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542 Oakmoor Road 
Bay Village, Ohio 44140 

September 4, 1997 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich ^ 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

I am writing to protest the proposal of N&S and CSX to route 38 trains per day over the 
tracks that run throu^ the westem suburbs. Naturally, I am most interested in the problems it 
causes Bay Village since I live about one and a half blocks from the tracks. Before any of this 
latest information cane to li^t, I had already been noticing what I consider an increase in train 
traffic along these trjcks. We've lived in our current home for 26 years so should have a good 
idea of what is going by. If there hasn't been an increase, then I'd have to attribute my notice of 
the trains to their hom blowing techniques. They've Ixen particularly annoying in the past year 
or so with prolonged blasts or frequent toots. They seem to start far down the track and keep it 
up till the crossing. Seme engineers seem to delight in leaning on the hom in the wee hours of 
the rooming or on peaceful weekend nights. A few toots of waming don't have to be as intrusive 
as the trains have become lately. 

An RTA Park and Ride facility was recently opened on the Westlake side ofthe tracks 
on Columbia Road. It has been very hanc. for me as I live just a couple blocks away. However, 
if the train trafBc gets any heavier, there will be more times that I miss the bus because of trains 
crossing Columbia road during "rush hour". There have been a couple mornings when the trains 
have come to a complete standstill. I can't figure out what they would be stopping for between 
Bay and Rocky River. 

It would be interesting to know how many trains went by during the "heî t" of train 
travel in the 30's, 40's and 50's. I wonder how much traffic was "acceptable" in those days. I 
can't imagine it ever approaching the 38 trains a day mark. Even if they would agree to build 
overpasses, which I can't see happening, it would still be a source of disnirbance to those who 
live close enough to hear the trains, never mind the home owners who are even closer and would 
have their home values totally depreciated. 

Besides these inconveniences, there is a safety matter of not being able to get transported 
to the nearest hospital if the tracks are blocked. Other than going into Lakewood Hospital, the 
ambulances would have to backtrack to Clague Road, to go west to St. John's West Shore 
Hospital. That can be many minutes out of the way when every minute counts. Now there is 
only one track for both directions, 1 see the potential for many more accidents as well. 

Hopefully these railroad(s) will be forced to reconsider their ill-considered plan of routing 
so many trains on the same tracks. Good luck in the campaign to prevent this from happening. 

Ven7truly yours,, 

Gloria Scheid 
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Conqreisman Dennis Kucinich 
144 00 Detroit Avenu* 

Lakewood, OH 44107 SBpteiBb«r 18.1997 

Dear Conqregsman: 
I am a 23 year resident of the weat shore communities of the Greater Cleveland 
Area and a 6 year resident and homeowner in the City of Bay Village in the 
10th Congressional D i s t r i c t , which you represent. 

AS you Itnow, Norfolk fc Souther.i (NSS) Railroad has propoaed an increase 
in r a i l t r a f f i c through the westshore communittes, including Bay Village. 
Traffic would increase from the current level of 13 to approximately 38 trains 
per day. This change i s apparently contingent upon NtS and CSX's successful 
acquisition of Conrail assets, which must be approved oy the Federal Surface 
Trinsportation Board in June of 1998. 

I am strongly opposed to the proposed increase in r a i l t r a f f i c through Bay 
Village. As you icnow Bay Village i s a small community, approximately six 
blocks wide, scjueezed between the r a i l line and Lake Erie. The r a i l line runs 
the entire length of the city, therefore, every home i s within six blocks of 
the line. And, a disproportionate number of homes have railroad frontage, 
conqpared tb other Greater Cleveland Area coronunities. Even worse, there are 
only three surface streets on which one can enter or exit Bay Village which do 
not cross the r a i l line with a railroad crossing, and only one of these provides 
access to Interstate 90. 

An increase in r a i l t r a f f i c on that line w i l l have a devastating effect on me 
and my naighbora. At the current level of r a i l t r a f f i c , there ar* already 
frequent c r a f f i c jams during rush hour, and there have been several fatal car-
train and pedestrian-train accidents at r a i l crossings in Bay village and other 
westshore co»iBnunities in recent years. In addition, increased r a i l t r a f f i c 
w i l l have a serious adverse affect on property values in the cit y . Bay village 
ie currently a highly desirable residential community. The pervasive presence 
of the r a i l line in Bay Village was a concem when I purchased my home in Bay 
village even though the r a i l Ixne had l i t t l e t r a f f i c and trains were scheduled 
to avoid rush hour. These problems w i l l become intolerable i f r a i l t r a f f i c 
increases 300% as proposed. 

Finally, i t i s my understanding that the Regional Transportation Authority (RTA), 
AMTRAK and the westshore communities have been exploring the possibility of 
establishing "light r a i l " commuter train service to the City of Cleveland on 
the same r a i l line. I f t r a f f i c on the rail, line i s to be increased, that 
would be a much more suitable use. The westshore communities are badly in 
need of improved mass transportation into the city. I commute to the 
University C i r c l e Area in Cleveland and have done so for over twenty years. I 
lived in Lakewood for many years, and used the RTA Rapid Transit and bus lines 
to commute every day. I subsequently moved to Westlake and ultlinately Bay 
Village, and now reluctantly commute by car since no convenient form of mass 
tranaportation i s available. I would commute via a light r a i l conmuter train 
service that connected to the Rapid Transit system, i f one were established 
on the t a i l line in Bay Village. 

I urge you to do whatever i» necessary to prevent rJfcS from acquiring and 
increasing "heavy r a i l " commercial r a i l t r a f f i c on the r a i l line through the 
westshore communities, and to support the development of "light r a i l " commuter 
train service instead. 

Sincerely, 

Maryann Fitzmaurice 
364 Lake Forest Drive 
Bay village, OH 



1274 Kranqer ftven'."-
Lal-ewood, OH 44It-"' 
September 13, 1"°"' 

Representative DennJE Kucinirh 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lal ewood. OH 4410? 

Dear Representative Kucxnich; 

Hv name i f John Dillinoham. I'am a student at Horace Mann Middle 
Sctiooi. 

r 

t am wrjtinq ̂ to vou about the t^am proDlem. Why don t they 
.iust put then Conrail t xne'' 

Thev already have two traces . Why don't thev tust use those 
trad f' 
AW I m aslinq is put up a good tight. I want to get some 
sl eep at night. 

•sincerel y, 

John D111 inghair, 



Gayatijjacob-Moiicr 
HQ 1 A 1 1 ^ " Elmwood Rd. 
« » 1 8 • * Bay VUlage, OH 44̂ 40 

Tel. & PAX (216) 808-8561 

September 17.1997 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
14400 Detriot Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

To Whom it May Concem: 

It has recenUy come to my attention that Norfolk & Southem Railroad is planning 

on increasing the rail traffic through my community from 13 to approximately 38 trains per 

day. As a property owner in Bay Village and the mother of two small children. I would like 

to take this opportunity to express my opposition to this plan. CurrenUy the level of rail 

traffic through Bay Village and thc surrounding communities is relatively unobtrusive; 

however, tripling of that traffic will present both logistical problems for the affected 

communiUes as veil as myriad safety concems. A great deal of au'omobile traffic utilizes 

railroad crossings in Bay Village. Rocky Rivcr. and Lakewood. Further obstruction of 

traffic flow uould reach unacceptable levels. 

I worry about the saiety of my children, the noise disturbance the increased rraffic 

would make and also affects on values of properties. I also am concemed about access to 

cities across the railroad tracks in the event my family has an emergency. I . my family, and 

my community urge this body to work with Norfolk & Southem to prevent these problem^ 

for the West Shore communities of Cleveland. Thank you for your Ume and consideraUon. 

Sincerely, 

Gayatry Jacob-Mosier 
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634 Walmar Drive 
Bay Village, OH 44140 

September 22, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Enviroranental Analysis 
1925 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20423 

RE: FD 33388 

Dear Chairperson Morgan and Commissioner Owens: 

Yesterday I spent my Sunday afternoon, about 5.5 hours, including 
the time I spent wr i t i n g a letter to my Congressman, listening 
to serious concerns regarding the r a i l s i n our community. The more 
I listened, the more I became frustrated. At the same time 1 
became less angry towards N&S and more outraged at the Surface 
Transportation Board. •auxiâ .e 

Your efforts remind me of the incompetent parent who refuses to 
parent and bemoans that the child i s out of hand. Well, I believe 
the r a i l s are out of hand, doing pretty much what meets with their 
^S^^Tni^S^' T i responsible. The lack of influence 
tnat the Board has had, or chosen not to have i s reflected i n B ^ 
America who has already drawn up contracts to transport, what-ver'* 
I t IS that they transport on the soon-to-be merged company. 

How accountable can the r a i l industry be when they transport 
chemicals, sometimes as l i t t l e as 14 feet from people's homes 
and do not have to disclose exactly what i t i s that they are 
carrying not to be confused with nuclear waste. 

I have enclosed a copy of an e d i t o r i a l , that only after yester­
day s marathon meeting, did I begin to t o t a l l y understand what 
Mr. Frendergast was writing about. I f what he has written, is 
m fact true, well I guess I just became a whore for N&S, playing 
up how badly we w i l l be effected. I wonder wh&t the conversation 
among the N&S executives sounded like over a few drinks? i bet we 
were the laughing stock. 

I am also curious about what Administrator Molitoris was doin^ 
there. She must know that regardless of what she brings back, i n ­
cluding her recomnendations, i t is a l l a big joke. What is not 
pa r t i c u l a r l y funny i s that not only do community people not matter 
but; we are also paying your salaries. Not much of a problem 
with c o n f l i c t of interest here. • • i ' J. m 

:erely, 

Enclosure L^U^L-J^ CJ ! 
Barbara C. O'Patry A 

Congressman Kucinich --r^ . " (? (^J 
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^ 'SUT<VE"ON hNG<EASED m m TRAFFTC 
/ Osar Congressman Kucinich: 

O I agr«« with the train companlt.' plan to tripto th. number of train, travelling th. tracks In Uk.wood 

bMaiW) It I. good for busine... 
• I dteagre. with the train companiea' plan to triple th . n«mb.r of tralna travelling th. track. In Lakawood. 

Sruicer icerely, 

i Ptease Mail to Tram Traffic Survey UAOOMn^^^^ 

^ ^ ^ ^ p « \ l « S ^ ^ PnntNaww 

IliH. mailing was prcpwcd published «nd mailed nt laxpaye." expense f \ 



diu^ m^MJeA(^^7^^:ff^ij^Vzt^ 
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SURVEY ON INCREASED TRAIN TRAFFIC 
Dear Congressman Kucimch 

Q I agrM with the train companiw' plan to tripl. tha number of trains travelling the track, in Bay Viilaae 
b e c a u s e tt is good for busine... ' »"»^» 

^ I disagree with the train companier' plan to triple tha number of trains travelling tha tracks in Bay Vlllaga 

l^s.Vr^Zlf'r^.^"^^^^^^^^ P°"^»*^"' ^e'ays Where streets intersect railroad 

^ A ) Stnc^ely. 

Print Name 

Plea.se Mai! to Tram Traffic Survey 144(X)Slit^teri^Lak^^0lw^4 La^etvood, Ohio. 44107 or Fax to 216/228-6465. 
I his nulling was prcpired. published and mailed ai taxpayer eiiper\se mm im mm wm mm mm mm mm ^ 
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JW '̂ "MOree With the train in Rocky Riv,r | 
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• SURVEY OM IMCHEASED TRAIM TRAFFIC 
Dear Congressman Kucimch 

Q I agree with the train companies' plan to triple th. numb.r of traina travelling tha tracka in Rocky Rivar 
t)ecau.e it good for business. 

I disagree with the train companies' plan to triple the number of trains travelling th. track, in Rocky 
River. I believe increased tram traffic could mean incraased noise pollution, more delays where strMts intersect 
railroad tracks, greater possibility of dangerous coHisior^ and decreased property vaiues for our community 

•A<f'> • a X . 4U<Ĵ  K^^Lu^X^t^ c / ^ A ^ ^ /SU-tA-y^ 'CJ ! 
D r i n * k J ' s r v u k ^ * I KnntName - ^ , _ „ J 

Please Mail to Tram Traffic Survey 14400 letroit Avenue. Lakevvooa. Ohio. 44107 or Fax to 216/229-6465 I 

i7-
^ T̂ i>. m^n^ prcpart<̂ uh|p|hi-i; 1 jih) mailed u itMfm̂ tt ^uvn' 

•f.. 



f °^-Ccng.essm. . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ E Y Q ^ j l ^ i ^ " ; 7 ^ ^ ^ ^ L ^ ^ AGENTS 

1 pressman Kuan,ch ' ' ^ ' - ^ ^ A S f D f R A i W f t T r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Because i t „ " ^ofupanu*'.., • 
^ good for business th. „on,h. 

^'^^^^^ Possib -«an increase? "Strain. ,r.v.,H 

Sf̂ cere/y commun/iy 

$201.12 Stand..^ r.>, • _ 
aUon under movjng condition.. 

^ V ? " ' * " ~ > op­era* .a> l.|cnmoUvr « comb,rutu„ of l„oo 

i.T«.», biviB^ i„ , than » IWO I J) iv.,!. 

"v*wwK« with Ibc inicna is Subpart oi Dull ^ifit _ .»«w|'«rT V ct tnu 

P.rtt.. j lv railroad „ d « l r f l h. 

o p . 
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"^ca. ,pmi, up to ««1 .orludia, 75 taa/fc, « 
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SepteiT̂ ber 21, 1997 

The Honorable Dennis J. Kucinich 
House of Representatives 
Tenth District 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

First I want to thank you for"hosting" a visit from the Federal 
Railroad Administration. Sunday morning was the first time in the 
ten years that I have lived in, what I refer to as the railroad 
corridor» I refer to it as that rather than my neighborhood, because 
the trains have dominated this community, not to mention what could 
happen if the merger would occur) that I wa? not assaulted with trains. 

I have to admit, I was rather surprised that NtS would care about 
the FRA and the public meeting. I am assuming that N4S does care 
because it would appear that they suspended traffic on the rails 
for at least several hours. I am hopeful that they, N4S, will 
continue to respond to the FRA and communities, although, it ia 
my understanding that the railroad industry, in general, is pretty 
powerful. I know just the power of the whistle and the clanging, 
banging and screeching can cause ccnveisation tcbe silencec*, telephone 
conversations put on hold and radio and television reduc .d to senseless 
mutterings. 

I am concerned about the noise. Our home In Bay is new and expensive 
to build. With this type of negative publicity, it will be a white 
•lephant in a very short time. The conwunities along the RF Corridor 
.̂ eed to be protected, not Just this time, if /ou, current city 

administrations and citizens are able to stave this offense off, what 
will be the next issue that will have to be dealt with. 

At one time, at least in Bay and westlake, this area was turkey 
farms and grape vineyards. Now it is a living cMtrounity of tax 
paying individuals who are trying to keep their neighborhoods 
together. If N&S is hell-bent on a train coming through every 36.5 
minutes, let them buy up the properties to create a buffer tone, 
not unlike the airports have done. 



oJ^.^ .UA. 'cu^^^u^ ty^ 
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Constituent Outreach 

Name:_ 

Address: 

ember 18,1991 

• ~ -y, one of thc leading causes of injury and 
I L I y. u_ H H ^ O I inistranon's Safety Division, there were 

Qjy. uaj^,vOoW . State: 0 */ Zip:i 1— ired dunng this same penod 

m l , \ VtCiLwi^jir. ( ) State Universitv who were killed as a 
Telephone-Home: V/̂ *' :><»>^ork.i 1 ^^j^ng^^^^ ^ . j ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ,j 

. , i i L A j r ^ J a// °^ hazari but did nothing about 
Subject: f r t M u oMiW^ 1̂  c^^^ycr ^ ^ appropnate acnou, two more people 

Hi- UAA, i f ^ ^ l . ̂ JM'H^^ 
\ l i_ ^ r Ifl /flvfltC / W c matter t.̂  light rnomcnlanly, but then a 

OK. -fr*tvw^ I'^Jt^fi.' " ! in our cnsis-onentcd soaety. 

RailroSTiw developed during die mdustnal expansioo. Millions of acres were given to railroads because of massive 
corruption and &e outngbt control of stale legî aturcs. In most states, localities have no c<»itrol ofthe tracks going dirough 
thor community. Thc only source of relief is with state ageaaes which are often controlled by the raikoads. 

Tbs Federal Employees Liability Act set up some safety standaids for railroad workers, but diesc are absolutely mmimal. In 
many stales speeding by a railroai is not negl-geooe unless a speed is specified by a state-regulated agenev. 

It shouklnt amaze you to leam thai the regulations of horns, bells and whistles were not based on the ability of people to 
hear them, but rather arc statutonly based on distance from the crossmg. It is frustrating for officials of towns and villages 
asking for protection at deadly crossings to be continually d'sregarded by both the railroad and the authonties diat are 
supposed to protect diem. 

This is particulariy true in Ohk), where die state officials who should woric with die local agencies and public seen to be in 
bed with die railroads This is based on my personal expenence with trials of railroad crossmg accidents The practices of 
die railroad mdustry ai.- more m accord wrth die pre-CivU War era with regard, to die way they treat dieû  employees and 
widi respeu to upgrading die crossings or methods of operatmg die railroads, ihan with modem industry. 

Semonty of officials seem to determine wliaL if any, benefits are awarded for ideas that wtniltl make tie raijoad a better 
place to work and to protea the pubhc When die cham of command is breadud in any way, die ax wili fell and die 
employee who speaks out will be fired. Railroad anpkiyces understand that this is the implicanon. 

All grade crossmg accidoits aie dieorcdcally preventable. New Yoric City, for example, has no crossing accidents because 
ail die hazaids are removed by under and overpasses and •herefore, die dangers are ehnunated. The Snow Rd. crossing at 
Cleveland Hopkins hilemational Airport WTIS die most dan-jerous crossmg m Ohio, accordmg to a fomier governor, and diat 
cooditicn was remedied oniy after thc court declared it a ni.usance. Seven years and many deadis and mjunes later, the 
overpass was buik and thereafter no deaths or mjuncs occurred. 

What is happemng m Ohio and odier states is diai die railroads use 95% of dieir income for n-.amtauung die nght-of-way 
a id only 5% for maim-.jung die crossings widi minimal upgradmg oo any level. 

Railroads should no longer be able to slaughter people and incur no rcsponsibihty As an altemanve to over- and 
underpasses if crossmg guards and wanung systems were in/tailed and mainiamed. diere would be fewer and less senous 
injunes from aossmg accidents Across die country, .-nany diousands of accidents and manv deadis per vear resuh fivm 
these circumstances. 

Thc djty to avoid mjury shouJd not be placed on die dnver and/or ine pedestnan. but shouid realJy be made die 

9'22^ 11.33 AM 
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Testimony to tbe Federal Railroad Administration 

Norfolk Southem's Proposal to Dramatically Increase Rail Traffic Through the Westem 
Suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio 

September 21,1997 

By; Stenhen H. Jenkins 
20596 Beachwood Drive 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 
(440)356-9953 

M} concems regarding die this proposal center in diree specific ai=!as: (1) Public Safety; (2) Real 

Eslate Values and (3) Noise. I uili address each of these later but would like to briefly discuss 

the public policy issues related io diis proposal. When Norfolk Southem only had one set a tracks 

in the Cleveland area, diey did not have an option but to use those lines. The tracks were built 

long hefnre die growth in diese areas but changing population patterns must be taken into 

consideration in die context of pubi-c pclicy decisions. This is especially impo.nant since after 

the Conrail merger, Norfoh Southeni will have an option. Given that the existing Conrail tracks 

run dirough si gnificantly less populated areas, it is NOT in the best interest of public safety or 

public policy :ilIow freight trains to mn through heavily populated areas. Besides die safety 

issues related to die interference to fire and emergency vehicles, a major derailment could result 

in significant loss of life Newspaper articles on the matter indicate diat some of die trains carry 

hazardoub material. Many homes in die Lakewood, Rocky River and Bay Village and odier 

communities are wid-jn 120 feet of the fright trains when diey pass. 1 believe that it is role ofthe 

Federal Railroad Administration to balance die public interest while supporting die growdi of 

the rail industry. Norfolk Soudiem's proposal appears to only serve dieir needs widiout 
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Gregory A and Gretchen H Kunkel 
28565 Knickerbocker Road 
Bay Village, Ohio 44140 
September 21, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental .Analysis 
19:5KStreet. N W 
Washington, D C 20423 

RE: FD 33388 

To Whom It May Concem 

V ; are writing this letter i.n response to last month's announcement that Norfolk Southem 
Railroad intends to increa.sc its traffic moving through the westem suburbs of Greater Cleveland 
three-fold There are several issues of concem xhu we would like to address before this proposed 
plan is put into effect 

In late ' 9%, we purchased our fir.st home in Bay Village The house's adjacent to the tracks 
and we bought it with the knowledge that a dozen or so trains passed each day Because ofthe 
beautiful neighborhood and Bav Village's excellent reputation, we felt that the number of trains was 
acceptable and the house would be a gcxxi investment Our bidding price reflected that thinking 1 o 
increase the number of trains three times will utterly ruin our property value and will cost us 
thousands of dollars w hen we <;ell the house Equally distressing is the increased probability of train 
derailment With the tracks passing through hea\ ily populated neighborhoods, you can see that this 
would be disastrous V.'e are one of many propeity owTiers that would be negatively affected by this 
train increase If you multiplied the loss in property \ alue bv the nuiii't er of home owners that hve 
adjacent to or near the tracks, the total loss will easily be in the millioni; 

In addition, vve are sincereiv concerned for the safety of the people living in the municipalities 
neighbonng the train route- not only for the children w ho need to cross the tracks to get to school, 
but also for anyone who would require emergency assistance As you know, all west-side hospitals 
are south ofthe tracks and. m some suburbs, police and fire departments are also located south ofthe 
tracks Delays in emergency attention can mean the loss of life and property Inci easing the number 
of trains, especially by three, muhiplies the chance that these losses will occur 

We understand that this -nerger v o'>ld realize a financial windfall for Norfolk Southem 
Whereas this merger would be benetici?l to Norfolk Southern, it would be highly disastrous upon us 
anti manv other families in the sunounding suburbs If you are unable to choose in our favor, please 
miplement a decision that would mitigate this negative impact and would mean a compromise 
befween Norfolk Southem and the suburbs .\s home owners living adjacent to the tracks, potential 
efforts could include the construction of a sound protection bamer wall between homes and the 
tracks, restncted hours of transport (e g . no travel between 12 00 a m and 5 00 am), and/or 
reimbursement to home owners for lost propeny value For the affected suburbs, potential efforts 
could include payment for an additional overpass, beautifying the land surrounding the track?, and/cr 
restncted hours of transport (e g , no trivel during msh hours) 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO 

oc; 

FROM 

RE; 

DATE 

U S Surface Transportation Board 
Washington, D C 

Rep Dennis Kucinich, U S House of Representatives *" 
Honorable Madeline Cain, Mayor of Lakewood 
Councilman Bryan Flannery, City of Lakewood 

.9 James E Pearce 
12705 Arliss Dr 
Lakewood, OH 44107 
216-226-6250; 216-696-6250 

Proposed Sale of Conrail and Increased Train Traffic in Lakewood, Ohio 
and Greater Cleveland 

September 21, 1997 

HonorabK doard Members 

This IS to advise you that I strongly oppose any increase in the volume of train traffic 
through densely populated Lakewood. Ohio Indeed, dunng thc past few months I have 
obser>ed what I beheve to be an increase in train traffic already This is most dismaying 

Norfolk & Southem officials state that 14 trains a day pass through Lakewood I believe 
the number is higher, perhaps as high as 18 or more according to coums by several 
Lakewood citizens and eported on telcMsion news 

Specifically, my concems are us follows 

1 Increased train traffic poses a serious threat to public safety as it has the 
potential for inhibiting the movement of emergency vehicles throughout the city 

2 Increased train traffic will likely cause a greater number of accidents at the many 
railroad crossings through the center of Lakewood 

3 There will be an inciease m the danger posed by the shipment of hazardous 
materials through such a densely populated area 

4 There will be an increase the aJready liigh level of noise pollution 



1^ 

^<^^oxy>\o /^^^/^^4, Co«.^^i-^ 



Jamie L. Blackson 
1057 Abbieshire Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

September 21. 1997 

A Commentary on lncrBas«d Train Traffic In Lakawood 
Jamie Blackson, Master of Urban Planning. Design and Development, and Ukewood 
Homeowner 

Did we not leam what happens to a community that is bisected through the mWdle? 
Neighbbrhoods like T-emont and Detroit-Superior were cut in half by the construction of 
highways. What was the result? Increased crime, d icreaseo resident satisfaction and 
a mass moving out of the community. Now tax payc r money pcu.-s into these 
neighborhoods to attempi revitalizatran. Constant train traffic could easily have the 
same result on Lakewcod as the constniction of a highway had on manv 
neighbortioods. 

While out for an evening walk I often find myself waiting, alone and vulnerable for the 
^in to end so I can continue on my way home. With a shady character ap-irraching I 
feel unsafe. Trapped - a victim of this instant wal! which blocks my way home How 
many of us will become afraid to cross die tracks? What will this do to Lakewood? 

I, like most people enjoy the charni of an occasion*, whistling and pumng train s . ^ y 
passing by Currently, there are too many trains and Jiey become anydiing but 
chaming. When recently shopping for a home, our Realtor shovwd us many homes 
which sit near the tracks. Nice enough houses until Uiey shake an rattle as a tram goes 
past. Many of these homes had been on die market nearly a year Who will live in 
them now? 

Is the increased industry, money, business; v»^ateverthe advantages worth the risk 
loosing die lovely quiet residential allure of Lakewood? Why not be smart and say no 
to this? Let s plan for the FUTURE of Lakewood by preventing tine possible negativity 
before It has a chance to start. w / 

Do not allow die incessant roar of trains to slice our community in half. 



1292 St. Charles Avenue 
Lakcnvoi>d. Ohio 44107 

September 20. 1997 

The Rt. Hon. Dennis J Kucinich 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood. Ohio 44107 

Dear .Mr, Kucmich: 

My family and I would like to express our deep concem over the Norfolk & 
Southern Railro..d Company's recent announcement that treight tram traftlc on the line 
thai transgresses our neighKiri.ovxi may soon triple in quantity. Two years ago we chose 
lo furcha,se our first home in l.aKCuood beciuse ot the quality of life this citv has to 
offer, and its well-known "old-time ncghhorhoixl" character. At that lime we gave little 
thought to safety threats posed hy the tram tracks that lie sc\en houses away from ours. 
They have always K"en r.oisy and inconvenient, hut ih'̂  many advantages ofour house's 
hvation seemed to outweiiih these liabilities I vuniid like to share wuh you three 
inciJents which ivcurred in the past two years which ha\e changed my itiind Please use 
this testimony in any w,iy you can to make NS and the Federal Railroad Administration 
aware of the danger their railro.id poses. 

1 Last summer, our twins were tour ye.i's rki I ike many kids, ihey were fascinated 
by trains, .md liked to \\ alk up to thc tiacks to u .itch thcni co past Like most of the cross 
stnets in LakcwiVHi, ours has no fence or harrier around tlie tr.icks. so we placed a strict 
limit v>ii hou cioso ihc\ uoic allovu-d !o get - marked by a Lirge tree about three houses 
away trom the tr.icks fhey aluays .iheyed this hmit and after a while my wife and I felt 
we duin't need to .icconipany them lo the tree Instead we would stay hack and watch 
from our j orch I KMieved, at that time, that ..ny rational animal would haxe a natural 
tear of svich a loud, dangerous situatum. vind would stay away on instinct 1 was wrong 

One day m .\ugust oiir neighbors" three-year-old girl Samantha accompanied our 
kuls to the s.ue' tree to w,itch a train roai by Samantha's tather and 1 sUx>d m front of 
our house ise\cn houses from the tr.Kkt and chatted The three kids stixxl there for a 
while. ,ind then, with no uaining and for no ,ipparent reason. Samantha broke into a full 
run toward the moving tram Her father and I sprinted toward her. shouting at her. but 
she didn't hear When her tather finally caught her. she was ahout twenly feel from the 
train and still heading t(>uard it at full speed 

2. This past spring we came h.M le from church on i Sunday to find a train had 
slopped at lhe crossing on our street, and a crowd was forming around it. My wife 
walked o\er to see what was hapjxning. and leamed lhat a man had committed suicide by 
laying on th-- tracks two bkvks away on Marlowe .\\enue .Xs the train sat there for 
several hours, a group of neighborhood kids, ages about b to 1 2. were walking around i l . 
Several of them claimed they had witnessed the suicide, and gave her a fud account of 



September 19. 1997 

United States Senate 

I am writing to you aK ût the problem I have with the Norfolk u.id Southem Railroad 
Company. t heir trains pass by my hou,sc al a v ery high rale of speed, sometimes at 70 miles per 
hour! They loudly blow their whistles several times its lhey pass by. I'hcy \iolale the speed 
limit and noise pollution laws. When they pa,ss by. my entire house vibrates fhey are damaging 
my hou.se I already have gaps between my ceiling and v,alli. I'he trains arc loaded widt 
h;i/iirdous chemical: uuerials 

I am vcr> disiippoinied with some ofthe elected officials. I elected them inlo high 
govemment offices and lhey don't do their work as diey ought to. They don't pay any attention 
to the awful problem thai we, who live close to railmad tracks, have to deal with. Some of the 
offlciab li.we fail', d to answer my letters, and has e failed to relum my phone calls. 

Only one geniietoan. Congressman Dennis J. Kucinich. has shown concem for our problem 
with the railroads. He cares about the people He is working hard to solve the problem and 
wants ;o prevent .iccidents from occurring at the railroad cmssings. 

Now. the Norfolk & Southem Railroad C ompany xv,ints to buy thc Conrail Railroad This 
means that 8̂ trains vvill pass in 24 hours, and my hou.se will disappear I want the Norfolk & 
Souihcm Railroad to buy my house when they buy Conrail. 

The commanisis took my home and all of my heritage m Hungary tn 1952. Now, I will lose 
niy house here. 1 want the railroad to buv me out! 

Dear I ' . S Senators, plea.se help Congressman Kucinich. He cannot solve diis terrible 
probicm wc liav. with thc railroad alone. 

Thank y ou 
God Bless America 

Mary Sj:epes\ 
1614 Catalpi Road 
CU eland, Ohio 44112 



SURVEY OM inCREASED THAIM TRAFFK 
• • • r uongrti^man Kucinich 

• I agr** with tht train comp«ntM plan to trtpl* th« numtxr of traint travelling tt«* tracka In Bay Vlllaaa 
bacauaa it ia good for butin*aa. 

Ga I dtaagr*. with tha train compat,,,,.' pl«n to tHpla tht numbar of traina travailing tha tracka !n Bay Viltaga 

I r i l T l T - i * ^ * * ^ ' K r / * . " " '̂"'''̂  " ^ ^ ^"'•vs Whera strw,A intarsact railroad 
tr«:ks. greater possibility of dangerous coii.SKJns and decrMsad property valuea tor our community 

Sir̂ cerely P ^ t / u i X ^ ^^^iU^Jo^ 

L m S ^ i ! ^ ^ ^ ! ^ ^ ^ ! ! ! ^ ^ ! ! / ! ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^^^^CWrwt^Aveniy* Lakemxxi. Ohnj 44W7orFaxto 216/226-6465 i 1 puMixhrJ «i<,l I 

anrlvtng on ttie we« aid« .XK>ntr than I tipectea. 

Thanka, but no thunks 

Pat{nt:a] Heinke 
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TRAFFIC 

travelling the tracks in Rocky River 

ns travelling the tracks in Rocky 
lore delays v^here streets intersect 
>erty vaiues for our community. 

Ohio, 44107 or Fax to 216/228-6465 ^ 



IMCKAStD TRAIN TiAFl 
OearC6nil^iw»n»^ 
• , . g ,^ wlthth.tr.lncomp.nl..'pl»..toHP«.th.numb.r 

Sincerely, 

Print Name 

c .44noDefrorfAvanae. La»cemx>d. Ohio, 44107orF«to2f6j22f:«^^, 
Please Mail to: Trairs Traffic Surrey IJ^OO^,^^ 

" ' - ^ — ^ " " ' ^ ^ f ^ ' ^ D e t r o i t Avenue 
Lakewood Ohio 4^107 

Dear Mr. Kucinich: 

I n a d d i t i o n to the survey, I have enclosed a 

Bo^rH f ^ '° ^""^ Surface T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Board a few weeks ago. I also sent a copy of the 
l e t t e r t o Bay V i l l a g e Mayor Tom J e l e p i s . 

Thank you f o r your support of the community i n 
t h i s i s s u e . We cannot l e t ourselves get " r a i l r o a d e d " 
i n t o what could be a very dangerous s i t u a t i o n J 

P.S. Your v o t i ;e agains t the congress iona l payraise 
i s commendable. 
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THOMAS B. VASaC. S«:r,Ury-Trwuuw 

FAX: f7l6) a27-26S6 

Cermai CoowilttM of Iti^JiLfir 
Brotherhood of Locomotive 6iQineM 

Comdbdetma Moi Cofporobon 
I . M C M l * tM. Ml.tamiM> 14W •te 

September 19, 1997 

Thc Honorable Dennis J. Kucinich 
House of Representatives 
1730 Longworth Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Kucinich: 

I am very sorry that I cannot attend the Hearing at the Lakewood, Ohio City Hall, concerning the possible 
adverse and unsafe conditions that could bc brought about by the plan ofthe Norfolk Southem to triple the 
number of trains between Cleveland and Vermillion, Ohio. On Ais date, I am involved in a Town H.11 
Meeting in Philadelphia. 

The concem of your constituents and yourself are real. Norfolk Southem went in debt to tbe tune of $6.5 
billion to acquire Conrail. The first thing railroads do to eliminate debt is cut back maintenance of track 
and rolling stock, and of course, lay off employees who perfomi this maintenance work. 

They say the proof is in the pudding and here is Norfolk Soutfiem's planned layoffs of these very 
imponant maintenance employees: 

Carmen Employees who inspect and maintain rail freight cars. 
330 positions alralisbed 

Trackmen (Maintenance of Way) - Employees who inspect and maintain the tracks, 
switches, road crossings and crossovers. 
473 Positions Abolished 

Signalmen Employees who inspect and maintain wayside signals and crossing 
protection. 
S4 Jobs Transferred and 25 Jobs Abolbhed. 
All but one in thc State of Ohio 

Railroad Police Oflkers Employees who protect railroad equipment and signals fixwn vandalism 
46 Positions Abolished 

Locomotive Maintenance 
Employees 

Employees who maintain and inspect Locomotives 
Boilermakers - 5 Jobs Abolished 
Electricians • S3 Jobs Abolished 
Laborers - 46 Jobs Abolished 
Machinists - 8S Jobs Abolished 

Railway 
Superviaors/F oreman 

Employees who oversee the work of the Maintenance people in all crafts. 
78 Jobs Abolished 

Train Dispatchers Employees who have the responsibility to insure safe passage of trains, 
including passenger trains. 
2S Jobs Abolished 
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SURVEY ON INCREASED TRAIN TRAFFIC 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

ss 
River 

.̂ .ftJsrĈ '- ̂ L''̂ «̂ -f. " '̂/'̂ Wr 
PrintName: ^ A i M j U ^ ^ O M m S / / ^ ^ a c ^ - « f ^S-f iw-. l . t f 

This miiling WIS prtp«itd, published and mailed «Uxptyerexpense. 
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30612 Willoway Ln 
Bay Village,Ohio 44140 

Sept. 10, 1997 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
14400 Detroit Ave 
Lakewood,Oh 44107 

Dear Mr. Kucinich: 

The impact of the Norfolk £ Southem Railroad'* <i*w,4-i«« «. 

should th. railroad crossings be tied up bHrains o r ^ f^U^^f* 

getting an a.*>ula„ce^ii- Vt "ohn?s c"veW* CU„"ii* fT"J2 
Hospital, etc. Don-t local citize„s^,v=e'Tv'„"r:.'«t,i"n'lt ^J^Ts^^ 

the t«°!I^^I^h.?" ho-'e values will iimedi^t.ly drop, and so will 
the tax base that supports our schools and comunity. and so will 
the prospective buyers in this market. WHO will buv a houH lill 
pr«r?e?at.s""^th°,tVH"*"" ^-f. " ' - - ^ ^ ' ^ ^ Z ^ r t l X . press relates is that they will qo from 11 train* « ri*u 4-« t-i-i V« 
m s ^ T BIG BUSTKFSS r.i^ Lav";';T;^VV,"„%^ l ^ e l V i l L e f ^ s 
have a voice when i t comes to our economic status? cirizens 

HEALTH - We now hear the whistles at everv cross!no -n 
hours with 11 trains...what will 33 be like, Ind L ^ w f u aVone 

° t^^^P, ̂ '̂̂ ^ ^hat? This is noise pollStiSn ^ 
JnLr.^^V ""̂ ^ ''̂ ^̂  '̂ "̂  that trains e^it. SSn-
local citizens have a voice when i t comes to a healthy t^vi^onm^^tf 

WHY ISN^T ÔTR GnvFWMENT ŷ TAypTHr- BRHTMn nw THT.«t???? 

^ ^ ^ i mm. mm. % « « — ^ ^ _ - * ^ k Geraldine A. Helfrich 
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E l a i n e L . S k o r i c h I365 WarrcnRoad 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

(216) 221-5436 

SeptembCi 15, 1997 

Federal Sixrface Transportation Board 
Section of Environment Analysis 
1925 K. StreetNW 
Washington D. C. 20423 

RE. FD 33388 

To Whom It May Concem: 

This letter is to pi Jtest increased rail traffic through the West Shore suburbs of Cleveland, Ohio. 
It is my understanding that the nuunber of Norfolk and Southem trains coming through this area 
will be increased from 14 to 38. This is not an acceptable number. 

1 am a third year law student who lives only 10 houses away from the railroad tracks in 
Lakewood, Ohio, and who will be greatly afTected by this increased traffic. When I rented my 
louse, I understood that trains came through our neighborhood 14 times each day, and I accepted 
my apartment anyway. An increase in the number of trains, however, would not only greatly 
disturb my sleep and .study time but would also disturb many other individuals living in these 
suburbs. 

Because ofthe diverse populations who live in these suburbs, there are many factors to consider. 
Some people are students who need quiet in order to study and get what small amount of 
uninterrupted sleq) that they can. Some people are elderly and need their rest. Some ofthe 
residents have children whose sleep is disturbed frequently by the trains. Many people travel thc 
roads that are intersected b> the train tracks. An increase in train traffic would increase the risk 
of accidents on or near the tracks. Pedestrians, motorists, children at play, even domestic pets 
would be at a greater risk of being involved in an accident if the railroad traffic were to increase. 

Please take into consideration my protest as well as the others that you receive and do not permit 
Norfolk and Southem to increase its rail traffic through the West Shore suburbs of Cleveland. 
Thank you. 

Sincerely, ^ 

Elaine L. Skorich 

cc: 



September 10, 1997 

To Whom It May Concem: 

We are writing in response to the S and W plan lo increase the trains through Bav Village bv two thirds 
per da> When we first heard this, w were appalled An increase of 2 or 3 trains a dav is acceptable but 
not increasing the amount b> two thirds. We have recently moved to Bav Village and were attracted to 
the community for a number of reasons, one of which was its reputation as a peaceful, quiet community 
imagine our surpnse when we were awakened our first night there bv repeated train whisUe blowings It 
IS like an alarm dock going off repeatedly dunng the night and awakens us even̂  Ume Now we know the 
reason for this - safetv - and hav e more or less adjusted ourselves to this even though we don t like the 
alarming noise. Imagine how we feel to hear thai these inadcnts of tiair whistle warnings will be 
increased. 

Also. I realize there is the added danger to the environment of the pollutanu ftom the tnun engines as 
well as thc noise pollution I have mentioned. 

Another consideration is the threat to our communities' paucnts seeking emergencv care who live on the 
north side ofthe railroad tracks. Both hospitals used b> Bay Village (Ukewood and Columbia St Johns) 
are on the south side ofthe tracks and could pose a life threatening simation for a person m an emcrKncv 
simation who had to wait for the road over the uacks to clear due to a train passing 

Vilb^™"*'"' ^ ^̂ "̂̂  ' ^ ' ^ increasing the amount of trains through Bay 

Sincerely, 

Michael and Marjone Meluch 

^ ? u y ^ /^^^(^^' 
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Dear Congressman Kucmich 

• 

" • Cm,- •̂t.A/T./f̂ r I 

L-I ' ^gree w«ith the train comDanies'Dian tn frir,i« 
because • H r ^ , ,or busi .e . . ' 'be numbe, ot , „ i „ , „,.e,li„g ft. ,„ Lakeuood 

. e a , e - p o s s . . . . . a . , e . u s c . , . r r r : - • PT;\-^^^^^^^^ 

Sincerely, 

Print Name /y^ . 

Please Mail to Tram Traffc. Survey 14400 De 

•-'.AI 

« e « ^ , o . . a . . a * . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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Conflt|̂ MmmanO<nn*8J.Ku(Snteft ^ 
14400 Oelreit avs 

Lafcawood,Ohk} 44107 
Congnwamman Oerjiis J. Kuonich 

14400 0«troit ave 
Lakswood,Ohto 44107 
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Testimony to the Federal Railroad Administration 

.Norfolk Soachem's Proposal to DramaticaUy Increase RaU Traffic Through the Western 
Suburbs of (lev '̂land, Ohio 

September 21,1997 

By: Stephen H. Jenkins 
20596 Beachwood Drive 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 
(440) 356-9953 

My concems regarding the this proposal center in three specific areas: (1) Public Safet>; (2) Real 

Estate Values and (3) Noise. I will address each of these later but would like to briefly discuss 

the public policy issues related to this proposal. V.'hen Norfolk Southem only had one set a tracks 

in the Cleveland area, they did not have an option but to use those lines. The tracks were built 

long before the growth m these areas but changing popaiat̂ on patterns must be Uiken into 

consideration in the context of public policy decisions. This is especially important since after 

the Conrail merger, Norfolk Southern will have an opiion. Given that the existing Conrail tracks 

run through significantly less populated areas, it is NOT in the best interest of public safety or 

pubUc policy allow freight trains to run through heavUy nnpulated areas. Besides the safety 

issues related to the interference to fire and emergency vehicles, a major deraihnent could result 

in sigmficant loss of life. Newspaper articles on the matter indicate that some of the trains carry 

hazardous material. Many homes in the Lakewood. Rocky River and Bay Village and other 

communities are within 120 feet of the fright trains when they pass. 1 believe that it is role ofthe 

Federal Railroad Administration to balance the public interest while supporting the growth of 

the rail industry. Norfolk Southern s proposal appears to only serve their needs without 



September 10,1997 

Congressman t e n n i s Kucinich 
1A400 D e t r o i t Avenue 
Lakev^ood, Ohio 44107 

Dear S i r : 
Re: No. FD 33388 

y ^ y y p r o t e s t to the proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the westshore commuaities from 13 
to appro.'^imately 38 t r a i n s a day. 

h e a ^ r ^ ' " ^ " ^ r e s i d e n t I s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e that the s a f e t y . 

^ ' " P ^ ^ ^ ^ t ^ ^ t t h i s proposal would have o l 

d ^ ^ a s t a ^ l i g ! " ' ''"'"'^ Populated area could 

In c l o s i n g , while r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l r o l e i n our country 
common sense has to e x i s t when the s a f e t v and welfare cf 
l i t e r a l l y thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s and f a m i l i e s are at stake. 

I thank you f o r reading mv l e t t e r and I hope that an a l t e r n a t e 
s o l u t i o n w i l l be forthcoming i n the f u t u r e . a l t e r n a t e 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Address: 3/<r^V "^^^^^^^^/^^ 
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S«p(«mb« 21 1997 10:01 MA To: C o i ^ m r m n Kudrteh «• ^ ' * ' 

/ 

FAX 
To: Cot gressman Kucinich 228 6465 

From: M. L. Nagy 529 5680 (phone) 

Subject Tram Traflk Survey 

Mr Kucmich, 

.Attached is a teshmonial responding to your recent Lakewood Community 
Report' We vvill bnng a signed version to the meeting at 2:00 pm today. 

l his FAX conUms 3 pages including cover page. 

MN 
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tr«k., possM^ otdangemus coltoons. a„<, d K ^ e S C o Z ^ . ^ j T : ! " ' ' 
ptopeny values tor our community. 

Sincerely, 

PrintName J l g ^ j T U . . 

L - 1 1 r ^ ' ^ ^ ^ Survey. ^̂ 0̂0 Oeta>,r;̂ ven̂  ^ _ [ 
I I^T.^.T' "" • • mmm,_mm<̂ m,jm_mm̂  mmmm mm ^ ' O 216/229-6465 I 
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Smcereiy, community 

^ '̂̂ '''̂ ^L'1^^^->^^^^ U.e^ o,̂  
V — 

1 an compelled to write to you today regarding tne wvi.-... 
Railroad's proposal to Increase their flow of freight train traffic through 
Cleveland's western suburbs. As a tormer railroader myself (CSX ''orporation). 
I know that this main line route Is the most efficient and dlr.'ct «ast/west 
passage frora Chicago lo New York. However, tripling the train traffic on this 
line will undoubtedly cause more harm to our communitv than anv bualneas benefit, 
(marginal at best), which might be derived. 

As a resident of Rocky River with a school age «on 1 dread the thought of 
my child croaaing rail tracks at the present rate ef traffic. Needless to say, 
anjj increase would exponent l.tl ly add risk to our children, aa ««U aa to the 
entire community. 

I have believed since the announced equlsitlon of Conrail that there Is « 
real opportunity to eliminate this line entirely. Surely, one of the fruits of 
this consolidation might be for Norfolk Southern to act responsibly and divert 
traffic to the existing Conrail lines which traverse a much more commercial 
path throughout our area. Now that is what 1 would call ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTI 

Again. I urge Norfolk Southern to respect this comaunity from which It 
hjs greatly benefitted throughout the years, be responsive to che desires of 
thetr neighbors,(a nice bike path comes to mind), or be prepared to face the 
inevitable consequencees of « disastrous event. 

I am delighted to know that we have your support and that you will share 
your findings with the Surface Transportation Board. Please keep this issue 
•a • top priority. 

Yours truly, 

Timothy Py^enaha 
President 

V̂ embef New VCA Stocn £»cnarge 



C O V E R 

===== FAX 
S H E E T 
To; CongiCNMn.in Kucimch 
¥*x*t: 228-6465 
Subject: Train TralFic through I.akcvvinvd 
Dale: September 21. I«i97 

Pages: ^. including this cover sheet 

t OM.MIMS; 

Re^HrdinK Train Traffic through Lake\%cH>d, Ohio 
Current 1\. 

•trams whistles mtcmipl sleep at tiight Some traits whistles arc blown 
«.\>jist;intlN thri>ugh our Lakewinnl neighUnhivxi e\cn during thc middle ol 
the lught 

•irain whistles dunng daMuttc interrupt nonnni conversation 
•noise pv l̂lution eaiiscvi h\ iram tratTic increase sUcss in neighbtus close 

tv> the Hacks 
•ttait; ii.̂ lVic leUuces |x>liec and enieigencN \eluclc acccs.s lo all (uch and 

p.KM ) tunthem are.is ot I .ikcw^xxl 
•ttam ttatVic cie.ites dust 
•tram iialVic is ix>tentiall\ dan îetous to small ch.ldren plaving near Ihc Iracks. 
•tram tialVie s noise n\ukes out home yn\ Hcach Avenue ditVieuU, il not 

iinjx^ssible, lo sell Increased rental pio|>eitN along tlic Uacks will lurliicr 
degrade ncighKuhvHxls alrc.ulx m decline 

Tho train companios' plan to tripto tho numhor of trains will makr ono block 
aroa\ on either side oi iho trucks uninhabitable. 

Smcerelv. 
I Vntus Rmehtft 
Honnic Rinehart 
12'>0 Hc.uh .Xvenuc 
I.akcwiHH.1. I )hio •Ull)"' 
21f>-:2H-Se>54 
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9/19/97 

Dear Congressman Kucinich, 
In response to your newsletter relative to the planned 

increase of trafhc on the rail system which runs through 
the Westshore suburbs, my wife and I are strongly opposed to 
additional trains for several reasons: 

-as residents ofthe rivcr basin in Rocky River, with the 
raihoad bridge joining our property we daily witness 
the noise and traffic of passing trains. More importantly, 
we also experience the dirt, chemicals and metal that 
fell from the bridge. Old photos show this bridge 
to be very old. It is not only in need of engineering 
scrutiny and needs repainting badly, it may also not 
be adequate for cunent traffic much less an increase. 

-there are plans to rebuild thc railroad underpass on 
Wooster north of Detroit Rd. Since this is one ofthe 
few routes under the tracks out ofthe northem portion 
of Rocky River, additional rail traffic would mean 
even more delays for traffic and emergency vehicles. 

-since we have railroad gates at our crossings, when 
Rocky River residents travel in Lakewood there have 
been accidents at crossings due to the absense of gates 
in that community. Young people, especially, expecting 
the waming of a gate have been injured, and worse. 
Additional traffic would compound this hazard. 

Please expend every effort stop expansicn ofrail traffic 1 
Oavid and Shari DeCapua, 421 Riverdale Dr.. Rocky River 



September 18, 1997 

Dear Congressman Kucinich, 

I Strongly disagree w ith the train companies' plan to triple the nimiber of 
trains travelling the tracks in Bay Village. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas V. Fornes 
283 Douglas Drive 
Bay Village. OH 44140 



SURVEY ON INCREASiD TRAIN TRAFFIC 
Deer CongreMtran Kucinch: 

• I agree wWh Ihe Iratn companlee* plan lo triple the number ef tralae trtveHlna Ihe Ireche In Bay Vlllaga 
becauae It la good for bualnetB. 
G3/ I disagrae with Ihe iraln companlea' plan to Wple the number of Iralna bravtWng Ihe l«efce In Bay ViHags. 
I believe InotBaeed tram tiaffiooould mean increased noise poUuUon. more delays where eireeli interaect raUroad 
tf acks. greaier poe8it«lity of dangerous collistons. and decreased property vakies tot our communrty. 

Siroerely. 

PrinI Name: eTfty.jl 6 L^tftrx ^A^ltX^ t/ 

Ptease Matf to. Train TrafWc Survey, 14400 Oefrtv/ Avenue, LaAewood, Ohio. 44107 or Fax to 216/228 6465 

SURVEY WmCREASED TRAIN TRAFFIC 
Dear Congreesmen Kucinich: 

Q I agree wMh (he (rain coinpanles' plattio (riple (he nuMber of (rainiIravialIng fhe (metra ki Bay VWage 
bacauae It ia good (Of buaineea. 
D I disagree wMh Ihe train companies' pian to (riple the number ef trekia (ravelling the (racke In Bay Village 
\ believe Mcreased (rein (rafric cotdd meen increased noise pollution, more detaya where alreela Inlersecl ralroad 
Uaclts. greater possibility of dangerous collisions, and decreesed property veUies for our community. _^ JWTAM.' 

PrintName: ', 

fiaasa Afe# to. Train Trafllo Sun/ay, 14400 DaimH Avenue, Ukewood, Oftto, 44107 or fix to 216/228-6465. 

s 
Q! 
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September 21, 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environment Analysis 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20433 

ATTENTION: Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen: 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition of any rail freight traffic on 
the Cleveland-Vermillion line of Norfolk and Southern Railroad. 

This plan would disrupt so many lives, disturb the peace of beautiftil 
neighKirhotxis, endanger the health of thousands of people from coal dust 
exposure, noise pollulion, the potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the 
economic consequences of decreased property values and tax revenues would be 
devastating. 

Our home is in Lakewotxl. Ohio where we have 27 streels thai are bisected by 
the NS tracks. Additional trains and longer faster trains are a danger to our 
citi/ens and children. Lakewood does not have school busing and children 
attending 8 schools cross the tracks at least twice each day. Our police, fire and 
emergency vehicles would be seriously impacted by any increase in freight rail 
traffic through our city. More overpasses and underpasses would not remove all 
of the rail threats to our neighborhov»ds. On interstates through populated areas, 
signs bear the letters "HC" - ha/ardous cargo- wilh a slash through it, meaning 
certain trucks should lake roules through industrialized areas, rather than 
through residential zones. Why shouldn't the same apply to freight trains? 

Again, please consider the health and safety of thousands of residents in 
Northern Ohio and prevent the escalation of unsafe and unhealthy freight 
movement through our cities along Lake Erie. 

Sincerely, 

/Cx-T Co/^A^s5sXr A/}/jfXu^ 



September 21. 1997 

Dear Congressmai. Kucimch. 

Regarding I rain Traffic through Lakewood, Ohio 

Currenlly, 
•trains" whistles intemipt sleep at night Some train whistles are blown 
con.stantK thiough our I akewood neigliborhocxi e\en dunng the middle of 
the i\ight 

•train whistles duung da\time mtemipi nonnal conversation 
•noise pollution caused b\ train tialVic mciease siress in neighbors close 

to the tracks 
•tram tratfic reduces pohcc and emergency vehicle access to all (nch and 
poor) northern areas of 1 akeu ood 

•train tratfic creates dust 
•iraui traffic is potentialK dangerous to small children playing near the tracks, 
•tram traffic's noise makes our home on Beach .-\\eiuie difficult, if not 
impossible, to sell Increased rental piopetl) alon̂ i the tiacks will further 
denrade nemliborlioods alread\ in decline 

The train companies' plan (o (riple thc number of trains wili make one block 
areas on cither side of thc tracks uninhabitable. 

Sincereiv. 

lX•nnl^ Rinehart 
Bonnie Rmehari 
12*>0 Beach .Avenue 
Lakewwd. Ohio 44107 
216-228-8654 



Sppteinher ; i , I W 

To ihc l ê lci al Ratln.>«d •Vdn\ini«r«non, 

1 to 1« \wi kiH>v> IK>\̂  the piofKivtd iiKtMMjJ i»ilr«.«<l u»l\k \»xU dtneclU tlTtcl me tml m> Isimlv 
We o*T\ 2 hiHi«% in I »kc\*vvKl Knh »ic close u> the uacki 

Evtrsdas \vc 4lrc«d\ c\|>cnciKC \shat Kmnds Uke > railK%«d uv the nuddic ot'vHit ĥ ntK \\an\ (bul IHM all! 
vif Ihc tfat̂ ^ irc sm noi$\ I h4sc lo uonJci **h\ !»>mc ofihcm arc Itxidcf thin othcr»-ii mu>i have to do 
\N\th thc speed at which thes tr»\cl through the conununttN (l»«er loodeil and hi)v̂  knid the \khis»le tt 
»nd h\>N̂  lotv̂  the\ hlow it \Sc have ttains cominji thunijih at til time* a cUv. I can t e\en imaitiiw v̂ hat il 
\cv>uld he like toi UN if the ttatTic iv tm̂ ied \s wMi could mvnitne u vcvHild he s<i> n*Ms\ and frankU 
Ntrevstul the trains take vchat v>thei%M>e vKvHild he a quiet coiumunmv and tianafomi it into a vers n*>iN\ 
one When the tuuiN V>MIH ihuHijih w l'i»t I VKOITN alxnit iw comniumis and it"»>niev)t»e )ict» »tucL on 
tracks vu a child ttei> iii|urevl These ihinjts fo nie are twil nsks I d.w t vkant to are an\one hurt and I kn»m 
that pe»<p'c tuu' been killetl at the trick> m 1 akoMKid I ŝ ani to lisc in a coinnwmt>. I \»ai\t to 
provide ni\ tenants \nth a quiet iKushKM̂ KXid 

()b\iousl\ being a hv>nie owner and a landloid I wondei how this will alTect out ab«lu\ to lem our s|MkC«» 
an<.1 alv> to keep ten.»nts and ultinvaieU the value ol'the h*>nies themsclv<\ Wc have a siihManiial anuHint 
invested m then-1 ĥ l̂1les take gtcat piiJe m keepmn them and I dwn t want their value dinunished b> 
iHiiside l\nces that wo sceniin(il\ have IH> voniiol vnei 

I kn̂ ŵ that thos\' \vhv> run the tailtv»ad are people IIH> I knivw that >vHi have homes and vou all have 
families PIOUH- take into consideraiKW whai vim wmild have ftir vixtr h«vnic and m'ighb»iih*>.>J I a*k that 
vou not iKicisc the tiatVic convinyi ihtoiuh IHII neighKMhvXHl ano that vou get WHU drivers to slow down a» 
thev go in vK.t neighKuhw d̂ and alH> that thev use then hv>ms m a nnwe CVWVKHJS manner 

Sincereiv 

1 !" \1.liK-vvi- VsC 
lakcwiHKJ Ohio WIO? 



Septemt>er 21, 1997 

U S Surtace Transportation Board 
c/o Federal Railroad Administration 

RE: Norfolk Southem Railroad Company Proposal 

Dear Sir 

We have been residents of Lakewood, Ohio for eleven years and are strongly opposed to the plan to 
tnple the number of freight trains through Cleveland and the westem suburbs for the following reasons 

1 The whistle noises trom the majonty of the trains are almost unbearable-they are painful to the ears 
and literally jar your body The use of these whistles is excessive and sevensty compromises the 
peaceful enjoyment ot one's home for the sake ot satety (is there any evidence that the volume of 
the whistle has saved lives?) 

2 Wrth increased trafftc the speed of the trams will most likely decrease causing lengthy delays and 
hinder police and emergency vehicles 

3 Slower traffic VIAII tempt neighborhood children who have jumped on tt>e train for amusement while 
It slowly passes-a very senous safety concem 

4 Lakew-ood is a densely populated community The increased traffic will adversely affect the 
atmosphere of our neight>ort̂ ood to a mora commeraal one with noise, congestion, traffic, 
increased pollution and decreased property values 

The residents of the community have already paid dearly for the railroad running through our 
backyards interrupted sleep conversation, gardening t>art>ecues, working on your home, playing wtth 
your kids and pets talking on the phone or trying to hslen to a radio or television program-the list is 
endless The raiiioad has been an uninvited guest to every facet of our lives Rather than see the 
traffic increase we were led to beheve that the railroad was actually planning to abandon this track, an 
•vent we have hoped and prayed for for years 

The presence of the railroad in our community is by far the most negative aspect of where we live 
Denying this proposal would ba m the best interest of thousands of people who have had to endure too 
much Eiready Indeed, removing this track entirely is what is needed to ensure the safety and peaceful 
enpyment of so many residents 1 he presence of tha railroad m such a densely populated area is so 
tragically outmoded and inappropnate at this time we would hope tt>e U.S. Surface Transportation 
Board has the courage and good sense tc elmiinate this track entirely 

Thank you 

Sinoertty, 

1 A w 

Gordon 6 Gear Elizabeth Gear 
12803 Arliss Dr 12803 Arliss Dr 
Lakewood OH 44107 Lakewood, OH 44107 



Seoteraber 7, 1597 ^BO $ $ y 

federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environnental Analysia 
1725 K Street lUif 
Vashih^n DC 20U23 

In re I !:o, H) 33398 

Dear Sir: 

As a resident of Bay Village for Hore t r ^ 

liO years, I am extrenely ooposed t-o the 3roDOsal 

by Korfollc Sou-Uiem to tripla r a i l traffic 

through our beautifal quiet coDnunlty. 

Safety, haslth and econooic istoact could be 

devaata^ngo TI;e added noiee . yuld be horendoua* 

I raise ny hand in opooaiticr:. to this oro-

nosal* 

!'.08t Sincerely, 

^"^a^^^ y^^^^/fi^^>^ 
Barbara L. *ar :cvlch 

bt? La'16 Forest Trlve 

iaj' Tillage, Ohio UilbO 

Lu0-3J5-3U11 

cc/ Colors ssTtan Lennis aiclD.1.ci: 

3Ui/b 



Comroi Ntaacr ^ 2 v XJ 

CONSTTniyvr SERvrrF Fftpjvy 

Innnntnon taken by/^^^^"^^ 

DATE: ; f - , ^ / ' ^ f 

NAME; yz^^.^^ y ^ 

ADDRESS: ^/Vv y^Xt^^y 

INFORMAUON: 

S.SJ 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

yy»u<^ ̂ ' 

-y 
FOUJOmAJP ACTION: /--<A^C / p 

CASEWORKER. 6 ACo/Dtt DATTirTTPT̂ : 

PRTVACi' REL£.^E FORM. Nlaiiea to consmuea? Y.'N Date: 

Date Recaveo: 



CotgrptNunag -^J V 9l ^ nJ 

CONSnrUENT 5nrp vrrE FORM 

lafennaaon taken by:^^^^^ 

T^^:^-y/y^ ISSUE^^^ 

NAME; /9/5elC-t L Ayf^n 

ADDRESS: 

INFORMAIION: 

FOLLOW-UP ACTION: J^^,^A- y-y 72? ^ - c > a - » - > 

CASEWORKER: DATEHLED: <P'~X.'2^ 

PRIVACY RELE.ASE FORM Mauea to constituent? Y.'N Date: 

Date Received: 



1 DISAGREE WITH THE TRAIN COMPANY'S PLAN TO TRJPLE THE NUMBER OF TRAINS 
TRAVELING THE TRACKS THROUGH LAKEWOOD FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

• SAFETY-CHILDREN GOING TO SCHOOL 
• SAFETY-DIFFICULTY AND DELAYED RESPONSE OF EMS, FIRE AND POLICE 
• SAFETY-INCREASED FATALITIES WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN HIGH 
• DECREASED PROPERTY VALUES 
• NOISE LEVEL-THE TRAINS ARE LOUDER THAN WHEN THIS PROPERTY WAS 

PURCHASED SIX YEARS AGO IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO BE OUTSIDE THE HOME 
WHEN THE TRAINS ARE BLOWING THEIR WHISTLES MANY RESIDENTS 
CANNOT SLEEP THROUGH THE NIGHT WITHOUT SOME FORM OF SLEEPING 
PILL EVEN WITH THE WINDOWS CLOSED. 

• THE ENORMOUS AMOUNT OF DIRT AND DUST CREATED BY THE TRAINS 
• OVERALL QUALITY OF LIFE WILL DECREASE FOR THE ENTIRE LAKEWOOD 

COMMUNITY 

- ACa.Ae<^xxa(?(/ y ^eco/?^e. ^ 

/ess y^SA^&-^^^/e^ do^o^oiun/' -J-y 

- yJo /^x?eh/ -^c -f/(x (:''^/y)/??o>^^ 

y J/);/ 

y^& ^ ;^'Jf/'5~S^^7 



November 25. 1992 
nl^ ';i!^iT 

Trains Rumble Through Lakewood 
By; .Adam Schrader and Matt Hagan 

The dav after the general election 
ws visited Mayor David Harbarger 
At IS5oe WdS the p("ij(jOicd closure of 
twelve streets at fhe Norfolk and 
C m i * ^ * o m O a i l r A 3 r 4 r ^ r r v r o ^ t n n r ^rs f i ^f%o 

removal of one of tracks Gates and 
ligr̂ ts wQLld be put at fifteen other 
crossings 

Savs Mayor Hart)arger, lakewood 
has 27 crossings in the city That is 
more per mile than any other city in 
Ohio" 

Mr Harbarger nnade the point that 
Norfolk and Southern wanted to close 
19 street, but he worked it down to 
IZ. 

On the issue of installing gates and 
lights on the remaining crossings, he 
says, "There is only one set of gates 
and lights in Lakewood, and that is at 
Warren Road 

There are six streets that the t̂ate 
has said need gates and lights, but 
other than that, the state says we 
don't need any more. We disagree' 

When asked the reasons for this 
and who will pay the mayor said, 
"This IS not money '"elated, it is 
strictly for safety. They will pay for 
it, wc said we don't thin!< it is our 
responsibility" 

Mr Harbarger said the gates will 
be installed over the next 3 or 4 
years He added that there will be 
east-west traffic on the one railroad, 
with stop-over points in Avon Lake 
and Downtown Cleveland Mr 
Harbarger is confident that this 
proposed action wiil pass There have 
been several community meetings 
with Lakewood citizens questioning 
lhe value of these changes 

In our opinion, the installment 
of gates and additional lights is in the 

City of Lakewood's best interest. 
However, the closure of 12 proposed 
streets is something Lakewood can 
do without The closings wouid iust 
be a hazard and a nuisance and divide 
Lakewood. 

Harbarger. a PeouDlican, chuckled 
when asked about the presicantial 
election and said, "Obviously it didn't 
go my way " 

X . ] / ' / 

P/t /> y ' r ' f t / • / > //..'. /.-; 'T ? /. 

5//?c' j r /" ti/'// /J/A.'. 7XX/, 
0'\i i. i \:'X .'OIA' ^A^7£ . , 

//Z'.V/'///.', Al.'.- y/C^!/' 



Good afternoon. Congressman Kucinich, Mayor Cain, community 

mayors and neig'nbors. 

I an-. '..-iV's '-.r.ic aftcrr.c::; t r sTrongiy urge the Federal 

.•^silro,^:! r. i c t r .:r t : .-ter: ::. hr.^ st jp .Norfolk and Sc'Jt.hern's 

r r .- •.: t : ^ r: r 1 => tr.e .-.:• • - .r.t t f r e i j h t t r a f f i c through 

-•_evel ::r. r., 1 n •: >.• : ?: ~\y River, E-ay Vii i a g e and .̂ .von Lake. 

I .: 1::-T , : . j i - s i j e r . t cf La-:ewooa. I have raised n.y two 

:.'._^irer. ::. La--.ew.Dod. I t e l l you with great ?or.vi:tion tnat 

dr =55*: i : =̂1 _y det nr-- r ' H . erfv.-' c-.-. t.-.e q\;3^ity and safety : f a l i 

o-r . - ' ̂ 3. 

. :.-rt cf th". ." -. :. * . rt h half of Lar:e'.vccu, l.a.-:ewc cd 

High, :.ley, St. 1-ke, St. .lace^, Lir.roin, Emerson, Harding, 

. I : ' . -.;.d St. .^.uaustir.e, have t h e i r d i s t r i c t s s p l i t by the 

: i".'. : : • : -;-.c, •.-•'irr. re-.rs "hat rriany c h i l d r e n have tc cross the 

*:r3c-:c :-.c; *: : ;:ev t : ̂ r frcr-, srhccl. Having more t r a i n t r a f f i c 

;:" v.^.re v c _ l pui . : . . l i r e : . at ^rtreasonable and 

.»:-.ne:e5c:-y arcy ^ i r - ' .'.ey need to gc *:o and frorr. school f o r 

l-.-'.ewcc:: H • vral ic • .r r-:,": r :.-err.. 1 r. ar. er?rc;enr\', 

sr;:r. '. -.tt a r-:, c----r, c:;- :•?. mean l i f e cr death tc t .".e 

v i r * i : . 1:. c : r . C t;.- . :.l t ; a : f i r w i l l mean more down time at 

" te : c c.- ; • — : •. . ':er response t ime for par ar edi cs 

r.r. : ; -.-c- .y a I : . : -. : : '. \-. ' • • ;. ;. • sci t a i . God help the person 

at a 

.•e have a very b e a u t i f u l Goid 

• i l y O i l ated area wi th many h igh- r i se 

":•••• • h ••.•Jht o: ne ma jo r i t y of our 

t- i ..'ait f o r a t r a i n while rushing to 

r. -" ••-ry ::r-,f ert ing . 

• t t re .̂ ece nc ether cpticns, r u t 

.' s .r: :-rt y rr.cul d r.ct ice co.mpromised 

.-cr. .••:;:.ts tc save scn;e monev. 

^ i /y/^ 7 

Joyce A. Klotzbach 



Mark and Lynn* Grrer 
271 BrMzewool Drivf 
Bay Village, OH 44140 

September .5. I'i'y" 

Comjievsmjin IX- nis Iviicim. h 
I44('0 Octroi! A\m ( 
1 akev.iKxl, Oil I4I("( 

Dear < • »ngrf'SIT in K i .-inich 

I his letter is .tiuardiny the pioposed iiKrea&ed in rail triffic through the westshore commmu.iei 
bv Norlolk & Stiiiihtr i Railroad As we understand it, the prop«is«l would itKrease rail traflic 
from I .• to appio .iini oly .18 trains per dav 

While v e undoistand that e\ ;r\cne has a job to do. it i; not undmtandable that all jobs should\c 
done w thoiit l onsidoi uion t > the affect they will have on other human btmjss 

Increas nii the ml trat k will certainly have a negative mpact on our comnumities The risk> H 
tlw communities mvcUed arc saiety of residents, ease of exii entry to the citv, decreased prop«tv 
values, addiiioniil nois; pollution, to name a few 

1 he westshore ••( minimiies ire . onsidered to be upscale middle class Certainly they are parr o"' 
llif app;al (>r :h: Citv of Cleveland With Cleveland o»the upswing at̂ ei many years of being 
dow I, it would Ix? a sfanie to damage something that i • truly good atwut this city I am a 
Realtor ami 1 hi.v̂ e worked with upper middle class transferees who specifically reque<i vt be 
shown Dropenies in tlu west<hoie area because they have heard how wonderful the> are even 
before they luive an- .«d hert i l»'ease let's not diironisli this wonderful asset to the City of 
Cievelâ d bv iil'.owmg this to happen 

I think .'venono i iui a:ree tl-at 11 trains per day is rea'onable, but .1'< trains per day is not My 
i|uestioi to vou is if "(Hi weie in our position, wouldn'; you feel as vŝe do' IMease help us fight 
this ino.e bv N<;ii'olk .v. Southern Railroad 

/ 

/ 
/ 

inci;ie.v. 

vnne (ireer 
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September 17.1997 ^^^5 
B7 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
laewood. OH 44107 

Dear Congressman Kucinich. 

1 am writing you conceniing Norfolk & Southem Railroad's proposed mcrease m rail trafTic 
through Bay Village from 13 to 38 trains a day 1 am a 16 year resident of Bay Village with 
children and feel that the increase would make living m Bay more difficult to drive through, 
more noisy to live near, and more unsafe for children to be near Currently, we do not have many 
train delays but thc increased propi>sal would significantly change that. There is only one street 
in Ba> that has an overpass ov er the train tracks All other south bound streets wx)uld be blocked 
by trains I am sending a similar letter to the Federal Surface Transportation Board Please 
continue efforts to reroute this proposal by N&S Railroad Thank you 

Sincerely, 

Diane Konyk 
33'J Huntmere 
Bay Villag. OH 441̂ 0-2505 
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Septbinbpr 22, 1997 

Federal Surfacs Transportation Board 
Saction of Environaental Analysis 
192B K S t r e e t . NW 
Washington. DC 20A23 

RE: FD 33388 
Dear FSTB: 

I t tvas with great dismay that I heard of Norfolk t> Southern 
Railroad's; proposal to increase r a i l t r a f f i c through ay 
ooaiBunity i f they are successful in acquiring Conrail a s s e t s . 

Aa i l i v e l - t / 2 blocks from the r a i l r o a d tracks. I already 
can foresee the d i f f i c u l t i e s an increase froa approxiaate1y 
13 to 38 t r a i n s per day would create. 

Ninety peicent of ay t r a v e l froa hoae i s south over the 
tracks. Frequently, as I leave the house, I hear a t r a i n 
w h i s t l e and know that I cnn hold ay departure for at least 
f i v e to tan a i n u t a s to allow for the t r a i n to pass and 
backad-up t r a f f i c to disperse. 

Aside froa delays, tha t r a i n w h i s t l e s can be t r u l y annoying. 
Soaa enginaars lova tha sound of thetr horn and us* i t longer 
than nacassary. Suaaar i s p a r t i c u l a r l y bad with the windows 
op<*n as phone conversations and TV audio are t e a p o r a r i l y 
drowned out. Along with the r a t t l i n g of the windows froa tha 
v i b r a t i o n of tha passing t r a i n , i t can bp quite a cacophony. 

Th» thought of a l l of these aggravations t r i p l i n g In occur­
rence i s f r i g h t e n i n g . Tha r a a a l a valuas of hoaas in ay araa 
c e r t a i n l y would dacraasa. 

Add In tha s a f a t y i s s u e of crossing the tracks and the 
i n a b i l i t y of aaargancy va h i c l a s to get to their destinations 
proaptly and you havt.* A very serious s i t u a t i o n . 

As a vary concerned c i t ixen, I urge the Board not to approve 
thts a c q u i s i t i o n . 

Sincerely, ^ 

Artana Harvanac 
SOl Juneway Drive 
Bay V i I Iaga, OH AAI40 

CCt Mayor Thoaaa L. J e l e p i s 
Congrasaaan Dennis Kucinich ^' 
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Matthew E. Majher 
1315 West 108th Street 

Cleveland, OH 44102-1515 
y 

September 4. 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 KSt.NW 
W ashington, DC 20423 

Re: Document FD33388 

Dear .Joard Members: 

1 am writing this letter to express my anger and dissatisfaction regarding fhe proposed break-up of Conrail 
Corp. by Norfolk Soulhem Corp. (NS) and CSX Transportation Inc. 1 am upset because a few months ago 
NS promised that if they required Conraii's tracks in Norihem Ohio, they would sell their existing NS tracks 
to the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (RTA). This promise was well received by the 
community t .• it would greatly expand public transportation in Cuyahoga County which has obvious 
benefits. However, i have recently leamed that NS's promise was indeed a lie. Instead, they are now-
proposing to keep their existing lines and dramatically increase rail traffic. They have proposed increasing 
the frequency of trains on the lines, as well as increasing the number of cars per train, as well as decreasing 
the speed of each train. This is a ten ible proposal considering the safrty and environmental factors involved. 
Their current proposal hai virtually no benefit for the Greater Cleveland area. From an economic viewpoint, 
their proposal will decrease :he value of the homes along this corridor. You should be aware that there has 
been a renaissance in these neighborhoods. New families rave moved into this previously depressed, drug 
ridden area and have made this <.'n attractive place to live. T o allow NS to run rampant in this area with long, 
slow, coal-carrying trains, would be a devastating step backv ards. From a public .safety perspective, NS's 
proposal will cut-off the northem portion of the county resul'ing in serious delays in responses by police, fire 
departments, and paramedics. These are problems that cannot be simply resolved by building 
under/overpasses because there are toe many railroad crossings in this area. Not all ofthe crossings can be 
accommodated. In fact, pre-nntly rot all ofthe crossings have safety gates. These intersections are already 
dangerous, it is wrong to make then worse. 

I am a pragmatic person and I believe that problems can be worked out among paities as long as both parties 
want the problems resolved. Howe ver, NS originally promised to sell these lines to RTA, and recently they 
did a complete "about-face." Thi-, makes me question the sincerity of NS. I do not believe they want to 
work with the community on thii maner, instead it appears they will do what they piease. Therefore, for the 
reasons stated above I request lhat you deny the proposed break-up of Conrail by CSX and NS on the 
grounds of public safety and the adverse effects to the community. 

Sincerely, 

4^ yy^x^y-7iy 
Matthew E. Majher 



2.S309 Bayfair Court 
Bay Vill^e, Ohjo 
44140 
September 15. 1997 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakeu ood .Ohio 
44107 

Dear Congressman Kucinich. 

1 am WTiting to you concerring the planned increase in rail traffic through our community of 
Bay Village It saddens my heart to even think of this happening All of us here would have to 
restructure our daily routines to \̂ ork around '.'le sctitd'iles of the railroads so we couid pass 
over trains blocking roads Why. we would be cut off" firom the areas south ofour homes a good 
deal ofthe time Think o*" ''le satety and heaith consequences 1 myself am a diabetic with a 
serious heart condition. I sure would hate to be held up on the Columbia Road railroad tracks wiih 
an emergency while one of their trains is tying up our progress. this could resuh in death. 

Norfolk & Southem are planning to increase train traffic through our commumty from 13 to 
38 trains a day That is not a few more a day .that is three times as much" 

The traflic will be crazy û ith everybody looking for a way to get to other roads the trains don't 
cross over My husband I can not live like that W'e will most likely be forced to move somewhere 

else ,somewhere ihey don't have a irain problem like this 
Please do whatever you can to help us Please block the proposal to allow N&S and CSX to 

be able to do this to our community . 

We thank you sincerely, 

Mr Austreveno V CruiZ 

Mrs Madeline K Cruz 

.yyc^ty^^~u^A.^XXL (/ (S 



30310 Ashton LMnB 
Bay Village, OH 44140-1717 

219-871-3450 

090297 

August 29, 1997 

Mr. Dennis Kuanich 
Congressman 
14440 Detroit Ave. 
Lakewood, OH 44107 

Dear Congressnrian Kudnich: 

e n t e r t a i n n f e m a n ? : ^ a S a 7 r ^ ^ ^ ^ 

the trafTic increases- PleawT^onon^ r̂JL t ^ * ^ K ^"""^ ^ " ^ ^st if 
Our safety an^ the safe^Xur < ^ M ^ ^ H 1 ^ ^ ' ^ ' ^ ^ communrties. 
comprprt^ ^ ^^^^^ ^ 0 community wiil be greatly 

Lynn F. Lunoe 

cc: Mayor Thomas Jelepis, City of Bay Village 



SARAH BALAS 

608 Elmwood Rd 
Bay Village. OH 44140 

Telephone (216) 83&-2624 
No FD 33388 

To Whom it May Concem, 

1 am writing this letter because of my concem about the proposed increase tn train 

traffic near my home My husband and I l i \ e three houses away firom the tracks and don't 

mind the current tratTic delays. However, I have two concerni,. Tht first is that every time 

we want to cross the tracks we will likely be delayed by the trains My second concem is 

that emergency vehicles are going to be delayed in crossing the tracks A little history 

about m> husband will explain my grave concem My husband is in the e'd stages cf 

Cystic Fibrosis and is oxygen dc,.. :dent He lives at home with me and is \Nsiting for a 

lung transplant When there are big storms and our power goes out, we need the power 

company to be able to get through nght aw^y, so that he doesn't have to go without 

oxy gen We also need to have ambulances able to get to our house nght away. 

I hope you rethink yc ur proposal so that the people in our community can feel safe 

and ha\c good access to the help they ina\ need. 

Thank you for your time, 

Sarah Balas 



Congressman Dennis K u c i n i c h 
l.i400 Det:roic Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

Re: .Vo. FD 333.'.3 
Dear S i r : 

This le::er is nv protest tc the proposed increase in 
r a i l t r a f l i c through the westshore commuaitifes from 13 
to appro.Tiia tel}' "^"^^^^^fc. ̂  

.•\3 a westshore resident I sincerely believe that the safety, 
_'r.eal^h and economic inipact that this proposal would have on 
. • i r t u a l l j aTr~of us in such a densely populated area could 
be devastating. 

In closing, while r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l role i n our country, 
connon sense has to ex i s t when the scfet? and w^l^arf of 
l - t s r a l l j thousands of individu-'.ls and f a ^ i i l i e s are at stake. 

I thank you for reading my l e t t e r and I hope that aa a l t e r n a t e 
solution w i l l be forthcoming in the " i t u r e . 

y 

Address 

u.m'<^uc^tiX?y;^XMXu%. 



September 2. 1997 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Enwonment .\nahsis 
1925 K Street, NW 
Washir.gton. DC 20433 

.VFTENTION. Document Number FD33388 

Gentlemen; 

This letter is a plea to you to prevent the addition ot any rail treight traffic on thc 
CkNeland-Vermibon line of Norfolk and Southem Railroad. 

This plan vvould disrupt so man> lives, di.sturb the peace of beautiful neighborhoods, 
endanger thc health of thousands ofpeople from coal dust exposure, noise pollution, thc 
potential danger of toxic chemicals, and the economic consequences of decreased property 
v alues and tax revenues would bc dcva.suhng. 

Our home is in I.jkc\vood, Ohio where wc have 2'' streets that arc bisected by NS tracks. 
.Additional trams and longer, faster û ains are a danger to our citizens and children. 
Lakewood does not have sch<wl busing and students anending 8 schools cross the tracks at 
least ^ îce each day. O'lr police, fire and emergency vehicles would bc seriously impacted 
by any increase m freight rail u-aflic through our city . More overpasses and underpasses 
v\ ..uld not remove all o! the rail threats to our neighborhoods. On intcî Utcs through 
populated areas, signr bear the leners "HC" - hazardous cargo - vMth a slash through it, 
meamng certain trucks should take roules through mdustnalizcd areas, rather than throu^ 
residential ônes. Wh\ shouldn't the same apph to treight trains'? 

.Agam. please consider the health and satety of ihousands of residents in Northem Ohio 
and prevent the escalauon of unsafe and unhealthy freight movement through our cities 
along Lakc Erie. 

SincercK. 



Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
14400 Detroit .Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

Re: .'io. TD 33333 
Dear Sir: 

This l e t t e r is ny protest to the proposed increase i n 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the wes'shore commuaitias from 13 
to appro.Tiaately 33 t r a i n s a day. 

As a westshore re.sident I sincerely believe that the safety, 
health and economic inpact that this proposal ^ould have on 
v i r t u a l l y a l l of us m such a densely pooulatad area could 
be devastating. 

In closing, while r a i l r o a d s play a v i t a l role in our country, 
common sense has to e x i s t when the safety and welfare of 
l i t e r a l l y thousands of i n d i v i d u a l s and fa.ailies are at stake. 

I thank you for reading ny l e t t e r aid I .hope that an alteraata 
solution w i l l be forthcoming in the future. 

Sincei elv, / , . ^ ~~' , 

Address: 

A •, 



Realty 
Qne 

BAY VILLAGE C*FiCE 
66? DOVER CENTER ROAO 
B*v VILLAGE OHIO <41*)-?3?6 

i.̂ '€> ajj-esoo ICLEVELANDI 
i.>'6)3^3-7?.^5(=LVRiAl 
(216) 933-6550 (AVON LAKE i 

September 10.1997 

Congressman Dennis Kucinxch 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

Re: .Vo. FD 33338 
Dear S i r : 

This letter is ray protest to the proposed increase in 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the wettshcre comrauaities from 13 
to approximately 38 trains a day. 

As a westshore resident I sincerely believe that the safety, 
ii«<»lth and economic impact that this proposal would have on 
virtually a l l of us in such a densely populated area could 
be devastating. 

In closing, while railroads play a vital role in our country, 
common sense ha.« to exist vhen the safety and welfare of 
l i t e r a l l y thousands of individuals and families are at stake. 

I thank you for readir.g ay letter and I hope that an alternate 
solution wil] be forthcoming in the future. 

Sincerolv. jr^ , _ , S \ ' 

Address 

RESIDENTIAL OFFICES THROUGHOUT NORTHERN OHIO 



September 10,1997 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

R«: No. FD 33393 
Dear S i r : 

This letter i s my protest to the proposed increase in 
r a i l t r a f f i c through the westshore oommuolties froa 13 
to approximately 38 trains a day. 

As a westshore resident I sincerely believe that the safety, 
health and economic impact that this proposal would have on 
virtually a l l of us in such a densely populated area could 
be devastotlng. 

In closing, while railroads play a vit a l role in our country, 
common sense has Co exist when the safet) and welfsre of 
l i t e r a l l y thousands of Individuals and families are at stake. 

I thank you for reading ny lettet and I hope that an altecnatm 
solution will be forthcoming in the future. 

Sincerel/, y 

Address: 



612 Revere Diive 
Bay Village, OH 44140 
September 24, 1997 

Surface Transpoitat ion Board 
Section of Envi t oninental Analysis 
1925 K Stieet, N.W, 
Washington, DC 20423 
Reference: I FD 33388 

Dear Sir; 

We are writing this letter with the sincere hope that you 
will heai our deep concerns on the Norfolk Southern's (NS) 
proposal to increase traffic through our western suburbs to 
more than triple ftom what we have been experiencing. 

Bviy Village is located between Lake Ene to the ncrth and 
the Norfolk Southern tram track to the south. All oui major 
medical needs ate located to the south of as on the other 
side of the tracks. Recently my wife had a stroke. I called 
911 and had her in the hospital ( on the OTHER SIDE or THE 
TRACK) m 10 minutes. The doctors wê e most appreciativ? of 
getting hei to the hospital so soon . By having treatment so 
quickly hei, the effects of the stroke were minimited. Had we 
been he'.d up by a tram going by at the particular time we 
crossed the tracks, time would hava been lost - valuable 
time. 

There are many reasons why we are very concerned about 
this latest change of increase tram traffic. In addition to 
the concern for medical needs as pointed out , there is the 
: .'iconvenienre factor on all our daily activities, the concern 

decreasing property values, the ncise level. Since Bay 
Village is long m length (East to West) but short lu depth 
(North to South), tram traffie i s very noticeable and 
unpleasant, 

We :ive with wh'it we have become accustom to. We feel 
that the pr.'jposed mciease m tiair. ttaffic would not be m 
the mteresc of our community. We hope and pray you will look 
at this proposal as a chang* that is not going to occur. 

Thank you for your consideration 

Sincerely, ^ — 

J ^ i i/̂ Lu 
^une and Eric Peterson 



1535 Spring Garden 
Ikewood Ohio 44107 
Septenber 11.1997 

Representative Dennis Kucinich 
1440 Detroit road 
l akev. oodjOH 44107 

Reprtsentativc Dennis Kucinich 

Dear representative. 
My name is Tod Womack. and I'm from Horace Mann Middle School 

1 would hke to lalk about thc trains how I feel about them and what could be 
done to stop this from happemng i wouid also Uke to know what exactly 
you think about the trains coming through 

I seriously don't think we and other aties should be fr>rced lo let these 
trains come in and change the way things have been around here for a long time 
I think the trains are going to rum our economy by things Uke making more 
tratTic. the police tire department and ambulances are going to have longer 
response times, there will be a lot more noise keeping people awake, and it could be 
ha/ardous to peoples health 

I senoudely hope that you can stop these trains from coming Write back 
if you can 

Tod Womack 
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TO WIIOM rr 1.1AY CX»̂ C331N, 

VyiMnwkT iM }̂wwn<WimtlTItvRnn T i ^ ^ Tavn 
maniedandbsvetwDdiikirai: Nwoie. 2 and Andrew, i mot. liiaMviivsdiiiThubaaietty 
alumsi my wbule uTe. My busUoxI and I purvliMaHKl it fiuu ;ny Snilm UOB ymi HKU. HM Iniiu 

Growing tip by the trada, 10o( used to tfae tnixugoiî  by. At^tixne,d«y wcnn*t^ 
bofiwnoow. Reoeotfyteniĝ  diey no tteU hours of the d^e^ ManyatiniM Iheve 
beeo awokm bye train blaring ita ham at 3.00 in the nKxning. It'shaidtoputchildtetobed 
and get a good nights net ̂ ito trains lie going by all of the tioM. Younaiy besayiî toyoiinelC 
'^ell, you knew about tibe trams wtm you bouglit your hoaae.** Tne, but I wiaa't antidpeting 
the tnins gating louder and incnesing. My husband aad with dMhê  of fiunily has made suyor 
itixTvitioas to our home in order to increase its vahie and make it ino^ Unfotunateiy. 
the value of our hcRMwiU go down if tbe proposed increase m train tnffic goeai^ No 
(ne win want to purciiase a home that is a fauuired foe( away fi^ 
dailygoingfay. That's a majcr diinqitioQ to lifi:, safety, and privacy. 

My main ooooem is die saiSBty issue. With two youagdaldren, I wooy about whether or not I 
can let them play in tbe backyud With an increase in train baf&oomes an inorBeae of poastble 
aoddaots. Whet wiUy .̂ do to ensured saiety of znyfimnlym tfae case ofa denaihii^ Ibe 
fienfie and fthnibe«y my hii»biMiil and T ai* platmtng ta placa aln*^ Ih* Wyord by ttw tf»^« Sffn't 
ciagtodcmudi. WUl y-cuccastnictsoiBid bamers alccg tfae tracks that bord^ 

the onn ycu see OS the highway? Am you gong to leimbum ine Ae raooBy tfiat I ^ 
value of my home? 

Ihen is also anodier issue to be looked at, car tca£Bo. If 36 trains go by, lots of tnfBc will be 
tied doe u> the wait of passing teaina. Lakewood would tum into cue big paddxig kit Rocky 
River would have to butklsnodier five firestatiaa Reaidanisof B^woddhawtotakeesdcaico^ 
routee to get out of tfae city. Did you think of this? Probattynot 

Lastly, put yourself in our shoes. Would you be for increaaed train tnffic ifyou live in the 
neî ibaiboods that wen nuQcriy effected by dus? Woukl you have tbe same ooooems? I 
tinderrtandtimtmatfriah snd products need to be Aqaped, but at lameuKethoeare 
other means and o ^ ways that tbey can be shipped wMxwtdbnptî  Plcasetdoe 
into serious ooosiderBtioa of iK̂ iat I have mentiooed. IbegyounottoinoraaaettwttafBo. living 
with 12-14 trains a day is eooû  bedacbes. 

Sincerely, 

LisaM. Schneider 



September 21. 1997 

Honorable Dennis Kucinich 
US Ohio Distnct 21 
House Reprcscntati\es 

Rcprcscniatne Kucinich. 

Thank you for fighting the incnase train traffic through thc Westem suburbs of Ck;> eland We are 
prajKm owTicrs north of thc tracks Our daughter and her fnends walk to St. Rose School aod must 
cross thc tracks The children are alread> aware of t>ie need to schedule their departures around the 
8 10a m train or face Urdiness because of their dcla> in crossing the tracks As parents, we tr\ to 
educate our children as to train and road safet> bul nmning late or other child teasing nia> cloud the 
child s judgment causing them to risk their safet) to get to school or home. 

Thc present schedule of trams is tolerable for thc neighborhood and its citiyiens. Citizen have adjusted 
their iT3\cl patterns to ONcrcome train delays when faced with crossing the tracks If train tra\el 
increases, cnucns will alter their dnxing routes dCNCrting their business from preMous patroni7ed 
tusinesscs Thc question -" Who will financially suffer more small businesses or a large conglomerateT 
noods to be address 

As thc arguments unfold 1 hope thc Federal Railroad Administration weigh all concems and judge thc 
menu; and solutions thai '•. ill bcnefil all such as financ;al benefits to thc suburbs, emironmental 
responsil)ilities of railruid to the suburtx and city, citi/en contentment and safety, railroad profitability 
and altematives 

Thank you for listening to our cOi.vcms 

Sincereh. 

Patncia A V oung 

E\anna Cutshaw 
129 i W 114 St 
Clc% eland. Ohio 44102 



yL4L^^H/'- ^ _ y^ j;/f^<.».r^j 

/15" ^ ' ^ A'^^A:< C ^ .y 

6'y[xcy^x/f/'A^^<^ £fti.^ f/^'^'y^^'^^f^ 

VQi4\y^^*'-<^ a'C*yLy ^ ^ 



09/1997 FRI 10:02 FAI 1 218 941 1130 SAFEPRO. Inc . 12001 

09/19/97 07 35 AM 
DENNIS 

I HAVE BEEN A RESIDENT OF LAKEWOOD OHIO FOR 
THE PAST 29 YEARS.AND HAVE LIVED AT MY PRESENT 
ADDRESS FOR THE PAST 15 YEARS.THIS HOUSE ,1 S T H 
FROM THE TRACKS.! FEEL THAT IT WOULD BE BrTTPR 
TO LIVE BY THE AIRPORT. MY HOUSE SHAKESMmn 
THE I OUD TRAIN HORN AT 4 IN THE MORNING " T H E 
COUNTLESS # OF CARS HIT EVERY YEAR.THINKiNG 
EVERY TIME IT GOES BY WHAT TYPE OF CHEMICAL IS 
ON IT,WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF THERE WAS A CHEM 
LEAK, THE HIGH SPEED THAT THE TRAIN TRAVELS 
SOME HOUSES ARE SO CLOSE TO THE TRACK IF THERF 
WAS A DERAILMENT HOW MANY PEOPLE WOULD BE KIM Pn 
HOUSE DESTROYED !!!!!, vvu J L D BE KILLED 

I PUT TIME.MONEY AND HEART INTO MY HOUSE ANO TO 
HAVE THE VALVE OF MY PROPERTY GO DOWN BECAUSE 
I DONT!!!'THINK!!'!! SO!!!!!! DCUMU:>1: 

I F E E L THAT ALL TRAIN TRAFFIC SHOULD BE HALTED 



1[at Prsncn Avenue 
La> ewcoa .Ohio 44 li.'? 
Seotemner 15, i997 

KBoressntst1>e Dennis Kuinicn 
I44i.i0 Detroit Hoaa 
Lakewooa.Ohio 44Iv? 

Dear Pecresentative Kucinich: 

1 am a se 9ntn araae stuaent in Horace Mann fliadle School. I'm I j 
4na '̂ ave Uvea m Lal ewcod a^l m\ ' i t e . Ms i anquaqe arts 
classmates and 1 af-e writino to ma\or5 ana reoresnetatives who 
ard t r y inq tc stop tne tram mcreations in uhio s suburbs. 

The mcreasmc numDer ct t r a i n ; w i l l be a nuisance to tne 
residents anc to tne roaowav tra»t"ic m tne area. When the train 
t r a + t i c 5jes uc so w i l l the noise, oull .ition. reauced prooertv 
.aiues. and tne cnances ot hazardous waste. 

The V :a5 wiH alsc be m oanoer with the trains. 1 babvsit everv 
Tuesoa, ana sometimes on Fndavs ano Saturdays. The l i d I babysit 
love goma tor waUs ana the trams w i l l be a ha^ara to us a l l . 

I thi n ^ vou Should do what ever vou can to stoo the tram*. I 
believe tne oeoole tiq'^tinq this w i l l win. 1 know the suburb 
residents WIM be • lot nacoier. 

Thank >'ou tor readmq t h i s , 

smcere! v. 

;/<iy) JtjcijLyl>^<^ 
> ari scnreiber 



The proposal of Norfolk Southern to t r i p l e the number of f r e i g h t 
t r a i n s running through Cleveland, Lakewood, Rocky River and Bay 
V i l l a g e , show us tnat they are out of touch. This increase w i l l r u i n 
the q u a l i t y of l i f e f o r thousands of people who have work so hard to 
earn. 

For l a s t 9 out of 18 years we have l i v e d i n Bay V i l l a g e . . . our 
home backs up to the r a i l r o a d tracks. . . we have a f i r s t hand 
knowledge of the affecu that t r a i n s can have on your l i f e . 
We have stayed i n Bay V i l l a g e because we enjoy the q u a l i t y of l i f e 
that Bay V i l l a g e o f f e r s , (see the Cleveland Magazir.e) 

Listed below are the a f f e c t s , concerns and comments, that my family 
have about how Norfolk Southern proposal. 

Five years ago we had to have our home (2100 sq f t . ) re-nailed, do to 
the v i b r a t i o n from the t r a i n s . Daily t r a i n t r a f f i c causes our windows 
and objects i n our home to r a t t l e and move, t h i s type of v i b r a t i o n and 
s t r u c t u r a l damage w i l l only increase. 

Homes that l i v e along the tracks are between 5 and IC thousand dollar s 
less i n value then those who l i v e j u s t across the s t r e e t . 

The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of hazardous materials on 1-90 i n the same western 
communities of Cuyahoga County i s prohibited. Why should t r a i n s by 
allowed? The r a i l run through a more densely populated areas. By 
Norfolk Southern transporting these materials they are jeopardying 
thousands of people l i v e s . 

Can our community f i r e departments deal with and are they equip for 
hazardous material accidents, or t r a i n derailments. 

Can Rocky River, Westlake and Bay Village pass a law p r o h i b i t i n g the 
tr a n s p o r t a t i o n of hazardous materials? 

Any family w i l l t e l l you that they can not carry a conversation, or 
t a l k on telephone, or l i s t e n to music, or watch t e l e v i s i o n with t h e i r 
windows or doors open. Anyone l i v i n g near Cleveland International 
A i r p o r t have gotten federal support to lessen the noise, why shouldn't 
t h i s be the same? 

With a single r a i l r o a d track that runs on the north side, through 
Rocky River, Westlake and Bay V i l l a g e (the r e s i d e n t i a l side) the 
t r a i n s has a tendency t o slow down and stop. Taking miles and time to 
stop and r e s t a r t . This causes t r a f f i c to be stopped f o r mor*» then 
three minutes. 

Please consider how t h i s w i l l a f f e c t thousands of people l i v e s , not 
j u s t f o r money. 

Mr. & Mrs. James W. Lustek 
631 Dwight Drive 
Bay V i l l a g e , Ohio 44410 



September &, 1̂ 7̂ 

090 9 fi• 
Feaeriii Suriace Treinaportaticn Bi>«iWl " * . 
::<iction of -jiv irc nme ntal knaLjeia 
il^'y K street N«i 
Wasriin^tont O.C ^QA^'A 

Citntiemen: 

Hef«renc«: Nu. :»:>^ 

I workea for tne railroaa lor forty-five yeara and I an in 
favor of railroads for transportation; nowever, at prebbnt 
I am aiatreased. Ky house (1 uave lived here for 37 years) 
viorateti from ine fast trains s-cross the street. With the 
inore«bea ra i l traffic tne viPration wiii. cause daaagw to ny 
nooie. *l8o, I am naviii«{ a problem koevin? tnefumiture anu 
floors free of dust since more trains have been tiaded. 

Wouia appreciate anytnm^ you -»n ao to aerail the hiS from 
mrrtfaain^ tr>.ffiw tnruubn tne auourb of lay Village, ohio. 

?ri*nK yuu. 

Sinueruiy, 

tstner ri. K«Jialint{ 
<4U0u Knickerboctccr Kd 
lay Viliai:«. ''"it̂  44140 

jopy to I 
ongrcuemaxi D«nni« Kvicinich 

14400 Detroit iveitue 
-..oXewood, unio 44107 

Mayor Thomae J»iepis 
Jity wf Bay Vlilafe*,UMlw 



Septembers. 1997 

Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
14400 Detroit Avenue 
Lakewood OH 44107 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

I am a resident of Bay Village, Ohio. As you probably already know, Norfolk & 
Southem (N&S) Railroad has proposed an increase in rail traffic through the westshore 
communities from 13 to approximately 38 trains per day. This is contingent upon N&S 
and CSX's successful acquisition of Conrail assets which must be approved hy the 
Federal Surface Transportation Board in June of 1998. 

The safety. health, and economic impact this could nave on virtually all of us in such a 
densely p«.>pulated area could be deva-staiing Consequently, although discussions are 
underway with N&S to determine altemate routes, this proposal to virtually triple traffic 
lea\ es us no other choice but to light with everything in our power to prevent this from 
occurring. 

I strongly urge you to fight on our behalf that either they find altemate routes, or that this 
acquisition be squa.shcd. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours. 

udith K.i>eliikcr 
400 \V almar Drw e 
Bay Village OH 44140 



0925 87 

9 97 Mike Schwab 
1319 Marlowe Ave. 
1.ake wood, Ohio 44107 
226-6935 

Dear Mr Kucinich, 
1 am concemed about havmi: more train tratfic As a landlord, it may influence my ability 

to rent housing because of increased noise Therefore, it could efleet a landlord's ability to 
produce income 

As a result, housing in l.akewot>d could take a dramatic decline As we know, there are a 
lot of rentals m 1 akeucxxi Ciwd landlord.*; may chw.sc to move out, and "slumlordi;" ma\ take 
over, creattnt: thc afore mentionci. decline 

l.akowtxxi s decline wou'd ha\c a dramatic etTect on cities like Rocky River and 
Fain ie\\ Park, not to mention r devastating cfl'ect on West Park. 

Havinu more trams in a heaNiK pî pulated area is a definite safetv problem There are 
alread\ a number of fatal accidents attnbuted to the railnud mnning thmugh l̂ ikeutKxl 

Please pre\cni the noise a.ssiKiaicd problems and the fatalities. 

Truh \ours. 

;^/yfX/!^ 
Mike Schwab 



0S02B7 

2Sol 0 f ni c> erbocJ er Road 
Pay Village, OH 44140 
August 29, 1997 

Congressman Tennis fucinich 
14400 DetroiV Asenue 
L^J ewood, OH 44107 

De*r Congressman Kucinich: 

Thi« l»tt»r is to •j;pre«s my strcng opposition to the 
increase in t r a f f i c throuqh our suburb bv the NorfoU 
anc Southern Pailraad, 

Since 1 am * -esident oi Knickerbocker Road, this issue 
IS particularK important to me. Mv concerns include the 
increased noise c* t r * i n s , the decrease m property value, 
the safety issues and much more. 

"̂'•>a,a vou for vour continuing battle. Keep up the good 
wor > . » -

X/^-^ UJ. 'Lu 
Eloiee V,'. Neeson 



August 29. 1997 B 2 9 ? 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Selection of Environment Analysis 
1925 KStreet NW 
Washington DC 20^23 

RE; Document Number FD33388 

I am wnting to voice my serious corKems about thc possibility of a significant increase 
in the train traffic that could be allowed to travel by my home. I live at 1308 RartHXia 
Avenue in Lakewood. Ohio Our home is four houses away from the tracks. 

My husband and I carefully considered the amount of train traffic when making the 
decision to purchase this property Since moving into the house in April, 1996, we hav« 
leamed that even the current level of traffic can cause senous consequences. Shortly * 
after moving in, a young man was killed on the tracks at Marlow Avenue, this is the 
cross street we must use to cross the tracks. Our son and several of his friends were 
outside playing when this occurred The gnjesome facts of this terrible accident are 
something we have had a difficurt time putting out of our minds. I fear that the inaease 
in tram traffic will increase the likelihood of this type of - ~cident. 

Just across the tracks is Lakewood Hospital We have first hand knowledge of the 
frequency wrth which emergency vehicles are called to respond to medical 
emergencies In addrtion, police and fire trucks must often respond to emerge.icies that 
require they cross the tracks I do not want my family and home to be in ieopa^<y 
because of the increased tram traffic 

Sincerely, 

Nan Mclntyre ^ 
1308 Ramona Avenue 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 

cc Congressman Dennis Kuanich 
Senator Mike DeWine 



090297 

1360 Gladys Ave. 

LaKevood/ Ohio 

August 29, 1997 

Dear Congressman Kucinich: 

One can't help but feel Norfollc Southern Corporation's 

lateast plan to increase r a i l traffic through this area i« 

another nail in Lakewood's coffin. 

This scheme will be just another burden to drive thinking 

people, who have the means, out of an overtaxed, over 

regulated, over crowded, under represented community. 

The railroad in question v i l l undoubtedly attempt the 

closure of many of our streets which are crossed by Norfolk 

Southern's tracks. The railroad's faulty rational is that 

this will prevent accidents and save lives. In reality this 

is just the railroad's self-serving propaganda. The R.R. 

knows mors crossing gates will be needed vith ths proposed 

additional r a i l traffic. They, the R.R. bras* don't want to 

pay a penny for addi .onal crossing gates. That being ths 

cass the majority of the costs for the safsty devices will be 

passed on to the taxpayers as records will shov i t hss beer 

in the past. 

It is hoped that we of Lakewood v i l l be well rcprsssntsd, 

by our local pubic officials, in ths matter of expandsd r a i l 

traffic through my town. 

Sincsrely, 

/ - - ' 

/ 

Charles M. Evans 

(CBR. 221-2296) 

cc; Fed. Surface Transportation Board, Steve FltzGerald and 

others. 
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September 19,1997 

#FD 33388 

Federal Surface Transportation Board 
Section of Environmental Analysis 
1925 K Street NW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Dear Members of the Federal Surface Transportation Board; 

I am writing this letter to express my opposition to any increase in train traffic along the 
railroad tracks which are located through the westshore communities of suburban 
Cleveland. Many residents of Lakewood, Rocky River and Bay VUlage are concemed 
about future ramifications of the plan on our communities. I have received 
correspondence from both Mayor Tom Jelepis and Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
outlining these negative ramifications They have been made known to your board 
members as well My greatest concems are the safety issues raised by such a planned 
increase 

.As you review the request by Norfolk and Southem Railroad, I hope that you will 
consider the serious consequences their proposed plan would have on the future ofthe 
families who live along the tracks as well as those who live in the communities whose 
safety will be threatened 

Sincerely, 

(Cynthia) Jane Stocking 
639 Brooke Lane 
Bay VUlage, Ohio 44140 

cc Mayor Thomas L Jelepis 
Congressman Dennis Kucinich X 


