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COM MBI A. HUITII ( AKOI.I>A -Zit'iO'it 

ENViRONf̂ lENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 30, 1997 

M.iss Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Miss Kaiser: 

F i r s t and foremost, thank you f o r your l e t t e r 
of September 15, 1997 i n reply to mine of recent 
date. 

Here's my problem: You have two r a i l r o a d s t h a t 
are presently i n operation. One i s acquiring the 
other. 

The equation might be stated: one r a i l r o a d -i-
another r a i l r o a d = one r a i l r o a d . 

For the l i f e of me I cannot see how i t would 
take an organization such as yours more than twenty-
four hours to approve t h i s transaction. 

I than^: y.-̂u f c r your l e t t e r , and a reply t o 
t h i s one i s not desired. 

JGM/ttd 
cc: Senator Strom Thurmond 

Congressman Floyd Spence 

Yours very t r u l y , 
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ENVIRONfkir.NTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Thomas A. Kinney 
2 0 3 2 Lark .Street 
AV'-i • • • •• 
L a k ' -. - 4 4 1 
(21- •)• ; 

prot •• 
1J r p p .> -

•r op(.'S'^'1 1 r i . 

host, 
• • ' l i c i t - - I ' M 

Kf .'(If r r o m t h e r avaaes <̂ r 

t h e 
-iria havt-

- • : -1 i n t o r.' "1 
• ' •• • -• • '. Lakt=-wor,<i an ; 

- d t o b l ock N o r t . K 
t h t o u q h t h e c i t y : 

ar a-wbacKs r . i t i q m q t r o m t h e probabl te 
• ' • i ' o s t e r ous ( increas-^^'i 

• ;. : • jve vowed t o p ro t» - ( ' 
i n c r e a s e d t r a i n t r a f f i c . 

' ••ie o v e r h e a t e d rh-'--
n . l t b e i n q heJd hos taqf : 
M'iVemeJit o l qcoi is bv r 

• l o r t a t i o n i n t r as t r u c t ur 

on t h i s i s s u e , t h e c i t v o f 
bv q r e e d v r a i i r o a d cor r - ' ? ra te 
a ; , i s a v i t a l p a r t o t our 

. ; U i k l v I t i s p r e D o s t e r o u s 
I k e t r a i n s and b i d them 
• I t v h a v i n a a c t i v e r a i l 
i nconvf '^ i en re s r t r ^ •, 1 

• I , - - movement o f • ' 
' ed o t t t o i i n e . . 1 .• ; 

•' 1 •-• i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
3:iv pons i b 1 e p o l i t i c i a n 

such 1 •a: 

n needf:^ t o i : - , • 
5^lou 1 d not b-- .J . 

vijiserve tht.- ft-asonabxe s a l e t 
i t y of Lakewood and thousands 
to r a i l t r a i l i c and can cope 
c r e a t e s . 

. t r ,31 t i c then t h e r e i s 
to do so provided i t 

' precautions already i n 
ot other communities are 
w i t h any inconveniences 

Thon.a.-- A. Kinney 

cc: Mavor Madeline Cain/ Kep. Dennis K u c i n i c h 
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DOCUMENT 

Federal Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Section of Environnental .'.nalvsis 
19:5 K St;reet N.V. 
Washington. D.C. 20423 

Dear S i r : . Re: .No. FD 33385 

This l e t t e r i s .•ay p r o t e s t to the proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f i i c through the westshore conimunities fro.-3 12 
to approxiTiatel" 2 6 t r a i n s a day. 

.A3 a '--estshore r e s i d e n t , I s i n c e r e l y belie^,-e t h a t the 
safe:;/, h e a l t h and eccnomic i.^Tipact tha: t h i s proposal 
'••o'jli have on v i r t u a l l y a l l of us i n such a densely 
?'opulated area could be de'.-astatin<5. 

In c l o s i n g , 'while r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l r o l e i n our 
countrv, co!:ij'2on sense has to e.^^ist -rfhen the s a f e t y and 
••v'elfare of l i t e r a l l y thousands ot i n d i v i d u a l s and fami! 
3re a: stake. 

I thank, you f o r roadin-g ny l e t t e r and I hope t h a t an 
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n • v i l l be forthcoming i n the f u t u r e . 

' - nx e ->Y y , 

..u.-, : \V'\L S-Vl̂ ô x, -KJiiOoc 



September 2 V J 997 _ _ 

EN';;HONMENTAL 
I S Mjrlacc fnnsportation Bo.ira r \ C * f ^ t l l i a r - t . i f 
AII.N SKA-t inance Docket VIiH8 ^ U U U i V l c N T 
192' K >trtxt NW 
V\ashinj;ion. D( 2042 < 

Dear Sirs y 

M\ child!rcii) .• ' ^ J ^ j ^ r : * _ _ attend Uncoln l lenicntark School in L.akewood. Ohio 
Lincoln is nonH of the Nortolk Southeni railroad tracks Some ol the children ailcnding Lincoln must 
cross the tracks at least two limes a da> to get to and from school I here are 4f>{) children lhat attend 
Lincoln hiemeiiiarx 

Lakewood Hospital the closest and largest lire departmeni and the Police station are all located south of 
the tracks I hii>. a siopf)ed or slow nioMiig freighl tram could present emergenc> services trom reaching 
our children in an acceptable length ol time 1 his dela\ could cost a child their lite It could bc mv child 
I his IS wh\ I fe.;l stronglv againsl Ns increasing rail traiiic b> three lime or more It mav bc more .Mr 
Pal McC unc. VP Piihli>. Atlairs lor NS Corporation said hc could not guarantee that rail traific would 
not exceed thc i-ailroad s proposed average ol <1 to U, trains per dav .As NS's business increases it is 
more than likel, the above numbers ol trains through Lakewood and the West Shore area will increase 
also I his IS nof acceptable 

^ollow^^g arc the reasons wc. as a communm. canncM allowed this to occur 

I) Satetv - lor our children wlio cross the tracks dailv to go to school ihc library and parks 

21 C arrving ot fia/.ardous waste - includmg nuclear waste- would theoreticallv increase Irom the present 
number ol 2M «>4 cars pcr \ear (alreadv too high ol a number through our communitv) to over 7t>4 (MH) 
cars pcr vear hach car a potential threat to our children A studv done b> the Agencv ibr Nuclear 
Protects. .Nuclear Waste Otlice Nevada based numbers Iron, thc L S Department ol bncrgv and compiled 
the tollowing sniistic lor the slate ol Ohio 2 <̂  shipments of high level nuclear waste from nuclear 
plants and nuclear weapon disamiament will travel through Ohio- 2.(»<>3 of thosc shipment!! are likelv to 
go through 'vakewood and the West Shore area of C leveiand Nortblk Southem has a pTe-agreement 
with the l-edera' Govenimcni to carr> the above nuclear waste l here are iwo routes through nonhem 
Ohio Onc being through our commumtv 

M A tnpling ol trains ihiough Lakewood would increase air pollution iHK) ions pcr year .Mosi ol thc 
pollutant being nitrogen oxide 

Olher issues ol strong concem are 

f Aacuaiion of the schools nonh ofthe iracks should a train derail and spill ha/ardous cargo There are no 
school buses in lakewood therefore, there would he no wav tor the children to get out of the cttv A 
decrease of proi)en\ value which would also be a decrease tax base for our schools And a flight of 
families from l.rikewood winch would mean a general decline for our commumiv. 

I his issue IS ont of great concern to all of us lhat live in leewood Please bc assured the citizens of the 
West Shore area are closelv monitonng thc SIB proceedings I am conc-emed about the saletv issues and 
how my child (ren) will be atfected 

Sincerelv 



ENViRONMENTAL I' 
'u,r'M"-;;:;r;r;'°« DOCUMENT 
l'»2^^ K Slrccl 
W ishiimldn IK 2n42 > 

Dear Sir-

\ U clul(l(ien) /7/ / /y<! : ; J.- :X// / / /• . : / . . y / ^ h .nwutl MCKIUICN I leiuemais V I U H - I in l .ikeNMHKl. Ohio 
Some ol the children .ittendiiig McKmlev must cioss the tr.icks at least luo limes .1 <l.i\ to get to and I iom 
school 

I leel sin)nt'.l\ against NS mcreasmg rail iralfic bv thtee time or more It 111 n k- more Mr Pat Met unc 
VP. Pulihc Al lans lor Ns I 01 isolation. s.iid he could nol guaiantee thai i.iij i i . i lht would not exceed Ihc 
i.iilfo.Kis pr(>(H)sed .iverage ol ' I lo n. trains |K-r d.iv As NS's busmess iii.tc.ise^ 11 is more than likcis 
lhe atxne :iiimt>crs ol trains througli l.akewfKxl and lhe West .Shore arc.i wi l l inciease .ilso I his is riot 
accepi.il>le 

lolluuiiif; are llie reasons «c as a COIIIMUIIIIIV cMnnol allowed ilus 10 occur J 

I ) Sateiv - lor our c l i i i c l ie i i w h o cross l l ic l iaeks dai lv lo j jo lo school, l l ic l ibiarv .nul p: i iks 

•<i I <iii>iMH l.l lu i ^ .ml . i i . ' . u.ii.111 i i ik l i i i l i l iM m i c i c t l wt ik lu »voulU U M I I C I I U U U m. n..ii,i, i i t i i i i l l i c i i icMtnl 

immbef ol 2-^4.S M c.iis \Kt vear (altc.idv ICK) high o! a i .mi iKr lliroiigii 011: CIMUMIIIIHV j tu over 7(«4.()()<i 
cars per vc.ir f.ach car ;i potential threat lo our children A study aotie bv ihe AL-CIICV for Nuclear 
Projects. Nucle.ir Waste Oll ice Nevada based numbers Irom the L S Depanmeni ol I iieruv and compiled 
thc lollowing sialisiic lor the state ol Ohio 2,7 u shipments ol high level iiiKle.it waste Irom nuclear 
(>la(ii<. .Uld nuclear uca(H)u disarm.iiiieni wi l l travel through Ohio- 2.<t6J of ihoH> shipnu-nts are likely to 
UO through l.ake««KMJ and the Wesl Shore area o fC leve land Noriolk souilicni has a prc-agreemenf 
Willi the federal Ciovcnimcnt lo carrv il.c aboxe nuclear waste Ihcrc are two routes thiough northern 
Ohio ()iie being lhrough our comniniiitv 

M A i i ip l i i iu ol irams ihiough !,,ikcw(Hxl would increase air poliulion son Kms per vear Most ot thc 
pollutant being mlrogcn oxide 

()i l tei issues ol strong concern arc: 

1 vaciialion ol the schcwK s o u t h o f tracks should a tram demil and spill ha/ardous cargo I here arc no 
schwl buses in 1 akewood thcreiore. there would be no wav lor thc childien i ) ue: out ol the citv A 
dcctcisc ol propertv value whicfi would also bc a decrease lax base lor our schools And a ll ight ol 
laniilies Irom 1 akewoixi which would mean a general decline for ourcoininiiiiiix 

I Ills issue IS one of great concern to all ol us that live in Lakewood Please IK' assmed the cit i/cns ol the 
Wesl shore area arc closelv monitonng the SI 15 proceedings I am concerned alx.iit the salctv issues and 
how mv child (ten) wi l l l v allcxicd 

Siiiceielv 



September 2 .̂ i997 

EHsJifiOUMEmAL 
DOCUMENT 

LS Surtace I nnsportation Hoard 
A N N Sh A-f itiancc Docket ^ < iS8 
|92> K street NW 
VVashinglon Di 2042 '< 

Dear Sirs 

Mv child(ren) . t ^ X ^ x H attend Lincoln LIcnunlarv Schooi in Lakewood. Ohio 
f incoln is north of the Nrtlolk Southern railroad tracks Some of the children attending Lincuin must 
cross thc tracks at lc;is' two limes a dav to get to and trom school I here are 450 children that attend 
Lincoln LIcmciilarv 

L.'̂ kewood Hospital, thc closest and larttcst fire depanment and thc Police station are all located south ot 
the tracks I hus. a stopped or slow moving freight train could prevent emergencv services Irom reaching 
our children in an acceptable length of time I his delav could cost a child their lilie. ll could bc mv child 

I his IS why I lc<;l strongly against NS increasmg rail tratfic b\ three time or more ll mav bc more Mr 
Pal .McCunc VP. Public Allairs fbr NS Corporation said he could not guarantee that rail irattic would 
not exceed thc ailroads proposed average of '1 lo M-> trains per dav As NS's business increases it is 
more lhan likcf. thc above miinbcrs ol trains throuch Lakewood and tbe West Shore area wi!i increase 
also I his IS IIO acceptable 

follov.ing are tl c reasons wc. as a communm. cannot .dlvmed this to occur 

1) Salciv - lor onr children w ho cross the iracks daily to go lo school, the librar> and parks 

2) ( arrving of ha/.ardo'is waste - includmg nuclear waste- would theoreticallv iiKrease ffom the present 
number ot 2.'>4.>î 4 cars pcr vear (already too high ol a number through our commumtv) to over 7ti4 uiso 
cars per year Lath car a potential threat lo our children A sludy done by thc Agency for Nuclear 
Proicxts. Nuclear W aste Ollice. Nev ada based numbers Irom the U S Department of Lnergy and compiled 
the following stJtislic for ihc siaic of Ohio 2 7<> shipments of high level nuclear waste trom nuclear 
plants and nuclear weapon disannament will travel ihrough Ohio- 2.((6J of those shipments are likelv to 
go through Lal-ev̂ rMtd and the Wesl Shore area of Cteveland Nortblk Southem has a prc-agrecmeni 
Willi the federal Uovernment to carrv the above nuclear waste lhere are two routes through nonhern 
Ohio Onc bcini through our community 

•<> A inplmg ot trains ihrough Lakewocxl would inciease air pollution SIX) tons per vear Most ol the 
p<illiitant t>eing mtrogen oxide 

Otherissuesof strong concem arc tnv/ Hiv(Jtjilc S^ '^ '^ iCrl C ^ ^ ^ c V C r r : > S ^ - ^ 

f vacualion o* the schools nonh ot the i/acHs should a train derail and spill ha/iir3ous cargo I here are no 
school buses in l.akewood theretore. there would bc no way tor the children to get oul of the city A 
decrease ot proixnv value which wouid also bc a decrease lax base lor our schools And a flight ol 
tamilies from Lekewood which would mean a general decline for our commumiv. 

1 his issue is onc of greiit concem to all of us thai live in Lakewood Please be assured the citi/'cns of the 
West shore area are closelv momtonng the SI B proceedings 1 am concemed about the saiety issues and 
how rn> child (ron) will bc atfixied 

Sincerelv. 



• • • • . ^-u^ 
September 23. 1997 _ 

v s Surfiace Transportation Board r \ r \ / ^ l I I A r ' k I T ' 
Al IN Sh A-f inance Docket iMHli U U L U I V l C N T 
1925 K Sireet NW 
Washington. D< 20421 

Dear Sirs 

Mv child(ren). ^ . attend Lincoln hlcmcniary School in Lakewood Ohio 
Lincoln IS north of the Nortolk Southem railroad (racks Some of the children attending Lincoln must 
cross Ihe tracks at least two limes a day lo get to and trom school ! here are 450 children lhal anend 
Lincoln hiemeniary 

Lakewood Hospital, thc closest and largest lire depannicni and thc Police station arc all locaied south of 
the tracks I hus. a slopped or slow moving ticighi train could prevent emergency services from reaching 
our children in an acceptable length of time I his delay could cost a child their iile It could be my child 

I his IS why I toil strongly against Ns increasmg rail tratlic by three time or more It mav bc more Mr 
Pat McC une. VP. Public Affairs tbr NS Corporaiion. said he could nol guarantee that rail tratfic would 
not exceed thc railroad's proposed average of <l to 6̂ trains per day As NS'S business increases it is 
more than likely the above numbers of trains ihrough Lakewood and the West shore area will increase 
also 1 his IS no{ acceptable 

following are the reasons we as a community cannot allowed this lo occur 

1) Safety - for our children who cross the tracks dailv lo go to school, the library, and parks 

2) Carrying of iia/.ardous waste - includmg nuclear waste- would theoretically increase tfom the present 
nuniber ot 2>4.«14 cars per vcai (already too high of a nuinber through our community) to over 764,000 
cars per year Each car a pctential threat to our children A study done by the Agency for Nuclear 
Proiects. Nuclear Waste OtTicc. Nev ada based numhers trom the IJ S Department of Lnergy and compiled 
the following statistic for the stale of Ohio 2.7 < ^ shipments of high level nuclear waste from nuclear 
plants and nuclear weapon disarmament will travel through Ohio- 2.(K)3 of those shipments are likely to 
J50 through Lakewood and the West Shore area of Cleveland Nortblk Southem tias a pre-agreement 
with Ihe federai Ciovemmcni to carry thc above nuclear waste lhere are two rouies ihrough northern 
Ohio One bcm-T through our communm 

3) A tnpling of trains through lakewood would increase air pollution 800 ions per year Most of the 
pollutani being nitrogen oxide 

(^her issues of strong concem are 

hv acuation of the schools north of the tracks should a train derail and spill ha/ardous cargo 1 here are no 
school buses m l.akewood therefore, there would be no w-av for thc children to get out of the city A 
decrease of proix:rt> value vvhich would also bc a decrease lax base lb'- our schools And a flight o 
families from Liikewood which would mean a general decline tor our commumty 

1 his issue IS ont of great concern lo all of us lhat live in Lakewood Pkase be assured the citizens of the 
Wesl Shore area are closelv momtonng the SI B proceedings 1 am concemed about the saiiety issues and 
how mv child (ren) will bc attected 

Sincerelv. 
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September 24.1997 E N V J R 0 iNS l / i c N T A L / 

I s Siiil.'ice 1 iaiis|x)rialioii Hoard 

DOCUMENT t. 
A I I S SI A-fm;mce Dticket v'!.<X« '-
I •>2K Sireet NW x " - ' 
Wasliiiimoii. D( 2042 < * 
Dear Sirs 

Mv eliild(teii). 0 ] a H ^ \ e L ^ ' { f ^ J ^ a . x allcnd ,\lcKiii lev f lementarv SCIUHVI m Lakewood Ohio 
Sonic ol the childien attending McKinlcv must cross the tracks at Icist two times a dav to gel lo and Irom 
scluxil 

I leel stronglv agaiii'^i NS incrcasinu rail traific bv three time or more ll mav IK- more Mr Pal Met uiic 
VP. Public Allairs lor NS C orporation. s;ud he could not t i iaranicc that rail trallic would not occcd t.ic 
railroad's proposed average of U to trams per dav As NS's business increases it is more t fan likciv 
the above numbers ol trains through Lakewood and thc Wc>st Shore area wi l l increase also I h. is not 
.iccepi.ihle 

I (IllowIUU aie the reasons wc. as a communitv. cannot allowed this to occur 

1) Saleiv - lor our children vvho cross thc iracks daily to go to school. Ihc l ibran and parks 

2) (arrving ol l ia/.irdoiis waste - including nuclear waste- would ihe-orcticillv inr.rcasc Irom the present 
iiiinih.-r ol 2,•^4.x;4 cars pcr year (alrc.idv KX) high ol a number through our eommunilv) to over 7(,4.(M)0 
ears pet vear bach car a potential threat to our children A studv done bv the Agencv lor Nuclear 
Pfoicx-is. Nuclear Waste (Jll ice, Nevada b.ised numbers Irom Ihc L S Dcpaiiiiieitt ol 1 ncruv and compiled 
the lollowing statistic for the state ol Ohio 2 . 7 i l shipmenls ol high level nuclear waste from nuclear 
pl.inis and nuclear wcaixm disarmament wi l l travel through Ohio- 2M(, i of those shipmenls are likely to 
gn thnmgh l.akewwKl and the West Shore area of < leveland Noriolk Souihern has a pie-agrccmciit 
VMIII the federal Covcmmci i l lo carrv thc above nuclear waste ihcrc are two routes through northern 
()liio ()iie iK-iiig thiough our communitv 

' ) A inpling ol trains through Lakewood would incre;isc air polhition SOO tons pcr vear Most ol the 
(H)lliiiani Ix-ing nitrogen oxide 

Oiliet issues ol strong concern are 

I v.icii.iiion ol lhe schools s o u t h o f ir.icks should a tram derail and spill ha/ardous caruo I here arc no 
sclKx.l buses III Lakewood . therefore, there would bc no wav for the childien to m oul ol Ihe citv A 
decrease ol propertv value which would also be a decrease tax base for our schools And a llight ol 
l.imilies Irom I akewood which would mean a general decline tor our commumiv 

I lus issue IS onc of great concern lo all ol us tluu live m Lakewood Plca.sc be assured the citi/ens of thc 
Uesi Shore area are closelv momtonng the S I H proceedings 1 am concerned about the salctv issues and 
lum m\ child ( ic i i ) w i l l be .illecled 

Sincereh 



scplcililvi 24 1997 

DOCUMENT I s Siiil.'iee I i,'iiis|XHialioii lio;ii(t 
\ I I N Sf A-f manee Dockei ^ < ŜK 
l '* . ' -^ K Stieet NVV 
U ishin.'.inii IH .'(i.t2^ 

I .Cll s.is J'(-̂ ĵ î  r^ ,̂ nJdSCcJ^ 

\lv cliikldeniLOdi 6 J j W ^ 
. .itleiid McKiiilev 1 leiiieiil.iiv Sjiool in Lakewotxl Ohio 

Some ol the children attending McKmlev must cross the tracks .-it least two mitc<« a d.iv lo i-et to and Iiom 
sclUH'l 

I leel Mioiiulv .luainst NS iiiere.-.siii!-, rail trallic hv lliree i i i i i^o i more It iii iv Iv ni"K Mi P.ii \1c( une. 
VP Public Allans lot NS ( oi(H)iaiioii s.iid he coukl not uii.ii.iiiiee that lail li IIIK uoiiid not exceed the 
Milio.id's pio[Kised avcf.itv ol i l lo <(> Ir.iiiis |x-i dav As NS's busiiicss I IUUHAS ii is moie than likelv 
the ahove iiiiiiitxTs ol nams througli 1 akevvvxKl and the West Shore area will iiicicise .ilso Ilus K IKM 
;k\epl.ihle 

I ollowing ate the icasons wc. as a communitv. cannot allowed Ihis to (KCIII 

I I S.ileiv - lor out ehiklieii who cioss ihe tracks dailv to go lo school the libr.irv .iiul |Miks 

2) t arrving ol hazardous wasic - iiicluding nuclear wasic- would Ihcxirciicillv mcie ise liom Ihc prcscnl 
iiuiiilKr ot 2'i4.XU c.iis [K-l vear (alreadv uxv high ol a number through om coiumimiiv) !o over 7(.4 onu 
cars pel vear f.iich car a p<vlential ihreai to our eliildren A studv done bv the Aucncy lo. Nuclear 
I'loieeis Nuclear Waste Ollice. Nevada basixt numbeis Irom the I S Dep irimeiit ol I iieiev and compiled 
tl-.e lolknvMui statistic tor lhe slate ol Ohio 2 . * i shipments ol high level nuclcai waste Irom mielear 
plains and luielear wea|xin dis.'iiniamciii will iravel through Ohio- 2,ti6J ol those shipmenls are likely to 
go thiimgh i akewiHMl and the West Shore area of C leveland Norloik souihern has a pre-agreement 
Willi llie fedei.il (loverimienl to earn the aKne nuclear waste I here are two loiites ihioiiuh northern 
Ohio < )iic being (hrougli our coiuiiiunilv 

') A inpling ol ir.'iiiis ihiough I .ikcwtKid would increase air pollution Xoo tons jx-r vear M(vsi ol thc » 

|x>llii,,ii„tK-ingmiiom.oMclc (7) k . , U v . ' 0 O r r t , 1 -^it^-^ OK 5 + jX.)f.l t s ^ r - c l 

(iilK-i issues ol sHoi.g coiiee.i. ...e ^^^^-'l-^^l * ^^-^^ ^'^'n A^Ve.: ^VrU H ^ i h t l U ^ . 

j - ' L A V. K i < f \h(Jt rx, mi M i 
I vauialioii ol llic SCIIIH>IS sou th o f ir.icks should a ir.iiii derail and spill li,i,',iidoiis .̂tr!K> I here are no 

^ scluHil buses III LakewtHxl , thcreiore. Iheie would fx- no wav lor Ihc childien lo i-cl oul ol the cilv A 
ik'̂ icMse ol ptojKrtv value which would also lx- a deciease lax b.ise lor oiii sJuvN And a llight ol 
laniilies iioiii I akewtxxl which would mean a geneial decline lor our cominiiniiv 

I Ills issue IS ouc ol gicat eoiicetii to all ol us thai live in 1 akewtxxl Ple.ise tx- assured (he em.ens ol Ihe 
Wesl shoie iiica aie closelv moiiiioiiiig the S I H puxeedings I am eoneeined aMii ilic viletv issues and 
how m\ child (leii) will IK- allecled 

i v O ' i luu ( k ( ^ ^ y ^ - , ^ .T ,„ 



Si'plemlK-i .14.1997 ENViKu,i.,1EixTAL 
DOCUMENT t S Siiil.'ice I ians|xviiation Moard 

A I IN SI A-l inanee DtKket ^ > iSS 
I''2^ K Stieet NVV 
W asliiiHilon. IX 2042 < 

Deal Sirs 

\l.<child(leu| ^ ( j ^ ^ ^ ^ X . ^ f ^ c X i A •••ile-iid McKinlev l lenieniaiv S,IUH>| ,„ I akewtxHl Ohio 
Some ol the chiLlreii^VtteiidiiW Meknilev musi cioss the tr:»cks at least two mues a dav to uet ki uid ,roiii 
SclUKll 

I leel sirt>n!-iv auainst NS IIK reasmu rail liallic bv three time or moie It m.iv be iiioic Mi Pal \1e( une. 
VP Public Allans lor NS ( orfxiiaiioii. vud he could not giiai.mtee that r.iil iiailic would not exceed the 
laihoad s pio|x>scd .ivcr.ige ol W to <(. li.ims jx-r tlav As NS s business iiideases ii is moie lhan likelv 
ihe alxive niimlK r̂s ol trains through I .•»kew<xxl and the Wesl Shore aiea will iiicie.ise also Ilus is not 
.(..scplable 

I i>llowiiiu aie Ihc re.isons we. as a commumiv rannot allowed this lo txciii 

1) Saleiv - lor tviir childien who euvss ihc Hacks dailv to i-o to SCIHHII. the libiarv ,iiul parks 

2) ( arrving tvi h.i/aidous waste - iiicludiim nueleai waste- would theoreticallv lucre.ise Irtmi the present 
nuuiivi ol 2.̂ 4 Si4 cars |K-r vear (alreadv uxv high ol a iiiuntxi Ihiough oui coiiimiiiiiiv) to over -la iiiKi 
eats (K-l vear I'.ich car a pvMcntial threat to tnn childien A studv done In the Agenev lor Nucle.ir 
I'loieeis Nuclear Waste (lliicc Nevaifi based iiiiiiilvrs liom the t s Depaimiciii ol f neigv and eonipilctl 
the lolknviniz statistic lor the stale ol Ohio 2 7*, shipments ol high level iiiicLat waste Irom nuclear 
plains and ituelear weaix̂ n disariiuimeni will iravel ihroimh Oiiuv 2,06J ol ilwsy. shipments are hkelv to 
go through I akev̂ iMid and Ihe West Shore area of < leveland NoiKvIk souihcm has .i pie-aL-reemeiit 
uKli the fetlei.il (Knemmenl lo catrv the alxne nuclcai waste Iheie au iwo mules ihiomih iioilhcni 
(>lini (>iie Iviiig tliitxigli out eimmiiimtv 

') A tripliiif, ol trains ihrt'iiuli I akewtxxl would mcrcise air pfillulion Xoo ton, per veil NUKI ol the 
|x>lliii. Ill Iving miiogei'oxide 

(iiliei issues 111 siionu coiicctn .iro 

I vaciialion ol lhe s.iuxiK south oi ;-ieks should .i tram der.iil and spill li.i/.ujoiis c.iigo I liere are no 
sclHX>l buses III 1 .ikewtxxl thcreiore. lhere would lv no wav loi the diiklicn lo get oul ol the eilv A 
dccie.isc ol pio(xriv value which would also IK a tlccrease ia\ base lor om sditxvls And a llighi ol 
l.iiiiilics hom 1 akcwtxxl whk h wtnild mean a geneial decline loi our commniiiiv 

I Ins issue IS tme ol lueal ctmeeni to .ill ol us iliat live in I akewood Please IK .issmetf ilie citi/eiis lA the 
Wesl shoie aic.i .ire closelv mour >r>iig ilie s I H puvecdings I am eoiiceiiK-d ihoiii ihe s.iletv issues and 
IIOW mv cliikl (leiii will lv .illeeted 

SinceieK 



scpieiiibei 24 199; ENVIRONMENTAL 
t s Suil.ice liansixMiaiion ILxird D O C U M E N T 
VI I N SI A-l i iu i ice Dtvket v;^8^< w w w i . n - m 
I " K Slicct NW 
\\.!s|iiiiL'ioii D l 2042 < 

Deal Sits 

\ lv ch ik l i ie in Q d : ) i j j A . i O C U f - • aiieiid McKmlev I lenieniaiv SCIHK.I H I 1 ai.ewtxxl Ohio 
some t>t (he c h ^ e n aftendinu Mel^nlev iiiiisi cmss ihe ti.icks al least two iiii.es .a dav to uct lo autl lu>m 
SCIKKVI 

I leel slronulv against N.- •iicieasmn rail trallic In thiee lime oi mou- It mav Iv mote Mr Pat Mc( iiiie 
V P. Public A l t i i r s lor NS t or|xnaiioii, s,iid hc could nol gii.iianlee llial rail l ia l l ic wtiuld not cvt tvd the 
laiho.itfs pit>|x>sed aveiaue til ; | to i<. Hams |K-I dav As NS s business iii.ic.ises ii is mtiie lhan likelv 
Ihe aKne i i i imlv is oi iiaiiis iliitviiuh I akewtHxl and the West Shore area wi l l iiitre'ise .ilso I his is nol 
. k v i p i . i b l e 

f oiknvll lg are thc reasons we ,is a commumtv cannot alknvcd this to (KCI I I 

I I Saletv - tor t>ui childien who citiss the Hacks d.iilv to go to schtxil. the liln iiv ami p.iiks 

2i (. anving til ha/ardtnis waste - including uueleai waste- would Ihwretieallv iiuie.ise lmm the present 
i i i imlv i ol .'s4 SM C.IIS IVI veai (alieadv nxi high ol a numlK-r I l i ioi iuh tnu comiii i i it itv) to tner 1,4 (>o(i 
cats (VI \eai f ;icli car a (xitemial ihieai lo our eliildren A studv done In ihe Auenev lot Nuclear 
Pioieeis Nuclear Wasie ( Hlue Nr i . id i |visi-<| i i „ i i , (vrs I K H I I lhe ! S Depi i i i i icui ol I iKi.'.i .ind coni|viktl 
the lolltnvmu statisiic lor the slale ol Ohio 2 7>i shi(Mnents ol high level nik l . . i t waste Irom inicle.ii 
pl.iins and nuclcai wea(XMi disaiiiianieiii wi l l ir.ivel ihitniuh ( l l i io - 2.<i(.3 nl ih.ise shipmenls are likelv lo 
go through l.akewiMid and the VSest Shore area ot 1 leveland Noilolk somhcni has a pu-aurevmeiit 
Willi t, I edei.il C.tneiiiiiieiil (o c n n ilie above nuclcai w.isie Iheie ait iwt. lonus ihmimh nonhern 
( ihi t i ()iie I v i i i i : Ihiough txii eoiiniiiiniiv 

-I A i r iph i i i ' ol tiams Ihttnigh 1 akewtxxl would increase air ptil lulion SO" ions per vear Mtisi ol ihe 
IHilliiiaiil tv i i iu mimueiiOMde 

' illiei issues ol siitiii!', ctMiceni aie 

I v.icii.iiioii t>l Hie sclHxils so t i t J i o f tr.icks shtiuld a train derail and spill h.i/.iitltnis c i i uo I here are no 
scluml buses m I akt-wtnxl Iheieloie. ilieie would Ix- no w.iv lor Ihe childien k) gel oul ol the cilv A 
dc.K ISC ol p io ivnv v.ilue which would also tv a deciease tax base loi om sehwis And a llight ol 
l iiiiilies l i tni i I akewtHxl winch wtmld mean a genetal decline Itu inii eoniiinmiiv 

I Ins isMie is one ol grcai eoneern to all ol us ihal live in I akewotxl Ple.ise tx issmcd lhe citizens ot the 
W tsl shoie .uea aie closelv nuiiiiionnu ilie S I H puKcedin-'s I am eoneeined .IIHIIII Hie saleiv issues and 
hou Illt ^ l i ik l (ICIll wi l l Iv allecled 

sinceiciv 



.scpieiiitK'i 21 199 / 

I s Siiil.'iee I rans[xin;iiion Ho.ird 
A I I X s| A-l inance Dtvkel >* *SS 
1''.'-^ N Street NW 
Washiiiuioii D( 2042 

Deal Sirs 

"••H'CiVTAL 
DOCUMENT 

\!> eliikli«*i alien*\lcKiiilev I lenieniaiv SJKK>1 in LakewtHxl Ohio 
Some ol the ..iildrcn .ittendi^i;; McKmlev must cro.ss thc Iracks al lejisi Iwo limes a d.iv to gel to and Irom 
sclltHll 

I kvl siioiiulv against NS increasing rail traflic bv hiee lime or more It iii iv Iv more Mi Pal Mcf unc. 
V P. Public Allans lor NS I oi|K>iation s;iid he could iitil giiaianlcv thai rail H illic wtnild not exceed thc 
lailitLUfs piojitiscd average ol M lo M. iiams | v i d.iv As Ns's I.UMIICSV muciscs ii is more lliaii hkelv 
Ihe abtne numlvrs ol iiains iliuniuh 1 akewcxxl and the West Slitue aie.i will inciease .also I his is mn 
.i<.cepi.i|ilc 

f ollowing are the teastms we as a coimiiimiiv canimi alknved Ilus to tvcin 

I I s.iletv - IOI our children who eross the tracks dailv lo go to school, the libiaiv and parks 

21 I . imiiiu ol h.izardoiis waste - iiieliidiiii' nuclcai waste- would thc-<ireiic illv IIKICISC liom ihc piesent 
iHHiilHr (it . M H, j i-,rs (xr \'.:tt i-,)rc'.rtv K*. hifh ot i number thrr... • , , , 
s irs [Vt V, i ; ( . i j , Clt a ptMeniial ihieal tti our children \ SHKIV >k'ii, i l ' . Vi-enev ItM Niulcii 
I'miecis NiiJc.ii W isie Ollice Nev,iifi b.ised iiiimlvfs lmm lhe I S De(>ariiiicut ol I iieruv and compiled 
Ihe Itilknvmi; S|;,HCHC IOI ilie slale .M Oluo 2.7 i ; shi(imcms ol high lev. l IMKICII wasie litiiii niiele.ii 
pl.inis UKl nnckai we.i(xiii disarmaineni will itavei Ihitniuh Ohio- 2,0<)J til ihnsf shipments are likely to 
gn thmugh C akewrHMl and Ihe West Shore area of C leveland Noilolk souilicni has a |Me-aurevment 
Willi lhe I edei.il litneiiimeni to earn Ihc .IIKIVC nuclear waste lhere ak luo mm s iliuniuh nonhern 
(Mii'i (lne tving ihitviiuh om etnnmumtv 

>t A iiiplinu t>l tiaiiis ihmiiuh l .ikcwtxxl wtnild increase air polluiitm sou ions | v i veat Most ot ihe 
|xilliii;mi Iviiig mlrogcn oxitfc 

Oihci issues ol stiong eoneern aie 

I v.kiiaiion 01 Ihc schools .south o f (racks shtmld a train detail and spill ha/aitlous ciruo I heie are no 
vlHxi| buses in L.ikcwood thcreiore. there wtnild l v no wav tor Ihe childien to gel oul ol t.,e cilv A 
dcvK-ase ol pio(vrtv v.ilue which wcnild also Iv a deciease t.ix base loi out schtxvls And a llighi ol 
l.nnilies IIOIII I .ikewtxxl which wtmld mean a general devline lor our t-tnmnnnilv 

I Ins issue IS one ol great concem to all ol us lhat Iiv e in I akewtxxl Ple.isi- be assured ihc citizens ot ihe 
West shoie aiea arc closelv mtmiitMing the s I H puveedinus I ,iiii eon. . ined IKMH Hie s;ilclv issues .ind 
how ni\ child (leiii will Iv allecled 

Siiiceielv, 



S.piemlv,24|-..- D O C U I V I E N T 

t s Suilace I i.'insfxin.'ilion Htvird 
V I I X S| A-l III.IIICC 1 lOckcl ' i i.S.S 
I"2^ K Sliccl XW 
\\ .isliiiiiMoii |)( 2'i42 ^ 

I ICII SUS 

Mv chikkieiii / ^ ^ / . ^ ^S-^^y? ^ ^ '" '^'^' MeKiiilc-v I lemciilai v SCIKHII HI I .ikeutUHl Oint. 

schtil ^'^^^'"'^-^ ^ x ' ^ tr-'cks at least two times a dav to gel to and Hon. 

I leel sHtniulv auainst NS ineieasiim rail tiallie In iliiec Hme oi more It m.iv K- moie Mr Pal M d uue 
V P i'nblic Ml.iiis h.l XS ( „i,i,.,;,Ho... s.„d he ctnild ntn guaiaiiiec H.ai rail trallic wtmld not evcee.l the 
i.i.l.oad s piti,xised .ivei.iue t,l i I ,., <i. Haius , v i d.iv As NS s business .i,e,e,-is.-s , i ,s more (han likelv 
Ihe alxne niiinlvis ol H.nns ihunigl, I akewtxnl ,iiul the West shoie area w.ll increase alsti I his is run 
.ivcepiaMe 

I ollow IIIU .lie ihc icisoiis ue. .is a ctmiiiiunitv cannot alknved this to (vciir 

II vikiv - lo, OUI clnklicn who cmss Hie Hacks d.iiiv n, ct. -chtit.l the libiarv and parks 

2) t .'iriviiiu. ol ha/aidtnis uasie - including m.clear waste- would Ihe^irelicilh increase Irom the present 
nnnilvi ol .'s4 N>4 cats | v i veai (alreadv ttxi high ol a iiumtvr thiouuh tmr commumtv I to over ;(.4 (KM. 
CIIS | V . veil I .leh cn a (xneiilial i l i ic i i k. tmr children A studv dtme bv the Agencv loi Nuclei. 
l H.|e.is XiK icii W.isicoilice Nevada based nmnfvis litmi lhe t S Deiianmem ol I neiuv and coii.pilet 
ihe k.lk.uiiiu sialisHc lor the st.Ke t.l Ohio 2 shipuK-iits ol lugh level m.clear waste Iron, nuclcai 
plams ,,„d uuclear wea|xn. disaimaiueni will Havel iliitniuh (>hn>- 2.(t<,j „i those shipments art- likelv U-
!M. Ihi.mgh I akew.HMl and ilie West Shore area ot ( leveland Noilolk stnilheiii li.is a pre-.iurcrmen. 

the I cticial litneininenl |.. ciiiv ilie alxne niiclcu waste I hen- are Uvo rtniies ihmiiuh iionheiii 
< 'lii.> (>iic 1 -iiiu Iliuniuh tn I conimmmv 

M \ iiipliiig ol ii.;,i,s ih„.„uh l .ikcwtxxl wtmld increase air (lollutKm sou tons (vr vear Most o| the 
polliiiani lie,;." niiit.ueii oxide 

Olhei is.ncs ol sjiong t'lviiceiii aie 

t v.KM.iHon ol ,1,0 sj.tH.ls sor .rh o f ii.-.cks sht.uki a H.'.MI tiei.iil and sp,|| ••lAiidoiis aruo Ihere a.e no 
schot.l buses IU I akewtxxl . ilieieloic. iheie uoukl tv no uav k.r the chif /cn lo eel tmt ot Ihe eilv A 
tlAicisc t.l pit.jvuv value which utmki aKo Iv a decrease (,ix base It • our SCIKXIIS And a llight ol 
' i,iiilit-s lit.m I .ik. u,.,xl It Inch utmk, mc.iii a ueiicial decline lor tnu commumtv 

s l , . ' IS one t.l ureal concern to all ol us lhat live in I akcw.xKl Please tv assurc-d the eitizens ol the 
Ues, siioie .iie.i aie ck.sels ..lomiormg the S I H prtx-ecdings l un ctinc med abom the silelv issues and 
! II,\ tiiiid (ICII) Will he allcxicd 

Slll.CICIv 
) 

/ 
i /y/^</i!^ \7 / i f - ^ f^rf-i^^ ^ 



ENV iiiNTAL 
DOCUMENT 

19550 Beachcliff Blvd 
Rocky River OH 44116-1612 

Surface Transportation Boarci / '1 \ ' c \ 
SEA-Finance Docket 33388 / ' . ' , 
1925 KSt , N W / 
Washington, DC 20423 

September 28, 1997 

To whom It may concem. 

I am concerned about the plans for increased train traffic through Rocky River, Ohio I fear it 
will adversely affect the ability of police and fire departments to protect atizens and property 
north of the raiiroad tracks i also believe this will subsequently cause an increase in 
insurance rates and will have an adverse effect on area property values. 

I do not want to see any increases in rail traffic. I would like to see less train traffic in the 
future. 

Timothy P Quigley 

cc Congressman Dennis Kucinich 



u s Surface Transportation Boarti 

ATTEN: SEA Finance Docket 33388 
1925-K" Street N W. 

Washington D C 20423 y . . . > - . o-- , 
L i V V » tli>« I M L 

DOCUMENT 

To Whom It May Concern: 

We are very concerned about Norfolk Southem Railroad s plans to increase the number 

oftrains going through Lakewood, Ohio We feel that it would greatly inhibit the safety 

of the people of Lakewood through increased accidents and fatalities, and the delay of 

paramedics, fire and police The increased frequency of noise wil! also cause funher 

disruption to all who live, work or are attending school in locations near the tracks 

We strongly urge you to what you can to change the Railroad's plans to increase train 

tratTic in Lakewood 

Sincerelv, 

>'/' .c, ,v I f • .1 .: 

Karen D Hruska 

Dolores C Hmska 
1(̂ 27 Bunts Rd 
Lakewood. Ohio 44107-4515 



Nichole Grant 
Horace Mann Middle School 

:->iT£L I 1215 W Clifton BLVD 
t - i ^ , .V 5 A « , i k l m . i ^ Lakewood OH 44107 

DOCUMENT 
October 1. 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environment Analysis 
1925 KSt NVV 
Washington D C 20423 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Subiect: Document Number ^033388 

I am wr,ting m regard to the mcrecse of trains in Lakewood I strongly oppose increasing the number 
of trains through our city I feel this wouid t>e an enormous mistake 

Although building overpasses and underpasses would be a solution tc -aff^; the Railroad Company 
could not build them m every neighborhood In my community, we have no school buses and many 
students have to CTOSS the tracks to get to and from school I think increasing the number of trams 
simply increases the potential for accidents 

Many residents live on the opposite side of the tracks from emergency services such as hospitals, 
fire departments, police etc An increase m tram traffic could put these residents m a life-threatening 
situation if emergency vehicles were unable to reach them promptly With more trains running on the 
tracks it would increase the nsk of a derailment or a hazardous waste spills Residents live so close 
to the tracks that almost everyone would tie affected 

Some solutions are not tnpling the number of trains building some over and under passages and 
providing cross bars throughout Lakewood This could heip decrease potentia, accidents 

I hooe you consider this matter carefully Thank you for your cooperation 

Sincerely. 

Nichole Grant 
Student 



U S Surface Transportation Boarxt 
Attn SEA - Finance Docket 33388 
1925 K Street tvlorth West 
Wastiuigton, D.C. 20423 

Gentlemen -

ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

I am extremely concemed about any proposal to increase rail traffic in Lakewood I am 
retired, living on Social Secu.ity. and my ma|or asset is a home I now owm at 1280 Hathaway, about 
half a mile from the railroad tracks. It is a double home and our pnmary source of mcome 

Bnefiy, my concerns are -

1 Pot£nUa! loss ot rental income 
2 Safely hazards ansing from the inability of emergency forces to adequately respond 
3 Joint efforts of neightxanng comn^iaritiwtn emergency situations, such as large fires, 

cnme, tornadoes, etc 
4 Tne increased possibility of derailments. 
5 The increased ha/ards to school children and other pedestrians. 

Please consider these factors in your decision making process I would appreciate your 
efforts tc prohibit a rail traffic increase in this area, as vrould all the citizens of this community 

Curdtally, 

[lames Ryan 
/ T 2 8 0 Hathaway 

Lakevrood, Ohio 44107 



ENViRONMENTAL 
S^'pii-llllvi J4 IW ' _ — »m mr^m.t'm DOCUMENT 
( ^ 'Miil.'Kc I MiivixMi.iiioi) Ho.-ird 
\ M \ SI A-l iii;iiKv IKvkcl ; vi.SX 

I ' ' - K Slicct \ \ \ 
\\ ,sh,ni'lni, in 'IIJ. ' ; 

IK'.II MIS C^-yll-l /-

\ h chiUI,ICIll ^ ^ y ( ' i l A l i r U r ) ^ ' " I^ 'HI \l>-t--iiilc\ I lciiiciil;ii\ sduK.I in I .IKCUIMKI Ohio 
some ol Ihc cliililtcii allciuliiii: \kKinlc \ iiiiiM cioss the ti.uks ;il Icisi luo iii-ics ,1 i | iv 10 uct H» ;IIK1 IIOIII 
scllOill 

I led siioiii'lv .iiMiiisi \ N iiK ic'isiii!' i;iil l l IllC In ihicc nine 01 IIIOIC I I III ; I \ IIL I „ . . I , M I | ' , I I \ K ( nnc 
\ l ' I'lil'lu Alliiiis (,>i \ s ( oi|>oi:ilioii s:ii(| lie could iioi rii.iirinicc th.n • nl l n i l , , would iim . su rd Ihc 
l.llllo.ids |.io|H<vd a\cl.|.'C ol H (o i(. II.IIIIS |K'l d.'l\ As ;\>s hiisiikss ,1,1. KC-. I I IS inoic lll.lll IlkJv 
IllC .'iNnc tiiiiiilx;is ol ti.iiiis iliioimli I nkcwixxl iiid thc Ucst Slioic arc:i will I-KIV ISC ;IISO I Ins is nol 
isccpi.ihlc 

I oll(n\iii!' .'irc IllC icMsoiis uc. .'is ,'t conitiiiiiiin canmit rillowcd this to (vc.ii 

I I ^;ilct\ - lot Olll cliiKlicii uho cioss the li.kks tl.iih 10 .'o lo school die lihi.it\ ind p iiks 

.'1 I iiiMiiii ol ha/.'irdoiis wasic - includini; niiclcai wasic- would ilicoiciicalh UKK.ISC Irom ilic picsciii 
niiiiilKi ol Js4 cais i scat lalicadv ltH> hieli ol a numlvi lhioiii;li ottt ,oi)iiniiiiii\) to o^cr (.4 IMMI 
ciis IVI \c.'ii I aeh e n .1 ixMcniial ttircal to on- childien A siiuh doi^. In i!v. X.HIKN IOI Niiclcii 
I'l'-'-.is Siieleii W.is;,'("ilia Sc. ada hased nnn,tvis nom llic I .> r>e|v,nn:, ,M ,1 1 iiciv\ .inu compiled 
thc lollowiiisi staiisiK loi the stale ot Ohio '«^ shipments ol hiuh ICM.! imJ. ,, iv isic Itom iiiiclcii 
pl nils ,,IK1 iinclcai wc.i|vii ilis.m.ianiciil will ii ixd HIUMIUII ()hio- l . lHii iit tlmse slii|uiicnts are likel> tu 
'JO Ihniuuh 1 ;»kc«<Mi(l and the \NCM Shun- area ot ( loeland Noilolk ' > Ic n. Ii is a pic-ai-rccmcin 
Willi ilic I cdcial (io\ciiiiiieiil to c u n the aKne iniclcar waste Ihcrc ate iwo lonus ihioin^h norlhcrn 
( Mlio ()iie Iviiiu ihioimli oiii coiiimnmi\ 

'» A iiiplim: ol li.'iins ihioii,i;h I .ikewixxl wonld increase air |xilliiiion sno u-i,., iv i \e.',r Most ol the 
poliiii.ini Ivini: mnoeeii 0 side 

(iihei Issues ol sttotiu concccn aic 

I x k i i iiioii ol Ihc s.iiiHiis . : o i i f ; i o f ii.'icks sliould ,1 l i . i i i i der.iil ;iiid spill I, lAinloiis c.iiuo I here aic no 
scliv>ol hiiscs III I ,'ikcwiHHl Iherelorc llicic would lv no w.n lor the cluldrcn 10 i-ct out ol ilic eii\ A 
dvvieisc ol pioivih \aliie which would .iKn iv a dccrc.ise tax h.ise lor OIK S^IKHIIS .And a llijilit ol 
i.iinilics iioiii I .ikewtHHl wliicli would mc.in a iiciic.al decline lor out coiniii'inih 

I Ins iss,ic Is one ol uieal eonecin to ali ot ns ili.u luc 111 I akcwcuHj I'Icist tv issui.d ilie LIII- :IIS ol ilic 
Wesl slioie Ilea ,iie closelv iiioiulotim' ilic S I H pnvccdines I am concerned ahv'iii ilic s,ilciv issues and 
how mv child I ICIll will Iv ,illecled 

NlIK Cich 



CAKOL HONARL) 
41 t-l Kenilworth 
Riv IW/.vvv. O/no 44140 

.September :<o, I9'.i7 D O C U M E N T Fn33388 

STI? 
.Section ot" Environmental Analy.sis 
I!i2f^ KSt. N.W. > — • 
Wa.shin ŝiton, I">C 20423 

To Whorn it May Concern: 

1 am writing to voice my concem.s over the pians of Norfolk Southern Railways (NS) to increa.sc railway 
traffic in rny area. As a resident of Bay Villâ ><e, Ohio, I am concerned with the added risks thc three fold 
increase in railway traffic will cause. 

1. Bay Villas;e is a sn" i l l bedrex>m cc^mmur.ity, bordered on the North by Lake Kne and by the 
railroad tracks to the South. Because of its si/.c, we can not .support lar,s;c industries, shoppins; 
centers or hospitals within our city limits. Mo.st of us must travel, on a daily basis, across the 
tracks in order to work, shop ordain access to major highways. Oniy one road has been 
constructed to bypass the tracks. Should NS mcrea.se traffic to more than one train even,' 43 
minutes, crĉ ssin̂ -̂  the tracks will be next to impossible. Traffic jams and lc>nx waits will be a 
constant cvcurrence. Aulĉ s sittin.s; and waiting for ;̂  - 10 mmutes will increa.v Ihe fc>.s.sil fuels 
relea.sed into the atmosphere and wa.ste gasolme. 

2. Thc cxtiemc increa.sc in railway traffic will jeopardize thc .safety of our community. .Ambulances 
will lv- hindered in their attempt to reach emergency facilities. They will K' forced to either wait 
for a train to pass or drive tniles out ĉ f the v.'ay to reach the only passable road. When an 
emergency arise within the city that rceiuires assistance fn?m one ofour ncighlx^ring 
comttiunities. their resp<.">n.se time will be .scric>usly effected. 

The likclihcvxi ot a collision Kiwecn automc^bile and train will triple. We all know who the 
IcvxscT generally is in this type of accident. 

4. The possibility of a derailirient increases dramatically. What will these trains bc caring? Will we 
K" forced to live witti thc constant fear of toxic materials being released into our comrnunity? 
Many hor?ics lie u'lthin a lew yards oi the tracks. When a dcrailtricnl sxcurs, these hc>mes will 
definitely lv damaged or destroyed. What if someone is home at thc Inne? 

5. I do not live extremely close to thc tracks .so noise is not a major issue. Kight now I hear the 
trains and do not lake a great deal of notice. But hew can you nol notice a train even- ;̂ 7.89 
minutes! It is bc>und to become a major irritant. And if each train is to 10 minutes long, that 
!v;;ns wt- will lv Ix^mbarded with the sĉ und almost ever>' half hour. 

G. Finally, how will this effect our prc^^vrty values. Who will want to move into a community that 
IS noi.sy, difficult to enter or leave, or cannĉ t in.sua adequate etnergencv measures? 

Thc cc^ncerns expre.s.scd are nc">t pc">.ssibi!ities. Every one of these WILL inevitably happen. Air pc>llutie'>n 
Wll.l. incaasc-, ga.scMine WILL lv wasted, .v-̂ meone WILL die Kvausc the ambulance cannsM get through, 
someone Wll.l. die K'causc they tried to Ival thc never-ending trains, a train WILL derail, noise levels WILL 
ills reasc' to unlvaiabie levels and thc piv^vrty values WILL fall. Î ut will wc have to wait for one or all of 
these to liapfvn Ivtorc action is taken? Or will you help us BEEOKE this all happens? 

Thank vou for vĉ ur attentic->n and plea.se consider the concerns of my community, and the cities of 
L.tkcu'̂ vvt and Ksvky Kiver when you address this matter. 

Sincerelv, 

Carol M 1 lonard 

I A.\: Pennis Kucinich (21G)228-G4(;r' 



CvifiOi^MENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

'A'-rr 

Federal Su r face T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Section of Environae.atal . A n a l j s i s 
1925 K S t r e e t .V.V. 
'.vashingtan , D.C. 20423 

Dear S i r : ?.e: .\o. FD 33353 

This l e t t e r i s .̂7 procest to the proposei increase i.T 
r a i l t r a f t i c tnrou'^h the '-est 3 here c Dma'j r. i ; 1 es fro.-:: i ; 
to apprc.t^natelv 35 t r a i n s a d a j . 

.As a '-estshore resident, I s i n c e r e l y believe t h a t the 
safet y , h e a l t h and econoaic impact that t h i s proposal 
wo'iild have on v i r f j a l l y a l l of 'js i n s-.ich a denselv 
populated araa cculd be de'.'astating. 

^n c l o s i n g , '-hile r a i - r o a - s p i a j a v i t a , ro.e i n our 
ccuntry, comnion sense has to e.t i s r '.«'hen the s a f e t y an 
'••elfare o f l i t e r a l l " thousands cf i n d i v i d u a l s and fa:^ 
are at s t a k e . 

_ - 1 e s 

I thank you f o r reading .17 l e t t e r and 1 hope tha: 
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n - i i i l l be forthco. 'aing m the f u : 

S i n c e r e l y , 



c 

^ ' - ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ - ' - ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ ^ . ^ 

C'' 

.7^ ^ 

b̂ CUWENT 
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s:':;:: !rE:"r:™::?:;':;:?;»r"ENViROf':MENTfir->»' .925 K s u e e t N W D O C U M E N f ' ^ ^ ^ 

Sec t i on o f Env i ronmen ta l Ana l ys i s 
1925 K S t r e e t , N.W. 
Wash inq ton , D.C. 20^423 

Gen t ) e n e n : 

NORFOLK AND SOUTHERN RAILROAD'S PROPOSED FREIGHT TRAFFIC INCREASE 

NS has plans to increase r a i l freight fron \k to 38 trains pe- hour oeriod 
tircugh western Cleveland, its western suburbs of Lal̂ e'wocd, Rocky River, 
65% Village and Westlake, as well as northern suburbs in Lcrain Countv! Because 
c* concerns by the municipalities affected, a steering committee of the mayors 
cr tnese Suburbs, chaired by Mayer- Jelepis of Bav Villaae, has been meetinq 
witn U.S. Represematf've Dennis Kucinich to try tc ef<^ect some compromise accect-
able to NS, the Fece-al Surface Transportation Board, anc the affected suburbs. 

. in particular, is a densely populated residential community, with its 
retail d i s t r i c t s and what Industry I t does have south of the railroad tracks. In 
Its three-mile length from West l)7th Street to tne Rocky River border-, there are 27 
c-cssings, with cnly one underpass. He-ice, there are many concerns, chief of 

Is safetv: 

-esponse time for al l Sll calls for ene-gencv vehicles -- police, -^ire 
- ,v.'-cv -eclcal se-v I cesrv.-6-e cIsDatme- ''rr- Lake'.vcod Hcscital, where there 

--̂"S anc t^eir pe-scnnel on dcty twentv-*our hours a dav. The Director 
.• E-c';:e-:. 'ledlcal Services states that In me "as: five yea-s :~.e/ have re-

-200 calls per year cn an average, 1428 o* '.-.•* ich we-e fron north of 
'••̂  f'.::'^-^. •^'-I; Is acc-cxl'-'iatei V 3- oe-ce-t e l l calls. I - t^e 'rur --ontns 

• - • ' •:•'•. s e i j r l : . --e--"-;; snr.-. t^-^; t-e-e .vs-e 12 calls 
• • : • • • • • •• --IS r , G J -e • • - • •, ' . •-- -.-'• -~ : e -1 oc , .̂.e 

. c - e s c i t in poc^ c a i I f . c' ' I i ' e . c even d e a t h , c" e c a t i e n t . 

is a l s c a ma jo r ccnce ' -n . P j c i ' s a r t e - . : 

- c-cs s the f a c - s s , e : t n e - n c : - t : ,: - s - u t h 
• r e . " ^< in ie - . ' c h i l d r e n " i v e .betn n c " : - c'' 

c. •' •••-.:• -fddle ;r--•^ ^-c tnrpf- -'z 
• ' • •- ' • ' - i t . ^ . - c ^ r t i - e cress : - e :-£cl^s c a i i . . ' 
" •-' • :.-sry schoo i i C ' e v e l a n d anc a" sc - u s t c ress 

= - a t i e ' - d - G t.-.c C a t h o l i c e lementa-v s c h c o l s , 
• '-• - • - r •.• e t I s t e i e-e n t a'"•. ; c !~ .c r l ; I " La ke'.-.coc . He.-.' 

: ce'-a I i ~e-: t s , r e - ' a r s - e s j l t i n c ' - i - " ^ - i e s , 
-e t c ^ t - e . • . - ' r - t he re s-e - a " . t^e 

' c ! - r i c e " " . r e - a l l m e n t ; , i z ' a :^ c* 
c t - I d c c c - - . ' - c - e a s e r t - a - f ic w i 1 1 

— a-c e - . 1 - ; n - e - : a 1 p o l l u t i o n . 

nc t r a i n f - c ' ; t I o n . 



FD 33388 . . • • 

Norfolk and Southern has proposed closing some streets at the tracks, a so l u t i o n 
not I'kely to be welcomed by residents of those s t r e e t s , as well as causing con­
fusion of which routes are open and perhaps further increase in response time of 
emergeno vehicles. Would i t not be possible to route some of the increased 
f r e i q h t t r a f f i c through an i n d u s t r i a l area or areas less densely populated as 
the western'suburbs are? 

These are a l l problems the steering committee is wre s t l i n g with in t h e i r search 
for solutions acceptable to NS, the Federal Surface Transportation Board and the 
communities a f f e c t e d . 

Representative Kucinich has requested that l e t t e r s expressing your concerns be 
sent to him, 

U.S. Representative Dennis Kucinich 
1kkOO Detroi t Avenue 
Laisewood, Ohio 44107 

and to the 

Federa! Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental -Analysis 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Both the envelope and the enclosed l e t t e - must have the federal docket number. 

Respectfu11y , 

PhylV\s G. Solomon (Mrs.) 
The Carlyle Suite 908 
12900 Laise Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 



State of Illinois 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
Marv .\. Gade, Director 2200 Churchill Road, Springfield, JL 62794-9276 

Octoher 1. IW7 ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Ot fice of the Secretary 
C asc C (Mnn>l I nit 
SIB 1 inance Hockel No. ,vv̂ 88 
Surface I ransporlatiiMi Bi>ard 
U):5 K Streci. \ W . 
Washington. !).( . :(M:.^-()00I 

.•\ttention; Ms. I laine Kaiser, t hief 
Section of! n\ironmentai AnaKsis 
[:n\ ironmentai I ilinu 

Re: C'SX (.'orporalion and C'SX I ransportation. Inc. Norfolk Southern 
C orporation and Norfolk Southern Railwav ompanv 
C onlrol and Operaling I cases .Agreements 

C'onrail Inc. and Consolidated Rail C orporation I inance Dockei No. .̂ 3388 

Dear Ms. Kaiscr; 

The AgciicN has recci\ed \our letter of .-Xugust 28 and SeplemberlO. IW7 regarding the Environmcnial 
Report f rrata and the Supplemental f nvironmental Report tor thc aKne referenced project. 

fhe .\genc\ has revieued this addilional information and has thc following commenls: 

Se\ oral ofthe proposed construction projects couid rquire Dredge and fill permits under Section 
404 ofthe Clean Waler .Act from the I .S. .Arms Corps of lingineers for confruclion uhich occurs 
in waterwa\s. tloodplains. or wetlands, lhese Seciion 404 permils must be accompanied b\ 
Section 401 W aler Qualitv C ertifications from the Illinois HP A. 

If the pmposed construction projecb .vill inxoKcdisturbiti; five acres or moreofland area, storm 
waler NI'DfS Permits will be required Iri>m the Illinois l:P.-\. 

for assislance please contaci Tim Kluge ofour Bureau of W ater at 217-782-1654. 

SinccrcK. 

Bernard P. Kii I ian 
Dcpulv Director 

Printtd on Pecyclfi Paper 
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Mon., Sept 29, 1997 • • ' ' 
Paul Wilson A' ' "v v "i'A | 
615 Parkside Dr. C' . .^I'i.c^C.ixlRL 

TAI OOCUMENT 
No. FD 33388 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Doard, 

I w r i t e t h i s l e t t e r as an extremely concerned r e s i d e n t 
r e g a r d i n g the issue of a d d i t i o n a l f r e i g h t t r a f f i c on the 
r a i l road extending through our lakeshore communities. 

Foremost, I am concerned f o r the s a f e t y of my c h i l d r e n and 
a l l o t h e r c h i l d r e n t h a t l i v e and play i n the v i c i n i t / of the 
r a i l r o a d . The t r a c k s a t t r a c t c h i l d r e n of a l l ages, and even 
the present r a t e of r a i l t r a f f i c poses a great danger, but 
t o increase the t r a f f i c 200 %. from 13 to 38 t r a i n s , would 
be c r i m i n a l l y n e g l i g e n t . 

F o r t u n a t e l y , my f a m i l y resides i n Bay V i l l a g e , the r e a l 
t h r e a t i s t o Lakewood, Ohio. Lakewood i s one of the most 
densely populated communities i n the n a t i o n . The r a i l road 
passes c o u n t l e s s double and m u l t i p l e f a m i l y homes 
p r a c t i c a l l y through the backyards. The r a i l owns f o r t y 
i n t e r s e c t i o n s i n Lakewood w i t h o u t t r a f f i c gates. 

C l e a r l y , your board should be c o n s i d e r i n g d i s c o n t i n u i n g t h i s 
r a i l l i n e a l t o g e t h e r , or at the very l e a s t c u t t i n g the 
amount of t r a f f i c , or h o l d i n g C o n r a i i or N'nrfolk "ird 
Southern accountable f o r the gross o v e r s i g h t of f o r t y 
r e s i d e n t i a l i n t e r s e c t i o n s minus c r o s s i n g gates. 

Secondly, of course I am concerned w i t h my investment i n my 
f a m i l y ^ s home and the subsequent lo s s of property value w i t h 
38 t r a i n s r o l l i n g through my neighborhood a day. Bay 
V i l l a g e , Kocky River and Lakewood, Ohio are r e s i d e n t i a l 
areas w i t h l i t t l e i n d u s t r y . The r a i l goes through 
neighborhood a f t e r neighborhood. Every neighborhood would 
c e r t a i n l y l o s e property value. 

A l l our communities and businesses would s u f f e r economically 
because of the immense t r a f f i c problems t h i s amount of t r a i n 
t r a f f i c would c r e a t e . The town of Lakewood would become a 
ghost town. Already, i f a person gets caught by a t r a i n i n 
Lakewood, i t can take ten minutes t o go j u s t one block t o 
the other s i d e of the t r a c k s to get to the grocery f o r 
inscduce. ihe Lakewood f i r e and p o l i c e departments would be 
g r o s s l y impacted by t h i s p r o p o s a l . Can you imagine a f i r e 
t r u c k t r a v e l i n g through a r a i l yard t o get t o a f i r e ? 

I suggest a v i s i t from your board to our communities so the 
board can see f i r s t hand how t h i s r a i l l i n e already 
adversely a f f e c t s our neighborhoods. 

To increase t r a f f i c would be d i s a s t e r . 

Paul Wilson, Bay V i l l a g e , Ohio 



P.S. To choose the corporate i n t e r e s t s of the r a i l l i n e 
over the general welfare, economy, and safety of thousands 
of c i t i z e n s , would once again prove that we do not l i v e i n a 
democracy, but rather a government bought and paid for by 
corporate interests. 



.September 2 .̂ 1997 

a b Surtace Transportation Board 
A N N SKA-f-inance Dockci >̂  »«S 
ivj.s K street NW 
Washington. LM 20423 

Ucar Sirs 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

'> - ^ A ^ l ^ L _ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ l i c n d Lincoln hlcnjemar> Sthool in Lakcw M> child! ren 
Lincoln is north ofthe Nortolk Soulhcm railroad tracks 6omc ol the children attending Lincoln must 
cross the tracks at least two tmics a da> lo gei to and trom school ! here are 45U children that anend 
Lincoln hleinentar> 

Lakeuood Hospital, thc closest and largest tire department and the Police station are all located south of 
thc tracks I hus. a stopped or slow moving treight tram could pre\cnl cmergencv sersiccs from reaching 
our children in an acceptable length of time This delav could cosl a child their litie It could bc m\ child 
This IS why I feci strongK againsl NS increasing rail tratlic by three time or more ll ma> bc more Mr 
Pat .McC'une VP t\ibhc AOairs toi NS Corporation, said he could mn gtiaraniee that rail tralJic uould 
not exceed thc '•ailroad s proposed average ol * l lo t̂) trams per dav As NS's business increases it is 
more than likcl;. thc atx)\c numt>ers ol trains ihrough Lakewood and the West Shore area will increase 
also 1 his IS no accepiable 

Following are the reasons we as a communitv cannot .illowcd this to occur 

1) Safctv - tor onr children wtio cross thc tracks daily lo go lo school, ihc librarv. and parks 

2) C arrying ot ha/ardons waste - including nuclear wasie- would ihcorcticalK increase trom the prcscnl 
numtier ot i.s4.>'.<4 cars per \ear lalrcadv too tugh ot a number through our community) to over 7f>4.(KK) 
cars per year hach car a potential threat lo our children A study done bv thc Agency for Nuclear 
Protects. Nuclear Waste OtTicc. Nevada based numbers Irom the U S Oepanment ot Lnergv and compiled 
the tollowing statistic for thc state ot Ohio 2 shipments ot high level nuclear waste from nuclear 
plants and nuclear weapon disannament will travel throuch (Jhio- 2.tK)3 of those shipments are likelv to 
RO througii Lahewood and the West Shore area of Cleveland Nortblk Southem has a pre-agrecment 
with the Kcdcra' Government to carry ihe .above nuclear waste lhere are rwo routes ihrough northem 
Ohio One bcinj throuuh our coinniuniiv 

A tnpling of trains through LakewcKXI would mcrease air pollution »(><) tons per \car Most ol the 
pollutant being nitrogen ovidc 

Other issues ot strong concem are 

hv acuaiion ot the schools north ot the tracks should a train derail and spill ha/ardous cargo 1 here arc no 
school buses in l>akewood , iherelorc there would be no ŵ v tor the children lo gel out of the city A 
decrease ot proi)env value which would also be a decrease tav base for our schools And a tlighl ol 
taimhes Irom Le kewood which would mean a general decline fbr om community. 

l his issue IS om ot great concem to all of us that live m Lakewood Please bc assured the citi/ens ot the 
Wĉ i Shore area are closelv momtonng the S I B proax^dmgs 1 am concemed about lhe saletv issues and 
how mv child (rem will (x' altected 

Sincerelv. 



i^t.^ 

Ulh/ d:yŷ ^̂  / / 
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LARRY D 
INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
Division o t Wate' 
402 W Washington St.. Rm W264 
I n d i a n a p o l i s . Indiana 46204-2748 
317-232-4160 
FAX 317-233-4579 

MACKLIN, DIRECTOR 

O f f i c e o f thc SecrclarN' 
Case Control L'nit 
S T B Finance Docket No. 333SS 
Surface Tran.sportation board 
1925 K Street. N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20423-0001 

Septeinber 30. \W1 

A T T N : Eiainc K. Kaiser. Chic' 
Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Dear Ms . Kaiser: 

rhank you for notifying the Indiana l.ake Michigan Coastal Coordination Program ofthe proposal for CSX 
Ctvtporation. and CSX Transportation. Inc.. Norfolk Southern Corpora'ion. and Norfolk Southem Railway 
C ompany. and Conraii inc. and Consolidated Rail C oiporation lo consolidate. Indiana has been exploring the 
dev elopment of a coaslal zone managcmenl program, bul does not have a federally approved program subject 
to lf> USC 1451.(7. Vft/. 

Environmental reviews by the Departmeni of Nalural Resourees arc conducted through the Division of Fish and 
W i l d l i f e . Com.ments by the Indiana Department of Natural Re;>ourccs or. thc cnvironiricntai impact .stateivicnt 
fo r the proposal can be sought by wnting lo thc following addrcss: 

Stephen Jose, l nv ironincnlal CcMirdinalor 
Div ision of F ish and W ildlife 
Indiana Departmeni of Natural Resources 
402 \\'cst \ \ ashinglon St.. Rm VV273 
Indianapolis. IN 46204 

A g a i n , thank \ ou for notifying the Coastal Coordination Program ofthis activity. 

Sincerely. 

Dawn M. Deady. Coordinator 
Lake Michigan Coa.stal Coordination Program 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER' 

© 
rnwTif. 0T» p: ^ - : y ' l *nrn 
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'" ̂  The Cleveland Museum of Art 

To Whom It Ma> Concem- D O C U M E N T October 1. 1997 

I v\ nte this lelter as a concemed citizen who is opposed to the prosposal lo increase freight train 
traltic in l.akewood. Ohio. This is a densely populated community which can nol handle the 
inereased traffic. It vvould completely disrupi automobile traffic in mv community, vvould be a 
threat to the safelv of children w ho sometimes pass the traeks coming to and from school, and the 
noisc polution would be unbearable. 

l he best solution would be that Norfolk Southern Railroad relinquish the irack lines running 
through l.akewood to the Regioi tl T ransii .Authority of Cleveland so that light rail can be 
established on these lines, and public transportation can become available to Cleveland-s westem 
suburbs. I understand that Norfolk Southem does have the oplion to reroute its trafic through a 
less populated, southem area of Cleveland instead of running through Lakewood. 

Sincereh-

.-Micia Hudson 
1 2037 Lake .Av e. .Apt. 304 
Lakewood. Ohio 44107 
<216) 221-4233 

ce- Mav or Cain s Office 

. ; E A S T B O U L E V A R D . C L b V E L A N D . O H I O 4 4 1 0 6 - 1 7 9 7 

2 1 6 - 4 2 1 - 7 3 4 0 T O D 2 1 6 - 4 2 1 - 0 0 1 8 FAX 2 1 6 - 4 2 1 - 0 4 1 1 



Mdnagement Recruiters 
International, Inc. World Headquarters 

iOO Public Square 
31st floor 
Cleveland, OH 44114 2301 
i2!6l 696 1122 
FAXl2I6i696 3221 

ENV:P.0i4iV.ENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

liik-Wv^inl suiffiir^ si.luliii'i. 

September 30, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section ofEnvironmental Anaivsis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

RE: NO. FD 33388 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Lm writing to voice my opposition to Norfolk & Southern's plan to expand rail traffic 
through the western suburbs. Such a move would create a safety haSrd for the hut^Lds 
ot families hvmg adjacent to the tracks, not to mention niotonst'usmg trlc^™^^^^ 

I live less than a half-mile from the tracks in question, in Bay Village N & S's oian wm.lH 
be a threat to my family's safety and well-being in several ways. Hrst my f L r year ofd 
son s in-home day care provider lives adjacentio the tracks And as yoSow unlike 
mlerstate h^hways, railroad tracks are not fenced on either side. Wê talk to oû  son 

W hat they are told. I fear that he may wander onto the tracks some day, and the probabilitv 
ot bemg injured would be greatly increased if N & S's proposal goes through Probability 

Second, a derailment could easily lead to hazardous or toxic materials released into our air 
We hve close etiough to the tracks lhal we could easily be injured by such an occurrence 

r muS S l ™ ' ' ' ' ' ' ^^""^ — ^ wheth^;K;^Sor 

Safelv is my greatest concem. but I would al.so add to that the inconvenience <actor Th,.<;e 
days time is a scarce commodity. I don't think we should underestimate the value of ^ 
peoples time, and how much time would be collectively wasted with increa.- d train traffic. 

I sirongly believe we should be looking at ways to enhance the living conditions m our 
communities, not worsen them. Therefore, Lm an ardent advocate of using the existit.g 
.\ & S lines for commuter rad service, rather than increased freight traffic This is the most 
positive possible outcome of the challenge before us, therefore I encourage you lo use Tur 
authority lo keep N & S from expanding rail service through our communities. 

Sincerelv, 

' / 

Joseph (t-. Messinger 
402 Lake Forest Drive 
Bay Village, OH 44140 
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
.Section ofEnvironmental Anaivsis . H T * - . * ! " * " DOCUMENT 

October 2. 1997 

Peter J. Shudtz 
General Counsel 
CSX Transportation 
3 Foxmere Drive 
Richmond, VA 23233 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388: CSX and NS - Control and Acquisition ~ 
ConraiL Request for Environmental Information. 

Dear Mr. Shudtz: 

This is in response to your September 19, 1997 letter stating that CSX was unaware of 
any outstanding data needs for the Conrail envtronmental review process. I was concerned by 
your letter because in my September 17, 1997 letter, I had specifically included attachments that 
identified SEA's outstanding data needs. My September 17th letter also expressed SEA's 
concern lhal the Errata to the Environmental Report (ER) was not received until August 28, 
1997, approximately eight weeks after the applicants filed their ER. 

In view of your letter, I felt it was necessary to meet with the study team in order to put 
together for CSX a sunmtary of SEA's data requests and their status. Accordingly, I have 
broken down the information SEA needs ftom CSX into two categories: (1) a specific list of 
the data needs referenced in my September 17th letter and their current status; and (2) those 
addilional data requests that SEA has made since September 17th and their current status. 

I . Data Rcquests Made Prior to September 17, 1997 and Their Status: 

1. Safety — Hazardous Materials. The data on hazardous materials is critical to the 
safety analytical model that tiie SEA study team will use to predict tht likelihood of 
accidents, derailments, and spills. This information is required by the Board's 
environmental rules at 49 CFR 1105.7(e)(7)(ii). Accordingly, CSX was asked to: 



A. Identiiy and describe those rail line segments over which there would be a 
substantial increase in hazardous materials transportation. Specifically, SEA 
requested that CSX provide information on the number of cars carrying hazardous 
materials both pre- and post-acquisition for all line segments. SEA made this 
request in the attached letters dated May 28, 1997 and July 3, 1997. In addition, 
SEA requested this information from CSX repiesentatives at meetings cn September 
11, 1997, and again on September 19. 1997. 

STATUS: Outstanding. 

B. Identify the types and quantities of hazardous materials transported by CSX and the 
specific routes of movement for these hazardous materials both pre- and post-
acquisition. SEA made this request in the attached letter dated July 3, 1997. 

STATICS: Outstanding. 

2. Rail Oi)erations -- Safety. Class of track and method of control (e.g., signaling) 
provide critical input tc the safety analytical models that the SEA smdy team will use to 
analyze the potential safety effects of increased freight operations as well as the 
potential safety .npac^ of freight operations on commuter trains. Accordingly, CSX 
was asked to: 

Provide data on class of track and method of control for: (1) all rail line segments 
that trigger the Board's environmental thresholds; and (2) all rail line segments with 
an increase of one or more freight trains and that carry passenger raii trains. The 
method of control and class of track data is critical to the safety analytical model 
that the SEA study team will use to predict the likelihood of accidents, derailments, 
and hazardous material spills and releases. SEA requested this information during ; 
meeting on August 29, 1997. 

STATUS: CSX provided the information to SEA on or after September 17, 
1997. SEA is currently verifying this data. 

Rail Operations - Passenger Rail. CSX was asked to provide CSX capacity data, 
such as string line diagrams that depict tune and distance of train movements, to 
assist SEA in determining where schedules would permit the movement of 
additional passenger trains for the following rail lines with commuter trains: 

Washington, DC - Frederick, MD 
Washington. DC - Baltimore, MD (Camden Line) 
Washington, DC - Martinsburg, WV 



SEA requested this information on string line diagrams for commuter operations on 
August 7, 1997. 

STATUS: Outstanding. 

4. Raii Operations - Freight Movements. The SEA study team requirss data on the 
movement of freight in and oul of selected cities to assist in the verification of the rail 
operations information. Accordingly, CSX was asked to: 

Provide the pre- and post-acquisition bi-directional gross-tonnage flow data for the 
cities of Cleveland. Toledo, Columbus, and Buffalo. SEA made this request on 
August 7, 1997. 

STATUS: Outstanding. 

5. Air Quality. An element of the air quality analysis is the identification of information 
relating to thc transpon of ozone-depletnig materials. This information is required by 
the Board's environmental rules at 49 CFR 1 lu5.7(e)(5)(C)(iii). Accordingly, CSX 
was asked to: 

Address in the Environmental Report (ER), the tiansportation of ozone-depleting 
materials by identifying the materials, quantities transported, frequency of service, 
safety practices, etc. SEA made this request in the attached lelter dated July 3, 
1997 In addition. SEA requested this information from CSX representatives at 
meetings on September 11, 1997, and again on September 19, 1997. CSX stated it 
would deliver the requested information by the September 19th meeting. 

STATUS: Outstanding. 

6. Cultural Resources. The SEA study team needs access to certain facilities and right-
of-way to conduct on-site assessments of potential impacts to cultural resources. 

A. Exermont Intermodal Facility: SEA requested information and access to this site in 
the attached letter dated August 12, 1997, to complete the Phase I survey. In 
addition, SEA requested this access from CSX representatives at meetings on 
September 11, 1997, and again on September 19, 1997. 

STATUS: CSX provided this information and access on September 26, 1997. 

B. Willard and Collingwood Yards: SEA requested, in the attached letter dated July 3, 
1997. a description of the proposed improvements, affected historic properties, 
potential impacts, and mitigation measures, along with USGS topographical mans 
locating and depicting the extent of each project. In addition, SEA requested this 



information from CSX representatives at meetings on September 11, 1997, again on 
September 19, 1997, and yet again in a telephone call on September 22, 1997. 

STATUS: CSX provided this information and access on September 26, 1997. 

7. Noise. SEA continues its efforts to verify the noise receptor counts provided in the ER 
for rail linc segments that would trigger the Board's environmental thresholds. This 
verification process is part of SEA's analysis of noise, as well as environmentaljustice. 
To permil accuraie verification CSX was asked to: 

Provide copies of aerial photographs of rail line segments that trigger the Board's 
environmental thresholds. SEA requested these photographs in the attached letter 
dated July 3, 1997. 

STATUS: CSX is to provide these aerials photographs to SEA in November 
1997. 

8. Land Use. SEA must determine if the proposed acquisition has a net impact on the 
amount of prime farmland. This information is required by the Board's rules at 
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3)(ii). SEA was not able to verify by site visits the data provided in 
the ER. Accordingly, CSX was asked to: 

Provide soil survey maps regarding the effects on prime farmland of all proposed 
rail line and rail facility constructions and rail line abandonments. SEA made this 
request in the attached letter dated July 3, 1997. According to SEA's current 
inventory, CSX provided soil maps for only four Ohio counties. 

STATLS: Remainder of data request is outstanding. 

Transportalion/TrafTic. SEA needs information on CSX's plans to improve and 
construct grade separations to determine to what effect, if any, these improvements and 
constructions can mitigate environmental impacts. Accordingly, CSX was asked to: 

Provide information on Conrail's and CSX's present and planned grade separation 
projects underway with states that lists the location of each project, the plaimed start 
date, and provides a description of the project (e.g., new separation, widening, 
improvement, or maintenance) for all projects that are approved and fully funded. 
SEA made this request in the attached letter dated July 3, 1997. CSX provided 
information on active grade separation projects to SEA on September 26, 1997. 

STATUS: SEA is in the process of verifying this recently-provided 
information. 

- 4 -



10, Construction Altematives. SEA needs a description of the alternatives considered for 
the proposed construction activities and the rationale for selecting the proposed 
constructions. SEA made this request in the attached letters dated May 28 and July 3, 
1977. 

STATUS: Outstanding. 

II. Data Requests Made After September 17, 1997 and Their Status: 

11. Passenger Rail. SEA needs to analyze the operating characteristics ofthe railroads, 
which includes an analysis of the existing and potentia! contractual agreements between 
freight and passenger carriers to determine how (and if) current and fnture passenger 
rail plans will be affected by the proposed acquisition. Accordingly, CSX was asked 
to: 

A. Provide a status of consultations and discussions with commuter passenger service 
providers that would like to initiate or expand passenger rail service. List any 
agencies that have discussed new routes, new service, or expanded service on CSX 
tracks, including a description of service, contract name, and funding stams. SEA 
made this requesi at a meeting on September 24, 1997. 

STATICS: Information due to SEA no later than October 3, 1997. 

B. Identify and provide in writing CSX's policy or practice vegarding contract renewal 
negotiations for those contracts that will expire within the next three years. SEA 
made a request regarding contract renewals for commuter service at a meeting on 
September 24, 1997. 

STATUS: Information due to SEA no later than October 3, 1997. 

12. Noise. SEA has asked lhat CSX: 

A. Verify, the rail line segments and rail line endpoints of the GIS data base that SEA's 
consultants have developed to represent all rail line segments affected by the 
proposed acquisition. This GiS data is necessary for SEA's analysis of all 
environmental study areas. SEA requested this information on September 19, 1997. 

STATUS: CSX data was verified with SEA's consultants on September 24 and 
25, 1997. 

B Make CSX's noise consultants available to SEA to assist in data collection, 
geocoding aerial photographs, and counting noise receptors. SEA requested this 
assistance on September 19, 1997. 



STATUS: Underway. 

C. Provide aerial photographs of rail line segments diat exceed the Board's 
environmental tiiresholds (see Item 7). SEA requested these photographs on 
September 19, 1997. 

STATUS: Agreement reached on September 25, 1997, for providing aerial 
photography in November. 

It is imperative that CSX provides all outstanding information to SEA by close of 
busi.ness Monday, October 6, 1997. The only exception is the new aerial photography that 
CSX will provide to SEA in November 1997. 

As you know, CSX's fulfillment of these information requests is critical to SEA's 
ability to conduct a comprehensive and defensible environmental analysis. I am extremely 
concerned about the time that SEA has already lost in obtaining needed information from CSX 
and the impact that this has had on SEA's timely preparation ofthe Environmental Impact 
Statemem. If you have need any fnrther clarification about data requests, please contact 
Michael Dalton immediately at (202) 565-1530 or Charles Gardiner at (202) 955-1430 
extension 202. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elaine K. Kaiser'' 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

Attachments 

• 6 
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DOCUMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Octobers, 1997 

The Honorable Bamey Frank 
United States House of Representatives 
2210 Raybum Building 
Washington, DC 20515-2104 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
acquisition - Conrail 

Dear Congressman Frank: 

Thank you for your letter dated August 5. 1997, on behalfof your constituents in 
southeastern Massachusetts. This letter is in response to your concems about clean-up and 
remediation at the Ncw Bedford, Massachusetts rail yard well as your interest in any plans to 
upgrade rail line segments and facilities in the region. 

The Surface Transportation Board's (Board) Section ofEnvironmental Analysis (SEA) is 
conducting an environmental review of the potential environmental impacts associated with the 
proposea Conrail acquisition and will prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). As part 
of its environmental review, SEA will consider the liability of responsible parties for the clean­
up of contaminated soil or hazardous materials on railroad property and railroad right-of-way. In 
addition, SEA will address the potenlial envirotunental impacts ofthe proposed acquisition on 
passenger and freight operations. A copy ofthe final scope of the EIS is enclosed for your 
reference. 

CSX, Norfolk Southem, and Conrail have submitted environmental reports and operating 
plans detailing the physical and operational changes associated with the proposed acquisition. 
SEA has reviewed this informalion and found no changes in rail traffic levels in southeastem 
Massachusetts related to the proposed transaction. In addition, the applicants have not proposed 
increases ofrail traffic along the Boston, MA-Buffalo, NY corridor. Both this rail line and the 
New Bedford rail yard are owned and operated by Conrail, and will transfer lo CSX ifthe 
proposal currently before the Board is approvexl. 

Under the curreni procedural schedule adopted by the Board, SEA plans to issue the Drafi 
EIS in November 1997, with a forty-five day public review and comment period. After 



conducting an independent environmental analysis, reviewing all environmental infonnation 
available to date, consulting with appropriate agencie;;, and fiilly considering all public 
comments, SEA plans to prepare a Final EIS for consideration by the Board in April 1998. In its 
final decision, thc Board will consider the entire environmental record, including all public 
comments, the Draft EIS, and the Final EIS. 

If you have additional questions conce.ning the environmental review process, please 
contact me at (202) 565-1538, or Mike Dalton, SEA Project Manager for the Conrail acquisition, 
at (202) 565-1530. 

'CU<Ji1 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Enclosure 
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Suiface Transportation Board 

[STB Finance Docket No 33388] 

CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc., Norfolk Southem Corporation and 
Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Control and Operating Leases/Agreements — 
Conrail, Inc. and Consolidated Rail Corporation. 

AGENCY: Surface Transportation Board 

ACTION: Notice ofFinal Scope ofEnvironmental Impact Statement (EIS). 

SUMMARY: On June 23, 1997, CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc (CSX), 
Norfolk Southem Corporation, and Norfolk Southem Railway Company (NS), and Conrail Inc. 
and Consoiidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) filed an application (primary application) with the 
Surface Transportation Board (Board) under 49 U S C 11323-25, NS, CSX, and Conrail are 
jointly seeking authority fbr NS and CSX to acquire control of Conrail and for the subsequent 
division of some of Conrail's assets and for the joint operation of other Conrail assets. The 
proposed transaction involves more than 44,000 miles of rail lines and related facilities covering a 
large portion ofthe eastem United States To evaluate and consider the potential environmental 
impacts that might result from the proposed transaction, the Board's Section ofEnvironmental 
Analysis (SEA) is preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS). The Board has determined 
that an EIS is warranted due to the nature and scope of environmental issues that may arise. SEA 
published the draft scope of the EIS in the Federal Register on July 7, 1997, a 30-day public 
comment period on the draft scope ended August 6, 1997, and the hnal scope of the EIS is 
included as part of this notice. Changes made to the draft scope are detailed in the Response to 
Comments section of this notice. 

Dates: SEA expects to distribute the Draft EIS for public review and comment in 
November 1997. 

Address: Offic3 of the Secretary 
Case Con'rol Unit 
STB Finance Docket No 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 204/3-0001 

In the lower left-hand comer of the envelope, include: 
Attention: Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief, Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
Environmental Filing 



For Further Infonnation Contact: Mr Michael Dalton, SEA Project Manager, Conrail 
Control Transaction, (202) 565-1530; or Ms Dana White, SEA Environm.ental Specialist, 
at (202; 565-1552. (TDD for the hearing impaired: (202) 565-1695). 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 

Background: The proposed transaction, also referted to as the proposed action, would 
result in the individual assignment of certain existing Conraii facilities and operations to either 
CSX or NS through operating agreements or other mechanisms, and the sharing and operation of 
other existing Conrail facilitifis and operations for the benefit of both CSX ar.d NS This would 
result in an expanded CSX rail system, an expanded NS rail system, and certain areas of joint 
ownership and operation. According to CSX, NS, and Conrail (collectively. Applicants), CSX 
and NS would continue to compete with each other in providing rail freight services and would 
expand their competition to areas in which Conrail '<6 currently the only major rail carrier. Each of 
the two railroads would utilize its existing lines, would operate certain Conrail lines independently 
ofthe other, and would jointly operaie certain Conrail lines. 

Applicants anticipate that the proposed transaction would provide benefits that include: 
reduced energy usage, enhanced safety, reduced highway congestion, reduced system-wide air 
pollutant emissions, expanded competition, and a more efficient rail transportation system. The 
proposed transaction includes changes in railroad operations such as increases and decreases in 
train traffic, changes in activity at rail yards and intermodal facilities, rail line abandonments and 
rail line connection constmction projects The proposed iransact'on is detailed in the primary 
application, and is discussed in specific terms in the operating plans and the environmental report 
(ER) that are part ofthe application The ER describes the physical and operational changes that 
would be associated with the proposed transaction and discusses the potential environmental 
impacts of those changes. Applicants also filed conected and supplemental infonnation in the 
Errata and Supplemental ER on August 28, 1997 

Applicants served the ER, the Enata and the Supplemental ER on appropriate Federal, 
state, and local agencies. Applicants also served these documents on aflfected cities with 
p.>pulations ofmore than 50,000, as well as on counties and regional planning organizations that 
could be afTer'ed, 

Environmental Review Process and Alternatives: The National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) process is intended to assist the Board and the public in identifying and assessing the 
potentiai environmental consequences of a proposed action before the Board may make a decision 
on a proposed action During scoping, the first phase of the NEPA process, the Board's 
environmentai staff, SEA, published a draft scope in July 1997, soliciting information and 
comments on the scope of environmental issues to be addressed in the EIS for the proposed 
transaction. Under the NEPA process, SEA will evaiuate the potential environmental impacts of 
operalional and physical changes that are related to the proposed transaction. Existing rail 
operations are the baseline against which the potential environmental impacts ofthe proposed 
transaction will be evaluated, SEA will not propose mitigation of environmental impacts relating 
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to existing raii operations and existing railroad facilities. 

In making its decision in this proceeding, the Board will consider public comments and 
SEA's environmental analysis contained in the EIS, including any proposed environmental 
mitigation The altematives SEA will consider in the EIS are: (1) approval of the transaction as 
proposed, (2) disapproval of the proposed transaction in whole (No-Action altemative), and, 
(3) approval of the proposed transaction with conditions, including environmental mitigation 
conditions.^ 

Other parties may file inconsistent or responsive applications requesting modifications to 
the proposed transaction, such as requests for trackage rights or the acquisition of particular rail 
lines. The EIS will address potential environmental impacts and rail system changes proposed in 
the inconsistent and responsive applications. 

Relationship with Other Agencies: The auihority of the Board is broad and extends to 
all matters affecting change in rail operations resulting directly from the proposed transaction. 
Conditions may be imposed to mitigate adverse environmental impacts that are the result of the 
proposed transaction, or any alternative considered and approved by the Board In determining 
appropriate conditions for the transaction, the Board will exercise its authority wiih due regard 
for the jurisdiction and expertise of other Federal agencies (e g,, the Federal Railroad 
.Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency, the U S, Army Corps of Engineers, and 
the U S Fish and Wildlife Service). 

Related Activities: NS and CSX requested, and the Board allowed, the proposed 
construction of seven small rail line connections (Seven Connections) totaling approximately four 
miles to be filed and reviewed separately from the primary application. This separate 
environmental review process will address only the potential environmental impacts of the 
physical construction of these Seven Connections and Applicants' proposed operations over these 
individual lines The operational implications of the transaction as a whole, including proposed 
operations over these Seven Connections, if authorized, will be examined in the context of the 

' In merger and control cases, the Board's practice consistently has been to mitigate only those 
environmenlal impacts that result from the transaction. The Board, like its predecessor, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, has not imposed mitigation to remedy preexisting condiUons such as those that 
might make the quality of life m a particular communitv better, but are not a direct result of the merger 
(i c , congestion associated with the existing rail line tî afTic, or the traffic of other railroads), 

" Thc Board has broad authority to impose conditions in railroad control transactions under 49 
u s e, 1 1324 (c) However, the Board's power to impose conditions is not limitless: the record must 
support the imposition of the condition at issue. Moreover, there must be a sufficient relationship 
between the condition imposed and tlie transaction before the agency, and the condition imposed must 
be reasonable 



EIS that is being prepared for the proposed transaction,' 

Pubiic Participation: SEA encourages broad participation in the EIS process during 
scoping and review of the Draft EIS. Interested agencies and persons were invited to participate 
in the scoping phase by reviewing the draft scope of the EIS Due to the broad geographic scope 
ofthe proposed transaction, SEA did not conduct public scoping meetings. However, in addition 
to publication of the draft scope of the EIS in the Federal Register on July 7, 1997, SEA 
implemented an extensive public outreach program to notify the public that SE A was soliciting 
comments on the draft scope of the EIS and to encourage public participation in the 
environmental review process 

SEA distributed information about the proposed transaction and SEA's intent to prepare an 
EIS through the following outreach activities 

• On July 3, 1997, a scoping package that included the draft scope of the EIS was distributed to 
approximately 1,900 Federal, state and local elected and agenc> officials. In this package, the 
Board also announced its intent to prepare an EIS and requested cotnments on the draft 
scope. 

• On July 7, 1997, SEA published a notice in the Federal Register to announce the Board's 
intent to prepare an EIS, to publish the draft scope of the EIS, and to request comments on 
the proposed scope 

• In July 1997, a press release detailing this same infomiation was distributed to thc media in the 
24 affected states, and a legal notice was placed in the newspapers with the highest circulation 
for each of the potentially affected counties. 

• During July and .August 1997, SEA also prepared and widely distributed a Fact Sheet 
describing the p; losed transaction to 7,000 elected officials, agencies and organizations for 
cities and counties potentially affected by the proposed transaction. 

• To further assist SEA in receiving input from the public, SEA established a toll-free 
environmental hotline (1-888-869-1997), established a website (www conrailmerger com), 
and initiated media monitoring services that involved a weekly review of newspaper articles. 

The SEA study team established a comprehensive database to record and maintain all 
comments received in writing and via telephone and the website. Written comments on the draft 

' Board Decision No 9 in this proceeding, issued June 12, 1997, granted Applicants' petition for 
waiver related to the Seven Connections and explained what the environmental review process for those 
projects would be Specifically, SEA intends to prepare a separate Environmental Assessment for each 
of these small construction projects. However, if SEA determines that any one of the construction 
proposals could potentialK cause, or contnbute to, significant environmental impacts, then the project 
will bc incorporated into the EIS for the overall proposed transaction, and will not be separately 
considered Also, no rail operations can begin over these Seven Connections until completion of the 
EIS process, and issuance of a ftirther decision, 
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scope of the EIS were due to the Board within the 30-day comment period, which ended on 
August 6, 1997 All comments have been placed in the Public Record for this proceeding In 
preparing the final scope of the EIS, SEA has considered all the environmental comments 

Response to Comments SEA received more than 170 comments conceming the draft 
scope of the EIS Twenty-one commenls were received from Federal agencies, including the U.S. 
Departments of .Agriculture, Commerce, Housing and Utban Development, Interior, and 
Transportation, the U S Army Corps of Engineers, the U S Coast Guard, and the Environmental 
Protection Agency Forty-eight comments were received from state agencies in AL, DE, FL, GA, 
IL, IN, KY. LA, NfD, M.A, Ml, MS, MO. NC, NJ, m ' , OH, PA, RI, SC, TN, VT, VA, and WV. 
Seventy-eight comments were received from local, county, and regional agencies from the states 
of AL, DE. DC, FL, GA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MD, MA, Ml, NC, NJ, NY, OH, PA, TN, and VA. 
Nine comments were received from citizens in DE, GA, and OH Five businesses — including 
Interstate Commodities, Inc , Johnson Environmental Consulting Group, Inc , Newark (DE) 
Center for Creative Leaming, Newark (DE) Day Nursery, and Port Richmond Community 
Council, Inc , provided comment, as did a rail carrier. National Railroad Passerger Corporation 
(Amtrak) Seven comments were received from other interested parties, including the League of 
Women Voters of New Castle County, DE, the .American Public Transit Association, The 
Waterftont Historic Area League. New Bedford, M.A, Indianapolis Power & Light Company, IN, 
DowntowTi Newark, DE, University of Delaware, DE, and Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey School of Law The comments covered a broad range of topics, including air quality, 
water resources, noise, at-grade highway safety, rail accidents, emergency vehicle response times, 
hazardous materials transportalion and spills, environmentaljustice, and cunent and fijture 
commuter rail service. 

SEA reviewed and considered all comments received in its preparation of the final scope 
of the EIS, The final scope reflects changes made because of comments on the draft scope of the 
EIS. Other changes in the final scope of the EIS were made for clarification. 

Specifically, the Safety Section of the final scope of the EIS provides that grade crossing 
safety generally will be considered for at-grade highway crossings with average daily traffic levels 
of 5,000 or more vehicles In applying this threshold for the review of at-grade crossings in past 
environmental documents, SEA found it to be a conservative baseline. 

SEA received several comments conceming hazardous waste. In response, section 
1(D)(7) of the final scope of the EIS was added to indicate that the Draft EIS will assess the 
locations and types ofhazardous waste sites and spills on the rights-of-way of proposed 
construction projects and rail line abandonmenis SEA notes, however, that other Federal and 
state agencies have primary jurisdiction for investigation, clean-up, and remediation ofhazardous 
waste sites 

SE.A received approximately 20 comments related to potential impacts on commuter rail 
service In response. Section 2 ofthe fina! scope has been expanded to include an analysis of 
polential passenger diversions, and reasonably foreseeable commuter rail inception or expansion 
plans (i e , where capital improvements are planned, approved, and fiinded) Section 2 also 
addresses comments requcsung that SEA discuss the potential impacts of increased train traffic on 
movable (draw ) bndges over navigable channels 

Section 4, Energy, has been clarified in the final scope to address estimated system-wide 
changes in energy efficiency (fuel use), including the impact of truck-to-rail diversions. Section 



4(C) addresses the overall estimated changes in energy efficiency resulting from rail-to-truck 
diversions subject to the Board's regulatory thresholds in 49 CFR, 1105 7(e)(4)(iv) 

Section 5, Air Quality, has been expanded to include the calculation of net increases of 
emissiijns fiom the proposed transaction for counties where increases in locomotive emissions are 
projected to be 100 tons or more per year Section 6, Noise, has been modified to reflect the 
actual data that are available to analyze noise impacts. Estimates of receptors will be developed 
where noise levels are predicted to rise to 65 decibels or greater as a result of rail traffic 
increases related to the proposed transaction 

Section 9, Environmental Justice, has been expanded in the final scope to include a report 
on the demographics in the vicinity of rail line segments with projected rail traffic increases of 
eight (8) trains or more per day 1 he portion of Section 3 of the final scope of the EIS, involving 
Socioeconomic Issues, includes a consideration of socioeconomic impacts to the extent that they 
result directly from changes to the physical environment due to the proposed transaction That 
approach is consist.̂ nt with the U S Supreme Court decision m Metropolitan Edison Co. v. 
People Against Nuciear Energy, 460 U S 766 (1982), Those most directly and immediately 
affected by the proposed transaction, the employees of the consolidating carriers, will be covered 
by the labor protection afforded by the Board in considering the merits of the proposed 
transaction Therefore, these impacts need not be addressed in the EIS Section 3 also has been 
expanded to specifically state that the EIS will address the potential environmental impacts of 
proposed rail line constmction and abandonment activities on Native American reservations and 
sacred sites. 

Several comments on the draft scope of the EIS suggested there be at" analysis ofthe 
cumulative impacts of certain environmi ntal effects related to the proposed transaction. The final 
scope oi'lhe EIS indicaies the Draft EIS will undertake cumulative effects analyses related to the 
proposed transaction where such eflfects could have regional or system-wide impacts The effects 
to be analyzed will include air quality and energy Cumulative effects also may be analyzed for 
other projects or activities related to the proposed transaction where information is provided in a 
timely fashion to the Board describing those projects, their intenelationship to the proposed 
transaction, and the type and severity of the potenlial environmental impacts, and SEA determines 
that there is the likelihood of significant environmental impacts. 

Parties of Record: The Board received 228 notices of designation as a Party of Record 
(POR) As stated in Board Decision No 6 in this case*, copies of Board decisions, orders, and 
notices will be served only on persons designated as PORs, members of Congress, and govemors 
on the Board's oflficial service list All other interested persons who wish to receive copies of 
Board decisions, orders, and notices served in this proceeding are encouraged to make advance 
arrangements with the Board's copy contractor, DC News & Data, Inc , at (202) 289-4357. 

For Additional Infonnation Contact Mr Michael Dalton, SEA Project Manager, 
Conrail Control Transaction, (202) 565-1530, or Ms, Dana White, SEA Environmental Specialist, 
at (202) 565-1552 [TDD for the hearing impaired (202) 565-1695]. Summary infonnation 

Board Decision No 6 was issued May 30, 1997, and published at 62 FR 29387-29391, 
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.'bout the proposed transaction and the final scope of the EIS can be found at the following 
Inlemet web site: http //www conrailmerger com Requests for summary environmental 
informaiion on the proposed transaction and the EIS process can be made through SEA's toll-free 
Environmental Hotline at (888) 869-1997 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVTEW SCHEDULE 

The Board has adopted a 350-day procedural schedule for this proceeding,' and has 
determined that preparation of an EIS is wartanted in this case. The 350-day schedule will permit 
SEA to prepare an EIS that fully considers the potential environmental consequences ofthis 
proposed action Below is a discussion of how SEA plans to conduct the environmental review 
process in this case 

On June 23, 1997, Applicants filed an ER containing the information specified in the 
Board's environmental mles at 49 CFR 1105 7(e), as part of the primary application The ER 
was served concunently on the agencies listed in the Board's environmental mles at 
49 CFR 1105 7(b), and other appropriate entities The ER describes the physical and operational 
changes in the rail systems and facilities anticipated as a result of the proposed transaction. In the 
ER, Applicants also discuss the potential environmental impacts that would be associated with the 
anticipated changes The Applicants have proxided, and continue to provide, SEA with 
supplemental information to the ER, Also, as previously discussed, on August 28, 1997, the 
Applicants filed an Enata and Supplementa! ER, 

Based on the Council on Environmental Quality's (CEQ) regulations, the Board's 
environmental mles al 49 CFR 1105, the ER, the draft scope, the comments received on the draft 
scope, and all other information available to date, SEA has prepared this final scope ofthe EIS. 
This final scope of the EIS will be distributed to all PORs, interested parties, and appropriate 
agencies 

Based on SEA's independent environmental analysis, review of all information available to 
date, and consultations with appropriate agencies, SEA will prepare a Draft EIS, The Draft EIS 
will address relevant environmental concems, as described in the final scope ofthe EIS, and will 
recommend appropriate environmental mitigation. In addition, the Draft EIS will include 
environmental impacts associated with any inconsistent or responsive applications or settlement 
agreements * SEA intends to serve the Draft EIS in November 1997, SEA will serve the Draft 

See Decision No 6, This schedule is based on the filing date (F) of the pnmarv application, which 
vvas June 23, 1997, 

* Under die procedural schedule previously established for this proceeding in Decision No 6, 
inconsistent and responsiv e applicants must provide a descnption of die proposed mconsistent or 
responsive application by August 22, 1997, Inconsistent and responsive applicants must file 
Responsive Environmental Reports or venfied statements mdicating diat there are no potentially 
significant environmenlal impacts by October 1, 1997 They must file mconsistent and responsive 
applications by October 21. 1997. SEA anticipates diat die issues addressed in die final scope ofdie 
EIS will be similar to issues that may be raised in any subsequent filmg of inconsistent or responsive 
applications. 
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EIS on all PORs to this proceeding, all interested parties, appropriate Federal, state, and local 
govemment agencies, and any other parties specifically requesfing a copy ofthe Draft EIS In 
addition, the Environmental Protection Agency will publish a notice of the availability ofthe Draft 
EIS in the Federal Register There will be a 45-day comment period on the Draft EIS, as required 
by CEQ regulations at 40 CFR 1506 10(c) 

After considering comments on the Draft EIS, SEA will issue a Final EIS. The Final EIS 
will address comments on the Draft EIS and will include SEA's final recommendations, including 
appropriate environmental mitigation. Environmental comments not received in accordance with 
the 45-day comment period for the Draft EIS will not be incorporated into the Final EIS. The 
Final EIS and SEA's final environmental recommendations serve as the basis for the Board's 
disposition of environmental issues, 

SEA plans to serve the Final EIS in late March or early April 1998, prior to the Board's 
voting conference, which cunently is scheduled for April 14, 1998. At the voting conference, the 
Board will announce whether it will grant or deny the application, or grant it with appropriate 
conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions The Board intends to serve a written 
decision in this case by June 8, 1993 In that decision, the Board will address both environmental 
and transportation issues and impose any conditions deemed appropriate. 

Parties who wish to file an adrainistrative appeaJ of the Board's written decision (including 
any environmental conditions that the Board might impose) may do so within 20 days from the 
service date ofthe Board's written decision, as provided in the Board's mles. Any interested 
party will have approximately two months to consider the Final EIS prior to commencement of 
the aforementioned period for filing -'dministrative appeals The schedule will provide adequate 
time to pursue administrative review of the Board's Iune 1998 decision after it is issued Any 
administrative appeals will be addressed in a subsequent decision. This proa J. is consl_lent with 
CEQ mles (40 CFR 1506 10 (b)). 
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Projected Schedule' 
I*reliminar> Environmental Rqwrt* submitted to SEA, (F-30).* 

Prunary Application and Enyironmental Repoit filed, (F), 

Notice of Intent to Prepare an Environmental Impact 

Statement and Environmental Iinpact Statement 

Scoping Notice issued, (Federal Register Notice) 

Comments on the Draft Scope of the Environmental Impact 

Statement due (end of 30-day comment penod), 

Descnptions of Inconsistent and Responsive Applications tiled, (F + 60). 

Preimunary Draft Environniental Assessments for the Seven Separate 

Construction Projects referenced m Decision No 9, 

Final Scope of the Environmental Impact Statement issued. 

Responsive Environmental Reports and Venfied Environmental 

Statements due (F + 100) 

Inconsistent and Responsive Applications due, (F + 120), 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement served 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement comments due 

(end of 45-day comment period) 

Final Environmental Impact Statement served 

Oral Argument, 

Votmg Conference, 

Final Decision served. 

Administrative Appeals filing deadline 

May 16,1997 

June 23, 1997 

July 7,1997 

August 6, 1997 

August 22, 1997 

Septembers, 1997 

September 1997 

October 1,1997 

October 21, 1997 

November 1997 

January 1998 

Late March or Early April 1998 

Apnl 9, 1998 

April 14, 1998 

Junes, 1998 

June 29, 1998 

^ Actual dates for environmental documents may vary slighdy. 

' The Preliminary Enrironmental Report contained preliminary, descriptive information on the 
proposed transaction. 

' "¥ " IS the filuig date of the primary application The Board eslablished the time periods related to 
the filmg date in the procedural schedule set out in Decision No, 6 in this proceeding. 
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Final Scope ofthe EIS 
Proposed Action and Definition of Alternatives: 

The proposed action is Applicants' proposed acquisition and control, jointly or 
individually, of Conrail's rail lines and facilities, as explained in the primary application's operating 
plan and ER, The proposed transaction includes changes in railroad operations such as increases 
and decreases in train traffic on rail lines, changes in activity at rail yards and intermodal facilities, 
and rail line abandonment and constmction projects. 

Reasonable or feasible altematives that will be evaluated in the EIS are: (1) approval of 
the proposed transaction, (2) the No-Action altemative; and (3) approval ofthe proposed 
transacticn with conditions, including environmental mitigation conditions. Proposed 
modifications to the proposed transaction as requested by other parties in their inconsistent or 
responsive applications also will be addressed in the EIS. 

Environmentai Impact Analysis 

Analysis in the EIS will address proposed activities and their potential environmental 
impacts, as appropriate The scope of the analysis will include the foHowing types of activities: 

1 Anticipated changes in level of operations on rail lines (e g , an increase in average 
trains per day) for those rail line segments that meet or exceed the Board's thresholds for 
environmental review in 49 CFR 1105 7, In circumstances where the Board's 
environmental mles do not provide a threshold, the EIS generally will use increases of 
eight trains per day or more as the threshold for addressing environmental impacts. 
2 Proposed rail line abandonments 
3, Proposed changes in activity at rail yards and intermodal facilities to the extent such 
changes may exceed the Board's thresholds for environmental analysis in 49 CFR 1105 7 
4, Proposed requests for trackage rights or rail line acquisitions that meet or exceed the 
Board's thresholds that may be included in inconsistent and responsive applications. 
5, Proposed physical constmction of rai! line segments other than the Seven Connections 
discussed above and in Decision No, 9,'" Subsequent references to constmction projects 
in this scoping document do not include these Seven Connections .Altematives to 
constmction may include feasible altemate alignments that may be environmentally 
preferable. 

'° A.s noted in Decision No 9, in reviewmg the Seven Connections separately, the Board will consider 
the regulatory and environmental aspects of these proposed constmctions and Applicants' proposed 
operations over these lines together in the context of whedier to authorize each indiv idual physical 
construciion project. The operational implications of the proposed transaction as a whole, including 
operations over the four or so miles embraced in the Seven Connections, will be examined in the 
context of the EIS for the overall proposed transaciion 
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Environmental Impact Categories 

The EIS will address potential impacts on the environment that will include the areas of 
safety, transportation systems, land use, energy, air quality, noise, biological resources, water 
resources, socioeconomic effects related to physical changes in the environment, environmental 
justice, and cultural and historic resources, as described below. 

1. Safety. 

The EIS will: 
A. Consider at-grade rail crossing accident probability and safety factors This will 
generally include grade crossings with average daily traffic levels of 5,000 or more 
trips " Accident probability analysis will address the potential for rail and vehicle 
accidents 
B Consider increased probability of train accidents and derailments due to increased 
traffic on a system-wide basis, 
C. Address potential effects of increased freight traffic on commuter and intercity 
passenger service operations 
D Discuss the potential environmental impacts of the proposed transaction on public 
health and safety with respect to the transportation ofhazardous materials, including: 

(1) Changes in the types ofhazardous materials and quantities transported or re­
routed, 
(2) Nature ofthe hazardous materials being transported, 
(3) Applicants' safety practices and protocols, 
(4) Applicants' reievant safety data on derailments, accidents and hazardous 
materials spills, 
(5) Contingency plans to address accidental spills; 
(6) Probability of increased spills given railroad safety statistics and applicable 
Federal Railroad Administration requirements; and 
(7) Location and types ofhazardous substances at hazardous waste sites or 
hazardous materials spills on the right-of-way of any proposed connection or rail 
line abandonment site. 

E, Address local tmck traffic increases attributable to increased intermodal activities. 
F Address safety issues associated with the integration of differing rail operating 
systems and procedures. 

2. Transportation Systems 

The EIS will: 

'' Previous SEA environmental analyses have used die 5,000 average daily traffic level direshold. 
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A Describe system-wide effects of the proposed operational changes, constmctions, 
and rail line abandonments, and evaluate potential impacts on commuter rail service 
and intercity passenger (Amtrak) service Estimates will be made of the number of 
passengers who may be diverted from commuter rail to other modes of transportation 
due to constraints resulting from the proposed transaaion that limit the number of 
passenger trains 
B, Evaluate those commuter rail line segments that would experience increased 
freight traflfic as a result of the proposed transaction for the capability ofthe rail line 
segments to accommodate the reasonably foreseeable addition of commuter trains 
C Discuss potential effects on proposed passenger rail service where such fixture rail 
operation inception or expansion is reasonably foreseeable (i e,, where capital 
improvements are planned, approved, and fiinded), 
D Discuss potential diversions of freight traffic from imcks to rail and fror. rail to 
tmcks, as appropriate 
E Address vehicular delays at rail crossings and intermodal facilities due to increases 
in rail-related operations as a result of the proposed transaction Estimates of typical 
delays at grade crossings will be made for crossings that have vehicle traflfic levels of 
5,000 ADT or more and that exceed train traffic increases of three trains per day for 
non-attainment areas or eight trains per day for attainment areas, 
F, Discuss potenlial eflfects of increased train traffic on railroad bridges that cross 
navigation channels to the extent that such bridges allow only one mode of 
transportation to pass at a time, 

3. Land Use and Socioeconomics. 

The EIS will 
A Describe whether the proposed rail line constmction and abandonment activities 
are consistent with existing land use plans, 
B, Describe environmental impacts associated with the proposed constmction of new 
rail lines or expansion of facilities as to acres of prime farmland potentially removed 
from production, 
C Discuss consistency of proposed rail line constmction and abandonment activities 
with applicable coastal zone requirements. 
D .Address potenlial environmental impacts of proposed rail line constmction and 
abandonment activities on Native .American reservations and sacred sites. 
E. Address socioeconomic issues shown to be related to changes in the physical 
environment as a result of the proposed transaction 

4. Energy. 

The EIS will: 
A Describe the potential environmental impact of the proposed transaction on 
transportation of energy resources and recyclable commodities to the extent that such 
infomiation is available 
B Discuss estimated changes in energy eflficiency from tmck-to-rail diversions. 
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C Discuss the effect on energy efficiency (fliel use) from rail-to-tmck diversions 
based on estimates of diversions which are subject to the Board's thresholds in 
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(4)(iv), 

5. Air Quality 

The EIS will 

A Evaluate air emissions increases where the proposed post-acquisition activity 
would exceed the Board's environmental thresholds in 49 CFR 1105,7(eX5)(i), in an 
air quality attainment ~)r maintenance area as designated under the Clean Air Act as it 
existed on the date the prima'y application was filed,'' Thresholds are as follows: 

(1) A 100 percent increase in rail trafific (measured in gross-ton miles annually) or 
an increase of eignt trains a day on any segment of rail line aflfected by the 
proposal, or 
(2) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 100 percent or more, or 
(3, An increase in tmck traffic at an intermodal facility of more than 10 percent of 
the average daily traflfic or 50 vehicles a day, 

B. Evaluate air emissions increases where the proposed post-acquisition activity 
would exceed the Board's environmental thresholds for a non-attainment area as 
designated under the Clean Air Act as ofthe date the application was filed. 
Thresholds for non-attainment areas are as follows 

(1) An increase in rail traflfic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross-ton miles 
annually) or an increase of three trains a day or more; or 
(2) An increase in rail yard activity of at least 20 percent; or 
(3) An increase in tmck traflfic at intermodal facilities of m.ore than 10 percent of 
the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day, 

C Discuss the net increase in emissions from increased railroad operations 
associated with the proposed transaction. Net emissions changes will be calculated 
for counties with projected transaction-related emissions increases of 

(1) 100 tons per year or more of any pollutant in attainment areas; 
(2) 50 tons per year or more of nitrogen oxides or volatile organic compounds in 

serious" ozone non-attainment areas, or 

Air quality attainment areas are areas that comply with national ambient air quality standards for 
particulate matter, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, ozone, carbon monoxide, and lead. Non-attainment 
areas are areas that do nol compiy with one or more ambient air quality standards, Mamtenance areas 
are areas 'hat were non-attainment in die past but hav e air quality diat complies widi standards at 
present. All of these areas are designated by EPA 

Ozone non-attainment areas are further classified as Marginal, Moderate, Serious, Severe, or 
Extreme Areas These classifications are based on die level, in parts per miiiion (ppm), of ozone 
measured for each area Serious Areas are defined as containing 0,160 to 0 180 ppm, and Severe 
Areas are defined as containing 0,180 to 0,280 ppm. 
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(3) 25 tons per year or more of nitrogen oxides or volatile organic compounds in 
severe'* ozone non-attainment areas 

D, Evaluate potential a"r quality benefits of system-wide emission reduaions that 
would result from projected tmck-to-rail diversions Net increa es, less any 
estimated reductions due to tmck-to-rail diversions, will be compared to the entire 
emission inventory for aflfected non-attainment areas This evaluation will be based 
on emission inventory data provided by the appropriate state agency 
E Discuss the following information regarding the anticipated transportation of 
ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon): 

(1) Materials and quantity; 
(2) Applicants' safety practices; 
(3) Applicants' safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents, 

and spills, 
(4) Contingency plans to address accidental spills, and 
(5) Likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of 

a collision or derailment 

F Discuss potential air emissions increases from vehicle delays at rail crossings 
where the rail crossing is projected to experience an increase in rail traffic over the 
thresholds described above in Section 5(A) for attainment and maintenance areas, and 
in Section 5(B) for non-attainment areas, and which have an average daily vehicle 
traflfic level above 5,000 Such increases will be factored into the net emissions 
estimates for the affected area. 

6. Noise. 

The EIS will: 
A Describe potential noise impacts of the proposed transaction for those areas that 
exceed the Board's environmental thresholds identified in Section 5 A ofthe Air 
Quality discussion. 
B Identify' whether the proposed transaction-related increases in rail traflfic will 
cause an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels L^ or greater If so, an estimate of 
the number of sensitive receptors (e g,, schools and residences) within such areas will 
be made, 
C Identify transaction-related activities that have the potential to result in an 
increase in noise level of 3 decibels or more, 

7. Biologicai Resources, 

The EIS will: 
A DLscuss the potential environmental impacts of proposed rail line constmction and 
abandonment projects on federal endangered or threatened species or designated 
critical habitats, 
B, Discuss the effects of proposed rail line constmction and abandonment projects 
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on wildlife sanctuaries or refiiges, and national or state parks or forests 

8. Water Resources. 

The EIS will: 
A. Discuss whether potential impacts from prcposed rail line constmction and 
abandonment projects may be inconsistent with applicable federal or state water 
quality standards 
B Discuss whether permits may be required under Sections 404 or 402 ofthe Clean 
Water Act (33 USC 1344) for any proposed rai' line constmction and abandonment 
projects, and whether any such projects have the potential to encroach upon any 
designated wetlands or 100-year floodplains 

9. Environmental Justice. 

The EIS will: 
A Report on the demographics in the immediate vicinity of any area where major 
activity such as an abandonment or constmction is proposed, 
B Report on the demographics in the vicinity of rail lines with projected rail traflfic 
increases above eight trains per day 
C Evaluate whether such activities potentially have a disproportionately high and 
adverse health eflfect or environmental impact on any minority or low-income group. 

10. Cultural and Historic Resources 

The EIS will address potential impacts from proposed rail line constmction and 
abandonmeni projects on cultural and historic resouices that are on, or immediately 
adjacent to, a railroad right-of-way, 

11. Cumulative Effects. 

The EIS will: 
A, Address cumulative eflfects of environmental impacts that have regional or 
system-wide ramifications This analysis will be done for environmental impacts that 
wanant such analysis given the context and scope of the proposed transaction. The 
environmental eflfects to be analyzed include air quality and energy. 
B, Evaluate cumulative eflfects, as appropriate, for other projeas or activities that 
relate to the proposed transaction, where information is provided to the Board that 
describes (1) those other projects or activities, (2) their intenelationship with the 
proposed transaction, (3) the type and severity of the potential environmental 
impacts, and SEA determines that there is the likelihood of significant environmental 
impacts. This information must be provided to the Board within suflficient time to 
allow for review and analysis within the schedule for the preparation ofthe EIS. 
C Discuss the potential environmenlal impacts of conr uction or facimy 
modification activilies within railroad-owned property aflfected by the proposed 
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merger, and additional environmental impacts related to the proposed transaction but 
not subject to Board approval, in order to identify cumulative impacts. 

Issued October 1, 1997. 

Bv the Board, Elaine K, Kaiser, Chief Section ofEnvironmental Analysis. 

Vemon A Williams 
Secretary 
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A L B A N Y P O R T D I S T R I C T COIVIMISSION 
A L B A N Y - R E N S S E L A E R 

T R A N K w K C A N L GENERAL MANAGER S e p t e m b e r 2 6 , 1 9 9 7 ^ l - ' E N C E P HURLEY 

Eli-.iP..OUhiEh'i'f\L/ 
DOCUMENT 

Vernon A Williams, Secretary 
Surface Transportation Board 
1 2th and Constitution Avenue, N W 
Washington, D C 20423 

Re: CSX and Norfolk Southern Control-Conrail 
STB_lM!iance_ Docket No 33388 

' / 

Dear Secretary Williams: 

I wish to express my thoughts on the planned purchase of Conrail by CSX Corporation 
and Norfolk Souihern Corporation as proposed in the above referenced docket 

New York State's mantime, manufactunng, and agricultural interests need the best rail 
transportation at the most competiuve rales possible 1 hope this transaction will provide 
those key industries with new transpottation options, increased market reach, faster service, 
lower costr:, and improved equipment availability 

In addition, by improving rail access to .Midwestern and Western markets. New York 
State would now also benefit from greatly improved service to r.iarkef : , i the South, 
Southeast, and along the Gulf Coast via a single-line for the first ttme in history The 
resultant elimination of delays shouid mean lowered shipping cosls and faster transit times 
which can creale important new opponumties for New York's ports and industries 

Faster, less costiy, and more reliable rail service will be a much-needed advantage for 
the economic development and job growth of our region and the entire state of New York. 

Should these conditions b- met 1 would urge the Surface Transportation Board to 
approve the purchase of Conrail by CSX Corporation and the Norfolk Southem Corporatton 

Frank W Keane 
General Manager 

FWK/lw 

P O R T Q F A L B A N Y 
ALBANY N V 12202 • 1518)463.8733 

FAX NO 151 Bl 463.8767 
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IVH: ĉ â. ab^ r l l i t / 1 Q. 
• ^ / If--. 

in 
U ' f," { \ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

• ft 

1 O L ) t ' . L C C H i j )\L, >L<-^ 

CM U(T>.lf .-fcr CAS P^^ 

iV ^ 



54-7 \\ yul ai^ l̂ e U \ ^ ' 

1 

^ / 

Sri k C-̂ ^̂ v 

I 

c c. l l a I 

4 TV 



ENVIRONMENTAL 

U.S. Surface Transportation Board 
ATTN: SFA-Finance Docket 33388 
1925 KStreet NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Sirs: 

Please take a firm stance and the utmost possible measures in preventing Norfolk 
Southem railroad from increasing its train trafific in our community of Lakewood, Ohio. 
It is despicable that they are willing to tura such a quaint community into a major 
through way. 

For the sake ofour children, their safety, and our property values we ask that you 
do everything in your power to prevent this hostile occurtence. 

As muhiple property owners and residents of Lakewood we would very much 
regret having to leave the community we have called home for the past ten years but 
should Norfblk Southera succeed we cannot and will not continue to raiŝ e our children in 
the Lakewood area. 

We ask that you give us the same consideration you would hope to get if someone 
v.as threatening to possibly destroy the safety and/or lives of your children and 
community. 

Your cooperation would be greatly appreciated. 

William and Veronica Perry 
I.Q/SA KsikaiHtni. ^umiui. 
Lakewood, CMiio 44107 
(216)221-8374 



EN^ îhONfylENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Gayatry Jacob-Mosier 
617 Elmwood Rd. 

Bay Village, OH 44140 
Tel. & FAX (216) 808-8561 

FD 33.188 
Federal Surface Tninsportatio i Btxurd̂  
Section of EnMronmental Analysis 
1925 K Street NW ; i ; 
Washingtt)n, DC 20423 0 ^ 0 ̂ ^^^ vl-; 

m 
To Whom it Ma\ Concern. 

September 17, 1997 

It has recently come to my attention lhat Norfolk & Sĉ uthcrn Raiiroaa is planning 

on increasing the rail traffic through my community from 13 to approxlm.ulcly 38 trains per 

day, As a property ow ner in Bay Village and thc mother of tw o small children. I would like 

to lakc this opptulunily to express my opposition to this plan. Currently the level of rail 

trallic through Bay Village and thc surrounding communities is relatively unobtrusive; 

howcxcr. tnpling of lhat traffic will present both logistical probicms for thc affecicd 

communities as w ell as mv nad salciv concerns. A great deal of automobile traffic utilizes 

railrtxid crossing.-̂  in Bay Village, Rocky River, and LakcwcxxJ. Further obstruction of 

trallic Ilow would reach unacceptable le\els. 

1 worry about the salcty ol m\ children, thc noisc disturbance the increased traffic 

would make and also affects on \ alucs of properties. 1 also am concerned about access to 

cities across thc railrmd iracks in thc c\cnt my family has an emergency. 1, my lamilv, and 

my community urge this bcxly to work w ith Norloik & Southern to prevent these probicms 

lor the West Shore communities of Clc\ eland. Thank \ou lor your limc and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Gavalrv Jacob-Mosicr 
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MEMBER OF THt FLORIDA C ABINLT 
I>j\ i--ii>n tli 1 jhrarv & lnh>rnKi[i< •̂ •r\ KC-. 

i^ion ot Hi'-toru .il Kt-̂ î urv*"-
Kin^iin^ MiiM'um ot .Xrt 

Dn ishm of I jtt n'.!n>; 
Div isi.m or I kctiops 

EN V i i'* -•Nfv^ENTALpi QRIQ̂ŷ  DFPARTMENT OF STATE 
DOCUfvlENT Sandra B. Mortham 

St'cn'tar\- oi State 

DIVISlONi^F lOSTt^klAL RtSCIURCES 

September 17, 1997 
51? j 0 .W'' ' 

Ms Elaine K Kaiser, Chief 
Section of Enviroiunenial Analysis 
Surlace Transportation Board 
Washington, DC 20423 

Ŝ t; U-» K'-̂ ^ .1^ Reply Refer To 
v,-_,^<<^$' Frank J Keel 

Historic Preservation Planner 
Project File No 974494 

RE Cultural Resource .Assessment Request 
Railroad Control .Application. Finance Docket No 33388 
Southei a'CXS'Conraii Railroad Acquisition 
Statewide 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

In accordance with the piocedures conlained in 36 C F R . Part 800 ("Protection of Historic 
Properties"), we have reviewed the referenced project(s) for possible impact to historic properties 
listed, or eligible for listing, in the Salioiial Regi.<iler of Historic Places The authority for this 
procedure is the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), as amended, 

l l is the opinion ofthis agency that because ofthe project nature it is considered unlikely that 
aichaeological or histoi ical sites will be alTected Theiefore, it is the opinion ofthis oflice that the 
proposed project will have no eflect on any sites listed, or eligible for listing in the National 
Register The pioject may proceed without further involvement with this agency. 

i f you hav e any questions conceming our comments, please do not hesitate to contact us Your 
inteiest in protecting Florida's historic properties is appreciated. 

Sinceiely, 

George W Percy, Director 
Division of Historical Resources 

and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

GWP/Ktk 

DIRECTOR S OFFICE 
R.A. Crav Building • 5lK) Stiuth Bronough Streot • Tallahassee, Florida .̂ 2.W-0250 • (850)488-1480 

FAX; (83t1) 488-33,53 • WWW Address http://www.dos. state.fl.us 

T ARCHAFOLtX'.lC.M, RKSH.-\RCH l i HISTORIC PKFSERVATION T HISTORICAL MUSEUMS 
4>s"-::w • FAX: 414-2207 (850) 487-2.W • FAX; 9224U% (830)488-1484 • FAX; 921-2303 



ENViRONMENTAL # 
US Surtacc Fran.sporlai ion Hi ord 0 0 / ^ 1 I I U I P l M T ^ 
AI 1N .ShA-f inancc l^kci < <X.s U U U U I V l f c l M I /V? 
1925 K Sirect NW 
Wastiinpton. LM 2(i42^ 

l^carSirs •3eNiO AA4' »^ ^ . 

MN child(rcn), f-CC\\\ ^ aUend Lincoln hlcmcniar\ S:lio.->l in l.akewood. Otuo 
Lincoln is north of llie Nortolk Soullieni railroad track"; .Some ot Ihc children attending Lincoln must 
cross Ihc iracks at least two times a da> lo pet lo and trom school I here arc 4.̂ 0 children thaf attend 
Lincoln hiemcntary 

Lakewood Hospital, the closest and laruest lire department and the Police station are all located south of 
the tracks I hus. a slopped or slow moving treighi train could prcNcnt emcrgciK-> services trom reaching 
our children in an acceptable lenpth ol time I his delay could cost a child their lite It could be mv child 

I his is whv I teol strongly against Ns increasing rail trattic bv ttuec time or more li mav bc more Mr 
Pat McCunc, \ P. F>iiblic Altairs lor NS L orporation. said he cotild not giiaranice thai rail lr;ilFic v*ould 
nol exceed the ."ailroad's proposed average ol i l lo U) trains per dav As NS's business increases il is 
more lhan likcl. the alxivc iiiimt)ers ot trains ihrough Lakewood and the W ŝt Stion; area will increase 
also I his IS no acceptable 

Following arc it e reasons v\c as a communm ranniit allowed this lo occui 

1) Satety - tor our children w ho aoss the tracks dailv to go to .school ihe libiarv and parks 

Ilv increase trom ttic present 
communitv i lo ovei 7O4.(HKJ 

2» ( arrving ol tiaAirdoiis uaste - including nuclear waste- would theoretic 
number ol .?'<4.?!'4 cars per year (alreadv too high ol a numt>er ihrough ou 
cars per year bach car a potential threat to our children A study clorfc by the Agency for Nuclear 
Protects. Nuclear W;isic (^flicc, Nev ada based numbers Irom the Li S Depanment ol bnergy and compiled 
the tollowing staUstic loi thc state of Ohio .̂ ,7 * ^ shipnients ol high level nuclear waste from nuclear 
plants and nuclear wcap<M\ disannament will tr.ivei ihrough Ohio- 2,(K>3 of those shipracnt.s are likely to 
go through Lakewood and the Shore area of Cleveland Norfolk Soulhem has a pre-agreement 
with lhe Federa! (jovcnnueni lo carry thc abo\c nuclear wasic 1 here are rwo rouies Ihrough nonhem 
Ohio Onc bcin J througli our communm 

A tnpling of trains ihrough Lakewood would mcrease air pollution SIKI ions per vear Most ol the 
pollutant being lutrogcti .̂ vide 

Other issues ot strong concern are 

hv acuaiion of Ihc sc•hotM̂  nonh of ihc tracks should a train derail and spill ha/ardous cargo There are no 
school buses in [.akewocxl. therefore, there would bc no way tor thc children lo get out of fhe city A 
decrease ot protxm vaiue which vvould also bc a decrease tav base lor our schools And a fhghl of 
fanulies ftom l.tĴ ewood which would mean a general decline lor oui commumty 

1 his issue IS ont ot grciii concern to all of us that live in Lakewood Plcan̂  be assured the cm/ens of the 
Wesl Shore area arc closely monitonng the SIB protTcdings 1 am concerned about the satetv issues and 
how my child (ren) will be af 

Sincerelv 
/ I / 

ux >t_o 

Mr. & Mrs. M. J. Giuliano 
1218 Bonhieview 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 



3ept««,er 25. 1997 E N V l R O ^ H v l E N T A L 

1342 Sunmlt Avenue 
Lakevjood. Ohio 44107-2445 

0]9CUMENT 
4 

U.S. Surface Transportstion Board ^ '^t'-X 
ATTN: SEA - Pinance Docket 33388 
1925 -K' Street. NV i o 
Wa^ington. DC 20423 \- ^ 

Dear Sirs: 

You hold In your hands the power to save or destroy lives. 

Hy children. Jennnifer. age 10. Erin, age 9 and Daniel, age 8. attend a wonderful school. Lincoln 
Elementary, in Lakewood, Ohio. 

Ve chose to purchase our hone because of its proximity Lincoln School and to their granotarents. who live 
on the sarae street, and whose hoBie they pass daily as they walk to and from school. 

Unfortunately, they must also cross the railroad tracks to go to and from school every day. There is no 
busing in Lakewood, and they must be extrenenily careful as they walk. There are no gates are on our 
grade level crossing at Sunnit Avenue. 

We are very concerned that if you vote to approve the nerger plan as proposed by Norfolk Southern 
Railroad (NS) and Conrail, the suggested tripling of train traffic will put oor children, and the othei 
400 children who cross the tracks to get to school, at undue risk. Triple the trains means triple the 
risk, and likely, triple the injury and triple the fatalities. 

Likewise, the threat of derailment, especially with a train carrying toxic chemicals, is tripled. There 
would be no way to evacuate the children to areas of safety. 

Tripling the amount of train traffic would also mean tripling the amount of train stoppage, repair and 
blockage of crossings The granĉ arents. both in their 70 s. one a cancer and cardiac patient, iive only 
15 houses away, but if they needed medical help at the same time as a train ŵ s passing or stopped on the 
tracks, neither EMS nor their family menicers get to them. 

No amount of Jobs or money is worth the risks that our conmunlty will have to endure if this proposa! is 
approved. Please, you nwst do everything in your power to see that this merger is stopped. 

Lakewood is a wonderful conmunlty. If you would leave Washington and come here, you would know that. We 
live here because we like it and ai! that it has to offer. We do not want our children living in 
jeopardy - unnecessary risk that is easily preventable. 

Please prevent future tragedies - vote against this unsafe, illogical plan, and use the power you have 
been given to do the right thing for the people of the conmunities, and not for the bottom line of the 
mega-million dollar conpany train coapanies. They wiil find other ways to survive. Our children will 
not be so fortunate. 

Awaiting your refusal of this proposal, 

Judith H. Norton 

David F. Norton 
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I S .Siirl.icc I laiisiKiruilion Hoard 
A I I N M A-l IIMIICC IXvkcl i><SS 
l''2:^ K Slrccl NU 
Uasliiiigioii. UC 2042i 

Dear Sirs 

Mv child(rcn). / _ j , , , ^ ; , , ^ ! M^^^KIIIICV 1 lemenlarv School m Lakcwcxxl Ohio 
.Some ol (lie children .yicnding McKmlev imisl cross ihe tracks at least two limes dav lo uct to and Horn 
SCluKll 

I led siiongK againsl NS increasing mil irallic in ihrec lime or more It mav be more Mr Pat Met imc 
VP, Public Allairs lor NS ( onx.r.-.non, said he could nol giiarri-iiee that rail trallic would no! cvcccd thc 
i.nlio,.ds pu.,H,scd avcmgc ol d lo ir, uams pcr d.iv As NS's business mcrcises it is more lhan iikclv 
ihc alK)vc niimlK-is ol iraiiis ihrongh I ..kewood and tlie West Shore area will increa.se also I h,s „oi 
;kccpi;iblc 

I ollowing arc ihc reasons wc, a a commiiiiih cannot allowed this lo occur 

1) Salciv - lor our children who cross the Hacks dailv to go lo school Ihe library, and parks 

2) ( arrying ol liaAirdoiis waste - including nuclear wasfc- would theoreticallv increase Irom lhe present 
number ol 2.>4.H.4 cars (Kr vear (.ilrc.idv iw high ol a number ihroudi our commumtv) to over 7,4 uoo 
cars per vc.ir I.ach car a potenual ihic^il lo our children A sludv done bv lhe Asencv lor Nuclear 

roKVis Miclcir Uasie Oll.ce, Nevada b.iscxl numbers Iron, the I - S Oeparlme.it ol Lneruv and compiled 
Ihc lollowing s,al.>nc lor ihc slate of Ohio 2.71 i shipmems ol high level nuclear wasie Irom nuclear 
plants and nuclear wca|xm disarmament will travel ihrough Oluo- 2.U6J «f rho.ve .shipments are likelv (u 
go through l.akewiKKl and the West Shore area of t leveland Norloik Southen. has a pre-aurc-emcnf 
"HI. Ihc federal Covernment to earn tl.e above nuclear waste I he.e arc iwo routes Ihrom-h nonhern 
(inio One iK-iiig ilirotigli our commumtv 

M A tripling ol trains thiongh l.akewood would mcrcise air pollunon 80(i ions per vear Mosi ol Ihe 
ix>llllt;illl iK'lIlg i.iliogcn o\.dc . 

Otiici issues ol strong concern are 

fv..cn Ilion 01 the schools .south of .racks should a Iram derail and spill h.i/ardous cargo 1 here are no 
school buses ,n l..ikeuood . therefore, there would be no wav lor the children lo gel out ol the ciiv A 
deciease ol propenv value which would also be a decrease lav base for our schools And a lliglit ol 
laniilies Irom 1 akcwtxxl which would mean a general decline for our communiiy 

I h.s issue IS one of grc.it concem fo all of us that live in Lakewood Please be assured the cili/ens ol the 
V.S, Shore area arc closelv momtonng the Slf3 proccedmps I am concenied about the safelv issues and 

liou un ehikl (icii) will be allecled 

Siiiccr :h. 
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Seplember 6. 1997 /-S ^litl'^^t^^-

' DOCUMENT Federal Surface Transportation Board \ ^ *|*«&c«f5<r / 
Section of Environment Analysis v^/^° ^ x<\ 
1925 K Street, NW " • V./ 
Washineton, DC 20433 

ATTENTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition of any rail freight traffic on 
the Cleveland-Vermillion line of Norfolk and Southem Raiiroad. 

This plan would disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiful 
neighborhoods, endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dust 
exposure, noise pollution, the potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the 
economic consequences of decreased property values and tax revenues would be 
devastating. 

Our home is in Lakewood, Ohio where we have 27 streets that are bisected by 
the NS tracks. Additional trains and longer faster trains are a danger to our 
citizens and children. Lakewood does not have school busing and children 
attending 8 schools cross the tracks at least twice each day. Our police, fire and 
emergency vehicles would be seriously impacted by any increase in freight rail 
traffic through our city. More overpasses and underpasses would not remove all 
of the rail threats to our neighborhoods. On interstates through populated areas, 
signs bear the letters "HC" - hazardous cargo- with a slash through it, meaning' 
certain trucks should take routes through industrialized areas, rather than 
through residential zones. Why shouldn't the same apply to freight traias? 

Again, please consider the health and safety of thousands of residenls in 
Northem Ohio and prevent the escalation of unsafe ? id unhealthy freight 
movement through our cities along Lake Erie. 

Sincerely, 



J^'fit.::-ytl) 
jNmcNT^ 3fp 3 0 1997 > I 

DOCUMENT 
September 2. 1997 ^•fo>. SID m /^^/ 

Federal -Surface rran.sporfation Board 
Section of Lnviroiwnent .\nal\8is 
1925 K Street, N W 
Washington. DC 2043.'̂  

.\TTtNTK)N: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen; 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition ot any rail treight traiiic on the 
Cleveland-V ermilion Unc oi Noriolk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so manv lives, disturb thc peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thousands ol people from coal dust exposure, noise pollution, the 
potential danger of toxic chemicais. and the economic consequences ot decreased property 
values and ia.\ revenues would be devastating. 

Our hoHiC is in kewood, Ohio where v, c have 27 strcet that are bicscted bv' >. v tracU. 
.Vdditional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akewood does not have school busing and smdirnLs attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each dav. ()ur police, tire and emergency vehicles would be seriouslv impacted 
bv am tncrease in treighi rail trallic throu^ our city. More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all oi the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "H( " - ha/ardoas cargo - with a slash through i t 
meanmg certain trucks should take routes through industrialized areas, rather than through 
residential /ones. Whv shouldn't the same appK to treight trains'? 

.\gain. please consider the health and saiety of thousands of residents in NordienT Ohio 
and prevent the escalation ot unsale and unhealtliy treight movemeni through our cities 
alona 1 ake Lrie 

Sincereh. 



Septeniber 2, 1997 m . UOCUMENT 
V A MAN . . v iNT 

Federal Suriace Iransportation Board ^x^777"^"\^ • 
Section of Fnvironment .\nalysis 
1925 K Strcet, NW 
W ashinmon, DC 2()4.V^ 

.Vl l FNTION. Documem Number 1 D33388 

Gentlemen: 

l his letter is a plea to v ou to prevent the addition ot any rail Ireight trallic on the 
Clev eland-\ ermihon line oi Noriolk and Southem Railroad. 

I'his plan would disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace ot beautilul neighborhoods, 
endanger the health ol thousands ot people from coal dast exposure, noise pollution, the 
potential danger ol toxic chemicals, and the economic coasequent es of decreased property 
values and tax revenues would be devastating. 

()ur home is in I akewood. ()hio where vve have 27 streets lhat are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a dangei to our citi/ens and children. 
I akcwood does not hav e school busing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each dav ()ur pohce. lire and emergencv vehicles would be serioash imj.acted 
bv am increase in Ireight rail trallic through our city. More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all of the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear thc letters "HC" - ha/ardoas cargo - with a slash through i t 
meaning certain trucks should take rouies through indastriali/cd areas, rather lhan through 
residential /ones. Whv shouldn't the same apph lo ireighi trains? 

Again, please considei the health and saleiv oi thousands ot residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent thc escalation oi unsate and unheallhv freight movement through our cities 
alonii I ake 1 rie. 

Sincerelv. 



FD 33388 9-30-97 K PUBLIC 
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Si.piiiiilKi H.l'I'H 

il S Siiil;iccJ^r;iii>,|H>il.ilM>i) Ho.iui 
AIIN SI A-tiiLiiK-clAvkcI iJ^XS 
r*.!'' K sued NW 
W:ishiiit'l()!i, iH 2042 l 

DOCUMENT 

Ucll Sus 

\1> chikKicni C f i f U ' L / / j C t l ' ^ / i i ^ u i o i K l NkKinicN I ICMICIU.-MN SCIKK-I in l.;.kc«(XKl Ohi,. 
Some ol UIC diildrcn .iiiciulii.u McKiiilcv iiiust cioss ihc li,icks :il Ic.-.si tuo iin.cs ;i dav lo uel lo and lioiii 
Sl.ll(H>l 

I l ivl s|ioi.,.|N auaii.sl NS iiicKMSMur la.l (lalhc In lli.ee luue oi more ll ,„.,v K- ......e Mi I 'n Me( ...le 
M ' I'nI.lie .Allans lor NS ( OI|K.I.IIIOI., s;iid he could nol giiaraniec licit t.iil I I ; , | I K uo.ild not CNCced the 
lailKvid s (.r<.(K.se(l average o( i I lo i , . |,ams pcr d.iv As NSs t>,.s,ncss ..,u.,..srs ii is more lhan likcK 
lhe atxne nninlvis ol liasns Uiron.-!! J .tkcuiKx] ami (hc Wcsi Sliorc aica v. ill .nue.asc also I Ins is nol 
a(.ccp(al>le 

I ollouinti aie lhe leasoiis we, .is a coniiiiiiiiil\ canniit .ilkwed this lo (x.cin 

I I Salol\ - lor onr childien who cioss the ti.icks daih to w to school, Ihc libi.nv and p.iiks 

2) ( arrsinij of ha/ardo.is «astc - including nuclcai waste- would Ihcorclicalh incic.sc Iron, ihc present 
iiiinitKr ot SM cars per veai (alrc.uh i,x) liiKh o( a number ihrotmh onr conMinnnn) to o\cr 7(,4 iioo 
c.irs (Kl vc.ir I ach car a potential Ihrcal lo oiii children A studs done In the Auencv lor Nuclear 
I'roiecis MKiear Waste (lllicc Nevada hased numhers Irom Ihc I) S Depannicni ol Hiemv and compiled 
Ihc lollon.nu statistic lor the stale ol Ohio 2.?!. shipmenls ol hiuh level n.i.L-.u waste Iron, nuclr-r 
plants ,nid nuclear wca|x>n disarmaiKcni will ir.ncl Ihiough Ohio- 2.06J ol fhose shipments are likel> to 
tin fhrouuh l akewiKMl and the West Shure area of t leveland Norloik Soi.iliem has a prc-.if;recmcnt 
vMtii the I cdcial (iovern.ncnt to carrs the above nuclear waste I here .nc two tnuies throneh northern 
Ohm One bein,mhio.ii;li OUI coninuinitv 

M A iiiplii . i : ol ti.iii.s ihio.iuh l.akcwexxl would .iicrcxsc air pollunon Xno i(,„s ,vr vear Most of (hc 
pt)lliitant Iviiii ; nitroucii ovuie 

(illiei issues ol sdoiii: concern arc: 

I vac.iation ol the schools son th o f tracks should a Ira.n derail and sp.ll ha/ardo..s ea-po I here arc no 
schiH.I buses m I akewtXHl Iherelorc, there would bc no vvav lor Ihc childien lo oul ol the ciiv A 
dev.CISC ol propern value which would also I K a dccrcisc tax base lor o.n sclu-.-ls And a llight ol 
lainilu s t.om I akcwi^xl which would mean a ueneral decline lor our communilv 

I h.s .sMie IS one ol fircai concern lo all ol us thai live in 1 akewood Please bc assured lhe cil,/ciis ol the 
West shoic area arc closelv momiorinc thc s IH proccedini.s I am concerned alwui the salctv issues and 
how mv child trcm will Ix; aliected 

Sincerelv. 
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Ue... S.is 

Mv child..et.) ' _ ^ _ ^ j - - ,. .Hiciid .McKinlcv l lcmciit.iiv ,SCII(H>I in l.;ikew(X)d Ohio 
Some ol thc children .iltcndmu Mckinlev m.isi cross lhe tnicks at Ic.ist two Umts a d;i\ lo >;ct lo and Irom 
Scll(K)l 

I leel si.oi.i'lv .icaiiist NS lucrcisini i ra.l trallic bv ili.ce Iunc or more It mav Ix- more Mr I'al Met unc, 
\ 1 ' , I'.ibl.c Al lans lor NS C ot|X)ialion, s;iid he could not imaianicc th;it i.i.l u.itlic wo.ild not exceed Ihe 
railioiid s p.o[X)sed aver.-.gc i>l : I to io li.uns |x;r d.iv As NS s b.is.nc s m.ie.ises .1 is more lhan likciv 
thc above mimbeis ol trains through l.akewood and Ihe Ucsl Shore area wi l l ...cease also I his is not 
.•i^cepi.'.t>lc 

1 o l h n u i i i ; are the re.isons we. as a commumtv. cannot allowed this lo iKcm 

1) Saleiv - lor our children who cross the Iracks dailv to ,t;o lo scluxil. (he lihiarv and parks 

2) t arrvini- ol haAardoiis wasic - including niicleat u.isic- would Ihcorclicallv mcease (loni thc present 
nuirber ol 2.^4.XM cars pcr vear (.ilrc.idv i<x) Ingh ol a number tfirough orrr commim.iv i to over '(,4.mm 
cars |v r vear hach car a |xilenl.,il ihre.il to o.ir children A studv done hv the Asxiicv lor Nuclear 
Fiqiccis N..clcar Uasie Oll.ce, Nevada based iiuiiilx,-rs Irom ihc l- S Ocpariiiioiii ol I ncruv and compiled 
Ihe lolk.vMm; >ial.si.c lor the slate ol Oh.o 2.1} \ sh.pmcnis ol high level nuckar waste Irom nuclear 
pl.ints and micle ii weaix)ii disarmament wi l l iravel thiough Ohio- 2,H(..} nt Ih.is*- shipments are l ikeh tn 
go thnmuh Lak. MKMI and Ihe West Shore area ot ( leveland Noilolk Soulhem has a prc-agreemcni 
with Ihc I ederai i \ei i imeni to cairv the atxne nuclear waste 1 here ,iie two ionics ili ioiiuh norlhern 
Ohio One bemg tt i ioiml. out communitv 

M A tr ipl ing ol trains thiough l akewtxxl would incre.ise air |x>llulioii Xno tons |K-r vear Mosi ol thc 
(xilliiiant bciiiu miiogeii oxide 

Oil ici issues ol siioiig concern are 

I v.ici.tic.i.iol thescl .wls f ; o u t h c f ir.icks sho.ild a tram derail and spill ha,/ardons cargo I here arc no 
schwl buses III 1 akewcxKl il icrclorc, lliere would be no wa.v lot the childien to gel out ol lhe city A 
decuMsc ot projvriv value which would also bc a deciease lax base lor our sd iw l s And a Might ol 
lamilies Irom 1 .ikewcxxl which would mean a general decline lor our comnumilv 

I Ins issue is one ol great concctn lo all ot us that live in l.akewood Hlca^e ( K assured thc citi/eiis ol Ihc 
West Shoie aiea arc closelv momiormg the S I B prcx-ccdinus I am concemed about ttic safetv issues and 
Iiow mv child (rem wi l l bc aliected 

Sinccielv. 

2r 



.Sep(embc-r 24.IW7 

l/S Siifl.ice I raiis(Hir(a(ion Hoard 
ANN SI A-l in.ince Dockci >'• iXX 
|V2> K Street NU 
U;ishiin.'ion, Ul 2042 > 

ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Dear Sirs 

Mv ch.kK.e..), attend Mekinlev l lcmei.i i.v vh-,>(>i in 1 akewo(xl, Ohio 
Some ol the childien aiiending Mekinlev musi cross lhe Iracks al least two imics .1 d.iv to get to and Irom 
Scll(H)l 

I leel sn,>ni'.lv auaiiisi NS incie ismu rail Irallic bv ihiec lime or more It m.iv be more Mr I'al Met .me. 
\P. hibl.c Allairs lor NS t orixnation, s;iid he could not guaiantee lhat i.nl ti iiiic would not exceed thc 
iailro,iU s piojxised average ol ^ l to ii. tr.ims (K-r dav As NSs business ...ceases .1 .s more lhan hkelv 
lhe alx>vc mimbeis ol trains ihrough l .ikewcxxl and Ihe Ucsl Shore .•iic.i w.ll mcease ,ilso Ihis is not 
acceptable 

Iolknv.ng are Ihc reasons we. as.i comnumilv. cannot allowed Ih.s lo iKcm 

1) S.iletv - lor our children who cross the ir.icks d.iilv to go lo SCIKXII. Ihe hbcirv and parks 

2) (iirrving ol ha/ardoiis waste - including nuclear waste- would theoretic illv .ncease Irom lhe present 
iiumlvr ol 2:s4.Si4 c.irs (x,r veai (alie.idv i(x> high o! ,-. number ihrongit om commit..itv i (o over 7i)4.(MiU 
cars (K-r veai 1 ,ael. car a |XMeiiual threat lo our children A sludv done b\ lhe Agencv lor Nuclear 
I'lojccis, Nuclear Uasie Ollice Nevada based numbeis Irom Ihe l? S Uepannieiil ol I -icrgv and compiled 
Ihe lollowing si;iiisiic lor lhe state ol Ohio 2.7* i shipmenls ol high level i.ncle.ir w iste Irom nuclcai 
plants and nucle.ir wca|»n disarmament will travel through Ohio- 2.0<.J ol ihose shipments are likeh to 
go lhrough l.akevwMMl and the WeM Shore area of t leveland Norloik sonil.crn has a prc-agrccmcnl 
Wilh the ledetal C.oveiiimcil to caiiv tl.e alxnc nuclear waste Ihcrc are Iwo ionics through norlhcrn 
()hio ()iie being lliioii !li our comniuiutv 

•I A tnpling o: ira.ns lhrough l akewixxl would increase air pollunon XiMi tons |x:r vear Most ol Ihc 
(Hillutanl beiiiu iiitiogcn oxide 

Othet issues ol stiong conceni are; 

I v.icuation ol tlie sctux.ls r^oiit!i oftracks sfiould a train derail and spill In/a.do.is c.iruo I here arc no 
sch.xx buses III I akcw(xxl (herelore. there would bc no wav tor Ihc clukiici to gel out ol the cilv A 
dcceise ol propenv v.ilue which would also tx: a decrease lax base foi onr schwis And a llight ol 
tamilies liom l akewixxl which would mean a general decline lor our commumtv, 

I his issue IS one ol great concern to all ol us that live in Lakewood Please be- assured ihc cili/cns ol (fic 
Ucsl shoie aic.i aie closelv moniioiing the S! U proceedings I am concerned ,IIH>UI ihc salciv issues and 
IIOW mv child (ren) will be allecled 

Sincei elv. 



Elizabeth Gear E N V I R O N i i / i E N T A L 

12803 ArlissDr D O C U M E N T 
Lakewood. OH 44107 

Seplember 26. 1997 

I S Surtace Transportation Board 
ATTN SEA - Finance Docket ^88 
1921̂  -K " St . NW 
W ashinglon. DC 2042.> 

Do îr Sir Madam 

It IS with great distress that 1 am u rilinu to vo j toda\ The plans of Norfolk Southern Railroad to 
iiKrea.se trartic thiough our conimuiittv uest of Cle\eland i.s ven, seriously atfecting the peaceful 
eniovment ofour home Indeed it appears the railroad had aiready implemented this increase 

East night I was auakened at least liourly bv trains in my bacKvard-that e(.]uates to roughly 8-10 
ttains runnif.g all night, blow ing \\ liisi'.cs. rattling umdow s. and rurnbltni! throuub uur entire nervous 
system Do \ou lealize the compounding etTect this has on people's lives'' With such badly 
inicinipted sleep one s abiliu to work, to drive, to relate to their family members, to maintain good 
health and positise attitude is next to impossible 

The fact that railroads are able to operate with such little restraint or control seems quite contrarv' to 
our .American uay of life We u ould not permit this kind of infringement on people's lives with such 
negati\e resuits from the airline induslrv. the highway or marine system, or anv private cominerce 
enterprise I lie en\ ironment the railroad is conducting their transpon in has drnnaticallv changed 
in the last several decades and it no longer inakes sense to continue this line The grief it is causing 
is immeasurable It is time to remove this line—not increase traffic! 

1 urge you lo take action and deny this proposal and do whatever is pcssible to restore the 
coiiiniunities io i Cisoiiable use of their homes 

Thank \ ou for \ our consideration 

Sincerely. 

Elizabeth Gear 



ENVIRO; iMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 26, 1997 
7̂ 6. r 

l o Whom It .Mav Concern: 

J am writing to express my concerns about the proposed Norfolk Southern Railway piggy 
back rail yard in the Clarkdale/Austell/Powder Springs areu 1 used to live where my backyard 
was the very area under discussion 1 enjoyed gomg fcr walks on trail, leading through the 
beautiful uoods to the I win Lakes that have been forgotten by our residents 1 often thought 
what a uonderful view it would make from a house 

1 have lived in Powder Springs for over 12 years rnd have watched it change to a popular 
town for subdiv isions of homes, not an environment suited t>>r the heavy tractor trailer Irafltic that 
would add to the congestion, noise and pollution Not to mention the increase in railway traffic 
that already adds to the noise and congestion It would be far worse than the fuhon Indu.strnl 
area where there are no homes or apartments filled with famihes 

I sold the house near I win Lakes and moved to a subdivision in Powder Sorin Js oiY 
BrownsMlle Road 1 thought I was mcv tnu aw^v from the ootential hazard ofthe railwav vard but 
1 now realize that the heaw. truck and train traffic will destrov the env ironment ofour entire toun 
and all of us will be stuck with homes in a heavy industnal area unless this proposal is stopped 

lhankyou, 

Patty Davids 
Powder Springs, Ga 



ENv.r. :,-;.i."i,i£NiAL 
OOCUMENT 

30609 Cambridge Circle 
Bay Village. Ohio 44140 

September 10, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section ofEnvironmental .Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
\\ ashington. DC 20423 

Re. FD 33388 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

1 hâ  e always understood the importance of transporting freight by rail in this countrv. but I 
never imagined it would be at thc expense of eslah!i;!hed residential •'.reas such as Lakcv.ecd, Rocky 
Riv er, and Bay Village. Ohio. .Aside from the dangers of delays of emergency vehicles and the enormous 
dravvba'̂ ks of destruction of property values, both of which are extremely important, there is the matter of 
diminished quality of life for those residents whose homes arc anyvvlipre near the tracks. 

Granted about seven trains used to go by on these tracks in a 24-hour period until Norfolk & 
Southern and CSX Corporations moved to acquire Conrail. It is now stated bv Norfolk & Southern to be 
fourteen a dav. Many of these are noticeably longer and more heavily loaded than before, and vve are 
told carry toxic materials. Home structures are now subject to a great deal more v ibration. There is a 
much higher noise level including the added warning whistles. These noises obliterate any other sound, 
such as telephone conversations, radio and TV infonnation. to say nothing of sleep interruptions. 

Norfolk & Southem originallv led u.s to believe this line would not be used by them, but now thev 
are asking to run 34 trains a dav on it - perhaps having anticipated resistance and their possible 
w illingness to settle for less. How can it be determined what would be an acceptable number? Even now 
there is added concem over maintenance of tracks w ith more frequent, longer and more heav ily loaded 
trains; thus the greater possibilitv of derailments vvhich could be catastrophic in some residential areas. 

Rudy St. Louis, a stalT attornev with the Transportation Board, has been quoted as saying the 
railroads "need to increase traffic to make money to pay off the merger." 

Is this the position of one of our government agencies that hundreds of families in residential 
areas on this line have to sacrifice their own heahh as affected by a greatly deminished quality of life, as 
well as their emergency health services and the deterioration oftheir investment in their homes to help 
Norfolk & Southern pay for their acquisition of Conrail? 

I hope you will take into consideration the above concems before granting permission to Norfolk 
& Southern for anv increase in the numbei of trains to run a day on this line. 

Sincerelv. 

cc: Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
Mavor Thomas L. Jelepis 

Marjorie G. Knap 
(Mrs. Joseph D., Jr.) 
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Derailment damage near $1 million 
A westbound 162-car Norfolk & 

Western train stopped lo avoid hitting 
an aulo stuck at the blocked Cahoon 
Rd. crossing in Bay Village Sunday 
morning at 2:40. 

It was traveling 37 mph at the time 
and came to a halt 176 feet short of the 
crossing. 

But in the process five cars were 
derailed and an estimated $1 million in 
casualties resulted from car damage, 
property destruction and cleanup cosls. 

The auto was driven by a Lakewood 
man who will be ciied for disregarding 
traffic controls on Wednesday, It was 
reported lhat he was driving a self-
insured company car. The railroad is 
expected to file for damages. City and 
railroad officials were up the balance 
of the night, as were removal crews. 

"Considering everything that went 
wrong, there was much that^went 
right," said Bay Police Chief^Peter 
Gray on Tuesday. "There were 21 pro­
pane cars and a number of chemical 
tanks that remained intact. The derail­
ment took pice in about the only place 
in Bay Village where it wouldn't have 
resulted in deaths and injuries to 
residents. A 33,000 volt power line 
almost snapped when the pole was 
broken bul fell back in place in a ver­
tical position. The new Gastown sta­
tion could have gone up in flames if the 
car had gone a few feet further." 

A volatile empty grain tank car stopped just short of the new Gastown 
pumps. 



Driver ot car on tracks 
before derail is charged 

B A V V I L L A G E - The Lake-
wood man whose automobile 
reportedly caused the derailing 
of a train at the Columbia Road 
railroad crossing will be charg­
ed with reckless operation. 

Police Thursday decided to 
charge Steven M. Uffelman, .12, 
of 1432 Arthur Ave , with ih° 
misdemeanor. He could be fined 
^p to ISOO and sen* 3nced to six 
n:onths in jaii, 

.*».-cording ti> police, Uffel-
man's automobile was stuck on 
the railroad tracks at Cahoon 
Road when a westbound Norfolk 
& Western train approached at 
2:40 a.m. Monday. The engineer 

! braketf the 162-car train and 
stopped short of the automobile, 

I but five cars near the rear of the 
train derailed at Columbia 
Road. 

UFFELMAN IGNORED 
bittricades south of the Cahoon 
Road crossing, said police. His 
automobile became stuck 
because the crossing was under 
repair and wood between the 
rails iiad been removed. 

Police Chief Peter Gray said ' 
- Uf f eltnan '. was charged with 
r6cidess' operation, because 

'•there were three passengers in 
his vehicle and a Norfolk & 
Western employee riding in the 

train's caboose was injured. 
Uffelman and the passengers 
were not in his car at the time of 
the derailing and the employee, 
the only person injured, did not 
require hospitalization. 

Gray said police reports indi­
cated Uffelman had been drink­
ing, but was not intoxicated. 

The Columbia Road railroad 
crossing remained closed to 
automobiles today, while work­
ers repaired damage from the 
derailing 

Five cars were deralledSffc^ 
a Norfolk & Western R a l i w i j ^ ' 
train early yesterday in fiay m 
lage. One of the derailed cars waa 
flung to within 18 Inches of a 
pump at a newly opened Gastown 
service station. 

Police said the engineer applied 
the emergency brakes on the 
westbound train when he saw a 
car apparently stalled on the Ca­
hoon Rd. crossing at 2:40 a.m. 
That caused empty cars near the 
end of the train to jump the 
tracks. 

Police said the railroad had 
been making repairs at the Ca­
hoon Rd. crossing and thc road 
had been closed. They said the 
driver of the car was trying to 
make his way through. 

Police said the Columbia Rd. 
crossing would bc closed for the 
cleanup, r^/s/s'2. P.j>, 

Derailment causes 
$1 million damag 

Gean-up crews spent two days b*"*-
tng debris from areas ntef ' in 
Road railroad crossing in B 
where five cars derailed fro 
folk k Westem train last Mon<K. 

Don Piedmont, Norfolk & Western's 
public relations manager said wreck­
ing crews spent six hours clearing the 
site Monday and planned to finish the 
Job Tuesday. Bay Village police estl-

1
mated damages at about $t million. 

Police said the cars derailed when 
the engineer applied the emergency 
brakes to the westbound train after 
spotting a car apparently stalled on 
the Cahoon Road railroad crossing. 
One of the derailed cars came within 
IS inches of a gas pump at a newly-
opened Gastown service station. 

Police said the car's owner, a 32-
year-old Lakewood man, apparenUy 
had tried to cross the Cahoon Road 
tracks which had been dosed foi* re­
pair when his car stalfed. •"' ' 
:;>The train was carrying about. 154-. 
cirs, 37 of which were loaded, Pied-

'̂ tiibpt said. When the M^ginterJipplied 
(he brkkes, one loSded.W^tdl^trh^ty 

working at the station that 4t6f1illi»; 
ran out of the building and esdipcd in^^i 
jury. A railroad worker in ^ ^ j ^ ^ 
caboose sustained mln^^^nnWAs 
which did no*, require ho8t)ttalizmn, 
police said. 

"It could 'lave been worse," My 
Vlliage Police Chief Peter Gray teld 
of the accident. Some of the cars hAd 
been carry'.ng liquid propane gas and 
hydro cyanic acid which were not in­
volved in the accident and did not 
rupture. 

Fumes (rom the hydro-cyanic acid, 
which could have tumed to hydro-
cholric acid, if the cars carrying the 
acid were ruptured and IgnltM, safety 
officials said, are deadly. 

Gray laid the traht's occupants 
could have been electrocuted if the de-
I'ailed cars struck the SS.OOO'Volt high-
tension lines located along the track's 
southem side. The derailed cars were 
flung to the track's riortlMirn Side, he' 
said. c - i . * 

tenants were evacUatiKi rar ,oqit 
hour from apartments ik)rtĥ <̂ of tM 
crossing on the east side of <C l̂umbiî  

vKars to the rear 6fjlKl£ 
the tracks 

Two of the den 
on the Westlake Sl 

ly VUlaĝ  sltte, 
rabH:arijf% 

.̂,Road, while Bay VUlage _ 
U ftrifighters checked tor tt0l 

. • . . ficcai^. containing ll()uid pi ' 
irs wwn4 Up.̂ .thfee with hydrocyanic atii 

Tori \ M \ hlo charges had beeii. tiled 1 
tirtl«'«fta|iist the ' 
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NRCS ^ Naturj i l R e s n u r r m Con&eivatian & M v i r « 

Un i ted States 
Depar tmen t of 
A g r i c u l t u r e 

1902 Fox Drive 
Champaign, IL 
51820 

.September IX. I9«;t^ 

Elaine K Kaiscr 
Chief. Section of En\ ironmcntal AnaKsis 
Surface Transportation Board 
]^2'< K .Street. N W 
Washington. DC 2()423-()()()l 

Re; CSX Corporation and CSX Tr,-uisportation. Inc 
Norfolk Southem Corporation and Norfolk Soulhcm Rail\va\ Companv 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

We ha\ e re\ iewed thc referenced project and ha\ e no comments. 

Sincerelv. 

WILLI.AM J GR.\DLE 
State Consen alienist 

not omment 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service works har,d-in-hand with 
the American people to conse.rve natural resources or private lands. AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITy EMPLOYER 
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N O R F O L K 
S O U T H E R N 

Norfolk So itfiern Cor-poration 
Strategic Planning 
Three CoTimtirciai Place 
Norfolk \Jirqinia 23510 2191 
757 629-2887 

ENViRONririEf̂ TAL 
DOCUMENT 

James W. McClellan 
Vice President 
(757)629-2655 
(757) 533-4884 FAX 

September 24, 1997 

Ms Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
GijrfaCc Transportation BoarJ 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1025 K Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: Finance Docket No, 33388 
CSX and NS -- Control and Acquisition --
Conrail Environmental Data/Coordination 

Dear Ms Kaiser: 

Thank you for your letter of September 17. 1997, I understand that 
Chairman Morgan also provided a copy to Mr, Goode. 

Norfolk Southern recognizes the challenge that is before your 
environmental staff in their scheduied production of an Environmental Impact 
Statement tor this transaction We are aware of the long hours and dedication of your 
staff and the third party consultants and fully appreciate their commitment to producing 
a first rate, independent environmental assessment ofthe proposed action. 

Let me assure you that the time taken to get needed infonnaiiori into the 
SEA'S hands was not a function of reticence on our part, but was instead related to the 
need to develop, aggregate, or fine tu,ie information which did not exist "off-the-shelf in 
the form requested This was particularly challenging in some mstances, as I know you 
are aware, as Norfolk Southern, your staff and the third pa^/ consultants have worked 
diligently to develop and coordinate the information to adj . ,ss the unique 
circumstances of this transaction 

Norfolk Southern has committed greater resources to this environmental 
process than have been required in previous rail consolidations ofwhich we are aware. 
In addition to the several million dollars needed for the initial three-volume 
environmental report and for the Board's own consultants working on the environmental 
impact statem'Bnt, we have transferred our chief environmental officer Bruno Maestri to 

-e -̂ca-t Van L'nes lnc 



Ms Elaine K, Kaiser 
September 24, 1997 
Page 2 

Washington to facilitate the process. He has been in place as the central point of 
contact for the environmental review process since August 1, 1997. I was glad to see 
that you have found his presence h elpful. He is operating with the full support of our 
Norfolk Southern team and has been given full access to whatever resources he 
requires to respond to the evolving policy concerns and data needs OT the SEA staff. In 
fact, we just last week added an additional environmental consulting firm to supplement 
the activities of our pnmary NEPA consultant and the numerous other consultants and 
support staff who have assisted in this endeavo, Last month we also retained the 
seiviccs of an additicnal law firm to provide direct suppcrt to Bruno's efforts on your 
behalf. 

We remain fully committed to meeting all your needs with the best 
information available in a timely manner. 

Very truly yours, 

cc Ch=>irman Linda Morgan 
Mr, D, R Goode 
Mr. B. Maestri 
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Scott Oelslager 
Stdtt." Sena ;o ' 
2 9 t h Distr ict 

Ohio Senate 
Senate Building 
Columbus, Ohio 432 15 
614/466-0626 

E N VIB 0 i 4 < V i £ i% 1A L 
DOCUMENT 

September 23, 1997 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief - Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 
Office the Secretary 
Case Control Unit - Finance Docet No. 33388 
Surface Transportation Board 
1925 KSt.. NW 
Washington, DC 20423 OOOl 

Committees: 
H.ghAa/s and Transportation. 

Chairman 
Education and Retirement 
Human Services and Aging 
Judiciary 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

Enclosed please find a copy ofa handout that vvas distributed to the members ofthe 
House-Senate Transportation Committees studying the CSX-Norfolk Southem 
acquisition ofConrail. This was distributed to the members by Roland Docter of the City 
of Cincinnati. 

.\t the conclusion of his prepared comments. 1 infonned Mr. Docter that I would relay his 
concems to the federal Suriace Transportation Board, the Ohio Department of 
Transportation and to the Ohio Attomey General for their comments. 

I would appreciate your taking a look at this document and am intsresteo in leaming the 
opinion ofthe Ohio .Attorney General in this regard. 

1 look for\vard to hearine from vou shortlv. 

Scott Oelslager 
State Senator 
29th District 

SO ech 
Enclosure 

29th Senate Distr.ct All ot StarK County. EACept Lemngton Wastiington 
and Pans Townships and trie City of Alliance 



City of Cincinnati 

l l ' l l l l |- > h i r i - \ u 1 - 1 ( 11 11 ,, K ii.m 1 >J, ( :r\ H J ! I 

' •"• " s i l l P lum Street 
( incinnati. Ohio -l-ilii. 
I 'hone 11 5=i2-i2-il 

September 16, 1997 i aMSi. î .v>:-t,:84 

The Honorable Scott Oelslager, Chairman 
Joint Transportation Committee 

of the Ohio House & Senate 
State House 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Re: CSX/NS/Conrail Consolidation 

Dear Senator Oelslager, 

As a follow-up to our attached communcation regarding the acquisition of Conrail 
by CSX and Norfolk Southern, and as part of your September 16, 1997 Committee 
Heanng on the proposed acquis'tion, the City of Cincinnati wishes to emphasize the 
importance of several issues raised in our previous submissiori. Events which have 
transpired since our June 18, 1997 letter, have caused the City to now elevate to the 
highest level of concern the issue which was listed as (2) in Attachment A of that 
letter, namely; 

To remove freight rail traffic from the City's Centrai Riverfront area, 
representing completion of the process and City NW railroad Agreement 
which began with NW's recently completed, state-supported. Third Mam 
Track m the Millcreek Valley, 

For twenty years, the City has sought to eliminate through-freight movements from 
the linear park system it has cieated along the north bank of the Ohio River, To the 
City's knowledge, no through-freight trains have operated over the Riverfront 
Running Track (RFRT) in this decade. The City has been working with NS to 
complete the formalities of permanentiy eliminating this potentiai public safety 
hazard It has come to our attention that claims for operating rights on the RFRT 
have been made by other railroads in the Conrail cons<,'idation proceedings before 
the Surface Transportation Board. 

The City has worked closely with NW to realize a joint objective to enhance rail 
efficiency and safety To this end, the City entered into an agreement with NW to 

Kijuj l ()ppoftunit\ Emplover 



The Honorable Scott Oelslager 
Page 2 

facilitate the construction o f the "Th,rd Mam" track through the Millcreek Vaiiey. The 
construction was funded in part by the State of Ohio. In exchange, the City was 
granted rights to purchase the NW property referred to as the Riverfront Running 
Track, NW has recently published its notice of intent to abandon the eastern portion 
of the RFRT and the City intends to purchase the property as soon as abandonment 
IS accomplished. The western portion will proceed in a similar manner as soon as 
the existmg rail customers are relocated as part of the construction of the Cl^/'s new 
football stadium and nverfront redevelopment, it is of paramount importance to the 
City that the abandonment proceed and that the City take title to the RFRT property. 

This RFRT abandonment proceeding before the Surface Transportation Board (STB) 
will be docketed as No. AB-290 (Sub-No, 184X) as to NW and No. AB-167 (Sub-No. 
1180X) as to Conrail. We believe that the above issues shouid be resolved as part of 
these STB proceedings related to the RFRT rather than as part of proceedings 
regarding the proposea Conrail consolidation. 

As part of the process which generated the above City/NW agreement, in February, 
1994 the City expressed to CSX Transportation the City's support for an Indiana and 
Ohio Rail System (I&O) request to obtain trackage rights and one daily "gratis' round 
trip on the CSX rail line runnmg from C P. Oklahoma through the Millcreek Valley to 
East Norwood This was mtended to permanentiy eliminate freight rail traffic 
through Cincinnati's Central Riverfront, Although CSX Transportation did not grant 
the request, the Cl^/ of Cincinnati continues its interest in resolving such rail traffic 
issues to the benefit of all parties. 

Thank you for this opportunity to express our comment and concerns. Any 
questions shouid be directed to William L, Rottner, Chief Counsel, Office of the City 
Solicitor, Room 214, 801 Plum Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, 45202, His telephone number 
IS 513-352-3620 (Fax 513-352-1515). 

Sincerely, 

S h i r e i ^ 
City Manager 

Attachment 

Copy; Ms. Beth Wilson, Ohio Raii Development Commission 



City of Cincinnati 

J i i h i i I > . i i r 

( i n ! / , / • / , / , > ' 
Ri 'oni \ ( ic\ H i l l 
>'ii; P l i in \ .Street 

June 18,1997 FAXED AND MAII FD 

The Honorable Scott Oelslager, Chairman 
Joint Transportation Committee 

of the Ohio House and Senate 
State House 
Columbus, OH 43215 

Dear Senator Oelslager: 

The following is in response to your invitation for the City of Cincinnati to submit to the Joint 
Transportation Committee reaction to the proposed acquisition of Conrail and the division of 
its operaticns between CSXT and Norfollc Southern. 

The City of Cincinnati advocates that the merger consider the following as the City's primary 
concerns; 

(1) To provide for efficient, economical freight rail service for industries located 
within the city of Cincinnati; and 

(2) To enhance the efficient use of the City-owned Cincinnati Southern Railway's 
facilUies. 

In addition, several other City/railroad issues are also of immediate concern and require 
resolution. While it appears unlikely at this time that these issues will be affected by tne 
proposed acquisition of Conrail, we have identified them in Attachment A to this letter for 
your consideration if warranted by future merger-related actions. 

In accordance with your office's recent discussion wi th the Ohio Rail Development 
Commission staff, we request that this letter be considered part of the testimony about the 
CSX Conrail merger which was submitted to your Joint Transportation Committee. We 
appreciate the opportunity to participate in your hearing process, and are available to discuss 
these issues with you in greater detail. If you have further questions, please contact Roland 
T Docter, Administrator of Special Projects/Research, City Planning Department, at (513) 352-
4384 

John F, Shirey 
City Manager 

attachment 
copy; Ms, Beth Wilson, Ohio Rail Development Commission F.Muiiopp..ftut<i(v EmpWve-



Acquisition of Conrail 
City of Cincinnati 
June 18, 1997 

ATTACHMENT A 

The fo l lowing are railroad Issues of immediate importance to the City of Cincinnati. While 
these issues are not Iikely to be directly affected by the proposed acquisition of Conrail and 
the division of its operations between CSXT and Norfolk Southern, they are identified below 
for consideration if warranted by future railroad merger-related actions. 

(1) To expedite resolution of railroad issues to allow timely construction of new sports 
stadium/s and region-serving commercial development in the Cuy's Central Riverfront 
area; 

(2) To remove freight rail traffic from the City's Central Riverfront area, representing 
completion of the process and City/NW railroad Agreement which began with NW's 
recently completed, state-supported, Third Main Track in the Millcreek Vailey; 

(3) To resolve access issues for the Indiana & Ohio Railcorp (l&0)/Rail Tex and other short­
lme rail haulers, including i&O's request to obtain operating rights over CSX's Oklahoma 
Connection track at the southern end ofthe CSX Queensgate Yard as well as through the 
Mil creek Valley. 

(4) To reduce or remove freight rail traffic from the City's Eastern (Ohio) Riverfront Corridor 
in order to implement the City's neighborhood redevelopment plan for this Corridor; and 

(5) To facilitate acquisition of rights to preserve corndors and/or operate future public 
passenger transportation service on selected rail corridors, includmg the Blue Ash Line 
owned by the l&O/Railtex. 
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DOCUMENT ?9016 M i l l a r d Dr ive -
Hay V i l l a g e , Ohio '44 14 0' 
Phone: (440) 835-?09Pi 

Ms. F la ine K a l K e r , 
C h i e f , Fec t lon o f Fnv 1 rontnenta 1 A n a l y s i s , 
Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
•!9?5 K Street VW, .^th F loor , P u l t e ."̂ 00 
Washi-igtf , T). C. ?04??-0001 

Dear Vs. K a i s c r : 

Fe: FF~???R, request of Norfolk and Southern 
and CSX Corporation to purchase Conrail 
Corporation and t r i p l e fast f r e i g h t t r a f f i c 
through the western suburbs of Cleveland, 
Ohio 

Your prompt response to my l e t t e r of August ?6th re 
above mstter was greatly appreciated. 

Fnclosed f o r your f i l e and consideration in regards to 
the safety and environmental dangers inherent in the 
railroads' proposal is a copy of an a r t i c l e that appeared on 
page one of the Septeinber P.'Sth issue of "The Westlake-Pay 
V i l l a g e r " weekly newspaper. 

Tt is captioned "The great Columbia Foad derailment of 
19P?" and describes in great d e t a i l the facts regarding a 
f r e i g h t t r a i n derailment on Sunday morning, September , 
198? at the Columbia Foad crossing of the same tracks that 
are In question In regard to the current railroad proposal. 

To make the situation more graphic, you should be aware 
that Columbia Foad Is onc and one f i f t y (1 1/5) miles from 
Cahoon Foed i n Bay Village, the spot where an automobile was 
bung up on the tracks, causing the f r e i g h t t r a i n to brake 
sharply. This t r a i n was heading west, but there were several 
of i t s cars s t i l l to the east of Columbia Foad when the 
derailment took place, and the engine came to a halt only 
"•78 feet short of the stalled car. This means, of course, 
that the t r a i n i t s e l f was at least one and one f i f t h ( i •'/5) 
miles In lengtb. The claim of the engineer Is that I t was 
raovlng at only ?7 miles per hour when he braked I t , causing 
f i v e cars i n tbe rear to jump the tracks. I have never seen 
a t r a i n move along those tracks that slowly during daylight 
bours. They usually travel at least ten mi^es per hour 
faster. In a d d i t i o n , the late night t r a i n s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 
those between midnight and dawn, tr a v e l much faster than 
that. 

This a r t i c l e demonstrates very clearly just what kind 



of tragedy is waiting to happen again, not only i f fast 
freight t r a i n s continue to move along the r a i l s through the 
heavily populated, closely clustered r e s i d e n t i a l areas of 
the western suburbs, but the p o t e n t i a l seriousness would be 
d r a s t i c a l l y increased and the l i k e l i h o o d of a tragedy 
increased almost to the point of c e r t a i n t y i f the proposal 
to t r i p l e t r a f f i c were ever approved. 

As i t was, a f r e i g h t car nearly demolished the gas 
station b u i l d i n g at Columbia Foad and would have k i l l e d the 
employee on duty, and was only P few feet from s t r i k i n g the 
gas pumps, which would have caused a disastrous f i r e and 
explosion. At that same location now is a gas s t a t i o n and 
convenience store. On the Westlake side of the tracks at 
that location I P a commercial b u i l d i n g with many o f f i c e s and 
parking l o t very close to the tracks. 

The other point T would l i k e to make is that t h i s t r a i n 
sealed the r a i l crossings of Columbia Foad (the central 
access road to the 1-90 expressway), Dover Center Foad (the 
main north-south road through the center of Bay A'lllage and 
Westlake), and Cahoon Foad. 

'''he next r a i l r o a d crossing west of Cahoon Foad is 
Crocker-Basset Foad, a mile at most fu r t h e r west. That road 
Is the western access to 1-90 and also the only direct route 
to the nearest hospital available to Bay Village residents. 
About f i v e miles f a r t h e r south of 1-90 is another 
expressway, 1-480, which runs through the middle of Lorain 
County (the one j u s t west of Cleveland) and Cuyahoga County 
Cohere Cleveland Is located), and is heavily travele-' with 
west to east t r a f f i c in the morning because from I t 
commuter"= have ready access to the largest band cf 
factories, commercial areas, and high t r a f f i c targets. These 
Include the NASA complex of 100 or more buildings, Hopkins 
Airport (the primary Cleveland area commercial a i r p o r t and a 
hub center for at least one major a i r l i n e ) , the Ford Motor 
Company's extensive factory complex, and a vast number of 
small to large I n d u s t r i a l plants and a large variety of 
commercial f a c i l i t i e s . This is j u s t what Is located close to 
I-'i80 on the west side of Cleveland. There is considerably 
raore In the way of i n d u s t r i a l and commercial locations to 
the east. 

A serious proposal is on the drawing boards now to 
coordinate the extension of Crocker-Basset Foad farther 
south through North Olmsted so that i t would connect 
di r e c t l y with T-480. There presently is no such di r e c t 
route. I f such construction i t accomplished, the t r a f f i c on 
Crocker-Basset w i l l be greatly Increased in both directions 
where the tracks are located. Thore is sû -.-̂ tant 1 al 
congestion now during the regular dcHy ru=ih hours: 7 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. and 2:?0 p.m to 6:?0 p.m. 



Cn September ^ ^ s t , the Federal Failroad Administration 
conducted a public discussion of t h i s problem at a meeting 
held at the Lakewood, Ohio City H a l l . An estlmaten 600 very 
distressed c i t i z e n s appeared, expressing t h e i r concerns 
vocally. I submitted copies of the material T sent you i n 
the past. 

As noted by the enclosed a r t i c l e , the p o t e n t i a l for a 
calamity is very real as long as heavy fast f r e i g h t uses the 
r a i l l i n e . A disaster was avoided in 198? only by a few feet 
and by the good fortune that the cars containing combustible 
or toxic substances were not damaged and did not s p i l l , 
burn, or explode. 

Again, thank you for your consideration of t h i s serious 
problem and i t s very real ramifications. 

d
T'ery t r u l y jcours, 

John A. •nfe 

PS: I also enclose the l e t t e r of minel ^^t^t^ September 19, 
1997 addr4essed to the Director of the federal Failroad 
Administration. I t described in more personal terms the 
s i t u a t i o n of my neighbors and I In regard to becoming possible 
victims of a r a i l disaster. 



Annals of railroading.... 
The great Columbia Road derailment of 1982 
b\ Bob Tuneberg 

Five railroad cars jumped the tracks f I , accideni was assessed a: 

he dune around bamer. H,s car '̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  for replacement 
svheels danglmg over the f e e , w^re oW g n j .-Cons.denr̂ g ever>ih.ng that went 

Peter Gray. Bay s Pohce ^j^'f* ' f ' ^ ' c a r s and a number of chem.-

: S l ^ r : s n ^ : : : - - S t : ^ ^ r U a c . m place m a ve..ca. 
'^^on m new GasUn Stat.o. couM have gone up m .., 
^ A Gastown counter emplovee who was ' f ^ ' T l u l h t 1 was dead •• The empty gram 
looked up and saw th.s fre.ght car com.ng at me / '^^f^^M ' ^^^^ 
tanker caL to res, under the O ^ - ^ P ^ ^ ^ K / ^ ^ ^ ^ S 'fter the crash 

Fire Chief Greg Jacks..n <̂ .d further P '̂'̂ "'̂  ' i , , ^ Gordons "Stay clear ot any 
a. a result of on-lookers comb.ng the scene - " ^ ' ^ f ™» P j - ^ ' 7 a, the t.me 
..eckc i veh.c:e which could be carrv.ng J^^;^;^;^^^^^^^ other boxcars 

In addi.-n t. the gra.n tanker wh.ch came ^' ;^5^,i^^Jl,„h,a Road cros.ng, 

"^^^^ r "̂ ̂ "̂̂  "̂"̂ " 

vsvh Norfolk and Westent ; « ^ J ^ ^ , o f^^^^ timber aossings« 
is K & Ws prom.se to get ̂ S"'^'"T^^.'^^a'^XmbS^ That ̂ Ml have to see," , 
Bassett. Bradley & Dover and a wbben̂  o on. Cowles has a letter from Ohto's 

A few weeks later, she Wlovved s^tUbs Ĵ '̂ ^̂ Ĵ Ĵ̂ ^̂ ^̂  be replaced with 
Dept of Transportation saymg those Bradly T^^^^ ,̂r^s repairs on the Bassett Rd, track 

muffler crossing it last Saturday . ^ ^ j ^ ^ g repturs began tbat the 

over a grade crosang dosed fat repairs. 



September 19, 1997 

29016 M i l l a r d Drive 
Bay V i l l a g e , Ohio 44140 
Phone: (440) 835-3095 

Director, 
Federal Failroad Administration, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Director: 

Fe: The proposal by Norfolk and Southern 
Railroad to t r i p l e the fast f r e i g h t 
t r a f f i c along the r a i l l i n e through the 
western suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio 

My wife and I , on behalf of our family as well as the 
rest of the residents of our s t r e e i lhat borders the railway 
l i n e , wish to protest the referenced proposal and request 
that your agency reject i t . In f a c t , for safety and 
environmental considerations, we wish you would rescind any 
authority for the r a i l r o a d to use that l i n e for f r e i g h t 
t r a f f i c under any circumstances. 

To explain the overall geographic and other factors 
involved in the impact of f r e i g h t t r a f f i c along that l i n e , I 
have attached n copy of the l e t t e r T sent recently to 
Environmental Analysis Section of the Federal Service 
Transportation Board. They have been gracious enough to 
confirm receipt of the l e t t e r and tc assure me I t has become 
part of the evidence in the f i l e concerning t h e i r evaluation 
of t h i s proposal. 

As noter' in the enclosure, a very s a t i s f a c t o r y 
a l t e r n a t i v e use of t h i s e x i s t i n g r a i l l i n e is to make an 
arrangement with the Feglonal Transit Authority (FTA) in 
Cleveland to convert t h i s to an e l e c t r i c commuter r a i l 
service that would operate l i g h t weight, clean running 
e l e c t r i c cars. This would r e l i e v e the western suburban home 
owners and business owners close to the l i n e of the concern 
that a serious tragedy could occur I f there should be an 
acc i d e n t - - c o l l i s i o n , derailment, toxic chemical s p i l l , or 
fir e - - a l o n g t h i s r a i l route. I t also would s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
reduce t r a f f i c congestion and vehicle a i r p o l l u t i o n and 
accidents on the I 90 expressway that l i n k s the effected 
suburbs with downtown Cleveland. 

As to how even the moderate current f r e i g h t t r a f f i c has 
effected my family and neighbors, l e t me point out that 
M i l l a r d Drive runs p a r a l l e l to the r a i l l i n e , which used to 
be a double set of tracks but in the past two years has been 
a single set, for the r a i l r o a d pulled out the other. I l i v e 
on the north side of the s t r e e t , and the standard 



r e s i d e n t i a l street and the home and l o t of my neighbor 
across the street separate me from the r a i l l i n e . This Is a 
distance of about 200 to 225 feet from the actual l i n e s . 

When we moved into the area In 1978, the r a i l r o a d had 
moderate t r a f f i c at infrequent i n t e r v a l s , and t h i s was an 
inconvenience because of the noise, v i b r a t i o n , and p o l l u t i o n 
of the a i r , but i t was at an acceptable l e v e l . The same was 
true of my neighbors, some of whom are or i g i n a l owners of 
the houses. This r e s i d e n t i a l area was developed and 
completed about twenty years ago, and i t is located only 
three blocks from the major western road that connects Bay 
Village with 1-90 and the extensive shopping areas for the 
northern Westlake comnunity and, most important of a l l , the 
nearest h o s p i t a l and medical complex, Columbia St. 
Johns-West Shore Hospital and abutting doctors' o f f i c e s . 

Shortly a f t e r we moved into our house, however, we 
began to rea l i z e that the tr a i n s were more than a t c l e r a b l e 
inconvenience. In a short time, they spewed s i g n i f i c a n t 
amount of d i r t and grime into the ai r so that our house, 
which i s aluminum sided, could not be cleaned except by 
h i r i n g professionals with high powered cleaning guns. The 
vib r a t i o n s of the t r s i n s shook the framework of the house, 
r a t t l e d the windows, and overroad conversation and radio or 
te l e v i s i o n we night be using while the t r a i n was crossing 
our area. 

.4s soon as we could muster the cash, we replaced a l l of 
the windows with Anderson insulated windows and also 
i n s t a l l e d permanent additional Anderson storm windows on 
each. This greatly reduced noise and v i b r a t i o n , but i t soon 
becane obvious that a p a r t i c u l a r l y thick f i l m would 
accumulate w i t h i n several nonths on the outside window 
surfaces. This was so bad that each section had to be 
removed, soaked for a long period of time in our bathtub in 
a tough cleansing s o l u t i o n , and then scrubbed extensively 
before the windows were clean. This has been repeated every 
six to nine nonths in the dozen years or nore that we've had 
the windows. 

In s p i t e of the new windows and Increased i n s u l a t i o n in 
the a t t i c and other appropriate places, the house quickly 
f i l l s with dust and grime that requires very frequent 
cleaning Inside. We have no children l i v i n g with us, and our 
own a c t i v i t i e s should not generate t h i s kind of problen. 

Over the years, the foundations and even backyards of 
the houses across the street have developed very serious 
ground slnkage and foundation damage. These backyards often 
are only 100 to 125 feet from the r a i l l i n e . This damage has 
reached such an extreme t h i s year that sone of those home 
Ciiers have had to expend $10,000 to $15,000 to t o t a l l y 
excavate, repair, and resurface the walls of t h e i r basements 



and put in new drain t i l e s . Those who have not done t h i s yet 
have serious s i m i l a r problems. We have been experiencing 
similar but much slower developing problems and have decided 
to expend several thousand do l l a r s now to try to prevent 
more serious destruction. There is no question in own minds 
that, no matter what other factors may be at f a u l t for these 
foundation and yard sinking problens, the regular weight and 
vibration of the t h i r t e e n or so heavy fast f r e i g h t t r a i n s 
each day greatly aggravated the problem. You may imagine how 
destructive I t would be to t r i p l e t h i s kind of weight and 
vi bra t i on. 

Although In the past few years the daytime f r e i g h t 
t r a f f i c moves at a reasonable speed that I would estlnate at 
about f o r t y miles per hour, there are late night runs 
between mid-night and six a.m. that are very high speed and 
greatly r a t t l e our windows and shake our house. We have many 
pictures hanging on our walls, and almost d a i l y , I have to 
straighten several that the v i b r a t i o n s have knocked o f f 
plumb. 

At present, our very ordinary home is appraised f c r 
taxing purposes at nearly $160,000, and we pay a very 
substantial property tax. Other houses on our street are 
appraised upwards of $200,000 with even higher tax burdens. 
Everyone has invested nany thousands of dollars to upgrade 
the hones and I n s t a l l extensive landscaping and other 
improvenents. but i f the proposal is approved to t r i p l e the 
r a i l t r a f f i c , ottr neighbors w i l l lose a l l use of t h e i r 
backyards, have an alnost uninterrupted disturbance of l i f e 
inside t h e i r hones, and even we located across the street 
w i l l have a d r a s t i c noise, v i b r a t i o n , and p o l l u t i o n problen 
to contend with. This s i t u a t i o n would be obvious to any 
prospective hone buyers and cause drastic drops in hone 
values, making i t alnost inpossible tc =e l l hones that 
backed up to the tracks. 

But in our view, the nost serious problen Is that of an 
accident, f c r a c o l l i s i o n or derailnent would send cars or 
loconotives careening through the houses across the street 
and might even reach curs. A f i r e fueled by toxic fumes or a 
large toxic s p i l l of any kind could be a disaster. I f 
something l i k e that happened at n i g h t , l i v e s of e n t i r e 
families asleep i n bed would perish. 

Even the problen of getting energency, po l i c e , or f i r e 
vehicles across the tracks ir. a t i n e l y manner cannot be 
solved in any f e a s i b l e way. Kxcept for the large 
bridge-overpass at the extreme eastern end of Bay Village on 
Clague Foad, there are only twc other roads that reach 
1-90 entrances--Columbia Road (about one mile or nore west 
of Clague Road) and Crocker-Bassef Road (near the far 
western edge of Bay and only a few blocks fron our s t r e e t ) . 
There are only three other roads that cross the 



tracks--Dover Center Road (the main north-south road through 
downtown Bay), Cahoon Road (a side road a long block west of 
Dover Center), and Bradley Road (several blocks west of 
Crocker-Bassett Road and near the weL.tern edge of Bay). 
There Is no feasible way to make an underpass or overpass at 
any of tbose lo c a t i o n s , for the gradual grade to reach a 
height s u f f i c i e n t f o r an overpass or bridge would require 
that the foundation supports block o f f the driveways and 
sidewalks of homes and businesses that go a l l the way up to 
w i t h i n f i f t e e n or twenty feet of the r a i l right-of-way. Tn 
some cases, such as at Columbia, Dover Center, and Bradley, 
such overpass-bridges would shut o f f enti r e side streets 
that are lined w i t h homes or which are the only easily-used 
route to extensive r e s i d e n t i a l areas. 

We hope these l e t t e r s help you to understand the actual 
physical problems Involved in what we have considered to be 
an Incredibly stupid proposal by the r a i l r o a d , that you w i l l 
r e j e c t the proposal as well as permission to use r a i l l i n es 
for heavy f r e i g h t t r a f f i c through these and other heavily 
r e s i d e n t i a l areas, and lend your influence to encouraging 
the r a i l r o a d to do the r i g h t and p r a c t i c a l thing, which is 
to make arrangements with RTA to use the l i n e f or safe and 
p r a c t i c a l commuter purposes. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

John A. P f e i f e r 
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ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 10, 1997 

Federal Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear S i r : Re: No. FD 33388 

This l e t t e r i s my p r o t e s t to the proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the westshore communities from 13 
to appro.timately 38 t r a i n s a day. 

As a westshore r e s i d e n t , I s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e t h a t the 
s a f e t y , h e a l t h and economic i.npact t h a t t h i s proposal 
would have on v i r t u a l l y a l l of us i n such a densely 
populated area could be d e v a s t a t i n g . 

In c l o s i n g , while r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l r o l e i n our 
country, common sense has to e x i s t when the s a f e t y and 
welfare of l i t e r a l l y thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s 
are at stake. 

I thank you f o r reading my l e t t e r and I hope t h a t an 
a l t e r a a t e s o l u t i o n w i l l be forthcoming i n the f u t u r e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

/ / 

Address: " ^ y - y t 1 '- U : - ^ • L ; ' ^ l . 

^ 7 _ 



ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 17, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Env ironmental .Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

RE: No, FD 33388 

To Section of Environmental Analysis; 

I am writing you conceming Norfolk & Southem Railroad's proposed increase in ra.i traffic 
through Northeast Cleveland area from 13 to 38 trains a day. (No FD 33388) I am a 16 year 
resident of Bay Village with children and feel that the increase would make living in Bay more 
difficult to drive through, more noisy to live near, and more unsafe for children to be near. 
Currently, we do not have many train delays but the increased proposal would significantly 
change that. There is only one street in Bay that has an overpass over the tram tracks. All other 
south bound streets would bc blocked by trains Please consider rerouting this proposal by N&S 
Railroad. I hank vou. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Konyk ' 
339 Huntmere 
Bay Village, OH 44140-2505 



ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Federal Surface Tra.Tsportation Board 
Section of Environmental .Analysis 
1925 K Street N.V. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear Sii Re: No. FD 33388 

.'his i e t t e r i s ny p r o t e s t to t.ne proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the westshore c D.-n.-au n i t i es from 13 
tc jppro.Timateir 38 t r a i n s a day. 

-As a .vestshore r e s i d e n t , I s i n c e r e l v b e l i e v e t h a t the 
safe-.v, h e a l t h and econoaic impact t h a t t h i s proposal 
would have on v i r t u a l l y a l l of us i n such a densely 
populated area could be d e v a s t a t i n g . 

In c l o s i n g , while r a i l r t i a d s play a v i t a l r o l e i n our 
country, common sense has to e.Tist when the s a f e t y and 
welfare of l i t e r a l l y thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s 
are at stake. 

I thank you f o r reading .-̂y I t ^ t r a r and I hope t h a t an 
a l t a r n a t e s o l u t i o n w i l l be forthcoming i n the f u t u r s . 

. n c e r e 1 y , 

y 'Jo fU 

.Address 



ENVjhOMMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

630 Fordham Pkwy 
Bav \ illage OH 44140 
September 24. iW7 

Re 

Ft derai Surface I ranspcntation Board 
Section of fjivironmeniai .Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington DC 2()42.> 

Dear Sir, 

I respectfullv request that vou denv the request of the Norfolk & Southern (N&S) 
Railroad to increase train tratfic through Northern Ohio from tht present 13 to 
approxiniately 38 trains per day 

My home is directiv adjacent to the N&S railroad tracks and this proposed increase 
wili drive mv family crazv l he trains currently run throughout the entire day and night 
and the current number of ! ,> trains per day is tolerable, however, the proposed increase to 
38 trains would pose safety hazards to my community of Bay Village, Ohio and vv ould 
also pose health problems to my familv When would we sleep'̂  With trains running 
throughout the evening. 1 believe our sleep patters would be greativ disturbed 

Please denv this request or at least consider limiting anv increase to day hours I 
believe that some airports have restrictions on evening tlights because ofthe noise 
pollution \\ hv cant these tvpe of restrictions applv to train tratfic' 

Fhank vou loi vour consideration ofmy request. 

Sincerelv. 

'l/f{j^ f• IcyJ^ 
CH.ARLESJ TURNER 

Conmessman Dennis Kucinich 



JOHXL, REULBACH, JR. 
A T T O R N E Y A T L A W 

I A 7 0 1 D E T R O I T A V E . . S U I T E 5 7 5 

L A K E W O O D . D H i O 4 4 1 0 7 

DOCUMENT 

Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

Washington, DC 20423 

f g \ 6 I 2 2 6 - 4 2 0 0 

RE: Docket # FD 33388 Northeast Ohio Area 

Surface Transportation Board, 

Please accept this letter as one citizen's input conceming the increase in train traffic allegedly 
contemplated by Norfolk Southern and CSX: 

Please query the Railroad Companies as to hovv they can safely increase (by at least 100%) their 
train traftlc, with a single set of rails mnning through neariy all of ti?e westem suburbs of 
Cuyahoga County, as well as Avon Lake and Avon in Lorain County: 

it vvould appear that while train traffic is heading in one direction, train traffic in the opposite 
direction must stop and wait, somewhere. 

Wherever that somewhere else is, other citizens will have to endure crossings blocked, 
continuously, for as long as it takes the railroads to clear traffic, every day, numerous times per 
day. 

It seems rather obvious that the increase in train traffic that the "new" railroad is contemplating 
is not possible vvithout having trains backed-up throughout all of Northem Ohio. 

The impact on Ohio vvill be horrendous as all other forms of surface transportalion will suffer; 
including fire, police, emergency and other vehicles. 

Since the railroads are planning their lame-brained scheme in an extremely populated area on half 
the capacity that there was only a year or two ago, millions of people will be adversely affected. 

My guess however is that the railroads have no intention of doubling the train traffic because to 
do so on a single set of rails make no economic or logistical sense. 



So why then is the railroad threatening and posturing? Perhaps, because they already realize that 
the tracks ranning through Northem Ohio are inadequate for their needs and they are bluffing: 

Ifthey can get some monies or other concessions for moving a bit South...then why not threaten 
an area that they know will put pressure on govemment to grant that which they are desirous of 
ha ving (i.e. a subsidized move to a less populated area with more railroad tracks)...with the 
attendant improvements that they will argue will be necessary to accommodate them. 

However, in the event that are not bluffing, it is even more disturbing that they would even 
consider doubling the train traffic through one of the most densely populated areas that train 
traffic dissects, probably anywhere in the country. 

In any event, we don't want the train traffic, as the railroad appears to be ran by either 
incompetents or extortionists...either of both of which should bc sufficient for the govemment 
to declare them unsuitable as our neighbors. 

Thanks for your time. 

Sincerely yours, 

-"^y y^^ 

John L. Reulbach, Jr. 
Attomey-at-Law 

JLRrb 



ENVi .iENTAL David J. Steigman 
D O C U M E N T Longbeach Parkway 

Bay Village, Ohio 44140 
(440) 892-3940 

September 24, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K St N W 
Washington, DC 20423 
#FD 3388 

Dear Sir or Madam 

As a resident of Bay Village, Ohio, I have several serious concems about Norfolk 
Southern's plans to triple the number of trains ranning through my community 

First and foremost, 1 am concerned about access to emergency medical care for my family 
and friends Both the local urgent care facility and the closest hospital are on the other 
side ofthe railroad tracks This plan will tnple the likehhood that we would be unable to 
get emergency medical care in the event ofan accident or other emergency, when minutes 
can make the difference between life and death Local EMS, fire, and safety 
organizations have already testified about the terrible risks involved 

I am asthmatic I have an accident-prone five year old daughter My neighbors are both 
over ninety years old Access to emergency medical care is absolutely vital lo all of us 
This railroad rans through a densely populated residential area Every hour, this new 
plan could cut thousands of people off from emergency medical care facililies for ten to 
twenty minutes or more There is a huge difference between one train every two hours as 
opposed to one or two trains coming through every hour L'nless the railroad is willing to 
pay for overpasses at the major intersections through this corridor, this plan represents an 
unacceptable safely risk In an area this densely populated, wiih no hospitals on the 
North side oflhe tracks, this plan has a very good chance of killing someone. 

There is another serious safety problem There are hundreds of homes right next to the 
iracks in Bay Village, Rocky River, and Lakewood These homes have virtually no buffer 
zone between their yards and the tracks In addition, many children must cross the iracks 
to get to school every day Tripling railroad traffic along this residential corridor, where 
many children play right near (and unfonunateiy sometimes on) the iracks, is a recipe for 
disaster 

I am also concerned aboul the environmenlal impaci of lhe increased traffic Cuyahoga 
Couniy already fails lo m.eei EPA air quality siandards, and our air is classified as 



unhealthflil for a wide range of airborne pollutants We are forced to get expensive and 
time consuming tailpipe emissions tests performed for our automobiles I cannoi 
understand why twenty or so extra diesel irains would be permiited to ran every day in a 
county that is already forced to take extreme measures to improve its unhealthflil air 
qualily 

Finally, there are the quality of life issues Having one or two trains go by every hour, 
blowing lheir homs al every intersection, is serious noise pollution I have no doubt that 
this will also affect property values I can lell you lhal I would not have considered Bay 
Village as a place to live with that kind of train traffic 

In summarv', I believe that this plan will preseni terrible safety risks, degrade our already 
unheallhful air qualily, disrapt our residential communities, and lower our property values 
I implore you to disapprove this plan 

Sincerely, 

David Sleigman 
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' ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 l0i\? ^<^ 

Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Seplember 25, 1997 

Martin Gelfand 
Office of tb- Honorable Dennis J. Kucinich 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

Re: Finance Dockei No. 33388 - CSX a.id Norfolk Soulhem - Control and 
Acquisition - Conrail 

Dear Mr. Gelfand: 

/^^"^ ^^"""^ '^^"^ '•^g^'l'"g the enviromnental review process for the 
Coiirail acquisition. Per yo-or request, I am enclosing several items: 

frl^^Mn^T"'^''^' '"" . ^ ^ " • ' ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^P"' 22, 1997, announcing the railroads' 

• T ^ ^ Z ^ ^ ^ ' ' ' ' ' - '̂̂ ^^ -^^"^^^^ - ' - - ^ nnlestones . 
Proposed Scope oflhe EIS, printed in the Federal Register, July 7 1997-
^ Z ' - i l ^ ^ ' ^ ' T"^ Commonly Asked Questions Handouts that vvere disinbuied at the 
commanity meeting held on September 21, 1997 in Lakewood, Ohio 
The Enviromnenxal Report and Errata filed by CSX, Norfolk Southem, and Conrail; 
1 he Supplemental Environmental Report filed by Norfolk Southem. 

V y''"' If ^« '"ight he of further assistance or i f vou 
have any additional questions, please contact me at (202) 565-1538 or Mike DaUon SEA 
Program Manager, at (202) 565-1530. -̂Jo or MiKe ualton, SEA 

Sincerely yours. 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Enclosure 
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ENVi.KONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

IntcTn;inoi-i;il L I U M T - . Rrfcrr,.! Dire. r.H-v 
September 19, 1997 ' 

Federal Docket # FD 33388 
Surface Transporfation Board 

Sect Of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Streei N W 
Wasfiington DC 20423 

Dear Board Members. 

I oppose the proposeci increase in traffic by Norfolk Soutfiern tfirough the 
western suburbs of Cleveland We live in Bay Village and our office is right alongside 
tf ie tracks In the spring and summer months we can not keep the windows in our office 
open for fresh air because the train noise is deafening, not to mention the image it 
portrays to our clients who hear it over the phone. 

My family and I are constantly awoken throughout the night by the roar of the 
trains, and heavy handed engineers blasting the train wh.stle It was bearable when we 
heard only a few trains a night, but the traffic has definitely increased and it has to stop. 

There was talk of the tracks being used to bring our local commuter trains 
tfirougn and I v/ould be in total agreement if that could happen. Commuter rail transit 
would be an asset to the suburbs it serves, hopefully causing less congestion at rush 
flours, reducing pollution drunken dnvers, and gas consumption. 

Your job IS to be convinced that there are other tracks seriously underused in 
less populated more rurai areas that would be better suited to the train traffic carrying 
a.rty and often dangerous cargo. Teii Norfolk Southern executives that their goal is to 
f ind a path that would direct them away from a majority of the taxpayers that are at risk 
of the potential liability of the catastrophes they could cause; tram de-railinos or spills 
collisions with pedestrians, cars or "God forbid' school buses 

I also urge you to use your powers to help deny the proposed joint acquisition of 
Corneal, by NS and CSX It would create a monopoly that would force an increase to 
shippers, causing them to return lo the highways. 

I have never felt compel'ed to write to Washington about an issue, but am quick 
to complain if a fellow "Bayite" causes us be annoyed by their noise, litter and bad 
behavior obvious to our children I feel the railroad is on that same track as a neighbor 
we have tolerated for too long In fact, dunng the 20 minutes spent editing this letter 2 
trams have rumbled by ! 

Seriously yours, 

I.NTERNATIONAL L.WYERS COMPANY 
PO Box 40V<s • Ck-vd.mA. OH 44140-0̂ 5̂ • 800 L.W-LiST • 2I6-899-S66C • Fax 216-899-1005 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

September 29, 1997 

Dr. Rodger E. Stroup 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Departmeni of Archives and Hisiory 
P. O. Box 11669 
Columbia, SC 29211 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem - Conlrol and 
Acquisiiion - Conrail: National Hisloric Preservalion Act, Seciion 106 

Dear Dr. Stroup; 

On June 23, 1997, CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX); Nonolk 
Southem Corporation, and Norfolk Southem Railway Company (NSj; and Conrail Inc. and 
Consolidaled Rail Corporaiion (Conrail) filed a consolidated Railroad Control Application 
(RCA) with lhe U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C. 11323-25. CSX, 
NS and Conrail (collectively the Railroads) are joinlly seeking auihority for CSX and NS to 
acquire conlrol ofConrail, and for the subsequent division of Conrail's asseis (lhe 
Acquisition). Receipi of the RCA is the action lhat formally initiates lhis proposed undertaking 
and our role as the Federal lead agency. 

The purpose ofthis letter is lo iniliate corio-iltation with your office in accordance with 
Section 106 of the National Hi.storic Preservalion Aci as amended (Section 106, 
16 U.S.C. 4701̂  and its implementing guidelines (36 CFR Part 800). Consequently, the STB is 
seeking your comments regarding those projects within our jurisdiction that may have the 
poiential lo afFect historic properties.' This effort is being coordinated with preparation ofan 
Environmenlal Impact Statement (EIS) to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). 

A copy oflhe Environmenlal Report (ER) submitted with the RCA was sent to your 
office by the Railroads. The STB has received copies of January 17,1997 and January 22, 

' The STB may impose conditions on rail line abandonments and new con.struction, but has limited 
junsdicnon over thc Acquisition related activities. See 49 CFR Part 1105.8. 



1997 letters to Dames & Moore signed by Nancy Brock of your office pursuant to the 
Acquisition. The STB's review of the ER indicaies thai there are no Acquisition related 
activities in the Stale of South Carolina. 

A copy ofthe Environmental Report (ER) submilted wilh the RCA was sent to your 
office by the Railroads. The STB's review ofthe ER indicates lhat in South Carolina there are 
no proposed changes to rail line segments, railyards, or inlermodal facilities, and no new 
construction projects. No rail lines are proposed tc be abandoned and no other Acquisition-
related activities are proposed. 

Based on this information and in accordance with the rules and regulations found in 
36 CFR Part 800.5b, the STB requests your concurrence with its finding that the Acquisition 
would have no effect on historic resources in the Stale of South Carolina and that Section 1 'J6 
consultation with your office has been completed. We look forward to your response on this 
matter as rapidly as your schedule will allow. If you have any questions, please call the STB's 
cultiu-al resources technical leam leader for the Acquisition, Barry Wharton of HDR 
Engineering, Inc., at (813) 287-1960 for assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

'U4UA.J 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section of Ep- \ . aental Analysis 

Enclosure: South Carolina "Raikoad Map" 

cc: Paul McGinley, McGinley Hart 
John Morton, HDR Engineering 
William Novak, DeLeuw, Cather 
Barry V/harton, HDR Engineering 



South Carolina 
Conrail 
CSX 
NS 
Acquisition Projects 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SITRFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 

Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

September 29, 1997 

Mr. Frederick C. Williamson 
Slate Hisloric Preservalion Officer 
Rhode Island Historical Preservation COir-'"i.«;'-ion 
Old Stale House, 150 Benefit Street 
Providence, Rl 02903 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisiiion - Conrail: National Hisloric Preservation Act, Seciion 106 

Dear Mr. Williamson: 

On June 23,1997, CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX); Norfolk 
Southem Corporation, and Norfolk Southera Railway Company (NS); and Conrail Inc. and 
Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) filed a consolidaled Railroad Conlrol Application 
(RCA) with lhe U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C. 11323-25. CSX, 
NS and Conrail (collectively the Railroads) are joinlly seeking auihority for CSX and NS to 
acquire conlrol of Conrail, and for the subsequent division of Conrail's assets (the 
Acquisiiion). Receipi ofthe RCA is lhe action that fonnally initiates this proposed undertaking 
and our role as the Federal lead agency. 

The puri)ose ofthis lette. is to initiate consultation with your office in accordance with 
Section 106 ofthe Naiional Historic Preservation Act as amended (Section 106, 
16 U.S.C. 470f) and ils implementing guidelines (36 CFR Part 800). Consequently, the STB is 
seeking your commenls regarding those projects within our jurisdiciion that may have the 
potentiai to affect histonc properties.' This effort is being coordinated with preparation ofan 
Environmenlal Impact Statement (EIS) to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA). 

A copy oflhe Environmenlal Report (ER) submilted with the RCA was sent to your 
office by the Railroads. The STB's review of the ER indicaies that there are no Acquisition-
related activilies in the Stale of Rhode Island. 

' The STB may impose conditions on rail iine abandonments and new construction, but has limited 
jurisdiction over the Acquisition related activities. See 49 CFR Part 1105.8. 



Based on this information and in accordance with the mles and regulations found in 
36 CFR Part 800.5b, the STB requests your concurrence with ils finding that the Acquisition 
would have no effect on historic resources in the State of Rhode Island and that Section 106 
consultation with your office has been completed. We look forward to your response on this 
matier as rapidly as your schedule will allow. If you have any quesiions, please call the STB's 
cultural resources technical team leader for the Acquisition, Barry Wharton of HDR 
Engineering, Inc., at (813) 287-1960 for assistance. 

Sincerely yours. 

'tt,Ayt.l/U 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Enclosure: Rhode Island "Railroad Map" 

cc: Paul McGinley, >4cGinley Hart 
John Morton, HDR Engineering 
William Noval., DeLeuw, Cather 
Barry WTiarton, H 3R Engineering 

-2-



Rhode Island 
Conrail 
CSX 
NS 
Acquisition Projects 

I 1 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

Secticn ofEnvironmental Analysis 

September 29, 1997 

Dr. Jeffrey J. Crow, Jr. 
Slale Hisloric Preservalion Officer 
North Carolina Departmeni of 
Cultural Resources 

Division of Archives and History 
109 East Jones Street 
Raleigh NC 27601-2807 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisition - Conrail: National Hisloric Preser\'alion Act, Section 106; North 
Carolina SHPO Reference Numbers: ER 97-9456, ER 98-7052, 97- E-0000-
0496, 97-E-0000-0456 

Dear Dr. Crow: 

On June 23, 1997, CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX); Norfolk 
Soulhem Corporaiion, and Norfolk Soulhem Railway Company (NS); and Conrail Inc. and 
Consolidaled Rail Corporaiion (Conrail) filed a consolidated Railroad Conlrol Application 
(RCA) widl the U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C. 11323-25. CSX, NS 
and Conrail (collectively the Railroads) are jointly seeking auihority for CSX and NS to acquire 
control ofConrail, and for the subsequent division of Conrail's assets (the Acquisition). 
Receipt oflhe RCA is the action that formally initiates this proposed undertaking and our role 
as the Federal lead agency. 

The purpose oflhis lelter is to initiate consultation with your office in accordance with 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservalion Act as amended (Seciion 106, 16 U.S.C. 470f) 
and its implementing gumelmes (36 CFR Part 800). Consequenlly, lhe STB is seeking your 
commenls regarding those projecis wilhin our jurisdiciion that may have the potential lo affect 
historic properties ' This effort is being coordinated with preparation ofan Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) lo comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

' The STB may impose conditions on rail line abandonments and new construction, but has limited 
junsdiction over the Acquisinon related activities. See 49 CFR Part 1105.8 



A copy ofthe Environmental Report (ER) submitted with the RCA was sent to your 
office by the Railroads. The STB has received copies of lhe following letters from you pursuant 
to the Acquisition: 

• Februarv 18, 1997 - identifying two National Register historic districts in Union, 
Halifax and Northampton Counties. 

• February 19,1997 - staling that there are no hisloric properties rear Pinoca Yard and, 
therefore, no effeci. 

• July 15, 1997 - recommending lhal STB idenlify buildings older than 50 years and 
identify future owners and uses. 

The STB's review of the ER indicates that there are no proposed changes to rail line 
segmenls or intermodal facilities, and no new construction projects. No rail lines are proposed to 
be abandoned and no olher Acquisiiion relaled activities are proposed. Since there are no 
proposed Acquisition related activities on railroad lines in the vicinity of the two National 
Register histonc districts in Union, Halifax, and Northampton Counlies, there will be no effect 
on these two resources. 

Based on this informalion and in accordance with the rules and regulations found in 
36 CFR Part 800.5b, the STB requests your concurrence wilh ils finding lhat the Acquisiiion 
would have no effect on hisloric resources in the Slale of North Carolina and that Seciion 106 
consultation with your office has been completed. We look forward to your response on this 
matter as rapidly as your schedule will allow. If you have any quesiions, please call the STB's 
cultural resources technical team leader for the Acquisiiion, Barry Wharton of HDR Engineering, 
Inc., at (813) 287-1960 for assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Seciion of Environmenlal Analysis 

Enclosure: North Carolina "Railroad Map" 

cc: Paul McGinley, McGinley Hart 
John Morton, HDR Engineering 
William Novak, DeLeuw, Calher 
Barr>' Wharton, HDR Engineering 

-2-
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

September 29, 1997 

Dr. Kalhryn Eckert 
State Historic Preserxation Officer 
Michigan Hi.storical Cenler 
717 West Allegan Sirecl 
Lansing. MI 48918 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisition - Conrail: National Historic Preservation Act, Section 106; 
SHPO Reference Number ER-97-346 

Dear Dr. Eckert: 

On June 23, 1997, CSX Corporation and CSX Transportation. Inc. (CSX); Norfolk 
Southem C orporation. and Norfolk Southem Railway Company (NS); and Conrail Inc. and 
Consolid.ncd Rail Corporaiion (Conrail) filed a consolidated Railroad Conlrol Application 
(RCA) with the U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C. 1 1323-25. CSX, 
NS and Conrail (collccliveh the Railroads) are joinlly seeking auihority for CSX and NS to 
acquire control ofConrail. and for the subsequent division of Conrail's assets (the 
Acquisition). Receipt ofthe RCA is the action Uial fonnally initiates this proposed undertaking 
and our role as the Federal lead agency. 

Thc purpose ofthis letter is to initiate consultation with your office in accordance wilh 
Seciion 10(> ofthe National Historic Preservalion Act as amended (Section 106, 
16 U.S.C 4700 and its implementing guidelines (36 CFR Part 800). Consequently, lhe STB is 
reeking your comments rcgarding those projects wiihin our junsdiction thai may have lhe 
potential to affect hisionc properties.' Tliis effort is being coordinated with preparation ofan 
Environmental Impact Slalcmcnl (EIS) to comply with lhe National Environmental Policv Act 
(NEPA). 

A copy ofthe Environmental Report (ER) submitted with the RCA was sent to your 
office hy thc Railroads. Thc STB has received copies oflhe following letlers from you 
pursuani lo lhe Acquisition; 

The STH mas impose conditions on rail Une abandonments and new construction, but has limited 
jurisdiction over thc Acquisition related activities Sce 49 CFR Part 1105.8 



• January 22, 1997 - staling no effect for potential increases in at the Detroit (Wayne 
Couniy) inlemiodal facility. 

• January 22, 1997 - slating no eifect for rail line segmenls in Michigan. 

• February 3, 1997 - slating no effect for potential increases in activity al rail yards, 
Wyoming Yard, Gnind Rapids, Rent County. 

• February 4, 1997 - slating no cflect for potential new conncclion in Wayne. Wayne 
Couniy. 

The STB's review ofthe ER indicaies there arc no polential hisionc resources within 
r.ny proposed consimction silcs and lhal there arc no proposed abandonments in the Slale of 
Michigan. 

Based on this infoimation and in accordance wilh thc rules and rcgula'ions found in 
36 CFR Piirt 800.5b. thc STB rcquests your concurrence wilh its finding that the Acquisition 
would have no effect on historic resources in the Stale of Michigan and Uiat Scclion 10(> 
consultation with your oflkc has been completed. We look fonviud lo your response on this 
mailer as rapidly as your schedule will allow. If you have any qucstiops, please call thc STB's 
cultural resources technical team leader for thc Acquisition. Bany Wharton of HDR 
Engineenng. Inc.. at ^813) 287-1900 for assistance. 

Sincerely yours. 

Enclosure: Michigan "Railroad Map" 

oc: Paul McGinley. McGinley Hart 
John Morton. HDR Engineenng 
William Novak, Del euw. Gather 
Bain, Wharton. HDR Engmeenng 

F.laine K. Kaiscr 
Ĉ hiet 
Section of Environmental /Vnalysis 

•2-
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

September 29, 1997 

Ms. Judilh B. McDonough 
State Historic Preser\ ation Officer 
Massachusells Historical Commission 
220 Morrissey Boulevard 
Bosion, MA 02125 

Re: Finance Dockei No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Soulhem - Conlrol and 
Acquisition - Conrail: National Historic Preservation Act, Seciion 106 

Dear Ms. McDonough: 

On June 23, 1997, CSX Corporaiion and CSX Transportalion. Inc. (CSX); Norfolk 
Southem Corporaiion, and Norfolk Soulhem Railvvay Company (NS); and Conrail Inc. and 
Consolidaled Rail Corporation (Conrail) filed a consolidated Railroad Conlrol Application 
(RCA) with the U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C. 11323-25. CSX, 
NS and Conrail (collectively lhe Railroads) are joinlly seeking authority for CSX and NS to 
acquire control ofConrail. and for the subsequent division of Conrail's asseis (the 
Acquisition). Receipt oflhe RCA is the action that fomially initiates this proposed undertaking 
and our role as the Federal lead agency. 

The purpose of this leller is to initiate consultation with your office in accordance with 
Seciion 106 oflhe National Histonc Preservalion Act as amended (Seciion i06, 
16 U.S.C. 470f) and its implemenung guidelines (36 CFR Part 800). Consequenlly, the STB is 
seeking your commenls regardmg those projects within our jurisdiction lhal may have the 
potential to affect histonc properties.' This effort is being coordinated with preparation ofan 
Environmental Impact Slalement (EIS) to comply with the National Environmenlal Policy Act 
(NEPA). 

A copy ofthe Environmenlal Report (ER) submitted wilh the RCA was sent lo your 
office by the Railroads. The STB's review of'he ER indicates lhal in the Commonweallh of 

' The STB may impose conditions on raii ime abandonments and new -onstmction, but has Umited 
junsdicnon over the Acquisition related activines. See 49 CFR Part 1105.8. 



Massachuscus there are no proposed changes to rail line segmenls, railyards, or intermodal 
facililies, and no new consimction projecis. No rail lines are proposed lo be abandoned and no 
olher Acquisition-related activities are proposed. 

Based on this information and in accordance with the mles and regulations found in 
36 CFR Part 800.5b, the STB requests your concurrence wilh ils finding that the Acquisition 
would have no effect on historic resources in the Commonwealth of .Massachusetts and that 
Section 106 consultation with your office has been completed. We iook forward to your 
response on this matter as rapidly as your schedule will allow. If you have any quesiions, 
please call the STB's cultural resources technical leam leader for the Acquisiiion, Barry 
WTiarton of HDR Engineering, Inc., al (813) 287-1960 for assistance. 

Sincerely yours. 

y/AAAj.A.j 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Enclosure: Massachusetts "Railroad Map" 

cc: Paul McGinley, McGinley Hart 
John Morton, HDR Engineering 
William Novak, DeLeuw, Cather 
Barrv Wharton, HDR Engineering 





ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

Washington, DC 20423 

Section ofEnvironmental A,.alysis 

September 29, 1997 

Mr. Daniel R. Griflith 
Slale Hisloric Preserv ation Officer 
Delaware Departmeni of State 
Division of Historical and Cultural .\ffairs 
15 The Green 
Dover. DE 19901-3611 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem -Control and 
Acquisition - Conrail: National Historic Preservation .-Xct, Section lOO 

Dear Mr. Griffith: 

On June 23, 1997, CSX Corporaiion and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX); Norfolk 
Southem C orporation. and Norfolk Soulhem Railway Company (NS); and Conrail Inc. and 
Consolidated Rail Corporation (Conrail) filed a consolidaled Railroad Conlrol Application 
(RCA) with the U.S. Surface Transportation Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C, 11323-2!i. CSX, NS 
and Conrail (collectivelv the Railroads) are jointly seeking authority for CSX and NS to acquire 
conlrol ofConrail, and for lhe subsequent division of Conrail's asseis (the Acquisition). Receipt 
oflhe RCA is the action that fomially initiates this proposed undertaking and our role as the 
Federal lead agency. 

The purpose ofthis letier is to initiate consultation with your office in accordance with 
Section 106 ofthe National Histonc Presenation Act as amended (Section 106, 16 U.S.C. 470f) 
and ils implementing gi idelines (36 CFR Part 800). Consequently, the STB is seeking your 
comments regarding those projects w ilhin our junsdiction that may have the polential to affect 
histonc properties.' This effort is being coordinated with preparation ofan Environmenlal 
Impact Slatemeni (EIS) lo comply wilh the National Environmenlal Policy Act (NEPA). 

A copy ofthe Environmental Report (ER) submitled vvilh the RCA was sent lo your 
office by thc Railroads. The STB has received a copy of your Febmary 7, 1997 leller 
requesting more infonnation about potential construciion associated vvith rail line segment traffic 
increases between .Arsenal. P.\. and Da\ is. DE. and noting lhat some historic resources are 
located near the rail lint. 

' The S FB nia\ impose conditions on rail line abandonments and ne\v construction, but has limited 
jurisdiction over the Acquisition related activities. See 49 CFR Part 1105.8 



Wliile the Arsenal, PA, lo Davis, DE, Conrail segmeni will experience an increase of 
approximately 8 .3 trains per day under Norfolk Southem, there is no proposed construction 
associated with the Acquisition under STB review. The STB's review of the ER indicates that 
there are no proposed changes to ra:'. yards or inlermodal facilities and no new consimction 
projecis in lhe Slale of Delaware. No rail lines are proposed lo be abandoned and no other 
Acquisiiion relaled activities are proposed. However, it has been noted lhat the NS proposes to 
improve the Shell Pol Conneciion and make associaied bridge repairs. The STB has requesied 
NS to define this proposed work and vvhelher il is a componeni ofthe Acquisiiion. As soon as 
the NS has provided the STB with a response to this inquiry', the STB will nolify you as lo 
whether the proposed Shell Pol Connection is part oflhe Acquisition. If the proposed Shell Pot 
Connection is part of the Acquisition, the STB will evaluate the polential for effect on hisloric 
and cultural resources under Section 106 and wi'l coniinue consultation wilh your office. 

Excepi for the Shell Pol Connection, the STB requests your concunence wilh its finding 
lhal the Acquisiiion would have no effect on historic resources in Delaware and lhal Section 106 
consultation wiih your office has been completed in accordance wilh the mles and regulations 
found in 36 CFR Part 800.5b. If you have any questions, please call the STB's cultural resources 
technical team leader for the .Acquisition. Barry Wharton of HDR Engineering. Inc., at 
(813) 287-1960 for assislance. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Seciion ofEnvironmental Analysis 

Enclosure: Delaware "Railroad Map" 

cc: Paul McGinley, McGinley Hart 
John Morton, HDR Engineering 
William Novak, DeLeuw, Calher 
Barrv' Wharton, HDR Engineering 
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ENVIRONr.î , 
DOCUfvlENT 

SraPACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental .Analysis 

September 29, 1997 

Mr. John W. Shannahan 
Slate Historic Preservalion OlTiccr 
Connecticut Historical Commission 
59 South Prospect Street 
Hartfcrd, Cl 06106 

Re: Finance Docket No. 33388 - CSX and Norfolk Southem - Control and 
Acquisition - Conrail: National Historic Preservation Act, Seciion 106 

Dear Mr. Shannahan: 

On June 23. 1997, CSX Corporaiion and CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX): Norfolk 
Soulhem Coiporation, and Norfolk Soulhem Railvvay Company (NS); and Conrail Inc. and 
Consolidaled Rail Corjioralion (Conrail) filed a consolidated Railroad Conlrol Application 
(RCA) vvilh thc I'.S. Surface Transportalion Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C. 11323-25. CSX. NS 
and Conrail (collectively the Railroads) are jointly seeking authority tbr CSX and NS to acquire 
control ofConrail, and for the subsequent division of ConraiTs assets (the .Acquisition). 
Receipt ofthe RCA is the action that fomially initiates lhis proposed undertaking and our role 
as the Federal lead agency. 

The purpose ofthis letter is to initiate consultation vviih your olTice in accordance wilh 
Section 106 of the National Histonc Preservalion Aci as amended {Section 106, 16 U.S.C. 4700 
and its implementing guidelines (36 CFR Part SOO). Consequenlly. the STB is seeking your 
commems regarding those projects vvithin our junsdiclion lhal may have lhe polential lo afleci 
histonc properties. This effort is bemc coordinated vvith preparafion ofan Environmenlal 
Impact Slalement (EIS) to comply with the National Environmenlal Policy Aci (NEPA). 

A copv oflhe Environmenlal Report (ER) submilted vvith the RCA was sent lo your 
office by the Railroads. The STB's review ofthe ER indicates that in the State of Conneciicut 
there are no proposed changes to rail line segments, rail yards, or intennodal facilities; and no 

' The STB may impose conditions on rail line abandonments and new construction, but has limited 
jurisdiction over the Acquisition related activities See 49 CFR Part 1105.8. 



new constmction projecis. No rail lines are proposed to be abandoned and no other Acquisition-
related aclivilics are proposed. 

Based on this information and in accordance with the mlcs and regulations found in 
36 CFR Part 800.5b, the STB requests your concunence w ith ils finding lhat the Acquisition 
would have no effeci on historic resources in the Slate of Connecticut and lhal Section 106 
consultation vvilh your office has been completed. We look forward lo your response on this 
matter as rapidly as vour schedule w ill allow. If you have any questions, please call the STB's 
cultural resources technical team leader for the Acquisition, Barry Whanon of HDR 
Engineering, Inc., al (813) 287-1960 for assislance. 

Sincerely yours. 

/ 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Seciion of Environmental Analysis 

Enclosure: Connecticut "Railroad Map" 

cc: Paul McGinley. McGinlev' Hart 
John Morton. HDR Engineering 
William Novak. DeLeuw, Calher 
Barry Wharton. HDR Engineering 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

SURFACB TRANSPORTATION BOARD 
Washington, DC 20423 

Section of Environmental Analysis 

September 29, 1997 

Mr David D Wells 
Slate Historu Preservation Officer 
Director. Dep.utment of Consumer 
and Regulators' Aflairs 

614 H Street. NW 
Suite 1120 
Washingion. DC 20001 

Rc Finance Docket No. 33388 • CSX and NorfWk Southern - OoBttOi wd 
Acquisition - Conrail; National Historic Preservation Act. Section 106 

Detr Mr Cross: 

On June 23. 1997. CSX ( orpviralion luid CSX Transportation, Inc. (CSX); Norfolk 
Southem (\>rptiration. and Norfolk Sotuhem Railway Company (NS). and Connul Inc and 
Consolidated Rail Corporation ((^onrail) filed a consolidated Railroad Conlrol Application 
(RCA) with the U S. Surface TranspiMiaiion Board (STB) under 49 U.S.C. 11323-25. CSX. NS 
and Conrail (collectively thc Railroads) .vc jointly seeking authority for CSX .ind NS to acqiun.' 
conlrol ofConrail. iuid for the subsequent division of Conrail's asseis (lhe Acquisiuon) 
Receipt oflhe RCA is Uic aciion thai fomially iniiiates Uus proposed undertaking and our role 
•s thc Fetieral lead agency. 

Tlie purpose of Uus letter is to mitiale consultation with your office in acconiance with 
Seciion 106 of Uic National Historic Preserv ation Aci as ameiukxl (Section 106. 16 U.S.C. 4700 
and ils implementing guidelines (36 i^I R Part 8(K)) Consequently. Uic STB is seeking your 
coniments rcg.arding Uiosc proiects wuhm our junsdiction Uial may have lhe poiential lo affec! 
hisionc prv̂ perties ' This etTort is being coordinaicd wiUi prepiuaiion of an Imvminnienial 
Inipaci Slalcmcnl (I-IS) to comply wiih the National Env irt>nmental Policy Aci (NEPA). 

A copy oflhe Environmenlal Report (ER) submitled wiih thc RCA was scnl to your 
oflice by lhe Railroads. Tlie STB's review of the ER indicates that m Washington DC. there arc 
no proposed changes to rail linc segments, rail yards, or intemiodal facililies. and no new 
constmction projects While tratTic increases arc anticipaied on two Conrail segments 

llie s m niav tnipose condittons on tail hne ahindonnients and ne* construction, but \MS limited 
junsdKtion o\et Ute Acquisition related activiticii .See 49 CFR Pwl l lO.S 8, 



(Anacostia lo Virginia Avenue and Virginia Avenue lo Potomac Yard), no constmciion or 
changes to rail line segments are proposed in this Acquisiiion. Increased Iraffic is limiled to the 
moving and handling ofmorc rail cars on the existing trackage. Increased traffic does not have 
the potential lo affect hisloric or cuilural resources since the railroad Iraffic is part of the hisloric 
selling and does nol involve ground disturbance or physical alteration oflhe existing facililies. 

No rail lines are proposed lo be abandoned and no other Acquisition related activities are 
proposed. Ho wever, it has been noted that CSX proposes lo make clearance modifications to 
the Virginia Avenue Tunnel. The STB has requested CSX lo define lhis proposed work and 
whether it is a component ofthe Acquisition. As soon as the requesied information is received 
from CSX, the STB will evaluate the potenlial for effeci on historic and cultaral resources under 
Section 106 and will continue consultation with your office. 

Except for the clearance modifications to the Virgi'- a Avenue Tunnel, the STB requests 
your concunence with its finding that the Acquisition wc jld have no effect on historic resources 
•n Washington, D.C. and that Section 106 consultation with your office has been completed in 
accordance with the rules and regulations found in 36 CFR Part 800.5b. We look forward lo 
your response on this matier as rapidly as your schedule will allow. If you have any quesiions, 
please call the STB's cultural resources technical team leader for the Acquisiiion, Barry 
Wharton of HDR Engineering, hic, al (813) 287-1960 for assislance. 

Sincerely yours, 

^^aHid 1-^....^A^^ 

Elaine K. Kaiser 
Chief 
Section of Environmental Analysis 

Enclosure: Disirici of Columbia "Railroad Map" 

cc: Paul McGinley, McGinley Hart 
John Morton, HDR Engineering 
William Novak, DeLeuw, Cather 
Barry Wharton, HDR Engineering 
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EN V tr.o MMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

ScptcmhcT :. 1997 L w U w £ N T / ** 

Federal Surface Transporiation Board 
Section ol Lnvironnicnt .\nal\sis 
1925 K Street N'W 
W ashington. IX^ 204.̂ .̂  

.MTEN n o N ; Document Number FB33388 

Gentlemen: 

Thi.s lener is a plea to you to prevent thc addition ot any rail treight traffic on the 
Cle\ eland-\ ermilion bne of Norlblk and Southem Railroad 

This plan w ould dismpt so man> Irves. disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger thc health of thousands of peopic from coal dust exposure, noise pollutioa the 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased propcrt> 
v alues and tax rev enues w ould be dev astating. 

()ur hetrac LS in 1 akewood. Ohio where we have 27 streets that are bisected by N'S iracks. 
Additional tr.uns and longer, faster trains are a danger to our cidzens and children. 
Lakewood does not have school basing and students attending 8 schools cross thc tracks at 
least twice each dav CXir police, tire and emergency vehicles would be seriouslv impacted 
b\ an> increase in freighl rail U-aftic ihrough our city . More overpasses and underpasses 
w ould not remove all of the rail threats lo our neighborhoods. On interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with a slash through it, 
meaning certain tmcks should take routes through irdustriali/ed areas, rather than through 
residential zones. Whv shouldn't the same apph to freighl trams'? 

.\gain. please consider the health and salely of thousands of residents in Nortfiem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsafe and unheallhv freight movemeni through our cities 
along lakc Lrie. 

Sincereh. 



ENV/HONMENTAL 
September 2. 1997 D O C U M E N T V \ 

Federal Suriace Transportation Board ' 
Section ol Environmeni .Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
\\'.ishington. IX^ 20433 

.^TTEN nON: Document Number FD333X8 

Gentlemen: 

This letier is a pica to you to prevent the addition of any rail tteight trafiic on thc 
ClevelandA ermilion line of Nortblk and Southern Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace ol beautitui neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dust exposure, noise pollution, the 
potential danger of to.xic chemicals, and lhe economic consequences of decreased propertv 
values and tax revenues would be devastating. 

()ur home is in I.dkcvM»j<l ()hic v.here " t *»-»vp ">7 streets lhat are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trams and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akewood does not have schcx)! busing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each dav ()ur police, tire and emergencv vehicles would be senously impacted 
bv am increase in freight raD traiVic ihrough our cirv More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ol the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates ihrough 
populated areas, signs bear the letlers "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - wilh a slash through iu 
meaning certam trucks should lake routes ihrough industriahzed areas, rather than through 
residential /ones VXTiy shouldn't the same applv to freight ti-ams'^ 

Again, please consider the health and .satety of thousands of residents in Northern Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsale and unhealthy freight movement t h r o i ^ our cities 
along 1 ake Frie. 

Sinccreb. 



ENV'iRONMHNTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 2. 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Boaid 
Section ot Lnvuonmcnt .Analy sis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
W ashingtoa DC 20433 

.ATTENUON: Documcmt Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition of any rail freight traffic on thc 
Cleveland-\ ermilion line of Nortblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger thc health of thousands of people from coal dust exposure, noise pollutioa the 
potential danger of to.xic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and lax revenues w ould be devastating. 

Our heme Ls in lakewood Ohio where we have 27 streets that are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akewood does nol have school busing and studenUs attending 8 schools cross thc tracks al 
least twice each day Our pohce. tire and emergency vehicles would be seriously impacted 
by any mcrease in freight rail traflic ihrough our city. More overpasses and underpasses 
wduld not remove all oi the rail threats lo our neighborhoods. On interstates through 
populated areas, sigas bear the letlers "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with a sla.sh through i t 
meanmg certain tmcks should lake routes through industrialized areas, rather than through 
residential zones. Why shouldn't the same apply lo freight trains'̂  

Again, please consider the health and saleiy of thousands of residenls in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsale anti unhealthy freight movement Ihrough our cities 
along lakc Lrie. 

Smcereiy. 



ENVi., ...JMENTAL 
S..-ptcmbcri I W D O C U M E N T 

Federal Surtace Transportation Board 
Section ol hnvironment .-\nalysis 
1925 R Streeu NW 
W ashingtoa IX^ 20433 

ATTENTUJN: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition of any rail freight traflic on the 
Cleveland-\ ermilion Une of Nortblk and Southem Railroad. 

ITiis plan would dismpt so many lives, disttirb the peace of beautihil neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dast exposure, noise pollutioa the 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
v alues and tax revenues would he devastating. 

()ur home is in Lakewood. Ohio where we have 27 streets lhat are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akcwood does not have school basing and studenUs attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each day. ()ur poUce. tire and emergency vehicles would be seriously impacled 
by any increase in freighl rail u-attic through our city . More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all of the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardoas cargo - with a slash through iU 
meaning certain trucks should take routes through mdustriali/ed areas, rather lhan through 

sidential zones. Why shoo'dn't the same apply lo treight trams'? r. 

.Again, please consider the health and satety of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation ol unsale and unhealthy freighl movement through our cities 
alonii I.ake trie. 

Sincerelv. 

> 

•t ^' 



ENv,.^ J;\rv]£,>iTAL 
DOCUMENT yy-.y. 

Seplember 2. 1997 

Federal Surtace I ransportation Board , 
Section of hnvironment .Analy sis 
1925 K Sti-eeu NW 
W ashinglon. DC 20433 

.ATTENTION: Documeni Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you to prev ent the addition of any rail freight tt^affic on the 
Cleveland-\ ermilion line of Nortolk and Southem Railroad. 

ITus pl.-'n vvould disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods. 
endangcT the health of thousands of people from coal dust exposure, noise pollutioa the 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the econormc consequences of decreased properly 
values and tax revenues would be devastatmg. 

1 mr novae is in lakewood, v )hio where we fiave 27 »U"ctts that arc bisected by NS tracks. 
Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children, 
l.akewood does not have school basing and smdenus attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each day. ()ur pohce. tire and emergency vehicles would be serioash impacled 
by any increase in freight rail traftic through oijr city . More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ot the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates ihrough 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardoas cargo - with a slash through iU 
meaning certam trucks should take routes through industrialized areas, rather than through 
residential zones. Why shouldn't the same apply to freight ti-ams'^ 

Again, please consider the health and salely of thousands of residents m Northern Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsale and unhealthy freight movement through our cities 
alona Lake Erie. 

Sincerely. 



ENViROi>ifviiiiMTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 2. 1997 

Federal Surtace Transportation Board 
Section of Lnvnronmcnt .Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
W ashmgtoa IX^ 20433 

.ATTENTION; Documeni Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea lo you lo prevent the addition of any rail freight trattic on the 
Cleveland-\ ermihon line of Nortblk .wd Southem Railroad. 

Fhis plan w ould disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautilul neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dust exposure, noise pollutioa the 
polential danger of loxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values aild lax revenues would be devastating. 

V 'ur home is in lakewood Ohio where »ve have 27 streets that are bt»ectcu 'oy ?>S tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akewood does not have school basing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each day. (Hxr px̂ hce. tire and emergency vehicles would be serioash impacled 
by any increase in freight rail traftic through our city . More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all of the rail threats lo our neighlniriioods. On mterstates through 
populated areas, signs bear ihe letters "HC" - hazardous cargo - with a slash through iu 
meaning certam tmcks should take rouies through industrialized areas, rather than through 
residential zones. Why shouldn't the same apph to freight frains':* 

Agam. please consider the health and saiety of thousands of residents in Northem (̂ hio 
and prevent the escalation of unsate and unhealthy freight movement thiough our cities 
along Lake Erie. 

Sincereh. 



Seplember 2. 1997 DOCUMENT 

Federal Suriace I ransportation Board 
Section ot Lnvvt)nment .AnaKsus 
1925 K Streeu NW 
V\ ashington, IX^ 20433 

AITENTION; Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

ITiis letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition ol any rail freight traflic on the 
Cleveland-\ ermilion Une of Nort(^lk and Soulhem Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dust exposure, noise pollutioa the 
polential danger of toxic chemicals, and the econormc consequences of decreased propcriy 
values and lax revenues would be devastating. 

(>ur home is in lakewood, v )hio where we have 27 streets ihat arc btsccied by NS tta«.ks. 
Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
1 akewood does not have sch(X)l basing and smdents attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least rwice each day ()ur p<iUce. tire and emergency vehicles would be senously impacted 
by any increase m fraghi rail irattic ihrough our city . More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove aU of thc rail threats lo our neighborhoods. ()n interstates through 
pt>pulated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - hazardoas cargo - with a slash through iU 
meaning certam trucks should lake routes through mdusttialized areas, rather than through 
residential zones Why shouldn't the same apply to freight trams'̂ ' 

Again, please consider the health and saletv of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsafe and unhealthy freighl movemeni through our cities 
along Lake Erie. 

Sincereh 

/ y f r i - Cil-4.:--^ ^^--o 

Ic^/'S <y <-' Zy A 



ENViRONf̂ iENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Seplember 2. 1997 

Federal Surtace Transportation Board 
Scctitm i>f l-nvironment .Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
Washinaton. IX^ 20433 

1 

.VTTLN TION; Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to y ou to prevent the addition of any rail freight traflic on thc 
cTev eland-\ crmiU<>n Une of Nortblk and S<)uthem Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so many Uves. disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
eridanger the health of ihoasands of peopic from coal dast exposure, noise pollutioa the 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and lax revenues would bc devasuting. 

()ur home is m I akcv.v:.Gd, Ohio where ue have 27 streets Lhat ore bisec'ed by NS track'-. 
Additional trams and longer, faster trams are a danger to our citizens and children, 
a' .'wood does not have school basing and students attending 8 schools cross thc tracks at 

least twice each day ()ur police, tire and ĉ mergency vehicles vvould bc senoasly impacted 
by any increase m traght rail u-attic through our city More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ol the rail threats to our neighborhixxls. ()n mtersUites throi^ 
populated areas, signs K-ai the letters "HC" - hazardoas cargo - with a slash ihrough iU 
meanmi: certain tmcks should take routes through mdusttiaUzed areas, rather than through 
residential /ones VXTiy shouldn't the same apph to freight ti-ams'^ 

Again, please consider the health and saf ety ot thousands of residenls in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation ot unsale and unhealthy freight movemeni Ihrough our cities 
alona Lake Erie. 

Sincereh. 

/ / 



September 2. 1997 

ENVjR0;\fv1ENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

f ederal Surtace Transportation Board 
Section of Fnvironment .Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
\\ ashinglon, IX' 20433 

AITLNTION; Documeni NumDcr FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

ITiis letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition ol any rail freight traflic on thc 
CTeveland-\ ermiUon line ol Nortolk and Southem Railroad. 

I'his plan would dismpt so many Uves. disturb the peace of beautiful neighK)rh(Kxls, 
endanger the health of ihoasands ot people from coal dast exposure, noise pollutioa the 
polential danger of toxic chermcals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and tax revenues vvould be devastating. 

V 'ur home i.s m 3 aktvs»« d Ohic where we hj» e 2"̂  •ctrcefs thaf arc bisected bv NS tracks. 
.\ddilK>nal trains and longer, faster trams are a danger to our cmzeas and children. 
I akewood does nol have school basing and smdents attending 8 sch(K)ls cross the tracks at 
least twice each dav ()ur pohce. fire and emergencv vehicles would bc senoush impacted 
by any increase in freight rail trattic through our city Mt)re overpasses and undcrpas.ses 
vvould not remove all ofthe rail threats to our neighborhoods. On mterstates through 
populated areas, sigas bear the letters "IK " - ha/ardoas cargo - with a slash through iU 
meamng certain trucks should Uike routes through industriahzed areas, rather than through 
residential /ones W^v shouldn't the same apply to treight trains'? 

Again, please consider the health and saiety of ihoasands of residents in North m (^hio 
and prevent the escalaUon of unsafe and unhealthy freight movemeni through our cities 
along I ake Frie. 

/ 
Sincereh. 



September 2. 1997 

ENVii,. .. . ENTAL 
DOCUMENT ' ^ ^ ' / v 

Federal Surtace Transportation Board 
Sectu)n oi Ln\-irt»nmenl .Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
Washington. IX' 20433 

.VTTLNTION; Documeni Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

ITiis letter is a pica to you to prevent thc addition of any rail freight traflic on the 
CTeveland-\ ermiUon Une of Nortblk and Southem RaUroad. 

ITiis plan would di.srupt so many Uves. disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhmxls. 
endangei thc health ot ihoasands of people from coal dast exposure, notse pollutioa the 
p<.>tential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and lax revenues would be devastating. 

' ^vr h'^me !s vr. FaKew n.^d. '-)hic where Wv have 27 atfects lhat arc bisccied by NS tracks. 
Addilional trains and longer, laster irains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
1 akewiH^d d<u"s mil have schot)! busing and smdents attending 8 schiH)ls cross the tracks at 
least ^vlce each day (>ur police, tire and emergency vehicles would be senoush impacted 
by any increase m traghi t ail trattic ihrough our city More overpasses and undcrpas.scs 
\v(»uld not remove aU ol thc rail threats to our neighborhoods. )n mlerstatcs ihrough 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardoas cargo - with a slash through iu 
meaning certain irucks should uke rouies thr(>ugh industriahzed areas, rather than Ihrough 
residential zones. WTiy shouldn't the same apply to freight traim'! 

Agnn. please consider the heailh and safety ot ihoasands ot r .sidents m Northern ()hio 
.ind prevent the escalaUon ol uasafe and unhealthy freight m* '.cmeni through our cities 
along 1 ake Frie. 

Sincereh. 



STB 9-26-97 PUBLIC 



September 2. 199' 

ENVir... .̂ .ViENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

'- •/ Federal ' urface Transportation Board 
Section ol Environmeni .Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
Washmgloa IX' 20433 

,\ rXENTlON: Documeni Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

TTiis letter is a plea to you lo prevent the addition of any rail freight traffic on thc 
C'leveland-V'ermiUon Une oi Nortblk and Southern Railroad. 

ITiis plan would disrupt so many Uves. disturb the peace of beautiful neî borhoods. 
endanger the health of ihoasands of people from coal dust exposure, noise poUutioa the 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and tax revenues would be devastating. 

Our hcrme ir Lake'vood. Ohic where P e have 27 streets that are bisected by NS tracks. 
. Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger lo our citizens and children. 
Lakewood does nol have school basing and students attending 8 schools ross the tracks at 
Iea.st twice eath day. »fnr poUce, fire and emergency vehicles would be se ioush impacted 
bv any increase in freighl rail irattic through our city. More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ol the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates throi^ 
populated areas, sigas bear the letters "HC" - hazardoas cargo - with a slash through iU 
mearung certam tmcks should take rouies through industrialized areas, rather than ihrough 
residential zones. WTiy shouldn't the same a;:.ily lo freight frains? 

.Again, please consider the health and saf ety of thousands of residenUs in Northem Ohxo 
and prevent the escalation of unsafe and unhealthy freight movement through our cities 
along Lake Erie. 

Sincereh. 

/l^/7oy"^y^ 



Seplember 2, 1997 

ENVihO^iMcNTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Sincereh. 

/ 
/ 

'cy\yi^>^'^i 

1 / e . t-C^y-^ 

• Hi Federal Surtace Transportation Board 
Section of l,nvironmcnt Analysis , /CJ/ 
1925 K Streeu NW 
Washingion. DC 20433 

A TTENTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This ietter is a plea to y ou to prevent the addition of any rail freight trattic on the 
Cleveland-\ ermiUon line ol Nortblk and Souihern Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of ihoasands of people from coal dast exposur:. noise poUutioa the 
potential danger v»f toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased properly 
values and tax revenues would be devastatmg. 

V >ur home is m lakewood. Ohiu whcic we tiavc 27 streets that arc bisected Vy >,'S tracks. 
Additional trams and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
Lakewood does not have school basing and students attending X schools cross the ti'acks at 
least twice each day ()ur pobce. tire and emergency vehicles would be seriously impacled 
by any mcrease in treight rail U-afTic through our cin More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ol the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n mterstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC " - hazardoas cargo - with a slash through iU 
meaning certam tmcks should take rouies ihrough industriali/ed areas, rather lhan through 
residential /ones. WTiy shouldn't the same apply to treight trains'? 

Again, please coasiaer the health and saf e"v of thousands of residenls m Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsafe and unhealthy freight movement ihrough our cities 
alona Lake Lrie. 



EN'Vi. : . Ii'iTAL 
DOCUMENT ' 

Seplember 2, 1997 

Federal Surtace Transportation Board 
Section of Environment .Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
W ashington. IX' 20433 

ATTENTKJN: Documeni Number FD33388 

Gendemen: 

ITus letter is a plea lo you to prevent the addition of any rail freight traflic on thc 
Cleveland-\ ermiUon Une of NortbU. and Southern Railroad 

This plan vvould dismpt so many Uves. disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the heaith ot thousands of people ffom coal dast exposure, noise pollutioa the 
potential danger of to.xic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and tax revenues would be devastating. 

Our home is in lakewood. ' )hio where we tiave l i streets mat are bisected uv N3 uacks. 
Addiuonal trams and longer, faster trams are a danger to our citizens and children. 

I akewood does not have school basmg and smdeiiUs attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each day ()ur poUce. lire and emergency vehicles would be serioash impacted 
by any mcrease m freight rail traftic through our city. More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all of the rail threats to our neighborhoods. (>n mters* ; i >ugh 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with as <gh iU 
meamng cenain tmcks should take routes ihrough mdustriaUzed areas. rati» i ihrough 
residential zones WTiy shouldn't the same apply to freighl trams ? 

Again, please consider the health and .saf ety of thousands oi iCoidciits in Northern Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsate and unhealthy freight movement through our cities 
along Lake Erie. 

Sincereh, 



ENVihvj hviENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Sqitember 2. 1997 / r 

Federal Surtace I ransportation Board 
Section ol Environmeni Analysis 
1925 K Streeu NW 
W ashingloa IX' 20433 

ATTENTION; Document Number FD33388 

Gentlenen: 

TTiis letter is a plea to you lo prevent the addition of any rail freighl tt^aflic on thc 
Cleveland-\ ermihon line of NortbU>. and Soulhem RaiUoad. 

This plan would disrapt so many Uves. dismrb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of ihoasands of people from coal dust exposure, noise poUutioa the 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
\ alues and tax revenues would be devastating. 

I mr "nome is in Lakewood Ohio where we have 27 succis tliai arc bisceicu by N'5 iiaeks. 
Additional trains and longer, faster trains arc a danger lo our citizens and children, 

l akewood does nol have school basmg and smdents attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each day. (Xir poUce. fire and emergency vehicles would be serioash impacted 
by any mcrease in freight rail traflic through our city More ovi rpasses and underpasses 
would not remove aU of the rail threats lo our neighborhoods. (>n mterstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha.'ardoas cargo - vith a slash through iu 
meamng cemm micks shouid take routes ihrough mdustriaUzed areas, rather than througli 
residential /ones. Why shouldn't the same apply to freight ti-aias'^ 

Agam. please consider the health and saf ety of thousands of residenls m Northem (^hio 
and prevent the escalation of uasafe and unhealthy freight movement through our cities 
along l ake Lrie. 

Sincereh. 



ENViROf̂ MENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 22, 1997 

F e d e r a l S u r f a c e T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
S e c t i o n o f H n v i r o n m e n t a l A n a l y s i s 
' t ' . y , K s t r e e t , NW 
W a e h i n p t o n . DC 2042.3 

RE: FD 3.3388 
Dear FSTB: 

I t w.js w i t h j ^ i f i t di.smay t t i a t I heard o f N o r f o l k & S o u t h e r n 
k'.j i 1 r o a d ' . pr Dpot^a 1 t o i n c r e a n e r a i l t r a f f i c t h r o u g h my 
v'.ommun i t y i i they a r e s u c c e s s f u l i n a c q u i r i n g C o n r a i l a s s e t s , 

At; I I i ve 1 1/2 b i o c k s from t h e r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . I a l r e a d y 
can f o r e s e e t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s an I n c r e a s e frnm a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
13 t o 38 t r a i r i s per day would c r e a t e . 

N i n e t y perc:ent o f my t r a v e l from home i s s o u t h o v e r t h e 
t r a c k s . Frequejot I y, as 1 l e a v e t h e house. I hear a t r a i n 
w h i s t l e and know t h a t 1 can h o l d my d e p a r t u r e f o r a t l e a s t 
f i v ( - t u t e n m i n u t e s t o a l l o w f o r t h e t r a i n t o pass and 
backed up t r a f f i c t o d i s p e r s e . 

A s i d e f r o m d e l a y u , t h e t r a i n wli i s t l e s can be t r u l y annoy i i.g. 
.Some e n g i n e e r s l o v e t h e sound o f t h e i r horn and use i t l o n g e r 
thar^ iii'f e s s a r y . .Summer i s p a r t i c u l a r l y bad w i t h t h e windows 
o p t n .1.. fjhontr' <.i)t> V. r 1 j ons and TV a u d i o ar»> t e m p o r a r i l y 
dlowned o u t . Along w i t h t h e r a t t l i n g o f t h e windows f r o m t h e 
v i b r a t i o n o f t h e p a s s i n g t r a i n , i t can be q u i t e a cacophony. 

The t h o u g h t o f ,j I 1 o}- tht?se a g g r a v a t i o n s t r i p l i n g i n o c c u r 
r e n c o i s f r i ̂ jt i t en i ng . l h e r e s a l e v a l u e s o f homes i n my a r e a 
c e r t a i n l y would d e c r e a s e . 

Add i n t h e b i f e t y i s s u e o f c r o s s i n g t h e t r a c k s and t h e 
i n a b i l i t y o f emergency v e h i c l e s t o get t o t h e i ' - d e s t i n a t i o n s 
p i o m p t l y and you have a v e r y s e r i o u s s i t u a t i o n . 

Af. 
t h i 

. e r n e d c i t i z e n , I u rge t h e Board n o t t o a p p r o v e 
t i o n . 

Si n<:ere I y , 

A1 : t- ne Har vanec 
S91 Juneway D r i v e 
Bay Vi 1 l a g e . Oil 44140 

cc Mayor Thomas L. J e l e p i s 
Congressman Dennis K u c i n i c h 



ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 10, 1997 

Federal Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Board 
Section of Environraental A n a l y s i s 
1925 K S t r e e t N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear Sir Re; No. FD 33388 

This l e t t e r i s ray p r o t e s t to the proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the westshore communities frora 13 
to approximately 38 t r a i n s a day. 

As a westshore r e s i d e n t , I s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e t h a t the 
s a f e t y , h e a l t h and economic impact t h a t t h i s proposal 
would have on v i r t u a l l y a l l of us i n such a densely 
populated area could be d e v a s t a t i n g . 

In c l o s i n g , w h i l e r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l r o l e i n our 
country, common sense has to e x i s t when the s a f e t y and 
welfare of l i t e r a l l y thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s 
are at stake. 

I thank you f o r reading ny l e t t e r and I hope t h a t an 
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n w i l l je forthcoming i n the f u t u r e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

y:.y 

Address: .JC •-



Realty 
One 

ENv.'RCfrtiiiiiENTAL 
DOCUMENT BA < ViLl AGf OFFICE 

662 DOVER CENTER ROAD 
BAV VILLAGE OHIO 44140-2376 
(216) 836-6500 iCLEVELA 
(216)323-7525! 
(216) 933-6550 ( A; 
FAX (216)835 

September 10, 1997 Q 

f e d e r a l Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K S t r e e t N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Dear Sir Re No. FD 33388 

This l e t t e r i s niy pro t e s t to the proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the westshore communities frora 13 
to approxiraately 38 t r a i n s a day. 

As a westonore r e s i d e n t , I s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e t h a t the 
s a f e t y , h e a l t h and economic impact t h a t t h i s proposal 
would have on v i r t v a l l y a l l of us i n such a densely 
populated area could be d e v a s t a t i n g . 

In c l o s i n g , w h i l e r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l r o l e i n our 
country, comraon sense has to e x i s t when the s a f e t y and 
welfare of l i t e r a l l y thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s and f a r a i l i e s 
are at stake . 

I thank you f o r reading my l e t t e r and I hope t h a t an 
a l t e r n a t e s o l u t i o n w i l l be forthcoming i n the f u t u r e . 

Sincerelv 

Address: iJi 

RESIDENTIAL OFFICES THROUGHOUT NORTHERN OHIO 



September 2. 1997 

ENVIRu.....cj><TAL 
DOCUMENT 

Federal Surface Transportation Boai'd 
Section ot Environment .Analysu 
1925 K Street, NW 
W ashington. IX^ 20433 

.\TTENTK)\ . Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This ietter is a plea to you to prevent the addition ot anv rail treight tratlic on the 
Cleveland-\ ermilion Unc ot Norlblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan v\ ouid disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace ot beautilul neighborhoods, 
entlanger the health of thousands of people from coal dust exposure, noise pollution, the 
potential danger of to.xic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased propertv 
v alues and tax revenues would be devastating. 

()ur home is in l.ake\vood, Ohio vvhere we have 27 streets that are bisected by NS tracks. 
.\dditional trams and longer, faster trains are a danger lo our citizens and children. 
I akewood does not have school bu.sing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each da\ ()ur police, lire and emergency vehicles would be seriously impacted 
hy any increase tn treight rail traific through our citv. More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ot the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC - hazardoas cargo - with a slash through it, 
mearung ccium trucks should take routes through industrialized areas, rather than through 
residential ?ones Whv shouldn't the same apph to freight trains'̂  

Again, plea-se cĉ nsider the health and safety of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation ot unsate and unhealthv treight movement through our cities 
alona 1 ake Hrie. 

SmcereK. 



DOCUMENT 

I S. Surtace liansportation iioard . / 
.Attn: SI- .A - f inance Dockci 
1925 "K" Streei, NW 
Wa.shington. DC 2(M.̂ .̂  

I)c.ir .\Icmbcrs ol thc S I H: 

l his leller is a plea lo you to prev ent Ihe addiiion of any raii freight IrafTic on the 
C'levelandA emiilion line ot Norloik and Southern Railroad. 

riic NS-C'S.\' proposal would disrupt so manv lives, dislurb the peace ot beautilul 
iicighliorhoods. endanger thc health ol thousands ot people trom coal dust exposure, noise 
pollution. Ihe potenlial danger ol DMC chemicals, and Ihe economic consequences ot 
decreased properlv values and tax revenues wouid be devastating. 

()ur lii^ie is in I akewood. ()hio where we hav e 27 streets that are bisected bv NS tracks. 
.Vdditional Irains and longer, iaslcr Irains arc a danger to our citi/ens and children. 
1 akewood does not ha\c schcxjl busing and students attending 8 schools cross the iracks at 
least twice each da\ . 

()ur p(*lice. lire and emergenex vehicles would be .senoush impacted b\ anv increase in 
treight rail trallic Ihrough our citv, 

More oveipasses and undeqxisses would nol remove all ot lhe raii threats to our 
neighborhoods, ()n inlersiales through populated areas, signs bear the letters "IlC" -
ha/ardou> cargo - wilh a slash through it. meaning certain tmcks should lake rouies 
through industnali/ed areas, rather than thr(>ugh residential /ones, Whv shouldn't the same 
applv to treiglit trains'.' 

.Vgam. pkasc consider ihc heailh and .saleiv i t thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
;IIK1 prevent the escalation ot unsale and unhealthy Ireiglit movemeni through our cities 
aU>ng 1 ake 1 ne. 

SinceieK. 

'ii. 5 lit Vci 

\ ladclinc .\. I, am 
Mavor - 1 akcwood. ()hK> 



Septe-mber 2. 1997 

'̂̂ Ĵ̂ ONMEUTAL 
DOCUMENT 

t. 

Federal Surfac - Transportation Board 
Section ol Environment .Analysts v - y 
1925 K Streeu NW 
Washington. IX^ 20433 

.ATTENTION: Document Number FT)33388 

Gentlemen: 

This ietter is a pica to you to prevent the addition of any rail treight traflic on the 
ClevelandA ermilion line of Norloik and Southem Railroad. 

This plan w ould disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thou-sands of people from coal du.st exposure, noise pollution the 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased pioperty 
values and lax levenues would be devastating. 

i )ur hom» i*> in leewood. Ohiu where we have 27 streets that are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional Irains and longer, faster trains are a danger lo our citizens and children. 
I akew ood does not have schooi busing and students attending 8 schools cross thc tracks at 
ieast twice each day Our police, tire and emergency vehicles would be senoush impacted 
bv anv mcrease m freighl rail traftic ihrough our city . More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ot the rail threats to our neighborhoods. On interstates through 
pi>pulated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - hazardous cargo - with a slash through i t 
mearung certain micks should take routes through industrialized areas, rather than through 
residentia] /ones \\'hv shouldn't the same anplv to treight trains'̂  

Again, please consider the health and satety of thousands ot residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsafe and unhealthv freight movemeni through our cities 
along I.ake Erie. 

Sincereh. 



Seplember 2. 1997 

'̂̂ î'l̂ ONMEiiTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section ot Environment .Anahsis 
1925 K Street, NW 
W ashineton. IX" 20433 

ATTENTION: Documeni Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to vou to prevent the addition ol any rail freight trafiic on thc 
ClevelandA ermilion line ol Norlblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan w ould disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
end.inger the health of thousand-s of people from ccai vlust exposure, noise pollution, the 
potenual danger of toxic cherracals. and thc economic consequences of decreased property 
values and tax revenues w oiUd be devastating. 

()ur ytfifac IS in I.jkevvood. Ohio where we have 27 streets that are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, faster Uams are a danger to our citizens and children 
l.akewood does not have schooi bu.sing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each di'.̂  (>ur pohce. tire and emergency vehicles would be serioush impacted 
bv anv increase tn fraghi rail IratVic through our citv \lore overpasses and imderpasses 
would not remove all ot the rail threats to our neighborhoods On interstates through 
pi'pulated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - hazardous cargo - with a slash through i t 
meaning certain trucks should take routes thro!igh tndustrialized areas, rather than through 
residential /ones Whv shouldn't thc same apph to freighl trains'!" 

.Agam. piease coasider the he;jth and saletv of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent lhe escalation of unsafe and unhealthv freight movement through our cities 
along I ake Erie. 

Suiccreh. 



f̂''i;'?;o,\rwENTAL 
OOCUMENT September 2. 1997 

Federal Surtace 1 ransportation Board 
Section of Envuonment .Analysis 
1925 K Street. NW 
W ashington. DC 20433 

.AITENTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addirion ol anv rail freighl trattic on the 
Clev eland-\ ermilion line ol Norlblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan w ould disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the heaith ot thousands ot people from coal dust exposure, noise poUurion. the 
potentiai danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and tax revenues would be devastating. 

'. )ur home is w. lakewood, Ĉ hio where we have 2": streets that sre bi?ect»?'̂  b '̂ NS tracks, 
.\»lditional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akewood does nol have school bu-sing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each dav ()ur police, fire and emergency vehicles would be serioush impacted 
bv am increas.- m traght rail tratlic ihrough our city More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all ot the rail threats to our neighborhoods. ()n interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with a slash through i t 
meamng certam trucks should take routes through tndustrialized areas, rather than through 
residential /ones. VXTiv shouldn't the same apph to freight trains? 

Again, please consider the health and satety of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalaUon ot unsale and unhealthv freight movement through our cities 
alona I ake Erie. 

Sincereh. 
y 

C(- -<-i..yy 



Seplember 2. 1997 

ENViHai\!MeNTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Federal Surtace 1 ransportarion Board 
Secrion of Environment .Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington. DĈ  20433 

.ATTENTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

Phis letter is a plea lo you to prevent the addirion ot any rail freight trattic on the 
Clev eland-\ entulion line of Norlblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace of beautiful netghborhoods. 
endanger the health of thousands ot people from coal dust exposure, noise poUurion. the 
polenrial danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
V alues and tax revenues would i?e devastaring. 

Our home is m lakewood. omo where we have 27 streets tha. are bisccied bv NS uacks. 
.Addirionai tt-ains and longer, faster trains are a danger lo our citizens and children. 
I akewood does not have school busing and students attending 8 schcxils cross thc tracks at 
least twice each dav, (Hir pobce. tire and emergencv vehicles would be senoush impacled 
bv anv mcrease in traght rail U-aflic ihrough our city More overpasses and underpasses 
would not remove all of the rail threats to our neighlH)rhoods, ()n intersutes ihrough 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with a slash Ihrough i t 
meanmg certam truclcs should take routes through mdustrialized areas, rather lhan through 
residential /ones Whv shouldn't the same apph to treight frains"? 

Again, please consider the health and safetv of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalaUon ol unsate and unhealthv freight movement through our cities 
alona l ake Erie. 

Sincereh. 

i.Ai-



SeptembtT2. 1997 

ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section ot Environment .Analvs s 
1925 K Street, NW 
W'ashington. DC 20433 

.AT TENTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you lo prevent the addition of any rail treight tratlic on the 
Clev eland-V ermiliop line of Nortblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan w ould disrupt so many lives, dislurb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dast exposure noise pollution, the 
polenUal danger of to.xic chemicals, and Ihe economic consequences of decreased property 
\ alues and tax revenues vvould be devastating. 

Our home is in I.;ike\vood. Ohio where we have 27 streets that are bisected by NS Iracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, faster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akewood does nol have school busing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each dav. Our police, tire and emergency vehicles would be seriously mipacted 
bv- any increase in freighl rail U-allic ihrough our city. More overpasses and underpasses 
vvc>uld not remove all ot the rail threats lo our neighborhoods. On interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with a slash ihrough it, 
meaning certain trucks should Lake routes through industrialized areas, raiher than through 
residential zones. Why shouldn't the same apph to treight ti-ains? 

.Again, please consider the heahh anu .saieiv (jf ihuusand.s ol residents iii Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsate and unhealthv' freight movement through otu- cities 
along Eake Erie. 

Sincereh, 



Seplember 2. 1997 DOCUMENT 

Federal Surface Transportarion Board 
Section ot Environment .Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washingion, DC 20453 

ATH-NTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addirion of any rail freighl traffic on thc 
Cleveland A ermilion line of Nortblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan w ould d-srupt so manv lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dust exposure, noise poUurion, the 
potential danger of to.xic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
values and lax revenues would be devastating. 

Our home is tn Lakewood, Ohio whcTe we have 27 streets ihat are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, faster tiains are a danger lo our citizens and children, 
l̂ akewood does not have school busing and students attending 8 schools cross thc tracks at 
least twice each day. Oui police, fire and emergencv vehicles would be seriously impacted 
bv anv uicrease m freight rai! traftic through our city, More overpasses and underpasses 
would nol remove aU of the rail threats to our neighborhoods. On interstates through 
populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with a slash through it, 
meanmg certain trucks should take routes through industriahzed areas, rather than through 
residential zones Whv shouldn't the same apph to freight frains? 

Again, please consider the health and saf ety of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsafe and unhealthv freight movement through our cities 
along lake Erie. 

Smcerch, 

/ 
/ / i I 

/ i - y -y ^ 

/ / 

f c 



ENViRO.NMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

I .S. Surface i ransportation Board 
.Attn: SE.A -1 inance Dockei 33388 
1925 "K" Sireet. NW 
Washinuton. DC 20433 

Dear .Membeis ofthe SIB: 

lhis letter is a plea lo you lo prev enl the addirion ol any rail freighl Iratfic on lhe 
Clev eland-\ ennilion line ol Noriolk and Soulhem Railroad. 

l he NS-CS.\ proposal would disrupt so manv lives, dislurb the peace ol beautilul 
neighborhoods, endanger lhe heailh of Ihousands ol peopie trom coai dusl exposure, noisc 
lioUulion. the potenlial danger ol to.xic chemicals, and the economic consequences of 
decreased propertv values and tax revenues would be devastating. 

()ur home is in 1 akewood. ()hio where we hav e 27 streets that are bisected bv NS tracks. 
Additional ti ain?. and longer, laster ti ains are a danger to our citi/ens and children. 
1 akewood does not have school busing and students attending 8 schools cross the Iracks al 
least tw ice each dav. 

()ur police, lire and emergencv vehicles would be sent)uslv impacted bv anv inciease in 
Ireight rail trattic through our citv. 

More overpasses and underpasses would not remove all ofthe rail threats lo our 
neighboihtiods. ()n interstates through populated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" -
ha/ardous cargo - with a slash Ihrough it. meaning certain Irucks should take routes 
through industnali/ed areas, rather than through residential /ones. Whv shouldn't the same 
applv to treiglit trains'? 

Again, please consider the health and saletv of ihousands ot residents in Northern Ohio 
and prevent the escalation of unsale and unhealthy freighl movement through our cities 
aloni> 1 ake 1 rie 

SnKcieh, 

y 
/ 

v ' 5 j 5 £ ^ ^ ,y.̂  ̂  5 

J, T. DAVIS 
12550 LAKE AVE. #106 
LAK '̂"O0n OHIO 44107 
.Madeline .\ Cain 
NEivor - 1 akewiH)d. ()hio 



EN. VENIAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 2. 1997 

Federal Surtace I ransportation Board 
Secrion ol EnvTrt>nment .Analysis 
1925 K Sireel. NW 
W ashington. IX^ 20433 

.AITENTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a pica to you to prevent the addition ot any rail freight trattic on the 
Clev eland-\ ermilion line ot Nortblk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan would disrupi so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger the health ol thousands ot people from coal dust exposure, noise poUution. the 
polential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased propertv 
V alues and tax revenues would be devastating. 

Our home is m lakewood, Ohio where we have 27 streets that are bisected bv NS iracks. 
Additional trams and longer, faster trains are a danger lo our citizens and children. 

I akewood does not have sehool busing and students attending 8 schools cross the tiacks at 
least twice each dav ()ur p*ilice. tire and emergency vehicles would bc serioush impacled 
bv anv increase m treight rail traftic ihrough our citv. More overpasses and underpasses 
wouid not remove aU ot the rail threats lo our neighlxirhoods. ()n mterstates through 
pt)pulated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo - with a slash ihrough it 
meamng certa-n tmcks should take routes through tndustrialized areas, rather than ihrough 
residential zones. VXliv shouldn't the same apph to freight tiains'^* 

Ag;iin. please coasider •h'' •ic.ilth .inH s.if^tv of thousands of residents in Northern Ohio 
and prev ent ihe escalation of unsate and unhealthy treight movement through our cities 
along Eake I rie. 

Sm^erch. 

:7 
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U.S 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, D.C 

Bernadet te M. Janes 
1484 Winton Aver'lTZ.""^-
Lakewood, OhiaA^mV7^<<r>V: 
Sept. 21, 1 9 ^ ^ ^ p , ^ , 7 < s ^ 

Re: SEA-Finance Docket 33383 [-," •y •' t -
• * • • :̂.r,» L^' 

bOCUMENT 
Surface Transportation Board 

Surface Transportation Board 

Residents of Lakewood, Bay Village and Rocky River, Ohio 
are very concerned about a possible expansion of t r a i n t r a f f i c 
by .Norfolk Southern r a i l r o a d company. In my opinion, the 
proposed t h r e e f o l d increase i n t r a i n t r a f f i c through our West 
Shore communities could r e s u l t in g r e a t l y increased delays for 
emergency vehicles in cases of f i r e , urgent medical needs, and 
law enforce.-nent p r i o r i t i e s . A l l medical f a c i l i t i e s are located 
south of the t r a i n tracks, as are police and a l l but one of the 
c i t y ' s f i r e s t a t i o n s . Since there are no overpasses or under­
passes at most crossing points, residents north of the tracks 
must depend on the speed with which emergency vehicles can 
reach them. A t h r e e f o l d increase i n the number of t r a i n s passing 
through would have these vehicles waiting at the crossings for 
three times the number of t r a i n s crossings at t h i s time. Such 
delays could mean the d i f f e r e n c e between l i f e and death for 
heart attack p a t i e n t s , as well as victims of f i r e or of criminal 
assault. 

The e f f e c t on property values is another factor to be con­
sidered. Decreased access to speedy medical, f i r e and police 
assistance, as well as the i n e v i t a b l e increase in noise, danger 
to c h i l d r e n walking to and from school, and a i r p o l l u t i o n from 
hazardous substances transported through the area, could render 
neighborhoods north of the tracks less desirable, robbing res­
idents of the f u l l resale value of t h e i r homes. 

I w r i t e t h i s l e t t e r to urge the Surface Transportation Board 
to require that Norfolk Southern be allowed to use the e x i s t i n g 
switching s t a t i o n at Collinwood i n conjunction with Conrail, to 
avoid Norfolk Southern's need to increase i t s present number of 
trains.Such an increase i s patently u n f a i r and dangerous to the 
residents of these communities, and i t is c l e a r l y unnecessary 
in view of the possible a v a i l a b i l i t y of that switching s t a t i o n . 
I s t r o n g l y urge the Surface Transportation Board to take the above 
remarks seriously and take action on t h i s issue before any f i n a l 
c ontracts or agreements are issued. Please use your power in our 
behalf, to ensure that residents north of the tracks do not s u f f e r 
the delay i n services so important to t h e i r l i v e s and well-being. 

i^V). nrj/y.^,y?li 

copy to Rep. Kucinich 
Bernadette M. Janes 



E l a i n e L . S k o r i c h ^ ^ I L ' ^ ' " ; ' ^ ^ ' ' ' * ^ ' ^ ' A 1365 WairenRoad 

U Q C U ^ I E N T Lakev^ood, OH 44137 
(216) 221-,'̂ 4.̂ 6 • ' — — 

September 15, 1W7 , ^ ^ f f ^ i ' 

federal Surlace Transportation Board 
Seetion of f.nvironmenl .Analysis 
1̂ ):.> K Sirect NW 
W ashinglon D. C. 2042.i 

RV: FI) 33388 

To Whom It Mav Concem: 

I his lelter is to proiest increased rail traffic through the Wost Shore suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio. 
II is mv understanding that the number of Norfolk and Southem trains coming through this area 
will be increased from 14 lo .̂ 8. This is not an acceptable nuinber. 

1 am a third > ear lau student who lives onl> 10 houses away from the railroad tracks in 
l.akewood. Ohio, and vvho will be greatly atTeeied by this increased IratTic. When 1 rented mv 
house. I understood thai trains came ihrough our neighhĉ rhtH>d 14 times each dav , and 1 accepted 
ni> apartpient an\ uav. .An inerea.se in the number oftrains. houever, would not only greatly 
disturb mv sleep and studv lime but vvould also dislurb manv other indiv iduals liv ing in these 
suburbs. 

Bee ause ot tiie diverse populations vvho live in these suburbs, there are manv faciors lo consider 
Some people are students vvho need quiel in order lo sludv and gel what small amouni of 
uninterrupted sleep thai they can. Some people are elderly and need their rest. Some ofthe 
rcMdents have children uhose sleep is disturbed frequently b> the irains. Manv people travel the 
roads lhal are inlersecied bv the train iracks. .\n increase in irain traffic uould increase the risk 
ol"accidenis on or near lhe traeks. Pedestrians, motorists, children at play, even domeslic pets 
would be at a greater risk of being involved in an accideni ifthe railroad tratfic were to increase. 

Please lake into eonsideration mv proiest as well as the others that v ou receive and do not permit 
Ntnfolk and Southern to increa.sc its rai! traffic through the W est Shore suburbs of Cleveland. 

I hank \ou. 

Suicerelv. 
\ 

I ktine 1.. Skorich 

cc: I'.S Representative Dennis Kucinich 



Seplember 22. 1997 ENViHONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

I S Surfaee 1 ransportation Board 
SI AC' - f inance Dockei 3.i88 
192.'̂  K Sl. NW 
W ashinuton DC 20423 

To Whom It Mav Concern, 

1 am wnting vou in regards to thc possible increase ot train traffic through my 

neiuhborhood i>f Eakeuoinl Ohio. 

.As a business person. I am a strong believ er in free enterprise. 1 also trust in the 

judgment o! business leaders to be concerned about the communities in which ihey 

operate. 1 his ca.se is an exception. Not onlv do 1 believe that the railroad companies do 

nol hav e our communities best interest in mind. 1 believe il is the farthest thing from 

their mmd. 

1 he increase in train trattic through mv neiuhborhood uili not only decrease 

propertv values m the area. It also represents several dangers that would destroy 

1 akewood as a eommunilv Manv otTlic homes along the Iracks are no more that a tew 

feet trom the track. One derailment has the polential for destroying families and lives. 

Not to mention the cargoes lhal these Irains carrv form fuels to chemicals. 1 hese cargoes 

could make area ot lhe communilv unlivable. Nol lo mention that the quickest way out of 

the area for some people is ov er the rail tracks. 

l he increase in trat tic also represents a danger of increase in auto to train 

accidents. Manv ofthe rail crossings do not have gales. lAen vvith gales a few accidents 

might be CvUised bv people trv ing lo make it ihrough the gales or if traffic might be 

backed up onto the tracks preventing indiv iduals from getting otT the tracks in time. This 

is also a communilv w ith manv children. Manv children like to watch trains or play on 



the tracks. These ri,sk are not the fault of the railroad companies but are risk that not 

preventable by any actions of the railroads except to shut the lines down. 

The increase in tratfic could also cause delays in response times for emergency 

v ehicles. The community has alreadv gone through the e.xpense of building a fire station 

on the north side ofthe line to help with this situation at cost to the local community not 

the railroad companies. This may help with fires but not when il comes to getting an 

indiv idual to thc hospital on the other side ofthe iracks. When someone is having a heart 

attack or has had an accideni EMS canT afford lo go around the tracks or wait for a train 

to pass. The length ofcurrent trains could cause delays of several minutes when a person 

might not have lime to wait. 

1 he railroad companies are staying that it would be to co.stly to go around 

l.akewood. Thc possibililv of accidents and the needs ofthe community demand's that 

they fmd another vvay around our rommunity. 

The rail lines through our communitv are a detriment to the liv es and safety of our 

communitv. 1 urge you to order that the rail lines through Eakewood Ohio be close 

pennanenlly. 

Sincerelv. 

Mark C/arnecki 
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TO 
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FROM 
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D.ATE 

ENVlRONMEf̂ y^L 
DOCUMENT 

U S Surface Transportation Board 
\\ ashington. D C 

Rep Dennis Kucinich, US House of Representatives 
Honorable Madeline Cain, Mavor of Eakewood 
Councilman Brvan Hanncn,, City of Lakewood 

James E Pearce 
12705 .Arliss Dr 
l.akewood. OH 44107 
21(>226-62'̂ 0, 215-696-6250 

Proposed Sale ofConrail and Increased Train TratTic in Lakewood, Ohio 
and Greater Cleveland 

Seplember 21. 1997 

1-4 

Honorable Board Members 

This is to adv ise v ou that 1 stronglv oppose any increase in the v olume of train traffic 
through denselv populated Eakewood. Ohio Indeed, dunng the past few monlhs 1 have 
(Observed what 1 believe to be an increase in train traffic alreadv This is most dismaving 

Norfolk & Southern otficials state lhat 14 irains a day pass through Lakewood 1 believ e 
the number is higher, perhaps as high as 18 or more according to counts by several 
Lakewood citizens and reported on telev ision news 

Specitically, mv concerns are as follows 

1 Increased train iraffic poses a serious threat to public safety as it has the 
potential for inhibiting the mov ement of emergencv vehicles throughout the city 

2 Increased tram iraffic w ill likely cause a greater number of accidents at the many 
railroad crossings through the center of Lakewood 

3 There will be an increase in the danger posed bv the shipmenl ofhazardous 
materials through such a denselv populated area 

4 There will be an increase in the already high lev el of noise pollution 



Page 2 

5 Increased train traffic, particularly at the levels envisioned bv officials from 
Norfolk & Southern, may lower property values, causing homeowners to suffer economic 
loss 

6 Increased freight train traffic means that light rail commuter transit trains will 
not be able to mr through Lakewood. Rocky River. Bay V illage, and other suburbs as had 
been hoped recently These communities would be well-served bv such light rail transit 

Eor these reasons. I ask that you decline to permit the sale ofConrail to CSX and Norfolk 
& Southem Or, in the event such sale is approved, to require Nclrlk & Souihern to 
limit the number oftrains which pass through Lakewood in any 24 hour period to 14 
Further. 1 ask lhal vou require Norfolk & Southern to constmct additional overpasses to 
ensure that emergency vehicles will not be impeded by train traffic I also request that vou 
require Norfolk & Souihern lo adopt operating procedures which would require 
locomotive engineers to pass through Lakewood as quietly as possible This is very 
feasible All one need do is listen and observe several trains pass through the City It is 
obvious that some engineers are more respectHil aboul adding to noise pollution than 
others, and that it is entirely possible to bring a train through in a relatively subdued 
manner without compromising safetv 

Thank you for vour attention lo this matter 1 will be happv to answer vour questions 

) 



DOCUMENT y^^^^^i-
30612 Willotoay Li^ 
Bay Village,C(hi^544140 

Sept. 10, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board \',\ 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington 

FD33388 

Dear Gentlemen: 

The iinpact of the Norfolk & Southern Railroad's decision t o 
increase t r a f f i c t h r u Cleveland's westside and westshore suburbs 
could have devastating consequences f o r t h i s whole area, 

SAFETY - We have enough t r a i n / c a r accidents as i t i s without -
increasing the nuinber of t r a i n s . Primary, however, i s the fa c t 
t h a t should the r a i l r o a d crossings be t i e d up by t r a i n s or an 
accident, there i s only 1 other way out of Bay Vil l a g e t h a t does 
not involve a t r a i n track crossing t h a t i s a l i f e l i m i t when 
i t comes to g e t t i n g an ambulance t o St. John's, Cleveland C l i n i c , 
Lakewood Hospital, etc. Are you going t o be responsible f o r deaths 
caused by the i n a b i l i t y of ambulances t o cross a track due t o a 
tr a i n ? Don't l o c a l c i t i z e n s have a voice when i t comes to safety? 

ECONOMIC - Our home values w i l l immediately drop, and so w i l l 
the tax base t h a t supports our schools and community, and so w i l l 
the prospective buyers in t h i s market. WHO w i l l buy a house w i t h 
3 times the number of tr a i n s we already have??? The number t h a t the 
press relates i s that they w i l l go from 11 t r a i n s a day t o 33? IS 
THIS WHAT BIG BUSINESS CAN GET AWAY WITH??? Don't l o c a l c i t i z e n s 
have 5 voice when i t comes to our economic status? 

HEALTH - We now hear the whistles at every crossing at a l l 
hours with i l trains...what w i l l 33 be l i k e , and how w i l l anyone be 
able t o sleep t h r u the night with that? This i s noise p o l l u t i o n at 
i t s worst, along with the d i r t and dust t h a t t r a i n s emit. Don't 
l o c a l c i t i z e n s have a voice when i t comes t o a healthy environraent? 

WHY ISN^T OUR GOVENMENT STANDING BEHIND US ON THIS???? 

(2f^y^< 
Geraldine A. H e l f r i c h 



September in. 1997 

To Whom It Mav Concern DOCUMENT 
Wc arc wntmg in response to Ihc S and W plan to increase thc trams ihrough Bas Village by tv\o ( t a ­
per diu When wc firsl heard this, wc were appalled An increase of 2 or ^ trains a dav is acceptable.^ 
noi increasing the amouni bv two thirds Wc ha\c rcccntiv moved to Ba> Village and were aitractcd to 
thc communilv for a number of reasons, onc of which was its reputation as a peaceful quid commumtv 
Imagine our surprise when wc were awakened our first night there bv repeated train whistle blowings It 
IS like an alann clock going off rcpcalcdh during the night and awakens us cverv time Nov\ we know the 
reason for this - safetv - and have more or less adjusted ourselves to this even though we don t like thc 
alarming noisc Imagine how wc feel to hear that these incidents of train whistle wamings will be 
increased 

Also. 1 rcali/c there is the added danger lo thc environment ofthe pollutants from thc train engines as 
well as thc noise pollution I have mentioned. 

Another consideration is thc threat to our communities patients seeking cmergencv carc who live on ihc 
north side of Ihc railroad iracks Both hospitals uscd bv Bav Village (Lakewood and Columbia St Johns) 
arc on thc south side of the tracks and could pose a life threatening situation for a person in an cmergencv 
situation who had to wan for thc road over the tracks to clear due to a train passing 

In summation, for thc above reasons, wc are tolallv againsl increasing thc amouni of trams through Bav 
Village 

Sincerelv. 

Michael and Marjonc Mcluch 

v ^ ^ " > v > 



ENVsRONri/lENTAL 
D O C U M E N T September 20, 1997 

Surface Transportation Board \ 
1925 K Sireel. N VV s 
Washington.DC 20423 .. 

RE F.D. 33388 - Norfolk Southern/CSX Proposal to .Acquire Conrail 

To Members ofthe Surface Transporiation Board 

1 am writing to express my opposition to the recently unveiled proposal by Norfolk 
Souihtrn (NS) and CSX Railroads lo acquire Conrail 1 am requesting the Board tc denv 
the proposal since, per NS. one oflhe results will be an increase in the number of irains 
running through the western suburbs of Cleveland from 14 lo 38 per day Our 'ocal 
representatives have addressed for the Board the numerous safely and olher issues which 
will result from the Boards approval oflhe proposal Therefore, please consider mv 
personal objections, which are numerous since our home is one ofthe manv which directiv 
abuts the railroad iracks. the iracks are literally in our backyard 

VVe li\ e in the City of Rocky Riv er. w hich is one of the most desirable cotnmunities on the 
we.st side of Clev eland The Citv has many fine points, mcluding its atmosphere. schooLs. 
and proximity lo Lake Erie and downtown Cleveland .A.s a result, many homeowners elect 
to add onto their homes in lieu of leaving the communiiy lo obiain a bigger house I vather 
than move from the Citv. we purchased a new house in Rocky Rivc. put on a S60.000-
$65.1)00 addiiion, and moved in to the house in June. 1996 

.M the lime we decided to move, thc trains were more ofa nuisance lhan anylhing else 
Eor the nine years we have lived in Rocky River, we have heard rumors that N'S was going 
to eventuallv abandon the tracks running through our communitv Some vears ago when 
the tracks were taken from two down to one. we believed NS might be seriously 
considering the abandonment fhere were also rumors thai those homeowners whose 
propertv abutted the tracks might be able to purchase the railroad properly if the tracks 
were abandoned Eor these various reasons, although il was nol our first choice lo live on 
the tracks, wt decided lo slay in Rocky River and invest further in our community by 
making a home addition 

Over this past summer, the trains have become more than a nuisance Of̂ en. as manv as 
three to four trains come through in an hour or even less Tkis is particularlv annoving 
when thev are coming through in the early morning hours The engineers frequenllv blow 
their whisiles much longer than necessary , often almosi the entire way between crossings. 
W hile I understand federal lau requires the whistles to be blown, many of the engineers 
carrv it to extremes ll is often next lo impossible le sleep vviih the trains coming through 
as thev do 



This past Friday morning. Seplember 19. three irains came through beiween 4 15 a m and 
4 45 a m Of those tiiree irains. only the first carried a significant number of cars The last 
two could nol have had more than 5 cars atiached lo the engines Nevertheless, the 
engineers blasted their whistles, perhaps more obnoxiously lhan ever I personally believe 
these aciions lo be in direct response lo the opposilion NS has encountered lo its 
proposal This noise occurs with only 14 trains coming through in a day, il will become 
unbearable if that rumber is increased lo 38 or more VVhile sleep deprivation may seem a 
minor issue in comparison wilh the other issues, il is a very real problem Despile what 
NS officials might hive you believe, the residenls in the area completely agree lhat the 
irains have become worse over the years and, most panicularly, this summer 

Aside from the noise. I w ish you to consider the following points 

1) 1 am concerned that trains are permitted to carry hazardous chemicals 
through the backyards of people in highly populated areas, while trucks 
are prohibiled from carrying such chemicals over highways vvhich run 
ihrough populated areas 1 have read lhat if a train carrying hazardous 
chemicals derails in Rocky River, the entire City vvill have to be 
evacuate'̂  It seems that the families who live on the tracks would not 
have much of a chance in a derailment situation Further, the railroads 
apparentiv do not accept responsibility for derailmenls, since 1 understand 
that a suburb east of Cleveland is still fighting with Conrail over a 
derailmeni that occurred ov er one year ago. 

2) In Rocky Riv er, there are schools located on both sides of the iracks 
This means that every dav numerous children must cross the railroad 
iracks to get to and from school Personally, we have three young 
children, ages 15 months though 6 years, who we have repeatedly 
warned lo stay away from the tracks Ifthe number oftrains increases, 
the nsk of injury or death lo children who must cross the tracks or who 
are curious about them, and to motorists vvho are lired of vvaiting for 
irains also dramatically increases 

3) Propeny values in this area, especially for those homes on the iracks, will 
most likely dramatically decrease as the number oftrains increases Even 
in the current markel. and vvith only 14 irains a day. buyers hesiiate to 
buy a house on the tracks The sales prices of houses which abut the 
tracks are almosi always, wilhoul excepiion. less lhan similar properties 
which do not abut the tracks There is no question in my mind that, even 
if w e could sell our house, w e would lake a great loss in doing so When 
we put the addition onto our house, we did it wilh the intention of 
Slaving here for some lime Now. however, ifthe acquisition of Conrail 
is approved, we may be forced to try to sell since vve cannot live with 38 
trains a day going through our backyard L ndoubledly. the sale will be at 
a great personal loss, bolh financially and emotionally. 



4) The back ofour house and garage, as well as everything in the backyard, 
is constantly covered w ith dust and dirt, obviously thrown off the tracks 
by the irains There are also increased health concerns because of the 
coal and hazardous chemicals being carried by the cars Again, as the 
number oftrains increases, so do the dirt, dust and health issues 

There are options available lo the NS CSX proposal, one ofwhich would have the trains 
re-routed to where the tiacks run through industrial, nol residential, areas Our various 
leaders are considering optioiis and trying to figure out ways to address what area 
residents and fne. police and hospital ofTicials believe to be a major problem NS should 
be willing to consider other alternatives lo accomplish its objectives, as well as to address 
w hat those of us in the western suburbs believe are v ery legitimate concerns What is 
perhaps the most distressing about this whole matter is NS's attitude From the quotes of 
NS representatives, particularly Patrick McCune, it is clear lhat NS really cares very little 
about people and hovv its proposal will affect the citizens NS has come across as caring 
for nothing more than increasing its business profits It also appears that NS basically 
views this matter as a done deal It seems incredibly unfair that a businesses profits can be 
allow ed to intertere with qualily of life of so many people 

Ifthe Board approves the acquisiiion proposal, it should do so only if NS can come up 
with an alternative Requiring NS to re-route the trains and/or otherwise come up with 
solutions to the public's legitimate concerns is nothing more than a cost of doing business 
for NS Please do not allow the public's qualily of life, and perhaps life itself, become a 
cosl to us of NS doing business 

Vervytruly yours, 

[/'Cl<- ni. (!^,^ 
V icki M Cleary u 
20779 Stratford Avenue 
Rocky River OH 44116 
(440)333-3645 



ENVjRONiVtENTAL 
DOCUMI 

FROM THE DESK OF KAREN & LOU FORTE 

1355 Manor Park Ave 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

September 22, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environment Analysis 
1925 KSt NW 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

Reference Document Number: FD33388 

Dear Boardmombors: 

We urge you not to allow any additional rail freight traffic on the Cleveland-
V/ermilion line of Norfolk Southern Our communities cannot withstand the 
increased safety hazards, noise and pollution. Lake Erie is our northern border 
and the train tracks bisect our city Many residents will experience long delays 
for emergency services due to the slow moving freight trains. Lakewood is a 
very densely populated area with many residences and businesses in very close 
proximity to the tracks The increase in traffic congestion and safety hazards to 
our children crossing the tracks to get to schools and playgrounds will surely 
cause a decline in our standard of living. Overpasses and underpasses are not 
a viable solution in our area. 

Please help us to maintain our standard of living and property values by 
stopping NFS's plan to re-route. 

Sincerely, 

Karen and Lou Forte 



EiolRONI^iENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

199" 
MAIl 

STB • L'.S. Surtace fransportation Board 
Attn: SEA - Einance Docket 33388 
1925 "K" Street. NW 
W ashington. DC 20433 

Dear Members ofthe STB: 

This letter is a plea lo you to prevent the addition of any rail treight traftic on the 
Clev eland-\ ermilion line of NortbLk and Southem Railroad. 

The NS-CSX proposal would disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiful 
neighborhoods, endanger the health of ihousands ot people trom coal dast exposure, noisc 
pollution, the potential danger ol to.xic chemicals, and the economic consequences of 
decrexsed property values and tax revenues vvould be devastating. 

(^ur home is m Eakewood, Ohio where we have 27 streets that are bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, taster trains are a danger to our citizens and children, 
l .akewood does nol hav e school busmg and smdents attending 8 schools cro.ss the tracks at 
least twice each dav 

(^ur police, tire and emergencv vehicles would be seriously impacted by any mcrease in 
freight rail tratfic thĵ ough our city. 

.More overpasses and underpasses wnuld not remt)ve all ot the rail threats lo our 
neighborhoods. On mteî tates through pt)pulated areas, signs bear the letters "HC" -
hazardous eargo - with a slash through it. meaning certam trucks should take routes 
through -ndustnalized areas, rather than through residential zones. VV̂ v shouldn't the same 
apply to ficight trains" 

.\gain. please consider the health and safety of thousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prev enl the escalation of unsafe and unheallhv treight mov ement through our cities 
along I ake Ene. 

Sincerelv. : ; e le r C. ' . i c h o l t 
12550 Lake A v e . , - i u i t e 1504 
Lakewwod, Chio 4410? 

cc: Madeline .\. Cain 
.Mavor - Lakewood. Ohio 



f t 

^^woii/itNT 

ILS. Surtace fransportaticm Board 
.\mi: Sl .V - l inance Dockei 3.̂ 388 
1925 "K" Street. NW 
W ashingion, IX 2043.̂  

IX'ar Members ofthe SIB: 

\ -A 
\ 

lhis letter is a plea to vou to prevent the addition ofany rail Ireight trallic on thc 
Cleveland-\ ermilion line ol Noifolk and Souihern Railroad. 

l he NS-CS\ proposal would disiupt so miny lives, disturb the peace ol beautilul 
neighb«)rho(His, endanger the health ol thousands ol peopic trom coal dust exposure, noisc 
ix^llution, the potential danger ot loxic chenicals, and thc economic con.sequenccs ol 
decreased property values and lax revenues would be devastating. 

()ut home is in l .akewood, ()hio where we have 27 streets that are bisected bv NS tracks. 
.Additional trains and longer, taslei trains arc a .langer to our ciiizens and children. 
I akewt)od does not have :̂ chool basing and students attending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least twice each day. 

()ur police, tire and emergencv vehicles would be seriouslv impacted bv anv increase in 
Iremhl rail Irallic Ihrough our cilv. 

More oveipasses and underpasses would not remove all oflhe rail Ihreals lo our 
neighborhoods. ()n inlersiales Ihrough populated areas, .signs bear thc letters "HC" -
hazardous eargo - wilh a slash Ihrough it. meaning certain trucks should take routes 
through industrialized areas, rather than through residential zones. Why shouldn't the same 
applv to treight trains'.' 

Again, please consider the heailh and sateiv ot ihousands ol residenls in Northern Ohio 
anti prev ent the esealalion ot unsale and unhealthy Ireight moveinenl through our cities 
aK)nu I ake 1 ne. 

Sincerelv. I 

i . i c h c l f 
1235^ La'tfc A v e . , S u i t e 1504 
Lakewood, Ohio 4410? 

cc: Madeline V Cain 
Mavor -1 akewood, ()hio 
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MARYLAND Cffice of Planning 

Parris N. Glendening 

CENTRAL ADMIN 
REC'D: ^ ' r t ? 
DOCUMENT #J£ 

V. 

M s . Blaine K. Kaiser 
Chief, Environmental Analysis 
Case Control Unit, STB Finanee Docket 33388 
Surface Transponatio.n Board 
1925 K Sireet, N.W. 
Washington, DC 2t)423-0001 

ENVIRONsvifciMT 
DOCUMENT 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW PROCESS 

Reply Due Date: 
State Application Identifier: 
Project Description: 

State Clearinghouse Contact: 

October 16,1997 
MD970916-0908 
Scoping for Draft Environmental Impact Statement CSX Corp. and Norfolk 
Southern Railway Corp's Proposeci Acquisiiion and Control of Conrail (see 
MD970K)8-0012) 
Bob Rosenbush 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

This letter acknowledges receipt of the referenced project. We have initiated the Maryland Intergovernmental Review and 
Coordination Process (MIRC) as of the date of this lelter. You can exrect to receive review comments and 
recommendations on or before the reply date indicated. Please place the Slate Application Identifier Number on all 
documents and correspondence regarding this proiect. 

This project has been sent to the following agencies or jurisdictions for comment: The Maryland Departments of Budget-
Management-Capital. Business and Economic Development, Environment. Housing and Community Development including 
the Marviand Historical Trust. Natural Resources. Transportation. Tri-County Council for Western-Maryland; and the 
Marviand Office of Planning. 

Your participation in the MIRC process helps to ensure that this project will be consistent with the plans, programs, and 
objectives of Stale agencies and local governments. Issues resolved through this process enhance the opponunities for 
projecl funding and lainimize delays during project implementation. 

I f you need assistance or have questions concerning this review, please contact the staff person noted above. Thank you 
fo r your eooperaiion. 

Sincerely, 

Linda C. Janey, J.D. 
Manager, Clearinghouse & Plan Review Unit 

LCJ:BR:lr 

301 WP« Pre%toti Street • Baltimore. Maryland 21201-2365 
State Clearinghouse {410) 767 -4490 Fax: 767-4480 
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Date: 

SEA's Environmental Hotline 

"S^S::T,T ENVIRONMENTAL 
D O C U M E N T 

Time: .iUSX-j^k Initials 

CALLER INFORMATION: 

_ Telephone Number: j J ^ i ^ l l A ? ^ Name: iHaU/K^ KeY^5 

Title: _ _ E W ( ^ i M h f i d y L i 0 Q f ' V K (T^JorcfJiWcW 

Agency: 

Streei Address: . D „ ^ i ^ / > i e ^ ' t ^ 

(̂ îty. State: # ZiP Code: _ Q , O O 0 J l _ 

REASON FOR C A L L : 

n Requested Fact Sheet ^ i r^^i A i « 
Requested a call back ' P/OCtcJOral ^̂ ^̂ K̂ f̂lole. 

4: Requesied an Environmental Report roKunCA^ pfOCCSS 
• Inquired about commeni deadline • ^JJ ^ r 
• Registered a comment 

FOLLOVV-L PACTION TAKEN: » ^ ^ ^ ' > ' i ^ ' ' ^ ^ 

Zy'Ketumed call 
ef Sent fact sheet / yi ̂  - / y 
• Sent environmental repori - J . - ^ /T/^/^ A/^'^^^^'/^/tX' y^^/^^ 

laken x̂ T̂ ^ • Other action taken 

NOTES: 

.\ugusi 1.1997 
E :\ComnionFiles\Fonns\Hotlme\wpd 
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/̂ *ncy c. ForcUhg. 
48/ Bassett Road 
Village. OAio 44/40 5̂ 

DOCUM 

/Vi^-^/^J^. C.iyX/yC'S ^^yi jJ(yV i^^i^u^c>d-^^L^ 

^U^'(L. £)^yd<y^^'^&<^ ^. 

/ 

y?n̂ ŷ .̂ rt>ci) /'77]̂ '-iyJy~yUî i £ai:/^ 

(JĴ f<-y-̂ ^ (-Xoi^i (3̂ ^̂ a<isj -^y^^^v^^^J^. 

• <^"Z-€A^ ^ 



-M-MI. dmcJ-e^ici^ . /^J^ Z^UL. ^i^^^ti^i 

^ / T^^ v6^/^>^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
yi^^^%id^'£^^ ^Tt^^e/^Z^t^ihe^;^^ y^^ 

7 Jt^/l£.^Aj£^ / 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

September 15, 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
S ection of invirormental Analysis 
1925 K Street 'VTA 
Washint̂ ton, DC 20U23 

RE: Fl) 33388 

To Whom I t May Concern: 

I am opposed tc the .Norfolk & Southern Railroad proposil 
which increases r a i l traf.fic through the westshore comunities : l i t 
of Cleveland, Ohic 

The safety, health ann econor.ic impact this would have on a l l of us 
covild be devastating. 

While railroads play a vit a l role in our country, comr.on sense has 
to exist when the safety and welfare of l i t e r l y thousands of 
individ'sals are at stake. 

I'-m hop:,:?, there are alternate routes to be considered. 

Sincerely, 
/ y 
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SEA's Environmental Hotline 
Retrieval Form • 
(888) 869-1997 gf^VIRONMENTAL 

DOCUMENT 
Date: lliL Time: 1 • 0*7 Initials: Bf 

CALL»=:R LNFORMATION: 

IName: 

Title: 

Telephone Number: (717) 2 - 3 ' - f - 2 4 l . ^ 

Agency: 

Street Address: 

City: [V<iVni'to>̂ t:? State 

REASON FOR CALL: 

• Requested Fact Sheet 
^Kl^ Requested a cail back 

o Requested an Environmental Report 
• Inquired aboul comment deadline 
^ Registered a commeni 

FOLLOW-LP ACTION TAKEN: 

^Retumed call ^ / ^ ^ j V 
• Sent fact sheet 
• Sent environmental repori 
n Other action taken 

Vol 
>"'OTES: fiu^iU «M 

: Zip Code: 

6)o 

^ . • . ^ y . y i l ^ t } ^ y i f i •{, ^„s^<rf^Aii 

August 1. 1997 E: vCoiTunonF1 les J-orms HotlineVwpd 
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ENViRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

.September 2. 1997 

F ederal Surlace Transportation Board 
Section ol linvironment .\nalvsis 
1925 K Street. N W 
Washington, IX' 204.̂ 3 

A IT KN ITOX: Document N'umber F1).̂ .V 8̂8 

Cjentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to vou to prevent thc addition ol anv rail Ireight trallic on thc 
CIeveland-\ ermilin line ol Noriolk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan vvould disrupt so manv lives, disturb the peace ol beautilul neighborhoods, 
endanger the heahh f)l thfiusands ot people from coal dust exposure, noise pollution, the 
potential danger ol to.xic chetnicals. And the economic consequences ot decreased propertv 
values and lax revenues would be devastating. 

C )ur home is in Lakewood. ()hio where we have 28 streets that are bisected bv NS tracks. 
.Vdditional Irains and longer, laster trains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
I akewood does nol have school busing and students attending 8 schools cross :he tracks at 
least twice each dav. ()ur polite, lire and emergencv vehicles would b<; seriously impacted 
hy anv increase m Treight rail trallic through our citv. More overpasses and underpasses 
would not rem4)ve all oT the rail threats lo our neighborhofids. ()n interstates through 
populated area.s. signs bear the letters "IK " - hazardous cargo - with a slash through it. 
meaning certain trucks should take routes through industrialized areas, rather than through 
residential zones. Why shouldn i the same applv to Treight trains? 

.\gain. please consider the health and saletv oT thousands oT residents in Northem ()hio 
and prevent tne escalalKm ol unsale and unhealthv Ireight movement thiough our cities 
along Lake Lrie. 

SinccrcK. 

,y vJ •-' 

\ C 1 

/ ' '-/ 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

August 20. 1997 

MAN. 
Federal Surface Transpoilation Board MANAGEMB̂ T 

Selection of Environment Analysis STB 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington DC 20423 

RE Document Number FD33388 

1 atn writing to voice my serious concems about tfie possibility of a significant increase 
in the tram traffic that could be allowed to travel by my home I live at 1308 Ramona 
Avenue in Lakewood. Ohio. Our home is four houses away from the tracks. 

My husband and 1 carefully considered the amount of train traffic when making the 
decision to purchase this property. Since moving into the house in April. 1996, we have 
learned that even the current level of traffic can cause serious consequences. Shortly 
after moving in. a young man was killed on the tracks at Marlow Avenue; this is the 
cross street we must use to cross the tracks. Our son and several of his friends were 
outside playing when this occuned. The gruesome facts ofthis terrible accident are 
something we have had a difficult time putting out of our minds. I fear that the increase 
in train traffic will increase the likelihood of this type of accident. 

Just across the tracks is Lakewood Hospital We have first hand knowledge o) 
frequency with which emergency vehicles are called to respond to medical 
emergencies. In addition, police and fire trucks must often respond to emergencies that 
require they cross the tracks. 1 do not want my family and home to be in jeopardy 
because of the increased train traffic. 

Sincerely, 

Nan Mclntyre 
1308 Ramona Avenue 
Lakewood. Ohio 44107 

cc. Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
Senator Mike DeWine 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT ^crniih 

September 2. mi 11(08 Ramona Ave MUXIVH 
Lakewood. Ohio 44107'^ • W 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 

Section of Environment Anaivsis 4-.. 

Washington. D C 2042.̂  ST8 

To Whom it May Concern 
I am venting to protest thc expansion in tram traffic which Norfolk and Southem is proposing on the line 
through thc western suburbs of Cle- eland. Ohio (document number FD33388) 

In 19%. mv family and I bought a house on Ramona Ave in Lakewood. Ohio We chose this house 
mainly bccau.sc ofthe neighborhood Despite the fact that ou' hoasc is onlv located about four houses 
from thc railroad track, thc street is quiet and pleasant to live on The trains that do pass bv arc a 
nuisance, but an infrequent nuisance To date, wc hav c been v erv happy with our decision 

Thc plan to expand traffic on this line threatens our happiness By my calculation, thc tnpling of train 
traffic on this line means that onc slow-mov ing freight train will come rambling ihrough thc 
neighborhood even thirn -eight mmuics In effect, these trains will come nding through mv house For a 
penod of three or four minutes before each tram passes through. 1 will listen lo thc engineer honk thc 
hom at each ofthe twcnp or so rail crossings between mv street and Rocky River, or mv street and 
Clev eland Then. I will hear thc train come rumbling past the crossing at Marlowe Avenue Then. I will 
hear It fade mto thc distance This process will bc repeated thirty or forty times per day. disrapting the 
peace ofmy ncightorhood ani ihc ability of my family to travel from our home on Ramona to thc 
downtown pan of Lakewood 

Bv decreasing thc peace and quici of thc neighborhood, the expanded v olume of traffic will also decrease 
the value ofmy house I do not know how much thc value will decline Howcvcr. it seems possible to mc 
that thc value of mv house might drop bv as much as twenty or thirty percent Is Norfolk and Southem 
willing to compensate mc for this loss in value'' If so. 1 would like my pav ment m adv ance 

Thc tnphng of tram traffic w ill also hav e other effects on the city of Lakew ood It will make it difficuh 
for citi/cns to trav cl from onc place to another It w ill make it difficult for emergency vehicles to travel to 
a hospital or to thc scene of an accident or a fire Perhaps most imponant. it will threaten thc safcty ofthe 
community Thc cip of Lakewood is v en densely populated, perhaps thc most densely populated 
communitv benveen Chicago .ind Ncw York Auto traffic mov es north and south across these tracks. 
Children cross them on their wav to school and sometimes walk along them to get fixim onc place to 
another (something thcv should not do--but children do many things that they ought not) As thc vtAime 
of train traffic increases through such an area, thc probability of a serious accident must also increase 
Alreadv wc hav e had onc death on this line in thc fust year wc have lived here 

Certainly Norfolk and Somhem has a nght to earn a return on its investment in the Conrail system 
Howev er, it also seems to mc that thc peopic of Lakewood have a nght to a certain quality of life The 
expansion of rail traffic on this line threatens that quality of lifc. imposing a cost on this city which 
exceeds thc benefit that would accrue to thc railroad Clearlv this is not thc onh railroad line over vvhich 
thc company could route these trains 

1 urge you to reject thc proposal to expand traffic on this line. 

Sincerelv, 

Rob Stuart 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

Mark & Beth Kapes 
:«-)(>09 Osborn Road 
Bav \ illaue. Ohio 44140 

September 2. 1W7 

Federal Surlace Transponation Board 
Section of Fnvironmental .Analysis 
U'2.> K Street WV 
W^shinuion DC 2042:^ 

.tTT\: 11) .1.1.1 fl,: 

To Whom It Mav Concern 

1 am writint; to express deep concem over the proposed tripling ofrai l road runs by Norfolk & 
Souihern tliroiiuh Bav \ illaue Ohio and ihe surroundine areas ot"( leveland 

As a voung homeowner and resident of Bav \ illavie vvho is raisinu a lamilv :n the communitv. the plans made 
bv Nort'olk «!<; Souihern are causinu us to look to the future with fear 

Do vve want to needlesslv be exposed to tons of chemicals floating through our air'' 

Do ue want to live vvith an inevitable dread that we or someone vve know could be injured or killed by one 
ofthe manv passing trains' 

As a women expecting mv second child, do 1 want to look forward to an untimelv iabor that is held-up bv 
irains thai will not allow me to Iravel to the hospital"' 

U 'ha husband who spends his davs and nights on-call to save lives at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, 
does he tell the recipient ot a much-needed lung or heart that he 'Just couldn t make it because a train vvould 
not allow him to get the Ireewav in time" ' 

As manv ot our si.rrounding neighb<irs in iheir communities will tell vou, this proposal just does not make 
sense 1 have hig ilight ed onlv a tew of the reasons that a firm opposition should stop a preposterous 
increase of \^ :o 38 trains running through our area dailv 

But the main reason is that we love and respect our city, and most ofall we respect human lives — we hope 
that Nortolk & Southern does, too 

Sincerelv. 

Beth \ Kapes y 
7^ 

Bav \ illaee Resident 

cc Coniircssman Dennis Kucinich 



August 29. 1997 
ENVIROi\i(v!Ef>iTAL 

DOCUMENT 
.yy, 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section ofEnvironmental Anaivsis 
l'>2.'^KSr.N\V 
Waslungton. DC 2042.̂  

To Whom It Mav Concern; 

1 liv c in thc community of Bay Village. Ohio W e were recently notified lhal there was a possibility thai 
Norfolk Soulhem Hailroad would be increasing the amount oftrains along tl c border of Bav Village from 

t a dav to W This increase in train iraffic poses an extremely large safetv concem To get to any 
h« <pital from our house vou need to cross the tracks Thc nearest overpass is all lhe way on llie other side 
of I 'wn It is at !c?st a 15-minutc dnve out of lhe wav' 

Unfortunately, wc have had lo travel to the emergency room several limes Two times in particular it was 
imperative lhal wc got to the hospilal as quickly as possible When my daughter was 6 weeks old she 
aspirated some medicine and went in to rcspiratoiy arrest (Apnl 1VX8) The ambulances/paramedics from 
Bay Village were alreadv scrv ing v anes emergencies al the time so the emergencv squad came from 
V\ estlake. the neigliboring communitv Thc ambulance needed lo get to our home be crossing lhe tracks 
and then get lo llic hospital crossing them once again Mv daughter s life was at risk Immediate care 
from thc cniTgencv team helped sav e her life and reduce possible affects from lack of oxygen Thc 
situation v ould have been far more scnous had a train delayed the help needed 

Thc olhcr incident involved mv son When he was ? years old (199o) hc fell onto thc driveway from 6 feel 
up. hitting his head extremelv hard His head bruised very quicklv and blood came from his nose and 
mouth \V c quicklv put him m lhe car and called thc doctor from llic car plione The doctor instructed us to 
get to the nearest hospital as fasl as wc could Onee again, wc needed to cross the railroad iracks 

1 am happv to report tkil both mv children arc healthv and doing well 
trcauiient h id been delaved because of train traffie. 

This mav not have been the case if 

Sincerelv. 

Peggy M Jovce 
.̂ 7S VV almarDr 
Bav \illage OH 44141) 
440-871-794? 



• - • • ' 1380 G l a d y s A v e . 

C N V I R O N M E I ^ J ^ I Lakewood, Ohio 44107 
D O C U M E N T August 29, 1997 

Dear Ms. M o l i t o r i s : 

Attached i s the t e x t of a l e t t e r mailed to Congressman 

Dennis Kuchinich on t h i s date. fhis i s i r regards to matter 

FD 33388. 

Sincerely 
y' 
yi 

Charles W. Evans 

(CBR. 215 221-2296) 

STB 



Below i s the text of l e t t e . : to Congressman Dennis Kucinich 

in regards to matter FD 33388. 

One can't help but f e e l Norfolk Southern Corporation's 

lateast plan to increase r a i l t r a f f i c through t h i s area i s 

another n a i l i n Lakewood's c o f f i n . 

This scheme w i l l be j u s t another burden to drive t h i n k i n g 

people, who have the means, out of an overtaxed, over 

regulated, over crowded, under represented community. 

The r a i l r o a d i n guestion w i l l undoubtedly attempt the 

closure of many of our st r e e t s which are crossed by Norfolk 

Southern's tracks. The r a i l r o a d ' s f a u l t y r a t i o n a l i s that 

t h i s w i l l prevent accidents and save l i v e s . In r e a l i t y t h i s 

is j u s t the r a i l r o a d ' s s e l f - s e r v i n g propaganda. The R.R. 

knows more crossing gates w i l l be needed with the proposed 

additional r a i l t r a f f i c . They, the R.R. brass don't want to 

pay a penny for a d d i t i o n a l crossing gates. That being the 

case the ma j o r i t y of the costs for the safety devices w i l l be 

passed on to the taxpayers as records w i l l show i t has been 

in the past. 

I t i s hoped that we of Lakewood w i l l be well represented, 

by our l o c a l pubic o f f i c i a l s , i n the matter of expanded r a i l 

t r a f f i c through my town. 



•RB FD 33388 9-8-97 GOV 



ENVIRONMENTAL 
DOCUMENT 

TENNESSEE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION 

2941 LEBANON ROAD 
NASHVILLE, TN 37243 0442 

(615) 532-1550 

M.S. I laine K. kaiscr 
Surtaee I ransportation Board 
\'>25 k. Sireel. \ \\ 
\ \ a>hini:lon. DC :'l42.'-00() I 

R l . SIH. 1'R()P()SI;D CONR.All .ACQI ISITION. IMNCORPOR.ATHD. MULTI COUNTY 

Dear Ms. Kaiser: 

I*iirsuaiii lo vour recjuest. this otTiee has rev iewed documentation relative lo the ahovc-rctcrcnccd 
iindcitakiiiy. Considering available informalion. wc tuid lhal the proiect as cunentlv proposed 
vvill nol attect anv cultural resources eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

I hccfoic. this ofllcc has no objection to thc implementation of this piojcct. Should projccl 
plans change, please contact this ottlcc to determine what addilional steps, if anv. compliance 
with Section requires. \ou mav direct questions and comments to .loc (iarrison (615)532-
1 Ŝ*-). 1 his ottlcc appreciates vour cooperation. 

SinccrcK. 

f y6^%/(i-c^ 
I Icrhcn I . I larpcr ^ 
I \ccutive Director and 
1 )cpuiv Slate 1 listori: 

Prcscrv atii>n Officer 

111 11 jvn 


