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U.S. Rail Traffic Through 
September 2023
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Data are based on originations, are not seasonally adjusted, and don’t include the U.S. 
operations of CN, CPKC, and GMXT.  Source: AAR
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ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS
3Farm prod. excl. grain

Primary forest products
Coke

Lumber & wood products
Nonmet. minerals

Waste & nonferr. scrap
Iron & steel scrap

Pulp & paper products
Carloads n.e.c.

Metallic ores
Food products

Stone, clay & glass prod.
Primary metal products

Grain mill products
Petrol. products

Motor vehicles & parts
Grain

Crushed stone, sand, grvl
Chemicals

Coal

U.S. Rail Carloads in 
2023 Through 

September 
(millions)

Total: 8.77 million 

Pecentages are percent of total. 
Intermodal is not included. Figures do 
not include the U.S. operations of CN,

CPKC, and GMXT.  Source: AAR 

1.22 mil. (13.9%)
823,700 (9.4%)

701,400 (8.0%)
581,100 (6.6%)

368,300 (4.2%)
354,500 (4.0%)

325,200 (3.7%)
291,400 (3.3%)

243,400 (2.8%)
218,500 (2.5%)

192,200 (2.2%)
164,500 (1.9%)
164,300 (1.9%)
141,800 (1.6%)
130,300 (1.5%)
112,800 (1.3%)
103,800 (1.2%)

40,100 (0.5%)
30,800 (0.4%)

2.57 mil. 
(29.3%)



ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS
4Grain: -102,371, -12.7%

Chemicals: -31,938, -2.6%
Nonmetallic minerals: -10,714, -7.6%

Lumber & wood products: -10,430, -8.5%
Pulp & paper products: -8,426, -4.9%
Primary forest products: -5,027, -11.1%
Stone, clay & glass prod.: -4,355, -1.5%

Coal: -3,827, -0.1%
Waste & nonferrous scrap: -3,130, -2.2%

Carloads n.e.c.: -1,930, -1.0%
Coke: -1,583, -1.5%

Food products: 844, 0.3%

Grain mill products: 3,798, 1.1%

Primary metal products: 12,988, 4.2%
Metallic ores: 21,746, 11.1%

Petrol. & petr. products: 34,980, 10.5%

Motor veh. & parts: 69,799, 13.7%

Change in 
U.S. Rail Traffic: 

Jan.-Sept. 2023 vs. 
Jan.-Sept. 2022

Total carloads: 
24,723, 0.3%

Crushed stone, sand, gravel: 56,014, 7.3%

Farm products excl. grain: 2,353, 8.3%

Iron & steel scrap: 5,932, 3.7%

Figures do not include 
the U.S. operations of 

CN, CPKC, and GMXT. 
Source: AAR 

Intermodal: 
-831,733, -8.2%



Continued Decline for Coal
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Data are for Class I railroads.   
Source: AAR Freight Commodity Statistics

2000 2010 2020 2023*
Coal 52% 45% 19% 16%
Natural gas 16% 24% 40% 42%
Nuclear 20% 20% 20% 19%
Renewables 2% 4% 13% 16%
Hydro 7% 6% 7% 6%
Other 3% 1% 1% 1%
  *Jan-July    Source: EIA

% U.S. Electricity Generation



New Low in Share of U.S. Electricity 
Generated by Coal Delivered by Rail
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*January-July    Figures are estimates based on AAR analysis of EIA data. 6
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U.S. Coal Exports

7

U.S. coal exports in 2023 through 
July were up 11% over 2022.
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*EIA data begin in January 1973.  Source: Energy Information Administration
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U.S. Coal Consumption
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U.S. coal consumption in 2023 through June was 
down 23% from 2022 and was the lowest 6-month 

total since sometime before January 1973.*
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U.S. Rail Carloads of  
Crude Oil by Quarter

Data are for Class I railroads only.  Source: AAR Freight Commodity Statistics 9
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U.S. Ethanol 
Shipments by Rail
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Average System-Wide Train Speed: Jan. 2022 - Sept. 2023
(miles per hour)

Each line is a Class I railroad.  Dashed lines are trend lines. Absolute values are not comparable across 
railroads due to operational and other differences in the respective rail systems. Source: STB
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Avg. System-Wide Terminal Dwell Time: Jan. 2022 - Sept. 2023
(hours)

Each line is a Class I railroad.  Dashed lines are trend lines. Absolute values are not comparable across 
railroads due to operational and other differences in the respective rail systems. Source: STB
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