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Office of the Secretary E N V l h O r 4 f v i E N T A L 
Case Control Unit . ^ £ 5 
STB Finance Docket NO. 33388 DOCUMENT 
Surface Transportation Board ^ ^ ^' 
192b K Street, NW ^ 4' 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 
Attention: Elaine K Kaiser 

I am writing to inform you of my opposition to the proposed railroad merger My 
home is located adjacent to the railroad tracks on Bagley Road in Berea Ohio. 
Currently there are 14 trains a day on these tracks. The noise literally shakes my 
home. However, at approximately one tram every two hours, it is tolerable and the 
house remains sturdy Increasing the train traffic to more than 50 trains a day, nearly a 
4 0 0 % increase, is unacceptable 

First and foremost, I fear for the safety of my children. My property value will plum­
met. My family no longer be able to enjoy the outdoors.' Mitigation" in the form of 
sound-proofing our home will force us to live in virtual seclusion, hiding out from the 
unbearable noise and pollution of the trains. A wall or mound of earth would tower over 
my house do to the current elevation of the Raiiroad tracks 

I strongly oppose the merger of the Railroads. However, in the event the merger is 
approved, t would insist that my home be purchased for fair market value and my fami­
ly be relocated This is a minor expense for the profit the Railroad will reap from the 
merger and the suiting demolition of my property values and quality of life. 

Thank You for your attention in this matter. 

Troy J Brandt 
and family 

556 Abbeyshire Dr. 
Berea Oh. 44017 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
^ ^ 

Rc Proposed Railroad Merger D O C U M E N T ' ^ 4 ^ - ' ' ^ ^ 

To vvliom It may concern; 

1 am wTiting to inform you o fmv opposition to the proposed RailroaJ mcr^!cr My home 
is located adjacent to the Railroad tracks on Bagley Road in Herea Currently there are 
appro.ximately 14 trains a day on these tracks l he noi.se literally shakes my home 
However, at approximately one train every two hours, it is tolerable Increasing llie train 
tralTic to more than 5(i trains a day, nearly •\ 400"() increase, is unacceptable. 

F irst and foremt)st., I fear for the safety of my famiK M> property value will plummet 
My i'amily wil l no longer be able lo enjoy the outdoors " Mitig.ition in lhe lorm oi 
sound-proofing our home would force us to live in vinu.il seclusion, hiding oui Uom thc 
unbearable noise and pollution ot the trains A wall or mound of earth will tower above 
my home 

1 StrongK oppose i 'v mer^jer ot the Rail'oads However, in tl.c event the niet.'tr is 
approved, 1 would insist that my home be purchased fbr fair nuirket value and mv lamilv 
be relocated I his is ;i nimo: cxp-ense lor the pr- iiis the railrori.ls will reajj trom the 
merger and the resuiiins' deinolitiv>M o fmv pui Krtv valae*- and qu;:l,lv of life 

1 luir.k \ou t('r your atteiiiioii lt> this rralter. 

Smcerelv. 

/ V 62'/'/ 
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ENVlRONMEî jTAL 
DOCUMENT 

lilaine K. Kaiser 

C"hief. Section oi l SN in)ninental .Anaiy i t 
Hnvironmenlal 1 i l i ; . j 

Of f ice of the Secrci.ii \ ( ase Control I Hit 

S I B f inance Docix.; \ . - vv>88 
Surlace I ranspoiKr .><n I'.naid 

l o : ^ K Sucei 
W a'-huTjii'ti IX • '̂ >-o()()l 

Dear Ms. Kaisei: 

It is our understand 
en\ ironmenlal ana 
Norfolk SoLilhei i i ' 
Hurlinglon ( ouul; 
reasons: 

llial your aucnc} is authorized !• 

-i> o! the siiiniliea;.'. increase in f u , 
MICIKISC ofthe ( f 

ew .lersev. W e f 
Bordentov. 

:.jve sucli a sU.. 

; a complete 
il'ic rcMiliing from CSX/ 

>l:i!> ! me through 

for the following 

1. New .ferscv 1 IMMMI is currentiv IICL' iting for the iiMpicment passenger 
service aioii;j f .c i IL'IK of wav. Ihi civ ice vvould i'.,c 1 Zuirains each day and 
vvould require mat all Ireighi traffic he compressed ;o ihc houi> beiween midnight 
and 6:0(l.\M 

2. This comprosi. II. eoii;iled with ihc i.;i^;e amount o: . i i jer iraffic. would impact 
the hosx eomnii,:iilie,s ^everelv in \\. .rea.s of: 

. ' \ . i i o i s , • . l o i i : 

B. an p 

' '.! ;i! \ . - •. 'I.y. 

I) ciiKM cc, -c; . ;ces res|\>ii' :nes. 

1 IMOK'..';. . :cs' ,;rces. as rci.r. ; lo wetland- :. 

1 he dislinel lii-. 
subslanliai mc; 
u''eeiit. 

:iiuHl lhat tlie CSX Xortblk Soui' 

^c^ m freighi ualil^ oniv se^ve^ u 
,co\cr will lead to further 

(he aiiove issues more 

4. fven !lioiiL''n 
this lr,i;,-.aL; 
the priiuaiv 
published, s. 

••icv puhlisiic 
.! thai no ;:>-

: ̂ c ft>r lilc 

led ihc .','. 

ja! notices r 
vas phicco, 

• T conniuiir 
• s i^f our POP 

comment regarding 
:-i ( ounlv l imes. 
. notice in Spanish 

;cv lew process. 



We are concerned 
and expeci ihat a : 
Council v.ill hc . 
In advance. \\e 'ha 
either one ol us. 

1 the fast track iii . cinent of N.i i 
!iJ :horough ana: ;s oflhese is 
J ; V 'U Its coiKci: ith N.11 S 1 • 
. 0-' lor your imn:. a iate assistanc. 

c ,:oris lo implement this train 
.oiicacied. Our Boro 
i:aLM:.is(ics findings shortly. 

V...:sc dc not hesitate to contact 

Sincereiv. 

\f\^»^\ 

I homas S. \\ ague: 
Councilman Riv c Boi o 
(609) 786-09S() 

Va 
C 

, l : i r i 

' 'm.ai Riverton Boro 
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( urnmonwcaith, o i FennsvK api.i 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Coirimission 
Bureau for Historic Pr<-strvation " • *• • I A L 

t'osl Ofhce Box 1.12. D O C U M E N T 
Harnsburj^, Pennsylvania 1. Id^-lOif) 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Surface Transportation Board 
Office of the Secretary, Cas<-
Finance Docket No. 33388 
1925 K. Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

May 5, 1998 

C o n t r o l U n i t .-3 

TO £XPf DITE REVIEW JSF 
OHP PfFf - 'FNT 

Re: ER 97 - 0776 - 042-T 
STB Docket No. 33388: CSX C o r p o r a t i o n and CSX 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , I n c . , N o r f o l k Southern C o r p o r a t i o n 
and N o r f o l k Southern Ra i lway Company C o n t r o l and 
O p e r a t i o n Leases /Agreem-n t s -Conra i l , I n c . and 
C o n s o l i d a t e d R a i l C o r p o r a t i o n : C o n r a i i A c q u i s i t i o n 
i n E r i e County, Pennsylvania 

Dear Ms. K a i s e r : 

The Bureau f o r Hi.^'.torir Preservation (the S t i t e 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Office) has reviewed the above named 
project i n accordance with Sect'on 106 of the National 
H i s t o r i c Preservation Act of It..6, as amended i n 1980 and 
1992, and the regulations (36 CFR Part 800) of the Advisory 
Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation. These requirements 
include consideration of the p r o j e c t ' s p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t upon 
both h i s t o r i c nd archaeological resources. 

We concur wich the findings of the agency's consulting 
f i r m , McGinley Hart & Associates, t h a t the following 
resource i s e l i g i b l e for the National Register of H i s t o r i c 
Places: New York, Chicago and St. Lewis Railroad (The Nickel 
Place Line), i n Erie County, Pennsylvania. We agree that 
t h i s resource meets National Register c r i t e r i o n A and C f o r 
i t s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n history. This 1.5 mile portion of the 
l i n e retains i n t e g r i t y and contributes to the larger 
h i s t o r i c resource. Boundaries f o r t h i s e l i g i b l e resource 
should be developed and submitted t o our agency for 
concurrence. 

le proposed abandonment and demolition w i l l have an 
; e f f e c t on the National Register e l i g i b l e . New York, 

Th« 
adverse 
Chicago and St. Lewis Railroad. To comply with the 
regulations of the Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c 

Page 2 
E. Kaiser 
May 5, 1998 

Preservation, you must follow the procedures o u t l i n e d i n 36 
CFR 800.5 (e), when the e f f e c t i s adverse. You w i l l need to 
n o t i f y the Advisory Council of the e f f e c t f i n d i n g and 
continue to consult with the Bureau f o r H i s t o r i c 
Preservation to seek ways to avoid or reduce the e f f e c t s on 
h i s t o r i c properties. 

I f you need further information i n t h i s matter please 
consult Susan Zacher at (717; 783-9920. 

Sincerely, 

Brendfe B a r r e t t 
Director 

cc: Advisory Council on H i s t o r i c Preservation 
Thompson S. Lingel, McGinley Hart & Associates 

BB/smz 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ' "̂̂ 4̂ 
Dear Ms Kaiser, D O C U M E N T 

I am a resident of Wellington, Ohio and am writing you to express my concem 
about bow my village will be adversely affected by tfae mcreased train traffic if tbe 
CSX/Conrail merger goes through. 

According to a CSX representative, the crossings in Wellington are the busiest 
along the proposed new route on which we are located. Yet CSX plans to do nothing to 
alleviate the traffic problems we wHl incur when we have a 400% increase in train 
traffic. We need a grade separation, probably m the form of an underpass. Our saiety 
and die safety ofour children is at stake. We have a volunteer tire department, which 
would be greatly hampered m respondmg to emergencies with the mcreased tram 
traffic. We have schools on both sides of tfae tracks and buses wiiich already have 
trouble getting across tfae tracks tc get the children to school and back home on time. 

Please, as the oniy agency with the authonty to reqtiire CSX to build a grade 
separation, I ask you on behaif of our town to help us. 

Sincerely, 



,/7 

/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 

ENVIRu,.uieNTAL 
DOCUMENT 

2 • '-//. /'/ 

/ 

/ 
• <^ ,v-/..-^t C^^2^^^ 

/ 



City of Burlington 
Resolution 96-317-R-210 

VMILREAS the Cty of Burlington Common Council, previously expressed its 
iun support tor efforts of the State of New Jersev and the Countv Tf Burl nn on in 
bnngmg hght rail passenger service to the riverfront communities: and ' 

everv- t ! ? f f n ? ^ ^ ^ ' / ^ ' NJ Transit estimates that a train will be passing through the Citv 
every ten (JO) minutes, with four (4) stations located in the City of Burlington; and 

UiQ "^ '̂"^^e^ ^0'- the cost of this project of an Electrified Light Rail is 

D e l t ' : R ' • h : r a r ^ ' T ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '^ '^ ' ' ' ' - H o n an uiesei Ught Kdil IS the alternaiive with a cost of S313 million, and 

U ' I I E W : A S , the estimated maximum speed of this Light Rail svstem would be M) 
mph- but. according to NJ Transit Study, the speed considered for rail'pa s e Z t n i e 
in the feasibility study is 60 mph; and ^ <ii>icngcr service 

WHERE.AS the facts represented in thc Feasibility Studv of NJ Transit are a 

\VIIE:RI . :AS, more studies and meetings with proper State Officials NJ Transit 
and County representatives are needed along with additional information s h o w l r t e 
imp ict on all mumcipalilies affected; ^ 

C o u n c i f o ^ T h ' ^ ^ f V ' ^ RESOLVED. That the Mayor and Common 

German T. CosteIl(\ Mayor 
C it\ of Burlinijton 

vTarmen A. .Anasta,' t.se. Presider!r. 
Common Council - City of Burlington 

ATTEST: 

n 
.Alexander R. Shultz. RMC/CMC/A^E 
Municipal Clerk - City of Buriiogto/ 
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CiTY OF N E W O R L E A N S 

M A R C H . M D R I A L 
M A Y O R 

ENVIRON?vlE^iTAL ^ 
DOCUTiAENT RECEiVED 

8 
M A FEDERAL KXPRKSS MAIL 

Wi ' , ; • '.••'.T 

M a \ 6. 1998 

Ms. l^lainc K. Kaiscr 
C hief. Scclion of l-.n\ ir(inmcntal Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Slrccl. N.W . 
W ashington. D.C. 20423 

R P : Finance Dofkf t No. .̂ -̂ .̂ HS/CSX and NS Acquisition of (onrail 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

M y prior letter to you dated Januar> _ . 1998. expressed our concems regarding the possible 
substantial increase of ha/ardous materials traffic through New Orleans as a result ot the 
referenced proposed doekel. 

Since mv earlier letter. 1 ha\ e had the opportunity to meet with Brenda Russell, the Vice-
President for Con.munit\ Relations of CSX Corporation and Ken Richardson to begin a dialogue 
regarding thc concerns rai.sed in m> letter. 1 his dialogue has heen posili\e and productive. One 
impDrtanl point raised during these discussions was an admission lhat C SX had overstate the 
cxpccied increase in iia/ardous materials traffic on CSX Neu OrloansAlohile line segment and 
lhat the error will be corrected in thc f inal i n\ironmental Impaci Slalemenl thai is being 
prepared. 

In lighl (Ol'this and on hehalf of the Cil> of New Orleans. 1 would ask thai should the Surface 
1 ransportalion Board be inclined lo appro\ e the merger of CSX and Conrail. thai the following 

conditions hc attached lo the appro\al: 

1) ( SX hc required to develop wilh the City of New (); leans I ire Departmeni. and the 
()fficc of i;n\ ironmenlal Aftairs a ha/ardous materials safety program which complies 
wilh federal, stale, and local laws, along wilh \olunlr\ industry guidelines. 

V» Orleans 
2) t'SX de\ciop an approved ha/ardous materials emergenc) response program to governiBBfiLdI 

dunes and responsibilities in the event that a hazardous materials emergency occurs M I I | [ 
our communitv. 

Greato-

C I T Y H A L L • N E W Q R L E A N S . L A i i 2 

( 5 D 4 ) 5 . t > 5 ) 6 d D U . F A X l b a d ! ^ i 6 5 t i 4 2 3 

Af^ E Q U A L D P P D R T L I N I T V E M P L Q V E B 



Ms. 1-Iaine Kaiser 
May 6. 1998 
Page 2 

3) Hoth programs mentioned abo\e should include the wide disseminati;)n and report of 
infctrmation regarding thc transportation of ha/ardous materials ihroigh New Orleans. 

l inalK . CSX"s representatives. particularl\. Brenda Russell. \'icc-l'resident. Community 
Relations, have demonstrated a willingness to impro\ c the relalii)nship between the citv and 
CSX. 

Should their hc an> questions, NOU ma\ contact me directl> through m\ l:xecuti\e 
Administratixc .Assistant. Connie I homas. at 565-6417. 

\ ers lrul_\ \ours. 

-^f'->-> Out^^^ —»^-» (ti/^..,!^ 

-Marc 11. Morial 
Ma\ or 

MHM/cmt 

cc: Chief W arren McDaniels. Supl. of l ire 
Jerald W hile. Director, l-n\ironmcnla! .Affairs 
Brenda Russell. \'icc President. Community Relations. CSX Corporatio.: 



FD-33388 5-8-98 K ID-PUBLIC 



ENVIRuî .̂ .tuMTAL 
DOCUMENT J^^c^/i^^^ 

i 

May 5, 1998 iil''^'*T 

R e : Proposed Ea i l r oad Merger 

To whom i t may concern: 

I am w r i t i n g to i n f o r m you of my oppos i t ion t o the proposed Rai l road 
m e r g e r . Mv home i s located at 561 Abbyshire Dr ive , Berea, Ohio. 
C u r r e n t i v there are appro.ximately U t r a i n s a day on these tracKS. 
However , at appro:<imately one t r a i n every two hour?, i t i s at leas t 
t o l e r a b l e . Inc reas ing the t r a m t r a f f i c t o mere than 50 t r a in s a 
day n^a - lv a A00% increase, i s t o t a l l y unacceptable. My property 
v a l u e ha5 already decreased and t h i s merger w i l l -lake i t plummet. 

M i t i g a t i o n i n the fo rm of sound-proof ir.c r.v hc.r.e wc:!! or.lv^force us^ 
t o h i d e out from the unbearable noise a:.: •-:-.<• -V. :'- t r ' .e^t rams. 
A h i s h w a l l or huge mound of ear- ': . . : :d cer ta i r .^y r.ct ma.<e cur 
e n v ^ - - o n t a t t r a c t i v e to say the ..e--.t. 

I s t r o n g l y oppose the T.erger of the R a i l r o a d s . _ Hcwever, -"^^ 
t h e mercer i s approved. I •• ;• : ' t.nat mv r.<:...fc DO r.r.._.a=v- . 
a f a i r market value and ::, r o l o c c t - : . a minor ex.e...e_ 
f'-.'T .he p r o f i t b the r a i l r - a o s v i i - reap t : ": '-•••. ••: - • • -
destruction of my prG:> r-v vi.:'.> anC my t 

Thank vc-: f o r y o i r k i n d a t te : : t ion to t h i s ma t t e r . 

S i n c e r e l v , 

y j e a . n >!• Bonin 
5 o l .Abbvshire Dr ive 
B e r e a , Ohio 4-017 
440-234-2446 
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It 
ENVfR. r.i>iTAL »vcy^ l̂ 

n M DOCUMENT I. 
Dear Ms. Kajser, T -: 

I am a resident of Wellington, Ohio and am writing you to oxpiTSs my concem 
about how my village will be adversely affected by the increaned tram trafiBc if the 
CSX/Conrail merger goes through. 

According to a CSX repre jentative, the crossings in Wellington are the busiest 
along tfae proposed new route on which we are located. Yet CSX plans to do nothing to 
alleviate the traffic problems we will mcur when we have a 400% mcrease m train 
traffic. We need a grade separatioa, probably m the form of an underpass. Our saiety 
and the safety ofour children is at stake. We have a volunteer fire department, which 
wouid be greaiiy hanipeied in icsponding io cincrgcficieb widj ibc increased traui 
traffic. We have schools on both sides of tfae tracks and buses which already have 
trouble gettmg across tfae tracks to get the children to school and back home on tune. 

Please, as the only agency with the authority to require CSX to build a grade 
separation, I ask you un behalf of our town to help us. 

Sincerely, 

• - , • ' / - ' < , < ' / • / / n I . /- C ' ' J 

• .. .. 
/ r 



, r 
1 ; 

C V 

1 / • 

i C t 

V 1 i :vi'-c! ^ / c . ^ I] I -12 

(S 

t i ; ^ 

( T l • 

' / C: 

, • • • /• ,-rv;QVT~ v4u..s 

t , . . .̂ :. J (S i 'TT-lt rice. St ^ 



2 2-C ' '-'^ 

( •-/T? K I . HO 

. . L , . . O P/<S 

' I ^t/rT .. / " ClZ Ce - -

L\_ l - : ^ v7^ r r ( I ! L L F f^tvA 

'2t ^ / 6 A ^ 7 9 , 

\ S I 

r i y \ r 2 f r j 

(\r^0 ~r>ft 

• ^ y^ZC] fy l^ffr 

77 L . 
./'A /Ac^2 //•,.//, ^T' yfT c^/K^Jfr CoS^ 

'yryt7Cs . ^ (:r's 



r 

At 

/ 
/ 

' 'Z2:, i ' : 0 i>C-

j I 

i I • 

A 

] j ! - L I K t 

A C 

' TH. • / / r 72 jy 

c / 6 2,/^. 2 Uo/ty? Acy^-'Ac/fVS 

^ F2 77/6 y?^ / ? 7 ' / ? ' / i ' / ' / 6 

• y . , - A / - ? / 

; . TTi my rc>7/f7, ''\:/r^6l7:tJ. 

h( AJT y^^l f /T7I. L/ 

/ ' 2 i c A/^ A ' " / : c' Z:>^ 

Ll 

. - c . • ' A / , ; ^>7?A A 7 : A 

, ' - : / / / A 7 A AV /rVA;? 

/: ' ./^A' 3 7 7 - A V . / -d -A-

• ^ .,A A ^ A A cUt rrre 

y A*^ y ^-'-^.^.c-f -2^ y^y<. ^_»^c^ 
/J 



y 

r 

Cc /\' y- • ' ' 
rWtf2222ZUy2Xy2ttZj ' . ^ t -

/ M ' ^ il I. 

- ... . ) . A l t . .1) 

y^ yy i7i^^( 
. \^ [— ^- ' 

'J ly^-- ^ 
LIL.. 

L ' L . y L 

C iT (:>C 



I iac> 1 . Saiidcis *t 

568,̂ bb>sh„ci),. ENVIRONMENTAL A "'' 

4t;V,;'A'''' DOCUMENT • 
Ms. Maine Kaiscr 
("hict r i n irojinicnia) .Anal) sis 
Surlace I ransporat on Board 
1̂ )25 K Slrccl NW 
Suite .>()() 

Washington. O.C. 2042,'--00()| 

Kc: .\hh_\ shire Dr. l'r()s)X)scd (. onra-l Mcriier 

Io uhoni il nKi> concen: 

lr. March of 1̂M»S 1 purchased a new home at 56S \hb\ shire I)ri\e. Little to 
m\ know ledge a oujilc (»! da_\s alter mo\ inu in v\e were contronied h\ 
some neighbors concerning the merger the railroad. M \ initcial ihouiihis 
(̂ 1 ounmg a liome witli a tram goini :\\e once in awhile \\as line with me. 
hut non-siop is a hig hig di(Tereiii.e. I'm now concerned with sat'tex ol'nn 
tamil> l i \ ing in these condi'ions . 1 also leel lhat this Board should go lakc a 
good loi>k at the ccMiditions o! these tracks he!iind our homes, there is a lot 
ol water problems whicli concerns all rcMdents on .\bh\shirc Dr. 

1 do not agree with this merger. 1 ha\e just installed proper impro\ ments to 
m> home to up grade it and I'm not \er> happ> \sith the ('it_\ or Railroads. 
Ill addition \o the .aixerse etVect on our qualil> ol lite and tlie saTetx ot\Hir 
lamilies. or propert\ \alue^ wiii also decrease signillcantb . 

i enciuiragc >ou or a repres-'ntatixe to peisonall> come to our homes on 
.\bb_\ shire I)ri\e m Bciea [o sec our situation in person. W e would firmh 
belie\e >ou would agree that the proposed merger will ha\e a signiticanl 
negative impaci on our li\es. 

Ihank )oii tor C(^nsidering our comments and concerns 

SmcereU. 

1 rac [. Sanders 



Re: Proposed Railroad Merger DOCUMENT ^ ^ A? 

I am wntmg to raform you of my opposition to the proposed Railroad merger My home 
IS located adjacent to the Railroad tracks on Bagley Road in Berea Currently there are 
approximatf.ly 14 trains a day on these tracks The noise literally shakes my home 
However at approximately one train every two hours, it is tolerable Increasing the train 
traffic to more than 50 trains a day, nearly a 400% increase, is unacceptable. 

Fir>t̂ and foremost, I fear for the safety of my famdy My property value will plummet 
.^y .amdy will no longer be able to enjoy the outdoors. Mitigation" in tfae form of 
sound-proofing our home would force us to live m virtual seclusion, hiding out from tbe 
unbearable noise and pollution ofthe trains. A wall or mound of earth will tower above 
my home. 

I strongly oppose tbe merger of the Railroads However, in the event the merger is 
approved, 1 would insist that my home be purchased fcr fair market value and my family 
be relocated This is a minor expense for the profits the railroads will reap from the 
merger and the resulting demolition of my property values and quality of life. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 



prurHiNft] raitriia'i f i icivcr 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT ^J^^^^ 

Office of thc Secretar> 

( ast- ( (introl I nit 

S I B 1 inance Docket \ o '^1^88 

Suriace 1 ransporlation Board 

Rc: Proposed Railroad Merger 

l o vshoni it nia> concern; 

I am writ inj^ to int(>rm you o}"m\ opposit ion to the proposed Railroad merger. M y 
home runs parallel to thc Berca-( j r ccnw i th rail line .segment near the southwest o l 
Bajilcv Road. 

( urrentis tliere are approximatelv 14 trains a da> on these tracks, lhe \ ibration from 

these trains shakes the house, however, at approximatelv one train every two hours. 

it is tolciable. Increasing the train i ra l l ic to more than 50 trains a day. nearlv a 40U"o 
increase, is unacceptable 

I irst and toremost. I tear tor the satetv ot mv tamily \ 1 \ propertv \alue v\i l l 
pluiiTiiet Mv tamilv vvill no kinger be able t(» enjov the outdoors. "M i t iga t ion" 
in t h ; torm ot sc^undprootlng our home vvould torcc us to live in virtual 
seclusion, hiding ou\ Irom the unbearable m>ise and pollution ot the trains. . \ 
wal l or mound t>t earth w i l l tower alxive mv home. 

I strongiv oppose the merger cd'the Railroads. lh)v\ever. in thc event the merger 
is approved. I vvould insist that mv home be purchased tor a tair market value and 
mv tamilv be relocated. This is a minor expense tor the profits the railroad wi l l reap 
t rom the inei j c r and the result ine demoli t ion ot mv propenv \alues and qualitv o f 
life. 

I hank yi)u tor your attention to this matter. 

Sineerelv. Mr & Mrs. foust 

:̂  ̂ 11 Abbv shire Dr. 

Berea. ()hK» - 44017 



E N V t i - w . T A L ^ 

Re Proposed Railroad Merger D O C U M E N T 

To whom It mav concem: 

1 am writing to inform you o fmv opposition to the prop<ised Railroad merger .My home 
IS loeated adjacent to the Railroad tracks on Bagley Road in fkrea Currentiv there are 
approximately 14 trains a day on these tracks The noise literally shakes my home 
Hovvever. at approximately one train every twu hours, it is tolerable Increasing the train 
traffic to more than 50 trams a day, nearly a 400% mcrease, is unacceptable 

First and foremost, 1 fear for the satety o fmv family My property value wil l plummet. 
My family will no longer be able to enjoy the outdoors •"Mitigation" in the fbrm of 
sound-proofing our home would force us to live in v irtual seclusion, hiding out from the 
unbearable noise and p(jllution of the trains A wall or mound of earth wil l tower above 
m> home. 

I strongly oppose the merger of the Railroads However in thc event the merger is 
apprtivevl, i would insist that my home be purcha.sed for fair market value and my familv 
be relocated 1 his is a minor expense for the profits the railroads wil l reap from the 
merger and the resulting demolition o fmv property values and qualitv of life 

Thank vou for your attention to this matter) ; 

Sincerely. , -C - > • 

.a 



Re Proposed Railroad .Merger 

1 o whom It mav concem 

ENVIRCNr̂ iEhiTAL k 
DOCUMENT 

1 am writing to inform you of my opp()sitio^ to the proposed Railroad merger. My home 
IS located adjacent to the Railroad tracks on Bagley Road m Berea Currently there are 
approximately 14 trains a day on these tracks The noise literally shakes my home 
However, at approximately one tram every two hours, it is tolerable Increasing the train 
iraflic to more than 50 trams a day, nearly a m ) % increase, is unacceptable 

First and fcremost, 1 fear for the safety of my family My property value wil l plummet. 
My family wi l l no longer be able to enjoy the outdoors ' Mitigation" in the form of 
sound-proofing our home would force us to live in virtual seclusion, hiding out frcm the 
unbearable noise and pollution of the trains A wall o: mound of earth wil l tower above 
my home 

1 strongly oppose the merger of thc Railroads Hovvever, in the event the merger is 
approved, 1 would insi.st that my home be purcha.sed for fair market value and'̂ mv fam-ly 
be reloca:ed This is a minor expense for the profits the railroads wil l reap frorn the 
merger and the resuitmg demolition of my properi. values and qualitv of life. 

I hank yt>u fbr your attention to this matter^ 

Smcerelv. - A - - . <• •A ' ' -^ -- A 

r 
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M A R Y G A B R I E L L E SPRAGUE 
i Z O Z l 9 A 2 5 7 7 3 

A R N O L D Sc P O R T E R 
555T-WELFTH STREET. N A 

WASHINGTON, 0 C 2 0 C O 4 - I 2 0 2 
LOS ANGELES 

. 0><00N 

Mav 4. 1998 

VIA HAND D F ; L I \ f R V 

Iilainc K, Kaiscr, Chief 
Section of Environmental .•\n:<lysis 
Surtace Transportation Board 
1925 K Street. NW 
Washmelon. D( 13 

REC'D: 

WWW 

Rc: Fin.mcc Docket No. 33388 CSX and Norfolk Southern -
Control and Operating .Agreements Conrail' 
Rocky .\louni, NC Grade Crossing Warr.ina Systems Inspection 

Dear M.- Kaiscr: 

In response to comments on the D it Environmental Impact Statement filed with 
the Sur'ace rranspc rtalion Board by the City of Rocky .Mount. North Carolina, CSX 
undertook an independent mspcclion ofthe grade crossing warning systems in Rocky 
.Mount .\ memorandum from Roger Owens, CSXT Director Crossing V.'aming System 
Projects, to Cc"-! Gei harcstem. CS.XT Director Environmental Engineenng, is enclosed. 
The inspection conciuded that thc crossing w arning systems were functioning properly iP. 
.March IV98, The resulls ofthe inspection have aiso been transmitted to thc City of 
Rocky .Mount. 

Please let mc know if your have any questions about this matter. 

Smcerelv, 

.Mary Gabnelle Sprague 
Counsel for CSX Corporation and 
CS.X Transportation. Inc. 

Enclosure 

62520 



A R N O I . i : ) iic P O R T E R 

Elaine K. Kaiscr 
May 4. 1998 
Paue 2 

cc: ^Steven Eee 
Michael Johnson 
John .Morton 

Robert Allen 
Dav id Cobum 
Carl Gerhardstein 
Pamela Savage 
Peter Shudt/ 

Bruno Maestri 
Andrew Plump 
Constance Sadler 



May 1. 1998 

TO: Can A Gerhardstein 
Director Lnvironmental Engineering 

FROM: Roger D Owens 
Director Crossing Warning System Projects 

RE: ROCKY MOUNT. NORTH CAROLINA - WARNING SYSTEM ANALYSIS 

In response to concerns expressed by the City of Rocky Mount. N C about 

possible malfunctioning warning systems at cert«,in grade crossings in Rocky Mount. 

CSX Tram Control retained United Railway Signal Group, Inc. to perform an 

independent inspection of the following grade crossings In Rocky Mount: 

East Grand Avenue Hill-Western 
Goldleaf Nash 

Mangold 
Sunset-Tarboro Bassett 

The inspections/observationa were made from March 2, 1998 to March 4, 1998. 

All crossings worked properly during the inspections. The above crossings are 

equipped with motion detectors. 

As information, CSX employees inspect and test all waming devices at road 

crossings monthly as required by the FRA If you need additional information, please 

advise. 
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ATTUHVF.YS AT LAW 

l a i i l S E V E N T E E N T H STHEF.T N W 

WA.SHIXOTON, a C l i O O i e 

May 

£NTEHED 
Ottiv, < .'r ^ 

BY HAND DELIVERY 

E l a i n e K. K a i s e r 
Er:--: » - • i ' . P r o j e c t D i r e c t o r 

. ronmen ta l Analyses 
S u r i a c , ' p o r t a t i o n Board 
AT': . ' : : . ,: ; .:.ance Docket Ko. 33388 
1 i ' . '• S t r e e t , N.W. 
W a s h m g l - n , D.C. 20423-0001 

398 

•sjbllc Record 
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V i -

Re: Finance Docket No. 3 3388 
:•: "o rpora t ion and C^X T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , I n c . , 
• : .k Southern Corp r a t i o n and N ' r*"-:'. k 

.• .• :-',-rn Rai lway Company - - Contr-, o, ; 
O p e r a t i n g Leaseo/Agx'eements - - C o n r a i l I n c . 
and Consol ida ted R a i l C o r p o r a t i o n 

D e a r Ms. K a i s e r : 
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Elaine 
May 7, 
Page 3 

Y . Kaiser 
1998 

pleased to pr- -rmation 
as I t prepares tne Kir.a., EIS. 

Sincerely, 

CML/raw 
Enclosure 

C. Michael Loftus 
An Attorney f o r the C i t i e s of 

East Chicago, Indiana; Hammond, 
Indiana; Gary, Indiana; and 
Whiting, Indiana ' c o l l e c t i v e l y . 
The Four City Consortium) 

cc: Dennis G. Lyons, Esq. 
Richard A. Allen, Esq. 
Paul A. Cunningham, Esq. 
The Honorable Vernon Williams 
The Honorable Linda J. .Morgan 
The Honorable Gus A, Owen 



INDI ANA L^EPARTMF.NT OF TRANSPORTATION 
1(>I> \()nh Senate .\'r<'nue 

Room .V755 
Indiannpnlis. Indiana 46204-2249 

- ^ - ^ ^ M X o . r , : i 2 -02J« 

I / RIlS A Wild), Ci)mmis',ioner 

The Honorable Linda J . Morgan 
Chairman 
Surface Transportat'on Board 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Chairman Morgan: 

coTcrnTh«.'H ° ' Department cf Transportation to share a 
bv CSX I r . ' '"S"^^ ^° P«^^'^9 apphcation fileo 

Of Conrait. The acquisition filing is found in finance docket number 33388 The 
concerns relate to potential negative impacts cn safety and roadway congestion in 
several communities m the northwest corner of Indiana. 

^ h i t r ' ^ ' r u ^ r ' ^ ^^^"^^ni t ,es of Gary, Harr.mond. East 
Chicago and Whitmg, senous concerns were presented about potent.al crossing 
safety problems and congestion - suiting from mcreas.ng tram frequencies through 
he region. These communities Icc actively, the Four C ty Consortiuml have jointly 

h l l T ' " ' ' ' ' conditions before the surface transportation 
board The consortium has ca-cfuKy studied the rail routing changes proposed in 
the acquisition filing and found several areas of concern. 

Writer's Direct Line 

They have identified several locations where tram traffic levels are projected to 
increase sign.fcantly Concerns have a.ser because rreny of tnese locat ons nave 
r ^ . ^ ' T °^»^-9^^^« hignway-r3n crossings, in the filing of comments ana 
o . n r ; r l ° ' r : " " ° ' ' ' ' 7 " '̂̂ ^ Consortium proposes an alternative routing 
P ân through the region for the Surface Transportatior Board to consider The 
alternatve ro.,ting wouid utilize a number of grade-separated tracks that could 
reduce congestion ana improve safety. 

The Indiana Department -^anspo^afon supports the filing of comments and 
requn.t ^or conditions presented b/ the Corsort.um Northwest Ind.ana is one of 
the most nigh-y developea manufacturing centers m the nation and contains some 
0̂  the highest densities cf highway and rai' ,nfrastructure. Safe, afficient rail 



The Honorable Lmda J. Morgan 

Page Two 

April 13, 1998 

service is critical to the continued strength of th,s region INDCT fee's th. r rh 

as It IS reviewed by the Surface Transportation Board N D o ' s I s r^^^^"" 
assist all parties in reaching a mutually beneficial solution. ' ^ ^ 

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

77^yy27yf.y 
Curtis A. Wiley f> 

CAW/pa 

cc; 

Commissioner 

The Honorable Robert Pastnck, Mayor of East Chicago 
The Honorable Scott King, Mayor of Gary 
The Honorabie Duane Dedelow, Jr., Mayor of Hammond 
The Honorable Robert 3ercik, Mayor of Whiting 
Cristine Klika, Deputy Commissioner, INDOf 
Larry Goode, Chief, Intermodal Division 
Ron Thomas, Manager, Rail Section 
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I N D I A N A DEPARTMENT Of NATURAL RESOURCES LARRY D MACKLIN, DIRECTOR 

A p r i l .:s. i'i>/S 
DOCUMENT 

:i<o 
0 7'IQ„ 

vr 

r Liinc k , Kaiscr 
I IU irtiiniiciU.il l'ni|cc! Diicelur 
Si^'ctu'ii (i! 1 ii\inMiiiionUil .\n>il\sis 
Sui lacc 1 rapspurUilion Hoard 
\ \ .tshm-tcn. i) ( . 2(1-12̂ ^ 

I )c.ii Ms, Kai scr: 

\ \ c have i\ '\ic\\cd ihc diali cii\irnnmcii' 1 impac! stalemcnl lur the propuscJ ( S.\ and Norlolk 
Soulhern conlrol aikl acuuisinoii o! ( miiai, in iiuliaiia | MN \N( 1 ])(l( Kl 1 •-''̂  >SS) Ihi-, rc\ icw 
IKI-- IKCD COIKIUCICJ puisii.int to Scciion HK' O! the N.iUon.il 1 I I - U ' I K l'rcNcr\alion , \ c l I W- I .S.( . 
^vv i ion t" i li I ,iiKlMii|Mcmci;lii ' . ,.in>ns louiui .sl ( I 1<, I'ar! Si n I, 

\ - h.MiL' .is ilic protect remain-- w iilim .iic.i- Jiviurhed t\\ pre\ ious consiruciion. no kn.'U n historic 
Iniiidm'. '-. ^!^llcllllc • Ji^li ici-. ohicv;-. oi ,iiciiaeoio;jic.il sUcs listed in or eli'Jihic tor incluMop m lhe 
\anonaM\c:Jisic; o! I l l - , ; , w il! iv alleeted h\ this proieci i lo\\e\er. il an\ .irchaeoioLiical 

.u iilacls ot luiiii.iii iciiiaiiis .ilc 'Iucdon. dcmoiiiioii. or eanhmov nvj acli\ities. 
s'.itc l.iw I IndiaiKi ( ode 14-21- . -, ' • :c. , . . , i . - iii.ii \\oik iiuis! si,.p and ttial lhe dis,^o\er\ must 
be lepi'Iled lo ilic 1 )i\ isiop, oj I li^ionc I'lCsci\alhm aiiil \rchaeoloL:\ williiii iwo 12 i business iia\ s. 
\i,idilioii.iliv. in llic e\ eni tnal .ii iii.icis oi iciuiics are disco\ eied dm ine the iniplemeiv ition > >! llie 

tc'deiail) .issi,icd pioiecl. acli\il>. oi pioeiam .iiui ,i plan h.is not been de\e!oped. il is the lederal 
cieeiic'v s le-ponMhiliiN t,. contact the .\d\i-or\ ( oaned on llisioric l'ieser\ation in accordance with 
"̂ Ci ( ,1 K Scuion S(II 1,1 ! ( hoi 2 1 1 h.ink >ou loiMuir i.ooper.iiioii. 

%\ ei'\ iiiih- \ouis. 

\ • (i\ 
/ ] . iVi\ 1) M.ickhn 

i Si . ie llis;>.ru !'; eser\ ation ( Hficer 

i , l ) \ l : \ l M l ) d < S \ \ -me 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

© 
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DOCUMENT 

( ){Ticf ol tiu' Sc'CTfiarv 
A I I \ ' : I laiiic K. Kaisc r 
( asc ( Olll rol I ni' 
\ iii.tiui- Docket #TViHH 
SiT\ u I ' rransporlalioii lioard 

I ) K S i n n W V 
W ashiiij-ion, !).(,. 2(H2'i-(M)()I 

I \ - n r \ l r Kaiscr. 

April 29, 

SIB 

I am a rcsidt'iit ot W'cllintjion. Oluo and am wriiing vou to express nn- coiHcrn about 
h o w m\ ' Nillaqc will hc a(i\'crscl\- allcdcd ilic incrc iscd train tratfic it th-e ( S.X. ( onrail 
jncri^cr ŝ oi s tliroiii;h. 

According to a CSX rc]irfscntaii\f, ilic crossings in W'cllin^ion arc the busiest aloiii; 
t l u - proposed new route r)ii whuh wc are hn .ned ^'ei ( SX plans to do nothing to ;ille\ i.ite 
l i u - 1 rattii prohlems w . \ i l l iiu ur when wi-have .i 400",, im n-ase m train tratlic. Wt-net-d 
a i!,i;ulc separation, proliahlv in tin- torm ot an uiuierpa>s ()in s.iteix- and the salci\' ot our 
c hiUin-n IS at s,ake We lia\c- a \oiunieer tir-e depar'mem . which \\<uild be >^reail\- hainjH-red 
III rcs]ioiulins; to enu-ii;encies with the iiun-ased train tralhc. We have schools on both sides 
ot the iracks and busc-s wh.ich ahead\- haw trouble- *;enin^ a; ross the- tracks to î et the 
c h ik l r en • > sc hool and b.ic k home on nnu-. 

Please, as the onl\- a^eiuv with lhe .iuthorit\' to rec]uirt- ( SX to build a ,i;rade 
sc-paraiion. 1 ask \-()u on bc-hall ol our iown lo help us. 

Sine c-ii-l\-. 

Diana Bi/onl-
I'iS \ ' i iu- Street 
W'ollin<;ion. ()hio 44090 
(4401 f)47-Vr>r) 

I r .Vci ib 
1 -H' losure 
cc: 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT % 

Maine K Kaiser ^0 
I n\ironii ientai Piojecl Director 

Sectionol l n\ i ronmental AnaKsis 

Surface 1 ransportalion Hoard 

.\ M N S I H I inance 1 )ockeI No .vV-KS 

h>2'^ K St reel \ V\ 

U ashiiiyion. I ) ( 2 ' ' < I'l I 

\ i \ I inance Deckel No "̂ "v'-X.S ( SX i orporation and N..r lold Souther ka i lwa \ ' ompanv--

C cintiol and Opcrali i isi i.eases .XijreeiiK-nts - C on ia i ! Inc 

Deal Ms Kaiser 

I am writiny to compla in ahoii i the e\cessi\e le\els ol local tailroad trattic m m\ comnuinit\ I 

l ia\e been h\ IIIL' at n n present address to: i \ears \ \ 'len ' oui l l the home there were two to three 

trains each week rt i i inine on the tracks behind i m home MIICC then iheie are len to ;i!leen trams 

each week usmi' the Hacks \ \ hen mn at niL?hi the. are overloaded and rumble alonii like a 

pack ot bi ittalo I he house shakes the shcKes rattle and piclt i ies shil i sKtc\\a\s 

1 he trams ate e \cess | \e l \ hme and e\en stand across the road loi IOHL' periods ot tune ( ars turn 

d iuu i in \ block to avoid the loih dc!a\ and '.ave mcicased cat tratfic tcntold on a road not 

picparcil to handle addi l ional i ia lhc So no! on i \ does the m reased Ham Iralfic endaiiuer 

lesideiits and chi ld ic i i but so does the cai Half ic 

1 understand lliat thc railroads plan lo increase operalK ns m northwest Indiana Such increaases 
should be opposed \ \ e are al iead\ sut'tenne l i om the piesent lai lroad ital'l ic and do not want am 
turthci mcieascs Please take action lo ensure thai nhonhwesi Indiana's iu>t burdened wi lh 
additional laihoati op^iai ions 

I liank \ou toi \ou i assistarue wi lh ihis pioblem 

Barbara 1 on i .c /cwsk i 

724"^ 1 indbcc' l i \ \ e i u i e 

i lanimoiu! IN !'.324 



ENVIRONMENTAL '̂ ^̂  ^ f̂.. 
DOCUMENT " 5 ^ 

o f f i c e of the Secretary, Case C o n t r o l U n i t 
Finance Docket (S'33388 
Service T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
1925 K S t r e e t NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

A t t e n t i o n : E l a ine K. Kaiser 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I would l i k e t o express my o p p o s i t i o n t o the proposed a c q u i s i t i o n 
of C o n r a i l by CSX T r a n s p o r t a t i o n , I n c . and N o r f o l k Southern 
Ra i I r o a d . 

T h i s would e n t a i l a 400% r a i l t r a f f i c i n c r e a s e i n our small 
v i l l a g e of W e l l i n q t o n , Ohio, at times c u t t i n g o f f access t o 
the nearest r i o s p i t . i l and making i t i m p o s s i b l e i n 
respond t o emergency c a l l s from our l o c a i EMT squad and 
^'olunteer f i r e department. The a d d i t i o n a l r a i l t r a f f i c would 
have a consider,it,le d i s r u p t i v e e f f e c t on our business d i s t r i c t 
which i s w i t h i n a block of the r a i l c r o s s i n g . V.hile I am s t i l l 
opposed t o the a d d i t i o n a l t r a f f i c , an overpass/underpass at 
S t a t e Route 58 would at l e a s t a l l o w our Health and Safety Depart­
ments t o continu! t o f u n c t i o n e f f i c i e n t l y . 

Thank you. 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATI-JN BOARD /^./ '^'. '^//f/^ 
Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental .Analysis 

April 16. 1998 

Peter J. Shudtz 
General Counsel 
CSX 1 ransportation 
3 Foxmere Drive 
Richmond, VA 23233 

DOCU?.iHix!T 
Bruno Maestri 
System Director. Envirorunental Protection 
Norfolk Soulhem Corporation 
1500 K Street. NW 
Suite 375 
Washington, DC 20005 

Re; Finance Docket No, 33388 - CSX and NS -- Control and Acquisition ~ 
Conrail. Request for Supplemental Environmental Report 

Dear Messrs. Shudtz and Maestri: 

In our letter dated March 27. 1998, SEA v-quested that CSX and NS provide to SEA by 
April 3. 1998 clarifying information refa d to any proposed activities, operations, or tram traffic 
dala. Since the March 27* letter. SEA has received the following letters from CSX and NS that 
contain clarifying information: 

CSX: 
• April 3. 1998: Canadian Pacific Haulage Rights between Detroit and Chicago 
• April 3. 1998: Revised Train Routings 
• April 3. 1998: Submission of CSX Settlement Agreements with Other Railroads 

NS: 
April 3. 1998: Changes in Train Traffic Due to Changing the Location of Proposed 

Bellt-ue. OH TCS Facilily lo Sandusky. OH 
April 3. 1998: SE \ Dala Validation Request for Train Traffic and M(JT Data for 

Canadian Pacific Haulage Righls on Detroit lo Chicago Corridor 
Apri' 199!>: NS Proposed Sandusky. Ohio I ripie Crown Services Facility - Update on 

Truck Traffic Routing and 4 rain Traffic Routing 
April 12. 1998: Traffic Changes Associa cd with Greater Cleveland/Cloggsville Potential 

Mitigation 



In several instances, the letters have offered subslantially new data, rather than clarifying 
changes along: (1) rail line segments for which SEA has already completed its review and 
analysis: and (2) rail line segments that SEA has not analyzed because the train traffic reported 
earlier by CSX and NS did nol meet or exceed the Board's thresholds for environmental analysis. 
In addition, the information further suggests thai new communities could realize environmental 
impacts and other aiready-identified communities could face additional impacts as a result ofthe 
new infonnation. 

For these reasons. SEA requests that CSX and NS provide, no later than April 24, 1998. 
Supplemental Environmental Reports (SERs) to address the potential environmental implications 
of changed activities and operations that would meet or exceed the Board's environmental 
thresholds. CSX and NS should provide separate SERs. 

The content ofthe SERs should be consistent with the Board's environmental rules at (49 
CFR 1105) and should explain the planned changes in railroad operations on the rail line 
segments noted in the letters listed above The SERs should include technical explanations and 
supponing documentation of the methodologies used lo projecl proposed operational changes as 
well as the methodologies used to measure environmental impacts. Finally, the SERs should 
include any recommended voluntary or oth."r mitigation measures regarding potential 
environmental impacts in these communities or other areas that would be affected by the changed 
operations. 

It is critical that we receive the SERs by April 24'*' so that SEA can proceed with preparation 
ofthe Final EIS. If you hâ •e any questions or need further clarification regarding this letter, 
please call Mike Dalton at (202) 565-1530. 

Sincereiv vours. 

Elaine K. Kaiscr 
Chief 
Seclion of Environmental Analvsis 
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S H E R f i O D B R O W N 
• • ' M DISTRICT 
, HIO 

DISTRICT OFFICES 

'- \ ' - .'.i-^E "OAT-

C O M V 

Congress of ttjr Wnitct) States 
ll)ousc of iACprtscntatibfS 

OSiaslungton, DC 20olo 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

April 15, 1998 

1 «00 234 6 J ' 3 r j h l 3 

Mr Vernon A Williams 
Secretary 
Surface Transponaiion Board 
1925 K Street, NW. Room 700 
Washington D C 20423-0001 

Dear Mr Williams 

In response to the Board's request for public comment on the environmental and other 
aspects ofthe proposed join, acquisition of Conrail by CSX and Norfolk Southern, I have 
received the enclosed petitions from my constituents These 659 residents ofNorth Ridgeville, 
Ohio, are opposed to the current proposal unless adequate grade separations are provided, and 
want their position noled for the public record Thank you for your time and assistance 

Sincerely, 

SHERROD B K O W N 

Member of Congress 

:iB:jlc 
Enclosures 



PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROLTING OF RAIL TRy\FFIC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CITY OFNORTH RIDGEVIUE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City of North Ridgeville, Ohio, oppo.se any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through thc City without grade separntions at all of lhe majoi highways. For years, North Ridgeville 
has had to endure rhe disruptions of services, delays, and threats (o public safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail trafTic have created. We oppose any pl.m to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safefy are met and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southern. CSX. n.nd the Surface Transporation Board 
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PETITION OPPOSING fHE PROPOSED REROL TING OF RAIL TRAFFIC. 
A^D 12^ SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CITY OF.''ORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undcrsijned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose iny T.casures to reroute ra.l 
traffic through the CI7 without grade separntions at ail of thc major H.gh.v.ays F:)r years, North Ridgev; e 
nas had to endure the disriptions of sc-zices, delays, ard 'hreats to public safery that slow-moving ani 
stepped .-ail traffic have created. We oppose .my plar to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety arê sryr̂ and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southern. CSX. and re ^rface Jr^f^spcrtation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TIO V /.V THE CITY OF''ORTH RIDGE'/ILLE 

The undersigned citizens of the City of North Ridgeville. Ohio, ocrt^e any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all of'he majc high'.\ays For years, Norh Ridgeville 
has had to endure the dismptions of ser/ices, delays, and threats to pubix safety that slo'-v-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan tc route additional ra/, taffic unless our concerns for 
safety are met ar̂ d addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southem. CSX. ?.nd the Surfi'j^ Transpcration Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTIiSG OFRAIL TRAFFIC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppo<;e any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all ofthe major highways For years, North Ridgevdle 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to oublic safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concerns for 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail. Norfolk Southern, CSX, and thc Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPA RA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

Vne undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic tlirough the City witf,oui grade separations at all of the major highvvays For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that lov̂ '-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety ?je met and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southern. CSX. and the Surface Trrmsportation Board 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRyiFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GR.4DE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OFNORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures ':c reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all ofthe major highways For years, North Ridgeville 
haa had to endure thc disruptions of services, delays, and threats 'o public safety that slow.movmg and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concerns for 
safety are jiet and addressed by Conraii, Norfolk Southem. CSX. iind the Sirface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFHC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OFNORTH RIDGF.VILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures to rwoute rail 
traffic through thc Cily without grade sepanrtions at all ofthe major highways For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure thc dismptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-r-oving and 
stopped rail traffic have created Wc oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concents for 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southern, CSX, and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OFRAIL TRAFHC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CfTY OF.WORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens of the City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
tratfic through the City without grade separations at all ofthe major highw.iys For years, North Ridgeville 
has had to endure thc disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
. .c . . . - ^ e t and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southem, CSX, and the Surface Transportation Board 

i^2)A\2m 

3Wd 008SXtdiS!Ntn:ai 97:91 86. 7I''7C 



PETITION OPPOSING H/.T PROPOSED REROUTING OF RA IL TRA FFIC 
AiytJ //y SUJ'FOH T OF GRADE SEPARA HON IN THE CITY Ol NOR TII RIDGEVILLE 

nie undersigned citizens of the City of North Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
tratlic througli thc City wilhout grade separations al all ofthe major Iiighwnys. for years North Ridgevi'-c 
has had to endure thc disruptions of services, delays, and ihrcots to public safety that slow-moving and 
.stopped rail traffic have created. W- oppose any plan lo route additional rail tratfic unless our concernsV.ir 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail. Nr-;ulk Southern. CSX. .ind the Suifacc Transportation noard 

\df!̂ /̂ ——^ 

/ / / 

• ti^^^ ^ 

lW(f ^i^iJJ 

7>JP3A.L02xu.^.h 

y ^ l ^ l . . f c g l d ^ 

Jm.f^u. 

( 0 / 1 y \ ,1 ^ J - ' ^ 

01 3Wc :Wd •X88Xt)rft5:Ntn:ai 97:91 86 . 7:'-7C 



PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RA // TR i FFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

traffic tllr^ouXTr " T " ° ^ ' ^ ^ ' ' ^ ""̂ ^̂ "̂̂ "̂ reroute rail tra fu: through the Qty without grade separations at all ofthe major highway. F„r years. North îdgevilt 
has had to endure the dismptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety ,hat slow-m ,n« nd 
stopped rail traff.c have created. We oppose any plan to route additio.ul rail traffic unles.s our fon rn 
safety are met nnd addressed by Conraif, Nnrfnlk SMithcrn, CSX. ..nd thc s„j/acc Tr,.,,sp.ma io, P 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED RERs. 'ITING OF RAll TRAFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens of thc City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures fo reroute rail 
traffic through thc City without grade separations at ail ofthe major highwrnys. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the dismptions of services, delays, and threats to public wfcty that slow-moving imd 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan fo mute additional rail traffic unless our conccrn.s tor 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail. Norfolk Soufhern, CSX. and lhe Surface Tran.sportation Doard 

.,4^..,. 

:Xbi 008£,xy3iQINtf̂ :ai -i7:9I 86. 7VrC 



PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE .SEPARATION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all of the major high\vays. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the dismptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route addilional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail. Norfolk Southem. CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OFRAIL TRAFFIC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF .WRTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens of the Ĉ ty ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measurtrs to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade sepa.-ations at all oflhc major highways, for years, North Ridgevdle 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail trafTic have created. Wc oppose any plan to route additional rail tratfic unless our concems for 
safety arc met and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southern. CSX. and the Surface Transporation Board 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAH TRAFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN rfiF. CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The ujridersigned citizens of thc City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all ofthe major highways. For years. North Ridge ville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delay,, and threats to public safety that slow-moving nnd 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic imles, our coneê ŝ for 
5ntety are met and addrts«d by Conrail. Norfolk .So.ithcm. CSX. i.„d (he Surfnce Transportation f\oard. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OFRAIL TRAFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OFNORTH RIDGBVILLE 

rr̂ m " J ^ * ^ ^ °f City OfNorth RidgeviUe, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
^ c dirough the C.ty without grade separations at all of the major highways. Fô  yean, NorOi^«vmc 
^ t , ^ ; ^ ; ^ " ^ dismptions of ser̂ ces, delays, ̂  threats to pubrsafety'S^sbw m̂ '̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
stopped rail trafiic have cieated. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concerns f« 
" ' ^ b y Conrail, Norfolk Southem. CSX, and the Surface TransportaUon Z d 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GR.ADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undenigned citizens of the City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures lo reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all of the major highways For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-movmg and 
stopped rail traffic have created. Wc oppose any plan to route addittonal rail traffic unless our concems fur 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southern, CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens of the City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the Cicy without grade separations at all of the major high^vayj. For yean. Norh Ridgeville 
has iiad to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safery that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. Wc oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concerns for 
safetvyK^ m̂ £ and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southem. CSX. nnd the Surface Transportation Board 

:xyd 09:91 86. 7T'70 



. ^r. ""^^^ OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OFRAIL TRAFHC 
IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CITY OF NORTTll^^^^ 

The ujidenigned citizens of the City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose anv measures to rerout. m.i 
^mc through the Ciry withou, grade separations at all ofthe major highways For y , ^ N o S i r d « v T 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and due t. to public safew ^ „ , ^ l * r 
stopped rad trafnc have created. We oppose any plan to route .dditiona'l ™ Vaffic'̂ u^^^ 
safety are met and addressed by Conra.l. Norfolk Southern, CSX and the Surface T r ^ s Z a orBTard 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC. 
AND IN SUPPORT OF CR.'kDE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NOR TH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersig.ned citizens of ;he City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute ru 
traffic through ĥe Cit̂ / without grade separations at all of the major highways For years, North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of scrnres, delays, and threats to pubiic safety that slow-movmg and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additicnai rail "raffic unless our concerns for 
sarety are met and addressed by Conrail. Norfolk Southem. CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROLTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THC CITY OF NOR TH RIDGE VILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City of Nor Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separaUons at all ofthe major highv̂ ys, For years. North Rjdgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety lhat'slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety are met and addressed by Conmil. Norfclk Southem. CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROLTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all of the major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the dismptions of services, delays, and threats to public safefy that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to mute additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail. Norfolk Southern. CSX, and the Surface fransportation Board 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFHC, 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION I?I THE CITY OF NOR TH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens of thc x̂ ity ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at ail ofthe major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-movrng and 
stopped rail traffic have created We oppose any plan to route additional rail iraffic unless our conccnu for 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southem. CSX, and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROL TING OF R.4IL TRAFFIC, 
.4.\D IN SL PPORT OF GRADE SEPAR.4 TION IN THE CITY OF .\ORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens of the Cit>- ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all of the major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-movine and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety are met and addres.sed by Conrail. Nortolk Southem. CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROL TING OFRAIL TR.AFFIC, 
.AND IN SUPPORT OF GR.ADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEMLLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all of the major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safely lhat slow-moving and 
stopped rail iraffi.; have created. We oppose any plan to route addition£il rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety are met and addressed bv Conrail. Nortblk Southem. CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROL TING OFRAIL TRAFFIC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GR.ADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF .\ORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic tlirough the City without grade sepa,-ations at all of the major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safet>' that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
salaty are met and addressed by Conrail, Norfoik Soulhem. CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFFIC 
A SD IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGE VILLE 

The undersigned citizens of the City ofNorth Rjdgeviile, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic Ihrough the City without grade separations at ail of the major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety' that slow-movmg and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic'unless our concems for 

ate met andjj4dressed by Conrail. Norfolk Soulhem, CSX. and tb; Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROL TING OF RAIL TRAFFIC, 
AND IN SUPPOR T OF GR.A DE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF .\OR TH RIDGE VILLE 

The undersigned citizens cf the City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic dirough the City without graâ  separations at ail of the major highways. For years. North Ridgeviile 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our concems for 
safety are met and addressed by Conrail. Norfolk Southt j . CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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04/15^96 09:49 NC.095 002 

PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFHC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION L\ THE CITY OF NORTH RIDCEVUJX 

r-.m " f ^ S ^ °f ̂  City of Nonh Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute raU 
caffic Uirough the City without grade separations at all of tbe major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to cnd^ the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to pubUc safety that slow-movmg and 
sMppcd raU traffic have created We oppose any plan to route additional rail tiaffic unless our concerns for 
saiety are mer and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southern, CSX, and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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04/15^98 09:49 NO. 095 003 

PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OFRAIL TRAFHC, 
AND IN SUPPOR T OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

Thc undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
tiafhc through thc City without grade separations at all ofthe major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and thrcau to public safety that slow-movmg and 
Slopped rail traffic have creaied. Wc oppose any plt.n to route additional rail traffic urUess our concerns for 
safety arc met and addressed bv Conrail, Norfolk Southern, CSX, andjhc Surface Transponaiion Board 
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04/-15^96 29:52 NO. 095 904 

PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OFRAIL TRAFFIC. 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OFNORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned ciUzens of the City ofNorth Ridgeville. Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through the City without grade separations at all ofthe major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure thc disruptions of services, delays, and threats to pubiic safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. Wc oppose any plan to route additional rad trafEc unless our conccnu for 
safety arc met and addressed by Conrail. Norfolk Southem. CSX. and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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29:50 NC. 295 

PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROLTING OFRAIL TRAFHQ 

AVD IN SUPPOR T OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THI CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVIU£ 

The undersigned cinzcos of lhe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
txafSc ihrough the City without grade sepaiahons at all of the major highways. For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-moving and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail tnSx, unless our concerns fbr 
safetv are met and addressed by Conrail, Norfolk Southem, CSX, and the Surfacê raî iponatioa Board. 
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24,- 29:51 
NC. 095 507 

PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROLTING OF RAIL TRAFHC 
AND IN SUPPOR T OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CIU OF .NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

traffic i ^ J ^ e l ^ " T " "'''"'^ "̂ PP̂ ^ ''̂ y " ^ - ^ ^ to '"outc rati ttattic ^ugh thc City wid̂ ou. grade separations at all of thc major highways. For years. North R.rioLiu 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTING OF RAIL TRAFHC, C ^ 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RWGEITLLE 

The undersigned citizens of die City ofNorth Ridgevdle, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute »̂  
trafBc through the City without grade separations at all of thc major highways. For years, North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and threats to public safety that slow-movmg and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route additional rail traffic unless our coocenu for 
safetiTare met and addrcsjeO by Conrail, Norfolk Soutfiern. CSX, and the Surface Transportation Board. 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSFJ) REROUTLNG OFRAIL TRAFHC 
AND IN SUPPORT OF GRADE SEPARATION IN THE CITY OF NORTH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens of the City of Nonh RidgcvUle, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
^'^ separations at all of tbe major highways. For vears. North RidccviUe 

« o o ^ ^ l ^ ' dismptions of services, delays, .id threats to pubhc safetyC^ow-mo^n^ 
stopped nul traffic have created We oppose any plan to mute additional rail traffic uniess our concert for 
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PETITION OPPOSING THE PROPOSED REROUTLNG OFRAIL TRAFFIC, 
ANT) IN SUPPOR TOF GRADE SEPARA TION IN THE CFTY OF NOR TH RIDGEVILLE 

The undersigned citizens ofthe City ofNorth Ridgeville, Ohio, oppose any measures to reroute rail 
traffic through thc City without grade separations at all of the major highways For years. North Ridgeville 
has had to endure the disruptions of services, delays, and dsreats to public safery thai slow-movmg and 
stopped rail traffic have created. We oppose any plan to route addinooal ^ traffic unless our concerns for 
saf»rv are met4uid addressed by Conrai', Norfolk Southem, CSX, -ind the Surface Transportation Board. 
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October 1. 1997 

M s Hlaine Kaiser 
Cliief. Hn\ ironmental .Analysis 
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l<̂ >2:̂  K Street WV 
.Suite >'t(i 
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DOCUMENT 

RE Finance Docket No .>33'S8 

Dear Ms Kaiser 

Member of Congress representing Ohio's lOth district, and as a Partv of Record to this 
piv.ceeding. I heicb\ submit mv Responsive Environmenlal Report lo the Railroad Control 
• Xpnlicatioii for 1-iiiance Docket No ,i.1.188 

I hank \ ou for \our consideration 

D J k jb 

Sincerely, 

Dennis .1 Kucinich 
Member of Conuress 
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October 1, 1997 

Filed with the 
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by 
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I. Executive Summarv 

In June. 1997. CSX Corporalion and Transportation Inc (CSX), and Norfolk Soulhern 

Corpoiation and Railwav Company (NS) filed a railroad control application with the Surface 

Transportation Board lo acquire control of Conrail Inc and Consolidated Rail Corporation 

(l inance Docket No .i3.i88) 

.As part of lhe railroad conlrol application (RRCA). NS has proposed increasinu freighi traflfic on 

thc C le\ eland-\'ermilion route from I .> > trains per day lo .̂ 7 8 trains per dav (180 perceni 

increase) The Cle\eland-\ emilion line is currently .nvned in its emiret\ by NS. and no trackage 

lights, leases or olher agreements currenlly exisl on this route betueen NS and CS.X The 

applicants ha\e not proposed an\ changes ir ownership, trackage rights, leases or other 

agreemenls ofthe Cle\eland-\ ermilion route in the RRCA 

Norfolk Southern s Cle\eland-\ ermilion route is an east-west line along Lake Erie that traverses 

thc western half of (uvahoga County from downtown Cleveland through the western suburbs of 

I akewood. Rockv Ri\er. Westlake and Bay \ illage (also known as West Shore) The Wesl Side 

fCle\ eland and W est Shore communities - more than 90 percent residential - - is bisected by 

the Cle\eland-\ ermilion route inlo north-south sections by this mostly single-track rail line 

o 

Il IS the intent of this Responsive Environmental Report to preseni information about the impaci 

on the W est Side of Clev eland and Wesl Shore of Norfolk Southern's propo.sal to increa.sc freight 

iratlic tiom 13 > trains per dav to 37 8 trains per day Because the W est Shore communities are 

lesideniial. and certain areas are densely populated, the RER will present information on the 

) issihle etfects of an 180 percent increase in tratVic on three areas emergencv response time. 

h.t/aidou> and nuclear material transport, reductions in railroad labor and railroad safetv, air 

poliution emissions and noise pollution. 

In the area of emergencv response lime, the RER will focus on medical emergency response 
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times The increasing transport of hazardous and nuclear material via railroad w ill be examined 

Inlormalion iibout the decade.s-long trend to reduce railroad safetv and maintenance personnel, 

and the overall safetv of railroad transportation will be presenled There will also be a section 

detailing informaiion about the significant increase in air pollution emissions as well as Pviise 

pollution as a result of the proposal by NS to triple the number of freight trains on the Cleveland-

N'erinilion line 

The RER will follow the guidelines, where applicable set by thc Surface Transportation Board s 

Decision No d. Notice of Issuance of Procedural Schedule. etVective Mav 30. 1997 

II. Purpose and Need for .Vgency .\ction 

It is the contention of this Party ot Record that due to the icsidential nature ofthe atfecled 

communities, a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement (EiS) should be conducted 

fonliwilh, and include all relevant information, including this RER It is also the contention of this 

Pany of Record that an objective analysis will reveal that the existing freight train traflic alreadv 

presen;: cor.>ide! able hazards to the residenliai community of Cleveland and the West Shore It 

will funher reveal that any increase in tratfic. or an increase ofthe magnitude proposed the 

applicanis wiil have such an adverse efTect that mitigating measures will have a negligible impact 

.And it is funher contended that a moratorium should be placed on increased tram traffic until the 

problem is resolved to the satistacl'on ofthe atfecled communities and I'MS Panv of Record 

III. Description of thc Inconsistent or Responsive Application and 

Related Operations 

\i>t applicable to this Pany of Record's RER filing, 
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\ \ \ Descnption of the Affected Knvironment 

Cleveland: The Cudell and Edgewater communities are on the West Side of Cleveland Wiihin 

these two communities, there are 8.800 people. 1.300 of which are elderly persons who liv e atone 

1 here are 85 structures that border the railroad iracks Tvveiily perceni (20 perceni) of those are 

multifamilv homes Some ire as close as 14 yards from the tracks The fire slalion and emeigencv 

medical services are located smith ofthe railroad iracks while 'he bulk ofthe population is nonh 

There is onlv one grade separation where Iraffic can continue while a train traverses the citv 

(.Appendix 2. pg 27-29 ) 

l.nkcwood: I he immediate western suburb of Cleveland has a population of 60.000 occupying 

^ square miles Lakewood is the most denselv populated area beiween Nevv ^'ork and Chicago 

I he ( leveland-X ermilion Ime bisects the city inlo nonhern and soulhern sections with 27 

crossings, more per mile than anv other citv in the country U'Utin I K-ak-r. 8/8 97) 

Fifty percent (.̂ 0"o) of Lakewood's residents live south ofthe iracks There is only one grade 

separation where traffic can continue m a nonh-' i direction while a train traverses the city 

Lakewood Hospital, located north ofthe tracks, provides medical emergency service-. Similarlv. 

two ofthe three lire stations and the police slalion are localed soulh ofthe iracks At the 

iionhernmost point of Lakewood. there are several high-iise apartinent complexes and many 

residential homes along Lake Ene that vvould be isolated from two ofthe three fire stations --d 

the police station ( Appendix 2. 22-24) 

There are eight puhlic and private sciiools located near the railroad tracks; however. Lakewood 

does not use buses for its nearlv 10.000 school children Lakewood children walk or bicvcle lo 

and from school, and this often requires that they cross the iracks Though rai'roar'. safety 

education is prov ided lo elementarv- school children, railroad tracks could be considered an 

"attractive nuisance ' wherebv minors are diawn lo unsafe objects ( Appendix 2. pg 80-81) 
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\^ estlake: The northern border of Westlake is the Clev eland-Vermilion line This suburb has a 

population of 27.000 occupving 1(3 .S .square miles There are live grade crossings, and only one 

grade separation for EMS personnel to travel from St John West Shore Hospital to Bay Viliage 

(a smaller suburb immediatelv north which relies upon St John for EMS personnel) when trains 

are traveling through the area 

Rocky River: Rocky River is bisected bv the Cleveland-Vermilion line More than 20.000 people 

occupv 4 s square miles Both the fire and police stations are located south ofthe tracks while a 

signiticanl portion ofthe population lives north ofthe tracks There are four crossings and onlv 

two grade separations 

Ba> \ illage: Bav \ il!age is Cleveland's western most suburb, and is 97 percent residential with a 

population of 17.000 occupying 4 .5 square miles The Cleveland-Vermilion route is the southern 

boi del ofthe city There are railroad crossings at five ofthe six roads entenng the city, and one 

grade separation at the easternmost end ofthe citv All emergency medical services are provided 

bv St John West Shore Ho.spiial. which is located south ofthe tracks in Westlake (.Appendix 2. 

pg 19-20) 

Bav \ illage Schools transport a significant number of students to public and parochial schools 

outside Bav \ iliage Because the railroad tracks form the southern boundai> ofthe citv. almost all 

<Mthese tnps require cr - . :e tracks More than 100 students come from the south side ofthe 

railroad tracks to attend St Raphael s parochial school (.Appendix 3) 

\ . Description of Alternatives 

W ill be presented in the October 21.1997 filing. 
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V I. Analysis of the Potential Knvironmental Impacis 

.\. Fniergency Response Time 

There are manv emergency response siiuations wbere minutes can make the ditference beiween 

life and death Police and firefighters face such situations even, day However, the case of cardiac 

arrest response lime has been eaietully studied and will he explored in this RER 

There are 17 identifiable factors that contribute to the outcome of cardiac arrest Of these, the 

most important factor is the time betw een the onset of cardiac arrest and cardiopulmonarv 

resuscitation (CPR) Seattle. Washingion has the highest sun ival rates published in the Lnited 

States, largely due to the fact that (-.0 perceni ofthe population knows CPR Unfortunately, verv 

tew ciii/ens in Greater Cleveland know CPR Hovvever. Lakewood has as high a survival rale as 

Seattle due in large part to the rapid response on the part ofthe Lakewood Police who begin 

( PR. and Lakewood EMS. whose average response lime to cardiac arrest is three lo four 

miiuites ( Appendix 2. pg 56) 

The second most important factor affecting the outcome of cardiac arrest is the time to 

defibrillation in cases of ventricular fibrillation (when the heart is slill quiveriig as opposed lo 

being complelelv stopped) .And the third most important factor atfecting the outcome of cardiac 

arrest is the lime beiween the onset of cardiac arrest and the initiation of basic life suppon and 

advanced life suppon fhe .Amencan Hean Association has recommended that patients receive 

basic life support within four minutes, and advanced life support within eight minutes, both of 

which can be administered bv EMS personnel, 

(liven an increase of freighi traffic lo 37 8 trains per day. and subtracting four hours (for time 

when trams are not supposed to be traveling ihrough populated areas), there will be a train 

tiaversing the cilv appioximatelv everv half-hour It takes on average fojr minutes fbr a train to 

pass thp ugh a grade crossing Therefore, an EMS team that encounters a passing train at a grade 
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crossing will double their response time to eight minutes, beyond the time recommended for basic 

life support, and JUSI w iihin the recommended lime for adv anced life support 

Thirtv-four percent (34''o) of all EMS calls in Lakewood are for locations north ofthe railroad 

iracks. the same side as the hosipital (Appendix 2 pg 57) Therefore, the majority of all EMS 

calls (6(>%) are for locations on the opposite side ofthe tracks from the hospital According to 

Cleveland EMS statistics based upon 3.000 cardiac arrests over the pa.st five years, increasing the 

response lime of Lakewood EMS by Xw o minutes w ould decrea.se the chances of surv iv al of 

cardiac arrest victims by 50 percent If re.sponse times were incieased bv four minutes (the 

average time it takes a train to pass through a grade cros.sing). .survival rates would decrea.se by 

7:̂  percent ( Appendix 2. pg ^8) 

Though emergencv response time has focused on medical emergencies in Lakewood. similar 

siiuations exist in all the affected communities for all types of emergencies Bay Village relies 

upon St John Hospital, vvhich is localed in Westlake. soulh ofthe tracks Cleveland's West Side 

communities relv upon emergencv services located on the opposite side ofthe tracks Rockv 

River IS similarlv bisected into north-south sections vvith residents on one .side and vital .services 

located on the tnher 

B. Hazardous Material and Nuclear W aste Transport 

According the federal Railroad Admin'stration (ERA), approximately 11 353 million tons of 

hazardous material were shipped through Cuyahoga Couniv in 1995 (.Appendix 4) .And accordinu 

to the applicants RR( ,\ > 6 perceni of NS s freight traffic consi.sts of hazardous materials, 

representing a total of about 254.834 carloads in 1996 

Clev eland is a major corridor city for railroad traffic, therefore, it highly probable that tripling 

freight traffic on the Cleveland-N ermilion line will result in the tripling t>f hazardous material 

shipments ihrough the Wesl Side of Cleveland and West Shore communities. According to FRA, 
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676.000 tons of hazardous material were shipped by NS on thC 'eveland-\ ermilion line in 1995 

Tripling this amount of hazardous material wili result m moie than 2 million tons of hazardous 

inaterial traversing these residential communities 

Approximately 261,000 people were evacuated across the L'nited States because of rail-related 

hazardous materials releases between 1978 and l99^ Despite the continued problem of accidents 

involving ha/ardcnis materials. GAO reported lhat between 1992 and l"9S hazardous material 

inspections bv ERA fell from 34 percent to 21 percent (.Appendix 5. pg 4) 

According to the Federal Code of Regulalions (49 ( FR 172 |0|). there are more than 3.000 

materials classified as hazardous, including arsenic, chloroform, cyanides, formaldehyde, ead. 

mercurv. and propane a highly flammable liquefied petroleum gas which compnses the bulk of 

transported hazardous material Chemical product shipments via rail increased bv 27 perceni 

between h^jj and I99S. totaling I 8 million carloads In 1995 alone there were 1.330 incidents 

involv ing ha/ardous matenals rel ased from rail cars (.Appendix 6. pg !6) \'et chemical rail 

transport is exempt from federal and community -righi-to-know" laws. 

It should be noted thiit FR.A data on hazardous matenal transport and accidenls are derived from 

the industrv s own reports, and the General Accounting OfTice finds these reports • inaccurate and 

incomplete ( Appendix 7. pg 1) 

Because radio; ctive material is considerably more dangerous than hazardous material, il is 

classified and regulated differently The Department of Energy has confirmed that radioactive 

waste pas.ses through Cuyahoga Countv. although the frequency and exact quantities were not 

obtainable However, the frequencv and magnitude of radi. active matenal being transported on 

the Clev eland-N ermilion line should be determined bv the Surface Transportation Board to 

calculate the level of risk to denselv populated areas in the event of an accident or derailment. 

The I nited Slales Congress is currenlly considering H R 1270. a bill that legislates the siting ofa 
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temporarv high-level nuclear waste storage facility near Vucca Mountain in Nev ada High-level 

waste consists mostiv ofthe spent nuclear fuel rods fh)m commercial nuclear utility reactors 

Should this bill become law. Cuvahoga ( ounly vvill become a major transportation route for high-

level I adioactive wa.ste traveling from the E.ast Coast to Nevada 

Approximatelv 2.733 rail shipments of high-level radioacliv e waste will traverse Cuyahoga 

Countv en route to Nevada much of w hich w;.i be iian.sported v ia the Clev eland-\ ermilion rail 

line I arge rail casks weighing about '2- tons would contain high-level radioaclive wasle. defined 

as spent nuclear ttiel rods contaminated with plutomum and other highlv radittactive elements 

T he aveiage rail cask will earn about I '"^ pounds of plutomum To date no transport cask has 

had full-scale phvsical testing ( Appendix 8. pg 2) 

Three vears inside the reactor core makes the fuel ov er a million times more radioactiv e than 

unused fuel I nshielded. irradiated reactor fuel lhat has been stored for ten years will deliver a 

lethal dose to anvone within a meter in less than three minutes A single pound of plutomum could 

cause cance in even pei son alive todav if it were divided and deposited i.i the lung tissue It is 

estimated ihat a fullv prepared state emergency response system capable of respondinu to an 

accident involving high-level radioactive waste would costs S5 6 million anni allv in 1981 dollars, 

an expense Ohio has not anticipated ( Appendix 8. pg 1) 

( . Reductions in Lahor and Railroad Safety 

.According to R W Godwin, general chair ofthe Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers. NS will 

lav otr several hundred railroad workers whose jobs are lo mainlain safe railroad cars and track 

conditions l hese lavotfs are system wide The consequences for the general public could be lethal 

considering the movement of hazardous material and nuclear waste by rail through the densely 

populated communities of Cleveland and the West Shore The tabie below is a summarv of 

anticipated lavoffs bv NS resulting from the proposed acquisition of Conrail 
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Carnien inspect and mainlain rail freight cars 330 positions abolished 
I rack men Inspect and maintain tracks, switches and crossings 473 positions 

abolished 
Signalmen inspect and maintain wav side sig.ials and cros.sing protection 54 positions 

transferred and 2 s abolished 
Railroad Police 

Officers 

Piotect railroad equipment and signals from vandalism 46 positions 

abolished 
1 (U'omotuc 

Maintenance 

Inspect and maintain locomotives s boilermakers abt)iished, 3̂ 

electricians abolished. 46 laborers abolished. 85 machini.sls abolished 
Superv isoi^ Oversee maintenance workers 78 jobs abolished 
T rain Dispatchers Insure safe passage of tiains 2'< lobs abolished 

These anticipated lavotfs come after almost two decades of declining maintenance and safety 

personnel on railroads For example between l')85 and 199'̂ . I nion Pacific doubled the ratio of 

its car shipments to workers fiom 85 1 to I 70 1 Freights trains at one lime were seived bv five or 

six people but aie now frequenllv .stalfed In one engineer and one conductor (.Appendix (>. pg 

17) 

Railroad empknees are expected to work 12-houi shifts, take eight hours offi. then return to 

wiM'k But despite the 12-hour limit the I RA recentlv found that Lnion Pacific routinelv vuMates 

this limit, keeping workers on the ji^b as long as 17 hours Furthermore, rail workers can be called 

back to the job with little more than 'wo Iiours notice One NS engineer was quoted in Ihc 

H(/v/////y'/(»// Munihly as saving I ve been forced to go out when I vvas so exhausted 1 

hallucinated I ve seen things that weien t there, almost gone past signals I thought were one 

color when they were another " (.Appendix 6. pg 17) 

At the same time that railioads have significantly reduced staff the Federal Railroad 

Administration (FRA) has reduced the number of safety inspectors Currentiv. there are 380 

inspectors fbr over one million cars and 300.000 miles of track (Appendix 6. pg 19) The 

General Accounting C>ft';ce ((i.AO) released a report in July. vvhich found that the number of 

safetv inspections conducted by FR.A decreased by 23 percent, and fewer resources are allocated 
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to responding to concerns about workplace iniuries 

The decrease in safetv in.spections results from FRA instituting a new cooperative safetv program 

in lv>"̂  Rather than use violations and civil penalties against railroads fbr noncompliance with 

satetv regulations. ERA has emphasized cooperative partne ships with other federal agencies, 

lailroad management, labor unions, and the states (Appendix 5. pu 4) 

Because railroad safetv has improved greatlv ovei the last three decades due m large part to 

technological advances CiAO could not determine the effectiveness of FR.A s program 

Howevei. if should be noted that FRA has implemented its Safetv Assurance and Compliance 

i'rogram with 33 raihoads This method has improved the safetv on manv large railroad.s. hul 

\nrfnlk Soullh rti ( 'oiporanon Ims refused lt>participate until / A' } siibsUtiUiulcs safcn prohlems 

at lhe railr,,ad (Appendix \ pg 5. emphasis added) That a major raiiroad companv would 

refuse to panicipate in a safetv program instituted bv the federal government does not bode well 

for the residents of Cleveland and the West Shore communities who rely upon the federal 

government as well as the railroad fbr their verv safetv 

Accidents at railroad cros.sings are thc leading cau.se i^f deaths associated with the railroad 

iiKkisiiv. almosl half of all rail-related deaths are caused by collisions of trains and vehicles at 

public crossings (Appendix 7. pg I) One thousand (1.000) people die each vear as a result of 

grade-crossing accidents (Appendix 5, pg 4) Ohiw was among the top five states for having the 

highest numbei ofrail ciossing fatalities in the I nited States during 1991 ihroutih 1993, however, 

subsequent safetv programs have led to a 75 perceni decline in rail crossing accidents (Appendix 

pg 16) 

Despite the decline, there are still approximately 100 fatalities al railroad cro; • ,Jhio 

annuallv G AO recommends several strategies for reducing the number of grade crossint; 

accidents, the most efTective being to close them Given the composition ofthe Wesl Side of 

C Icveland and W est Shore communities — which are bisected by the Clevelanu-\ ermilion line. 
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to responding to concerns about workplace injuries 

The decrease m safety inspections results from FRA instituting a nevv cooperative safety program 

in Rather than use violations and civil penalties against railroads for noncompliance with 

satetv regulations. ER A has emphasized cooperative partnerships with other federal agencies, 

railroad managemeni. labor unions, and the slales ' (Appendix 5. pg 4) 

Because railroad safely has improved greatlv over the Iasl three decades — due in large part to 

technological adv ances G AO could not determine the etTectiv eness of FRA's program 

Howevei. if should be noled lhat -FRA has implemented its Safety Assurance and Compliance 

Piogram with 33 railroads fhis method has imptoved the .safelv on manv large railroads, hm 

Sorlolk Soulhern ( Orporation has refused to participate until l-jy.-i suhstaiiliales safen problems 

al the tailroad (Appendix >. pg 5. emphasis added'. That a major railroad companv would 

reftise lo participate in a safetv program instituted by the federal government does not bode well 

fbr the residents of Clev eland and the Wesl Shore communities who rely upon the federal 

government as well as the railroad fb-̂  their verv safetv 

Accidents at railroad crossings are the leading cause oi oc^ihs associated vvith the railroad 

industrv . almost half of all rail-related deaths are caused by collisions of trains and vehicles at 

public crossings (Appendix 7. pg I) One thousand (1,000) people die each year as a result of 

grade-crossing accidents ( Appendix pg 4) Ohio was among the top five slates for having the 

highest number ofrail cros.sing fatalities in the lnited Slales during 1991 through 1993. however, 

subsequent safety programs have led to a 75 percent decline in ra.l crossing accidents ( Appendix 

'̂ >. pg 16) 

Despite the decline there are still approximatelv 100 fatalities at railroad cro.ssings in Ohio 

annuallv G AO recommends several strategies for reducing the number of grade crossini; 

accidents, the most effective being to close them Given the composition ofthe West Side of 

( Icveland and W est Shore communities - vvhich are bisected bv the Cleveland-Vermilion line. 
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w i t h hospital and other emergency serv ices on one side of the iracks and significant numbers of 

people on the other this strategy is nol viable Anoiher strategy recommended is to install 

lights and gates But (i.AO notes "However, iighls and gales provide onlv a warning, nol positive 

protection at a crossing (.Appendix 7. pg 3) A third strategy is to install four-quadrant gales 

vv nh V chicle detectors, but these can cost upwards of SI million per crossing Wilh 27 crossing in 

Lakewood along 5 7 miles of track, this alternative is impractical 

I ) , i-̂ inissions 

Since most locomotives in the I S are powered bv diesel engines, air pollution emitted by trains 

vv ill consist mostiv of Particulate Matter (PM) and precursors to ozone (Nitrogen Oxides or NOx. 

and Hvdrocarbons or HC) Locomolives account fbr nearly five percent (5 perceni) of all air 

pollution emission in the country 

According to the RRCA. air pollution emission vvill inc/ease in Cuyahoga County by 1,800 tons 

per vear, or i 6 million pounds, as a result ofthe increase in freight traffic (RRC.A. Vol 6B. pg 

;(->4- i(->s) I hese air pollution emissions include Nitrogen Oxides (NOx). Carbon Monoxide (CO). 

\ olatile Organic Co-npounds (\ 0C), Sulfur Dioxide (SO-). Particulate Matter (PM) and Lead 

( Ph) 

CS.X rail traffic will increase the above air pollution emissions in Cuyahoga Countv bv almost 

1 .< >i )i' tons per year NS rail traffic will increase the above air pollution emissions bv more than 

SOO tons per year Combined, this is an increase of 1.800 tons per year, 

O f t h e 1.800 tons of air pollution emissions, the applicants estimate that 1.505 19 tons will consist 

o f \ ( ) x .According to figures from the Environmental Protection Agenev (EPA). 1.505 19 tons 

per v ear of NOx is equivalent lo increasing automobile traffic by 86.505 passenger cars, 

( Appendix 10. pg 3) On the Clev eland-\ ermilion route alone, there will be an increase of NOx 

emissions bv 254 36 tons per year, vvhich is equivalent to increasing automobile traffic in West 
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Shore by 14,618 passenger cars 

.Additionally. NOx combine with Hydrocarbons (HC) in the atmosphere to form seconda. v PM 

(which was not estimated m the RRCA) For everv KH) tons of NOx emitted, approximately 4 

tons of secondarv Particulate Matter is formed Thus, there will be an additional increase of 

secondarv PM bv 60 tons per vear 

N()\ emissions have significant health and environmenlal effects NOx Is a major component of 

snu>g and acid rain NOx emissions combine with HC in the atmosphere and. in the presence of 

sunlight, fbrm ground-level ozone NOx also contributes to the secondarv fbrmation of breathable 

PM NOx can react with ammonia, other constituents, and moisture to fbrm certain tvpes of PM. 

including nitrate fine particles and acidic aero.sols 

Ozone IS a In-.i: ' ,-activ e pollutant that damages lung tissue, causes congestion, and reduces vilal 

lung capacitv. in .iddiiion lo damaging vegetation Acid rain damages buildings and crop.s. and 

degrades lakes and slreams (and il should be noted that the Cleveland-\ ermilion line mns along 

Lake line and crosses over the Rockv River) PM causes headaches, eve and nasal initation. chest 

pain, and lung inflammation Env ironmental impacts of PM include reduced v isibility and 

det'.̂ ri.-' ation of buildings 

Healthv adults who exercise moderately can expenence a 15 to 20 percent reduction in lunu 

tiinction U om exposure to low lev els of ozone ov er sev eral hours Damage lo lung tissue may be 

caused bv repeated exposures to ozone vvhich can lead to a shortened life span Ozone 

aggravates asthma, and 14 .Americans die ever̂  uay from a.sthma. a rate three times greater than 

just 2(> vears ago 

Because children breathe more air per pound of body weight than adults, increases in ground-

level o/one IS even more harmful to them Children make up 25 perceni ofthe population but 

compri.se 40 percent of the asthma cases Children also comprise a disproportionate number of 
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asthma attacks, increa.sed use of medication, and more emergency room vishs as a result of ozone 

exposure 

Particulate Matter easilv reaches the deepesl recesses ofthe lungs Scientific studies have linked 

Particulate Matter, especiallv fine particles (alone r̂ in combination with other air pollutants) with 

premature death, aggravated asthma, and chionic bronchitis As is the case with ozone, the 

elderly. children and indiv iduals with preexisting heart oi lung disease are especially vulnerable 

Cuvahoga ( ountv is currentiv not attaining the National Ambient Air Quality Standards for Sulfur 

Dioxide (SO,) or P\HO. particles smaller than 10 micrometers in diameter Therefbre. any 

increase in emissions as a result of mcreased freight tratfic will cause a further delay in altainini: 

the I P \ s new Ambient Air (Qualitv Standards tbr PM2 5 (which will not take etTect for several 

years) 

( uvahoga ( ountv does meel EPA's curient 1-hour o 12 parts pei million (ppm) ozone standard 

However based on the most recentlv available quality assured data (1993-1995), the county does 

not meet LPA s recentlv issued 8-hour 0 08 ppm ozone standaid .An increase in NOx emissions, 

a precursor to ozone formation, would exacerbate this problem 

According lo estimates reported to EPA fbr Cuyahoga County in 1990. 15.263 tons per vear of 

NOx are emitted from staiionan source.s. and 2(),804 tons per v ear of NOx are emitted from 

niobile souices. resulting in a total NOx emission estimate of 42.067 tons per vear for Cuyahoua 

(ountv III 1990 Thus. 1,500 tons per year of NOx would be an increase of approximately 3 5 

percent 

I nder thc Clean Air Act, areas that do not meet the ozone standards are required to achieve a 3 

pel cent reduction per vear (after growih) in \ 0C and or NOx emissions While the 

implenienlation phiii tor FPA's new 8-hour 0 08 ppm ozone standard will not be final unlil late 

l" '̂>v It seems very likely that it vvill include a continuation ofthe 3 percent peryear rate-of-
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progress measure A 3 5 percent increase in NOx in the air means that significanl additional 

reductions of NOx fmm local businesses or vehicles would be needed to offset this increase lo 

meet thc o/one standaid expeditiouslv 

The applicants .state that thev have tmlv estimated the increase in air pollution emissions, and not 

the decrease in emissions resulting from less tmck traffic Howev er. it should be noled that the 

increase in air pollution emissions from freight traffic is a guaranteed, quantifiable amount, 

whereas, the decrease in emissions thim tmck traffic is not known or measurable In fact, due lo 

increased rail tiaffic. PM 10 emissions from railroads have doubled between |97(i and 19o> ^ t̂ 

this increase in PM 10 emissKins has not resulted in a ct>ncomitant reduction iii truck traffic 

emissions during the same period 

K. Noi.se 

Noi.se pollution is considerablv more difficult to quantify, hovvever. qualitalivelv it is no less 

liarmUil to a communitv s well-being than air pollution emissions According to the RRCA. noise 

pollution will inciease significantly as a result ofthe proposal bv NS to increase freight traffic bv 

ISO perceni Nigliii me noi.se levels will exceed the Surface fransportation Board s impact 

criterion (RR( \, \ ol <>B. pg 433) And w ith trains passing through the area at a rate ofone 

even, ihirtv minutes residents can expect constant dismptions from horns and engine noise 

(oiu-liisioii: Given the reductions in railroad workers, mcreasing rail shipments of hazardous 

maicnals and nuclear waste severelv limited options tor improved grade-crossini: safetv, 

increasing emissions and noise pollution, and the potentiallv divisive and isolating nalure ofthe 

('leveland-\ cnnilitMi line thiough these densely populated residential communities, this Party of 

Rccoui conlends that increasing the number of freight trains from 13 5 to 37 8 is totally 

unacceptable The health and safety of nearly 150.000 people and the viability of five communities 

is at stake 
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Furthermore. NS had previouslv indicated that the entire Ime vvould be abandoned and .sold or 

leased to Greater Cleveland's Regional Transit Authontv (RT A) fbr eommuter rail service \t the 

same time Norfblk Soulhern was filing its application with the Surface Transportation Board 

(SfB). which proposes increasing fieight traffic to 37 8 trains per day NS was indicating to RT.A 

and the affected communities it was going to abandon the line altogether Two monihs after filinu 

with ST B and onlv dav s before the deadline to become a Party of Record in this acquisition. 

Norfolk Southern informed communities of its intention to triple freight traffic on the Cleveland-

\ ermilion line Even since this proposal has come to light, NS has allowed RTA lo t.>st-run a 

commuler train along this route T hese inconsistent and misleading actions call into question 

Norfblk Southern s motives and creditabiliiv, which should he taken inlo consideration while 

evaluating the merits ofthe entire acquisition 

\ II. Proposed Mitigation 

W ill be presented in the October 21. 1997 filinu 

> III. .Appendices 

Appendix 1 Sampling of con.stituent letters 

Appendix 2 Transcript from Federal Railroad Administration hearing in Lakewood. OH on 

September 22. 1997 

Appendix 3 I,etter from Bav \'illage Schools 

Appendix 4 Ha/ardous Material Flows charts from Federal Railroad Administration 

,\ppendix s General Accounfiig Oifice Rail I rausporlalioir. I-ederal Railroad 

.-idmi/iislralion 's ,\c.i .Appnnich lo Railroad Safelv. Julv 1997 

Appendix 6 Ihe Washington Moiuhly. "The Case for More Regulation", October 1997 

Appendix 7 General .Accounting OtTice. Railroad Safety: DOI I-aces ('halleii^es in lniprovui\i 
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(irade ('ntssin^ .Safety. Track Inspecluni Standards, and f'assen '̂er ('ar .Safetv. 

March 5. 1996 

.Appendix 8 Nuclear Information and Resource Sen ice. (Jue.stions and .Answers: Hi^h-l evel 

Suclear Waste Shipments. .April 2. 1997 

Appendix 9 General Accounting Office. Railroad .Safely: .Stains ofllfforls to Improve 

Railroad Crossing Safelv. Augusi 1995 

Appendi, o) Environmental Protection Agenev. l.nvtroiimental Henefits oj I'roposed l.nus.sum 

Slandards for l.(K<)m()iives. February 1997 

Prepared by Elizabeth C Chamberlain. Legislative Assistant, {\mgressman Dennis J Kucinich 
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Appendix 1 



Thomas J. Hunt 
.Attorney al Law 
Suite 410 
Leader Building 
Cleveland. OH 44114 

Dear Congressman Kucinich. 

It is with urgency that I write to you regarding the nroposed increase in rail traffic through tiie 
west shore communities of greater Cleveland. 

As a resident of Bay Village, and tbmier resident of Rocky River. 1 have witnessed how rail 
traffic has been a legitimate burden '̂ n the health, safely and welfare of your constituents. Not 
onlv will an increase in rail traffic affect the quiet enjoyment ofthe landowners in close 
proximity to the Norfolk and Southem Railroad line, but such would aiso jeopardize the 
community as a whole in regard to potential automobile accidents and description of municipal 
serv ices and emergenc) responses. 

Joan NL Scully 
P878 Osbom Road 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Mr, Kucinich: 

I he s.itetv. health and economic impact this change would have on our surrounding communities 
would bc devastating. .As vou may know, the proposed change would mean trains would be 
passing ihrough our wesiem communities every 35 to 40 minutes-throughout the day and night. 

W ould you and your t'amily conlinue to live in a community with lhat amount of train traffic day 
and nitfht' 

James Hydock 
505 Hunlmere Drive 
Bay \'illage. OH 44140 

Dear Congressman. 

We've all heard the words "ludicrous, absurd, and crazy;" let's add heresy to the list. Norfolk 
Southern's proposal lo increase train tratTic from 13 to 38 trains per day is an increase of 192%. 
Match this percentage with the increase in population and 1 feel you have the potential for a lot of 
car train accidenls. 

fhe safety ofpeople must be considered first and foremost before increasing the amount of train 
tratTic. 



Bonnie Nagel 
592 Debbington Drive 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Congressman Kucinich; 

If the nuirerous retirees and elderly in my neighborhood are anyihing like the other west side 
elderly. I believe the increase in railroad tratTic v/ould cause them a great deal of stress and 
anxiety Increased stress over having to cross track that, ev en now. many of them find 
intimidating and difTicult lo travel. Increased anxiety over losing precious time should they need 
transporting lo a hospital emergenry room. Stressful and anxiety-ridden drivers do nol make 
safe drivers. 

.As the parent of two small children 1 loo share many of the same concems. In addition I fear for 
the west side children who must cross these tracks daily to travel lo and from; school, after-
school care, recreational programs, church, etc. 

Robert .A .And Lynn F. Lunoe 
30310 Ashton Lane 
Bay Village. OH 44140-1717 

.As a resident of wesiem Bay Village. 1 am concemed aboul emergency vehicles having 
unhampered access lo regions soulh ofthe railroad tracks, where all of the hospitals and 
emergency medical care faciiilies are localed. The closest overpass lo me is al 1-90 and Clague. 
If the tracks are blocked by a train passing or even stopped on the iracks. the five mile trip from 
my home to the Clague underpass would cost precious minutes fbr emergency vehicles. Also 
access to 1-90. the major arterv" to medical trauma centers, major businesses, entertainment and 
recreation areas would be blocked. 

Lakewood alone has too many serious train-auto accidents with the current train traffic. Surely 
more lives will be lost if the traffic increases'. 

Jamie I . Blackson 
1057 .Abbieshire .Avenue 
Lakewood. OH 4107 

Did we r ol leam what happen? to a communitx' lhat is bisected through the middle'' 
NeighKirhoods like Tremont and Detroit-Superior were cut in half by the constmction of 
highway s. What was the result'.̂  Increased crime, decreased resident satisfaction and a mass 
mov ing out ofthe communitv. Constant train traffic could easily have the same result on 
Lakew ood as the constmction of a highway had on many neighborhoods. 

While out for an ev ening walk 1 often find myself waiting, alone and 'nerable for the train to 
end so 1 can continue on my way home. With a shady character approaching I feel unsafe. 
Trappcd-a victim ofihis instant wall which blocks my way home. How many of us will become 



afraid to cross the tracks? What will this do to Lakewood? 

When recently shopping for a home, our Realtor showed us many homes which sit near the 
tracks. Nice enough houses unlil they shake and rattle as a train goes past. .Many oflhese homes 
had been on the market nearly a year. Who will live in them now? 

Stephen H Jenkins 
20596 Beachwoî d Drive 
Rocky River. OH 44116 

ll is nol in the best interest of public safety or public policy to allow freight trains to mn ihrough 
heavily populated areas. Besides the safety issues related to the interference to fire and 
emergency vehicles, a major derailment could result in significant loss of life. Newspaper 
articles on the matter indicate that some ofthe trains carry ha/ardous material. Many hom-s in 
the Lakewood. Rocky River and Bay Village and olher communities are within 120 feel ofthe 
freight trains when they pass. 

There have already been far loo many accidents and deaths lhat have occurred at the numerous 
railroaa crossing in the communities I previously mentioned. TTic number wil) only multiply 
relative to the increased rail traffic. The potentiai ofa derailment will also increased 
dramatically which could result in numerous fatalities. Emergency serv ices including 
firefighting. ambulances, and the p«.ilice will also be impacted and delayed which will inevitably 
result in increased loss of propeny and lif>. WTiile these facts are painfully clear, they obviously 
are nol importani to the managemeni or board of directors of Norfolk Soulhem. 

I have liv ed in my home tor 10 years and have made signiticanl impi ovemenls. Like many 
people, much of my net worth is inv ested in my home There is no doubt that the increased train 
activity will make a city like Rocky Rjver a much less desirable community in which to live. 
ITiis will hav e a significant impact on the value of my home and others in Rocky River. 

Bradley F. Norpeil 
13966 Estill Dnve 
Lakewood. OH 44107 

Dear Congressm.in Kucinich: 

I believe there is genuine health hazard. 1 can hear the first hom blow, as it approaches my home 
in Lakewood. The hom blasts virtually continuously for seven minutes until it can't be heard in 
my area. The number of blasts, depending on the mood ofthe engineer, varies beiween 60 and 
70. The hazard arises with folks who need sleep and can't get il with all the blasting. It's bad 
enough now. and I think the proposed increase is going lo present some real problems for people 
with sleep disorders, etc. 

Beth O'Hare 
27918 Re.\ford Avenue 



Bay Village, OH 44140 

Dear Mr. Kucinich, 

If the numbers trains were to increase from 13 lo 38, as proposed by Norfolk Soulhem Railroad, 
1 would lind the noise and tratTic intolerable. Evervone has the nghl to enjoy the community in 
which thev live. 

Chris Vandenberg 
24210 Knickerbocker Road 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

To v\honi it mav concem; 

I am a long-time resident of one of the communities that would be impacted by the Norfolk 
Southem Conrail mergers. 1 live in Bay Village on a street thai is immediately north ofthe 
railroad tracks. 

I am also a medical professional. I have some very serious concems. 

W e have had occasional mishaps al railroad crossing in the past. Lntbnunalely. in these matters 
the train comes out ahead. In early .August, there was a train accident at one of the railro.id 
crossings in Lakewood. The driver ofthe van was killed. The conductor was probably more 
than 20 miles away before he became aware lhat someone had been killed. 

.All ofour hospitals are south ofthe tracks. There is a large genatric population living in tlie 
communities this vvill impact. What is someone needs 911 services? There could be up to a 15-
minute delay because there is only one overpass that could pass around a stopped train. 

From a health standpoint. 1 don't want to breathe in all ofthe toxic gases that would be a 
byproduct ofihis increase in indTic. 1 think that we have a greal many carcinogens present in the 
environment already. 

I would not want to see my property value decrease. 1 have worked long and hard to get to the 
point I'm at. 1 will sell my home if this merger is approved. 

Joy Wilson 
1317 Saint Charles .Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

Dear Mr. Kucinich. 

.A neighbor actually died two and a half years ago. as a train went by and Emergency Medical 
Services vvas on the oiher side ofthe train going by. 



Please help us. 

George A. Randt. M.D. 
29160 Cenler Ridge Road, Suile T 
Westlake. OH 44145 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

T his increase in rail traffic will creale clear safety hazards for communiiy members, increase 
pollution and result in a decline in the quality of life in these areas. 

.Amy Beth (\̂ sar 
26908 Midland Road 
Bay Village, OH 44140 

Dear Mr. Kucinich. 

Approximately a year ago, my husband and I invested all of our saving in a home in Bay Village. 
We chose Bay mainly because of ils reputation as a quiet, safe community. If the train traffic 
vvas nearly tripled hovvev er, the entire community would be adversely afTected. 

Train tratTic causes lots of tratTic tie-ups while passing ihrough town, particularly dunng msh 
hour. I have sat w iiting for trains to pass w hile on lhe way lo work many times. Of course, the 
amount of lime most commuters will spend getting to and from w ork will increase with the 
increase in train IratTic. l his increased wailing time causes drivers lo become fmstraled. This is 
when accidenls tend to happen, which leads me to the main "-eason why train tralTic should not be 
increased in our suburbs. 

The most importani issue is nol traffic back-ups or the disruption all day and night from trains 
rolling through our city, but the safety concems associated with such trafTic. Reco,;tly, a man 
was killed by .i train in one Wesiem Cleveland suburb. Yesterday, a 12-year-old school girl in 
Toledo lost 'ler leg try ing to cross railroad tracks while reluming home from school. This type of 
accident w 1 increase dramatically with additional train trafTic in our community. 

Cynthia G. W hile 
439 Elmwo(id Dnve 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Sir; 

fhere are already frequent accidenls and deaths aiong this route ihrough a densely populated 
residential area. Tripling the volume of traffic is likely to at least triple the number of deaths and 
injuries. 

J. Lee and Lois 1. McCormick 



29445 Lake Road 
Bay Village, OH 44140 

Dear Madam or Sir: 

1 hav e experienced several transient ischemic attacks (TlAs) and one stroke in the last ten years, 
vvith the latest TLA having occuned aboul a month ago. According to my neurologist, current 
medical technology offers treatment to preveni permanent damage, but it must be administered as 
soon as possible after onset ofthe stroke and TIA. 

Therefore, in the event of anther incident ofihis nalure. it is imperative for my wife to drive me 
across the iracks to St. John W est Shore Hospital right away, .Am delay al a rail crossing would 
be verv risky. 

Joseph Waldron O'Reily 
28003 Osbome Road 
Bay Village, OH 44140 

Dear Dennis; 

.As someone who has used emergency serv ices on several occasions - colon cancer, heart and 
diabetes, I hope y ou will take on the railroad. 

Sandra and Timothy Seidel 
28928 Buchanan Dnve 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Mr. Kucinich; 

We are writing y ou lo express our support for your position against the number of trains being 
increased tremendously on the EaslWest tracks that go past our neighborhood. We are concemed 
that the increa.sed traffic would jeopardize our ability to gel lo a hospital quickly shouid 
something happen to one ofour three children. Recently one ofour children required stitches in 
their hand and il would be terrify ing to have lo wail excessively fbr a train to pass w hile going to 
the hospital lhat is less then 5 miles away. There is only one road out of Bay Village which does 
not go over the tracks and il is on the other end of town from us. 

.Another concem fbr us would be the increase in noise. Right now we do not notice the noise very 
often bul three times the noise now would definitely change our neighborhood's atmosphere. 
Along vvith the noise concem regarding the trains vvould be the increased possibility of hazardous 
matenals being transported and the danger of an accident that could threaten to hami our 
children. 

Please keep us informed regarding this situalion and thank you fbr all your efforts on our behalf 



Doris Saul 
25921 Wolf Road 
Bay Village, OH 44140 

Dear Congressman; 

This is a plea for your help in preventing the Norfolk and Southem Railroad from adding traffic 
on the tracks going ihrough the westem suburbs. Bay \'illage in particular. 

Added iraffic on these tracks would have a dev astaling effect on residents wishing lo go outside 
the city limits, to the south, easl or wesl. The result would be virtual entrapment. Needless to say, 
tire, police, paramedics tr> ing lo make a quick mn lo the nearest hospital would be stymied in 
their efforts lo prov ide serv ices to Bay residenls. Even school buses would not be able to make 
their schedules. 

Allen D. Relay 
27917 Osbom Rd.. 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Congressman; 

This letter is my protest to the proposed increase in rail iraffic ihrough the west shore 
communiues. 

As a resident ofihis densely populated area. 1 firmly believe that the safety ot <ill communities 
involved vvould be seriously compromised. 1 can envision a severely injured person in an EMS 
vehicle dying on the way to the hospital while stopped and wailing for a train to roll down the 
track. In Bay Village where there are so few rail over'underpasses, this is not a far fetched 
concept bul a reality. 

The safely of many thousands ofpeople are at risk. Please do something about this. Thank you. 

Nomian II, Hagedorn 
31022 W alker Rd., 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Congressman Kucinich; 

It is nol difficult lo predict ambulances, try ing lo reach injured or sick people in the northem 
communities, hav ing lo w ait unacceptable periods if time while one or more passing trains block 
their paths. Similarly for ambulances attempting to convey patients back to the health care 
facilities in the more southem communities. In the same way, fire departments in one 
community, w hen attempting to assist a department in another community on the olher side of 
the iracks. could be detained. These situations could have serious detrimental etTects on the 
property. the health and the verv lives of the people affected by this ill-conceived proposal. 



Helen Rot)erta Schmid 
29916 Wolf Road 
Bay Village, OH 44140 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

My age is 74 years old. 1 have a heart problem. I am not alone. There are many other people with 
many medical problems of all types around, without even considering the numerous emergency 
runs f'or trauma v iclims. 

We cross the tracks many times a day. because our shopping center is "over there!" Everything is 
over there because we are a residential communitv. There is a hazard for our loved ones every 
lime we cross the iracks. 

Are we lo be denied access to emergency medical needs etc. for over six hours a day, when the 
train traffic could conlinue at ils preseni route six miles south of here, and end up in the same 
destination West ? 

Terry Bennett 
26306 Lake Rd. 
Bay Village, OH 44145 

Dear Dennis: 

1 am an insulin-dependent diabetic. .Although I am in relatively good health al the present titiie, if 
my body takes a tum for the worse and I require emergency medical treatment for my diabetes, I 
am ver> concemed aboul the possible delays in reaching the hospitals which serve our area 

There are no hospitals or emergency medical treatment centers in Bay Village. The nearest ones 
are all on the "other side of the tracks". Slow moving (or sometimes stopped) trains will cause 
delays in reaching needed medical treatment centers or for an ambulance to amve at my home. 
Time is very critical in medical need situations and the chance that a train will be blocking the 
road will increase by 200''/o. 

Lillian .A, Toth 
30627 Cambridge Circle 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

.As a unit owner in the Bay Commons Condominium Association, I am wrifing you to express my 
concem about the Norfolk & Southem Railroad's proposal to almost triple ils traffic to thirty-
eight trains per day. Our development is localed directly north ofthe N&S track in westem Bay 
Village. Ohio. 



Many ofour Bay Commons unit owners are senior citizens who receive medical care. Since all of 
our local hospitals are south of this railroad track, this would mean delay in getting emergency 
medical attention and possibly death. We are also concemed about health hazards with this 
addilional train traffic. 

The population ofihis area and cities directly west has greatly increased and crossing this track 
during msh hours lo gel lo downtown Cleveland via Ohio State Route 90 has already become a 
nightmare. The safely impaci on all of us would be dev astating. In addition the noise produced by 
these trains would be even more unbearable. 

Gayle R. & John R. Absi 
28111 Knickerbocker Rd.. 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

To WTiom It May Concem: 

This letter is to inform you ofour concems sumjunding the proposed increase in train traflfic by 
Norfolk Southem through the westem suburbs of Cleveland. Ohio. 

Specifically the concems we have with respect to the proposed tripling of the trains from 
approximately 1? to 30 in per day are as follows; 
1. Our access to emergency services where time is cntical. The services are south. TTie one 

and only road that allows bridge access over the tracks is nowhere nea"- the closest 
hospital. Delay emergency access 30 times a day is too risky. Further, the times where the 
trains simply slop in or crawl through our neighborhoods causes unsettling risk to the 
residents of iht^e communities. 

2. The noise fK)llution lhat the trains crate in the neighborhoods is tremendous. There are 
zoning laws fbr airports and highways. WTiy should we allow freight trains to ramble 
through our neighborhoods creating noise so loud that you cannot hear the person next to 
you - 30 times a day. 

3. The safely issue would be tripled. 
• .Already we have accidents and fatalities involving freight trains. But now, we are 

tnpling the risk which will inevitably increase the injuries and deaths. 
• WTiat are these trains carry ing? Toxic substances, flammable substances, or 

worse? WTiat types of health risks are we, the citizens of these conmiunities. being 
exposed to in the evenl of an accident or derailment? 

Mary arm Fitzmaurice 
364 Lake Forest Drive 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Dear Congressman; 

An increase in rai! traffic on the N & S line will have a devastating effect on me and my 
neighbors. .At the cunent level ofrail tratTic. there are already frequent traffic jams during rush 



hour, and there have been several fatal car-u-ain and pedestrian-train accidents at rail crossings in 
Bay Village and other west shore communities in recent years. In addition, increased rail traffic 
will have serious adverse affects on property values in the city. The pervasive presence of the rail 
line in Bay Village vvas a concem when I purchased my home in Bay Village even though the rail 
line had little tratTic and trains were scheduled lo avoid msh hour. These problems will become 
intolerable if rail traffic increases 300% as proposed. 

Sue Becker 
1297 Virginia 
Lakewood. OH 44107 

My family and I live in Lakewood about four h.̂ use from the train tracks. We are extremely 
opposed to more train traffic for reasons of Sc.fety and inconvenience. 

Firstly. vve have two children, age 6 and 7. and many children on our street. More train traffic 
w ould increa.se the chance of a fatal accident. One I do nol w ant lo li ,e with. 

Secondly, my husband has a medical condition, a brain tumor. More train traffic would be a 
hindrance to accessing emergency medical treatment if he would need il or anyone in our family 
would need it. 

Thirdly, we all know how important response time is in saving lives when there is a fire. More 
train trafTic would put my family in jeopardy if we had a fire. 

Marv Therese Brown 
1635 .Alameda .Avenue 
Lakewood. OH 44107-4934 

Dear Congressman Kucinich; 

I agree with the train companies' plan to triple the number of trains travelling the tracks in 
Lakewood because il is good for business; however, I think the railroad should do something 
about the Iracks and the crossing sections that do so much damage to cars. 1 also think frains 
could do much more to curb noise pollution. 

Gregory F Pilgrim 
13471 Clifton Boulevard 
Lakewood. OH 44107 

Dear Sir; 

I am writing as a resident of Lakewood, OH lo voice my support for the takeover of Conrail by 
Norfolk Soulhem and CSX. 

The opposition over the increased train volume which will pass throught the westem suburbs of 



Clevela.-!.! ignores the benefits which will be realized as a result of the takeover; 

• Reduced tmcks on the highways passing through the westem suburbs as a result of 
intermodal shipment to the Wesl being loaded in Cleveland rather than depending on 
highway movement to the Chicago rail facilities. 

• The ability of companies in the Greater Cleveland area to remain, or become, competitive 
as a result of iransportation cost savigns benefits w hicn will result from the takeover. 

• The strong financial health ofa good lax-paying corporate citizen. Norfolk Southem 
Corporation. 
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1 P R O C E E D I N G S 

2 MAYOR CAIN: Good a f t e r n o o n , l a d i e s | 

3 and gentlemen. 

4 As Mayor of the C i t y of Lakewood and, 

5 t h e r e f o r e , as the host t o t h i s event today, I want 

6 to welcome the Federal R a i l r o a d A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and 

7 i t s a d m i n i s t r a t o r , J o l e n e M o l i t o r i s , who has come 

8 a l l the way from Washington D.C. t o be w i t h us 

9 today and t o l i s t e n t o our concerns. 

10 I a l s o want t o welcome two members of 

11 congress, Congressman Dennis K u c i n i c h and 

12 Congressman L a T o u r e t t e who serves t h e f a r e a s t e r n 

13 area of the r e g i o n . We welcome you t o Lakewood, 

14 both of you. Thank you. 

15 And very s h o r t l y I'm g o i n g t o be t u r n i n g 

16 the itiicrophone over t o Mayor Thomas J e l e p i s of Bay 

17 V i l l a g e who serves as c h a i r of t h e West Shore 

18 C o a l i t i o n of Mayors, e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s and 

19 c i t i z e n s who have j o i n e d t o g e t h e r t o f i g h t t he 

20 prcposed increase of heavy f r e i g h t r a i l t h r o u g h 

21 the West Shore communities. 

22 But most i m p o r t a n t l y I want t o welcome each 

23 of you here today. As c i t i z e n s of Lakewood and of 

24 the West Shore community you have t a k e n time out 

25 of your very busy day on a gorgeous Sunday 

Karen E. F i s h e r , RMR 
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1 a f t e r n o o n . 

Your i n v o l v e m e n t your i n t e r e s t , your 

3 w i l l i n g n e s s t o be here today and t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n 

4 t h i s West Shore e f f o r t i s a d m i r a l and ex t r e m e l y 

5 a p p r e c i a t e d by your e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s . T his 

6 b a t t l e cannot be won w i t h o u t you, and so we are 

7 enormously g r a t e f u l t o you f o r those of who have 

8 come here today and i n p a r t i c u l a r t o the scheduled 

9 guests who w i l l be sp e a k i n g and t e s t i f y i n g today. 

10 Our message i s one of s a f e t y , and we are 

11 e x t r e m e l y g r a t e f u l t o A d m i n i s t r a t o r M o l i t o r i s who 

12 has come here t o hear our concerns. 

13 At t h i s p o i n t I ' d l i k e t o i n t r o d u c e Mayor 

14 J e l e p i s of Bay V i l l a g e . 

15 MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank you. Mayor 

16 Cain, and I a l s o echo her remarks as w e l l . I want 

17 t o welcome a l l of you here. This i s a c r i t i c a l 

18 i s s u e . T h i s i s g o i n g t o be a r a t h e r l e n g t h y 

19 meeting so f o r those t h a t are s t a n d i n g I a p o l o g i z e 

20 f o r l a c k of s e a t i n g , but I can t e l l you i f we had 

2 1 i t i n Bay V i l l a g e we have about cen seats t h e r e so 

22 t h i s i s a g r e a t forum t o have i t a t . 

23 The way the agenda i s set up, the f i r s t 

24 hour or so w i l l be scheduled speakers, hour and 

25 cen minutes or so, and then we're g o i n g t o open i t 
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1 up to some designated speakers from our respective 

2 ccmmunities as w e l l as those i n the audience who 

3 wish to speak. I know there's a l o t of elected 

4 o f f i c i a l s here. At that time i f an elec t e d 

5 o f f i c i a l , c o u n c i l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , whomever would 

6 l i k e to speak, they can put t h e i r name on the 

7 l i s t , and w e ' l l get them up as w e l l . 

8 I want to r e a l l y thank Miss M o l i t o r i s f o r 

9 being here. This i s unprecedented. I t h i n k she 

10 w i l l e x p l a i n t h a t i n her remarks. 

11 When we met e a r l i e r today she mentioned 

12 th a t t h i s was r e a l l y the f i r s t time they have 

13 focused p r i m a r i l y on safety and t h a t she has vome 

14 to a c i t y , and obviously we can't get a l l the 

15 residents out t o Washington, but f o r her to come 

16 here underscores the f a c t t h a t they recognize 

17 there's a c r i t i c a l problem here so on behalf of 

18 everybody I'd l i k e to thank you f o r being here. 

19 We'll get t h i s s t a r t e d . We have a court 

20 stenographer, court r e p o r t e r who w i l l be recording 

21 a l l of t h i s so as each speaker comes I ' l l 

22 introduce Che speaker and then you can repeat and 

23 state your name f o r the record. 

24 We're going to have to keep on a t i g h t time 

25 frame so we w i l l t e l l each speaker as we get i n t o 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG & HODGE 



1 each segment of the p r e s e n t a t i o n how much time 

2 they have. We have a timekeeper, Jim Peter 

3 Angelo. Where i s Jim at? Jim w i l l f l a s h some 

4 cards. I don't know what c o l o r the cards are or 

5 what they mean. Even I understand t h a t . Stop. 

6 A l l r i g h t . When he flashes t h a t , then stop. 

7 And wi t h t h a t said, I would l i k e to 

8 introduce our f i r s t speaker and t h a t ' s Congressman 

9 Dennis Kucinich. 

10 MR. KUCINICH: Thank you very much, 

11 Mayor Jelepis and Mayor Cain, f o r h o s t i n g t h i s 

12 important o p p o r t u n i t y f o r people to be heard along 

13 and to a l l the other mayors who are here i n 

14 attendance, to our federal r a i l r o a d a d m i n i s t r a t o r , 

15 Jolene M o l i t o r i s , f o r agreeing t o come to 

16 Cleveland to hear your concerns. I t i s 

17 unprecedented t h a t a Federal R a i l r o a d 

18 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n would come to a communiv.y to hear 

19 the community's pleas about the a l l - important 

20 issue of safety. 

21 And of course, I want t o thank very much my 

22 colleague and f r i e n d , Congressman Steve LaTourette 

23 who i s here, and Congressman LaTourette has a 

24 number of other o b l i g a t i o n s today, but he i s going 

25 to be here to make a statement and to i n d i c a t e his 
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1 concern about t h i s issue, and I want to thank you 

2 very much for taking the time to come here, 

3 Congressman LaTourette. 

4 His presence here, the presence of a l l 

5 these mayors show t h a t we are working together, 

6 and a l l of you should know tha t your p u b l i c 

7 o f f i c i a l s are u n i t e d i n a coordinated e f f o r t , and 

8 of coarse your presence here today i s q u i t e 

9 meaningful. 

10 You are making a d i f f e r e n c e by being i n 

11 attendance here, and your continued support and 

12 your continued p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h i s as 

13 i n d i v i d u a l s can help us to make our case. 

14 As you are w e l l aware by now, the 

15 a c q u i s i t i o n of Co n r a i l by Norfolk Southern and CSX 

16 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s the engine d r i v i n g t h i s meeting, i 

17 S p e c i f i c a l l y , i t i s Nor f o l k Southern's I 

18 proposal to t r i p l e the number of f r e i g h t t r a i n s j 
I 

19 between Cleveland and Vermilion, a s i n g l e track 

20 route th a t cuts through Cleveland, Lakewood, | 

21 Westlake, Rocky River and Bay V i l l a g e . 

22 These r e s i d e n t i a l communities could be 

23 subject to an i n t o l e r a b l e frequency of t r a i n 

24 t r a f f i c , t r a f f i c chat would o b s t r u c t vehicles, 

25 block p o l i c e , f i r e and emergency services, 
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1 increase blowing of horns i n the middle of the 

2 nig h t , f o u l i n g of the a i r and perhaps causing 

3 i n j u r y and death. 

4 When Conrail f i r s t proposed merging w i t h 

5 another r a i l r o a d , Congress held a hearing i n 

6 November of 1996, and i n t h a t hearing Congressman 

7 Jim Oberstar stated, and I quote. Unlike most 

8 i n d u s t r i e s , r a i l r o a d mergers are evaluated under a 

9 d i f f e r e n t standard, a p u b l i c i n t e r e s t standard, 

10 rat h e r than a s t r i c t competitiveness standard. 

11 I t i s t h i s p u b l i c i n t e r e s t standard th a t we 

12 intend to determine today and i n the months to 

13 come because i t i s i n the p u b l i c i n t e r e s t t h a t I'm 

14 here . 

15 I t i s the p u b l i c t h a t d r i v e s the need f o r 

16 r a i l r o a d s to e x i s t i n the f i r s t place, and i t ' s 

17 the public that must l i v e w i t h the consequences of 

18 the r a i l r o a d ' s a c t i v i t i e s , and i t i s the p u b l i c 

19 which w i l l s u f f e r i f we do not act i n accordance | 

20 w i t h t h e i r need f o r s a f e t y , f o r clean environment, 

21 f o r piece and qui e t , f o r t h e i r i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t s 

to l i f e , l i b e r t y and the p u r s u i t cf happiness, and 

23 i t i s wi t h the p u b l i c i n t e r e s t t h a t we commence 

24 chis hearing. 

25 Thank you very much. 
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1 MR. LATOURETTE: I i n i t i a l l y wanted 

2 to t h a t Mayor Cain f o r welcoming me i n t o her c i t y . 

3 I was able to cross the border w i t h o u t a passport, 

4 and I appreciate chac very much. 

5 MAYOR CAIN: This time. 

6 MR. LATOURETTE: I a l s o w a n t t o 

7 commend a l l of the West Shore mayors f o r p u t t i n g 

6 r c g e t h e r the task f o r c e together w i t h my 

9 colleague, Dennis Kucinich, who has become a 

10 f r i e n d and someone w i t h whom I'm able t o work very 

11 w e l l on a number of issues a f f e c t i n g Northeastern 

12 Ohio on t h i s p a r t i c u l a r issue. 

13 I had the pleasure of being at the November 

14 1996 hearing when the a c q u i s i t i o n of C o n r a i l was 

15 f i r s t discussed, and Congress and the 

16 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n committee cn which I serve has 

17 o v e r s i g h t r e s p o n s i b i l i t y over the Surface 

18 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board and also the Department of 

19 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

20 There w^re three things t h a t we brought to I 
j 

21 the a t t e n t i o n cf the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board i 

22 which now has under j u r i s d i c t i o n and the 

23 c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s a c q u i s i t i o n , and f i r i r t and 

24 foremost was safety, safety of those who i i v e and 

25 j work near the r a i l r o a d s , safety of those who work 
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1 f o r the r a i l r o a d s . 

2 The second concern we had dealt with labor 

3 issues, those who work f o r the r a i l r o a d s and had 

4 c e r t a i n labor p r o t e c t i o n as a r e s u l t of t h e i r 

5 employment by C o n r a i l . 

6 And t h i r d , f o r our area, many of you know 

7 t h a t whether you're from the east side or the west 

8 sid e , i f we're ever going to get a handle on our 

9 a i r q u a l i t y , i f we're ever going to get a handle 

10 on removing s i n g l e occupancy ve h i c l e s from our 

11 roads, we're going to need to have a good, s o l i d 

12 community t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i n t h i s part of 

13 the world, and the right-o f - w a y s which are now 

14 under o n s i d e r a t i o n come i n t o play with that as 

15 w e l l . 

16 I have the p r i v i l e g e of being the 

17 vice-chairman of the committee f o r oversight and 

18 i n v e s t i g a t i o n , and when Congressman Kucinich 

19 c a l l e d and i n v i t e d me to come to t h i s part of 

20 town, i t was an easy d e c i s i o n f o r me to make 

21 because I wanted us to s i t side by side at t h i s 

22 h e a r i n g to demonstrate to the people of t h i s side 

23 of Cleveland t h a t t h i s i s a nonpartisan b i p a r t i s a n 

24 i s s u e . 

25 We w i l l work together, and a l l members of 
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1 the Ohio delegation, whether you're from n o r t h or 

2 south, w i l l work together t o ensure t h a t the 

3 concerns of safety as I o u t l i n e d before are taken 

4 s e r i o u s l y before the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board, 

5 are taken s e r i o u s l y by the Department of 

6 Transportation. 

7 And 1 vant to commend my colleague Dennis 

8 Kucinich who has already i n the short months tha t 

9 he's been i n Congress proven himself to c e r t a i n l y 

10 have the i n t e r e s t of the people he represents back 

11 i n Northeastern Ohio and I commend him. 

12 He has promised to provide us w i t h a 

13 t r a n s c r i p t not only to Miss M o l i t o r i s and the 

14 Federal Railroad Admission but also to the 

15 Transportation and I n f r a s t r u c t u r e Committee, and I 

16 w i l l make sure t h a t a l l of our colleagues from a l i 

17 parts of the country have the b e n e f i t of the 

18 observations made at t h i s meeting today so I want 

19 to thank you, Dennis, and mayors as w e l l f o r 

20 having me here today, and I look forward to the 

21 testimony. 

22 MAYOR JELEPIS: I t i s now my 

23 pleasure to introduce the A d m i n i s t r a t o r , Jolene 

24 M o i i t o r i s . 

25 ADMINISTRATOR MOLITORIS: Thank you. 
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1 Mayor. 

2 I t i s a b e a u t i f u l s i t e to look out on a l l 

3 my f e l l o w Buckeyes. I was born and grew up i n 

4 Northeast Ohio -ust down the road i n Warren, and | 

5 so i t i s a creat always f o r me to come home, and 

6 i t IS w i t h p r i d e t h a t I serve the President and 

7 Secretary S l a t e r and have the o p p o r t u n i t y to work 

8 w i t h l e a d e r s h i p l i k e Congressman Kucinich provides 

9 and Congressman LaTourette. 

10 I am proud of the Ohic d e l e g a t i o n and I'm 

11 very glad co be here. 

12 Mayor J e l e p i s , Mayor Cain, i t i s i n the 

13 best t r a d i t i o n of the .American way t h a t we see a l l 

14 of these Ohioans here to l e t us know about your 

15 concerns, about your suggestions and your ideas 

16 f o r making t h i s issue r e f l e c t the sa f e t y p,aradigm 

17 t h a t we at che Department of Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n have 

18 as number one on our agenda. 

19 The President and Secretary S l a t e r have 

20 sa f e t y as t h e i r n orth s t a r , and i t i s 

21 unprecedented that t h i s c o n s o l i d a t i o n has an 

22 environmental impact study to begin w i t h and chat 

23 i t s very f i r s t item i s safety because your 

24 we l f a r e , che s e c u r i t y and safety of you and your 

25 f a m i l y members, of your communities i s c r u c i a l to 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG & HODGE 



12 

1 making t h i s c o n s o l i d a t i o n a succebf i f i t i s 

2 approved by the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board. 

3 I want to mention that we do have a member 

4 of the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board here today, 

5 Mike Dalton. He i s a c t u a l l y the p r o j e c t manager 

6 fo r the environmental impact study, and he has two 

7 handouts that I hope Mike has enough f o r everyone 

8 here today. But i f you don't, we w i l l get them to 

9 you . 

10 I'm here to l i s t e n to you. You know b e t t e r 

11 than anyone else what i t ' s going to take to make 

12 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n your town a success. We have to 

13 recognize t h a t your s a f e t y every day and every way 

14 i s our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

15 The Federal R a i l r o a d A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s the 

16 agency which i s developing the submission to the 

17 Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board along w i t h the p o l i c y 

18 o f f i c e i n Secretary S l a t e r ' s o f f i c e . 

19 I w i l l be t a k i n g back to t h a t body a l l of 

20 your comments, the w r i t t e n submissions, the o r a l 

21 testimony t h a t you g i v e . I want to l e t you know 

22 tha t no idea i s too b i g or too small. 

23 We arn best from you. You are the ones 

24 w i t h the best answers. 

25 I thank you so much f o r i n v i t i n g me. 
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1 Congressman Kucinich. I know t h a t you r e a l l y were 

-1 the d r i v i n g force behind t h i s , and I appreciate i t 

3 more than you could know. 

4 As I always say when I'm w i t h Congressman 

5 Kucinich, he was my hero when he was Mayor, and 

6 he's s t i l l my hero so i t ' s r e a l l y great t o be 

7 here . 

8 MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank you very much. 

9 Our next speaker w i l l be from N o r f o l k and 

10 Southern, and l e t me j u s t preface h i s remarks by 

11 saying t h a t as we f i r s t met a month ago he said he 

12 was the messenger so we're not here t o shoot the 

13 messenger. So I would ask t h a t we give him his 

14 f i v e t o ten minutes so they can giv e t h e i r side of 

15 the s t o r y and t h e i r plan and then we can j u s t move 

16 on w i t h the agenda. 

17 So wic\ that said, I'd l i k e t o introduce 

18 Path McCune. 

19 MR. McCUNE: Thank you. Mayor 

20 J e l e p i s , Administrator M o l i t o r i s , Congressman 

21 Kucinich, Congressman LaTourette, Mayors from the 

West Shore and others at the head t a b l e . 

23 My name is Pat McCune. I'm a re s i d e n t 

24 v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of p u b l i c a f f a i r s w i t h N o r f o l k 

25 Southern Corporation. 
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• 
1 With me today t o my l e f t i s Rick Crawford, 

2 who's a spe c i a l a s s i s t a n t to the chairman, David 

3 Goode of Norfolk Southern Corporation, and to my 

4 r i g h t i s Tony Ingram. Tony i s a general manager 

5 of operations f o r the C o n r a i l a c q u i s i t i o n based 

6 out of A t l a n t a . we appreciate the opportunity to • 

7 appear before you today. 

8 I must t e l l you w i t h some s i n c e r i t y that 

9 I've grown up a l i f e l o n g P i t t s b u r g h Steeler fan. 

10 This i s one time I would r e a l l y root f o r a 

11 Cleveland Browns k i c k o f f around 2:00, but I know 

12 t h a t ' s not going to happen. 

13 In the short amount of time that we have 

14 here today I'd l i k e t o take the op p o r t u n i t y to t r y 

15 to e x p l a i n to you where we are i n our merger 

16 a p p l i c a t i o n before the Surface Transportation 

17 Board, some of che reasons and some of the 

18 decisions t h a t have l e d us to being here today. 

19 and most of a l l on behalf of Nor f o l k Southern and 

20 senior management we're here to l i s t e n to your 

21 comments, your suggestions, your recommendations. 

22 We w i l l take the concerns th a t I'm sure you're 

23 about to issue co us back to senior management. 

24 As you a l l know, r i g h t now Conrail and CSX 

25 -- I mean N o r t h f o l k Southern and CSX has made a 
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1 j o i n t a p p i i c a t i o n before the Surface 

1 

2 Transportation Board to acquire the assets of 

3 Conr a i l . I t ' s a SlO.2 b i l l i o n a c q u i s i t i o n . i 
i 

4 Norfolk Southern w i l l own 58 percent, and CSX w i l l 
1 
1 

5 own 42 percent once the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

6 Board presumably approves our merger a p p l i c a t i o n . 

7 which we expect sometime i n June or July of 1998. 

8 Rick on my l e f t w i l l give you an update on 

9 where v.-e are i n our merger a p p l i c a t i o n , what i t 

10 contains, what we expect i n the ensuing months. 

11 And Tony from the operations de.partm6nt i s 

12 here from an operations perspective t o t r y to t e l l 

13 you why Norfolk Southern i s going t o increase the 

14 t r a i n t r a f f i c or has made an a p p l i c a t i o n and made 

15 an announcement to increase the t r a i n t r a f f i c from 

16 a d a i l y average of approximately 13 t r a i n s a day 

17 to somewhere i n che v i c i n i t y of 31 or 32. 

18 With th a t I ' l l t u r n t h i s over to Rick who 

19 w i l l give you a perspective from the Surface 

20 Transportation. 

21 MR. INGRAM: Well, since I cnly have 

22 a few minutes to make comments, I ' l l shorten my 

23 w r i t t e n comments here. 

24 I wish to echo Pat's comments chat we are 

2 5 here to l i s t e n to your romments. I r e a l i z e there 
i 
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* 

1 i s some concern i n t h i s community over the 

2 p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the number of t r a i n s may increase 

3 s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 

4 In a l l honesty, we cannot provide you any i 

5 quick answers today. 

6 We are assessing our proposed operations, 

7 determining where t r a i n s w i l l go based on t r a f f i c 

8 pa t t e r n s and customer needs. U n t i l those studies 

9 are completed, we cannot deterir.me the tru e impact 

10 to the community. 

11 I w i l l say that N o r f o l k Southern has had 

12 contact and dialogue w i t h s t a t e o f f i c i a l s and w i l l 

13 continue to do so i n the near f u t u r e . 

14 I would p o i n t out t h a t ours i s a very 

15 competitive business. I f t h i s t r a n s a c t i o n i s 

16 approved, both CSX and No r f o l k Southern wou.d each 

17 have two east/west routes to Chicago. N o r f o l k 

18 Southern would need the e x i s t i n g i n i t s route t o 

19 stay competitive w i t h CSX. 

20 On t h i s issue the company cannot 

1 compromise. We w i l l operate t h i s l i n e as s a f e l y 

22 as we operate i t today. Safety i s a high p r i o r i t y 

23 f o r N o r folk Southern as i t i s f o r the community. 

24 However, we and our customers cannot allow 

25 
t 
1 

any service deterioration through Cleveland. We \ 
1 

— — — — 1 
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1 w i l l continue our discussions w i t h RTA and RODC to 

2 address community concerns. 

3 However, we believe . t i s premature f o r the 

4 community to speculate and panic at t h i s time. 

5 N o r f o l k Southern has a m i t i g a t i o n task 

6 force who's f u n c t i o n i s to i d e n t i f y p o ssible 

7 s o l u t i o n s where operations may adversely a f f e c t 

8 communit i e s . 

9 I f the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board f i n d s 

10 t h a t these s o l u t i o n s are u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , i t has 

11 the a b i l i t y t o impose c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s on i t s 

12 own and t \ i r a i l r o a d s must abide by those 

13 condit ions. 

14 O v e r a l l , we believe t h i s t r a n s a c t i o n w i l l 

15 provide p o s i t i v e b e n e f i t s to the environment. 

16 Again, I wish to emphasize t h a t Norfolk 

17 Southern w i l l work d i l i g e n t l y and i n good f a i t h 

18 w i t h s t a t e o f f i c i a l s and the Surface 

19 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board. 

20 I f the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 

21 determines t h a t there w i l l be adverse 

22 environmental impacts i n t h i s t r a n s a c t i o n , Norfolk 

23 Southern w i l l cooperate to fashion meaningful 

24 m i t i g a t i o n . 

25 Thank you. 
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1 MR. CRAWFORD: Speaking a l i t t l e b i t 

2 on the o p e r a t i o n f o r N o r f o l k S o u t h e r n , N o r f o l k 

3 Southern has had the best s a f e t y r e c o r d s i n c e 1988 

4 amongst a l l c l a s s one r a i l r o a d s . We make s a f e t y a 

5 ver y , v e r y i m p o r t a n t p a r t of t h e N o r f o l k Southern 

6 opera t i on. 

7 The i n c r e a s e i n t r a i n s t h r o u g h Bay V i l l a g e 

8 and t h i s area w i l l be because of t h e c o n n e c t i o n s 

9 t h a t we have i n Cleveland. We're c o n t i n u i n g t o 

10 l o o k a t o t h e r o p t i o n s t o reduce t h a t number, but 

11 at t h i s p o i n t we're s t i l l l o o k i n g a t a l l those 

12 a d d i t i o n a l routes with c o n s u l t a n t s from the RTA 

13 and C l e v e l a n d . 

14 J u s t t o g i v e you a l i t t l e b i t of assurance. 

15 you are d e a l i n g w i t h the bent r a i l r o a d or s a f e s t 

16 r a i l r o a d i n the c l a s s one r a i l r o a d s of N o r t h 

17 America, and we intend to stay that way. 

18 Thank you. 

19 MR. McCUNE: We' l l be here f o r the 

20 d u r a t i o n t o , I guess i f i t ' s a p p r o p r i a t e , t o 

2 1 answer any qu e s t i o n s at the p a r t i c u l a r t i m e . 

22 We'll be a v a i l a b l e t o do t h a t . 

23 MAYOR JELEPIS: A l l r i g h t . Thank 

24 you v e r y much. 

25 Before we go on, I ' d l i k e t o r e c o g n i z e 
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1 Representative Jackie Jenkins who's representing 

2 Congressman Stokes who has sent h i s support here. 

3 So, Jackie, I welcome you up here. 

4 We're going t o go i n t o the next segment 

5 which w e ' l l have b r i e f statements from the Mayors 

6 or Mayor's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . Each Mayor has f i v e 

7 minutes, and you c e r t a i n l y don't have to use that 

8 amount of time. I ' l l s t a r t o f f . 

9 Speaking on behalf of Bay V i l l a g e , my name 

10 i s Tom J e l e p i s , Mayor of Bay V i l l a g e f o r the 

11 record. 

12 I'm not going to get i n t o the economic 

13 impact this has on housing values or on our tax 

14 base c r i t i c a l i n operating c i t i e s and schools or 

15 our q u a l i t y of l i v i n g i n general. I ' l l get r i g h t 

16 down t o the s a f e t y issue because t h a t ' s what t h i s 

17 i s a l l about. 

18 We have s i x s t r e e t s t h a t go north and south 

19 i n and out of Bay V i l l a g e . Compact community with 

: 20 I ' ' 000 people. We're bordered on ou r s e l f by the 

21 r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . We o n l / have one overpass. The 

22 resc arf grade l e v e l crossings, and that overpass 

23 i s Clagae Road, which i s the furthest eastern 

24 p o r t i o n of our c i t y . 

25 I f we have a t r a i n t h a t ' s down and we have 
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1 an emergency s i t u a t i o n , somebody t h a t has to get 

2 to a h o s p i t a l , thar can add au a d d i t i o n a l 10 to 

3 
• 

15, p o s s i b l y 20 minutes of d r i v e time to the 

4 nearest h o s p i t a l . A l l the h o s p i t a l s i n the region 

5 are south of the tracks so we're v i r t u a l l y 

6 i s o l a t e d i f we have a problem. 

• 7 Secondly, the p o s s i b i l i t y of derailments 

8 increase tremendously. From my understanding from 

9 our c h i e f , who w i l l speak l a t e r , we have to 

10 evacuate everybody i n a two-mile radius i f a 

11 derailment does occur. That b a s i c a l l y encompasses 

12 our e n t i r e community, and we'd have to take the 

13 whole community out. 

~ 14 Final problem and a very c r i t i c a l problem 

15 i s the p o s s i b i l i t y of an increase i n pedestrian 

16 and v e h i c u l a r accidents on the t r a c k s . 

17 We have kids, c h i l d r e n t h a t walk from 

18 Westlake over to St. Raphael's on a d a i l y basis. 

19 We have many kids chat come over to play. 

20 I'd l i k e to j u s t read a b r i e f l e t t e r from 

21 somebody on the Steering Committee which r e a l l y 

22 b r i n g s t h i s issue home. 

23 Dear Mayor J e l e p i s , I am very i n t e r e s t e d i n 

24 stopping the proposed t r i p l i n g of d a i l y f r e i g h t 

25 t r a i n runs through the main route c i t i e s . Our 

• 
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1 son, Scott, --'as k i l l e d by a t r a i n on Dover Center 

2 Road while r i d i n g h i s bike to church. This 

3 tragedy occurred i n 1974 while one t r a i n passed by 

4 him, he starced to cross and the t r a i n from the 

5 other d i r e c t i o n h i t him while he was on the 

6 t r a c k s . 

7 I f there i s , indeed, a way i n which I can 

8 be of help on a committee, please advise me. I'd 

9 hate t o see another tragedy occur due t o increased 

10 f r e i g h t t r a i n t r a f f i c . 

11 This i s what i t ' s a l l about, l a d i e s and 

12 gentlemen, safety, and t h i s increased t r a f f i c 

13 would present grave problems. 

14 I've heard i n the past t h a t the emissions 

15 t h a t would be negated by taking t r a f f i c o f f the 

16 highways would be a p o s i t i v e force, but there's 

17 p r o j e c t i o n s that the emissions from the t r a i n s 

18 would be unbelievable, and with t h a t s a i d the 

19 r a i l r o a d tracks are surrounded by the houses, not 

20 the highways i n most cases. 

21 So WG have got to f i g h t t h i s . Hopc?fully 

22 w e ' l l come up w i t h a r e s o l u t i o n w i t h the 

23 r a i l r o a d . P a t r i c k , I know everybody i s t a l k i n g . 

24 and h o p e f u l l y t h e y ' l l chere w i l l be -a resolution,-

25 but i*= chere i s n ' t , we have to go th^e d i s t a n c e on 

• 
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1 t h i s , and w e ' l l need your help. 

2 And w i t h t h a t said, I'd l i k e to pass i t on 

3 to the next speaker, and th a t i s Mayor Cain. 

4 MAYOR CAIN: Thank you. Mayor 

5 J e l e p i s . 

6 My remarks t h i s afternoon w i l l be b r i e f . 

7 They w i l l be d i r e c t e d not only t o our audience but 

8 most i m p o r t a n t l y to A d m i n i s t r a t o r M o l i t o r i s . 

9 I t i s our hope t h a t upon the conclusion of 

10 t h i s hearing th a t the A d m i n i s t r a t o r of the Federal 

11 R a i l r o a d A d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l , indeed, br i n g back a 

12 very strong message to Washington and formally to 

13 the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board t h a t , indeed, f o r 

14 the West Shore communities and most p a r t i c u l a r l y 

15 from ray community, the C i t y of Lakewood, the 

16 hazards, the r i s k s t h a t w i l l c o nfront us due to 

17 the t r i p l i n g of t r a i n s through "his West Shore 

18 community i s something we cannot livfv: w i t h . 

19 The City of Lakewood, according Co T r i v i a l 

20 P u r s u i t , i s che most densely populated community 

2 1 between Manhattan and St. Louis. While that f a c t 

22 w i l l make you a s-ar some Saturday nigh t when 

23 you're p l a y i n g T r i v i a l P u r s u i t , the r e a l i t y i s i s 

24 t h a t i t t r u l y demonstrates the problem. 

25 This community i s home t o about 60,000 
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1 people r e s i d i n g on about 5.6 m i l e s . The h o s p i t a l , 

2 our paramedic squads and two of our three f i r e 

3 s t a t i o n s and our p o l i c e s t a t i o n are located south 

4 of the t r a c k s . 

5 F u l l y one t h i r d of a l l of our emergency 

6 c a l l s , whether i t be p o l i c e , f i r e or paramedic 

7 c a l l s , are north of the t r a c k s . 

Today wi t h what we estimate to be anywhere 

between l l and 16 or 18 t r a i n s per day i n t h i s 

community, already our f i r e , p o l i c e and paramedics 

are stopped at r a i l r o a d tracks f a r too o f t e n . 

2̂ My greatest concern i s not the noise. I t ' s 

13 not the inconvenience. I t ' s not the d i r t t h a t a l l 

14 of us put up wi t h w i t h the t r a i n s b i s e c t i n g our 

15 community every day. I t i s the choking c h i l d , the 

16 cardiac a r r e s t , the f i r e i n our h i g h - r i s e 

17 community, the Gold Coast on the shores of Lake 

18 E r i e . 

19 Those are the l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g s i t u a t i o n s 

that s t r i k e fear i n my heart and I know raises 

21 great concerns w i t h i n our community. 

22 So make no mistake. We are t a l k i n g today 

23 about saf e t y . We are t a l k i n g about the safety and 

24 the l i v e s of people i n my community -that w i l l be 

put at r i s k i f t h i s plan i s allowed to go forward. 

20 

25 
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1 Today, A d m i n i s t r a t o r M o l i t o r i s , we ^^eg you 

2 :o l i s t e n i n t e n t l y , t o t a k e our concerns back t o 

3 Washington and t o use t h e power of your a u t h o r i t y 

4 and t h e power of the f u l l r a i l r o a d board or 

b r a i l r o a d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n co j o i n us i n t h i s e f f o r t 

6 and t o f o r m a l l y advocate our cause b e f o r e t h e • 

S u r f a c e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board. 

8 We g r e a t l y a p p r e c i a t e the f a c t t h a t you are 

9 here today, and I am enormously g r a t e f u l t o 

10 Congressman K u c i n i c h f o r b r i n g i n g you here today. 

11 Thank you a l l v e r y much. 

12 MAYOR JELEPIS: Our next speaker 

13 from Avon Lake i s Mayor Vince U r b i n . 

14 MAYOR URBIN: Thank you, Mayor 

15 J e l e p i s I ' d l i k e t o thank you and f o r Mayor Cain 

16 t o r e c o g n i z e thac L o r a i n County i s , t o o , a p a r t of 

17 t h i s , and we need t o have an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

18 express our concerns. 

19 I a l s o would l i k e f o r Mayor Cain and her 

20 r e s i d e n t s t o know t h a t I spent the f i r s t s i x years 

2 1 of my l i f e i r the C i t y of Lakewood, and t o be 

22 r o t s i l l y honest w i t h you I have a few memories of 

23 che C i t y of LaKewood, and today would not be a 

24 good t i m e t o t a l k t o you about the good memories. 

25 1 
but I t would be a ti m e t o mention maybe one bad j 
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1 one that I s t i l l can remember co t h i s day, and 

2 that was to be out p l a y i n g and to be i n a house 

?. j u s t around the r a i l r o a d tracks over ou Granger 

4 Avenue and to have i n my small eyes be a witness : 

5 to a womin being h i t by a t r a i n , and I can s t i l l i 

6 remember t h a t to t h i s day when th a t happened. 

7 I also would l i k e to say that I t h i n k i t ' s 

8 obvious to our guests by the number of people th a t 

9 are here i n t h i s room today that our concerns are 

10 real concerns. 

11 In my community, Avon Lake, which i s i n the 

12 top 20 of the f a s t e s t growing c i t i e s i n the State 

13 of Ohio, we have f i v e r a i l r o a d exchanges. A l l 

~ 14 -ive of those exchanges have no i n f r a s t r u c t u r e of 

15 any kind to help us go over or under these t r a c k s . 

16 In t h a t being said, we recognize t h a t a l l 

17 of the h o s p i t a l s t h a t are used by our community, 

18 we need an a b i l i t y to get over those tracks f r e e l y 

19 and without any hinderance whatsoever. 

20 To be able to take advantage of a l l the 

21 mutual a i d chat we have w i t h other sa f e t y forces 

22 that are around our community, we need the a b i l i t y 

23 CO have t r a c k s that are free of t r a i n s at those 

24 most c r u c i a l times. 

25 
1 

F i n a l l y , I t h i n k i t ' s important f o r me to 
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1 make v e r y c l e a r t h a t i f , i n f a c t , t h e r e i s a t r a i n 

2 t h a t i s i n t h i s l o c a t i o n and i f t h e r e i s i n c r e a s e d 

3 t r a i n s t h a t are i n these l o c a t i o n s and we are 

4 s u b j e c t t o some type of an emergency, which does 

5 happen -- t h a t i s r e a l i t y we are s i m p l y , most 

6 common sense wise s a i d , s t u c k . We c o u l d do 

7 n o t h i n g but s i t and w a i t , and l i f e i s more 

8 i m p o r t a n t than j u s t s i t t i n g and w a i t i n g . 

9 These issues are not t r i v i a l , t h e y are 

10 l e g i t i m a t e r e a l i t i e s . They are l e g i t i m a t e 

11 concerns. I t r u s t t h a t the FRA can see t h a t and 

12 w i l l r e c o g n i z e the need t o suggest o t h e r 

13 a l t e r n a t i v e s , a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t would i n c l u d e 

14 r muter r a i l . That would enhance people's 

15 a b i l i t i e s t o get t o and f r o . That would f r e e up 

16 t r a f f i c problems chat e x i s t i n a l l of our 

17 communities, and i t would a l s o h e l p e l i m i n a t e one 

18 of our b i g g e r problems and t h a t ' s p o l l u t i o n . 

19 To t h a t end I would l i k e t o j o i n w i t h a l l 

20 of xy o t h e r Mayors by s u g g e s t i n g t o you and co the 

21 r a i l r o a d t h a t we stand prepared t o work w i t h you 

22 f o r t h e be s t end r e s u l t . 

23 Thank you. 

24 MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank.you. Our next 

25 speaker i s C i t y Council P r e s i d e n t Jay westbrook 

Karen E. F i s h e r , RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



27 

1 from the C i t y of Cleveland. 

2 MR. WESTBROOK: I want to thank you, 

3 Mayor J e l e p i s , ^nd our host Mayor, Mayor Madeline 

4 Cain, to our Congressperson, Dennis Kucinich, and 

5 the other members of the Congress and the 

6 dis c i n g u i s h e d Mayors t h a t are here today. 

7 This t r u l y i s an issue t h a t has brought 

8 these communities together, and I t h i n k that we 

9 owe a great debt of thanks t o Ad m i n i s t r a t o r 

10 M o l i t o r i s f o r being here w i t h us and seeing how 

11 t h i s issue has brought these communities together. 

12 I want to ask a r e s i d e n t of my ward, Rhoda 

13 Brafman, to come forward, and while she's coming 

14 forward she's going to help me i n demonstrating 

15 something th a t everybody i s t a k i n g f o r granted but 

16 I t h i n k needs to be shown. 

17 My ward, l i k e Lakewood and the other 

18 communities, has the d i s t i n c t i o n of having homes 

19 r i g h t along the r a i l r o a d t r a c k . 

20 I t might be h e l p f u l t o recognize here i n 

21 t h i s room today i u s t how clost: sorie of the homes 

22 are. One home, Miss Biliman's home, i s 14 yards 

23 away from the r a i l r o a d t r a c k . That would get you 

24 a f i r s t down, Mr. McCune, i n a game against the 

25 S t e e l e r s , but i t would rer-,lly c a l l you out of 
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1 bounds i f you have 38 or 40 t r a i n s going by every 

2 day. This i s a v i s u a l demonstrations of people 

3 who are l i v i n g l i t e r a l l y r i g h t on the t r a c k s . 

4 MR. KUCINICH: I always get nervous 

5 when I see a rope come out at a p u b l i c hearing. 

6 MR. WESTBROOK: That's why you • 

7 did n ' t want to hold the other -;nd. 

8 Cleveland being, i f you w i l l , the mother 

9 c i t y , i t sometimes may be poss i b l e to overlook the 

10 m u l t i t u d e of neighborhoods t h a t reside w i t h i n 

11 Cleveland. 

12 The Cudell and Edgewater community tha t I 

13 have the p r i v i l e g e of representing has some 85 

14 s t r u c t u r e s that border r i g h t along the r a i l r o a d . 

15 Twenty percent of those are m u l t i f a m i l i e s or 

16 doubles, and some are as close as we j u s t saw, and i 

17 there's immediately three census t r a c k s t h a t cover 

18 chis area with. A d m i n i s t r a t o r , w i t h 88 hundred 

19 persons l i v i n g m there, 17 hundred families,- and 

20 very i m p o r t a n t l y . 13 hundred e l d e r l y c i t i z e n s . 

21 F i f t y percent of chose are e l d e r l y r e s i d e n t s who 

-« 
4. ^ 1ive a 1 one. 

23 We know that s a i e t y i s a foremost concern, 

24 but q u a l i t y of l i f e and economic v i a b i l i t y of a l l 

25 
i 

the communities and t h i s p o r t i o n of Cleveland i s i 
1 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



• 

29 

1 also very important. 

2 A f t e r a long time w a i t i n g . Mayor Cain, the 

3 Federal Government i s said t o be stepping i n w i t h 

4 a major investment on West I 1 7 t h Street, a very 

5 important economic spine t h a t binds together the 

6 West Shore communities and the C i t y of Cleveland. 

7 We face the t h r e a t then of that very 

8 important, long overdo investment being strangled 

9 r i g h t at the t h r o a t of t h a t major roadway between 

10 D e t r o i t Avenue ar.d C l i f t o n Boulevard. 

11 Also, Cleveland and Lakewood are 

1 2 undertaking a j o i n t study on the economic v i t a l i t y 

13 of an area along Berea Road, and our Mayor from 

~ 14 Berea i s here, Mayor Trupo. 

15 Berea Road has the d i s t i n c t i o n of having 

16 the bulk of the i n d u s t r i a l base on the west side 

17 of Cleveland, ard the roadway t h a t goes along 

18 there would be bypassed by t h i s proposal. Just 

19 the wrong way co go to put an i n d u s t r i a l f r e i g h t 

20 t r a i n through r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods and bypass 

2 1 the i n d u s t r i a l community. 

d. ^ Every c h a r a c t e r i s t i c t h a t che Mayors have 

23 said about t h e i r communities regarding safety also } 

24 a p p l i e s to Cleveland. Our f i r e s t a t i o n i s south 

25 of cnf» r a i l r o a d crack. The bulk of che population 

• 

Kar -i E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



30 

1 i s north. Our SMS base i s south. The h o s p i t a l s 

2 that the EMS would transporc to are south. 

3 There's only one below-grade crossing, and t h a t ' s 

4 at West Boulevard, and a l l tha other crossings are 

5 above grade. 

6 In c o n c l u s i o r , I t h i n k there's no way to 

7 remediate t h i s proposal . The only way to provide 

8 f o r the safety of these communities i s to 

9 disapprove t h i s proposal and keep the volume at 

10 the very minimum. 

11 MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank you. Vou a l l 

12 laughed at me when I said nobody would understand 

13 those cards. He fl a s h e d that stop card and you 

14 went on there. 

15 Mayor Umerley from Rocky River had a 

16 personal engagement and he couldn't get out of i t 

17 as well as Mayor Clough. and they have w r i t t e n a 

18 statement which w e ' l l submit to you. 

19 I've been on the phone w i t h Mayor White 

20 over the past f i v e days repeatedly, and he as we l l 

21 has a personal ccmmirment he could not get out of, i 

22 anJ I understand it fully, but he wanted to send \ 

23 Sharon Jordan, the Cleveland law d i r e c t o r , to have 

24 a statement on h i s behalf. 

MS. SOBOL JORDAN: Thank vou verv 
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1 much. I'm very pleased to be here t o represent 

2 Mayor White. 

3 I brought w i t h me. along w i t h h i s apologies i 

4 f o r not being here personally -- he r e a l l y would 

5 have l i k e to have done that -- a statement which 
! 

6 he has brought and we've put i n f o r the record. 

7 I'd l i k e to read as much <5s I can of i t f o r so 

8 th a t you know where the Mayor of Cleveland stands 

9 on t h i s issue. 

10 His statement begins th a t he applauds the 

11 Steering Committee's e f f o r t s to stand up to 

12 seemingly i n t r a c t a b l e bureaucracies who appear to 

13 run roughshod over l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t s and concerns 

14 of c i t i z e n s . 

15 
1 

In Cleveland we are j u s t beginning to 

16 understand the r a m i f i c a t i o n s of t h i s proposal. 

17 Three t o four f o l d increases i n t r a m t r a f f i c 

18 would pour through Cleveland, e s p e c i a l l y on the 

19 N o r f o l k Southern t r a c k s , adversely a f f e c t i n g che 

20 l i v e s of thousands of Clevelanders f o r generations 

21 to come. The f u l l consequences -- noise. 

22 p o l l u t i o n , safety, congestion have yet to be 

23 f u l l y assessed by anyone l e t alone addressed. 

24 Let there be no misunderstanding, the 

25 p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t s cn t h i s area )s densely | 
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1 populated as Cleveland could be severe. Yet, not 

• 
once have any of the parties to the proposal 

3 bothered to contact Mayor White or any member of 

4 his administration to assess the impacts on the 

5 half a million people he represents. To our 

6 knowledge, not one cent has been spent by either 

7 railroad on determining how the Cleveland area 

8 w i l l fare as a resu l t of thei r actions. 

9 At r i s k are many Cleveland neighborhoods 

10 stretching from Collinwood to Cudell, 

11 neighborhoods as large as most Greater Cleveland 

12 suburbs. 

13 As a consequence, the C i t / of Cleveland has 

14 joined the proceeding in Washington before the 

15 Surface Transportation Board. 

16 Also, Mayor White ha.«5 appointed an internal 

17 city task force of directors and commisrloners who 

18 are studying the issues and trying to propose 

19 alternatives to th i s proposal. 

20 We are currently gathering data on the 

21 impact of increased t r a i n t r a f f i c on the work of 

22 ...ur safety and medical and emergency medical 

- ^ forces and are atteis\ptina to asses the extent to 

24 which whis proposal w i l l affect the community as 

25 far as noise, vibrations and a i r pollution. 
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1 Members of Cleveland's working group w i l l 

2 be working w i t h the Steering Committee to c l e a r l y 

3 understand your concerns and your thoughts 

4 regarding t h i s proposed a c q u i s i t i o n . 

5 The current schedule before the Surface 

6 Tra n s p o r t a t i o n Board requires comments by October 

7 21st. This comment period i s unreasonably short 

8 and must be extended. 

9 Our communities are s t r u g g l i n g to 

10 understand the complex proposal and a l l of i t s 

11 many r a m i f i c a t i o n s . 

12 The i n t e r e s t of our r e s i d e n t s would be best 

13 served i f we were given s u f f i c i e n t time to provide 

~ 14 meaningful comments to the board. A hastily-made 

15 decision could have a devastating and 

16 long-standing impact on the q u a l i t y of l i f e of our 

17 communit i e s . 

16 Mayor White i s opposed to the proposal of 

19 Norfolk and Southern to increase t r a i n t r a f f i c i n 

20 

•» 
*> ̂  

Cleveland and che surrounding communities unless 

t h i s increase i s accompanied by a concrete. 

22 s p e c i f i c and responsible plan by the r a i l r o a d s to 

23 m i t i g a t e the adverse e f f e c t s i n our communities. 

24 This m i t i g a t i o n must be born by the r a i l r o a d , not ' 

25 the c i t i e s , the towns, the v i l l a g e s which are 
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1 merely passive v i c t i m s of the r a i l r o a d ' s business 

2 deci s ions. 

3 The issues presented by the r a i l r o a d ' s plan 

4 go w e l l beyond che mere number of t r a i n s proposed 

5 to pass through our neighborhoods. An increase m 

• 6 the number of t r a i n s t r a n s l a t e s i n t o increased • 

7 s a f e t y hazards, increased noise, increased a i r 

8 p o l l u t i o n and a decrease i n the neighborhood 

9 access, property values and o v e r a l l . ^ a a l i t y of 

10 l i f e i n our communities, p a r t i c u l a r l y along the 

11 r a i l w a y c c r n d c r . 

12 The r a i l r o a d s must not be p e r m i t t e d t c 

13 destr o y people's l i v e s i n the name of enhancing 

" 14 corporate assets. 

15 Many of the residents near the a f f e c t e d 

16 t r a c k s are i n d i g e n t and e l d e r l y who do not have 

17 the o p t i o n to pi c k up and move from the r a i l r o a d 

18 l i n e . 

19 The f e d e r a l agencies w i t h j u r i s d i c t i o n to 

20 review the r a i l r o a d ' s plans must take ::xl f a c t o r s 

21 i n t o account and r e q u i r e that the r a i l r o a d 

22 m i t i g a t e che burdens chat i t imposes on che l o c a l 

23 communit ies. 

24 Mayor White c a l l s upon the r a i l r o a d to be 

25 m i n d f u l of che b i g piccure. This i s not j u s t 
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t h e i r business i n t e r e s t s i n i n c r e a s i n g t h e i r 

c a p a c i t y to move more goods across the country. 

Their p l a n has the p o t e n t i a l to d r a s t i c a l l y a f f e c t 

the day-to-day l i v e s of r e a l people. At the very 

l e a s t the r a i l r o a d s have a moral r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to 

assure us th a t not one c i t i z e n would be adversely 

impacted by t h e i r plan. 

We are not asking f o r a ban on t r a i n 

t r a f f i c i n t h i s region. Although, we respect the 

others who are advocating t h a t p o s i t i o n . 

Mayor White believes the debate should be 

focused on f i n d i n g e f f e c t i v e ways t o eliminate at 

the expense of the r a i l r o a d s the adverse impact 

caused by the increased t r a i n t r a f f i c . 

The Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board owes t h i s 

community a fair-minded approach t h a t f i r s t and 

foremost p r o t e c t s the l i v e s of our residents and 

then and only then considers the economic 

i n t e r e s t s of the r a i l r o a d s and those they serve. 

Thank you very much. 

MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank you very much. 

Our next two speakers are here. We have a unique 

s i t u a t i o n . We have I t h i n k 57 ccmmunities i n 

Cuyahoga County, and we meet on a monthly basis, a 

number of issues th a t we work j o i n t l y on, and we 
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1 have a great r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a l l the Mayors and 

2 the c i t y managers. 

3 Now, Mayor Trupo and Mayor Jones are here 

4 at our i n v i t a t i o n and at t h e i r request. They're 

5 not a f f e c t e d by the west l i n e d i r e c t l y , but the 

6 fa c t of the matter i s i n Cuyahoga County we can't 

7 s h i f t one problem to another area an:' then th a t 

8 problem to another area. So we've asked them to 

9 come and give them an o p p o r t u n i t y to say a few 

10 words. 

11 And w i t h t h a t r a i d , I'd l i k e tc introduce 

12 another Steelers' fan. Mayor Trupo from Berea. 

13 MAYOR TRUPO: What a t e r r i b l e t h i n g 

14 to say. 

15 Thank you very much, Mayor J e l e p i s , and 

16 thank you f o r b r i n g i n g t h i s to everybody's 

17 a t t e n t i o n . 

18 Mayor Cain, thank you f o r hosting t h i s 

19 event and. Congressman Kucinich, thank you f o r 

20 b r i n g i n g a l l of us and making us aware of our 

21 e f f o r t s . 

22 I'm not here i n o p p o s i t i o n to what the West 

23 Shore C o a l i t i o n i s t a l k i n g about or asking f o r , 

24 but our l i t t l e community of 20,000 people i n 5.9 

25 square miles already has an abundance of t r a i n s 
1 
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1 running through, average of 93 t r a i n s per day, 93 

2 t r a i n s , and there are seven i n d u s t r i e s i n my 

3 community t h a t are completely shut o f f when the 

4 two r a i l r o a d tracks are i n use. There are seven 

5 of them t h a t are boxed between 200 yards of space 

6 before there's any d a y l i g h t . -

7 Our f i r e chief has submitted a l e t t e r t h a t 

8 I'd l i k e to have put i n t o the record i n d i c a t i n g 

9 th a t when the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s are occupied they 

10 have an a l t e r n a t e method of g e t t i n g our people to 

11 the h o s p i t a l , but i t doubles the time i n which i t 

12 takes r.o get someone there. 

13 Now, Berea i s not a b i g c i t y , but from 

" 14 seven minutes to 15 minutes when somebody i s i n 

15 i l l h e a l t h or i s r e a l l y s e r i o u s l y hurt i t makes a 

16 b i g d i f f e r e n c e . 

17 I want go back to the f a c t t h a t t h i s 

1 8 community i s not opposing C o n r a i l , Norfolk 

19 Southern or anybody else, but there abs o l u t e l y has 

20 to be a way i n which you gentlemen here today can 

21 take the message back t h a t these communities, us 

22 and Olmsted F a l l s , my neighboring community, are 

23 h e a v i l y impacted r i g h t now, and any a d d i t i o n a l 

24 increase t h a t you're t a l k i n g about p u t t i n g onto 

25 t h a t r a i l t r a c k , i t w i l l be obje'jted t o . 
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1 Congressman K u c i n i c h has i n d i c a t e d t o me t h a t he 

2 would be i n s u p p o r t of any k i n d of o p p o s i t i o n t o 

3 t h a t . 

4 I a l s o want you t o know t h a t we do not 

5 condemn r a i l r o a d . We're v e r y s u p p o r t i v e of 

6 i n d u s t r y and t h e r a i l r o a d , but you f o l k s have t o 

7 pro v i d e us w i t h a l t e r n a t e ways of g e t t i n g t h r o u g h 

8 our communities. 

9 N i n e t y - t h r e e t r a i n s come t h r o u g h our town, 

10 and our downtown, l a d i e s and gentlemen, has been 

11 devastated. We no l o n g e r have a r e t a i l or 

12 commercial because we can't get t o the downtown. 

13 That's not the o n l y t h i n g t h a t h u r t our downtown, 

14 but i t c e r t a i n l y i s a major p - r - r i o n of t h a t . 

15 Our a u t o m o b i l e s and our t r u c k s no l o n g e r 

16 use State Route 237. They can't because they get 

17 stopped by the ^ r a i n s a l l the t i m e so what do they 

18 do? They take a r e s i d e n t i a l r o u t e and then t u r n 

19 t h a t i n t o a major highway. 

20 And we have e i g h t s i g n s p o s t e d t h a t t e l l s 

2 1 che cruckers don't go t h a t way because the b r i d g e 

22 i s very low. Every week we have a t r u c k s t u c k 

23 under our -- now when t h a t t r u c k i s st u c k under 

24 the r a , i l and t h e r e ' s a t r a i n up t h e r e , we're o u t . 

25 W e a r e o u t o f i t . 
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1 Now t h a t ' s not your f a u l t . There's 12 

2 f e e t , s i x inches i s a l l we have f o r a t r u c k to get 

3 through, and nobody has offered to help us and 

4 we've made c a l l s to the r a i l r o a d i n d u s t r y to give 

5 us some assistance i n t h a t ; not N o r f o l k Southern, 

6 not CSX, but we have raade our attempts. 

7 Again, I j u s t want to r e i t e r a t e t h a t we 

8 don't oppose you r a i l people. I don't oppose you 

9 nor does our community, but you've got t o give us 

10 help. You have to provide us w i t h overpasses. We 

11 have one, and ev e r y t h i n g else i s su r f a c e . 

12 You have to provide us w i t h underpass. We 

13 have no one. But some how, some way we need to 

14 have some assistance from r a i l people. 

15 When you t a l k about safety, t h a t ' s very 

16 emotional and i t ' s very, very r e a l . I t ' s not 

17 something t h a t we as Mayors put tog e t h e r j u s t to 

18 present. I t ' s an ac t u a l fact t h a t s a f e t y i s 

19 i n v o l v e d . 

20 A i r p o l l u t i o n , they t a l k about the m i l l i o n s 

21 t h a t they're spending on cleaning -'.p the a i r . 

22 Well, I'd l i k e you to take a reading of p o l l u t i o n 

23 i n Berea when the t r a i n s are going through and the 

24 t r a f f i c i s backed ap from one c i t y l i m i t t o the 

25 other because we can't get through, and t h a t ' s not 
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1 an exaggeration. 5.9 square m i l e s , we back up 

2 l i m i t to l i m i t 

3 I'm saying t o you, Mayor J e l e p i s , 

4 Congressman Kucinich, Mayor Cain, I would l i k e 

5 entered i n t o the records a r e s o l u t i o n , one hundred 

6 percent support by our c o u n c i l asking f o r r e l i e f 

7 and the l e t t e r from our f i r e c h i e f i n d i c a t i n g the 

8 seriousness of which we have i n our community, and 

9 I pass t h a t on to you; and to CSX, Conrail and to 

10 N o r f o l k Southern, we have a copy of the 

11 r e s o l u t i o n s also and a copy of the c h i e f ' s l e t t e r 

12 to go i n t o the record. 

13 Gentlemen, without any f u r t h e r outcry or 

14 outb u r s t on my p a r t , I'm j u s t saying to you, look 

15 at your crowd. This i s only a small p o r t i o n . 

16 A d m i n i s t r a t o r M o l i t o r i s , t h i s i s only a small 

17 p o r t i o n . We a l l have a concern. Re-look at what 

18 you want to do not only on the West Shore but i n 

19 our community also. 

2 0 Thank you. 

21 MAYOR JELEPIS: Our next speaker i s 

22 Mayor Jones from Olmsted F a l l s . 

23 MAYOR JONES: Thank you. Mayor 

24 J e l e p i s , and I too appreciate everybody t h a t ' s 

25 here. I'm not going to take valuable time to name 
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them. 

I'm the Mayor of the C i t y of Olmsted 

F a l l s . My name i s Tom Jones, and I'm here co 

Ct»stify t h a t we i n the C i t y of Olmsted F a l l s have 

anywhere from 80 t o 120 t r a i n s a day. I dea l w i t h 

f i v e d i f f e r e n t d i v i s i o n s of C o n r a i l a t the p r e s e n t 

t i m e ; Dearborn, Indy, P i t t s b u r g h c o n t r o l l i n g t he 

Berea tower and P h i l a d e l p h i a t h e east/west g o i n g 

i n t o Chicago. 

We cannot t o l e r a t e adc'^itional t r a i n s g o i n g 

t h r o u g h t h e C i t y of Olmsted F a l l s , and we have a 

l o t of empathy f o r the people here i n t h i s West 

Shore area b e i n g concerned w i t h t h e s a f e t y because 

we have t h e same s a f e t y i s s u e s t o o . 

But 80 t o 120 t r a i n s a day coming t h r o u g h 

the downtown of our c i t y , t h r e e and a ha.i f square 

m i l e s , and w i t h i n 15 m i l e s t h e r e i s n ' t an overpass 

or an underpass. 

I r e a l i z e overpasses and underpasses are 

s t a t e problems and l o c a l problems, however, b e f o r e 

a n y t h i n g i s done t o b r i n g more c r a i n s i n t o our 

community I t h i n k the r a i l r o a d has t o bear p a r t of 

che r e s p o n s i b i l i c y .and che burden t o see t h a t 

people can get from one si d e of t h e t r a c k s t o the 

o t h e r . 
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1 Crew changes are another problem. You have 

2 union r e g u l a t i o n s you must adhere t o ; but on the 

3 other hand, when we're held up 90 minutes through 

4 a state r c u t e , nobody can go forward or backward 

5 because an outlaw crew i s s i t t i n g chere w a i t i n g 

6 f o r r e l i e f trade. 

7 In f a i r n e s s , the people w i t h PUCO, wi t h 

8 p u b l i c u t i l i t y commission, we have ber^n t o . They 

9 hava been i n t o our community. They te.^ i us 

10 Norfolk Southern i s an outstandi n g r a i l r o a d . They 

11 are w i l l i n g to e l i m i n a t e b o t t l e n e c k s . Let me t e l l 

12 you, f o l k s , i f t h i s s'.ould go through you have one 

13 h e l l of a b i g b o t t l e neck i n Berea tha t you're 

14 going to have t o unquirk i f you're going to do 

15 business through t h i s community. 

16 The h e a l t h and safety of the residents 

17 north of the t r a c k are endangered by the 

18 paramedics are on one side, the people are on the 

19 other. 

20 We c a l l f o r mutual a i d . Mutual a id 

21 necessitates t a k i n g the people to a h o s p i t a l 

22 f u r t h e r away, and obviously cime i s of essence to 

2 3 everyone. 

24 Moving on here, I t h i n k t h a t two east./west 

25 routes t o Chicago, Nor f o l k , and two east/west f o r 
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CSX w i l l c e r t a i n l y enhance the r e g i c n as f a r as 

being able to move t r a f f i c , but I t h i n k before you 

3 do an-.- of chat moving of che c r a f f i c you need co 

4 consider what you're hearing here today from the 

5 West Shore group and also from the C i t y of Olmsted 

6 F a l l s and c e r t a i n l y Berea. 

7 We applaud the group here today. We w i l l 

8 j o i n you i n our e f f o r t s to see what f a i r and 

9 e q u i t a b l e ching i s worked out, but we do want to 

10 work w i t h you f o r the be . i e f i t of the region but, 

11 we also have to be sure that the i,ealth, safety 

12 and welfare of our community and the other mayors' 

13 communities i s not going to be endangered by t h i s 

14 p o s s i b l e a c q u i s i t i o n through t h e r o . 

15 I would urge the Norfolk Southern and CSX 

16 t o study c a r e f u l l y not only what they're proposing 

17 but the i m p l i c a t i o n s there. 

18 I understand t h i s i s Che f i r s t step w i t h 

19 the f e d e r a l group t o look at t h i s . There w i l l be 

2C a summary of che hearings, and i t w i l l be sent 

21 I out. We 11 have a chance to react f u r t h e r co 

22 t h i s , I've wriccen che main o f f i c e i n Washington 

23 CO ask f o r a copy of chat summary be sent co che 

24 Cicy of Olmsted F a l l s . I would hope- tha t every 

25 mavor on the West Shore and the other areas would 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



44 

1 r e c e i v e a copy t h a t have, t o o . Then we have year. 

2 i s Chat c o r r e c t , t o respond t o thar b e f o r e a 

3 deci-^ion i s made? 

4 ADMINISTRATOR MOLITORIS: February. 

5 Mayor, Mike D a l t o n i s here and could g i v e you some 

6 more i n f o r m a t i o n , b ut t h e r e are two i m p o r t a n t 
• 

7 dates. October 21st i s the e v i d e n t i a r y 

8 submission, and then i n February t h a t ' s when an 

9 e n t i r e submission would be made u s i n g the evidence 

10 you showed i n October. 

11 MAYOR JONES: And then the d e c i s i o n 

12 i s made when, i n February or i s i t a f t e r 

13 February? 

14 ADMINISTRATOR MOLITORIS: They have 

15 t o e v a l u a t e a l l of those. 

16 Mike, where are you? Mike D a l t o n . 

17 MR. DALTON: The Board's d e c i s i o n , 

18 June 8 t h . 

19 MAYOR JONES: Thank you. I 

20 a p p r e c i a t e b o t h of you f i l l i n g us i n on t h a t . 

21 I c h i n k my time i s about up. I a p p r e c i a t e 

22 che o p p o r c u n i t y t o be i n v i t e d here today and we 

23 coo s t a n d w i t h the West Shore mayors and 

24 communities of saf:.ty, but we a l s o r e c o g n i z e che 

25 need co move the Congress thr o u g h t h i s g r e a t S t a t e j 
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1 of Ohio. 

2 Thank you. 

3 MAYOR JELEPIS: We want t o g i v e both 

4 mayors an o p p o r t u n i t y because of th e uniqueness of 

c the s i t u a t i o n . T h i s s e t s a precedent which you 

6 came t o , a c t u a l l y came t o the area t o d i s c u s s t h i s 

7 so we wanted t o g i v e them the o p p o r t u n i t y . 

8 I w i l l say one t h i n g , Stan, t h a t you had 

9 mentioned t h a t t h i s i s j u s t a s m a l l sample. You 

10 mentioned the S t e e l e r s . I t ' s a Sunday a f t e r n o o n . 

11 We fought t h e Save Our Browns campaign. This has 

12 the p o t e n t i a l , w i t h o u t f l e x i n g muscles, t o make 

13 t h a t l o o k l i k e an arm w r e s t l i n g c o n t e s t . I t 

14 r e a l l y does . 

15 Again, I j u s t don't want t o mi n i m i z e che 

16 impact. Everybody i s here. Everybody i s being 

17 very c o r d i a l and p o l i t e , b ut t h i s i s a ve r y , very 

18 s e r i o u s s i t u a t i o n . 

19 Our next s t a t e m e n t s , we c o u l d have p o l i c e 

20 c h i e f s and f i r e c h i e f s from a l l the communities 

21 t e l l c h e i r own p e r s o n a l s t o r i e s , but we're j u s t 

22 going cc have a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e frora Bay v i l l a g e , 

23 boch che f i r e c h i e f and th e p o l i c e c h i e f come up 

24 very b r i e f l y t o speak. 

25 I f I c o u l d g et Dave Wright up here, our 
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1 p o l i c e c h i e f . 

2 MR. WRIGHT: Good afternoon. My 

3 name i s David Wright. I'm the p o l i c e c h i e f of the 

4 Ci t y of Bay V i l l a g e . 

5 I want to thank Congressman Kucinich, Mayor 

6 Jel e p i s and the Railroad Steering Committee f o r j 

7 i n v i t i n g me here today to share my com.ments. I'd 

8 also l i k e to thank my colleagues, the West Shore 

9 p o l i c e c h i e f s , who have endorsed me to be here 

10 today to speak on t h e i r behalf. 

1 1 Tantamount to t h i s whole s i t u a t i o n f o r the 

12 p o l i c e are the safety concerns to the general 

13 p u b l i c and the c i t i z e n s of the West Shore. 

14 Any xncrease i n the t r a i n t r a f f i c 

15 n a t u r a l l y , i n our opinion, increases the p o t e n t i a l 

16 or the p r o b a b i l i t y of some type of accident or 

17 some type of d i f f i c u l t y t h a t we would have to 

18 provide s a f e t y to the p u b l i c . 

19 In the area of the t r a i n t r a f f i c on the 

2 0 t r a c k s , among our concerns are the i n c i d e n t s of 

2 1 pedestrian t r a f f i c on the t r a i n t r a c k s , both 

c h i l d r e n and a d u l t s . 

2 3 Children have a high degree of c u r i o s i t y 

24 and being adventuresome, do play on the t r a i n 

25 tracks i n the area, and also chere are adults that 
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1 t r a n s v e r s e the c r a i n tracks due to the 

2 a c c e s s i b i l i t y of the tracks and p r e v e n t i n g them 

3 from having to walk on c i t y s t r e e t s t o get to 

4 st o r e s and what not t h a t an^ located along the 

5 r a i l r o a d tracks. 

6 Also i n v e h i c u l a r t r a f f i c our concerns 

7 center around t r a i n versus car accidents, also 

8 t r a i n versus school bus accidents d u r i n g the 

9 school day and duri n g the time when the general 

10 p u b l i c i s around. 

11 Of lesser importance to the f a r West Shore 

12 communities are the issues of m.utual a i d when the 

13 p o l i c e departments c a l l upon other p o l i c e 

14 departments f o r assistance. 

15 Bay V i l l a g e and Westlake, t h e i r i.nformal 

16 c i t y boundary i s the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . I t i s not 

17 o f t e n when the Westlake and Bay V i l l a g e p o l i c e are 

18 c a l l e d upon f o r mutual aid f o r a backup si'-uation; 

19 however, should t h a t occur, n a t u r a l l y the 

20 p o t e n t i a l of p r o b a b i l i t y of us being delayed by 

21 the t r a i n s are t h e r e . 

22 I would say the p o t e n t i a l f o r t h a t being 

23 more serious i s i n the c i t i e s of Lakewood and 

24 Rocky River because t h e i r towns are ••actually 

25 b i s e c t e d by che r a i l r o a d cracks. So th e r e are 
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1 t i m e s when c h e i r own p o l i c e departments are not 

2 ab l e t o back up t h e i r own o f f i c e r s i f t h e i r 

3 h i n d e r e d by the t r a i n s . 

4 And one t h i n g t h i s p o s i t i o n has t a u g h t me 

5 i s you always p l a n f o r t h e w o r s t . Probably our 

6 b i g g e s t concern would be a d e r a i l m e n t happening 

7 a l o n g t h e t r a i n s i n t h e C i t y of Bay V i l l a g e . 

8 With the i n c r e a s e d t r a i n t r a f f i c , t he 

9 emergency o p e r a t i o n s and our e v a c u a t i o n r o u t e s , 

10 s h o u l d a d e r a i \ i i i 3 n t o c c u r , we b e l i e v e t h a t i t 

11 would p r o b a b l y be i n t e r s e c t i o n r e l a t e d . 

12 We have o n l y one overpass i n the C i t y of 

13 Bay V i l l a g e l o c a t e d on t h e f a r east s i d e of the 

14 c i t y . N a t u r a l l y we b e l i e v e i f d e r a i l m e n t would 

15 occur one or more of our e v a c u a t i o n r o u t e s would 

16 be b l o c k e d at t h a t t i m e i n c r e a s i n g the d i f f i c u l t y 

17 i n managing the emergency s i t u a t i o n . 

18 A f t e r a c a r e f u l r e v i e w and r e f l e c t i o n on 

19 a l l t h e m a t e r i a l s t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e t o me, i n a l l 

20 honesty, I cannot p e r c e i v e one b e n e f i t t o the 

21 c i t i z e n s of the West Shore by an i n c r e a s e m tra.^.n 

22 t r a f f i c , not o n l y s a f e t y , but t h e r e ' s q u a l i t y of 

23 l i f e is'..ues t o d i s c u s s here and a l s o che safecy of 

24 the g e n e r a l p u b l i c , b o t h p e d e s t r i a n , - school bus 

25 and che m o t o r i n g p u b l i c i n a densely p o p u l a t e d 
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1 urban area. 

2 In conclusion, I would l i k e to say i t i s 

3 our hope as che police ;.niefs of che West Shore 

4 chat the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , the R a i l r o a d Steering 

5 Committee and the r a i l r o a d s w i l l work together 

6 c l o s e l y t o t r y to fashion some type of win-win 

7 s i t u a t i o n . 

8 Thank you. 

9 MAYOR JELEPIS: Chief Jackson, our 

10 f i r e c h i e f i n Bay V i l l a g e , some b r i e f remarks 

11 there, please. 

12 CHIEF JACKSON: Good afternoon. I'm 

13 Gregory Jackson. I'm the f i r e c h i e f of the C i t y 

14 of Bay V i l l a g e . 

15 We do have many concerns about t h i s 

16 r a i l r o a d increase with the t r a i n s coming through 

17 the c i t y . 

18 We have problems r i g h t now w i t h responding 

19 and p i c k i n g up people i n our squads and g e t t i n g 

20 them to the h o s p i t a l i n a safe and quick manner. 

21 I f by chance we gee scopped by a c r a i n , and 

22 i t does happen occasionally now w i t h che small 

23 amount of c r a f f i c we do have chrough, ic does 

24 cause us a problem i n chat i f we hav« a run on che 

25 f a r west side, we have to go c l e a r to the east 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG 5c HODGE 



50 

1 side to get across the t r a c k s . 

2 There have been occasions when four of the 

3 crossings have been blocked by t r a i n s and then we 

4 have CO run down Co che f a r side of cown. 

5 Our big ccncern also i s our mucual aid. 

6 Mutual a i d i s very important t o a c i t y l i k e Bay 

7 V i l l a g e , Rocky River, Westlake. I f we have a 

8 f i r e , we have to r e l y upon our neighboring 

9 communities to come i n and help us with our 

10 problem. Our c i t i e s do not have departments that 

11 are b i g enough to be able t o handle a major f i r e . 

12 We do have nursing homes i n town. We have 

13 a senior c i t i z e n h i g h - r i s e b u i l d i n g i n town, and 

14 we do have a number of schools and churches. 

15 Every one of these are on automatic response from 

16 the c i t i e s surrounding us. 

17 I f we cannoc get them i n and there i s a 

18 delay i n tirae to get them to the ho s p i t a l s -- or 

19 to the nursing homes and to the high-rises and to 

20 Che schools, I have a p o t e n t i a l f o r a major 

21 d i s a s t e r i n tha t area. 

22 Also w i t h the increase of t r a i n t r a f f i c i n 

23 che area there's a p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t we w i l l have 

24 an increase i n derailments. 

25 We have had derailments i n the past. They 
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1 have been f a r and few between, but a p p r o x i m a t e l y i 

2 i n 1982 we d i d have a major d e r a i l m e n t t h a t d i d 

3 cue across che m i d d l e of Cown, and che cars d i d 

4 end up l y i n g a g a i n s t a r o u p l e of gas pumps ac one 

5 of che gas s c a t i o n s i n town. 

6 We do have houses t h a t are w i t h i n 60 f e e t 

7 of the r a i l r o a d and i f these uoxcars had come o f f 

8 the t r a c k s another hundred f e e t down t o the west. 

9 they would have p r o b a b l y taken out a couple of 

10 houses. 

11 So t h e r e i s a p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t t h e in c r e a s e 

12 i n t r a i n t r a f f i c would a l s o have an i n c r e a s e d 

13 p o s s i b i l i t y of d e r a i l m e n t . 

14 We're a l s o v e r y concerned about hazardous 

15 m a t e r i a l s Chac are b e i n g shipped down che r a i l 

16 
* 

l i n e s . We are noc i n f o r m e d as Co what i s i n every 

17 one of these cars t h a t comes down i n one of these 

18 t a n k e r s . They a l s o can be s h i p p i n g r a d i o a c t i v e 

19 m a t e r i a l . We have no way of knowing what's coming 

20 t h r o u g h town. We don't know u n t i l they have an 

21 a c c i d e n t what's i n those cars and a t t h a t p o i n t 

22 then we have t o d e v i s e a p l a n . 

23 Bay V i l l a g e b e i n g as sma l l as i t i s , i n a 

24 major s p i l l or a major i n c i d e n t where the r a i l r o a d 

25 car t h a t i s d e r a i l e d o r has a p u n c t u r e , we may 
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1 have t o evacuate a hundred percent of the 

2 c i t i z e n s . 

3 Without having che access routes out of 

4 cown i f these were blocked, we would have a 

5 i. . . t e n t i a l f o r a major d i s a s t e r again. I know i t 

6 sounds a doomsday issue but i t can happen. 

7 Talk to the people i n Miamisburg. I t 

8 happened to them about four or f i v e years ago. 

9 Talk t o the people i n Canada where they j u s t had a 

10 major problem about seven, e i g h t years ago. So i t 

11 can happen. 

12 The hazardous m a t e r i a l s that come down the 

13 t r a c k s , we would l i k e one t h i n g from the 

14 r a i l r o a d . Give us a manifest. The conductor does 

15 have a manifest on the t r a i n , but by the time we 

16 get t o th a t manifest u s u a l l y the i n c i d e n t i s i n 

17 f u l l swing. 

18 In conclusion, I would ask that the 

19 r a i l r o a d s do work closer w i t h the safety forces i n 

20 t a k i n g care of t h i s problem, and I would be glad 

21 to meet wi t h anybody from the r a i l r o a d or anybody 

22 else who's i n t e r e s t e d . 

23 Thank you. 

24 MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank you. We're 

25 r i g h t on time here. My compliments to Tony and 
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everybody else who put t h i s agenda together. 

We're new at the p o r t i o n where we're going 

3 to hear from some r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the area 

4 h o s p i t a l s , and chen w e ' l l gee down co some 

5 speakers chac have been designated by che 

6 respective communities and then open i t up to the 

7 blue cards here, which again i f you have some, 

8 pass t-hem. up Co Che f r o n t . 

9 I'd l i k e t o introduce our f i r s t h o s p i t a l 

10 spokesperson, and t h a t i s Dr. David Lehtinen, a 

11 neurosurgeon, p r e - h o s p i t a l medical d i r e c t o r of 

12 public safety f o r the Ci t y of Cleveland and, 

13 Doctor, are you r i g h t there. 

14 DR. LEHTINEN: A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

15 M o l i t o r i s , Congressmen, Mayors, lad i e s and 

16 gentlemen, I'm coming before you today as a 

17 c i t i z e n of Che Cicy of Lakewood l i v i n g n orth of 

18 che r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . 

19 I'm very concerned about Che proposed 

20 increase i n r a i l r o a d t r a f f i c through our c i t y . 

21 For a number of years I've been a medical 

22 advisor to Lakewood Emergency Medical Services, 

23 EMS. For the past seven years I've been the 

24 Chairman of the Department of Public- Safety 

25 Physicians Advisory Board f o r the Ci t y of 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



54 

1 Cleveland. I am also che P r e - h o s p i t a l Medical 

2 D i r e c t o r f o r the Department of Public Safety f o r 

3 the C i t y of Cleveland overseeing a l l aspects of 

4 p a t i e n t care i n the p r e - h o s p i t a l s e t t i n g provided 

5 by Cleveland EMS and Cleveland f i r e . 

6 In these roles I have become q u i t e 

7 knowledgeable on response times of emergency 

8 v e h i c l e s . 

9 Contrary to lay people's b e l i e f , the 

10 m a j o r i t y of conditions f o r which an ambulance i s 

11 requested are not adversely a f f e c t e d by a delay cf 

12 a minute or so i n response time, and most 

13 conditions i t i s impossible to ascerta i n what 

14 adverse e f f e c t s a short period of delay has on 

15 outcome. 

16 However, there are two c o n d i t i o n s th a t have 

17 been very w e l l studied where we know that minutes 

18 d e f i n i t e l y make a d i f f e r e n c e , and these are i n 

19 cases of heart attacks, cardiac a r r e s t s o ccurring 

20 i n th'-, community and cases of major trauma where 

21 any delay i n response of emergency personnel 

22 adversely a f f e c t s outcome. 

23 In cardiac arrests i n the community there 

24 have been 17 f a c t o r s i d e n t i f i e d as a-ffecting 

25 outcome. Of these, the most important f a c t o r 
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1 a f f e c t i n g outcome i s the time to cardiopulmonary 

2 r e s u s c i t a t i o n or CPR. 

3 The main reason t h a t S e a t t l e , Washington 

4 has che besc published s u r v i v a l races f o r cardiac 

5 a r r e s t s i s chat 60 percent of the c i t i z e n s know 

6 CPR, and most of the v i c t i m s receive CPR before 

7 EMS a r r i v e s . 

8 U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n Greater Cleveland area 

9 few c i t i z e n s know CPR. I might add t h a t ' s the 

10 reason why we put on a mass CPR t r a i n i n g program 

11 yesterday at Public H a l l to cry and increase che 

12 number of people who know CPR. 

13 Therefore, c i t i z e n CPR i s very uncommonly 

14 o c c u r r i n g when emergency personnel a r r i v e on scene 

15 of a cardiac a r r e s t e i t h e r i n Lakewood or i n 

16 Cleveland. 

17 The second most important f a c t o r i s the 

18 time to d e f i b r i l l a t i o n m cases of v e n t r i c u l a r 

19 f i b r i l l a t i o n . These are cases where the heart i s 

20 q u i v e r i n g versus j u s t at a s t a n d s t i l l . j 
1 

21 Not a l l cardiac a r r e s t s are i n v e n t r i c u l a r ' 

22 f i b r i l l a t i o n , but the s h o r t e r che response cime of ' 

23 emergency personnel che more l i k e l y che p a t i e n t i s 

24 to be i n v e n t r i c u l a r f i b r i l l a t i o n , ain - u r v i v a l i s i 

I 
25 f a r b e t t e r i n cases of v e n t r i c u l a r f i b r i l l a t i o n i Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
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1 than i n other heart rhythms associated w i t h 

1 

1 
2 cardiac a r r e s t . 

3 The next most important f a c t o r i n s u r v i v a l 

4 of cardiac a r r e s t i s the time to i n i t i a t i o n of j 

5 basic l i f e support and advanced l i f e support. The I 

6 c a p a b i l i t y to d e f i b r i l l a t e i s always present with 

7 

8 

an advanced l i f e support u n i t and some basic l i f e 

support u n i t s , f o r example, our f i r e f i r s t 

9 responder u n i t s i n the C i t y of Cleveland have 

10 automatic d e f i b ; - i l l a t o r s t o all o w them to i n i t i a t e 

11 d e f i b r i l l a t i o n vhen a p p r o p r i a t e . 

12 For c p t m a l s u r v i v a l of cardiac a r r e s t s t.he 

13 American Heart Association has recommended the 

14 p a t i e n t receive basic l i f e support w i t h i n four 

15 minutes and advanced l i f e support w i t h i n e i g h t 

16 minutes . 

17 Although Lakewood does not ha.-e a high 

18 incidence of c i t i z e n CPR, t h e i r 1996 cardiac 

19 a r r e s t s t a t i s t i c s show a s u r v i v a l rate equal to 

20 chac of Sea t t l e , Washington. 

2 1 This i s m large p a r t due to a very r a p i d 

22 response on che pare of che Lakewood Police who 

2 3 begin CPR and Lakewood EMS whose average response 

24 time CO cardiac arrest _n the C i t y o-f Lakewood i s 

25 three t o four minutes. They can then i n i t i a t e j 
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1 basic l i f e support f o l l o w e d by advanced l i f e 
1 

2 support to r e s u s c i t a t e these v i c t i m s . 

3 What would be the e f f e c t of increasing from 

4 14 t r a i n s to 38 Crains per day chrough ehe Cicy of i 
5 Lakewood on EMS response times? T h i r t y - f o u r 

6 percent of a l l EMS c a l l s are f o r locations n o r t h 

7 of the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . 

8 Now, a c r a i n may scr e t c h a l l the way from 

9 West 117th beyond Webb Road. In such cases the 

10 only access from the h o s p i t a l to the north side of 

11 the tracks would be West C l i f t o n underpass. 

12 I f EMS were aware of t h i s t r a i n , response 

13 to the nost density populated p o r t i o n of the c i t y . 

14 t h a t i s the Gold Coast, would be i n excess of 

15 eight minutes. I f t h i s heart attack v i c t i m had 

16 received no basic or advanced l i f e support, the 

17 chance of s u r v i v a l w i t h t h a t kind of response time 

18 would be exceedingly low, i f not zero. 

19 However, the more l i k e l y scenario i s t h a t 

20 the u n i t responds and f i n d s t h e i r path blocked by 

2 1 a cram. Do chey curn around and f i n d an open 

22 crossing or dc chey waie f o r che crain to pass. 

23 In e i t h e r way, a cime delay occurs. 

i . 4 According co the Lakewood Police, a t r a i n 

25 
1 

blocks a s t r e e t t o r between two and f i v e minutes. 

— 1 
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1 Response cime Co a cardiac a r r e s t could be 

2 expected to increase by t h i s amount whether che 

3 u n i t chooses to wait or f i n d an a l t e r n a t e route. 

4 C l e v e l a i d EMS has c o l l e c t e d data on over 

5 3,000 cardiac a r r e s t s over the past f i v e years. 

6 E x t r a p o l a t i n g frora t h e i r data w i t h respect to 

7 changes i n response times a f f e c t i n g s u r v i v a l , 

8 increasing the response time of Lakewood EMS by 

9 two minutes would be expected to decrease the 

10 chances of s u r v i v a l of cardiac a r r e s t v i c t i m s by 

11 5 0 percent . 

12 I f response times were increased by four 

13 minutes, s u r v i v a l r a t e would be expected to 

14 decrease by 75 percent. 

15 Major trauma outcome i s a"so r e l a t e d to 

16 response time of EMS. In cases of major trauma, 

17 the most common immediately l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g 

18 c o n d i t i o n i s airway o b s t r u c t i o n . I f the 

19 o b s t r u c t i o n i s not r a p i d l y r e l i e v e d , s u r v i v a l i s 

20 u n l i r . e l y . 

21 Most airway o b s t r u c t i o n s can be r e l i e v e d by 

22 EMS personnel but o c c a s i o n a l l y can only be 

23 corrected i n the h o s p i t a l . 

24 Therefore, i n such cases dela.y i n response 

25 as well as delay i n route back t o the h o s p i t a l can 
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1 adversely a f f e c t the outcome of trauma p a t i e n t s . 

2 Thirty-eight t r a i n s per day would mean 

3 s l i g h t l y more than 1.5 t r a i n s per hour i f the 

4 t r a i n s were equally spaced through che day, which 

5 i s u n l i k e l y . 

6 One must also r e a l i z e that c a l l s f o r 

7 medical assistance are not uniform throughout the 

8 day, w i t h a few c a l l s being between the hours of 

9 midnight and 6 a.m. Therefore, the l i k e l i h o o d of 

10 being delayed i s gre a t e r than one would expect i f 

11 c a l l volume were uniform over the 24 hours. 

12 In my opinion, there i s no question that 

13 i n c r e a s i n g the number of t r a i n s through Lakewood 

14 would have a negative e f f e c t on the h e a l t h of the 

15 c i t i z e n s of Lakewood. 

1^ I t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t che FAA would allow an 

17 increase i n a i r t r a f f i c i f i t were shown that i t 

18 was d e f i n i t e l y a r i s k to tha health of the 

19 c i t i z e n s . 

20 Likewise, i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t the Federal 

21 Highway Commission would allow an i n t e r s t a t e to be 

22 constructed i f i t were known to be i n h e r e n t l y 

23 unsafe. 

2** Therefore, the Federal Railroad 

25 A d m i n i s t r a t i o n should not grant the increase i n 
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1 r a i l c r a f f i c through the City of Lakewood. 

2 Thank you very much. 

3 MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank you very much, 

4 Doctor. 

5 We're going t o move t h i s along. Fred 

6 DeGrandis i s our next speaker. He's the CEO of 

7 Columbia St. John West Shore H o s p i t a l . 

8 And I would also ask that anybody else 

9 speaking on behalf of the h o s p i t a l s come up f r o n t . 

10 That i s the l a s t p o r t i o n before we get i n t o some 

11 designated speakers from the communities and then 

12 over a hundred questions from the r e s i d e n t s so we 

13 have t o get everybody's question i n . 

14 So, Fred, thank you for being here. Fred 

15 DeGrandis. 

16 MR. DEGRANDIS: Thank you, Mayor 

17 J e l e p i s . 

18 On b e h a l f o f a l l of the h e a l t h c a r e 

19 p r o f e s s i o n a l s thac r e s i d e i n the West Shore area , 

20 I f i r s t wish t o e x p r e s s my deep a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r 

21 t h e l e a d e r s h i p shown by our p u b l i c o f f i c i a l s and 

22 communi ty l e ade r s t o seek a l t e r n a t i v e s t o t h e 

23 N o r f o l k Southern C o r p o r a t i o n p r o p o s a l . I t h i n k 

24 t h e y deserve our c o n t i n u e d suppor t a j i d c e r t a i n l y 

25 d e s e r v e a r e s o u n d i n g round of app lause f o r a l l che 
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1 help chey've given eo us and a l l the help they 

2 w i l l continue to give to us. 

3 I've had the honor t o serve i n management 

4 i n h o s p i t a l s on the west side at Lakewood and at 

5 St. John's since the e a r l y 80s. 

6 I also come here today speaking w i t h the 

7 background of the c i t y prosecutor of t h i s c i t y i n 

8 the l a t e 70s so I can t e l l you as one person i n 

9 f r o n t of you today t h a t I'm very f a m i l i a r w i t h the 

10 problems t h a t t h i s proposal would cause. 

11 C e r t a i n l y t r a i n t r a f f i c t h a t would increase 

12 by three times poses the kinds of t h r e a t s c l e a r l y 

13 a r t i c u l a t e d by Dr. David Lehtinen. 

14 Blocking of the crossings w i l l cause health 

15 care to be a f f e c t e d to i n d i v i d u a l s . 

16 A l l community h o s p i t a l s , as a l l of you i n 

17 t h i s room know, reside to the south of those 

18 r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . So there's no question that care 

19 w i l l be delayed. And as David again a r t i c u l a t e l y 

20 stated t h a t the tirae of treatment i s a c r i t i c a l 

21 f a c t o r i n the care of p a t i e n t s , and delay of 

22 treatment can cause serious h e a l t h harm. 

23 I t h i n k the question t h a t ' s i.> f r o n t of a l l 

24 of us today i s a balance of the commercial 

25 i n t e r e s t s as opposed to those s o c i a l i n t e r e s t s 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG & HODGE 



62 

1 which we r e p r e s e n t i n h e a l t h care and o t h e r s 

2 r e p r e s e n t i n q u a l i t y of l i f e i n communities. 

3 The balance i s c l e a r l y outweighed. T h i s 

4 p r o p o s a l must be r e j e c t e d i n o r d e r t o a f f o r d our 

5 c i t i z e n s t h e c o n t i n u i n g q u a l i t y of l i f e t h a t they 

6 deserve i n our communities and our h e a l t h care 

7 f a c i l i t i e s and our h e a l t h care p r o f e s s i o n a l s t o 

8 c o n t i n u e t o p r o v i d e and use t h e i r e x p e r t i s e so 

9 t h a t care can be p r o v i d e d p r o m p t l y , e f f i c i e n t l y , 

10 c o m p a s s i o n a t e l y and i n a way t h a t can do what i t ' s 

11 supposed t o do, giv e every p e r s o n the o p p o r t u n i t y 

12 t o save t h e l i f e when the h e a l t h p r o f e s s i o n a l s ' 

13 e x p e r t i s e i s c a l l e d i n t o p l a c e . 

14 Thank you very much. 

^5 MS. WARNER: Good a f t e r n o o n . My 

name i s Joanne Warner. I'm an RN at St. John West 

17 Shore emergency room. i have been i n emergency 

medicine f o r 23 years, and I'm a l s o a c i t i z e n of 

the C i t y of Lakewood so I have p r o f e s s i o n a l and 

pe r s o n a l reasons f o r coming here today. 

"-^ s l l years of e x p e r i e n c e o b v i o u s l y 

22 I've d e a l t w i t h many l i f e and death s i t u a t i o n s 

c o u n t l e s s times, and che o l d c l i c h e , which I 

b e l i e v e we've heard a l r e a d y coday, time i s of the 

25 essence, i s never more adequate a c c u r a t e than when 
L 
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you're d e a l i n g w i t h h e a l t h care issues. 

I work c l o s e l y w i t h the emergency squads, 

3 and I know the value of the work t h a t chey do 

4 every day, and che quick response i s ehe key here 

5 i n reaching people chac are i n diseress, and le's 

6 ehe foremost important f a c t o r i n s u r v i v a l . 

7 They're able to begin emergency care and 

8 e f f e c t i v e l y t r e a t thf- person u n t i l reaching the 

9 ER; whereas, we can take over upon t h e i r a r r i v a l 

10 and continue the work t h a t they've s t a r t e d and 

11 proceed to continue w i t h l i f e s a v i n g measures. 

12 Reaching the h o s p i t a l q u i c k l y and being 

13 able to work w i t h the p a t i e n t i n a c o n t r o l l e d 

14 atmosphere such as an emergency room i s the i d e a l 

15 s i t u a t i o n . 

16 Also though, u n f o r t u n a t e l y , which I see 

many times i n p o t e n t i a l l y c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n s , 

people do not activat:. the 911 system, and they 

19 d r i v e themselves or have someone else drive them 

20 to the h o s p i t a l noc r e a l i z i n g whac a poeeneially 

21 dangerous s i e u a t i o n t h i s i s . 

22 I have experienced over the years 

23 s i t u a c i o n s where someone d r i v e s up co che door of 

4 the emergency room l a y i n g on the horn asking f o r 

help w i t h a person t h a t ' s e i t h e r c r i t i c a l or has, 
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1 i n f a c t , had a cardiac a r r e s t . 

2 I've had parents^ run i n t o the emergency 

3 room c a r r y i n g babies t h a t are not b r e a t h i n g . In 

4 a l l these h o r r i b l e s i e u a t i o n s l i f e s a v i n g measures 

5 have already been delayed; and i f these people had 

had to endure any f u r t h e r delay i n g e t t i n g to the 

h o s p i t a l s , t h e i r chances of s u r v i v a l would be 

8 g r e a t l y reduced or impossible. 

9 So I f e e l t h a t when we're t a l k i n g about 

human l i f e , time t r u l y i s of :he essence, and 

11 minutes or minutes of delay can d e f i n i t e l y make 

12 the d i f f e r e n c e between l i f e or death. Thank you. 

13 MR. SILLASEN: Good afternoon, 

14 everybody. My name i s B i l l S i l l a s e n , and I'm 

15 coming to you today t o speak w i t h 18 years 

16 experience i n the EMS f i e l d . 

As a paramedic I've worked s;.x of those 

years as an EMS coo r d i n a t o r at St. John West Shore 

H o s p i t a l so I f e e l I've seen my share of the 

20 adverse e f f e c t s t h a t time does cause on the 

21 outcome of pacienc s u r v i v a l . 

22 Time i s of Che essence. You've heard i t 

23 severa times today already, but t e l l time to the 

24 p a t i e n t , che 42-year o l d male, faeher of three 

25 t h a t suddenly has had a heart a t t a c k shovelino 
I 
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1 snow. The squad has a r r i v e d . They've put t h e i r 

2 intravenous l i n e s i n . They have put tubes i n t o 

3 the lungs m order to breathe f o r the p a t i e n t , and 

4 ever y t h i n g seems to be going f i n e u n t i l we're 

5 stopped by that t r a m . You t e l l that to the 

6 f a t h e r , t e l l that to the c h i l d r e n of that f a t h e r . 

/ T e l l i t to the mother who j u s t d e l i v e r e d 

8 her f i r s t c h i l d and t h a t c h i l d i s not breat h i n g . 

9 The c h i l d needs oxygen immediately, d i f f i c u l t to 

10 v e n t i l a t e the c h i l d because of airway 

11 o b s t r u c t i o n s , and now we're delayed by a t r a i n . 

12 I t ' s going to be tough to ex p l a i n to that mother 

13 what r e a l l y happened. 

14 A f t e r three to f i v e minutes i r r e v e r s i b l e 

15 b r a i n damage occurs. W i t h i n seven minutes t h a t i s 

16 imminent. A l l delayed. 

17 How about the cheerleader that was r e c e n t l y 

18 st r u c k down i n the parking l o t at one of the l o c a l 

19 high schools. The blood pressure was very low. 

20 We've done everything we can. and again we're 

21 stopped by a t r a m . These people do need 

22 immediate care. 

23 Paramedics also have to deal w i t h delayed 

24 problems that they cannot c o n t r o l ?uch as adverse i 

2 5 weather conditions, i n c r e a s i n g t r a f f i c as "he 1 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG & HODGE 



66 

1 population increases and c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t seems 

1 

to be going on a l l the time. These f a c t o r s cannot 

3 be c o n t r o l l e d . Please do not add a f o u r t h f a c t o r j 

4 by increasing chac c r a i n c r a f f i c on chose cracks. 

5 Thank you. 

6 DR. PELLINI: I'm Dr. David 

7 P e l l i n i . I'm chairman of emergency medicine f o r 

8 Fairview Hospical. 

9 I'd juse l i k e co add a few add i e i o n a l 

10 observations to the other f o l k s t h a t have very 

11 s u c c i n c t l y expressed our concerns as he a l t h care 

12 providers i n Western Cuyahoga County. 

13 I have three b i g concerns here. One i s the 

14 increased r i s k of accidents t h a t can occur. I've 

15 had che experience of caking care of v i c t i m s of 

16 \-ehicle versus c r a m accidents. They're 

17 devastating. They're f r i g h t e n i n g , and the 

18 paciencs chac do su r v i v e f r e q u e n t l y have long and 

19 ( i i i f f i c u l t recoveries and permanent d i s a b i l i t i e s . 

20 I f I look at the crossings and che safe t y 

21 f a c t o r s i n our own communities today, I chink 

22 they're not adequate. I look at them as a 

23 physician. I look at them as a f a t h e r and a 

24 husband, and I worry about t h a t k i n d cf accident. 

25 My second concern r e l a t e s to the time to 
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t r e a t m e n t . Besides the t h i n g s t h a t have a l r e a d y 

been mentioned here, we're c u r r e n t l y measuring our 

3 success f c r c a r d i a c care, f o r s t r o k e care, f o r 

4 trauma care i n ninuces and i n p o r e i o n s of mmuees. 

5 We cimpj our care and che a b i l i e y eo d e l i v e r 

6 new creaemencs and new m o d a l i e i e s i n v e r y small 

i n c r e m e n t s . The two minutes, t he t h r e e minutes, 

the f i v e mmuce d e l a y t h a t might occur f o r these 

p a t i e n t s might make the d i f f e r e n c e between being 

a b l e t o s u c c e s s f u l l y d e l i v e r them a new method, 

11 one of the new methods of t r e a t m e n t f o r one of 

12 these problems, these l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g d e v a s t a t i n g 

13 m e d i c a l problems or whether they don't r e c e i v e 

14 t h a t t r e a t m e n t and go on t o have s e r i o u s problems. 

15 The t h i r d concern t h a t I ' d l i k e t o express 

here i s the a b i l i t y of our h e a l t h care p r o v i d e r s 

cc gee eo ehe h o s p i e a l s . We r e l y f o r crauma care 

8 

9 

10 

16 

17 

18 and c a r d i a c care and scroke care on s p e c i a l i s t s t o 

19 be a b l e t c reach the h o s p i t a l i n a v e r y prompt 

0 manner, and those e x t r a minutes g e t t i n g chem chere | 

Co h e l p ehe p a c i e n t s who have m u l t i p l e complex 

problems and a s s i s t us, the emergency care 

23 p r o v i d e r s , m i m p r o v i n g c h e i r q u a l i t y of l i f e 

4 c o u l d be s e v e r e l y impacted. 

25 And I would l i k e che Board and ehe 

Karen E. Fis h e r , RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG & HODGE 



68 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

2 2 

23 

24 

25 

communities and the r a i l r o a d t o pl e a s e take a l l 

these i n t o account when you're making your 

d e c i s i o n s about i m p a c t i n g the q u a l i t y of l i f e f o r 

our communities. 

Thank you. 

DR. HASTINGS: I'm Dr. H a s t i n g s , 

chairman of Lakewood H o s p i t a l emergency 

department. 

I t h i n k Dr. P e l l i n i has made some e x c e l l e n t 

o b s e r v a t i o n s . Dr. L e h t i n e n a l s o made one very 

i m p o r t a n t o b s e r v a t i o n , and t h a t ' s t h a t t h e C i t y of 

Lakewood has a lo n g , w e l l - k e p t s e c r e t , and t h a t ' s 

t h a t we have o u t s t a n d i n g r e s u l t s from c a r d i a c 

r e s u s c i t a t i o n , and t h a t ' s because we're a very 

s m a l l , c o n c e n t r a t e d area w i t h a l a r g e number of 

people w i t h a v e r y good EMS system which i s able 

t o access and p r o v i d e h e a l t h care on a r a p i d basis 

t o t he c i t i z e n s of our community. 

I f our community i s severed i n h a l f or i n 

t h i r d , we're not go i n g t o be abl e co p r o v i d e t h a t 

same l e v e l of care i n che f u c u r e . That's a great 

ccncern t o us . 

A l s o , the a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e h e a l t h care 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s who we need t o come i r i and p r o v i d e 

a d d i t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e m our emergency room 
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1 
1 
1 

department or a level-two h o s p i t a l t h a t sees over 1 
1 

2 40,000 p a t i e n t s per year or a trauma center, we j 

3 need co have access co our physicians Co come i n ! 

4 ana help cue at a l l d i f f e r e n t times of the day and 

5 n i g h t . 
j 

6 And t h i r d l y , I'm very concerned about the j" 

7 amount of hazardous m a t e r i a l s t h a t may be i 

8 t r a n s m i t t e d through our very densely populated 

9 area. How are we going t o cope w i t h evacuating, 

10 t r e a t i n g v i c t i m s as w e l l as get t i m e l y 

11 transmission of people i n and out of our 

12 department. 

13 So I'd l i k e to say th a t a l l of these things 

~ 14 are of great concern to us. 

15 Thank you. 

16 DR. RANDT: My name i s George Randt. ' 

17 I'm a physician s p e c i a l i s t i n i n t e r n a l medicine 

18 and prevencacive medicine, and I re s i d e i n Bav 

19 V i l l a g e , I've been a long-term r e s i d e n t of Bay 

20 V i l l a g e . In f a c t , I grew as a boy f r e q u e n t l y 

21 p l a y i n g on the cram cracks between Westlake and 

22 Bay V i l l a g e . ; 
i 

23 T h i r t y - n i n e t r a i n s a day, t h a t averages ouc 

24 to a t r a i n every 37 minutes t r a v e l i n g through t h i s 

25 densely populated area as you have understood. | 
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I hadn't r e a l l y thought about that issue of 

t o x i c s p i l l s , but I t h i n k i t probably wouid be a 

good idea f o r Norfolk and Southern to provide a l l 

the residents of Bay V i l l a g e w i t h boats on the 

n o r t h shore so they can evacuate across Lake Erie 

i f t h i s s i t u a t i o n happens because we won't be able 

to go anywhere else. That's f o r sure. 

The concept seems to be pure and simple, 

and I would appreciate the o p p o r t u n i t y to a mental 

status exam on the i n d i v i d u a l who conceived t h i s 

plan. 

Increasing the number of t r a i n s t r a v e l i n g 

along the southern border of Bay V i l l a g e from 13 

to 39 a day i s going to have the f o l l o w i n g 

negative e f f e c t s , h e a l t h e f f e c t s on the c i t i z e n s 

of Bay V i l l a g e : 

Number one, reduced q u a l i t y of l i f e due to 

increased noise and a i r p o l l u t i o n ; secondly, an 

increased frequency of sleep disturbances due to 

t r a m w h i s t l e s and noises. 

I f you're l i v i n g only 14 f e e t , as was 

mentioned before, from the r a i l r o a d tracks, you've 

got to have a tremendous amount of v i b r a t i o n . 

There's going to be a tremendous increase i n 

v i b r a t i o n s t r e s s f o r those l i v i n g close to the 
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1 r a i l r o a d cracks. 

2 There's going to be an increase i n t r a f f i c 

3 jam. I t ' s not ] u s t now long i t takes the cram co 1 

4 cross che cracks obviously. IC's how many cars 

5 are waicmg eo cross afcer ehe c r a i n has pessed. 

6 And chere's an mcerseccion I cross every 

7 day as I'm b i k i n g back and for e h to work at che 

8 corner of Bradley Road and I t h i n k i t ' s Nagle Road 

9 where Bradley and ."^agle i n t e r s e c t , and there are a 

10 l o t of residents t h a t come from Avon Lake to 

11 Bradley to get over to 1-90, and several times I 

12 found myself i n the process of going from south to 

13 north on Bradley s i t t i n g i n the middle of a 

14 r a i l r o a d t r a c k w a i t i n g f o r cars to t u r n l e f t to 

15 get onto Nagle Road. 

16 I don't know how many of you have a c t u a l l y 

17 sac m your car i n che middle of a r a i l r o a d crack. 

18 buc IC's a very d i s c o m f o r t i n g f e e l i n g . 

19 From a medical standpoint, a number of 

20 points have already been r a i s e d . I t h i n k that 

21 t h i s i s going to r e s u l t m s i g n i f i c a n t and 

22 numerous l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g delays i n EMS vehicle 

23 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of Bay V i l l a g e r e s i d e n t s from t h e i r 

24 homes or apartm^ents to a h e a l t h care f a c i l i t y , and 

25 these delays are of inc r e a s i n g importance based on 
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1 current medical p r i n c i p l e s of e a r l y r e c o g n i t i o n 

2 and treatment of heart attacks and what we c a l l --

3 someone c a l l e d now b r a i n attacks or strokes. 

4 As an example, I had a lady that had a 

5 stroke i n my o f f i c e the other day, and t h i s i s 

6 r e a l l y the f i r s t time t h a t t h i s had happened to 

7 me; and because she had t o t a l l y wiped out her l e f t 

8 side of her body, t o t a l l y f u n c t l o n l e s s , we c a l l e d 

9 the EMS, we c a l l e d the n e u r o l o g i s t , got her to the 

emergency room. She was given TPA, the c l o t 

11 buster. Within several hours she had t o t a l 

12 recovery of the l e f t side of her body. 

13 Now, i t ' s the sort of t h i n g t h a t w i t h 

14 prompt r e c o g n i t i o n through p u b l i c education, 

15 prompt evacuation w i t h the EMS service and prompt 

16 emergency room and h o s p i t a l treatments we're able 

17 to do today i n medicine what we couldn't do 

18 before. 

19 We have the advantage now of being able to 

20 save heart muscle and save b r a i n t i s s u e and 

21 urgency i s c r i t i c a l . This requires prompt, as I 

22 said, r e c o g n i t i o n , prompt 911 c a l l s and immediate 

23 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to the h o s p i t a l f o r eva l u a t i o n and 

2 4 t reatment. 

25 In summary, 39 crains a day i s a bad, bad. 
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1 thoughtless, inhuman proposal chat w i l l reduce the 

2 h e a l t h and l o n g e v i t y of the c i t i z e n s of Bay 

3 V i l l a g e , Rocky River, lakewood and Cleveland. 

4 Thank you. 

5 MAYOR JELEPIS: Okay. I want co 

6 chank a l l che speakers chae have spoken up to t h i s 

7 p o i n t . 

8 Now we're at the point now where we have 

9 sone selected i n d i v i d u a l s from a couple of che 

10 communities, and we're going to have your 

11 questions now. We're going to l i m i t i t t o two 

12 minutes per question, and we have w e l l over a 

13 hundred questions here. I f your q u e s t i o n has been 

14 answered or i f your comments have been already 

15 s t a t e d , you might want to -- I ' l l c a l l your name 

16 and i f you choose noc Co respond or i f you say 

17 IC's been answered already, chat's f i n e , but two 

18 minutes maximum and watch Jim. 

19 And because t h i s i s a hearing, a meeting I 

20 should say Chat Adrr.inistrator M o l i t o r i s has 

21 g r a c i o u s l y agreed to come to, we cannot d i r e c t l y 

22 ask her questions. We need to j u s t read your 

23 concern for the record. Okay. But because chis 

24 very w e l l could end up in l i c i g a t i o n and f u r t h e r 

25 hearings down the road, she's not at l i b e r t y co 
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1 answer quescions at t h i s time. 

2 So she's here to l i s t e n . I f you have 

3 questions or comments, read thera and then those 

4 w i l l be addressed at a l a t e r date. 

5 Okay. So w e ' l l s t a r t o f f now w i t h E l v i r a 

6 Wieland. President of the Gold Coast Condominium 

7 As s o c i a t i o n i n Lakewood. 

8 MS. WIELAND; The Cooperative i s an 

9 o r g a n i z a t i o n which i s concerned w i t h the 

10 w e l l - b e i n g and welfare of thousands of people, a 

11 l a r g e percentage of whom are senior c i t i z e n s . 

12 My husband and I are senior c i t i z e n s and 

13 are concerned about emergency ambulance service 

14 response. Yc hc^rd a l o t about t h a t . 

15 He i s a heart p a t i e n t and minutes can be 

16 the d i f f e r e n c e between l i f e and death. Rerouting 

17 che ambulance would add a great deal of time to 

18 the response should the tr a c k s be blocked by a 

19 passing t r a i n . 

20 Also, we have a son w i t h a wife and a nine 

21 month o l d i n f a n t who l i v e three houses from the 

22 r a i l r o a d tracks. The noise and p o l l u t i o n are not 

23 conducive to r a i s i n g a f a m i l y . 

24 Lakewood has always been a fa m i l y community 

25 neighborhood and should continue t h a t course. 
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1 MS. TREPAL: Good afternoon, 

2 Ad m i n i s t r a t o r M o l i t o r i s , honorable elected 

3 o f f i c i a l s and he l l o everyone. My name i s Chris 

4 Trepai. I'm che execucive a i r e c c o r of che Earch 

5 Day CoaliCion. I'm also a residenc of Lakewood, 

6 and my house i s north of the t r a c k s . 

7 According Trains magazine, f e d e r a l 

8 o f f i c i a l s are worried about the f u t u r e . They're 

9 t u r n i n g t h e i r a t t e n t i o n not j u s t to equipment but 

10 to human problems such as f a t i g u e and the 

11 p o s s i b i l i t y that employees w i l l be subjected co 

12 harassment to keep t r a i n s moving. 

13 There i s us u a l l y no backup f o r the t r a i n 

14 safety crew. Less than f i v e percent of r a i l r o a d 

15 mileage i s equipped w i t h any form of auton.atic 

16 t r a i n c o n t r o l . MOSL of t h a t i s o l d and hard to 

17 maintain. Such a s i t u a t i o n would never be 

18 t o l e r a t e d on an a i r l i n e . End of quote from. Trains 

19 maga z i ne. 

20 I'm going to l i m i t my remarks to two 

21 environmental hazards of the impacts of the 

22 increased r a i l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , hazardous waste and 

23 r a d i o a c t i v e waste being t r a n s p o r t e d to the 

24 second-most populated c i t y i n the co.untry. 

25 I^'s my guess t h a t the po p u l a t i o n 
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1 represented here today trom the West Shore 

2 r e s i d e n t i a l communities does not e x i s t anywhere 

3 else i n che porcion of che east/west c o r r i d o r . 

4 According to U.S. News, nea r l y once an hour i 

5 almost every day i n the U.S. t r a i n s c o l l i d e w i th 

6 each other oi slam i n t o cars. Despite r a i l r o a d 

7 p r o t e s t a t i o n s , gove-nment records show that 

8 frequency of accidents per m i l l i o n t r a i n miles has 

9 remained v i r t u a l l y unchanged since 1987. So 

10 t h a t ' s the safety record. 

11 Chemical product shipments have increased 

12 almost 30 percent from 1991 to 1995 to a current 

13 1,8 m i l l i o n car loadings shipped. The p-oposal to 

14 t r i p l e t r a i n t r a f f i c through the second most 

15 densely populated c i t y w i l l , i n t u r n , t r i p l e our 

16 r i s k f a c t o r s . 

17 We need to have access to che merge 

18 company's chemical flow data, r a i l yard inspection 

19 r e p o r t s environmental a u d i t s and r i s k 

20 assessments. 

21 Chemical r a i l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s exempt from 

22 important f e d e r a l and community Right - To - Know 

23 laws. We have no r i g h t to know what i s being 

24 t r a n s p o r t e d to our community. Some states do 

25 r e a u i r e these needed d i s c l o s u r e s . I t ' s our 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



• 77 

X recomm.endation t o t h e F e d e r a l Government, the 

S t a t e of Ohio and t o l o c a l governments t h a t these 

3 imporcane communicy s a f e g u a r d s be e s e a b l i s h e d and 

4 en f o r c e d . 

I have a l o c of recommendaeiens. Also, I 

1 

would l i k e co lec you know chac Che currene p l a n 

of ehe U.S. Deparcmene of Energy i s co s h i p 2,063 

8 n u c l e a r wasce shipmenes chrough che Cicy of 

Lakewood, ease and wese e r a n s p o r t . We need cc 

10 co n s i d e r chae, and I ' l l j u s t end my cestimony and 

11 submit w r i t t e n comments. 

12 Thanks. 

13 MR. SMITH: Thank you Mayor Cam and 

14 Congressman K u c i n i c h and the r e s t of the panel f o r 

15 p u t t i n g chis on coday. 

16 My name i s Tom Smich. I'm noc here 

17 r e p r e s e n c m g che whole S i e r r a Club. I'm a 

18 homeowner i n Lakewood l i v i n g ac 1528 Elmwood. 

19 Jusc p r i o r m 19'̂ 6 my w i f e Pam and I were r e n t e r s 

20 r i g h t next co che c r a c k s , and we d i d enjoy che few 

21 c r a i n s chat passed by a t t h a t time p o i n t i n g them 

•̂ 
out t o our l i t t l e boy. 

23 I'm c h a i r of t u c N o r t h e a s t Ohio S i e r r a Club 

24 Urban Sprawl Committee. The goal of our committee 

2ii i s t o support p o l i c i e s t h a t w i l l p r e s erve r u r a l 
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1 areas and r e v i t a l i z e older urban areas. 

2 To f u r t h e r these goals our committee has 

3 supported ideas such as compact development, r a i l 

4 and mass t r a n s i t and re g i o n a l planning. 

5 With i t s v a r i e t y of homes and businesses 

6 Lakewood i s an i d e a l compact community. As a 

7 former s t r e e t car community, i t would be a perf e c t 

8 l o c a t i o n f o r commuter r a i l service. 

9 What concerns me personally i s the 

10 a r b i t r a r y nature of the decision or what appears 

11 to be the coming a r b i t r a r y nature of the deci s i o n 

12 to r a d i c a l l y increase the amount of i n d u s t r i a l 

13 r a i l t r a f f i c through a r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. 

~ 14 The main t h i n g I've learned i n working on 

15 land issues i s the necessity of r e g i o n a l planning 

16 i n v o l v i n g a l l p a r t i e s and t h e i r i n t e r e s t s o f t e n 

17 leading to end r e s u l t s thac may be vory d i f f e r e n t 

18 from where people o r i g i n a l l y s t a r t e d . 

19 I noticed t h a t the se l f - c l a i m e d messengers 

20 who were here e a r l i e r made a statement about the 

r a i l r o a d business being very competitive. To me I 

22 fear t h a t t h i s i s a precursor to a statement l a t e r 

23 on once ownership i s established about, w e l l , you 

24 know how competitive t h i s business i s , and we 

25 r e a l l y d i d n ' t want to do t h i s , but i t looks l i k e 
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w e ' l l have t o. 

I have watched a number of land use 

arguments. There are no winners, and the whole 

community s u f f e r s i n chose cases where one parcy 

adopcs an aceicude of I own chis propercy, I have 

a l e g a l righe eo do chis, go pound s a l t . 

I hope our experience i n Lakewood w i l l be 

3 d i f f e r e n t , and perhaps i t might be necessary f o r 

Q those i n a u t h o r i t y over d ecisions lil'.e t h i s to put 

10 I some r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h i s proposed f u t u r e 

11 ownership. 

12 Thank you. 

13 MS. SWEENEY: Good afternoon, ladies 

14 and gentlemen. My name i s Debra Sweeney. I am 

15 the President of Lakewood PTA Council, a past 

16 President of Lakewood Presciiool PTA and a current 

17 member of both Harding Middle School PTSA and 

IS Madison Elementary PTA. I have been a member of 

19 PTA f o r eleven years. I am also a concerned 

20 mother of three school-aged c h i l d r e n . 

21 As a PTA member, I am deeply concerned f o r 

22 the s a f e t y of Che c h i l d r e n when they cross the 

23 t r a c k s . I n Lakewood there are e i g h t p u b l i c and 

24 p r i v a t e schools t h a t are close t o the t r a c k s . For 

25 these schools the c h i l d r e n must access the cracks 
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1 on a d a i l y basis. 

In the State of Ohio there are fewer than a 

3 dozen school d i s t r i c t s that do not provide j 

4 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The Lakewood school d i s i t r i c t does 

5 not use buses f o r i t s nearly 10,000 school 

6 c h i l d r e n . Lakewood c h i l d r e n must e i t h e r walk or 

7 f i n d a l t e r n a t i v e modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

8 When our c h i l d r e n walk t o school, they 

Q f r e q u e n t l y use the t r a i n t r a c k s . Even though 

10 r a i l r o a d s a f e t y education i s provided t o 

11 elementary students, i t i s q u i c k l y f o r g o t t e n when 

12 they reach middle school where i t receives no 

13 formal reinforcement. 

~ 14 Middle and high school c h i l d r e n are much 

15 less s a f e t y conscious. One of the s c a r i e s t s i t e s 

16 f o r a mother i s co see a teenager walking down the 

17 t r a c k w i t h t h e i r Walk-Man b l a s t i n g . 

18 Older c h i l d r e n are warned against 

19 trespassing on the tracks d a i l y by the p o l i c e 

20 department. The r a i l r o a d s a f e t y education they 

21 learned as a c h i l d i s q u i c k l y f o r g o t t e n or never 

learned i f they moved here frora another school 

2 3 d i s t r i c t . 

24 Today, the National PTA has no educational 

25 m a t e r i a l s co supplement m a t e r i a l s from the Ohio 

• Karer E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



31 

1 Department of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n because very few 

2 school d i s t r i c t s i n the country have such a need. 

3 Continuing education m a t e r i a l s are needed f o r 

4 f a m i l i e s and school c h i l d r e n cf a l l ages. 

5 Today, please remember t h a t eight Lakewood 

6 schools are very close to the t r a c k s and that 

7 hundreds of students cross them d a i l y and ask 

8 y o u r s e l f i f they w i l l be a f f e c t e d by increased 

9 t r a i n t r a f f i c . 

10 Thank you. 

11 MR. O'NEIL: H i . My name John 

12 O'Neil. I'm the a d m i n i s t r a t o r at Bradley Road 

13 Nursing home which i s very close t o the tracks on 

14 Bradley Road. We have 126 r e s i d e n t s and soon to 

15 open 33 assisted l i v i n g u n i t s . I also l i v e behind 

16 the nursing home and I have four c h i l d r e n . 

17 Safety i s always an issue not only at home 

18 but also at work f o r me. The c i t y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

19 and Mayor Jelepis had worked to increase the 

20 number of sidewalks i n our coramunity. However, we 

21 end up having two way:? to go, one the r a i l r o a d 

22 t r a c k s and che ocher inco our cown. 

23 Safety, chere again, i s now even more of an 

24 issue since there's more access t o the r a i l r o a d 

25 t r a c k s . 
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1 When we were young we d i d n ' t have much 

2 safety consciousness yet when the o l d t r f o l k s go 

3 f o r t h e i r walks i t also concerns me for saf e t y as 

4 we l l as. 

5 I hope t h i s proposal i s looked at c a r e f u l l y 

6 given the f a c t that safety i s always on our mirds, 

7 and t h i s i s an important issue f o r us th a t l i v e i n 

8 the.'3e communities. 

9 Thank you. 

10 MK. MAIER: Good afternoon to the 

11 panel members and to the audience. Special thanks 

12 to Congressman Kucini h and A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

13 M o l i t o r i s f o r agreeing to hold t h i s hearing. 

14 My name i s Howard Maier. I'm the Executive 

15 D i r e c t o r of the Northeast Ohio Areawide 

16 Coordinating Agency, NOACA. 

17 NOACA functions as the M e t r o p o l i t a n 

18 planning o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the f i v e counties of 

19 Cuyahoga, Geauga, Lake, Lorain and Medina. 

20 Under federal law we have r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

21 f c r m e t r o p o l i t a n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n planning and a i r 

22 q u a l i t y as i t rela t e s to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

23 We have a board of 37 e l e c t e d and appointed 

24 o f f i c i a l s which include mayors, c o u n c i l members, 

25 county commissioners, county engineers, t r a n s i t 
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1 o f f i c i a l s and others. j 

^ I'd l i k e to thank Mayors Cain, Jel e p i s and | 
i 

3 Urbm f o r b r i n g i n g t h i s p a r t i c u l a r issue to che j 

4 NOACA advocacy cask force and Co Che f u l l board 

5 who adopced a r e s o l u t i o n of and pledged agency 

6 resources to help revolve t h i s issue. • 

7 I'd l i k e to make a p o i n t . F i r s t of a l l , we 

8 recognize the need f o r f r e i g h t movement f o r 

9 economic p r o s p e r i t y i n t h i s region, but the 

10 o r g a n i s a t i o n , the agency of NOACA does have 

11 concerns about safety e s p e c i a l l y regarding the 

12 lack of grade separated crossings, the r e p a i r and 

13 maintenance of the e x i s t i n g r a i l r o a d bridges which 

"~ 14 we f i n d to be i n some s t a t e of d i s r e p a i r and also 

15 the l e n g t h of t r a i n s . 

16 I n a d d i t i o n to the added number and volume 

17 of t r a i n s , we have to consider the fa c t t h a t many 

18 of these t r a i n s would be longer, thus, adding co 

19 the s a f e t y issues t h a t have been raised e a r l y . 

20 NOACA has pledged i t s resources. We look 

2 1 forward to working cogether w i t h the r a i l r o a d s . 

22 w i t h che feder a l agencies, wich che seace and wich 

23 ehe l o c a l communities. 

24 I n conclusion, our region has. over 190 i 
1 

25 
1 

u n i t s of l o c a l oovernment, more u n i t s of ! 
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1 government than t h e r e are sovereign nations i n thp 

2 worid. We don't always agree, but I would say 

3 t h i s i s probably one issue where there i s 

4 agreement. So chank you very much. 

5 MAYOR JELEPIS: Our nexC speaker i s 

6 Clarence Monin. S i r , l e t me introd u c e you because 

7 I neglected to do so e a r l i e r . President of the 

8 Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers i n Cleveland 

9 I n t e r n a t i o n a l . I'm so r r y . 

10 MR. Monin: F i r s t , I'd l i k e to t e l l 

11 you how lucky you are to have A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

12 M o l i t o r i s here t o hear what you have to say when 

13 i t r e l a t e s to s a f e t y , and c e r t a i n l y her agency i s 

14 responsible f o r c o m p i l i n g the necessary data t h a t 

15 hopefully w i l l be used to i n f l u e n c e the d e c i s i o n 

16 that che Surface Transporcation Board w i l l 

17 consider l a t e r . 

18 I've known A d m i n i s t r a t o r M o l i t o r i s f o r a l l 

19 the years s h e s been the a d m i n i s t r a t o r the 

20 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and the only ]ob I t h i n k she 

21 probably would be more s u i t e d f o r would probably 

22 be che governor cf the s t a t e . 

23 There i s very l i t t l e , i f not anything, that 

24 I haven't heard today from the c i t i z e n s and the 

25 elected o f f i c i a l s assembled here. There's nothing 
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1 I take exceptions t o , and I don't t h i n k t h i s i s a 

2 forum f o r me to use to debate Mr. McCune and his 

3 entourage f o r some of the comments t h a t he said. 

4 This o r g a n i z a t i o n along w i t h other labor 

5 unions i n our i n d u s t r y over the l a s t 20 years and 

6 ever since i t became a pastime f o r these major 

7 r a i l r o a d s to see who could get bigger thcin the 

8 other, and i n each of those instances we have went 

9 to the Surface Transportation Board and also to 

10 the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission p r i o r to that 

11 agency and have argued, unsuccessfully spent 

12 l i t e r a l l y m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s t r y i n g to convince 

13 the ICC and now the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 

14 t h a t the a p p l i c a t i o n made by these mega-merger 

15 p r o p e r t i e s are doing absolutely nothing to improve 

16 the q u a l i t y of the service t h a t these r a i l r o a d s 

17 are responsible to provide i t s c i t i z e n s . 

18 I t has done nothing but enhance as I've 

19 heard today the concern of some c i t i z e n s t h a t 

20 perhaps the biggest and most h i g h - q u a l i t y reason 

2 1 t h a t the mergers are being sought f o r i s f o r 

22 higher p r o f i t s , and that w i l l be determined. 

23 Now, l i k e I say, we could argue chac a l l 

24 day, buc I wane eo calk eo aboue che safecy 

25 
1 

aspeccs of whac chese mega mergers have produced. 
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1 

1 

I f any one of you would l i k e eo, I can cake 

2 you a l l over c h i s councry Co g r a v e y a r d s and show 

3 you where r a i l r o a d workers are b u r i e d because of 

4 ehe a c c i d e n t s and i n c i d e n e s chae have happened i 

5 chae c o u l d have been avoided had not a mega merger 

6 been approved. 

7 Now, I know t h a t t h e r e has been t e s t i m o n y 

8 here t h a t t h i s m d u s t r y i s safe . M a t t e r of f a c t . 

9 t h e r a i l r o a d t h a t t e s t i f i e d here c l a i m e d t o have 

10 t h e s a f e s t r e i i l r o a d records s i n c e 1988. 

11 Well, not c n l y our union but e v e r y u n i o n 

12 t h a t re^jresents workers on the i n d u s t r y has 

13 a c t u a l l y r efused t o a t t e n d ceremonies t h a t the 

14 wardens have rendered t o these r a i l r o a d s because I 

15 know how safe chey a,re. 

16 I know i f you would care eo go w i c h me and 

17 I ' l l show you where some workers are b u r i e d j u s t 

18 t o demon.'^crace how safe c h i s r a i l r o a d i s . 

19 Juse i n ehe l a s t si.<: weeks, e i g h t weeks. 

20 t h e r e ' s been f o u r major c o l l i s i o n s t h a t have 

21 caused f a t a l i t i e s i n t h i s i n d u s t r y , and ac the 

2 2 l e v e ] of concern has ma g n i f i e d i t ' s because of the 

23 c o n d i t i o n s t h a t have been c r e a t e d based on mega 1 
1 

24 mergers t h a t have been approved by Che Su r f a c e 

25 T r a n s p O i ^ a i i o n Board. 
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1 Now, you r e a l l y have t o l e t me be as candid 

2 and honest w i t h you as you w i l l permit me. As 

3 concerned, and p r o p e r l y so, as your elected 

4 o f f i c e r s and o f f i c i a l s here are and as much as an 

5 a t t e n t i v e ear tha t the A d m i n i s t r a t o r i s lending 

6 f o r your concerns, wnich I'm sure she w i l l compile 

7 and make a statement and re p o r t to the Surface 

8 T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board on the two days she 

9 mentioned, one i n October and again i n February, 

10 e v e n t u a l l y i n June of next year, i t a l l comes down 

11 t o these r a i l r o a d s who operate i n every state east 

12 of the M i s s i s s i p p i . 

13 Can you imagine how many communities and 

14 how much influence a company t h a t size has on 

15 thr e e people? 

16 The decision on whether cr not t h i s merger 

17 w i l l be approved r e s t s i n the han 3 of three 

18 commissioners: Commissioner Morgan and 

19 Commissioner Owens and a vacancy t h a t e x i s t s r i g h t 

20 now on the Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board, and I do 

21 understand that there nas been an appointment 

22 nominee. Mr. Clyburn. 

23 But of a l l the attempts t h a t t h i s 

24 o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a l l _ of the other 

25 I l a b o r unions r e p r e s e n t i n g r a i l workers a l l over 
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1 t h i s country and communities as w e l l , we have 

2 never been successful i n convincing that three 

3 board commission that the a p p l i c a t i o n made by 

4 these r a i l r o a d s was suc c e s s f u l . Each and every 

5 one of have been denied. They move forward and 

6 granted each and every one of them. 

7 So i t a l l comes down to r i g h t now the 

8 a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l be considered and approved by 

9 j u s t those two i n d i v i d u a l s . Chairman Morgan and 

10 Commissioner Owens. So your work i s r e a l l y cut 

11 out f o r you, but I ' l l t e l l you one t h i n g . You got 

12 a comrade i n Army. I applaud you, and I 

13 appreciate you a l l being here. 

14 MS. POWERS: I'm Susan Powers. I'm 

15 a 15-year resident of the C i t y of Lakewood and a 

16 small business owner also i n Lakewood, and I'm 

17 here to respond on bebaif of the business 

18 community as President of the Lakewood Chamber of 

19 Comm.erce and myself as a re s i d e n t of the c i t y . 

20 I t ' s impossible i a Lakewood to separate out 

21 the businesses from the r e s i d e n t i a l area because 

22 they're so closely t i e d t o g ether. 

23 j As small business owners we are f i g h t i n g 

24 d a i l y to keep our businesses running,. Increasing 

25 t r a m t r a f f i c w i l l only prove to make our jobs 
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1 h a r d e r . I t w i l l be much more d i f f i c u l t t o ge^ 

2 customers and p a t i e n t s t o our businesses due t o 

3 i n c r e a s e d c o n g e s t i o n as people w a i t f o r c r a i n s eo 

4 pass i n an a l r e a d y h i g h l y congeseed downtown area. 

5 Most of our a p p r o x i m a t e l y eleven hundred 

6 businesses are l o c a t e d a h a l f b l o c k south of t h e 

7 t r a c k s . 

8 The p a t r o n s of these businesses who l i v e 

9 n o r t h of the t r a c k s may go t o more c o n v e n i e n t 

10 l o c a t i o n s t o buy s e r v i c e s and p r o d u c t s . 

11 Others a t t e m p t i n g t o go i n t o a much more 

12 congested downtown may a l s o choose t o go 

13 elsewhere. 

14 We a l s o have a niajor business t h a t 

15 s t r a d d l e s ^he t r a c k s . T h e i r a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o 

16 t h e i r own business w i l l be tampered by t r a i n s t h a t 

17 w i l l p o s s i b l y s t o p or pass by. 

18 We are not l a r g e businesses such as the 

19 r a i l r o a d . We can't make up '.,or revenues by 

20 d o w n - s i z i n g or r a i s i n g our r a t e s . We are s m a l l 

21 businesses t h a t are deeply a f f e c t e d by changes 

22 si.cil ds th e s e . 

23 Lakewood a l s o has a t l e a s t 15 businesses 

24 n o r t h of che cracks chae w i l l have s.ome problems. 

25 Thess? busi n e s s e s w i l l a l s o have the a d d i t i o n a l 
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1 problem of safety. How would emergency services 

2 such as p o l i c e , ambulance or f i r e reach them i f 

there i s a need? How q u i c k l y can they get to the j 
i 
I 

h o s p i t a l i f t h e y n e e d t o ? | 
I 

5 Another ma]or concern i s the tr a n s p o r t of 

6 hazardous waste through our community. What w i l l 

7 happen when a s p i l l occurs? Lakewood businesses 

8 w i l l have to evacuate too. This includes everyone 

9 from f l o r i s t s to phys i c i a n s , h o s p i t a l s and 

10 i n d u s t r y . 

11 We don't know what and how many ':hemicals 

12 are transported d a i l y . How oafe w i l l the 

13 community be a f t e r a s p i l l has occurred? 

14 I'm also a long-standing r e s i d e n t of 

15 Lakewood. I l i v e ten houses south of the tracks. 

16 The noise at times i s unbelievable e s p e c i a l l y at 3 

17 a.m., but of gr e a t e r concern i s the same as the 

18 businesses, evacuation. 

19 When I am forced to evacuate, w i l l I have 

20 time to get back t o my house? What can I take 

21 w i t h me? W i l l my neighbors be able to get out cn 

22 Lake Avenue, the only route out f o r chem? 

23 I have pue ehousands of d o l l a r s i n t o 

24 renovation and upkeep of my property.. W i l l 

25 increased trai.n c r a f f i c also become a problem f o r 
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1 my pr o p e r t y values? 

2 I hope the FRA and che r a i l r o a d w i l l 

3 conemue co work m che besc i n t e r e s t s of a l l of 

4 the communities tha t are concerned. 

5 MR. MOSIER: I want to thank Mayor 

6 J e l e p i s and the e n t i r e Board f o r l e t t i n g us speak 

7 today. 

8 I'm here p r e t t y much as a r e s i d e n t and a 

9 homeowner and a f a t h e r of Bay V i l l a g e . 

10 Last year I purchased a house j u s t a 

11 coupxe doors down from the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s and my 

12 wife and I knew f u l l w ell there would be t r a i n s , 

13 and we askod about i t , and we accepted the l e v e l 

14 of a f f i c . 

15 I a c t u a l l y grew up i n t h i s area and f i n a l l y 

16 got :o move back a f t e r 15 years, and we've heard a 

17 l o t of d i f f e r e n t things today and I don't want to 

18 be r e p e t i t i v e . 

19 I w i l l j u s t say t>''is one t h i n g . Adjacent 

20 to our neighborhood, which i s a r e l a t i v e l y new 

21 neighborhood i n Bay, there's a s i d i n g on che 

22 railroad track, and a few times a day a train will \ 

23 have to p u l l over and allow another one to pass i n i 
I 
! 

24 Che o p p o s i e e d i r e c e i o n . 

25 Q u i t e o f t e n these t r a i n s a c t u a l l y b l o c k one 
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1 of the major thoroughfares t o stop at a l i t t l e 

1 

2 convenient store and apparently get some 

3 refreshments f o r the engineers. 

4 Right now i t ' s a few times a week. I t ' s 

5 
1 

not a problem, but my problem i s i f you t r i p l e the j 

6 amount of t r a f f i c -- i t ' s a s i n g l e t r a c k , t r a i n s 

7 going i n both d i r e c t i o n s a l l the time, a l l day. 

8 There's going to be nearly c o n s t a n t l y t r a i n s 

9 s i t t i n g on that s i d i n g , and there's more than a 

10 dozen c h i l d r e n under the age of f i v e on our street 

11 and they love t r a i n s , as I d i d , and they s i t i n a 

12 l i t t l e t r e e by the tracks and count the t r a i n s as 

13 they go by, and I'm very f r i g h t e n e d t h a t some day 

14 soon one of those kids i s going to t r y t o climb on 

15 one of those t r a i n s s i t t i n g on th a t s i d i n g while 

16 they get t h e i r refreshments. 

17 So I don't know what else to say. I j u s t 

18 hope t h a t t h i s doesn't happen, and I want to chank 

19 eve.yone here, e s p e c i a l l y Congressman Kucinich and 

' 20 a l l che Mayors, and chae's a l l I have eo say. 

21 MAYOR JELEPIS: Thank you very 

much . 

23 MR. STANTON: For Che record, my 

24 1 name i s John Stanton. 29131 L i n c o l n Road, Bay 

2 5 i V i l l a g e , O h i o . 
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My f a m i l y and I have l i v e d i n Bay V i l l a g e 

f o r seven years, and that was a homecoming f o r my 

3 wife who grew up i n t h i s q u i e t and peaceful 

4 lakeside community, a place we l i k e to c a l l home. 

5 And now t h i s proposal f o r increased t r a i n t r a f f i c 

6 threatens t h a t peacefulness. 

7 We are a l l concerned about the t r a f f i c 

8 problems t h i s proposal w i l l cause, the noise, the 

decreased property values, but the issues t r u l y at 

10 hand i n my mind are these: 

11 F i r s t , an increase i n the h a u l i n g of 

12 hazardous ma t e r i a l s through these r e s i d e n t i a l 

13 suburbs . 

14 Second and most important i s the problem i n 

15 delaying or c u t t i n g o f f our emergency services. 

16 Bay V i l l a g e i s bordered to the n o r t h by Lake Erie 

17 and bordered to the south by these t r a c k s . 

18 My personal experience i s why I'm so 

19 against t h i s proposal and why I'm here today. 

20 Several years ago I was i n an auto accident m Bay 

21 V i l l a g e and suffered a severe head i n j u r y . I was 

22 l o s i n g a l o t of blood and needed to get t o a 

23 h o s p i t a l . The quickest route was over the Dover 

24 Center r a i l r o a d cracks. I was lucky, as there was 

25 no t r a i n b l o c k i n g that crossing. I t r y not to 
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1 t h i n k of the consequences had ther e been a t r a i n 

2 rhere at the time. 

3 As I said, I was lucky. What about another 

4 car accident, ar.other head i n j u r y , one of our sick 

5 c h i l d r e n or a heart v i c t i m ? Waiting four to f i v e 

6 i,-.inutes f o r a t r a i n could mean the d i f f e r e n c e 

7 between l i f e and death. 

8 These t r a i n s can and should be routed 

9 through less r e s i d e n t i a l , i n d u s t r i a l areas. 

10 Proposing to b r i n g these more frequent 

11 t r a i n s through our communities i s ludicrous. I 

12 ask you today on behalf of my f a m i l y to not l e t 

13 t h i s happen, and I promise you a l l from the 

14 r a i l r o a d s , as you can see here today, that i t w i l l 

15 not go unchallenged. 

16 MS. MCCORMICK: I am Lee McCormick, 

1'' 29445 Lake Road i - i Bay v i l l a g e . 

18 About a month ago I experienced what i s 

19 known as a TLA. A few f o l k s who do not know what 

20 t h a t i s , good f o r you. I t stands f o r tra n s i e n t 

21 ischemic attack, which means an i n t e r r u p t i o n of 

22 I the blood flow to some b r a i n c e l l s . 
I 

23 i I thought I knew what t h a t amounted to and 

24 d.idn't pay an awful l o t cf a t t e n t i o n . I resceu 

25 and made an appointment w i t h my PCP who chen 

Karen E. Fisher, RMR 
MORSE, GANTVERG Sc HODGE 



95 

1 r e f e r r e d me d i r e c t l y to a n e u r o l o g i s t who had seen 

-> me ten years before. 

3 At that cime I had had several TIAs and a 

4 stroke. The TIA means t r a n s i e n t ischemic att<ick. 

5 I f i t l a s t s more than a few minute*' or a fev/ 

6 hours, then that's a r t r o k e . 

7 The i n t e r r u p t i o n of the blood flow means 

8 that some of your c e l l s , b r a i n ce].ls are not 

9 g e t t i n g the blood they need and i f i t l a s t s very 

10 long, they die. Tnese are che c e l l s t h a t c o n t r o l 

11 some f u n c t i o n of your body. This l a s t one 

12 a f f e c t e d my voice and the a b i l i t y to connect the 

13 sign a l from my b r a i n t o my voice box. 

" ~' 14 When I saw the n e u r o l o g i s t and t o l d him 

15 what had happened and what we had aone. t h a t i s 

16 nothing e s s e n t i a l l y except make an appointment 

17 w i t h our PCP, my wi f e and I said, Is th a t okay? 

18 He said no, a b s o l u t e l y not. You should have gone 

19 d i r e c t l y to St. John West Shore H o s p i t a l emergency 

20 room, and they would have c a l l e d me or my 

21 associate on c a l l , and we would have sent a 

~i he", .c^oter over f c r you. 

23 We now have means f o r t r e a t i n g TIAs and 

24 tjtrokes chac work by d i s s o l v i n g c l o t s , but they 

2*̂  only work i f we get t o you i n a very short tima. 
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1 I i n t e r p r e t that as a bi g problem i f a delay 

2 occurs at a r a i l crossing. 

3 Thank you. 

4 MAYOR JELEPIS: While these people 

5 are coming up, I'd l i k e to at least acknowledge 

6 some of the people th a t are i n the audience t h a t 

7 are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s as w e l l , representative from 

8 Senator Mike DeWine's o f f i c e i s here, a 

9 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from Congressman Sherrod Brown's 

10 o f f i c e i s here. State Senator Patrick Sweeney i s 

11 here. State Representative Dan Brady, State 

12 Representative John Bender. Debbie Sutherland, 

13 Council President from Bay V i l l a g e . Dick M a r t i n , 

14 and Bay V i l l a g e Counsel, Mark VonKleper, Lakewood 

15 C i t y Counsel. Brian Flannery, Pam Smith. Tom 

16 Jordan, Brian Corrigan and Judge Pat C a r r o l l , and 

17 i f I missed anybody, I apologize. 

18 MR. KUZMA: My name is Dean Kuzma. 

19 I l i v e at 13638 Oakbrook Drive, North Royalton. 

20 Ohio, as f a r away from these tracks and t h i s 

21 county as you can get. 

22 My son was Christopher. He l i v e d at 14306 ' 

23 Lakewood Heights Boulevard, as far i n t h i s town as 

24 you can get from that r a i l , yet he died chere. j 

25 This IS a little impromptu. I didn't come ' 
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1 here to t a l k about s p o r t s , but I won't t e l l you 

2 what I t h i n k about che St e e l e r s . 

3 He was a j u n i o r PGA pro. His baseball team 

4 won the championship the year before he died. He 

5 also won the s p e l l i n g bee at his school, and he 

6 was a s t r a i g h t - A student. 

7 What happened on Cook Road on August 9th of 

8 1995 i n downtown Lakewood at 5:20 i n the afternoon 

9 to my son d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d hundreds of people and 

10 f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s from Maine to F l o r i d a and 

11 not to mention Jessica, the 12-year o l d g i r l t h a t 

12 was standing next t o him l i k e the Mayor here and 

13 witnessed the whole t h i n g and not to mention the 

14 26-year o l d g i r l t h a t got h i s h e a r t . 

15 Now, tne N a t i o n a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Safety 

16 Board came here two months a f t e r my son died, but 

17 they came here only a f t e r those seven c h i l d r e n 

18 were wiped out on a school bus m Chicago, and 

19 that happened one month a f t e r my son was k i l l e d . 

20 A f t e r that they decided to come here and inspect 

21 the crossings i n t h i s town, and there was not 

22 gaues there on Cook Road at the time, but there i s 

23 barricade there now, a l i t t l e l a t e . I t took my 

24 son's Llood to get I t t h e r e , 

2£' The p o t e n t i a l f o r i n j u r y or death i s r e a l 
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1 and could happen to any one of us ot any one of 

2 our c h i l d r e n . 

3 When they c a l l e d my ex-wife, his mother, 

4 and cold her whac had happened, she choughc i t was 

5 a prank phone c a l l and hung up. Only u n t i l a 

6 c r u i s e r p u l l e d up and the phone rang again two 

7 minutes l a t e r d i d the r e a l i t y sink i n . 

8 I have another daughter t h a t l i v e s i n t h i s 

9 town a l s o . I t i s r i d i c u l o u s to even consider t h i s 

10 proposal . There i s no room f o r expansion without 

11 improvement, and we know chat they do not want to 

12 spend any money because, heck, they d i d n ' t even 

13 send flowers to his f u n e r a l . 

14 Okay. I came here not to speak about his 

15 l i f e . I don't have 14 years. I came here to t e l l 

16 you t h a t he died and i t was r i g h t i n downtown, 

17 5:20 i n the afternoon. The t r a i n was going f a s t e r 

18 than you can d r i v e your car l e g a l l y down D e t r o i t 

19 Road. Okay. 

20 I want to thank everybody here f o r 

21 l i s t e n i n g to me and i n v i t i n g me here. 

22 MR. BROCK: I'm John Brock of l l l O 

23 Wilbert Road m Lakewood. 

24 I t ' s e n t i r e l y c o i n c i d e n t a l arid a p p a l l i n g . 

25 Mr. Kuzma. but I t h i n k as part of the e v i d e n t i a r y 
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