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Inventory Updates

• Stockpiles levels remain healthy due to:
• Mild winter weather 
• Low gas prices
• Consistent railroad service



Rail Metrics

Loop Capital Dec. 29, 2023 Industry Update

• Consolidated velocity and trains holding data is no longer available after December 
2023 due to expiration of STB EP 770 rail service reporting requirements

• Continued reporting of the data by the Class 1’s would be helpful as it provide an 
overall view of train holding data and velocity



Rail Metrics

Loop Capital Feb 23, 2024 Industry Update

• This chart shows velocity and terminal dwell for Class I RRs only as a comparison to 
recession averages

• It continues to be available and is helpful with predicting Railroad performance



NCTA/FRCA/NRECA 
On Time Performance Survey

 NCTA/FRCA/NRECA: OTP Survey Data Collected from Utility members since 
Aug 2019 to December 2023 per 6-month periods

 18 Plants Reported Shipper Perspective Railroad Performance Data in latest 
survey for the period July 2023-December 2023 and some of the highlights 
are as follows:

 50% reported their company experienced improving rail service in the second half 
of 2023.

 20% said the service was about the same as usual  

 30% said service was better than usual

 0% reported rail service worse than in the past 2 years



On Time Performance Survey



On Time Performance Survey



Key Takeaways and Asks

 Utility forecasting for coal deliveries continues to be challenging for 
Utilities, Producers and Rail Carriers due to volatile market conditions

 The significant decrease in natural gas prices has curbed coal demand, 
offsetting the need for coal conservation at many utilities. Utility 
stockpiles have improved. 

 Rail service has improved, but many utilities complain of inconsistencies in 
rail cycle times making it difficult to plan. 

 Locomotive and crew availability continue to be a challenge at some 
locations despite the lower volumes the rail carriers are handling.

 Asks:

 Updates on Railroad crew workforce/hiring and preparedness

 Continued accountability and reporting service metrics from RRs



Questions / 
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