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March 13. 1998 

The Honorable Sherrod Brown 
U.S. House of Representatives 
.̂ 28 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem -- Control and 

Acquisition -- Conrail 

Dear Congressman Brov-n: 

Thank vou for vour letter dated Fehruarv' 9. 1998, expressing your opposition to the 
proposed acquisition of Conrail by Nortblk Southem and CS.X and your concems about the 
potential ads erse affect on public safety resulting from the proposed increased rail traffic in 
northeast Ohio. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) is 
.Oi.ducting an environmental review of the potential environmemal impacts associated with the 
proposed Conrail .Acquisition As part of its environmental review. SEA issued a Draft 
Environmemal Impact Statement (EIS) on December 12, 1997 which addressed various 
environmental impact areas, including safety, transportation systems, land use. energy, air 
quality, noise, biolomcal resources, water resources, environmental justice, and cultural and 
historic resources. Chapter 5 of the Drat̂  EIS focused on the concems relating to increased rail 
traffic in Ohio, especially the northeast Ohio and Cleveland areas. SEA recommended numerous 
mitigation measures to address the potential environmental impacts in that area, including 
railroad consultations with affected communities to discuss their concems and possible solutions. 
SEA also identified minority and low-income populations that could incur high and 
disproportionate environmental impacts and has targeted public outreach activities to these 
communities with potential environmental justice issues. 

SEA is fully aware that these issues are of major concem to the residents of Cleveland 
and northeast Ohio SEA has attended several public meetings in the area in order to hear those 
concems first hand and discussed the issues with numerous local officials. SEA has also formed 
special Ohio and Cleveland study teams to focus its review and analysis of the unique 
•nvirormicnial impacts and concems in this area. 

e 



After conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental 
infomiation available to date, consulting w ith appropriate agencies, and fully considering al! 
public comments, SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final EIS for consideration by the 
Board. In its final decision, the Board will consider the entire environmental record, including 
all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. The Board will issue its final written 
decision in .luly 1998. 

If you have additional questions concerning the environmental review process, please cail 
me, or contact Elaine K. Kaiser. SEA's Environmental Project Director, or Mike Dalt i , SEA's 
Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 
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Mr \ emon Williams 
Secretarv 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Suite 700 

W ashington. D C 20423 

Dear Mr Williams 

f 
CT-

I am writing to express my opposition to the proposed acquisition of Conrail by CSX and 
Norfolk Southem which would significantly increase rail traffic in noi iheast Ohio and could 
adversely affect public safety. 

In October of 1997. the Ohio Rail Development Commission released an analysis of the 
proposal which calculated that rail traffic in nonheast Ohio would increase by 39.70 trains per 
dav. a 274° 0 increase Also, the number of freight cars carrying hazardous waste through 
northea.st Ohio would increase, representing an unreasonable public heahh risk to the residents 
liv inki in these communities 

Many of my constituents fear this increase in freight trafTic would compromise their 
access to vital fire, police and emergency medical services Given the reality that emergencv 
response teams would be impaired due to increased traffic, this sif.iation is unacceptable While 
safety is of utmost concem, there are several quality of life issues that should be addressed This 
rt̂ ercer .̂̂ -ould fiizr!!fic.ir.t!\' 'ncrê ^w *̂ oise levels corr̂ pror".'̂ e —ir cm îiit̂ ' ^ri.-j \i-!thr>iit ĥ*̂  K̂ an̂ f̂it 
of grade separations, jeopardize public safetv 

It IS clear that unless these concems about safety, traffic flow and the environment are 
properh addressed, and grade separations are built to relieve areas of heavy traffic tlow. this 
application should be denied Thank vou tor vour consideration of these important issues 

Sincerely, 

SHERROD BROWN 
.Member of Coneress 
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(^icc of tt)c (Etiainnan 

Febmary 19,1998 

The Honorable John Glenn 
United States Senate 
200 N. High Street, Room 600 
Columbus. OH 43215 
Attn: Dan Emerine 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
.Acquisition - Conrail 

Dear Senator Glenn; 

Thank you for your letter forw arding correspondence from several of your constituents. 
In those letters, vour constituents express vanous concems about the potential negative impacts 
on their communities from the proposal by Norfolk Southem and CSX to acquire Conrail. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section of Environmental Analysis (SE.A) is 
conducting an en' ironmental review of the potential environmental impacts associated w ith the 
proposed Conrail acquisition and will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). As part 
of its environmental review, SEA will address several environmental impact areas, including 
safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air quality, noise, biological resources, water 
resources, environmental justice, and cultural and historic resources. In analyzing potential 
safety impacts, SEA will consider accident nsk and vehicular delay at grade crossings. 

The EIS also will present an analysis of the increased probability of derailments and 
re'eases of hazardous matenais due lo increased train traffic. Further, SEA will examine local 
truck traffic increases attnbutable to increased intermodal activities, and safety issues associated 
w ith the integration of differing rail operating systems and procedures. In addition, SEA will 
address potential impacts on emergency response capability because of vehicular delays at rail 
grade crossings due to increases in rail-related operations as a result of the proposed Conrail 
acquisition. SEA is fully aware that these and other issues are of major concem to the residents 
in the affected areas. 

Under the current procedural schedule adopted by the Board, SEA issued the Draft EIS 
on December 12, 199'', the public review and comment period ended on Febmary 2, and the staff 
is currently evaluating those comments. After conducting an independent environmental 
analysis, reviewing all environmental information available to date, consulting wth appropriate 
agencies, and fully considenng all public comments, SEA plans to issue in late May 1998 a Final 



EIS for consideration by the Board. In its final decision, the Board will consider the entire 
environmental record, including all public comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. The 
Board will issue its final written decision in July 1998. 

Some of your constituents express general concems regarding grade crossing and other 
rail safety issues apart from the proposal to acquire Conrail. These matters are within the 
jurisdiction of the Federal Railroad Administration at the Department of Transportation, and 
inquiries regarding these issues should be addressed to that agency. 

1 am having your letter and enclosed corre«!pondence and my response placed in the 
public docket for this proceeding. If you have aduitional questions conceming the environmental 
review process, please contact Mike Dalton, SEA Project Manager for the Conrail Acquisition 
EIS, at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincerely, 

Linda J. Morgan 

•2-



JOHN GLENN. 
OHIO 

United States Senate 
W A S H I N G T O N . DC 20510-3601 

• GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

• ARMED SERVICES 

• SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

• SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

Januâ ^ 30, 1998 

Mr \ ernon .A Williams 
Secretarv 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
W ashington. D C 20423 

Re STB Finance Docket No 33388 

Dear Mr Williams 

Enclosed please find correspondence from the Honorable Alan J Zaleski, Ohio State 
Senator, the Honorable George J Branco. Mayor. City of Bellevue, the Board of Tmstees of 
NorvMch Township, the Board of Trustees of Greenwich Township, and several other concerned 
constituents of the State of Ohio These constituents have written to express their concems 
reearding the potential etVects of the proposed Conrail acquisition/merger in Huron County, 
Ohio 

Please note that these constituents have expressed concems regarding the potential 
impacts on public safety, and other environmental and quality of life concems In particular. 
State Senator Zaleski s otTice and Mayor Branco have requested that the Surface Transportation 
Board, either alone or in conjunction with the Federal Railroad Administration, hold a listening 
(scoping) session in Huron County, in order to make these concerns directly known to the 
appropriate olVicials 

I respectfulK ask that my constituents" request be given due consideration 

Please direct all correspondence on this issue to the following address: 

Senator John Glenn 
200 N High Street, Room 600 
Columbus? Ohio 43215 
•XT TN Dan Emerine 

^ ou may reach Mr limerine at (614) 469-6697 Thank you for your cooperation and 
consideration 



Mr Vernon A Williams 
January 30. 1998 
Page 2 

I Glenn 
United States Senator 

JG de 
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ALAN J . ZALESKI 
STATE SENATOR 

Ohio S«nate 
i3'.f Senaip Oiju 

October 30. 1997 

Dan Emerine 
Senator Glenn's office 
(FAX) 469-'7733 

Dear Dan: 

Many residents of Huron county are concerned about the expansion of ihc CSX 
railroad. Sciuiior/alcskr.s consfitucnls have expressed fear that this inciviised train traffic 
would be detrimental lo public safely, especially to children. 

As such this Office would like lo formally request a "listening session" on this 
issue with the bcdcral Railroad Administration. Ideally, I believe that .vuch a mcctino 
should be scheduled in Notwalk. ds it is the county seat in Hnmn County. 

Please forward this information Io the appropriate person in the Federal Railroad 
Aclmini.siraUon 

Thank you in advance for your assisunce in this matter. If there are any questions 
or problems with this request, please do not hesitate to contact me at Senator Zaicski s 
oll ice. 

Mike Cook 
Legislative Aide 

Address: 
Senate Building 
Coijn-Si.l, Orio 4W!5 

Committeee: 
F^oiiomic Orvnii!pm«ni Tecnnowigy 

a<'d Aoropsc* 
ntniiir>g M'noriiy Mortib«r 

insjr»nc» ^"d Comme*c« 
Pank'ng Mimmiy Membu 

Siaia and U3C«i Oi.<u>nm«m 
«nd Veieran t Aitaiw 

Siata Cortngllmg SoHfd 



DAVID E KILE 
Courcit PresKlent 

GARY W HAYNES 
Safety ServK^e Director 

ETHEL R F O n 
City Audita 

STEVEN J NATOLE 
TreasLKe' 

GEORGE J BRANCO 

The Honorable Senator John Glenn 
Attention: Dan I'merinc 
200 North High Street. Room 600 
Columbus. Ohio 43215 

November 20, 199'/ 

RF: CSX'NS'CR Transaction, STB Finance Docket No. 333888 

Dear Senator Glenn: 

This letter is a request that your office coordinate w ith either the Federal Railroad 
Administration (FR.\) or the Surface I ransportation Board (STB) to conduct a Public 
Hearing or listening .session in Huron Count>. Ohio, in regards lo the proposed Conrail 
(CR) acquisition by the Norfolk Southem C orporation (NS) and the CSX- I ransp.irtation 
Corporation (CSX-T). S I B f inance Docket No. 333888. This Public Hearing or 
listening session would allow olTicials of the 1-RA and'or S f ^ i to hear safety and quality 
of life concerns of the citizens of our area in regards to this proposed transaction. 

The City of Bellevue is the location of Norfolk Southern's Bellevue l emtinal. It is our 
understanding that this location is being projected to bear the burden of a thirty percent 
(3()"o) increa.sc in rail traffic. 

Please advise us as to w hat action is being taken on this request and of the date and 
location of the proposed Public Hearing. I'hank \ ou. 

Sincerely. 
c i r^ ' o i Bi;i.FFViiF 

' .1 

George .1. Ikanco. Mavor 

cc; 

(iary W . Haynes. Saiet\-Service Director 
.Alan Zaleski. State Senator 
David kilo. Council President 
Da\id Wallingford. Law Director 
Gary Stair. Belle\ ue Development Corporation CSX-NS-CR PROJECT 



Mr Vernon Wdlinms. Secr«5tiiry 
Suiface 1 ransporlJtiuri Doard 
12th and Constitution Aveiiue.N W 
Woshington. D C 0̂432 

Rh CSX/Conrail mcigcr STU Finance Docket No 3320. 

1997, the Members of tho Norwich Township, 
Dear Sir 

On _ 
Huron County. Ohio, Board of Trustees, met and passed the following resolution 

RKSOLVHD: i hat the proposed acqiusitiou of tUe Consolidated Rail 
Coiporation (Conrail) by CSX Corpoiation is not in tlie interests of Ibe citiieus 
of Norwich l ownship. Ohio; because of the unusual hardships* that it will 
impose on oiu- Township, in the disruption of our local transportation system of 
roads at points where they cross either the CSX lines or the Conrail Imes, 
bolli of which bisect our Township The proposed CSX/CR acqiusition will 
result in the closure of necessary roadways, the large scale destruction of oui 
rural way of life and the increased danger to the populace ou the remamiug 
roadways because of unsafe conditions and inadequate protection from the large 
numbers of ttains that will be crossing them 

We thcrctbre request that tte Siû ace Transportation Board reject the 
proposed acquisition of Conrail by CSX and any other proposal to merge with 
Conrail 

FMease make our opposition and this resolution part of the record in ihc 
above u'entioned finance docket. 

cc Huron Counts' Commissioners 
Slate of Ohio 
CongiessionaJ Delegation 



Williams, Secretary 
'sllrfac© Transportittion Board 
I2th and Constitution Avenue.N W 
Washingto... D C 20432 

RE CSX/Conrail merger STB Finance Docket No 3320 

Deal Sir 
On . 1997, the Members of the Greenwich Township. 

Huron County, Ohio, Board of I'rustees, met and passed the following resolution: 

RBSOLVLL^: I *jat the proposed acquisition of the Consolidated Rail 
Corporation (Courail) by CSX Corporation is not in the interests of the citizens 
of Greenwich lownship, Ohio; because of the unusual hardships that it will 
impose on oin Township, m the disruption of our local transportation system of 
roads at points where they cross C either the CSX Imes or the Conrail lines, 
both of which bisect om Township The proposed CSX/CR acquisition will 
result in the closure of necessary roadways, the large scale destruction of our 
ruial way of life and the increased danger to the populace on the remaining 
roadways because of imsafe conditions and inadequate protection from tbe large 
numbers of trains that will be crossing them. 

We therefore request that the Surface Transportation Board reject the 
proposed acquisition of Conrail by CSX and any other proposal to merge with 
Comail.' ĉ .ue to t h e i r disrequard f o r p u b l i c s a f e t y . 

Please make our opposition and this resolution part of the record in the 
above mentioned finance docket 

Trustee / 

Trustee 

Trustee 

cc: iiuron CouiH> Comniitsioners 
Slate of Oil 10 
Congressional Deleganon 



Robert F S h t t t w . J : 
Sup«r4nt(nd*f l l 

SMri«y F Of i ty 
T rca tu r t r 

South Central Local Schools 
330S Qr««nwich Angling) Hoad Gr*«nwich. Ohio 4483/ 9443 

Phon»s (419) 752 3354 
(4191 7 i2 3815 

FAX 1419) 752 6927 

October 24, 1997 

Senator Jolin Glenn 
Ohio Office 
200 N. High St., Room 600 
Columbus, OH 4.3215 

Dear Senator Glenn: 

As c« neraber of the South Central Local Schools ConuBunity in Huron 
County, I ani asking for your help. CSX Railroad is expanding their Willarij 
yard cund Greenv/ich connections without concem for public safety. Repeated 
attempts have been made by Huron County to get CSX to address this issue, but 
CSX has refused to commit to public safety. 

Increased r a i l t r a f f i c , (80 to 100 trains per day) through Greenwich, 
Ohio, w i l l v i r t u a l l y close a l l emergency response access to 2,067 residents of 
Greenwich Village, Pipley Township, part of Greenwich Township, and 923 
students in the SouUi Central school system (1/4 mile north of 
Greenwich) THIS IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE. 

Huron County has requested that CSX i n s t a l l either an overpass or 
underpass for a l l three r a i l crossings on Tov/nsend Street in Greenwich, Ohio. 
We cannot deny public safety to our residents and schools! Adding two more 
tracks w i l l not lessen the blockage but only enhance i t . 

How can railroads do major expansions to enhance their p r o f i t a b i l i t y 
without any regard for public safety? 1 really need your help; my l i f e and 
the lives of others, especially our children, depend on i t . ' ! ! 

Sincerely, 

— i / - ) — - — ^-'"--^^ 

IWiW'- Schools Better Communitie!, 



>b«n F Sh*M«f. Jf 
Sup«r1n(«nd«<ll 

Sh(r1«y F On«y 
T r«a tu i« r 

^ow/^// Central Local Schools 
3305 Gr««nwich Angl ing Ro»d. G i M n w I c h . Ohio 44837 9443 

Pflon«» (419) 752 3354 
(419> 7St M I S 

FAX (419) 752 6927 

October 24. 1997 

Senator Jotin Glenn 
Ohio Office 
200 N. High St.. Room 600 
Coluaibus. OH 43215 

Dear Senator Glenni 

As a member of the South Central Local Schools Community in Huron 
County. I an asking for your help. CSX Railroad is expanding their Hillard 
yard and Greenwich connections without concem for public safety. Repeated 
attempts have been made by Huron County to get CSX to address this issue, but 
CSX has refused to commit to public safety. 

Increased r a i l traffic, (80 to 100 trains per day) through Greenwich. 
Ohio, Hi l l virtually rinse a l l Pmeroenrv response access to 2,067 residents of 
Greenwich Village. Ripley Township, part of Greenwich Township, and 923 
students in the South Central school system (1/4 mile north of 
Greenwich) THIS IS TOTALLY UHACCEPTABLE. 

Huron County has requested that CSX install either an overpass or 
underpass for a l l three r a i l crossings on Townsend Street In Greenwich. Ohio. 
h> cannot deny public safety to our residents and schools 1 Adding two more 
tiacks will not lessen the blockage but only enhance i t . 

How can railroads do major expansions to enhance their profitability 
without any regard for public safety? I really need your help; my l i f e and 
the lives of others, especially our children, depend on i t ! ! I 

Sincerely. 

Better Schools Moke Better Communities 



Ro<>«>i F Sh»(»«f. Jf 
Sup«r1nl«nd«nl 

Sh»f1«y F. On«y 

T r« ( t u r« r 

South Central Local Schools 
3305 G fMnw ich Angl ing Road. G f M n w I c h . Ohio 44837 9443 

Phon«s (419) 752 3354 
(419) 752 3815 

FAX (419) 752 6927 

October 24. 1997 

Senator John Glenn 
Ohio Office 
200 N. High St., Room 600 
Columbus. OH 432.15 

Dear Senator Glenni 

As a member of the South Central Local Schools Community in Huron 
County. I an eisking for your help. CSX Railroad is expanding their Hillfurd 
yard and Greenwich connections without concem for public safety. Repeated 
attempts have been made by Huron County to get CSX to address this issue, but 
CSX has refused to coomit to public safety. 

Increased r a i l traffic, (80 to 100 trains per day) through Greenwich, 
Ohio, will virtually close a l l emergency response access to 2,067 residents of 
Greenwich Village, Ripley Township, part of Greenwich •"'ownship, and 923 
students in the South Central school system (1/4 mile north of 
Greenwich) THIS IS TOTALLY UNACCEPT.̂ BLE. 

Huron County has request;ed tJiat CSX inst^all either an overpass or 
underpass for a l l three r a i l crossings on Townsend Street in Greenwich, Ohio. 
He cannot deny public safety to our residents and schools! Adding two more 
tracks will not lessen the blockage but only enhance i t . 

How can railroads do major expansions to enhance their profitability 
without any regard for public safety? I really need your help; my li f e and 
the lives of others, especially our children, depend on i t ! ! ! 

Sincerely. 



O c t o b e r 1 7 , 1997 

Tc' Ulhorn I t May r. ; , : 

As a r e s i d e n t <jt Hi i i o n C r u i n t y . I am . ^ i s k i n 9 To r y o u \ iK . - l p . 
CSX R a i l i o a i d i s e x p a n d i n g t h e i r W i l l a r d y a r d a n d G r e e n w i c h 
c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h o u t c o n c e r n f o t p u b l i c s a f e t y . R e p e a t e d 
. - i t t e m p t s h a v e b e e n mai.ii' by H u r o n C o u n t / t o g e t CSX t o a d d r o s r 
th i . - . . i s s u e , b u t C^y t ias l e f u s e d t o c o m m i t t o p u b l i c s a f e t y . 

H u r o n C o u n t y h a s r e q u e s t e d t t i a t CSX i n s t a l l e i t h e i an 
o v e r p a s s o r u n d e r p a s s f o i a l l t h r e e r a i l < l o s s i n g s o n 
Tc>wnsend S t r e e t i n G i e e n w i c h , O h i o . We c a n n o t d e n y p u b l i 
s a f e t y t o o u r r e s i d e n t s a n d s c h c j o l s ! The C o u n t v h a s a l s o 
r e q u e s t e d a n o v e r p a s s 
e m e r g e n c y r e s p o n s i - i 
T o w n s h i p s . I n W i l l e n 
1:̂  y " . . t opped t i a i n ' - . 3 0 °, 
w i l l n o t l€ '£ .son Ihc-
n e e d e d i s an i s o l . i t i 
e m e r g e K , i e s p o n s c ' 
l ia nc) 1 e c hiem i c .:H 1 sp i 1 1 

on S e c t i o n L i n e ?0 , w h i c h i s t h e m a i n 
1 c^utc' t o R i c h m o n d a n d N c ^ w l c h 

i . S e c t i o n L i n e 30 i s c u r r e n t l y b l o c k e c ! 
o f t h e t i m e . A d d i n g t w o m(.>re t r a c k s 
'.•c k a g e b u t o n l y e n h a n c e i t . A l - ^o 

. a n d c o n t a i n m e n t r a i l s p u r . i n ' 
d r i v e a l o n g t h e new m a i n \ .• '' t o 

anci r e 1 e a s e s . 

fJew L o n d o n i s j i n g t o be- . e f f e c t e d i n a s i m i i c i i f r f s h i o n 
w i t h no a c c e s s Nc^ r t l i ':)r Wes t o f m a i n l i n e s . 

e x p a n s i o n s t o e n h a n c e t h e i Hc)W c a n r a i 11' oa• • ; j 
p ' f ; t .ll". i 1 i t y w i l ! ( ) i ; t . iny r e g a r c i f o r p u b l i c s a f e t y ? I l e a l l y 

• *•«•-) r ! i f •-• .r-iid t h e l i v e s o f o t h e r s , e s p t - . i a ) J . 

1 n 

11. '. '. I 

. ' i l l ' - P.J. 



Gene E. Lamoreaux 
1430 Boughtonville Rd. • Greenwich, Ohio 44837 Phone; (419) 752-7892 

October 22, 1997 

The Honorable John Glenn 
Ohio Office 
200 North High Street, Room 600 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Dear Senator Glenn: 

As a resident of Huron County. I am asking for your help. CSX Railroad is expanding 
their Willard yard and Greenwich connections without concern for public safety. 
Repeated attempts have been made by Huron County to get CSX to address this issue, 
but CSX has refused to commit to public safety. 

Increased rail traffic, (80 to 100 trains per day) through Greenwich, Ohio, will virtually 
close all emergency response access to 2,067 resident of Greenwich Village, Ripley 
Township, part of Greenwich Township, and 923 students in the South Central school 
system (1/4 mile north of Greenwich) TH/S IS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE. 

Huron County has requested that CSX install either an overpass or underpass for all 
three rail crossings on Townsend Street in Greenwich, Ohio. We cannot deny public 
safety to our residents and schools! Huron County has also requested an overpass on 
Section Line 30 Road, which is the main emergency response-access route to 
Richmond and Norwich Townships. In Willard, Section Line 30 Road is currently 
blocked by stopped trains 30% of the time. Adding two more tracks will not decrease 
the blockage but only increase i t Also needed is an isolation & containment rail-spur 
and emergency response-access drive along the new main tracks to handle chemical 
spills & releases. 

New London is also going to be affected in a similar fashion with no access North or 
West of the main lines. 

How can railroads do major expansions to enhance their profitability without any regard 
for public safety? I really need your help; my life and the lives of others, especially our 
children, depend on it!!! 

Very truly yours, 

Gene E. Lamoreaux 
GEL/njI 
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LOUIS STOKES 
I I T H DISTRICT OHIO 

J36S RAYBUBN HOUSE Of FICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON D C i O S l S 3511 

i202' 22S- 7032 

MEMBER 

COMMin EE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

Sl. 'BCOMM;TTtE<; 

l A N K i M i MEMBER 

Congress of the United S>tates 
House of TUprcsciuatiucs 

January 30, 1998 

OlSTRICr OfFICE 
3646 W A H R E N S V I L L E CENTER RD 

SUITE 204 

122 

Mr. Vernon A. Williams 
Secretary-
Surface Transportation Boa' 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear Mr. Williams: 

iNViROiVMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Finance Docket 33388 

In response to the Surface Transportation Board's (STB) d r a f t 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), I continue to harbor 
serious concerns with proposed f r e i g h t r a i l changes of the CSX 
and Norfolk Southern (NS) Corporations. My apprehension i s based 
on the vast negative impact these proposed routes could have on 
my Congressional D i s t r i c t and the greater Cleveland, Ohio area. 

Recently, CSX and Norfolk Southern have indicated an in t e r e s t i n 
a l l e v i a t i n g e f f e c t s of t h e i r proposal "^hat could prove harm.ful to 
Cleveland communities. However, to date, no agreeable s o l u t i o n 
has been found. Therefore, I strongly urge tne Surface 
Transportation Board to not approve t h i s a c q u i s i t i o n without 
s u f f i c i e n t m i t i g a t i o n to the affected communities. 

The proposed increase i n r a i l t r a f f i c through Cleveland i s almost 
exclusively i n low-income minority neighborhoods. In one area, 
r a i l t r a f f i c i s projected to increase nearly 1200 percent. This 
means that f a m i l i e s l i v i n g near these r a i l r o a d tracks v ; i l l see 
almost 15 times more t r a i n s , from three t r a i n s d a i l y to 44. 
Other areas w i l l see increases ranging from more than 100% to 
more than 5 0 0%. 

The STB found cause to address the issue of envirorjnental j u s t i c e 
i n i t s d r a f t EIS. Executive Order 12898 states, i n part, that 
"...each Federal agency s h a l l make achieving environmental 
j u s t i c e part of i t s mission by i d e n t i f y i n g and addressing, as 
appropriate, disproportionately high and adverse human health or 
environrriental e f f e c t s of i t s programs, p o l i c i e s , and a c t i v i t i e s 
on m i n o r i t y populations and low-income populations..." I 
encourage the STB to adhere to EO 12898 when issuing a f i n a l 
r u l i n g on the CSX/NS a c q u i s i t i o n of Conrail. 

CSX and Norfolk Southern's proposal w i l l not only have a large 
impact on my constituents' q u a l i t y of l i f e , but I believe i t m.ay 
also have a negative economic impact on lo c a l residents. More 
than 60,000 c i t i z e n s l i v e w i t h i n 1,000 feet of r a i l r o a d tracks i n 
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Cleveland. The dramatic increase of r a i l t r a f f i c w i l l expose 
these residents to t r a i n noise at v i r t u a l l y any hour, f u r t h e r 
reduce property values f o r those who can least a f f o r d to move, 
and ship greater amounts of hazardous materials through these 
neighborhoods by r a i l . Increased r a i l t r a f f i c also poses a large 
r i s k to chil d r e n who cross these tracks on t h e i r way to and from 
school. Children who l i v e near the tracks may not be aware of 
the greater frequency with which f r e i g h t t r a i n s w i l l be 
operating. 

Another major safety concern i s the s t r a i n on public safety 
services i n areas with at-grade r a i l crossings. The increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c w i l l delay the response times f o r emerge.icy medical, 
law enforcement, and f i r e f i g h t i n g services at the numerous r a i l 
crossings throughout Cleveland. Worse yet, these are areas that 
already have emergency service response times slower than more 
a f f l u e n t parts of the c i t y . I remain concerned about the 
increased p o t e n t i a l f o r loss of l i f e . 

I t i s possible that the CSX/NS proposal may r e s u l t i n some 
increase i n economic development i n Cleveland. At least one of 
the r a i l companies involved has proposed making Cleveland a hub 
f o r t h e i r service networks, which i s commendable. Nevertheless, 
approval of t h i s plan should not harm the everyday i n t e r e s t of 
the general public. 

For the aforementioned reasons, I am requesting that the Surface 
Transportation Board pose e f f e c t i v e steps to mitigate the 
CSX/Norfolk Southern r a i l proposal f o r the c i t i z e n s of Cleveland 
or deny approval of t h e i r plan. Please do not hesitate to contact 
me i f I may provide f u r t h e r comments or assistance i n t h i s very 
important matter. 

LS/pc 

Attention: Elaine K. Kaiser 
Environmental Project Director 
Environmental F i l i n g 


