. In this ca.se. 
howev er. I can NOT believ e that there is a risk analv sis that could prove that the benefits 
to our communitv will outweigh the risks to our communitv. More trains mean more 
chances that a child crossing the tracks will torgct to look thc right way befv̂ re crossing, it 
means more chances for a car crossing the tracks, with no safety crossbar, to make a 
mistake, it means more chances for tvvo trains to get their signals crossed and cause a 
tragic raii accident. 1 hese are chances that I don't think our community should have to 
wager their lives on. 

I urge \ou to consider the lives that you will be putting at risk. 

Sincerely. , ' ' ' ( • ' 
The Schueler family. 

Charles C. Schueler 
Mar\ ( j . Schueler 
liric J. Schueler 
Jack M. Schueler 
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EHylHOmEHTAL 
October 11 1997 D O C U M E N T 

Secretary Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington U C 20423 ' 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary, 

I am writing in rega-'ds to Norfolk Southern Railroad s plan to increase traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone in several communities 

'Increase risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

'Increased llkelinood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impossible due to the lake. 

'Potential delays of fire, medical and police forces reaching residents north 
of the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean tne difference 
between life and death. 

'Coal dust exposure and noise pollution will result in serious health and 
safety issues. 

You have an obligation to the public NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our communities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
raising lhe tram traffic from 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a senous health and 
safety issue that cannot happen 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we wouid again encourage you to 
hold a local public interest hearing 

Sincerely 

z ^ c 

C S Hobbs 
832 Wagar Rd 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 



October 11. 1997 
DOCUMENT 

Secretary Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington D C 20423 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary. 

I am writing in regards to Norfolk Southern Railroad s plan to increase traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone ;n several communities 

'Increase risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

'Increased likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impossible due to the lake. 

'Potential delays of fire, medical and police forces reaching residents north 
of the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean the difference 
between life and death. 

'Coal dust exposure and noise pollution will result in serious health and 
safety issues. 

You have an obligation to the public NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our communities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks, 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
ra'sing the tram traffic from 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a senous health and 
safety issue that cannot happen 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we would again encourage you to 
hold a local public interest hearing 

Sincerely 

T G Hobbs 
832 Wagar Rd 
Rocky River Ohio 44116 



October 11, 1997 . . . I M L U^atf''*'^ 

Secretary Surface Transportation Board ' - 19^^ 
1925 K Street NW '^•^ V ihC-i^iiVicNTAli i f^ANAr'^ 
Washington DC 20423 DOCUMENT ' ^^"^ ' 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary. 

I am writing in regards to Norfolk Southern Railroad s plan to increase traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone in several communities: 

'Increase risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

'Increased likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impossible due to the lake. 

'Potential delays of fire, medical and police forces reaching residents north 
of the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean the difference 
between life and death. 

'Coal dust exposure and noise pollution witl rest It in serious health and 
safety issues. 

You have an obligation to the public NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our communities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
raising the train traffic from 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a serious health and 
safety issue lhat cannot happen 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and we would again encourage you to 
hold a local public interest hearing 

Sincerely, 

T Hobbs 
832 Wagar Rd 
Rocky River Ohio 44116 



Joseph J . and Eileen !M. Brady 
28332 Knickerbocker Rd. 

Bay Village, OH 44140 

October 11, 1997 

Federal Surtace Transpoitation Board 

Section of Enviromnental .Analysis E N V I R O N M E N T A L 

DOCUMENT 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington. DC 2U423 

oer 1 6 1997 
MAIL 

MAr̂AGEWENT 
STB a ^ / 

FD 33388 

Gentlemen, 

We are writing to express strong opposition to the plans of Norfolk and Southern railroad to 
increase their daily raiiroad traflic through the Cleveland area. This plan represents an attack on 
our safety, our qualitv of life and our access to critical health care and should be stopped The 
shrieking of train whistles 24 hours a day would be bad enough, but the trains also cut us otVfrom 
access to our hospital Just yesterday, the trains chalked up another fatality as a teenager was 
struck and killed by a N&S train on the east side of Cleveland 

N&S Corporation may consider our concerns as simply the cost of doing business, but this 
relentless quest for increased profits goes way too far In ni\ opinion, the trains are permitted to 
travel far too fa.st through our community in the first place 

I urge you lo gather more informalion on the impact of this large corporations plans on the 
citizens (and taxpayers) of Northeast Ohio .Also, if there are other steps 1 can take to help 
oppose this measure, please let us know 

Sincerely, 

Joseph J Bradv Eileen . \ l Brady 



E N V l R G N M E N T A ' David S. Duncan 
D O C U M E N T 1143 \> asai Road 

Rocky River, Oi l 44116 
(216)356-5718 

October 11. 1997 

Secretarv. Surface 1 ransportation Board 
1925 k Street. NW 
Washington. IX" 20423 

Re: Kl)# 33388 

Dear Sir: 

Norfolk Southem Railroad is proposing to tnple the amount of railroad traffic through 
our communitv .Although 1 have onlv been a resident of this comminitv for less than 
one \ear. I definitcK feel that thts would be a bad decision when all factors are 
considered 

l irsl. there are significant safelv & health nsks associated with additional railroad tratTic 

• 1 his IS a denselv {x>pulated ri...dential area, and the tracks run within 1 2 mile of 
lake I ne to the north if anv hazardous cargo i which in fact is currentlv transported) 
were involved in a railroad accidcn', there arc manv lives at stake with limited access 
for " escape 

• 1 ven vvithout consideration of railroad accidents, people living north ofthe Iracks 
mav not hc accessible hv cmergencv and or Itfc-sav mg vehicles, when such access is 
cut off b> railroad traffic 

• There are a significant number of children who must cross these railroad tracks everv 
dav to reach thc schools thcv attend I here is no olher uav to these schools - at 
some point, the tracks must be crossed 

• I here are manv homes locaied directiv on these irack'v 

• Coal dust and noise pollution in general is a problem alreadv I can t imagine thc 
decreased qualitv of life it" railroad traffic tripled 



October 11. 199-7 
Paiie 2 

fhese are just a few ofthe thoughts that coinc to mind this monnng I just wanted to 
ptiint out some ofthe health and safelv issues unique lo this communitv Railroad 
traflic could be routed south of here, with a "w in, w in " solutio.. for ev ery one 

Please come to our commumtv to inspect the proxtmitv of homes to the railroad 
tracks, and how the homes & tracks are located relative to the Lake l-rie shore line 
Please investigatJ the pvipulation densiU c'-.aractensiics of this area Please conduct a 
local public hearing Please keep in mind that you have an obligation to the public, 
not lo thc railroad mdustn , 

I hank vou for readng this letter Please listen to our community s concems and do 
what > )u can to disallow Norfolk .Southern s requesi 

[)a\id S Duncan 
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October 11 1997 i^i V V v - k k i - i ^ TAL 
DOCUMENT 

Secretary Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street . NW 
Washington D C 20423 
FD#33388 

Dear Secretary 

I am writing in regards to Norfolk Southern Railroad s plan to increase traffic on 
a line running through several Northern Ohio Towns and Villages This will 
affect everyone in several communities; 

'Increase risk of collision with pedestrians and cars - many young families 
live close to the tracks with children crossing them to catch school buses. 

increased likelihood of derailment of hazardous materials that are 
currently being transported. Evacuation north of the tracks will be 
impossible due to the lake. 

'Potential delays of fire, medical and police forces reaching residents north 
of the tracks - delays of minutes in response time can mean the difference 
between life and death. 

*Coal dust exposure and noise pollution will result in serious health and 
safety issues. 

Ycu have an obligation to the public NOT the railroad industry We encourage 
you to come to our communities and inspect the proximity of houses to tracks, 
the lake shore line and the population density At that point you will know 
raising the tram traffic from 12-15 trains per day to 40 is a serious health and 
safety issue that cannot happen 

Tha.ik you for your attention to this matter and we would again encourage you to 
hold a local public interest hearing 

Sincerely 

- / 

"Chris Hobbs 
832 Wagar Rd 
Rocky River Ohio 44116 
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200 West Erie Avenue, Room 101 
Lorain, OH 44052 

(216) 244-0222 Fax: (216) 246-2537 

Jotin A Rich 
President 

Robert W Hritsko 
At I arge 

Woodrow W Mathna 
At Large 

Vinson D Shipley 
At Large 

October 9, 1997 

ENVIRoN,„cNT/t 
DOCUMENT 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street 
N. W. Washington DC 20423 

David Wargo 
First Ward 

Jeff Sedivy 
Second Ward 

Anthony M Krasie. KG 
Third Ward 

Thomas C Urbanek 
Fourth Ward 

Ruben Torres 
Fifth Ward 

Wilfredo Lozano 
Sixth Ward 

Daniel W Given 
Seventh Ward 

' / . L Tavenner 
bighth Ward 

Honorable Board Members: 

Lorain City Council, on behalf of the residents of the City of Lorain, 
passed attached Resolution No. 29-97 , on October 6, 1997. 

Resolution 29-97 opposes Norfolk Southern and CSX 
Transpcrtation's attempts to increase freight rail traff ic along the 
Penn Route which runs directly through our fair city. This increase 
would severely impair safety services for the entire ci ty, more 
directly those 7 ,000 -F residents living on the eastside located south 
of the railroad tracks and north of Lake Erie. 

Lorain City Council along wi th the citizens of the City of Lorain urge 
your denial of the proposa' under consideration. 

Sincerely, 

/ 

i Ai^iL.c^, 6 i(u^ 
•uy 

Nancy A. <3reer 
Clerk of Lorain City Council 

Enc. 
•lynn 

.ward 

V A Greer 
• of Council 



Resolution No 

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING NORFOLK SOUTHERN AND CSX 
TRANSPORTATION'S REOUEST FOR A 250% INCREASE IN RAIL 
TRAFFIC THROUGH THE CITY OF LORAIN AND FURTHER 
URGING THE UNITED STATES CONGRESS AND THE FEDERAL 
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD TO REJECT THE REQUEST 

WHEREAS. Norfolk Southem and CSX Transportation are proposing a joint acquisition of Conrail Inc. 
and further plan tc increase the number of freight trams traveling through the northwestem suburbs from 
14 to approximately 34 per day, and 

WHEREAS, the proposal will be brought before the Federal Surface Transportation Board before June 

1998 for approval, and 

WHEREAS, any 'ncrease m freight tram use will severely impact the health and safety of the residents 
of the City of Loram due to the potential for delay m police and fire safety force response time to fires, 
cnmes. and natural disasters, and 

WHEREAS, any mcreased volume m freight tram use will severely restnct traffic movements and 
create nsks on numerous residential streets throughout the community ; and 

WHEREAS, additional potential nsk would be posed to the many neighbortiood children v/ho walk and 
nde buses to their locai area schools located along the vicinity of the Norfolk Southem route; and 

'WHEREAS, wrrua/ isolation would occur more often to the approximately 7,000 eastside residents 
(10% of the City s entire population) dunng penods when both the Norfolk Southern track and the Charles 
Bascule Bndge are m use; and 

w;-iEREAS any increase m daily freight tram traffic would adversely impact tfie ability of all types of 
cocdmated emergency resoonse teams response between Lorain and other communities to best use 
each others medical facilities, police and fire forces and equipment; and 

WHEREAS, the potential increase m the transporting of hazardous matenai raises many concems for 
the welfare health and safety of the area residents m the event of a derailment necessitating evacuation; 
and 

WHEREAS, the proposal to increase freight rail traffic means the possibility of eliminating the plans for 
a commuter rail service serving the northeastem Ohio communities, resulting in a great loss to the City of 
Lorain in terms of economic development likely to further revitalizate our downtown business distnct; and 

WHEREAS, an increase m daily traffic would negatively effect property values, and directly impact the 

City budget. 

NOW THEREFORE. BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LORAIN, STATE OF 
OHIO; 

Section 1 That this Council of the City of Lora.n. Ohio opposes the request of Norfolk 
Southem and CSX Transportaticn to increase rail traffic by 250% on the route 
connecting Vennilion, Ohio to Cleveland. Ohio thereby creating health and 
safety concems for the residents of the City of Lorain and ottier neighbonng 
westshore communities 



Section II, That this Council urges the citizens of Lorain to support their efforts in opposition 
by forwarding letters of concern to the Surface Transportation Board, Section of 
Environmental Analysis (SEA), 1925 K Street N. W Washingtcn DC 20423 in an 
effort to have ttiese concems incorporated Into the final version of ttie 
Environmental Impact Statement which will be considered by the Federal Surface 
Transportation Board prior to its final decision. 

Section III. That the Clerk of Council is hereby directed to submit a copy of this resolution fo 
the Federal Surface Transportation Board, Senator Michael DeWine, Senator 
Alan Zaieski. Congressman Shen-od Brown, Congressman Dennis J. Kucinich, 
Govemor George V. Voinovich, the Ohio Rail Development Commission, State 
Representative Dani'Jl Metelsky, Lorain County Commissioners, and other 
neighbonng cities 

Section IV This it is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council conceming 
and relating to the passage of this Resolution were adopted in an open meeting of 
this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and any of its committees 
that resulted m such fonnal action were m meetings open to the public and in 
compliance with all legal requirements inciuding Section 121 ;'.2 of the Ohio 
Revised Code 

Section V. That this resolution shall go mto effect and be m force after the earliest penod 
allowed by law. 

PASSED; 

ATTEST. 

APPROVED; 
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Institute for Policy Research 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSIT̂ ' 

(Formerly the Center for Urban Affairs and Policy Research) 

Octobers. I'W7 

Hlaiiie Kaiser 
( hiel Section of Hnvironmental Aiialy.sis 
(MYice ot" the Secrctar\ Case ("ontrol I'nit 
Si B Hinance Docket No. 333888 
Surlacc Transportation Boaril. 1925 K Strecl. NW 
Washir.mon . IX' 2(U23 CXX)1 

Dear Ms. Kaiser. 

Please send ine a cop\ ofthe draft and tmal Fnvironmental Impact Statement concerning 
the application b\ Rail\sa\ C'ompan>, Conrail, Inc. and ("onsolidaled Rail Corporation 
seeking control of Conrail. 

Thank yon. 
Sincerelv, 

H. Paul FrieseiTia 
Professor 

DOCUMENT 

i^9S • FQ)'84 7 491-9916 « htto//www nwu.edu/lPR 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATiON 

Surface Transportation Board 
[STB Finance Docket No. 33388 ] 

CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc., Norfolk Southern 
Corporation and Norfolk Southern Railway Company-Control and Operating 
Leases/Agreemen'.s--Conrail, Inc. and Consolidated Rail Corporation 

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board. 

ACTION: Notice of final scope of environmental impact statement (EIS). 

? r c T \ ^ ^ - . ° r - ' ' ' "^ Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc. 
(CSX), Norfolk Southern Corporation, and Norfolk Southern u , ^ 

ll ' y^ 
[[Page 5 1 5 0 1 ] ] 

l 

Railway Company (NS), and Conrail Inc. and Consolidated Rail 
Corporation (Conrail) filed an application (primary application) wi th 
the Surface Transportation Board (Board) under 49 U.S.C. 11 323-25. NS, 
CSX. and Conrail are joint ly seeking authonty for NS and CSX to 
acquire control of Conrail and for the subsequent division of some of 
Conrail's assets and for the joint operation of other Conrail assets. 
The proposed transaction involves more than 44 ,000 miles of rail lines 
and related facilities covenng a large portion of the eastern United 
States, To evaluate and consider the potential environmental impacts 
that might result from the proposed transaction, the Board's Section of 
Environmental Analysis (SEA) is prepanng an environmental impact 
statement (EIS). The Board has determined that an EiS is warranted due 
to the nature and scope o^ environmental issues thoL may anse SEA 
published the draft scope of the EIS in the Federal Register on July 7, 
1 997, a 30-day public -omment period on the draft scope ended August 6 
1997, and the final scope of the EIS is included as part of this 
notice. Changes made to the draft scope are detailed in the Response to 
Comments section of this notice. 

(f " 

DATES: SEA expects to distnbute the Draft EIS for public review and 
comment in November 1997. 

ADDRESSES: Office of the Secretary, Case Control Unit, STB Finance 
Docket No. 33388, Surface transportat ion Board, 1925 K Street NW 
Washington. DC 2 0 4 2 3 - 0 0 0 1 . 

In the lower left-hand corner of the envelope, include; Attent ion: 
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THE 
RED WING 

COMPANY, INC DOCUMENT 

October 10, 1997 

Thc Honorable Vomon .A. Williarns 
Secretan. 
Surtacc Transportation Board 
1925 K Strecl. N.W. 
Washington. DC 2()42."̂ -(M (̂)l 

Re STB Finance Dockci No. 33388, CSX Corporation and CSX Transponation, Inc. 
Norfolk Southern Corporation and Norfolk Soulhcm Railway Compan\ - Conlrol 
and Operating Leases Agreemeiils - Conrail Inc. and Consolidated Rail Corjioration. 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

I, Eugene W. Bailen. am President of Thc Red Wing Coinpany. Inc. in Fredonia. Ncw York. 
Red Wing employs o\ er 600 pec,.I: in Chautauqua County. 

1 am u riling to urge the Surface Transportation Board to grant the relief requested by the Erie-
Nlagaia Rail Steering Comniittee. which wil l increase . competition and improve rail 
transportation scivice in the counties of Enc. Niagara and Northern Chautauqua. 

We are a producer of food products for the retail grocery industry. My company ships raw 
materials and finished goods to and from the West Coast frequently as well as receiving com 
sweeteners and soy oil from the Midwest We are connected to the Conrail system in Western New 
^ork. 

The di\isiOu ofConrail as pioposed by Norfolk Souihern and CSX should not be approved by 
the Board. The existing proposal wil l adversely impact shippers located in Erie. Niagara and North 
Chautauqua counties because it fails to provide competitive rail service in this area while providing 
rail competition lo othtr locations that compete with shippers in Erie. Niagara and Chautauqua. 

In order to alleviate the harm lhat uould result lo the Erie-Niagara and Northem Chautauqua 
region, the Erie-Niagara Rail Steenng Committee is proposing lhat the STB conuiiion the merger 
proposal to allow companies locaied in Westem Neu ^'ork lo obtain rail ser\ icc from more lhan one 
rail camer V\'e affirmativ ely support this effort. 

1, Eugene W. Bailen. declare under penalty of perjun.' that the foregoing is true and correct and 
that 1 am qualilied and aulhori/ed to file this letter on behalf of Thc Red Wing Company. Inc. 
E.xecuted on this 10 ' day of October, 1997. 

Sincerely. 

THE RED WlNCi COMPANY. INC. 

C y-y^i. ^ ^ ^ y , j L- j> 

Eugene W, Bailen 
President 

EWB:lk 
( hic JHo ()ll" 

I F rciloni.i ! W\i 

•y-i \ Arhnwton Ht'ii;hls Rd,, Suili I 

'H, Ni u t o n Sl, • Frc<l(ini,i. \ > ! 4 i l l . 

• Af l i i intoi i Hcinhls, IL f>l)OI)4 • 1847) 78 f ! - j n00 

• - \ i u (>-t - l ( ) ( l ( ) • FAX l71(ii ()7')-7"()2 
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N^PAR 
lyireciors & Alternates 
.loscph I'rocacci, Chainiun 

Philadelphia. P.\ 
Ja\ Ro^cnstem. V Chaimian 

Scranlv n, P.\ 
Wm I) Class, Jr V Chaimian 

Jessup. NH) 
Charles Cialiagher. Si 1 ouis. MO 
Stanlev Cireenspan. St I A>IIIS. 
Steve Pia/za. li*>s!on. M . \ 
Jett Sanson. Cleveland. OH 
Samuel Serra. Detroit. \ t l 
James Storev. Philadelphia. P.\ 
Kohert Slnit. Jr. Chuago. II 
Dana lahaek. NevN \ ork. \ \ 
I rank Wiechcc, Philadelphia. PA 
J (iarv I^'e. President 

(A>ntHimtfpr Memtwrs 
\ & J Produce Corp 
•Andrew s Mrothers Ine 
.Aunl Mid Produce Co 
li*>i'ier Fnnls I TD 
C .stcilini Coinpanv 
V D Class & Son 
' oninmnttv-Surtolk. Inc 
Peter Condakes C«*mpanv. Inc 
L onsumers Produce Co , Inc 
D \mgo Bros Co of New ^ 'or i 
Dixie Produce & Packaging. Inc 
f a.st Food Merchandisers, lnc 
.loseph I icnnan A Son Inc 
\ l 1 mer (.\»inpanv 

P.U1I Ciiordano K Sons. Ine. 
Cioodie Brand King Sol 
R S Hanline & Companv, hu 
Ihe 1 Hollouav & Bro Co 
Die Horton I mit Co . Inc 
Hunter Brothers Inc 
J C [ianana Co 
J I W Produce. Inc 
T. M Kovacevich-Philadelnhia. Uu 
I & M Produce Companv. Inc 
lancaster Poods. Inc 
Nardella. Inc 

Inseph Noiariaiini K Cn . hu 
Moms (»kiin. In*. 
< hititno Produce Conipanv. 1> ronto 
Pete Pappas & Sons. hK 
P.»>1 ̂  lahack hu 
Procat-ci Brothers Sales Cor|-> 
CKiaker Cit\ Pritduce C o 
I duard ( i Kahll & Sons, hu 
U illiani Rosenstein & Sons Co 
D M .iothinan C.i . In^ 
Roval Banana Coinpanv. Inc 
Kuhin Brothers Produce Corp 
Ilie Sanson Companv 
Ik-n B Schwartz & Sons. In*. 
Scrra Brothers. In*. 
Storevs* I nut and Produce, lnc 
Stnihe Celer\ A: \egetahlc Co 

I R Produce, hu 
i nited I mit A Produce C Inc 
\ erdelli l amis. Inc 
i iMU \"ilr-ino Companv 

U akctem I ood Corpot.iiion 
U i^hnjt/ki ^i: Naihei. IIK 

i<}06 WHmary lane 
HiiUimare, Maryland 21210 
410 S.i2 ''lt6a (Ojpce) 
4IO yi2 Si*JJ (Faisimlte) 
4lOH68'A9Si (Mobile) DOCUMENT 

October 8. 1907 yh^i 

SecretaiA X̂ emon W illiams 
Suilace Ttanspoilation Board 
1925 K Stteet. NAV. 
Washington. D. C. 2042."? 

Re: Finance Dockei 33388 

Dear Secretars W illiams: 

Enclosed is a list of Members of our .Association. The collective 
sales of this Membership is about $4.5 Billion, or about 7% Oi the 
U.S..A. produce sales. 

Duiing recent years, the nations railroads have diminished their 
level of sen ice to the entire produce industiy. Western grower/siiippers 
are faced with decimation as a result ofthe consolidation involving the 
Uaion Pacific Eastem wholesale receivers are impacted by continuous 
missed delivery times from all rail caniers. ConsequentK. most produce 
is now shipped hy truck canier. 

This circumstance is costly, inefficient and a threat to our nation's 
potential security in any future crisis. Equally imponant. it is stupid. 
The produce industiA is a major economic generator of freight revenues. 
The nation's railroads have consciously chosen to abandon this business, 
probably due to their own ineptness The split up ofConrail will further 
deteriorate this failed policy toward rail senice for the produce industry'. 
I.e. lax deliverv schedules; obsolete rolling stock; prehistoric bureaucratic 
management practices and corporate indifference. 

(̂ ur .Association respectfully requests that the Surface 
Transportation Board consider these specified issues in its deliberation of 
approving the split up and disposition of Conrail. 

J CiaiA Lee 

cc; N.APAR Executive Board 

.XORTH .i.\n:RicA.\ PER/SIMHU: AC.RICIJUVRJM RECEIVERS 



NORTH AMERICAN PERISHABLE AGRICl 'LTimAL RECEIVERS (NAPAR) MEMBERS 

October 2, 1997 

A. & J . Produce Corporation Keany Produce Company 
AdaiTis Produce Cotnpany, Inc KlinghotTer Brothers, Inc 
Andrews Brotliers Inc. T. M. Kovacevich-Philadelphia, Inc. 
Aunt Mid Produce Company L & M Produce Company, Inc, 
Maurice .\ Auerbach, lnc Lancaster Foods, inc. 
Belair Produce Company. Inc M & R Tomato Distributors, Inc. 
Big Bear Stores Company Tom Maceri & Sons, Inc 
Botner Fruits LTD. Marv land Fresh Tomato Company, Inc 
Brigiotta's Produce & Garden Center Nardella, Inc. 
Brismark/The Queensland Chamber Co-Op Joseph Notarianni & Company, Inc. 
California Pacific Fruit Company Morris Okun, Inc. 
Capital City Fruit Company, lnc The Ontario Produce Conipany, Toronto, 
Caruso lnc Canada 
Castellini Company Pete Pappas «& Sons, Inc. 
G Cefalu' & Brother. Inc Pinto Brothers Inc 
Chep USA Phillies Tomato & Produce Corporation 
VV. D. Class & Son Post & Taback Inc. 
Coastal Sunbelt Produce Company Procacci Brothers Sales Corporation 
Collotti & Sons Inc Quaker City Produce Company 
Community-SulTolk. Inc. RLB Food Distributors 
Peter Condakes Company, Inc. Edward G. Kahll & Sons, Inc. 
Consumers Produce Company. Inc. Reddy Brand Packers, Inc 
Corey Brothers lnc Rocky Produce, lnc 
Coosemans Philadelphia, lnc VV illiam Rosenstein «& Sons Company 
D'.Arrigo Bros. Co. of New ^'ork. Inc. Rosenthal & Klein, Inc 
Diamond Jack Enterprises D. .VI. Kothman Conipany. Inc. 
Dixie Produce & Packaging Inc. Royal Banana ( ompany, tne. 
East Coast Fruit Compaiu . lnc Rubin Brothers Produce Corporation 
Fast Food Merchandisers, Inc. Ryeco Inc 
Joseph Fierman & Son Inc. Safeway Inc 
. \ l Finer ( ompany The Sanson (^ompany 
Finest Fruits. Inc Ben B. Schwartz & Son?, Inc. 
G & G Produce, Inc Serra Brothers Inc. 
.\ Gagliano Companv Inc Shapuo-Gilman-Shandlei Company 
(iiant Food Inc Sinclkinson Sysco 
Paui (iiordano »Si Sons, Inc. Standard Fruit «S: Vegetable Co . Inc. 
Goodie Brand/King Sol Stires Recording Thermometer Company 
K. S. Ilanline & Company, Inc. Storeys' Fruit .And Produce, Inc, 
l he L. Hollow ay Brother ( ompany Struhe Celery & Vegetable Conipany 
Ihe Horton Fruit ( ompany. Inc. T R Produce, Inc. 
Huot Lee Produce I nited Fruit »& Produce Company, Inc. 
Hunter Brothers Inc. Ji>hn Vena. Inc 
.1. ( . Banana Company V erdelli Farms, Inc. 
.1. L. VV. Produce, Inc. lony Vitrano Company 
John's Produce. Inc VVakefern Food Corporation 
Jumbo Produce D Wiggins Sales, Inc 
E U Kcan Company Inc VV ishnatzki & Nathel, Inc. 

* Contributor Members in Bold 
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S&udccA 
INSURANCE & INVESTMENT STRAltGIES 
PERSONAL . BUSINESS 

TOtumet S . S * H t M CLU ChFC 

Uy^""'"' 

October 8, 1997 
As 

STB Section on Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street N.W. 
WdShington, D.C. 20423 DOCUMENT 

IN RE: Docket number FD 33388 

Gentlemen: 

I should like to add tny comments to the others regarding the 
proposed increase of rail traffic through the city of Rocky River 
(and of course, our adjacent neighb'."'s). There is a very sincere 
safety issue involved here which Just cannot be mitioated without 
various cities spending millions and millions of dollars on 
construct ing over/underpasses. 

I would hope that you would give consideration to that really 
serious problem as you deliberate on the effectiveness of thei'" 
plans. 

Sincerely yours, 

. / 
• i i - ^ - . 

Warren B. Smith 

2760 Country Club Blvd, 
Rocky River OH 44116 
(440) 333-2129 

1236 SMITH COURT ROCKY RIVER OHIO 44116 . l216l 331-4055 
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October 6. 1997 

U S Surface Transpoitation Board 
ATTN SFA-Finance Docket .KV>88 

1925 K Street NW 
Washinuton, D C 2042.̂  

Linda M Ross 
1252 Overlook Road 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

DOCUMENT 

Dear Sirs: 

1 am very concerned about the negative consequences of the Norfolk Southern Railroad tripling 
the aî iount of rail tralTic thi ough mv community This proposed increase in train tratTic impacts 
the safety of our communitx in manv ways 

1 ) The train tracks bisect Lakewood into north-south divisions There are roughly 27-30 
railroad crossings in the comriHiiiity .V stopped train, slov.-moving train, or very frequent trains 
can block streets from receiving assistance from emergencv serv ices such as police, tire, and 
L.MS Children need to cross the tracks sometimes twice per day to go to and from schools 

2 ) Trains carrying hazardous waste, including nuclear waste, are potentially life threatening 
Lakewood is a densely populated, residential community vvith homes built right next to the tracks. 
A study done by the .Agency for Nuclear Projects. Nuclear Waste OlTice. Nevada compiled the 
following statistic for Ohio- Z l } } shipments of high level nuclear wasted from nuclear plants and 
nuclear weapon disarmament will travel thiough Ohio, with 20b} of those shipments being likely 
to go through Lakewood and ihi Cleveland West Shore area 

3 ) .\ tripling of trains through 1 akcwood would incre? e air pollution, noise pollution, and 
decrease property values 

These are some ofthe reasons whv 1 feel strongly that this increase in train traffic should not be 
permitted to occur 

Sincerelv, 

A i{ lill U 
ihf 



/pc^obe. 8, 199 7 

Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K St. Nt'J 
Washington, D.C. 20421 

Dear S i r : 

eNVlRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

I am vv'riting r e : Docket # FD 33388 . AS a r e s i d e n t of Lakewood, 
Ohio, and l i v i n g f o u r houses no r t h of the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , I am 
s t r o n g l y opposed to increased r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c . 

The f i r s t reason i s s a f e t y : 
* h i g h l y populated area v;ith l a r g e percentage of c h i l d r e n ; 
*acces£> to h o s p i t a l and f i r e t r u c k route i n v o l v e s c r o s s i n g 
the t r a c k s ; route from r e c r e a t i o n a l areas along Lake E r i e , 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f m u l t i - f a m i l y , h i g h - r i s e and senior 
c i t i z e n complexes located n o r t h o f the t r a c k s ; 

* l a r g e c o n c e n t r a t i o n of senior c i t i z e n s i n area; i i e a r i n g 
and walking d i f f i c u l t i e s , but walk t o businesses/stores 
on D e t r o i t thus c r o s s i n g the t r a c k s ; 

* p r o x i m i t y t o schools, e s p e c i a l l y elementary schools; 
*crossings lack gates and other p r o t e c t i v e devices; 

The second reason i s h e a l t h : 
• p o l l u t i o n added to the a i r , e s p e c i a l l y i f t r a i n s are c a r r y i n g 
coal and waste m a t e r i a l s ; 

*noise would be i n t o l e r a b l e w i t h such frequency as proposed. 
You move i n , spend a summer w i t h windows open! 

To increase t r a i n t r a f f i c through the h i g h l y populated urban and 
suburban areas as proposed endangers peoples' l i v e s and the q u a l i t y 
of t h e i r l i v i n g . I am sure these don't matter t o the c o r p o r a t i o n s 
d r i v e n by the p r o f i t margin, but I am hoping peoples' l i v e s are 
important t o a governmental board d e a l i n g w i t h the environment. 

Thank you. 

S i n c e r e l y , 



(iaiA L Borsos / \ - /^*S!^N 
Cathy I . Borsos 

28324 Knicketbocker Rd 
Bay Village. Oil 44140 

September 26. 1997 

/ I 

Federal Surface Transportation Board EN\/ihONMENTAL 
Section of I-nviioninental .Analysis D O C U M E N T 

Washington. D C 20 423 

Gentlemen Re No FD 33388 

This letter is to protest the proposed increase in rail trat!ic through the communities west of Cleveland 
from thirteen to approximateK thirtv-eight trains a day 

We sincerely believe that the safetv, health and economic impact that this proposal would have on these 
communities could be devastating It is frightening to watch tankers of hazardous materials go 
through these congested communities now A major increase in rail iralTic increases the possibilitv of 
spills and derailments in these higliK populated areas V\ e are also concerned about bemg isolated from 
local hospitals and other emergency and safetv personnel 

V\ hile railroads plav a v ital role in our countrv. the safetv and welfare of thousands of families are af 
stake when you make your decision regarding the Contail split between Norfolk Southern and CS.X 

.A local weeklv newspaper has mentioned tracks owned bv the Wheeling & Lake Lrie Railroad which 
N S currentlv uses l he proposed routing of rail tratVic thrtnigh the lakeshore communities west of 
Clev eland could bankrupt the W heeling & Lake l rie Railroad Since these tracks are now being used 
bv NS. and are mainly through rural areas, this could be a solution that would benefit all involved 

In closing, vse hope that vou will seriouslv investigate all alternatives and decide in favor ofa plan that 
w ill not nearlv triple the number of trains passing through our communities, negatively atVecting the 
safelv and health of these areas 

Thank vou 
Sincerelv. 

Oarv and Calhv Borsos 

cc Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
Mavor l om .lelepis 



Ciarx 1. Borsos 
Cathv I Borsos 

28324 Knickerbocker Rd 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

September 26. 1997 

Federal Surface T ransportation Board 
Section of l-.nvironmental Anaivsis 
1925 K Street N W 
Washington. D C 20423 

Gentlemen 

ENViROWENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Re No FD 33388 

This letter is to protest the proposed increase in rail tratlic through the communities west of Cleveland 
from thirteen to approximatelv thirty-eight trains a dav 

We sincerely believe that the safetv. health and economic impact that this proposal would have on these 
communities could be dev astating It is frightening to watch tankers of hazardous materials go 
through these congested communities now A iraior increase in rai' tratlic increases the possibilitv of 
spills and derailments in these highlv populated areas W e ate also concerned about being isolated trom 
local hospitals and other emergency and safety personnel 

While railroads plav a v ital role in our countiA. the safetv and welfare of thousands of families are at 
stake when you make vour decision regarding the Contail split between Norlblk Southern and CS.X 

.A local weeklv newspaper has mentioned tracks owned bv the Wheeling & Lake F.rie Railroad which 
NS cuirentiv uses fhe proposed routing of rail tratlic through the lakeshore communities west of 
C leveland could bankrupt the W heeling <!v: Lake Lrie Railroad Since these tracks ate now being used 
bv NS. and are mainlv through rural areas. Ihis could be a solution fhat would benefit all involved 

In closing, we hope that vot: will seriouslv investigate all alternatives and decide in favor ofa plan that 
will not nearlv triple the number of trains passing through our communities, negatively atVecting the 
.safetv and health of these areas 

Thank vou 

cc Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
Mavor Tom .lelepis 

Sincerelv 

(iarv and Cathv Bor.stKs 
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cc- NAoqf>r NA.odcline A C o i n NA.oqf>r of t h e C i t q of Lokcwood O h i o 

C/()^:C> A t bin-. Averuv 

£ m i l q K o c h F e d e r i c i f o . : S ' i e / 2 S ' l 8 4 7 7 



ENVihui^ vichTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 10, 1997 ' 

Federal S u r f a c e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
S e c t i o n of E n v i r o n m e n t a l A n a l y s i s 
1925 K S t r e e t N.W, 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear S i r Re No. FD 33388 

T h i s l e t t e r i s ray p r o t e s t t o the proposed i n c r e a s e i t i 
r a i l t r a f f i c t h r o u g h t h e westshore communities frora 13 
to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 38 t r a i n s a day. 

As a westshore r e s i d e n t , I s i n e e r e 1 y be 1 i e v e t h a t the 
s a f e t y , h e a l t h and economic impact t h a t t h i s p r o p o s a l 
would have on v i r t u a l l y a l l of us i n such a de n s e l y 
p o p u l a t e d area c o u l d be d e v a s t a t i n g . 

I n c l o s i n g , w h i l e r a i l r o a d s p l a y a 
c o u n t r y , common sense has t o e x i s t 
w e l f a r e of l i t e r a l l y 
a re a t s t a k e . 

thousands of 

v i t a l r o l e i n our 
when t h e s a f e t y and 

i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s 

I thank you f o r r e a d i n g ray 
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n w i l l be 

l e t t e r and I hope t h a t an 
f o r t h c o m i n g i n the f u t u r e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Address Uhq.n;^ UP, 
Wnr jy,, %-Jl,yA .f%,/:> 



i>OCUMENT 

September 10, 1997 

F e d e r a l S u r f a c e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
S e c t i o n of E n v i r o n m e n t a l A n a l y s i s 
1925 K S t r e e t N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

„ Re: No. FD 33388 
Dear S i r : 

T h i s l e t t e r i s try p r o t e s t t o the P ̂  ° P « « ^ J "'̂  " ̂ ' 1 ^ ^ ^ ^ " 
r a i l t r a f f i c t h r o u g h t h e westshore c o m m u n i t i e s from 1.3 
to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 38 t r a i n s a day. 

As a westshore r e s i d e n t , I s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e t h a t t h e 
s a f e t y , h e a l t h and economic impact t h a t t h i s p r o p o s a l 
wou!ci have on v i r t u a l l y a l l of us i n such a d e n s e l y 
p o p u l a t e d area c o u l d be d e v a s t a t i n g . 

I I --.^it-,-,a,tt; n l a v a v i t a l r o l e i n our Tn r1n<5im3 w h i l e r a i i r o a u s pi<i^ " i ^ i - ^ -•• i n C l o s i n g , wuxic e x i s t when t h e s a f e t y and 

are at s t a k e . 

1 thank you f o r r e a d i n g my l e t t e r and ^ ^ope t h a t a,̂  
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n w i l l be f o r t h c o m i n g i n the f u t u r e . a l t e r n a t e 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Address 
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4 ro 3 33^^" 
ENViROMMBNTAL 

DOCU^AENT 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental .Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington. DC 20423 

23002 Roberts Run 
Bay Village. Ohio 44140 
Oct 6, 1997 

Dear People 

Regarding No FD 33388, the issue of allowing the Norfolk & Southern Railroad to 
triple the train traffic through our towns. Bay Village, Rocky River and Lakewood, Ohio, 
I am protesting Please don't add to the increasing noise and air pollution of our area by 
allowing this increase in tratTic Please encourage them to find alternate routes, if that is 
absolutelv necessarv 

These areas, particularly Lakewood, are very densely populated and this would present 
also another health and safety hazard With few overpasses or underpasses in the area, 
and trains running almost continuously through the towns, emergencv and other traffic 
from the nonh side to south side ofthe tracks wouid be at a standstill It is ridiculous for 
anyone interested in human health and safety to even consider such an issue to be 
considered 

Man's greed for power and money must be discouraged by our leaders I hope you 
prove to be leaders responsible for the health and safety of our citizens over and above 
special power and money interest groups 

Very truly yours, 

Julia F McDaniel 



MiclielleA.Norehacl 344 Rve Gate 
Bay Village. Ohn 44140 

',6 

October 6,1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Wastiington, DC 20423 

Reference FD 33388 

Dear Federal Surface Transportation Board, 

I am wrtting you to express my opposition to tfie proposal by Norfolk & Souttiem Railroad to increase 
rail traffic tfirough fhe westshore communities of Gneater Cleveland I am currently a resident and 
homeovwier in Bay Village and I grew up in Lakewood Both are westshore communities Through the 
years fhe fatalities due to rail tratfic especially among children, have affected everyone in the 
v»«slshore communities It is intoleratde to risk the safety of our community by pemiitting an increase 
in rail traffic Other major areas of concem include the obvious fraffic tie-ups that v»nll result as well as 
the risk to our property values 

I am strongly opposed to the proposed increase in rail traffic 

Sincerely, 

•i^hcMM CA l/AxJ,acL 
Michelle A Norehad 

ENViHC '̂iViiiNTAL 
DOCUMENT 
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SINCE 1898 

VANKEUIEN & WINCNESTER LUMBER C O . 
245 54th STREET, S.W • GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 49548-5613 

PH: 616 / 532 3678 • FAX: 616 / 532-8690 

October 6, 1997 

Mr X'ernon Williams, Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
1925 K Street NW 
Washingtori DC 20423-0001 

ENVihON^icNTAL 
DOCUMENT 

RE. CSX and Ncfclk Southern Railway AcquisitiO.-! cf Conrail 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

The purpose of this letter is lo express support for the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
assets by CSX and Norfolk Southern Ra'tway Co It is my belief that these two entities 
have demonstrated their ability to provide valuable transportation services to the nation 
and possess the means necessary to acquire and operate the Conrail system. 

We fully support America s free enterprise system, and believe that railroads and other 
businesses belong in the hands of the p'ivate sector, not the government. This 
acquisition V.MH serve to move another business enterprise into the pnvate sector where 
it belongs. 

We therefore respectfully request your support and approval of this agreement 

Sincerely. 

vJeffrey W Gillesse 
Vice President 
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F R A N C E S A. D U B R O W S K I 
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E N V r h O r ^ ^ ' » C . [ ' - " t f T A L ^ ^ ^ ^ " ° ^ ^ s s e - y e i s 
F A C S i r v l l L E ( 2 0 2 ) 5 S 8 - 5 I 8 5 

DOCUMENT 

October 6, 1997 

Elaine K. Kaiser, Esq. 
Environmental Project Director, Legal Counsel 
Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Suite 500 
1925 KSt , NW. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Re: Terms of Engauement. CSX/NS Acquisition of Conrail 

Dear Ms Kaiser; 

Thank you for the opportunity to work with the Surface ' I ransportation 
Board and its environmental analysis team in analyzing the environmental 
impacts of the proposed CXS,^S Acquisition of Conrail. After our 
discussions on October 1, 1997 at your office, 1 felt it appropriate to reduce 
to wnting the nature of our relationship and the duty of confidentiality, given 
the number of different organizations participating in this project. 

I have been retained as an attomey to provide legal advice and 
representation to the Surface Transportation Board (the "Board"') in the area 
of environmental law and regulation conceming the CXS/NS Acquisition of 
Conrail. You have identified the Board as my client. You, as the Program 



Director of this project, are the individual to whom I will provide legal 
advice. My contractual relationship will be as a subcontractor with De Leuw, 
Cather and Company. Mr. William Novak is the Senior Project Manager for 
De Leuw, Cather and Company on this project. 

It is my understanding that my fees and expenses will be paid by the 
independent third party contractor. 

The nature of my duties will be to assist you in analyzing the 
environmental impacts of this proposed acquisition. This work will include, 
but not be limited to, assisting in the development of wntten materials and 
reports; attending meetings with the Board, tlie public, and the Board's 
consultants and study teams; and researching and identify ing key elements in 
the area of environmental law Notwithstanding the duty of confidentiality to 
the Board, it is my understanding that you wsh that I communicate freely 
with the other members of the Board's consuliant and study teams, providing 
suggestions and advice consistent w ith your guidance with respect to this 
environmental impacts arial> sis. In addition, I will perfonn such other duties 
as you direct dunng the progress of this project. 

As you know, this finn has numerous clients. In the future, it is 
possible that I may be asked to represent another client in a matter, including 
litigation, which could be adverse to the Board. By entering mto this 
engagement, the Board consents to my undertaking such a representation so 
long as It IS not related to this representation and does not make use of any 
infonnation obtained in the course of this representation that is not generally 
available to the public. 

I have disclosed to you that my husband, David Buente, is a partner in 
the law finn of Sidiey & Austin. Sidiey & Austin represents CSX and 
Noifolk and Southern in connection with their acquisition of Conrail, although 
my husbind has not worked on this matter. Nonetheless, to ensure that there 
is no conflict ofir.terest, my husband has recused himself from any 
communication vvith any member of Sidiey & Austin or with any of Sidiey & 
Austin's employees regarding the finn's representation of both CSX and 



Norfolk and Southem in connection with their acquisition of Conrairs assets 
and the related review of this acquisition by the Surface Transportation 
Board. In addition, he has arranged for procedures to be employed so that he 
will not share in any portion of the revenues, including profits, from this 
Sidiey & Austin representation. 

Again, thank you for the opportunity to be associated with this 
important project. I look forward to working witli you and the members of 
the environmental analysis team. 

Sincerely, 
/A / 

Frances A. Dubrowski 

cc: Mr. William Novak, Senior Project Manager 
Evelyn Kitay, Esq. 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD ''•^"^XZ ''^'^'^ f,-,^ ^0 
msh 1 ngton. DC 20423 , "^^^ 'c ! / 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

October 10. 1997 

Richard S. Edelman 
Highsas', Mahoney & Clarke, P.C. 
1050 17'" Street, NTW 
Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20036 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and Acquisition 
Conrail: Request for Information - Environmental Review Process 

Dear Mr. Edelman: 

This leUer responds to your letter of September 17. 1997, concerning, thc environmental 
review process in the Conraii acquisition proceeding. In my leUer of September 29'\ 1 provided 
you with some general information about the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process for 
the proposed acquisition ofConrail. In this letter, I will address ycur request for certain 
information involving thc independent third-party consultants engaged by the Surface 
Transportation Board's (Board's) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) to provide assistance 
with thc preparation of the EIS in this proceeding. 

Role of Third-Party Consultants 

The use of agency-approved, independent third-party consultants is specifically pennitted 
by both the Board's environmental regulations and those ofthe Council on Environmental 
Quality (40 CFR 1506.5(c); 49 CFR 1105.10(d)). In the proposed Co-.rail acquisition, as in all 
Board proceedings where a third-party consultant is retained, the independent third-party 
consultants' scope of work, approach, and activities arc under the sole siipcr% ision, direction, and 
control of SEA. The consultants, in effect, are an extension of SEA's staff They work under 
SF.^'s direction to conduct independent environmental analysis, dexelop appropriate 
environmental methodologies and nutigation options, and verify thc environmental information 
provided by the railroads, consulting agencies, and all other interested parties. The third-party 
consultants assist SEA in compiling the information into a Draf\ EIS. Any submissions or drafts 
by the third-party consultants for inclusion in ;he Draff EIS are submitted to SEA for its review, 



verification, and approval before the Draft EIS is presented to the public and appropriate Federal, 
slate, and local agencies for review and comment. 

After conducting additional environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
information available to date, consulting with appropriate agencies, and fully considering all 
public comments. SEA, with the assistance ofthe independent third-party consultants, will then 
draft a Final EIS. Again, any drafts or submissions by the third-party consultants are fully 
reviewed, venfied, and approved by SE.\ before the Final EIS is finalized and issued. 
Throughout thc on-going EIS process, SEA's involvement, oversight, guidance, and narticipation 
has and vvill continue to be extensive, including frequent meetings, briefings, and discussions 
conceming the methodologies, data collection, analysis, and recommendations. After issuing thc 
Final EIS, the Board will review the entire environmental record, including all public comments 
addressing environmental issues, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS in making its final decision in 
this proceeding. 

The third-party consultants for thc Conrail proceeding are De Leuw. Cather & Company, 
located at 1133 15* Street. NW, Suite 800, Washington, DC 20005; and HDR Engineenng, Inc., 
located at 1101 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. Thc project directors are Mr. Winn Frank 
for De Leuw and Mr. Jay Campbell for HDR, located at their respective offices as listed abox e. 
A list ofthe technical sub-consultants working on this project is enclosed with this letter. 

Third-Party Selection Process 

Although the independent third-party consultants are paid by the railroad applicants, SEA 
selected thc consultants and associated technical sub-consultants, in chocjing the consultants for 
this project. SEA began with its list of pre-approved consultants. SEA consulted that list to see 
which ones had the capacity and the multi-disciplined expertise to handle a project of this scope. 
At SEA's invitation, seven prospective consultants were invited to submit a written proposal, and 
make an oral presentation to a panel of Board staff members representing various offices, on 
their fimis' qualifications and how they v. ould approach the environmental review process. 
Three firms (De l euw. HDR. and ICF Kaiser) accepted SEA's invitation. 

After they made oral and wntten presentations, the panel selected De Leuw and HDR to 
be the independent third-party consultants SF.A selected two consultants because, at the time the 
consultants were chosen, it was expected that CSX would submit a pnmary appiication and that 
Norfolk Southem would submit an inconsistent or responsive application to the Board, and that 
SEA would use one consultant to assist in thc environmental review of CSX's proposal and 
another consultant to help analyze Norfolk Southern's acquisition proposal. In April 1997, the 
railroads notified the Board of their intent to file ajoint application. Therefore, the Dc Leuw and 
HDR staffs working on this project were integrated to work together, and have done so since that 
time. 

-2-



Prior to their selection, SEA reviewed in depth the qualifications ofthe two lead firms 
and all technical sub-consultants. In addition, the two third-party consultants and their sub­
consultants have provided statements that lhey have no conflict of interest or financial or other 
interest in the outcome ofthe Conrail proceedmg. 

1 hope this infomiation is helpful to you. 

Sincerely yours, 

U^yi 
Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Anaivsis 

Enclosure 

-3-



SURPACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washing-ton, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

October 10, 1997 

Re: Railroad Control Applicafion, Finance Docket No. 33388: Consultants & Sub-
Consultants 

Consultants 

DE LEIW, CATHER & COMPANY (D( t O) 
1133 15™ STRT.n. NW, SUITF-: 800 

WASHINGTON, DC looui 

HDR ENGINEERING, INC. (HDR) 
1101 KINGSTREFT 

ALEXANDRIA, V A 22314-2980 

Pl BLIC AFFAIRS MANAGEMENT 
101 THE EMBAKCADERO, Sum 210 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94105 

Sub-Consultants 

K. MENC. CHNG. INC. 
411 WAVERI EY OAKS ROAD. SUITE 321 

WALTHAM,MA02154 

THOMPSON LINGEL & M( GIM.EV HART 
77 N WASHINGTON STREET 

BO.STON, MA 02114 

MvRA L. FRANK & A.sso( IATES. IN( . 
8 i 1 WFJ>T 7'" STREET, Sum. 800 

I.O.S ANGELES, CA 90017 

KlTAK ROCK 
1101 CONN. AVENUE, NW, SUITE 1000 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 

1650 FARNAM STREET 
OMAHA, NE 68102 

At ENTECH 
33 MOUI TON STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 

THE ENMRONMENTAI, COMPANY 
1611 N KENT STREET. SI'ITE 900 

ARLINGTON. V A 22209 

WORLD WIDE RAIL 
3 EMERSON ROAD 

SEVERNA PARK. MD 21146 
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O-jLKe vvotî '̂  "-c-i/.'̂ v " f fv Sthu.ix. t l^ -^e. ''̂ ô û ^ ,A i \ l > ' U^P'̂ ^^e 
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U S Surlacc I ransportaiion Hc>,ird 
AI T.N StA-f inancc Docket > i;«« 
IV2S K Street NW 
Washin îton. LX 2042 < 

Dear Sirs 

M\ ch)ld(rcii). afl: nd l.incoln I lenieniar\ .School in Lakewood Ohio 
Lincoln IS nonh of the Nortolk Southern nilroad irKks Some ol Ihe children attending Lincoln must 
cross the tracks at least iwo limes a da> lo get lo and trom school fhere arc 4.M) children thai aiieiid 
Lincoln hlcmcniar> 

Lakeuood Hospital, thc closest and largest fire depannicni and Ihe Police station are all located south of 
the tracks 1 hus. a stopped or slow moving freight train could prexent emergencv serNices from raiching 
our children m an acceptable length ol time 1 his i cla> could cost a child ihcir lile ll could be m\ child 

I his IS why I tc.:l strongK against NS increasing rail traffic by three tune or more It ma> be more Mr 
Pat McC unc \ P ^ l̂biK Atfa-.rs tor NS (. orporation. said he could noi guarantee that rail tratlic would 
not e\t-eed thc ^ilroad's proposed aveiage of U to '«> trains per da> .As NS s business increases if is 
nioie than likcl'. the above numbers of trains through Lakewood and the West Shore a-ea will increase 
also I his IS no accepiable 

Following are lhe rea.sons we as a communm cannot allowed this to occur 

II Saiety - lor our children w ho cross the tracks dail\ lo go u\ schixil thc library and piiiks 

2) C arrviiig of tia/ardous waste - including nuclear uasie- wotild theoreticall> increase from ific present 
number ot 2.S4,«U cars per vea' lalread) too high ot a number through our coinniunity) lo over 764.IMK1 
cars per year Each car a potential threat to our children A studv done b\ the Agencv fbr Nuclear 
Protects. Nuclear Waste Olficc Nevada oased n. rubers Iron the I.- S Uepjirtincni offmergx and compiled 
the following statistic for the stale ol i)h\o 2 /( i shipmeiils ol high ie\el nuclear v*astc trom nuclear 
plrmts and nuclear wcip̂ Mi dis;innamcni will tra\el Ih.oiigh < )hio- 2.(K»3 of those shipments arc likely lo 
8<t throueh Lakewood and the Wesl Shore area of ( lc\eland Norfolk Southeni has a prc-agreemcni 
wuh the hedera' Cio\cmmeni to carrv the abiHc nuclear waste I here are two rouies through northern 
Ohio (Ine t>cm J throuch our ummiiinii\ 

per >ear Most of Ihe \ triplmg ot trains throui-h 1 akcw<HKi would mcicise air pollution m-
pollutani tieing nitrogen oxici. 

Other issues of strong concern are 

f-.\acualion of the schooN north of ihc irack« should n iram detail and spill ua/ardous carso I here are no 
school buses in leewood therefore, there would be no wa> tor the children in get out of ilic cit\ A 
decrease ol proix:n\ value which would alsc be a dc\;rcase tax base lor our .'-hools And a llight of 
tamilies from l.akewood which would mean a general decline lor oui coi -munitx 

1 his issue IS one ol great concern to all ol us lhal Ine in l.akewotxJ Pkvise be assured the ciii/cns ol the 
West shore area arc closel\ monitoring the SI B proeccdings I ani concerned about the satei> issues and 
how mv child in.vi) will be ;'.lected 

Sincereh. 
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September loOOGUftJENT 

Federal Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Section of Environment .^^nalysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20433 

ATTENTION: Document Number FD 33388 

Gen tlemen: 

This l e t t e r i s w r i t t e n to request t h a t you prevent the a d d i t i o n a l 
r a i l f r e i g h t t r a f f i c on the C l e v e l a n d - V e r m i l l i o n l i n e of N o r f o l k 
Southern R a i l r o a d l i n e west of Cleveland. 

Mv homo is i n Lakewood, Ohio, where we have 27 crossings i n three 
miles and only one underpass whereby t r a v e l e r s mav cross the c i t y 
i n a north-south d i r e c t i o n w i t h o u t r a i l i n t e r r u p t i o n . .Manv homes 
in Lakewood abut the r a i l l i n e . Students a t t e n d i n g Lakewood 
schools cross the tracks at l e a s t twice a day. 

I i i r m l v b e l i e v e t h a t Lhe Nortolk Southorn plan would d i s r u p t thc 
q u a l i t y of l i f e , endanger the h e a l t h of r e s i d e n t s from p o l l u t i o n 
and noise, endanger students t r a v e l i n g to and from school, delay 
p o l i c e , f i r e and emergency v e h i c l e s whereby minutes i n response 
tii'.e can o f t e n make a d i f f e r e n c e between l i f e and death. 

In a d d i t i o n , anv increase of f r e i g h t t r a i n s w i l l increase the 
l i k e l i h o o d of derailments. Should a r a i l accident happen that i s 
e a r r i n g hazardous m a t e r i a l , .ML of L.\KEWOOD would be r e q u i r e d to 
evacuate fo r h e a l t h and s a f e t v reasons. 

Please prevent the e s c a l a t i o n of uns; ; n d u n h e a 11V f r e i g h t 
movenont through our c i t i e s along Lake E r i e . 

Very t r u l y yours, 

MargaWt Fitzgera''ld 
17441 Shaw Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 441077 

cc: .Madoline A. Cain, .Mayor 
Citv of Lakewood 

Rep. Dennis J. k u c i n i c h 
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