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Norfolk Southem bids $1 billion 
more than CSX on Conrail deal 
By J E F F R E Y BRODEUR 
liiL ASSOCIATED PRESS 

I'HII.ADKLI'HIA A bid 
(liiu; war broke out today for 
Coiirail Inc., as Norfolk South 
ern Corp, said it would [lay 

billion for the company, 
toppuit^ CSX's offer by nearly 
$\ billion 

Kitlier nieifjer w'ould create 
the nation's third biggest rail 
road. ;i giant that vvould doini 
iiate the rail freight' industry 
in the r.ast 

Norfolk Southern's offer 
would mean $100 per share in 
casli to Conrail stock holders, 
beating the CSX offer of a 
cash and stock mix that values 
Conrail at $)U 51 per share. 

The CSX olVcr uutially was 
worth $l)-'l billion, but its stock 
price lias since fallen more 
than () percent, pulling down 
the bid's value to a little under 
$7.2 billion 

Nol folk Southei n. which had 
been rumored earlier this year 
to be interested m buyuig Phil 
iiili'lphia based Conrail. had 
.signaled its wlllingnes.-^ to (lis 
nipt the CSX deal when it was 
announced Oct 1.5 

"rills proposal is bi'tter on 
evei.\' point 'ban the C'SX'Cuii-
rai! proposii announced last 
wn k, " S.IKI David K Coode, 
(•h,iii 111 pi I'siilriit aiid chief 

executive officer of Norfolk 
Southern 

If Virginia based Norfolk 
Southern wins Conrail, the 
combination would create one 
of the country's biggest rail 
ro.ids, matching Norfolk 
Southern's strength in the 
Soutiieast with Conrail's ex­
tensive track network m the 
Northeast and Midwest 

"A combined Norfolk South 
ern-Conrail will create a more 
balanced eastern rail system 
and will do .so by increasing, 
rather than diminishing, com­
petition in the industry." 
Coode said. 

A combined Norfolk South 
ern and Conrail would, like a 
CSX Conrail deal, rank behind 
Union Pacific and Huiliiigton 
Noi'thern in terms of track 
mileage. 

Unlike CSX, however. Nor­
folk Southern would give Cim-
rail greater reach into the 
Southeast, where Norfolk 
Southern stretches as f i r as 
New Orleans and .lacksonville, 
Fla, 

Conrail and CSX had no im 
mediate comment 

In a letter to Conrail's Board 
of Directors. (Joode said Nor 
folk Southern would consider 
locating the combined com-
p-aiiy's headquarters m Phila 
delplna 

In Its deal. CSX said that the 
combined company would be 
i-enamed and based m Phila­
delphia, with CSX president 
John W. Snow as chairman. 

Norfolk Southern had said it 
would take steps to involve it 
self in the CSX-Ccnrail deal 
and in today's announcement 
confirmed it bad been trying 
to strike a deal with Conrail 
for years. Coode said he had 
suggested a combination as re 
cently as 11 days before the 
CSX deal was announced-

"VVe regret that, despite 
knowing our long term inter 
est in joining Conrail with 
Norfolk Southern, your chair­
man ignored our longstanding 
offer to submit a business com 
bination proposal to you." 
Coode said in the letter 

Norfolk Southern operates a 
14.500 mile rail system in 20 
states and Canada, as well as a 
trucking company, Conrail op 
erates an 11.000-mile ra i l 
freight network in 12 North 
eastern and Midwestern states, 
the District of Columbia, and 
Quebec 

CSX operates more than 
18.000 miles of track running 
through 20 states in the East, 
Midwest, South and in On 
tario. The rail business ac 
counted for nearly half of last 
ve.ir's revenues 

NEWS OF RECORD 
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SeCRlcTARY OF STATE 

»r.5T;- . . 'S^t : f tETARY OF STATE 

COR?0RAT6 F I L I N S S I 5 0 2 r 5 6 W S ' I S ' 

0 8 / 0 1 / 8 S 

CARLENE CODPER 
H A ' N S T . , P . 0 . BO.X 595 
JUf<CTION C I T Y * K Y . <iO<r<rO 

DEAR AGENT : 

SIX MONTHS AGO, THIS OFFICE NOTIFIED YOU THAT THE SUBJECT 
CCRPORATION HAD NOT fU60 ANNUAL REPORTCSI AS KEOUIREO BY KY. 
LAW. AT THAT TIME, WE GAVE NOTICE THAT UNLESS THESE ANNUAL 
REPORTS HERE RECEIVED MITHIN SIX MONTHS FROM THE OATE OF THE 
NOTICE THE CORPORATE CHARTER WOULO BE REVOKED 
PURSUANT TO KENTUCKY LAWIKRS 2nA.6l5». 

FURTHERf KENTUCKY LAW RtJUlRES THE SECRETARY OF STATF. 
TO HAIL THIS NOTICE THEREOF TO THE CORPORATION AT ITS 
REGtSTtRED OFFICE. 

SltiCEilELY, 

RUTH ANN POWERS 
CORPORATION DIVISION DIRECTOR 



THE SUNDAY INDEPENDENT 

IN OUR VIEW 

Ousted at KACo 
Changes will help restore credibility 

c.xecutivx's iiave taken a stej) 
toward regaining control and 
restoring credibility to then-
orKani/.itjon. II sliould not he 
the final step. 

In a move led by the Ken 
l u c k y C o u n t y Judge-
J'.\\:ecutive .Association, the 
trustees of tlu- Kentucky As­
sociation ot" Counties' linan 
cially strappea .All Lines 
Fund have voted to replace 
its third-pa!ly ad.-ninistratnr 
and attorney. 

The judgc-oxecutivcs savs 
other changes may be forth­
coming. 

Greenup County Judge-
Executive Ikibby Carpenter 
-said KACo Executive Direc­
tor John Griggs' future i.s ;n 
doubt. Griggs later an­
nounced tliat he will retire 
early. 

"Everyone is going to be 
held accountable," warned 
.Moi-gaii County Judge-
Executive Sid Stewart, presi-
(ient of the judgc-exeoutives 
group 

in'.Uiiii; K.in^.s aciiniiii.s-
iraiors accountable for the 
organization's prolijems is 
-sumothmg that needed to [le 
done years ago. JUu countv 
officials looked the other Wiiv 

H -okliiig KACo's 
adniini.strators 
accountiible for tho 
organr/,atio;i's problems 
is something that 
needed to lie dune \ ear.s 
ago. 

w h i l e K.A( \ i \\:\< J.PfMl i ; i 
volved in one controversy 
after another m recent years. 

Their nonchalant attitude 
changed radically when 
counties had to fool the bill 
to cover part of a $9.} million 
deficit in KACo's All Lines 
Fund, a self-insurance pro 
gram tiiat offered counties 
low rates for property and 
casualty protection. In this 
area, Boyd County has been 
a.^krd to p;iy .$U).-;.i7: Lireu-
nup. $l7,8ii«; Carter. U \ : m , 
and Rowan, ,'>27,31'1. 

It is too bad th;it ii took 
i.oun!y uiiicjaks i.o jung to 
wake up to the serious j)rob 
lems ;it KACo. New leader 
ship and meieased oversight 
is (he best wa\- to restore 
credibility to KACo. 
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IN MEMORY OF MY PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN 
Cliarlcs WcslciL Wheeler was born November 3. 1875, al Franks Creek, and passed away De­

cember 1. 1931. 
He was founder of The Sandy Valley Grocery Company, Inc., on Main Streei, Painlsville. 

Kentucky in 1921, and was president of the largest business in the tri-state—Kentucky—West Vir-
I ' lMKi—Ohio. 

Dad was in the early oil and iias boom, in Jol ason and NkigolTin Counts. Kenluck\ lor 
W heeler—LeMaster Oil and Cias lease. Incorporaied in 1924. lie was an ow iier in Jack lluniey Lease 
.V ,A..I. Tackelt Ixdyc^.'f (^'Ou^'l- M^U^ 

l-h/abeth bdlington Jayne Wheeler was born .lul\ .''(i. I S'̂ 9. at Big i'amt Creek. Both my parents 
weie i>oin m Johnson CoiiiUv. Keiiluck\. ;md weie m:i!iied in MagolTm Counlv bv Jî hn \\esle> 
\aidliuisc. 

She became vice-president of Sandy Valley Crocers in 1931, 
Sh.e passed awav Marcli .'̂ .O, 19.S(). Both parents are buried m the Mayo Cemetery and were 

mem!v!s of the United Baptist Church, 'llieir residence was 137 Main Sireel, Baintsville. 
I lie\ weie the paienls ot nine childien; Louia Wheeler Kennard, 1 ienry Melvin Wheeler, Henry 

llaiiiNon Wheeler. Sheim,in CLiv Wheeler. Rome Wheeler Ram.sey. Dola l : . Wdieeler. Dona W. 
W heeler. Johnnie Wheeler and Myitle Jayne Wheeler Mmi\. Two children are living, Rome Ramsev 
and M\Ille Mim.\. 

Mvrtle Jayne Wheeler Mmix 
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U,ii,i L. Whcclcr, S!. of 1000 
jijimsoii Avenue, Ar,lilunJ, ilicJ :it 
lOi'lS |>.ni. ' I Iiui.'i0,iy, M.ucli 13, 
1987, ill Our LiiUy of Ucllcroiuc 
nus[>u.il 111 Kusscil, fullowing itn 
CAtCUtjCd lIlllL'.SS. 

Mr. Whcclcr, or D. 1;., a.s lie w;is 
known (o iii.my, w;is born Oclolicr 7, 
1903. ill wiicclc.'sburc Ky., in 
M;tgofriii Couiuy, llic son of Charles 
Wesley and tliiiabeili Jayne Whcclcr. 

11c was a Uttoctor ,'iiid inarkcuiig 
,|',ciu for Sandy Valley Wholesale 
UKx;ery in lii.s c;uly ye.us. 

lie was in^Uuincmai in helping; to 
desclop Uill 'N D.ilc Subdivision, 
,ind Snullicrn Hills csuilcs, luid 
owned coniioiling inlercsl, D. i i . was 
a land developer, and lie loved iialurc, 
people, and all llunj;s God saw Uiat 
he needed w hile here on tlii.s cailJi-

lle W.IS i;enl"- ^nd kind lo all who 
knew hull. A southctn j^cnUeiii.ui ,ind 
>.(-i> lui'.|iit.ihlc injisoii. 

lie .iiieiKled iii.iny Uiiiled ll.ipu.st 
•-eisnes. l llis chiireli w,is Ins faiih, 
and lieiiiagc. lie loved the old soni;s, 
,iiiil ,( few d.i;.'. hcfoic hi.s passiiij;, he 
Iilied Ins weak arms, and sang an old 
SDiij; "Ainaziiig Ciaec How Swcei 
li.e .Sound". I wa: luld he sang il .ill 
llie w.iy iluoUi,h. Dol.i said he was 
l e . i dy Ul j ' . o . 

' lu luiiuin l.is [i.iSMn)' .lie Uuce 
si'.lei:.. Mis. Uj.ila Wlieeler Kennard 
(ll AsliKiud, Ky.. Ruic Wheeler 
l':..;i.'.ey of Whiiesburf,, Ky.. Myrilc 
••S!i'.c:cr .Minix of I'.iinlsville, Ky.. 

,:i,iiiy living nieces and 
. HIS decciscd bruihers aie: 
'• ':•. Uciiiy Harrison, 

: /.,na Wesley aiid 

Wheeler w..s al Juliii 
.... 1 ionr:. Visit,uion was 

:•; ' , ' j i i . uwa 5 

p,ni., Sunday iiioiiiiiig, 
M,ucli l.'i, 9 a.m. uiiul funeral. 

The funeral wtis hcid at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, 

Stceii i-uner,il Home, Ashhmd 
Chapel, Elder Waiter I'clphicy, Elder 
•Sa.nucl Colvin. and liiolhcr Dewey 
.McCaity, were in charge of llie 
United liaptisl Service. wiUi many 
singers from Uic churth suigiiig llie 
Old Baptist hymns and one in 
particular. "Aiiiazing Grace". 

i'allbearers were his nephews: 
James C, Kennard. William H. 
Whcclcr, David Dolan Wheeler. 
Josepli K.Tni.scy, Cliajics Donald 
Wheeler. Rich:ud Roscoe Wheeler, 
Anthony Spaiks Wheeler and Marcus 
Stephen Mmix, 

Interment was in iJie Ashlaiid Cem­
etery, 

CAIsDOr THANKS 
\V» do wish lo ih.-uik Dr. liluie, 

Dr, Rhodes, Uie p.iinsc.iring nurses at 
Our Lady of Dcllefoiuc Hospital, and 
the sitters tJial cared for him, were so 
very gentle, kind and devoted. 

We Ihank llie Uiiiled Baptist 
Cliuicli for their coiiifoiliiig words. 
,iiid die singeis for tJieir songs. 

And fur all the consoling words 
from so many who knew and loved 
Uola, and we di,iiik you for ilic 
lovely floral arr,uigemenl5. 

And most of all we thank GcxJ fur 
iiur kind, loving brodier and uncle, 
Dola l i . Wheeler. 

— LUUXJY -
Dola l i . Whcclcr. dear brother, 

uncle and fiicnd, died Hiursday, 
M.ircli 12, al cigliiy-onc yc.irs of age. 
lie was the fouriJi son of die late 
Cli.iiles Wesley and tlizabelli Jayne 
Wheeler. His early life svas spent in 
Magoffin County. In tlie late 1920s. 
,Mr. Wlieeler :icted as a sales .agent for 
a I'lorida land company in llic 1-lurida 
"land boo:u". He was also a dircclor 
and purchasing agent for Sandy 
Valley Gioccry Coinpany in llic 

1930s. In tbc lyiOs and early 1900s 
he developed Hill 'N D.ile 
Subdivision and Soutiiern Hills 
Usutes. He also owned and operated 
numerous stores and businesses in 
die area and was Iruly endowed with 
an entrepreneurial spirit. He loved 
animals and was never knosvn to 
meet a stiangcr. 

He attended die Unilcd Baptist 
Church and is survived by Ihree 
sisters, Louia Whcclcr Kcnnaid of 
Ashland, Rucy Wheeler Ram.scy of 
Whiicsburg, .and Myrtle Whcclcr 
Minix of Painlsville, numerous 
juctcs and nephews. V / s.̂  

"To be honcsl, lo be kind-lo carn\ 
little, 10 make the whole family ' 

happier lor his presence" is llie 
legacy dial he leaves us. He was a 
man of quick wit, an eternal 
optimist, .md a (Krson who rejoiced 
in die ent/epieneuiial spirit. He will 
be sadly missed by all who loved j 
l i m i . y r 

MY BROTIinR 
DOLA t . WULLLLR 

Occ.xsionally I look out :uid see--
A dear broilicr coming, and Ins 

na:nc is D.C. 
Mc is always humble, smiling and 

brighl-
This is a most pleasing and 

deliglid'ul sigliL 
He loves nature's beauty tJiat 

surrounds us a l l -
And all his people he clicrislics, 

, ^ d is enthralled. 
He likes Ihc companionship of all 

children-mankind Icx)--
I'm sure he has instrucled and 

educated a few. 
lie enjoys roaming tlie ridges in 

Soutiiern Hills 
And feeds all die birds dial fly 

onto his windowsiUs. 
He cares foi his dogs and all of die 

strays 
He must possess much goodness 

10 behave diis way. 
D. l i . enjoys God's gifts of tins 

beauuful Eardi 
I am awaiting Ins rcbuUi--
Hc reads liis Bible, and is very 

well versed. 
Tins is a trail tliat is instxucted of 

US--

'riiis describes a God fearing, 
hospitable Soudicm genUem.m. 

•He is my, brother and ;'speciar.is 
due. 

I know his niodier w.is pioud of 
him loo. 

May he follow my prayers so 
when Uiis life is over. 

HIS journey he will pursue, 
lly Myrllc Jayiic Wheeler 

M i i i i x 
February 17, iy77 

My prayers were answered 
March, 1987 

Ohc preceding 
ubiluary) 

Ls a paid 

Dorothy Clay 
Dorothy Davis Clay, 75, died 

Wednesday, March 18. 
Mrs. Clay wai born March 10, 

1912, llic daughter of Uill and Lcnorc 



i d i . Ruy V/clch, Altuaicy-At-J^iv.' ^ / J f . i 

oliciili;ud:.villc, 1;Y ' I U I O J / " l ^ / / 

^ l l c ; lJula J-. V,'liccici J;M.iic ^ f /Ahjl^^^^H-^ 

(JO Uca M r . V,'dcli: 

9 7)' //^lu^iJiYJ 

I 'c i yum icina:,!, 1 icvic-vcil mu t.lij:,ci,i ;in;uuiit lilc;; iiiul luiiial llic lollusviiu; ii i luiii i iUiuii 
Ic|',;iuiiii[! llic aUuvc iclcicjj<,cd c:,l.iti:. lJt)l:i Wiic 
I l . i l i t i i i . i l I l a i i l . w . i ' , ; i | i | 

aii |)i;iiiiuicir \;,\:, in.alt; .Miui.ciim-iii u; :t |i(aiin)ii iii.nic lu llic cuuii py a L.iil:i wiiccici ivcuuaul ' (JuX/ 
aiii-l a L'li.iik::. U. Wlicclci icquciaiiii', Ihc IKIUI,':. iipiiuiiiliiiciil. Oui llic:; LIIUW llic icquiicd ciialjl '^ '^^' j i ^ 

I i ir .cjiUay aial accuiiiiiiii;',.-. v.cic l i lcd v.'iili ilic J-iuyd iJii.uici Cui i i l in C;itlcU:.bui|!, I'vCiUuciiy | • j . 
V ^^UIKICI lile nuiHl;ci M/-1' UyV, 'Ilic liiial ^cUlcaiciil lur llic <::,lalc wa^ apiHuvcd by the cuuil iu W^^ /̂''̂  
'il̂ ^ i-K.i'.'ci 

. v / v . i x - n / . i - ^ v i t i v - v , V . / V i l l i . ( ( t w . > < i t i M I \ , / \M t ^i^t i M l \ _ / l l | l i K l W l l 

clcicy<.cd c:,l.itc. lJt)l:i Wiiccici |)a;,;,cd away on Maicli 12. Wii ' / and ' l l i i id , 
iliwiiilcd : i i l i i i i i i i - , l i : i l i i i (,)! llic c:.l:ilc by Ci i i l i l Ui i ic i u u / \ i ) i i l 1, lytiV. 'I'lic,.^^ 
-It; .•,iib:,ci|iiciii lu :t |i(aiiiuii iii.idc lu llic cuuu by a Luhi NVlicclci Kcuuaul ' ' ip-j 

.'lubcr i'JVi.- 'Iu my laiuv.icdr.c, v.'c cmiciuly do uul have any liu:it dciiailnicul accuuul: 
lur any ijT the Whcclcr laiiiily iiiciiihei;; nur did wjjiave anv accuuiil:; c:;iablislicd lur any laiiiily 
iiiciiibci.s di'iiii;^, the atliriiiii:iiraiiurrul ihc'colalc (]£jaUjj,tLMUClllJadjL^J,lui 

11 you need addiliuii.il iiiluiinaliur, ic|',auliiii; the cilatc,.wc iclcr yuu lo llic culalc lilin^is 
lucatcd at the lJuyd DijUict Cuuil Clcik's uUicc." 

oiaccicly, 

• '.., : . . ; . ' - " j iu ic l l(jii[;lcy'.,y.::.. 
•'•' •'"Tiusl OUiecr > 

i l . ' i : : i . •::'• t; -i ; •. : i •s'A • • . 

'. ••>,.".'•: /^,iV 
• ' - I ' l ' . i ' . 1 V-; •• 
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i :i::o:;'.'. Wlir.c 

.30 
(502) 543-9017 

Louisville 
(502) 955-6299 .. 

I-.-\X(502) 543-3100 

Novonibc-," 1 1994 

W J . f.'iyitlo Vviie.\i;: f.', 
P. o. Box io: 
f-a'ntsville, K\ • ; ' i2- ;0 

H t : Estate of Dola [:. Wlieeler 

Dear Ms. Minix: 

Thank ^ou for calling nie w i t l i concerns that you ha'/e regarding your 
b io t l ior 's estate. 1 contacted tl ic National City Bank in Asl i iand and received 
tfie enclosed letter dated October 25 , 1994 . Your concerns about this estate. 
arpverv^ubstantiaj__j ir- id from every indication it Vv'ouid take a tremenaous 
amount of time to assist you. It v.'ould be lo your advantage to employ an 
at torney not so far av/ay in order to keep attorney's fees more reasonable. 
Based upon the amount^of v/ork involved and the distance I decline to take 
your case. I Vv'ish you the very best in pursuing this matter , . 

Yours truly, 

'.i '-'-.-lV-i-l^-iifA'.-^-.'' ' • 

•REW/cy, 

. - Enclosure . 

'-/:}ilr\Sj<i^-^%(,,,'. 

»*' 
" Roy Er^ i ' son Welct i 

,'••• •''.*••.•.••-• ,:? • V - ' • -• • 
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JOHN Y, BROWN III 
StCSETARY OF STATE 

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E SUITE 152, STATE CAPITOL 
700 CAPITOL AVENUE 

FRANKFORT, KY 40601-3493 
(502) S64-3490 

FAX: (502) 564-5687 

i 

X 

C O R P O R A T E F I L I N G S (502) 561-28i»8 
C O R P O R A T E RECORDS (502) 564-7330 

RE: CLASSIC BANK SHARES,INC. 

DEAR S I R / M A D A M : 

I n r e s p o n s e to y o u r r e q u e s t f o r i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g the above named c o r p o r a t i o n 
p lease be a d v i s e d t h a t : 

1 . ( ) T h e r e g i s t e r e d a g e n t is 

2 . ( ) T h e a d d r e s s o f t h e r e g i s t e r e d a g e n t a n d r e g i s t e r e d o f f i c e i s : 

3. ( ) T h e c o r p o r a t e ma i l i ng a d d r e s s i s : 

( ) T h e c o r r e c t c o r p o r a t e name is l i s t e d a b o v e . 

( ) T h i s c o r p o r a t i o n has pa id a l l fees d u e a n d o w i n g to t h e O f f i c e o f t h e S e c r e t a r y 
o f S ta te o f t he Commonwea l th o f K e n t u c k y to d a t e ; has d e l i v e r e d to t h e 
S e c r e t a r y o f S ta te i t s most r e c e n t a n n u a l r e p o r t , a n d rema ins a c t i v e a n d in 
good s t a n d i n g . 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

( ) T h i s e x i s t e n c e o f t he c o r p o r a t i o n i s : 

( ) T h e c o r p o r a t i o n a u t h o r i z e d sha res of sxock . 

(XX) We have no r e c o r d o f a c o r p o r a t i o n b y t h i s name; f o r e i g n n o r d o m e s t i c . 

( ) T h i s is a c o r p o r a t i o n w h i c h q u a l i f i e d in t h i s 

s ta te on 

10. ( ) O t h e r : 
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his IS a long o\crdue letter I ex 
ss my .nppreciation to all the 
d working cit> employees. They 
ai'-says there when needed 
ofTer specnl praise to the ver>' 
d WOl king, conscientious and re 
)le sanitation -.voi kors Day in 
day out, in all kinds of weather 
conditions, they '.'.ork for us 

'•yine our trash garbage and de 

eie s hats off ffv a job well done 
rh.Trlf's D. VVhoolor 



n .^uri^^y ^ 

^ ^ ^ SENDER: Conip ln !» i i e m r 1 and 2 whon ac*dilional seivi i 
3 end 4 

services are Oesired. and comple te I "^^^ ^ *^ 

Put your aiJdrcssjl^ e "RETURN T O " Space on the reverse side Failure l^~~''.this wil l prevent th i -vvT 
f r o m b e m g r e t u r n ' , . j y o u J t l f . £ f t i i r n ^ r o r p i p t t r p w i l l prr iv id*? yOu l h p narr i tA ^ip p p r s p n d g l i y p r c d t ^ ^ * V 
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lor additional servtcrTs) leLupn*?oJ ' j i^r \ Ns^ 
s address, 2. j t j Restr icted Del ivery * 

ancTche'ck boxresT7or additional servtcrTsllejjue 
1. • Show to whom delivered, daid, arid 

(Extra charge) 

Article Addressed to: 

Adminis t ra t ive Offjy^je^y^ '9l 
Courts ^ 
100 M i l l creek Park NANCY ' '-.T'-tUR 
Frankfor t , KY A0601-$230 ' f 

4 Ar t ic le Number 

P 296 773 767 

ATTENTION: High S l̂f A^2_Ilu4jJJ,cator'Q ̂  
Operator 6 7-P-099 

Signature 

1 vpe of Service 

L J Registered CIl Insurer] 

OUCCertil ied • COD ^ ^ ^ 

^ ll ̂  
Always obta,n s,qr-ature ot arloresse. 
or agent and DATE oeLlVER^D 

6 Signature - " \ ; ) C \ 

7. Date of Del ,very 

8 Addressee s Address (OV/> 

1/ 

1^ 
PS IF / rn i 3 8 1 1 , A 

JUN 221980 
l'"',S') ••, rt eo I9«.) 231-815 DOMESTIC RETURN I 
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S U R F A C E TRANSPORTATION BOARD k f t ^ ' . O ^ - l l ^ ^ 
Washington, DC 20423 ' ' 

Seaion of Environmental Analysis 

^ - " ^ " " ' ' E N V I R O N M E N T A L 

Mr C. Michael Loftus D O C U M E N T 
The Four City Consortium 
Slover & Loftus 
1224 Seventeenth Street. N.W. 
Washington. D.C. 20036 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 -- CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 
Acquisition - Conrail: Response to Information Request 

Dear Mr. Loftus: 

The purpose of this letter is to respond to your information request dated January 12, 1998. 
The majority of the information requested is contained in Table 5-IN-9. This table is included as 
Attachment 1 and can also be found in the Supplemental Errata, which was mailed on January 21, 
1998. Please note that this table provides updated infonnation on vehicle delay from what 
appeared in Volume 3A of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 

Three cf the items you requested are not directly listed in the table. They are: 

• Train speed adjustments (item 2c). The adjustments used appear as Attachment II. 
• Any assumptions as to train weight and power (item 2d). No assumptions were 

made. Train weight and power were not used in the calculation of delay. 
• Number of tracks at the crossing (item 2g). This information was not used in the 

calculation of delay. 

If you have additional questions or concems that are not clarified by the attached 
information, please contact Michael Dalton. SEA Program Manager, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sineerelv vours. 

Elaine K.. Kaiser'̂  
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

Attachn 



Surface I ransportation Board , \ T T . \ C H M E N T I 
Section of E-'nv ironmental .•\nal\sis 
W.i.<hington. DC 2042.̂  

PROPOSED CONRAIL .XCQl ISITION 

FINANCE DOCKET NO. 33388 

DRAFT FNVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT S l PPLEMENTAL ERRATA 

Januarv : i . 1998 

Tabic 5-IN-9 (Revised) 
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Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Fns ironmental ..Xnalssis 
Washington IX' 204:.5 

ATTACHMENT II 

PROPOSED CONR.ML ACQUISITION 

FIN.ANCE DOCKET NO, 33388 

FOUR CITIES HIGHVV AV7R.\IL 
AT-GRADE CROSSINGS 

TR.AIN SPEEDS* 

Januars 21, 1998 

Time 
Number of Track Pre Acq. Table 

Crossing Roadway DEIS Train Chart Adjusted Speed 
County Seg. No. FRA ID Roadway Names Lanes ADT Speed (mph) Speed Speed Rest. 

Lake C-023 I63620N Sheffield Ave. 2 8,030 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 16362IV Hohman Ave 3 10.500 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 163627L Calumet Ave 4 17.600 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 I62632H Columbia Ave 4 15.000 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 163635D Indianapolis & I S 20 4 13.650 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 162637S Railroad Ave. 4 7,500 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 I63638Y Kennedv 4 7,325 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 I6363<)F Euclid Ave 4 7,500 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-023 163643V US Route 12 4 14,820 25 35 30 25 
Lake C-024 522912C 5"' Ave. 4 13,220 30 30 25 25 
Lake C-024 522915X Clarke Rd 1 7,500 50 30 25 25 
Lake C-026 522883U Illinois St 

•) 
7,880 35 40 35 NR»* 

Lake C-02'' 155652M Counrsline Rd 2 7.500 50 60 50 NR 
Lake C-02' 155645N Clark Rd 1 7,250 50 60 50 NR 
lake N-042 522929F Calumet Ave 7,500 45 40 35 40 
Madison N-040 474600L S.R.9 1 14,351 40 49 45 40 
Madison N-040 47460!T Harrison St. 5.899 40 49 45 40 
Porter C-026 522867K \\ ashington St 2 13,690 35 40 35 NR 
Porter C-026 522869Y Napoleon St. 2 5,296 35 40 35 NR 
Porter C-066 155623N Crocker 2 6,800 50 60 50 NR 

l)a;a for this table originated in the December 199" Drafl hIS and applicable railroad track charts and timetables sshich provided track rating and operating speed ;-•strictions. 
NR - No rims'table Speed Restriction 



Administratively Confidential 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE January 14, 1998 

TO: John Morton 
Ed Papazian 

FROM W Steve Lee 

SUBJECT: Request from the Four City Consortium for highway/rail at-grade crossing delay 
data 

ACTION REQUIRED Prepare immediate response 

DATE REQUIRED January 16, 1998 

The attached letter from the legal counsel (Michael Loftus) for the Four City Consortium 
requests that SEA provide additional data on the highway/rail at-grade crossing delay calculation 
to facilitate their review of the Draft EIS and negotiations with the railroads 

Please review the letter, contact the Mr Loftus for clarification if necessary, and prepare 
a response for SEA review no later than noon Friday, January 16, 1998 As you know, these 
communities are areas of concern and are "consultation communities." 

Attachment 

cc: Mike Dalton 
Bonnie Nixon 
Charles Gardiner 

1 -



COPY 
W I L L I A M L . S L O V E H 

C. M I C H A E L LOFTUS 

D O N A L D O. AVEBY 

• l O H N H . LE S E I ; H 

K E L V I N J . D O W D 

HOBEBT D. BOSENBEBG 

C H R I S T O P H E R A, M I L L S 

FRANK J . P E R O O U Z Z l 

ANDREW B . KOLESAB I I I 

. l E A N M . CI N N I N O H A M 

P E T E H A . P K O H L 

S L O V E R & L O F T U S 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

1884 S E V E N T E E N T H STREET, N . W. 
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DOCUMENT 

BY HAND DELIVERY 

El a i n e K. Kaiser 
Environmental ProjecL D i r e c t o r 
S e c t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
ATTN: STB Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Finanro Docket No. 33388 
CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and CSX T r a n s p o r t a t i o n .Inc., 
N o r f o l k Southern C o r p o r a t i o n and N o r f o l k 
Southern Railway Company -- C o n t r o l and Operating 
Leases/Agreen.ents -- C o n r a i l I n c . 
and Consolidated R a i l C o r p o r a t i o n 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

The C i t i e s of East Chicago, Indiana; Hammond, In d i a n a ; 
Gary, Ind i a n a ; and Whitmg, Indiana ( c o l l e c t i v e l y , the "Four C i t y 
Consortium" o r the "Four C i t i e s " ) hereby request t h a t the Board's 
Sec t i o n of Environmental A n a l y s i s ("SEA") pr o v i d e them w i t h 
a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n concerning the t r a i n speed i n p u t s used by 
SE\'s environmental c o n t r a c t o r i n c a l c u l a t i n g v e h i c l e delay times 
at c e r t a i n at-grade r a i l / h i g h w a y crossings i n the Four C i t i e s 
area t h a t w i l l be adversely impacted by the A p p l i c a n t s ' o p e r a t i n g 
plans a f t e r the C o n r a i l c o n t r o l t r a n s a c t i o n i s consummated. The 
v e h i c l e delay times c a l c u l a t e d by SEA's c o n t r a c t o r are i n c l u d e d 
m the D r a f t Environmental Impact Statement ("DEIS") m the above 
proceeding served on December 12, 1997. 

The information requested i s necessary to enable the 
Four Ci t y Consortium to provide meaningful comments with respect 
to the DEIS's a n a l y s i s of the environmental impacts of the 
Conrail transaction on the Four C i t i e s region. Such comments are 
due on February 2, 1993. The information requested may al s o be 
useful m f a c i l i t a t i n g a negotiated solution to the problems 
rai s e d by the Four C i t i e s , as suggested by SEA, which would avoid 



Elaine K. Kaiser 
January 12, 1998 
Page 2 

the necessity f o r asking the Beard to impose environmental 
m i t i g a t i n g conditions. 

On October 21, 1997, the Four City Consortium f i l e d 
Comments and Requests f o r Conditions i n t h i s proceeding which 
described c e r t a i n negative environmental impacts from the Appl i ­
cants' proposed d i v i s i o n of Conrail. The negative impacts r e s u l t 
p r i m a r i l y from Applicants' plans to move more t r a f f i c over l i n e 
segments containing numerous highway/rail grade crossings. The 
Four C i t i e s ' Comments propose an A l t e r n a t i v e Routing Plan that 
was developed to mitigate these negative environmental and 
rel a t e d impacts, while r e q u i r i n g only minimal adjustments to the 
Applicants' proposed operating plans. 

In the DEIS, SEA recognizes the concerns raised by the 
Four City Consortium, and recommends that the Applicants consult 
wit h the Four C i t i e s and other appropriate parties to address the 
p o t e n t i a l t r a f f i c delay and safety concerns raised by the Four 
C i t i e s w i t h respect to c e r t a i n rail/highway grade crossings. 
(DEIS, Volume 3A, Chapter 5 at page IN-85.) The Four C i t i e s and 
the Applicants are i n the process of attempting to negotiate a 
mutually-acceptable agreement f o r measures to address these 
problems (which may include aspects of the A l t e r n a t i v e Routing 
Plan). The f i r s t meeting of the pa r t i e s for t h i s purpose took 
place l a s t Friday, and f u r t h e r meetings w i l l be held i n the near 
fu t u r e . 

One of the p r i n c i p a l issues i n dispute between the Four 
C i t i e s and the Applicants i s the amount of delay time that i s or 
would be incurred by vehicles at c e r t a i n rail/highway grade 
crossings i n the Four C i t i e s region that are impacted by the 
Applicants' operating plans. Crossing delay times are influenced 
heavily by t r a i n length and speed, among other factors. In order 
to be able to comment i n t e l l i g e n t l y on the DEIS and respond to 
the Applicants' contentions, i t i s c r i t i c a l f o r the Four C i t i e s 
to know what t r a m speeds and other assumptions were used by the 
SEA'S environmental contractor i n developing crossing delay 
estimates f o r these crossings. 

The DEIS indicates that SEA has analyzed 15 at-grade 
rail/hiahway grade crossings i n the Four C i t i e s area f o r vehicle 
delay. " i I d . , Volume 3A, Chapter 5 at page IN-84.) The Four 
C i t i e s ' consultant has inquired i n f o r m a l l y of SEA's environmental 
ccritractor as to the inputs used to calculate delay times f o r 
these crossings, including the t r a i n speeds used. However, the 
contractor would not divulge the s p e c i f i c t r a i n speeds or other 
assumptions used m developing delay times for the 15 crossings 
studied. 



Elaine K. Kaiser 
January 12, 1998 
Page 3 

Accordingly, the Four C i t y Consortium requests that SEA 
fur n i s h i t w i t h the following inputs and assumptions used by 
SEA'S environmental contractor i n c a l c u l a t i n g the crossing delay 
times f o r the 15 grade crossings studied: 

1. A l i s t of a l l grade crossings i n the Four C i t i e s 
that were evaluated. 

2. For each crossing evaluated (please provide the data 
separately for pre-and p o s t - a c q u i s i t i o n ) : 

a. The number of t r a i n s assumed to use the 
crossing d a i l y . 

b. The t r a i n lengths assumed. 

c. The t r a i n speeds assum.ed and the manner i n which 
those t r a m speeds were determined ( i f actual 
speeds, the source of the information concerning 
such speeds; i f not actual speeds the basis f o r 
the speeds (e.g., FRA data, r a i l r o a d timetable) 
and any adjustments made to approximate more 
closely actual speeds. 

d. Any assumptions as to t r a i n weight and power 
(drawbar horsepower). 

e. Average Daily Vehicular T r a f f i c . 

f. The number of vehicle lanes i n each d i r e c t i o n . 

g. The number of tracks at the crossing. 

h. The warning devices at the crossing. 

In order to be able to make meaningful use of t h i s 
information both i n the settlement discussions wi t h the Appli­
cants and i n preparing comm.ents on the DEIS, the Four C i t i e s 
r e s p e c t f u l l y request that i t be provided to t h e i r undersigned 
counsel at the e a r l i e s t p racticable date. I f SEA i s unable to 
provide a l l of the data requested i n a timely manner, the m.ost 
c r i t i c a l items of information needed by the Four C i t i e s are the 
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pre- ^nd post-acquisition t r a i n lengths and t r a i n speeds used i n 
conducting the crossing delay studies. 

Sincerely, 

C. Michael Loftus 
An Attorney f o r the C i t i e s of 

East Chicago, Indiana; Hammond, 
Indiana; Gary, Indiana; and 
Whiting, Indiana ( c o l l e c t i v e l y , 
The Four City Consortium) 

CAM: mf w 

cc: Hon. Vernon A. Williams 
Dennis G. Lyons, Esq. 
Richard A. Allen, Esq. 
Paul A. Cunningham, Esq. 
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REVIEW OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT 
FINANCF", DOCUMENT # 33388 

Cr.X A.ND NORF OLK SOl 'TMEiRN CONTROL AND ACQUISITION 
SERVICE DATE: 12/12/97 COMMENT D.ATE: 2/2/98 DECISION I . D. #28629 

VILLAGE OF TOLONO, ILLINOIS 
JANUARY. 1998 

ASSESSMENTS OF THE PROPOSEI) RAIL LINE SEGMENT CONSTRUCTION 
SOUTHEAST OF THE INTERSECTION OF THE IC AND NS LINE. 

This sumnuiry uill .uKlress the proposetl consiruction activities discussed in the draft 
environmental impact statement prepaieil hy the surface transportation board section of the 
environmental analysis. The purpose is lo address the proposed construction activities as they 
affect citi/ens of l olono and iheir surrounding en\ironment. It will address the potential 
impacts that include (he areas of safety, transportation systems, land use. air quality, noise 
pollution, and siicio-econt>mic issues. 

The document states that the construction would not result in any significant environmental 
impact. A review of the proposal together with the surrounding area and the comments from 
Village resulenis conliriiis that this statement is in error. There is a documented increase in 
noise, air pollution, traffic disruption, safely, and other effects on the adjacent residential area. 
The document notes that the no action" aliemative w ould not cause further disruption to the 
citi/ens of Tolono. (iiven that alternative, rail spurs in other locations would give the desired 
connection w iih lessor impact. This no action alternative is a practical and viable one and 
should be ct)nsidered as the primary alteinali\ e as it relates to the Village of Tolono. 

The follow ing represents a specific re\ iew of the proposal and a summary of comments 
draw n from community members. Village officials, engineers and related professionals. 

I . SAFETY 

A. There IS an increased probably of train accidents and derailments that expose 
ItKal residents lo addilional iui/aid in the area. This ha/ard is particularly risky to area 
children. The proposed iicu s|iiir woulil add another Hack lo the main rai ad crossing area 
for school children and during construction ihere would be no access acro.-.s the tracks for the 
children. 

The increased volume of train traffic would be from 2! lo 39 trains per day on the Norfolk 
Southern line. The neu Iraffic related to the s]Hir line w ill be 2 irains per day. .As a result, the 
piobabh ot iram accidcnls due to mdi\iduais crossing the tracks, and in particular, children 
crossing the tracks, piescnis a \ery re; 1 and detrimental risk. On Ihe South side of the tracks, a 
home for lhe disabled creates additional pedestrian Iraffic by its residents, 

IL l he ciiiiviH drali of the cm iioniiicnlal impact statement glosses over some 
very signilicaiii satei> i|iiestions. l he Surface Transportation Board provides for the 
em iiDiiiiiCiilal iiiipaci si.ilciiicnl lo ici|iiiie ihc follow ing details; 

"Disci he potential en\ ironmental impacts of the proposed transaction on public health 
and safet\ uiih icspcci lo ihe lianspi>rtalion of lui/ardous materials, including: 
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(1) C hanges in the types of hazardous materials arid c|uanlities transported or re-routed; 
(2) Nature of the ha/ardous materials being transported; 
(3) Applicants' safety practices and protocols; 
(4) Applicants' relevant safety data on derailments, accidents, and hazardous materials 

spills; 

(5) Contingency plans to address accidental spills; 
(6) Probability of increased spills given railroad safety statistics and applicable Federal 

Railroad Administration requirements; and 
(7) Location and types ol hazardous substances at hazardous waste sites or hazardous 

materials spills on the right-of-way of any proposed connection or rail line 
abandonment site " 

Tables in Chapter .*> of the Draft Document constitute a cursory sumitiary but do not 
provide any detail and specifically do not address the particular issues in Champaign County 
and more importantly m Tolono, Illinois as they relate to the abme criteria. The fact that detail 
for these important items is noticeably absent from the review is of great concern to the Village 
and members of the communily. Trains traveling on Ihe new spur line which will carry 
hazardous materials appear to be within 7.̂  feet +/ lhe single family resideiKes that are pre­
existing along the lailuay. The local fire ilislrict does nol have the equipment to handle 
ha/ardous material sjiills next to the residential areas especially with the increased probability 
of accidents and derailments In addilit)n, there is an increased probability of fires which 
w ould also present an unreasi)iiable and dangerous challenge to the local fire district. The 
remaining unaddressed concerns in\ol\e questions on the types of hazardous materials the 
railroad cars w ill be transporting, specific safety practices, protocol and how they will have an 
impact on addressing this increased risk, and specific plans that w ill address potential 
derailments and resulting ha/ardous spills as they relate to liicse residential homes. 

I I . TRANSPORTATION 

A. There w ill be additional vehicular delays at railroad crossings caused by the 
increase in train iraffic. 1 he report does nol address the specific increase in time on the 
Norfolk Southern line ulieii lhe number of Irains has increased by 18 per day. At 15 miles per 
hour, the u>ial delay m lime lor '̂ 9 uaiiis per day is 2 hours 36 minuies per day assuming there 
is no tram stoppage uluch would iilock crossing. Based on the day lo day reporting of 
commumty members, ii is clear thai existing train traffic routinely blocks all of the crossing 
for an excessive amount of lime. Access from one side of the community to the other is 
already stressed due to dela>s caused by trains. Any increase in train traffic would greatly 
burden an alreadv stressed access to U.S. Route 4.'> from lhe east side of Tolono at Benham 
Streei. The report does not address the continuing inciease in the use of Benham Street nor 
does It address this increase of burden on the Vili.ige. The result in addilional delay of traffic 
would cicarlv have a large negali\e impacl on vehicular iraffic al these crossing. More 
importantlv. there would be an increased delay in the ability for emergency vehicles (police, 
tlie and aintnil.incei lo 'jam access tioiii one side of lhe communily to lhe other. 

IL Dunng coiisiniction. lhe lack of crossings would put a severe burden on 
emergency vehicles in the community. Tor residents, the lack of crossing i:icluding the closure 
of an arterial street (HeiihamI and a collector sireel (Elizabelh) and a UH:al .̂ ucct (Bourne) 
would severely restrict vehicular traftic and have a significant impact on the ability of the 
average citizen to conduct business or olherw ise reside in the community. 



C. Daggy Street is a nuck route used by farmers to deliver grain to the local 
elevators in addition to lhe use by the surrounding community. Closure during construction or 
potenlial overall elimination would have a significant impact on local citizens and this 
commercial traftic and could potentially require a change in the designation to one of the 
Village's Olher streets. This is clearly perceived as a negative impact. 

IU. LAND USE 

A, In review ing the proposed rail construe.ion as it relates to land uses there are 
the following observations. Rail consiruction will have a substantial impact on the residents 
adjacent lo the new spur and along the Norfolk Southern tracks. The construction does not 
comply w ilTi the Village's land u.se plan in that the area adjacent to the proposed spur is zoned 
R-2, medium density residential. Almost all the residences built in the area are comprised of 
owner-iKcupied single family dwellings. It is impossible to imagine a more inconsistent use of 
land than heavy industrial rail use in the midst of single family residences. 

In the event lhat the pioposed spur will take place under R-2 Zoning it would be clearly 
inconsistent with the existing zoning use of the property. In the event that the proposed 
expansion lakes place on the property adjacent lo R-2, w hile potentially not directly violating 
R-2 zoning itself, the use w ill clearly be inconsistent with that of single fanuly residences 
immediately adjacent to the use. 

During construction there w ill be significant disturbance, noise, and risk proposed to these 
pre-existing properties. Alter constrtiction, use of this property will burden adjoining property 
owners wilh excess noise, pollution, and risk of accidents and derailments. 

B. There are no apparent effects on farm land. 

C. There are no apparent effects on coastal areas. 

IV. AIR QUALITY 

A. There w ill be a dcmonstialable increase in air emissions. The report noted an 
increase in the number of freight trains per day which will exceed the threshold number for air 
quality impacl analysis. Based on the report, increases of VOC or NOx are considered to be 
significant if entissioiis exceed certain lev.-ls. Data in the report states that the increase rail 
activities would result in the increased levels of all pollutants. Thus, under the existing 
proposal there w oulu be a demonstrated increase in in: emissions and a significant decrease in 
air quality tor the comiiuinily. 

V. NOISE POLLUTION 

.•\, \\ nil regard u> noise impact on the immediate area, the report confirms that an 
increase in lhe number of treight trains will logically mean an increase in level of noise. Based 
upon a review of tins dratt. this increase w ill exceed the threshold number for noise impact 
analysis. Thus, it is reasonable ti> conclude lhat there w ill be a significant impact of noise on 
the immediate area which is comprised of owner occupied single family dwellings. 

B. The report stales that the change in train \olume will result m an Ldn increase of 2.3 
dBA exceeding the threshold ioi noise analysis. The current 65 dB.-\ contour of 150 feet would 
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extend to 500 feet perpendicular lo the tracks. Based upon this analysis it appears that within 
the report lhat there is a net effect of noise on the community is that more residents will be 
exposed to more noise resulting from the increased train traffic. Community members and 
others generally interpret this to be a significant and negative impact. 

C. The references to noise in Ihe report neglects to take into account thr. noise from wheel 
squeals on the spur. It is clear that Irains on spurs generate wheel squea's not normaily 
associated w ith main line traffic. While nol quantified in the report, it seems obvious dial 
wheel .squeals would general additional noi.se as a result of the creation of the spur. 

VL SOCIO-ECONOMIC ISSUES 

In reviewing the socio-economical issues directly related lo the changes in the 
physical environmental as a result of the constiiiclion, it is clear that the construction would 
result in the closure of public streets necessary for commercial, residential, and emergency 
vehicle traffic. In addition, there are concerns regarding damage to existing utilities which 
w ould be cros.sed. .A trunk line water main which serves the southern portion of the village, the 
mobile home park, and other homes lurther south have no loop. If it is damaged, no other 
water service wouki be available unlil the damaged trunk line is repair. In addition, a 27 inch 
diameter slonii sewer which serves the west sitle of the village and the newly constructed 
Route 45 retention basin is Ihe only available storm water outlet. If it were to be damaged, no 
other storm w ater ouilet would be available until il was repaired. 

Installatiiin of the spur would require borrow material which would result in increased 
elevations trom the new construction. This raises the potential for increased flooding on 
adjoining residential areas. Storm water patterns are always effected by construction and the 
addition of improvious areas. Thus, a critical concern is the impacl of drainage patterns on 
nearby structures which would have to be carefully analyzed and taken into account in the 
event of any construction. 

CONCLliSION 

A significant number of community members gave oral an written input in response to the 
information circulated by the railroad am,! commumiy leaders. Attached, and by reference 
incorporaied herein, are copies of letters received trom area citizens. 

The current drafi includes a number of changes from the first drafi resulting from 
comments al a public hearing about lhe original drafi proposing lhe rail spur. It was explained 
that the original priiposal overstated the size of the propt)sed rail spur and the current draft 
significantly reduces the size but still raises a number of concerns. It delixers the same amount 
of trafiic as was originally pri>posed and while certain aspecls have been corrected and issues 
addressed, Ihe current dratt of the impacl statements still glosses over critical noise, air, and 
saiety concerns originally raised in lhe first ilr. lt and raiseil again in this review. 

Based upon cirienl data in Ihe enviroiinienlal impacl statement, a review of the site, 
discussn>ii 'Mth communily members, and ihoughltul analysis, it is reasonable to conclude lhat 
Ihe proposed merger rai.ses significant safely issues, hazardous materials issues, transportation 
issues, land issues, socio-economic issues, noise pollution issues, and air quality issues that 
suggest that alternatives to adding a larger number of trains and a rail spur are far more 
prefer.ibie 
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October 8, 1997 

V i l l a g e of Tolono 
P.O. Box 667 
T o l o n o , TL 61880 

RE: N o r f o l k Southern l^roposal 

Gentlemen: 

We as r e s i d e n t s of 110 E. M a r s h a l l i n Tolono are v e r y much opposed t o 
the proposed spur. We f i n d the r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g s a l r e a d y b l o c k e d by 
t r a i n s much of the time d e l a y i n g our g e t t i n g i n and out o f Tolono. 
These are not i u s t small delays, mucli of the time and sometimes more 
t l i a n one c r o s s i n g i s a f f e c t e d . We are a l r e a d y concerned about 
emergency v e h i c l e s being able t o move f r e e l y i n Tolono, and the 
complete c l o s i n g of another c r o s s i n g w i l l , of course, o n l y add t o t h i s 
problem g r e a t l y . 

There are many yovmg c h i l d r e n i n our neighborhood and t h e i n c r e a s e d 
t r a f f i c would be a danger. 

The n o i s e from the t r a i n s i s a l r e a d y s i g n i f i c a n t , and a d d i t i o n a l n o ise 
w i l l make t h i n g s even more d i f f i c u l t . We f i n d i t t r y i n g t o even leave 
windows open because of the n o i s e . 

The t h o u g h t of hazardous m a t e r i a l b e i n g r o u t e d t h r o u g h Tolono i s a l s o 
cause f o r concern. What would happen i f a s p i l l occurred? Who w i l l 
be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o t e c t i n g the people of Tolono? 

We w i s h t o v i g o r o u s l y r e g i s t e r our o p p o s i t i o n t o t h i s p r o p o s a l . 

Veiy t r u l y yours, 

I .-1. 7^7^<^-li--^-^-'"'"^''^ 

' - *K',. , r 
KJ ciiik K. Krasnowsjci - /, 
I ' a t r i c i a A. Krasnowski 



Nov. 13. 1996 

RE: NORFOLK SOUTHERN TOLONO SPUR EXPANSION 

Genllemet), 

I've lived in Tolono six years. Railroads are part of ou. life here. I 
live on the tracks. 

l o this date the railroad has done no housekeeping along their 
tracks. Weeds have not heen cut in this period. If any repairs are done, 
the old parts —ties, spikes, plates to hold ties in place, etc are left to lie in 
the weeds where they are thrown. The railroads are very inconsiderate. 

I find it dirilcuh to believe anything they say. They will do as they 
please. Tolono has no legislation to control what they do. I think they 
should have. 

I don't think you should wait until they start work on this project. I 
believe they will do this no matter what we Tolono citizens want. I repeai-
-they are inconsiderate. 

Yours Truly. 

James Sheahan 
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Norfolk Southern Proposal; 
V i l l a g e Of Toloro. 

With more t r a i n s running throujrh town, therela alwAya more 
danger of something going wrong. We hajve enough trouble getting 
across tho cras.iln/'S now. More t r a i n s would slow down t r f t f f l c 
dira:3 t i c a l l y . 

I l i v e at IJ7 E . Dafcy, and from what T can aee now we would 
have to give up the road in l>nt of our hoinft, or worse. 

The qu a l i t y of the a i r would also be lower, from diieael fumes and 
r a i l dust. 

The added noise would make i t harder' to r e s t , es-paclally for 
the l i t t l e ones and those with breathing: dlaardera. 

I b u i l t our home c'ti years a^fo,liopin^- Wa wouldn't have to moove 
•gain. I'm 7h joara old and 1 dont know where we would go i f we 
had fio moove. 

Having nioore t r a i n s would add to the liariger of haizerdloys waste 
s p i l l s here in town. 

I f we have to have crossings cloatd here in town i t would caube 
us to dr-ive f a r t h e r . I t would he harder to ^?et emergency v e h i c l e s to 
th i s part of town. 

I do hope jou w i l l tuke a l l t h i s Into consideration before a^dding 
a spur onto the r a i l r o a d . 

Yours Truly. 



Norfolk And Weatern 

Norfolk And Southern Proposal 
Village of Tolono, 111. 

Pirat I want everyone to know I'm not trying to stand In th« way 
of progresBo 

I'm in favor of progreas, but do we need to moove people, or 
•ndanger lives to pet thia progress, 

I hope i f the ra;Ilroad do^a decide to go through, i t w i l l find 
a better way then to crowd ue out, 

I listenrd to the railroad people at the meeting the other night,, 
but I dont understand how they could ibetween the spur and the main r«ll. 

I know i the railroad peopl* (^elcide to go through I cank do much, 
to s-top them-er change their mini.';. Hat I've said what I hatv* to aa7,BO: 
thainks for listenlnf;, / 

^y7 



105 N. Elizabeth 
Tolono, IL 61880 
October 9, 1997 

ATTN: NORFOLK SOIITHFRN PROPOSAL 
Villaqe of Tolono 
P.O, Box 667 
Tolono, IL 61BHn 

I live 2 houses north of the Elizabeth Street Railroad crossing 
I have lived near railroad tracks nearly all my l i f e . But since I 
have lived in Tolono near the Norfolk Southern tracks there has been 
a real concern to me for the children that have to cross the tracks. 

The tracks have been blocked too much of the time with stopped 
trains. The trains blocking tLe crossing and the pressure to be at school 
on time have ĉ tused children to cross between railroad cars. It's also 
been reported to me that someone witnessed a youngster pushing his bi­
cycle underneath a stopped train. 

I have worked at the Tolono Village Hall since 1973 and have heard 
numerous coiii()l ai nts about trains blocking the railroad crossings. 

I f the rail t r a f f i c increases, I can't possibly imagine the potential 
hazard this w i l l cause our school children. 

The complacency by the adults and young adults over the railroad 
crossings blocked, liave made them do some very unsafe (and sometimes 
stupid) things. But when you have to deal with the blocked crossings 
day after day sometimes frustration takes over and accidents happen. 
I know of 2 deaths caused t)y going around the arms, since I have 
lived here. 

Another real concern I have is the need for emergency medical 
treatment and fir e protection. My husband is a volunteer fireman, 
and I know minutes can be the difference between l i f e and death. 
Several years ago (maybe 15) the Tolono Fire Dept. responded to a 
call on the south end of town when the crossing arms were down. Two 
or three of tfie firemen lef t the emergency vehicle that was blocked 
by the crossing arms, and responded on foot for a few blocks. They 
knew they were responding to a heart attack call and timing was c r i t i c a l . 
The wife believed her husband was already dead, however the firemen 
began CPR and to this day this man is s t i l l alive and doing well. Had 
this been farther tlidn a few blocks ttiat man would have died. 

Pl(;ase consider the safety and health of the Tolono residents by 
not proceeding as (.'lanned. 

P.S. 

tUil. only clt i; I III.' (iniis down by slopped t r a i n s , there are no t r a i n s i n 
s i g h t . 

Lu An r.unnington 



September 27, 1997 

Attn: Norfold Southern Proposal 
Village of.Tolono 
P O Box 667 

Tolono, II. 61880 • 

RE Rail Spur 

T n Whom It May Concern 

In response to your request tor resident input. 

1 Safety; 

A Fire and emergency services could be delaycil in getting to and 
from any situation that arises 

B Danger in more chemicals being Iransported through l olono 
that might possibly derail and leak due to switching o f trains 

C Children, elderly or anyone having to cross the tracks at any 
given time (example children going to school, elderly have 
to walk to go to the grocery store) 

2 Transportation 

A This wi l l close all major intersections to get across to the 
east side o f Tolono THIS M A K l i S N O S l iNSI i A T A L L 

I Who wi l l be held responsible for any D l i A LI I that 
might happen due to no emergency vechile 

being unable to get acioss the track 

2. I'm sine (he VilLiiie o f I o loi io wi l l nol want lo be 
.sued due lo a death We have lived in Tolono around 
these Iracks all our lives aiui know lor n fact lhat 
Ihese trains aie on Ihe Iracks for a long period o f 
l ime 

) It is my undei standing from some years ago each lime a 
t iain has lhe crossing blocked, should be for a short 
pci iod ol l ime such as 10- i 5 rniiuMes We 
\ui\c been hcKl al a crossing lor M) minuies or longer. 

•\ Wi l l cause problems when we go lo and from work 
We wi l l never no when to leave to go lo work due 
to the Irains coming and going 

5 Children may be lale for school, late gel l ing home, 



late getting lo Ihe next bus slop to gel on the 
next bus 

6 Sunday morning, Sunday evening and Wednesday 
evening when v;e are trying lo go to Church. 
With trains possibly blocking crossing 

7 1 rallic accidents may occur due lo people in line trying 
to get oul of line and tlnd another way to get in or ^ 
oul of town » 

8 Unity High School and Unity Junior High School activities 
, at the schools or away Olher school bring buses 

here tor school activities I hey could be late to and 
from and parents wailing lo pick up the children 
w ill be WOl l ied and upset 

3. Land Use: 
A PrnpertY values will tlerreuse, w ho wanls lo live hy n rail yard ? We don't 

B. Who wants to live where you can't open your windows, be out side 
without hearing all the luiise due to just going through or being 
the switching slalion for ^0-15 minuies or longer 

C We have enoiit;li noise now without more WHY can't this be done 
outside of I olono in the Country Such as somewlieie between 
Lolono and Pesotum or 1 olono anil Philo where tew people are 
living I his would make nioi - since 

4 Air Quality 
A They will be burning an increase amoiini of train fuel in tow n and he 

doing this by speiuiing moie time in lown 
B People with health problems (example brealhing, lungs etc ) 

5 Noise 
See #3 A and l i 
A The noise \\om nil the switching, hooking ,ind unhooking will increase 

and is already bad 
B Your ner\es can onl> lake so much noise 

6 Socio nconomic/Human Isbiics 
A Quality of life' ^'ou will never be able to comiiiitt lo anything 

You might have an appointment in town or outside 
of tow n but nol yet there on time 

B If we arc late for woik we could lose oui jobs ilue lo the faci lhat 
lhe work toice doesn't understand L.M Ii loi any reason 



Due to all the trains now in Tolono, the crossing arms are down and no trains are in sight, Even though it's 
against the law to cross with the arms down, it will happen more often Is Tolono going to have a crossina 
guard on duty 24 hours a day for protection? MAYBE THE RAILROAD SHOULD BE RESPONSBILE 
FOR PROVIDING A CROSSING GUARD AT EACH CROSSING 24 HOURS A DAY AT THEIR 
EXPENSE 

It seems that llie conviencc is for the ra Wroml anil could Tare less ahoiir the 
people wlio live in Tolono or visiting. 

Terry Charles and iili/abelb Cbailes 
204 South Bourne St 
Tolono. II 61880 
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METRO REGIONAt TRANSIT AUTHORITY 
416 Kenmori' Boulevjrd 
Akron Ohio 44301 
330 762-7267 
330 762-0854 FAX 

DOCUrviENT 3 

.Ianuar\ 1.3. 1998 

...EMI 
Office of the Secretarv' 
Case Control L nit 
STB Finance Docket No. 3338S 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Washington. DC 20423-0001 

Attention: Elaine K. Kaiser 
Env ironmental Pro'ect Director 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

On behalf of METRO Regional Transit .Authority. I w ould like to thank the Surface 
Transportation Board Ibr expanding the final Scope of the Environmental Impact 
Statement of the Proposed .Acquisition of Conrail bv CSX and Norfolk Southem last 
fall. 

From our understanding of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), the 
CtTects of the transaction on proposed passenger rail operations were determined to be 
not significant enough to evaluate. We understand that the pnmoiy role of the STB 
(and its predecessor, the ICC) is to regulate business concems. However, we are 
concemed that this proposed merger will leave pemianent. unchangeable constraints 
on both existing and potential passengers rail serv ices in the country . 

Under the Draft EIS. the SIB chose not to examine many possible problems: 

"II the aihilysis indicated thai the rail line segments could aceotnrnodale the higher 
\()ltanes. SF.. \'s preliminary conclusion w as that the proposed .Acquisition w ould have 
no adverse impact on pa.ssenger tram operations. " (DEIS, \ olume 1: page 3-14) 

The SE.A has established a tight time line to review the most significant rail merger in 
tlie historv of the I nitcd States. B> deciding not to look at future interactions of the 
applicants w ith commuter rail providers, ev en those with existing agreements, the 
STB has remained silent conceming the responsibility the railroads have as a p ' ' ; 
utilitv. This is the same responsibility the phone industrv-. electric providers, and gas 
companies hav e to indn iduals cili/cns. 



".S'/r. I determined lhat impacts of freight operations on passenger rail service would 
he significant if the anticipatedposi-. icquisilion increases m freight operations 
resulteil in the need to redm e passenger servic e. . . However, lhe curreni operating 
agreements preclude anv reduction in sen ice. . Iny significant impact that w ould 
result from increasedposl-. \( ipasilion freight operation could occur only after 
expiration of a current agreement. " (DEIS. X'oUime I : page 3-16) 

The STB has decided not to be involved in the relationship between the railroad and 
passenger serv ices after the expiration of existing contracts. Potentially, the 
uiicooperati\ e freight railroads could lea\ e existing or potential passenger operators 
unable operate, thereby stranding thousands of rail passengers. Displaced commuters 
w ill create a greater demand on the over-burdened highway system. In total, higher 
energv consumption and greater public investment in road constmction will be 
created. 

Manv agencies in the State of Ohio expressed concems abo.it passenger service. The 
STB did rev iew these requests and commented: 

".V£.4 has determined thai evidence exists of a potenlial cumulative effect associated 
ll Ith commuter rail planning and funded activities in Nonhern Ohio including, hut 
not limited to Toledo, . ikron. Loram. and Cleveland. " (DEIS. X'olume 3B: page OH-
129). 

.According to the SE.A's review. METRO'S trackage rights request (MRTA-1) could 
produce tratTic above the level considered significant. (DEIS. N'olume 5C: page U-
13) 

However, the SE.A states that it has not found any activities that will be impacted: 

'".It this point in its investigation. ST.l is unaware of any olher activities that would 
require a cumulative analvsis. " (DEIS. X'olumc 3B: page OH-129). 

The SE.A concludes its investigation in Ohio by making the following comment: 

"Therefore hased on its independent analysis and all information available lo dale, 
.STT. 1 //(/.V made i/ preliniinaty conclusion that there w ould he no other signi ficant 
iumuhiiivc effects associated with the proposed .-\cquisilion in the State of Ohio " 
(DEIS, \ olume 3B: page OH-129). 

This merger presents an opportunity for passenger rail services to be expanded in the 
I inied States. The SF.A has perfomied a detailed analysis of the diversion of freight 
between highwav and rail transportation modes. .A similar analysis should be 
conducted as it inv oh es passenger mov ement. 



W e feel the follow ing recommendation of the SE.A should be strengthened: 

"The SE.4 encourages the . ipplicants to meet w ith the agencies responsible for the 
commuter rail studies lo ensure that the proposed . {cquisition can be accomplished 
without negative effect to cotnmuter rail plans. ' (DEIS. Volume 3B: page OH-129). 

This position assumes that the railroads will negotiate in good faith vvith passenger 
agencies. The scope of the rev iew needs to be expanded to include having the 
.Applicants address the potential negativ e impact on passenger rail operations caused 
by the merger. SE.A needs to activ civ retain jurisdiction in this matter to assure that 
the .Acquisition can be accomplished without negative consequences on passenger rail 
operations. 

We understand the STB is under a ver\' tight schedule; however, we must ask one 
point to be changed in the Draft Environmental Statement. Table 5-OH-51 indicates 
METRO Regional Trans i .Authoritv commented on the abandonment in Toledo. 
Ohio. It appears the SE.A misunderstood our comment. Our comments do not 
concem Toledo. The scope of our letter concemed only Akron. Cleveland, and 
Canton. Ohio. 

In closing, we ask the SEA to view passenger access on an equal basis as freight 
access to this large multi-modal transportation utility. If you have any questions 
regarding this statement, please do not hesitate to contact Kirt Conrad. Planner, or 
myself at (330) 762-7267. 

Sincere 

Robert K. 
General .Manager. Secretarv-Treasurer 
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Jean Johnson 
ENVL .: jAL 

CCu'-Ci'vvon-c^ Wcra '! 

7322 Piver Pd 
Oirr.sted Fails Of-ic 44138 

To whom it may concern 

1 have reviewed the SE.A report on the Environmental Impact Statement regarding the 
proposed acquisition of Conrail by NS and CS.X railroad I appreciate the magnitude of 
your studv \OUT extensive research included safetv, transportation systems, energy, air 
qualitv. noise, cultural and historic resources, hazardous materials and waste sites, natural 
resources, land use and socioeconomic environmental justice, across 24 states, the district 
of Columbia, and the Canadian Prov inces of Ontario and Quebec Your decision will 
afTect 90 million people I learned from your study that your preliminary conclusion is that 
there were no significant cumulative eftects on any of the issue areas 

1 disagree 

In tact, the EPS report identifies concerns in each of the areas reviewed, but possible 
remedies were stated to correct these problems 1 believe your review ?nd decisions were 
made from the top down rather than from the bottom up .A good decision starts from the 
bottom and works up .At this time the bottom is represented by local residents and small 
communities that would teel great impact, and in fact could destroy them We in Olmsted 
F alls. Ohio are one of these small communities We already have between 80 and 100 
tram crossings per day. and our current track system supplies no overpass or underpass to 
tcliese automobile or tmck tratTic Our little Citv's population is increasing Adding 1000 
homes to our town means additional automobile tratTic across our already inadequate rail 
crossings To add more rail tratVic. which the acquisition of Conrail to NS and CSX 
would do means that our town is in trouble There will be greater nsk of train, auto 
accidents, greater nuisance from from noise, greater air pollui'an, greater potential for 
h.'./ardous waste spills, greater time lose for police and emergency vehicles to service 
residents in all parts of our town, and greater mental anguish from long and stopped trains. 

I hope vou will seriousK consider the plight of the 90 million people who will be affected, 
and the impact of th.s acquisition on the lives of the people m our City. Olmsted Falls 

Thank vou. 

Jean Johnson 
W ard II Councilman 
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S T A R K E C O I W T Y A I D I T O R 

M u IIAELEAE J . H o i STOX 

ENVIRONivi.. 

Docmm 

(219)772-910! 
53 East Mound Street 
Knox, Indiana 46534 

January 15, l i i98 

am^y^''77!777 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Uoarc 
Section of Znvironp.ontal Anal\-sis 
1S25 K .Street, 
V.'ashinc-ton, DC 20423-OO J l 

Dear f i r s , 

. • CO.-'.: 'Ct your records to r,hnw t h a t D a n i e l Lav: i s the 
Presicient o i t i ie dtar;<'^ County Con\;Aissioaers. C l i f f o r d A l l e n has 
not been a con." i s . s i oner f o ^ .Jvor a year now. 

T • • o n f o r your ccns i c . o r a t i on o f t h i s n a t t e r . 

L- ince re ly , 

,•,ich.-\elene J . Houston 
A u d i t o r o f f^tarke County and 
Sec re ta ry t o t!ie Br. ire of 
Countv Corr- i iss iorc ' rs 

MJH/.-jh 
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Planning For The Future Today 
S.HHIKMSI Muhis.Hi fouiKil ot CunoniiiK'nlN • (*0 l'l.i/.i l)ri\c • Suite I'UKl • IX-lroii. Michii;.in 4S2:h 

January 13, 1998 
ENVIRONiiHtiNTAL/ 

DOCUMENT 
Elaine K. Kaiser, Chief 
Section of Environnnental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
U S Department of Transportation 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001 

Re: Surface Transportation Board Finance Docket No, 33388 -- CSX Corporation and 
CSX Transportation, Inc., Norfolk Southern Corporation and Norfolk Southern 
Railway Company -- Control and Acquisition -- Conrail Inc. And Consolidated Rail 
Corporation: Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

This is in regard to the Drafl Environmontal Impact Statement (EIS) on the proposed 
acquisition of Conrail by Norfolk Southern and CSX Railroad. In order to allow for 
adequate review of this Draft EIS, we are requesting a 15 day extension of the review and 
comment penod. 

SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, is the designated Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) for Southeast Michigan. Its pnmary missions are 1) 
planning on issues that extend beyond individual government boundaries, and 2) 
intergovernmental relations in cooperation with local government, as well as state and 
federal agencies The SEMCOG partnership strengthens efficient and effective local 
government supporting local planning through its technical, data and intergovernmental 
resources. 

SEMCOG is working with both CSX Railroad and Norfolk Southern to conduct two 
informational meetings on the proposed acquisition and its effect on Southeast Michigan. 
We have waited to conduct these meetings so that they would correspond with the Dratt 
EIS review period. As a result, the meetings are scheduled for January 21 and 28, 1998. 

Our concern lies with the timing of the specified review and comment period. First, 45 days 
for reviewing a 3,000 page document is short. Second, the release of the document just 
before the two week holiday season on December 19, 1997 has effectively shortened the 
45 day public comment ponod. 

DvvTi ) L.Ks/yn\ n 

C'.tn 

KHINM WIBIJtiiKK 



Elaine K. Kaiser 
January 13, 1998 
Page 2 

This is not only an important project for Southeast Michigan, it is also a large and complex 
project as reflected by the Draft EIS. A 15 day extension to the review period will allow 
Southeast Michigan communities, businesses and other attendees of our Informational 
meetings necessary time for developing comments on the draft document. 

I look fonMard to your response on this request. 

Sincerely, 

cc: John Dingell, U.S. Representative 
Marcus Higginbotham, Norfolk Southern Corporation 
Tom Drake, CSX Corporation 
Richard Sanderson, U.S. EPA 
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LAKEWOOD HOSPITA 
14519 Detroit Avenue. Ldkewood. Ohio 44107-4383 (216) 52 

January 12, 1998 

ENVihuiNiMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

U.S. Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Attn: SEA-Finance Docket 33388 
192.S K Street. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Re: Norfolk Southem and CSX Corporation 

Dear Board Members: 

This letter is to notify the U.S. Surface Transportation Board that the Board of Trustees 
Lakewood Hospital Association unanimously passed a resolution opposing the current proposal 
by Norfolk of Southern and CSX C.. jX)ration for the acquisition and allocation of Conrail, 
Inc. 's assets, primarily because of its impact on the health and safety of our community. In 
the unfortunate event that this proposal is approved, the disposition of the assets proposal must 
include a mechanism to ensure that necessary, continuous emergency access to Lakewood 
Hospital will not be interrupted. 

The City of Lakewood is divided in half along the north-south direction by the rail 
tracks. Although the tracks have twenty-seven (27) grade crossings spanning the City limits, 
there is only one underpass whereby vehicles may cross the City in a north-south direction 
without rail interruption, lakewood Hospital is located south of the rail tracks, while thirty 
percent (?iO%) of the ambulance and paramedic runs to Lakewood Hospital originate north of 
the rail tracks. 

Although there are many quality of life and public safety issues which would be 
adversely affected by an increase in rail traffic, and which we deplore as a member of the 
Lakewood community, we are outwardly concerned with only one issue: our mission to 
provide health care to our community. 

In cases of a medical emergency, emergency teams have four minutes to perform 
emergency cardio-pulmonary resuscitation and ten minuies to provide advanced life support. 
A delay in emergency response decrease survival and recovery rates. Currently, Lakewood 
Hospital and the paramedics have co laborated to establish excellent response times in spite of 
the existing point of access linviations. A detour to the cuiTent underpass, which is located at 
the city's west end or to the city of Cleveland on the east, would add from five to fifteen 
minutes to a run. Alternative health care facilities are even further away. The increase of rail 
iraffic, without consideration of additional rail bypasses, seriously jeopardizes the .lospital and 
paramedics' ability to respond in a timely fashion. 



U.S. Surface Transportation Board 
January 12. 1998 
Page Two 

r" the current proposal is approved, Lakewood Hospital Board of Trustees is concemed 
lhat any increase in daily freight train traffic would greatly interfere with Lakewood Hospital 
and the City ambulance and paramedic squads' ability to respond timely to medical 
emergencies. With only one underpass allowing continuous vehicle traffic, the City has no 
alternative to accommodate this increased rail traffic. 

In its review of any proposal of Norfolk Southeni and CSX Corporation for the 
acquisition and allocation of Conrail, Inc.'s assets, the Surface Transportation Board must 
recognize the impact of any proposal on the delivery of emergency medical .-er/iccs within the 
City of Lakewood. 

Sincerely yours. 

William R. Gorton 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 

WG/jk 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

December 19, 1997 

Re: Finance Docket No 33388 CSX and Norfolk Southem — Control and Acquisition 
Conrail Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Dear Interested Parties: 

Recently, the Surface Transportation Board's Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) 
sent you the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Proposed Acquisition of 
Conrail by Norfolk Southem Railroad and CSX Railroad SEA wants to (1) correct two dates in 
the procedural schedule included in the Draft EIS and (2) clarify that the Draft EIS is comprised 
of a separate Executive Summary and six volumes of text These six volumes are divided into 
nine separate books 

Specifically, the procedural schedule included in the Executive Summary (Table ES-1, 
pp ES-7 to ES-8) and in Chapter 1 (Table 1-1, p 1-9) of the Draft EIS incorrectly states the due 
dates for filing rebuttals in suppon of Inconsistent and Responsive Applications and for 
submitting briefs to the Board The correct due dates are: (1) January 14, 1998 for the filing of 
rebuttals in suppon of Inconsistent and Responsive Applications and (2) February 23, 1998 for 
all panies to submit briefs .A conected copy of the Board's entire Procedural Schedule is 
enclosed with this letter 

SE.A welcomes wntten comments on all aspects of the Draft EIS as well as suggestions 
on mitigation measures to address potential environmental impacts that could result from the 
Proposed Conrail Acquisition As noted in the Draft EIS, all comments must be submitted by 
February 2, 1998 

If you have any questions about the Board's Procedural Schedule or would like 
additional information about the environmental review process, please call SEA's toll-free 
Environmental Hotline at 1-888-869-1997, or visit our website at 
http:.'/ w H H. conrai Imerger. com. 

Sincerely yours, 

[ ^ - ^ Elaine K Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Section of Enviromnental Analysis 

Enclosure 



ASHTA Oiemtcols Inc 
3509 Middle Rd 

PO Bo«8S8 
Ashtobulo 0(iK> 44004 

: 1^997 5221 
fa. 21«>-W20:5I 

u ?1 
?52 

A S H I A 
November 24, 1997 

Mr Duane .S Feher 
Countv Commissioner 
25 West Jefferson Street 
Jefferwn, OH 44047 

Dear Mr Feher; 

Enclosed, please find ASHTA s bnef regarding the proposed acquisition of Conrail by the Norfolk Southem RR and the 
CSX RR This bnef was submitted to the Surface Transportation Board on October 21 1997 

a a n i t e 1990% AAMMa. OKU 
as a condition of the merger. Reciprocal Switching in Ashtabula 
Ashtabula. The basis of our research is as follows: 

This would allow for rail competition to exist agam m 

Reciprocal Switching existed previously m the early 1970's with the Penn Central and the Norfolk and 
Western RR The Penn Central ran the East West hne to Buffalo, NY and the Norfolk & Western ran 
an additional East-West lane to Buffalo, NY When the respective raih-oad merged to form Conrail, 
the Reciprocal Switching agreement was eliminated 

Having access to a second major Class I railroad m Ashtabula would benefit all of the Ashtabula 
shippers through competitive fi-eight rates ASHTA alone spends more than $4 3 iruUion annually in 
rail freiglu costs If Reciprocal Switching is granted, we could realize estimated freight saving.' of 
$500,000 to $ 1 million annually This is significant to ASHTA and would allow for improvements to 
our plant located in Ashtabula. OH and possible expansion of our facility. 

Reciprocal Switching would also allow for unproved transit times by elinunalmg switches to a second 
earner Improved transit tmies allows our customers to receive product faster It is still unknown 
how much of ASHTA s busuiejs that is cuirently Conrail direct shipments that will become a two-
railroad movement, CSX handing off to the Norfolk Southem It is our expenence that anytime tw ) 
railroads are mvoived, Slight rates are higher In addition, transit times are usually increased by one 
to three days This also mcieases our cost of domg busmess because these cars <ue not available for 
shiprtieni to oUier customers or termmals 

With the proposed acquisiuon of Conrail, CSX will have the East-V»'»s< ime to Buffalo, NY and 
Norfolk .Southern will have the North-South Imc to Youngstown, 0^1 All AshUbula rail traffic is 
pulled fi-om the mdustry and taken to the West Yard In the West Yard, trains are built and shipped to 
Buffalo Norfolk Southem trams will cross the East-West CSX line just east of the West Yard.^j^,. 

•Ito%«ttevtd thatthis 
ŴHh î ic dost K . ^ ^ S M ^ A ^ ^ V d u k ^ M ^ ^ ^ ^ M ^^MfcJSMbtfS j ^ r i t f i ^ k A ^ 

rwWwvWrO 1!W Td|inTC BUUlllUnHTCopitmTOT 

ASH FA has met with both the CSX and Norfolk Southem regarding our concems over increased transportation costs 
and delavs m transit times Q m m m m m t m m i m ^ m ^ • » RlMt^jUf l ^ l l M f t < fWit EMmmV) snd Norfolk 



• oierger Norfolk SoutiKm responded th«t in additioo to the revenue firm 
; merger.lhey had stopped buying back their own stock which they had been doing in previous years at approximately 

SSOO millioa per year. CSX responded that they have a "Trxick Busters" initiative to take business away fi^ the 
trucking mdustry ASHTA does not have enough business to benefit from the Truck Buster program Other than 
economies of scale arguments we read in the press, they have not offered any other p n̂ for paying down the huge debt 
they will incur upon the culmnation of the acquisition. We can only assume the debt wdl repaid via freight rate 
increases This is counter to both the NS and CSX pubhc commentary on how their respective acquisitions of Conrail 
will mcrease competition and service 

We believe we have voiced valid concems as current experience with the UP/SP merger has proven an increase in 
fmiUlHilii ilHlMiil ilfllini iiil il«Iii) I i f l 'I ml w The UP/SP problems were not foreseen or 
ê qjected as a result of the merger and we know that this has caught many shippers and the STB unaware. 

This summarizes ASHTA's position with the proposed acquisition and break up of Conrail I would appreciate an 
opportunity to discuss this with you fiirther at your convenience prior to your meeting with tb l̂uMMlafMyOeiMrai's 
0£5ce Pl/ai.-! r^ll m« Mt 4 ^ . 9 9 7 ^ S « wtw.̂  yn.. r ^ x » . imngC 1 " • " ' — " ] - - | »-•-'in ' "-*• 
you indlto Bagga ailha l̂yauroffioeiH Jeffemn or oiir office in Ashtabula. 

Lf for some reason we are unable to meet, I would like to call and discuss this with you and Mr Boggs prior to your 
meeting. If you feel it would be appropnate, 1 will arrange tc travel to Columbus with one of my associates in order to 
atteiki the meeting and clarify our position with the Attorney General's OfiBce. 

Thank vou for the opportumty to review our position. 1 look forward to hearing fiiom you in the near fiiture. 

Sincerely, 

Elaine M Sivy 
Manager, Distribution & 

Order Fulfillment 

Enclosure: I 

cc: FAC 
ARG 
MRB 
File 
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Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 

Bureau for Historic Preservation 
Post Oftice Box 1026 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17108-1026 

Elaine K Kaiser, Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Eos.rd 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

November 

lO SXPfcDITE R r . , r i -

Re: ER 97-0776-042-L 
Finance Docket No. 33388 CSX and Norfolk Southern 
Control and Acquisition -Conrail, Statewide, 
Pennsylvania 

y 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

The Bureau f o r H i s t o r i c Preservation (the State H i s t o r i c 
Preservation Office) has reviewed the above named project i n 
accordance with Section 106 of the National H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Act of 1966, as amended i n 1980 and 1992, and the regulations (36 
CFR Part 800) of the Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation. 
These requirements include consideration of the project's poton-
t i a l e f f e c t upon both h i s t o r i c and archaeological resources. 

We are i n receipt of your l e t t e r i n i t i a t i n g consultation of 
the above l i s t e d p r o j e c t . We cannot, at t h i s time, agree wit h 
your f i n d i n g of no adverse e f f e c t for the project u n t i l 
information concerning the f o l l o u i n g portions of the project are 
reviewed. Please submit plans, photographs, maps and any 
necessary background information to review the proposed 6.25 mile 
realignment tnrough Erie,- the new construction of a new 4,900-
foot connection at Grays Ferry Bridge and the 25th Street Viaduct 
i n Philadelphia and the expansion of the Enola Railyards i n West 
Pennsboro Township, Cumberland County (near Harrisburg). 

I f you need f u r t h e r information i n t h i s matter please 
consult Susan Zacher at (717) 783-9920. 

r̂̂ eb 
\ OHice ol the Secretary 

KW' r./tima 

Pan of 
Public Record 

-̂ J-j Pan of 

Sincerely, 

y 
Kurt W. Carr, Chief 
Di v i s i o n of Archaeology 

and Protection 


