Steven Connolly

9838 Old Baymeadows Road #217
Jacksonville, Florida 32256

April 24, 2025

Bryan O’Boyle

PRAC

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re. Passenger Rail Advisory Committee, EP 774

Request For Written Comments

Dear Mr. OBoyle:

| request to submit written comments relative to PRAC and, “facilitate
discussions regarding ideas on how to improve efficiency on passenger rail
routes.”

More specifically, two examples under:

The direct involvement and rights of individual states in passenger
rail routes.



Mr. Bryan O’Boyle.
April 24, 2025

Example I. Southern Rail Commission.

It is my understanding that Florida is now a potential applicant for membership in this
appointed authority, which itself will likely be responsible for the restoration of Amtrak service
between New Orleans, Louisiana and Jacksonville, Florida which has been suspended since
hurricane Katrina. It’s my further understanding that it is a somewhat lengthy and/or
bureaucratic process for this membership including appointments, finance and materials that
exist, and have existed in the Florida State Rail Plan. | question the need for this membership
process, | think if Florida wants to be in this membership it should be allowed almost
instantiously. If this isn’t possible then the process should at least be more transparent. I'm
asking PRAC to consider the direct involvement and rights of individual states in passenger rail
routes.

Example Il. Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority.

Amtrak has a service between Boston, Massachusetts and location(s) in Maine. This Amtrak
service is overseen by the Northern New England Passenger Rail Authority or NNEPRA which
describes itself as: “customer-focused, fiscally responsible public transportation authority based
in Maine.

As former state legislator from New Hampshire | question whether this description comes
anywhere close to being accurate. A question will demonstrate this. This question being, how
much communication has there ever been between NNEPRA and any source in New
Hampshire? | have experienced that the answer to this question is a graphic example of
unilateral isolation and decision making that all completely serves Maine and stands as a long-
term well established questionable to bad transportation policy direction. I'm asking PRAC to
consider the direct involvement and rights of individual states in passenger rail routes.

Sincerely,
Steven Connolly

Steven Connolly





