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Rail Carloads of Coal
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Data are originations for Class I railroads.   Source: AAR Freight Commodity Statistics



Coal’s Share of U.S. Electricity 
Generation Rose in 2021
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(% share of total generation, 2012-2021)

2000 2010 2020 2021
Coal 52% 45% 19% 22%
Natural gas 16% 24% 40% 38%
Nuclear 20% 20% 20% 19%
Renewables 2% 4% 13% 14%
Hydro 7% 6% 7% 6%



Railroads Face Intense
Competitive Constraints
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Estimated Share of U.S. Electricity 
Generated by Coal Delivered by Rail



Sharply Higher U.S. Natural 
Gas Production…
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…Has Led to Sharply Lower 
Natural Gas Prices
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*U.S. average delivered price to electric utilities       Source: EIA

(dollars per million BTU)*

Henry Hub spot price 
on April 12: $6.59



U.S. Coal Exports
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U.S. Crude Oil Production
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Source:  Energy Information Administration
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U.S. Rail Carloads of  Crude Oil
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Data are for Class I railroads.   Source:  AAR Freight Commodity Statistics
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Canadian Crude Oil 
Exports by Rail
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