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CHAIRMAN FUCHS PROVIDES UPDATES ON OUTSTANDING PROCEEDINGS 
 

Continuing the agency’s efforts to promote transparency and accountability, Surface 
Transportation Board Chairman Patrick Fuchs provided an update today on recent actions to 
facilitate and expedite the resolution of several outstanding Board proceedings. 
 

• Colorado Landowners—Adverse Abandonment––Great Western Railway of Colorado, 
LLC in Weld County, Colo. (AB 857 (Sub-No. 2)). On October 5, 2022, a group of 
landowners filed an application under 49 U.S.C. § 10903 asking the Board to authorize 
the third-party, or “adverse,” abandonment of approximately 6.2 miles of rail line owned 
by Great Western Railway of Colorado, LLC, in Weld County, Colorado.  The final 
Environmental Assessment was issued in May 2023.  In June, Chairman Fuchs offered a 
draft action for consideration by the full Board, and he expects the Board to issue a 
decision in the first two weeks of July 2025. 
 

• Union Pacific Corporation—Control—Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad Company, et al. 
(FD 30800).  In August 2023, Kansas City Southern Railroad Company petitioned the 
Board to enforce conditions imposed by the agency when it approved the acquisition of 
the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad Company.  The most recent Board action in this 
docket was in September 2023.  In April, Chairman Fuchs offered a course of action for 
consideration by the full Board, and he expects the Board to issue a decision in the first 
two weeks of July 2025. 
 

• Savannah Industrial Logistics, LLC—Construction Exemption—in Effingham County, 
Ga. (FD 36723) and Savannah Industrial Transportation, LLC—Lease and Operation 
Exemption—Line of Savannah Industrial Logistics, LLC in Effingham County, Ga. (FD 
36723 (Sub-No. 1)).  On September 28, 2023, Savannah Industrial Logistics, LLC filed a 
petition seeking authorization for after-the-fact authority to construct an 11,404-foot rail 
line in Effingham County, Georgia, and its affiliate Savannah Industrial Transportation, 
LLC filed for after-the-fact authority to lease and operate the line.  The Board issued its 
Final Environmental Assessment in May. Chairman Fuchs intends to offer a draft action 
for consideration by the full Board in July 2025. 
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• Railroad Revenue Adequacy (EP 722).  In April 2014, the Board instituted this 
proceeding to explore its methodology for determining railroad revenue adequacy and the 
application of revenue adequacy to rate reasonableness cases. The Board received written 
comments and held two hearings.  The most recent Board action in this docket (outside of 
litigation) was in December 2019.  In June, Chairman Fuchs offered a draft action for 
consideration by the full Board, and he expects the Board to issue a decision in August 
2025, if not sooner. 
 

• Joint Petition for Rulemaking—Annual Revenue Adequacy Determinations (EP 766).  In 
December 2020, the Board instituted this proceeding to consider a petition by several 
Class I railroads to change the Board’s procedures for annually determining whether 
Class I rail carriers are revenue adequate and related issues. The Board received written 
comments.  The most recent Board action in this docket was in July 2021. In June, 
Chairman Fuchs offered a draft action for consideration by the full Board, and he expects 
the Board to issue a decision in August 2025, if not sooner. 
 

• Walkersville Southern Railroad, Inc.—Discontinuance of Service Exemption—in 
Frederick County, Md. (AB 1339X).  On March 18, 2024, Walkersville Southern 
Railroad, Inc., filed a verified notice of exemption to discontinue service over an 
approximately 2.21-mile rail line owned by the Maryland Transit Administration, and 
Frederick County, Maryland, filed a request for issuance of a notice of interim trail use or 
abandonment (NITU) for the line under the National Trails System Act. The Director of 
the Board’s Office of Proceedings denied the County’s NITU request, and certain parties 
appealed.  The most recent Board action in this docket was in August 2024.  In June, 
Chairman Fuchs offered a draft action for consideration by the full Board, and he expects 
the Board to issue a decision in August 2025, if not sooner. 

 
• City of Philadelphia—Petition for a Declaratory Order (FD 36768).  In April 2024, the 

City of Philadelphia petitioned the Board to issue a declaratory order concerning 
jurisdictional and other matters related to the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Company. 
The most recent Board action in this docket was in May 2024.  Chairman Fuchs now 
intends to offer a draft action for consideration by the full Board in August 2025. 
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